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Fiscal Note Analysis 

HCR 9

1. Current Status

Hyer Road connects the Parks Highway and the Palmer- 
Wasilla Highway in the Matanuska Valley. The road is 

narrow and has many curves and steep hills. Due to 

subbase problems, the road is difficult to travel during 
spring breakup. As this bill states, Hyer Road does not 

meet current State design standards for horizontal and 

vertical curvature. In this respect, it is similar to 

many other roads maintained by the Department of 

Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) in the 

Matanauska-Susitna Borough and throughout the State.

2. Reconstruction Costs

The reconstruction and paving of Hyer Road to meet current 

State standards is expected to cost in the range of $4-5 

million. Since Hyer Road is not eligible for Federal 
funding, the total cost of these improvements would need 
to be provided by non-Federal sources. The first stage 

in the reconstruction of this road would be the project's 

design, which is estimated to cost approximately $300,000. 
Once the design has been completed, an accurate cost 
estimate for reconstruction of this road can be made.

3. Maintenance Costs

It is estimated that maintenance on this road would run 

approximately $17,000 annually. With declining revenues, 
the Department will not have funds to maintain this road, 
so any maintenance activities may have to be picked up by 
the Mant nuska-Susitna Borough. Maintenance costs for 

this particular road are estimated at $3,400 per lane 
mile multiplied 5 lane miles equals $17,000.

4. Other Information

Each year the DOT&PF develops a Six Year Capital Improvement 

Program (CIP), which identifies our recommended transporation 

improvement priorities and their funding schedule. In 
developing our budget recommendations, we work with the 

local governments to insure that their transportation 

improvement priorities for State maintained roads are 
given careful consideration. During our meetings with 

the Matanuska-Susitna Borough officials, the reconstruction 

of Hyer Road was not identified by the Borough as one of 

their highest improvement priorities for State maintained 
roads.
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Matanuska -Sus i tna  Borough
BOX  B. P A L M E R .  A L A S K A  9 9 6 4 5  • P H O N E  7 4 5 - 4 8 0  1 

BOROUGH  ASSEMBLY

F e b r u a r y  2Z, 1987

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C u r t i s  M e n a r d
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
S t a t e  of A l a s k a
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M e n a r d :

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  l e t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  H y e r  Road. H y e r  R o a d  
d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  B o r o u g h ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t y  l i s t  
b e c a u s e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  A s s e m b l y  
d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  of t i m e  w e  p r e p a r e d  t h e  list. H o w e v e r ,  
o n c e  it c a m e  b e f o r e  us, a c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
u p g r a d i n g  of H y e r  Road..

W e  d o  m e e t  w i t h  D O T  p l a n n i n g  p e o p l e  o n  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  a n d  
h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  H y e r  R o a d  s h o u l d  be o n  the C I P  list. W e 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to w o r k  o n  s e e i n g  t h a t  H y e r  R o a d  b e c o m e s  a 
h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y .  A s  a m a t t e r  of fact, D O T ' S  CIP w a s  f a i r l y  
w e l l  i d e n t i f i e d  b e f o r e  w e  d i d  g e t  H y e r  R o a d  a d d e d  to  it. 
G r a n t e d ,  it w a s  n o t  a h i g h  p r i o r i t y  on  t h e  list, but, w e  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  w o r k  t o w a r d  g e t t i n g  the j o b  done.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  e f f o r t s .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  you.

S i n c e r e l y ,

’ v .'

D o r o t h y  A. J'bnes 
M a y o r

D A J / m h



Matanuska -Sus i tna Borough
BOX  B. P A L M E R .  A L A S K A  9 9 6 4 5  • P H O N E  7 4 5 - 4 8 0  1 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY

February 4, 1987

Honorable Steve Cowper, Governor 
State of Alaska 

Pouch A
Juneau, AK 99811

RE: Redesign & Construction of Hyer Road

Dear Governor Cowper:

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly adopted Resolution No. 87-10 on 

February 3, 1987 supporting necessary funding for redesign and construction 

of Hyer Road, a State maintained road.

A copy of the resolution is enclosed for your information.

Sincerely,

Dorothy A. /ones> Mayor 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough

DJ/cls 

Enclosure

cc: Commissioner, DOT/PF

Jalmer Kerttula, Senator 
Mike Symanski, Senator 

[/Curtis Menard, Representative 

Ron Larson, Representative

Vo



Requested by: Petition

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 87-_Q|0

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH SUPPORTING 
NECESSARY FUNDING FOR REDESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF HYER ROAD.__________________

WHEREAS, the overall design of Hyer Road is unsafe and jeopardizes the 

health and well being of motorists and does not meet State road design 

specifications relating to grade and horizontal and vertical curve distances; and

WHEREAS, Hyer Road is the only collector road feeding traffic from 

residential areas adjoining Hyer Road to either the Parks Highway or the Palmer- 

Wasilla Highway; and

WHEREAS, Hyer Road is centrally located in one of the highest residential 

growth areas in the Mat-Su Valley and there is an immediate and identifiable 

need for additional, safe, traffic feeder roads between the Parks Highway and 

the Palmer-Wasilla Highway as an interconnecting link to Bogard and Trunk 

roads; and

WHEREAS, a petition containing the signatures of 240 residents of the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough has been received requesting the redesign and con­

struction of Hyer road;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Assembly of the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough that they support necessary funding for redesign and construction of 

Hyer Road; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to 

The Governor of the State of Alaska, the Department of Transportation and Public 

Facilities, Senator Jalmer Kerttula, Senator Mike Symanski, Representative 

Ron Larson and Representative Curtis Menard.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Assembly of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

this 3rd day of February, 1987.

Chris Seagraves, Clerk



STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 2
J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  99811-2500 

P H O N E :  (907) 465-3900

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  PUBLIC FACILITIES

M a r c h  17, 1987

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C u r t  M e n a r d  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M e n a r d :

T h a n k  you for f o r w a r d i n g  a c o p y  of Mr. S c h w a d e r e r ' s  l e t t e r  r e­
g a r d i n g  H y e r  Road.

I a g r e e  w i t h  Mr. S c h w a d e r e r  t h a t  the first s t e p  to b r i n g i n g  H y e r  
R o a d  up to s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s  is the p r o j e c t  d e s i g n .  O u r  e s t i m a t e  
f or the d e s i g n  p h a s e  is $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  O n c e  the d e s i g n  has b e e n  
c o m p l e t e d ,  an a c c u r a t e  c o s t  e s t i m a t e  for r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of this 
r o a d  can be m a d e .  O u r  e s t i m a t e  of $4 or $b m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  is 
b a s e d  on r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  and p a v i n g  H y e r  R o a d  to s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s .  
S i n c e  H y e r  R o a d  is not e l i g i b l e  for f e d e r a l  funds, all f u n d i n g  
w i l l  h a v e  to be from s t a t e  s o u r c e s .

I am u n a b l e  to c o m m e n t  on the c o s t  of M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  
p r o j e c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  I am i n f o r m e d  that d u r i n g  o u r  m e e t i n g s  this 
y e a r  w i t h  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  o f f i c i a l s ,  H y e r  R o a d  w a s  
not i d e n t i f i e d  by the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  as one of t h e i r  
h i g h e s t  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  for roads on the s t a t e  m a i n t a i n e d  
system.

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a g a i n  if y o u  ha v e  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  this 
m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r k  S. Hickey-^
C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: G e o r g e  S u l l i v a n ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L o b b y i s t ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e
S u s a n  F l e i s c h h a u e r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i aison,

O f f i c e  of the C o m m i s s i o n e r  
T o m m y  G e n e  H e i n r i c h ,  D i r e c t o r  of D&C, C e n t r a l  R e g i o n

26A-T1 LH



GEORGE C. SCHWADERER, INC.
CIVIL EN G IN EERS AND SU RV EYO RS

SRA BOX 6312  C 

PALMER ALASKA 9 B 6 4 5  

19071 3 7 6  6 9 0 3

February 9, 1987

The Hon. Curtis M e n a r d  
Pouch V 
State Capitol 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear Rep. Menard:

Thank you for y o u r  letter concer ning future improvements 
for Hyer Road. I s igned this p e t i t i o n  along w i t h  m y  neig hbors 
because w e  n o w  endure our share of dust during dry periods 
and because the p r e s e n t  alignment and grades include segments 
where inadequate sight distances cause h azardous driving 
conditions. However, I w o u l d  like to take this opportu nity 
to express m y  opinions c oncerning b o t h  Hyer Road and the 
Borough  road p r o g r a m  in general.

First of all the D epartment  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  & Public 
Facilities' estimate of four to five m i l l i o n  dollars to improve 
Hyer Road to current Federa l - a i d  Secondary or B o r o u g h  A r t erial 
Road standards appears to be grossly excessive. D uring 1986 
the Borough D e p a r t m e n t  of Public Works graded and p aved 2.28 
miles of East B o g a r d  and Moffit Roads to e s s e n t i a l l y  the 
same standard as the Palmer - W a s i l l a  H i ghway for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$1,100,000 inclu d i n g  the cost of engine e r i n g  and construction. 
That project invol v e d  crossing two swamp areas and several 
rolling hills w i t h  h e a v y  grading comparable to the w o r k  involved 
for Hyer Road. One m i l e  of the p r oject was almost entirely 
on n e w  alignment. Since Hyer Road is c onsid e r a b l y  shorter 
than the Bogard / M o f f i t  project the design and const r u c t i o n  
costs should be m o r e  in the m a g n i t u d e  of that p r o ject than 
the four or five m i l l i o n  dollar range provi ded by DOT&PF.

It is obvious that suitable alignment p r o v i d i n g  the 
required sight distances cannot he achieve d w i t h i n  the existing 
Hyer Road right-of-way. Neither can the cost of acquiring 
sufficient r i g h t - o f - w a y  be a scer tained w i t h  any degree of 
accuracy until such time as a n e w  a lignment has b e e n  determined 
from engineering studies. However, some r i g h t - o f - w a y  obvio usly 
exists at present a nd even an additional m i l e  of n e w  right - o f - w a y  
100 feet in w i d t h  w o u l d  involve only twelve acres of land.
The Borough has b e e n  acquiring rural acreage at costs ranging 
from $3,000 to $4,000 per acre. Unless it b e comes nec essary 
to acquire someone's home the right- o f - w a y  cost w o u l d  appear 
to be in the m a g n i t u d e  of $50,000. If a house must be acquired 
these costs might be inc reased to $200,000 or $250,000.



The Hon. Curtis M e n a r d  
February 9, 1987 
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Gravel is r e a dily available along Hyer Road  as well 
as from nearby sources. There are at least two commercial 
asphalt plants w i t h i n  short haul distances. Because many  
contractors are out of wor k unit bid prices for road c o n­
str u ction have r e c ently been low and there is little reason 
to believe that such prices will not p r evail during the next 
few years. The D OT&P F estimate thus appears to be as m u c h  
as triple the costs w h i c h  might be a n t i c i p a t e d  on the basis 
of the B o g ard/Moffi t project. Even if circumstanc es increase d 
those costs by as m u c h  as 50 percent the State's projection 
appears to be at least double a r e a l istic estimate.

So far as timing of the w o r k  is c o n c e r n e d  c o nstru ction 
could not occur before 1988, and 1989 is m u c h  more realistic. 
Were funds to be provid ed for survey and d esign  during this 
legislative sess ion they w o u l d  not b e c o m e  a v a i lable until 
July 1st. The B o r o u g h  might then a d v e rtise  for e n g ineering 
services by August 1st, receive proposals by September 1st, 
and issue a notice to proceed by mi d-September . Time r e q u ired 
for the field survey, preliminary d e s i g n  and a d v ertisemen t 
w o u l d  be u n l i k e l y  to permit a location p ublic h e ari ng m u c h  
before the end of the year. If there w e r e  no significant 
objections to the prop osed alignment State and B o rough a p­
proval of the location might be r e c e i v e d  in time for an a p­
pro p r i a t i o n  for right-of-way, and p o s s i b l y  construction, 
during the 1988 session. However, since these funds w o u l d  
not likely b eco me available until July 1988 m u c h  of that 
season w o u l d  be lost to r i g ht-of-way a c q u i s i t i o n  activities. 
P o s sibly a con st r u c t i o n  contract could be a d v e r t i s e d  in time 
to acco mp l i s h  the initial w o r k  in the fall of 1988. However, 
the Dep ar t m e n t  of Fis h and Game will limit the W a s i l l a  Creek 
crossing w o r k  to the period between M a y  15th and J u l y  15th.
It is then apparent that stream crossing and p a v i n g  activities 
cannot occur b efore the 1989 c o n stru ction s eason at the earliest.

Because of the long lead time in volved in any highw ay 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o ject it is clearly n e c e s s a r y  during this 
legislative session  to allocate only funds sufficient  for 
the p r e l i m i n a r y  engineering phase. A n  amount m o r e  in the 
m a g n i t u d e  of $150,000 should be adeq uate r a t h e r  than the 
four to five m i l l i o n  dollars indicated by DOT&PF. This w o u l d  
permit the n e c e s s a r y  preliminary w o r k  to be a c c o m p l i s h e d  in 
advance of the 1988 session. By that time the costs of right- 
of-way and const r u c t i o n  could be determined to a higher 
degree of accuracy.

V/hile from the personal standpoint I w o u l d  like to see 
Hyer Road included  in Lhe Borough capital i m proveme nt program 
to che extent of preli minary e ngineerin g a u t h o r i z a t i o n  there 
are other routes for w h i c h  engineering has a l r eady  bee n acc-
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o m p l i s h e d  and which I believe should be h igher  on the p r i o r i t y  
list for c o n s t r u c t i o n  funding. F o r e m o s t  among these projects 
is T r u n k  Road. The alignment of this route has b e e n  ap pro v e d  
by b o t h  D O T & P F  and the Borough assembly, design is e s s e n t i a l l y  
complete, and only appropriations for r i g h t - o f - w a y  and c o n s­
tru c t i o n  are n e c e s s a r y  to begin this m u c h  n eeded improvement.

Other roads which should be h i g h  on the B o roug h p r i o r i t y  
list include those whic h comprise the alternate route from 
Ho u s t o n  to Palmer. This route includes four projects for 
^ h i c h  it is u n d e r s t o o d  the design is complete or for w h i c h  
the a l i g n m e n t  has been  appro v e d  by the Assembly. These use 
segments of, or connect with, several e xist i n g  roads to 
comprise the route. Included are p r o je cts identifie d as 
the P a r k s - P i t t m a n  Road, the P i t t m a n - Y o l a n d a  Connector, the 
Seward M e r i d i a n  Road, Phase III and East Bogard R o a d  from 
M o f f i t  R o a d  to the Glenn Highway.

A n o t h e r  road w h i c h  w a r r a n t s  early completion is the 
W i l l o w  Cree k Road connecting the Parks H i ghway w i t h  the Susitna 
River at Willow. This r oad has been g raded for 2.25 miles 
but has not been completed for lack of funds. The design 
is complete, r i g h t - o f - w a y  has been acqui r e d  and the w e t l a n d s  
pe r m i t  i ssued by the D epartment of the Army. This road will 
p r ovi de public access to the river b e l o w  the m o u t h  of W i l l o w  
Creek at a location whe re the D i v i s i o n  of Parks has p l a n n e d  
a boat launching facility. About 1.75 miles of g r a d i n g  is 
r e q u i r e d  to r e a c h  the river and four miles of surfacing.
If c o m p l e t e d  this facility w i l l  serve not only residen ts 
of the v a l l e y  but the many v i s itors seeking access to the 
Susitna  and connec ting rivers.

In summary, I support m y  neighbors' desire to improve 
Hyer Road  to the extent of an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for p r e l i m i n a r y  
e n g i n e e r i n g  funds this year. However, funds for r i g h t - o f - w a y  
and c o n s t r u c t i o n  should be deferred unt il such time as they 
are n e e d e d  and known to greater accuracy. Any road c o n­
str u c t i o n  or ri ght- o f - w a y  funds a l l o c a t e d  to the Borough 
this y e a r  should be spent for Tr unk Road, the W i l l o w  Creek 
Road and other projects m e n t i o n e d  above for w h i c h  location 
a p p roval has b e e n  received and for w h i c h  design and right- 
of - w a y  a c q u i s i t i o n  are in advanced  phases.

T h a n k  you for your interest in the road program.

cc: M a y o r  D o r ot hy Jones, MSB



STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  A N D  PU B LIC  F A C IL IT IE S

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

P.O. B O X  Z

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  99811-2500 

P H O N (907) 465-3900

F e b r u a r y  11, 1987

D e a r  H y e r  R o a d  I m p r o v e m e n t  P e t i t i o n e r :

I ha v e  r e c e i v e d  a c o p y  of a p e t i t i o n  w h i c h  you s i g n e d  r e q u e s t i n g  
the u p g r a d e  of H y e r  R o a d  and a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in i m p r o v e­
m e n t s  to this r o ad. As the p e t i t i o n  s t a t e s ,  H y e r  Ro a d  d o e s  not 
m e e t  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s  for h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  c u r v a­
ture. In this r e s p e c t ,  it is s i m i l a r  to m a n y  o t h e r  r o a d s  m a i n­
tai n e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  
(DOT&PF) in the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  and t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of H y e r  R o a d  to m e e t  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s  
is e x p e c t e d  to c o s t  in the r a n g e  of $4-5 m i l l i o n .  S i n c e  Hy e r  
R o a d  is n o t  e l i g i b l e  for f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g ,  the t o t a l  c o s t  of t h e s e  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  w o u l d  n e e d  to be p r o v i d e d  by n o n - f e d e r a l  sou r c e s .
T h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  in the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  r o a d  w o u l d  be the 
p r o j e c t ' s  d e s i g n ,  w h i c h  is e s t i m a t e d  to cost a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  O n c e  the d e s i g n  has b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  an a c c u r a t e  c o s t  
e s t i m a t e  for r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of this road can be m a d e .

E a c h  y ear, D O T & P F  d e v e l o p s  a Six Y e a r  C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  
(CIP), w h i c h  i d e n t i f i e s  our r e c o m m e n d e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i m p r o v e­
m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  f u n d i n g  s c h e d u l e .  In d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  
b u d g e t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  we wo r k  w i t h  the l o cal g o v e r n m e n t s  to 
i n s u r e  th a t  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  for s t a t e  
m a i n t a i n e d  r o a d s  are g i v e n  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  D u r i n g  our 
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  o f f i c i a l s ,  the r e c o n­
s t r u c t i o n  of H y e r  Road was not i d e n t i f i e d  by the B o r o u g h  as one 
of t h e i r  h i g h e s t  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  for s t a t e  m a i n t a i n e d  
roads. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  we r e c o m m e n d  that you w o r k  w i t h  the 
M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  to e n s u r e  that the H y e r  R o a d  i m p r o v e­
m e n t s  are g i v e n  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h e n  the B o r o u g h  d e v e l o p s  
its c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s .

The d e p a r t m e n t ' s  Six Year C I P  is p r e s e n t e d  to the G o v e r n o r  for 
his c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h e n  d e v e l o p i n g  his b u d g e t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to 
the s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  for fun d i n g .  The in t e n t  of the d e p a r t­
m e n t ' s  b u d g e t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  is to i d e n t i f y  the h i g h e s t  s t a t e­
wide p r i o r i t i e s  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i m p r o v e m e n t s  for v a r i o u s  
f u n d i n g  c a t e g o r i e s .  The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of H y e r  R o a d  w o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  be d e p e n d e n t  upon o b t a i n i n g  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  fund m o n e y  for 
this p u r p o s e .  Due to the r e c e n t  d e c l i n e  in g e n e r a l  fund r e v e n u e s  
a v a i l a b l e  to the state, very few g e n e r a l  fund t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  in o u r  b u d g e t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  
The r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Hy e r  Road was not i n c l u d e d  in our c u r r e n t  
C I P  b u d g e t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for s t a t e  f i s c a l  y e a r s  1988 - 1993.

2 5 A .T 1  L H



P e t i t i o n e r s - 2 - F e b r u a r y  11, 1987

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n f o r m i n g  me  of y o u r  c o n c e r n  for i m p r o v e m e n t s  to 
H y e r  Road. We w i l l  gi v e  the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Hy e r  Road c a r e f u l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  
B o r o u g h  r e g a r d i n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of o u r  future b u d g e t  r e c o m m e n­
da t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  the o p p o r t u n i t y  for D O T & P F  to r e c o m m e n d  the 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of any n o n - f e d e r a l  aid s t a t e  m a i n t a i n e d  r o a d w a y s  
w i l l  be e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  u n t i l  t h e r e  is a s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e­
m e n t  in s t a t e  g e n e r a l  fund r e v e n u e s  a v a i l a b l e  for this p u r p o s e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  of y o u r  
area.

c c : T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  G o v e r n o r
M a r k  S. H i c k e y ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  O p e r a t i o n s ,  D O T & P F  
D o r o t h y  J o n e s ,  Mayor, M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n ^  B o r o u g h  
The H o n o r a b l e  J a l m a r  K e r t t u l a ,  A l a s k a  S tate S e n a t o r  
Th e  H o n o r a b l e  Ron L a r s o n ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
The H o n o r a b l e  C u r t i s  M e n a r d ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Mi k e  S z y m a n s k i ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  
W i l l i a m  Sn e l l ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  C e n t r a l  Region, D O T & P F

S i n c e r e l y ,



PETITION

WHEREAS, the overall design of HYER ROAD is unsafe and jeopardizes the health 

and well-being of motorists and does not meet state road design specifications 

relating to grade and horizontal and vertical curve distances, and,

WHEREAS, HYER ROAD is the ONLY collector road feeding traffic from residen­

tial areas adjoining HYER ROAD to either the Parks Highway or the Palmer - 

Wasilla Highway, and,

WHEREAS, HYER ROAD is centrally located in one of the highest residential 

growth areas in the Mat-Su Valley and there is an immediate and identifiable 

need for additional, SAFE, traffic feeder roads between the Parks Highway 

and the Palmer-Wasilla Highway as an interconnecting link to Bogard and 

Trunk Roads.

THEREFORE, the following individuals petition the Governor of the State of 

Alaska, the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation, Senator Jalmar 

Kerttula, Representative Curtis Menard, Representative Ron Larson, 

Representative Mike Symanski and the Matanuska Susitna Borough to declare 

HYER ROAD as substandard in design and therefore hazardous to vehicular 

traffic and to provide immediate support and funding for the redesign and 

construction of HYER ROAD.
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Bru c e  P. D eM o n d ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

J a n u a r y  12, 1987

J e a n  C a m p b e l l  
P a l m e r  J u n i o r  High 
P a l m e r ,  A K  99645

D e a r  Mrs. C a m p b e l l :

It is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th a t  r e s i d e n t s  and u sers of H y e r  R o a d  i n t e n d  
to  p e t i t i o n  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to u p g r a d e  
H y e r  Road. The S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  s u p p o r t s  the in t e n t  of s u c h  a 
p e t i t i o n .

F o r  y e a r s ,  sc h o o l  b u s e s  h a v e  t r a v e l e d  Hy e r  Road on a d a i l y  b a s i s  
t r a n s p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s  to and f r o m  W a s i l l a  and P a l m e r  s c h o o l s .  If 
it w e r e  p o s s i b l e ,  the S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  w o u l d  not use H y e r  R o a d  f o r  
s c h o o l  b u s  travel. How e v e r ,  t h e  o n l y  a c c e s s  for the r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r e a s  e a s t  or w e s t  of H y e r  R o a d  to the P a r k s  H i g h w a y  o r  the P a l m e r -  
W a s i l l a  H i g h w a y  is H y e r  Road.

It is p r o b a b l e  that the p o r t i o n  of H y e r  R o a d  that d e s c e n d s  t h e  b l u f f  
d o e s  n o t  m e e t  road d e s i g n  s t a n d a r d s .  In y e a r s  past, w h e n  t r a f f i c  
v o l u m e s  w e r e  limited, d e s i g n  d e f i c i e n c i e s  did not i m p a c t  t r a f f i c  
s a f e t y  as m u c h  as it d o e s  now. N o t  o n l y  has r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a f f i c  
i n  t h e  a r e a  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in the last few years, H y e r  
is a l s o  u s e d  as a "feeder" r o a d  b e t w e e n  the P a l m e r - W a s i l l a  H i g h w a y  
a n d  t h e  P a r k s  H i ghway. T h r e e  s c h o o l  b u ses travel H y e r  R o a d  t h i s  
y e a r ,  t w i c e  a day.

T h e  D O T - P F  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  s i x - y e a r  p l a n  r e v i e w e d  b y  the 
P u p i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  in N o v e m b e r  d i d  n o t  i n ­
c l u d e  H y e r  Road. I w i l l  ask t h e  C o m m i t t e e  to c o n s i d e r  a r e c o m m e n d­
a t i o n  for u p g r a d e  of H y e r  R o a d  at t h e  n e x t  meeting. The C o m m i t t e e ' s  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w o u l d  be sent to t h e  B o r o u g h  Public W o r k s  D i r e c t o r .
I w i l l  a d v i s e  you of the C o m m i t t e e ' s  a c t i o n  in this m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y  yours,

. —  A ____ __
e - ~ .  *. V

S a u n d r a  C. H u t c h i n s
P u p i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S u p e r v i s o r

S H / s b
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