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C O M M ITTEE  CALENDAR:

H C R  34: R e l a t i n g  to t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  directional signs.

HB 401: "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e b a t e s  for m o t o r  fuel
t axes f or fuel u s e d  in w a t e r c r a f t  o u tsid e the 
state; an d l i m i t i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of the 
a t t o r n e y  general and t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  
to r e c o v e r  r e f u n d s  p a i d  b e f o r e  the effective 
d a t e  of this Act; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

H C R  35: C o m m e n d i n g  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S ys tem for
25 y e a r s  of service.

FOR THIS MEETING, Y O U  HAVE BEEN GIVEN:

* A  f o l d e r  on HCR 34

* A  f o l d e r  on HB 401 t h a t  includes:
Item #1: HB 401

fiscal notes: Depart, of R e v e n u e
Depart, of Comm. & Eco. Dev. 

p o s i t i o n  paper: Depart, of R e v e n u e  
S e nat e c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  S B  366 
Sectional Analy s i s  
Statutes
b a c k g r o u n d  i n formation

# 2 :

#3:
#4:
#5:
#6 :

* a f o l d e r  on HCR  35
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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:
T itle: Commending the Alaska Marine 
Highway System for 25 years ot servTce. 
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EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Pollan)

Agency Affected: _D0T/PF 
B R U :___________________
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OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 F/ 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND ASiTUCTURES
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MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATiNG $0 $U $0 $0 $0 $0

CAPITAL $0 $0 SO $u
_ _______ $0 1

REVENUE $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL $0

— i o  —  - „ A Q ________ SC . . . . - J 0  , SO

PO SITIO N S:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attachaseparatepageifnecessary)

Rep. Bette Cato, Chairman 
Division • House Transportation Committee
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DEPART M E N T  OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

NEWS RELEASE

V  • INFORMATION CONTACT: GINGER JOHNSON, INFORMATION OFFICER (907) 465-3900

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

#481/ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY S Y S T E M  MARKS 25TH YEAR OF SERVICE 

January 22, 1988

Juneau- 7-The Alaska Marine Highway System begins capping off a 

quarter century of operation this month. The first state ferry, 

the M./V Malaspina, sailed its m aiden voyage 25 years ago on 

January 23, 1963.

To mark the occasion, G o v er nor Steve Cowper is proclaiming a m i d­

year observance with May as Alaska Marine Highway Month.

It really is a milestone of solid service by a vital public 

agency when you look back at it," Hickey said. "Along with 

providing basic transportation, the Marine Highway system is a 

boon to tourism and a definite plus for other areas of commerce 

as well.

In addition, there will be special o bservances through the year 

affording Alaskans statewide the op port u n i t y  to participate, said 

Commissioner Mark Hickey of the Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities, which operates the Alaska Marine Highway System.

"And, then, there's the very human side of this. Ferry personnel 

over the years have assisted in search and rescue efforts,

(More)



Alaska M arine Highway System Marks 25th Year of S e r v i c e ... add one

medical emergencies, and on-board contingencies large and small, 

including the d e l ivery of babies and colle cting donations for 

p assengers in emergency situations. It all adds up to much more 

than just opera t i n g  a ferry system."

Alaska M a r i n e  Highway System Director G e o r g e  Davidson said the 

special year "serves to keep us on our toes. We naturally look 

back with p r i d e  at the record of service behind us, but also with 

recharged d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to the challenges ahead."

Following the M/V Malaspina's maiden voyage in 1963, the M/V  Taku 

and the M/V Matanuska were added to the fleet that same year.

The ferry system opened to Alaskans and visitors a means of 

regularly scheduled public transportation connecting the highway 

system at Prince Rupert, B.C. and Haines, to southeast 

communities not reachable by land routes.

The system before long, added a lower 48 link to Seattle. It now 

operates nine vessels, serving southeast, Prince W i l l i a m‘S o u n d , 

Aleutian C h a i n  communities, and southcental Alaska as well. The 

system serves 3,500 route miles and carries more than 360,000 

p assengers and 90,000 vehicles annually, along with freight and 

other goods of Alaskan commerce.

In total, the system lias carried six million passengers and one- 

and one-half m i l lion vehicles since 1963.



ews
'j»
>'r- : ■•*?. /*..* ■•*’

293-940), 62 Rages

V V h  b  I V

• ; c u y = y . 5 u @ S S | * l

jlacing 
e U .S. 

by the 
orough

ay-.
11 look 
t the 
i.m! in

lanned 
st site 
Area.

Pass 
tensive 

. '<?>. 
of ’ the 
e con- 
Island 

I.
5 De- 
second 
nission 
 ̂ N avy 

reeable 
eration 
:ement 
sphere 
le eco-

are
esday's

...y ■’jjsoi!1 rv ni? "•.'I- • 9»a»1 rfiv 
■: ’ O.̂' v-.bJrli  ̂ -,;d ■ -w d V  ;

i -,t •

-,U'
I V*-> -

♦V : \ r !  1 •*.*,

Ferries sail by-oj 
silver

■ a.-. ■,vL---:k' ".a j.:is
B Y J U N E  A L L E N  I ' }  

Daily News Staff .Writer 
The inaugural sailing of the Alaska 

state ferry Malaspina was front page 
. news in Ketchikan long before the 

new vessel sailed north from the 
Seattle yards for Alaska. y.,: _/[; 'n
■ The date of her first cail in 
Ketchikan was Jan. 23, 1963 — a 
quarter century ago this weekend.

The Malaspina's prow cut the 
r ib b o n  on the A la sk a  M a r in e  
H ighw ay System as' the first of three 
sister ships to' be built at a' cost o f 
$10,445,000, designed by naval 
architect Philip F . Spaulding and 
built by Puget Sound Bridge and Dry 

Dock Co. ■« '. \j; : ^4
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- I, attired in a  uniform w hich an : .. | 
eyewitness said looked like i t 'h a d . 
been  b o rro w ed  from  a Sou th  
American Navy. ,-.-v -i1& «trc»| 

The whole concept of being the 
first Alaska stop on Southeastern's 
m a r in e  h ig h w a y  w a s  b e in g  
addressed by the Greater Ketchikan 
C h a m b e r  o f C o m m e rc e . T h e  
chamber's banker president, Jack 
Reekie Jr., was requesting weekly 
reports^ from ferry committees. Qn<^ 
w as investigating, ferry refueling, 
stops in the First City;' another v/as 
encouraging crews to live in Ketchi­
kan; anu rtill another was called the . 
F e rry  A rch  com m ittee. ItV/was 
charged with designing and funding 

Alaska Gov.. W illiam  A . Egan a grand,.if rustic, laminated arch to 
headed a list of dignitaries aboard rival the downtown All Alaska: City 
the vessel a s . it  awaited a Seattle.. arch on Mission Street. The .ferry, 
departure after a series of short, arch would be supported by..logs, 
shakedown cruises in Puget Sound...,, later to be replaced with totem poles.
A  delay in  sailing north was caused The Matanuska and Taku .were 
b y  rep a irs  to a c ra ck  w h ich  .due to be finished the end of April 
developed on an engine super- . .1963 and already the Cham ber was 
charger casing. . ..^VjStudying future, fer^y extensions,

Capt. Reuben Jacobsen ran w hat, , supporting a terminal at Tolstoi B ay .,, 
he called his "little luxury liner" at,* on Thorne A r m .. However, district 
speeds above the 18-knot, c r u i s in g S e n . , W .O . (B o ) .S m ith  said her. ’• 
range to make up tim e,. b u t ; the *t.supported a futurqterminal at Hollis. -A 
M alasp ina sailed into Re.tchikaq. oJ^ ,Jhe eptire. coquamuty \yas.. caught. J  
almost 10.hours late.,.. J J 'J  the ' .excitnpaerit -w.V.theyjdt

"■-.She. was greeted, w ith w h i t  Daily • Malaspina's'arrival, and' significance,:^
'• New s headlines called .i.VNew / W hen  she w as tied up hepif an agentjfe

York -T ype ,W elcom e.".^*? .;v  ;*!•,&'■[. sold- tickets y .for. the^pontinu ing :
! I- !h V f  y.'- .voyage 'north from a cigar box .in a 1.^

Scheduled events included. perfori borrowed trailer. .-url '
inances by both the Metlakatla and 
Kayhi bands, a fly-over of small 
planes (probably canceled since the 
ferry arrived at night), and a boat 
parade led by the city's fireboat H .V . 
New ell, skippered by Bud Beck, 
crewed by Roy Selfridge, Glare 
Stigan and W alter Fitzgibbon with 
engineer M ike  Kouni. {

Ketchikan Daily New s editor Albro 
Gregory was along for the inaugural 
sailing, doing a series of stories for 
the Associated Press in Seattle and 
taking scores of pictures which were 
featured on page one well'; into 
February. . t j

Richard Downing, commissioner of 
public works, was photographed 
barefoot, pant legs rolled up as he 
scrubbed decks — not enough 
s tew ard s  had yet been h ired . 
Fairbanks entrepreneur Chris Palzer 
had the contract for food service 
aboard the M alasp ina and was

. v M I
Then the Malaspina sailed north to '^ f

ca n y  Qov. Egan to his inaugural' ,V lh iS ;p h o (o ,  t^ k e n ; ZQ .yeajrSj'O j’O , 
ceremonies. Along the route each*.-5’ ;l^ h ta ^ u s k a  a n d / T ^ A h 5 d  jo j^ e d  .p ieJM  

passing fishing boat tooted a greeting. ’•'To'-. c r ta te '. th e  's ta te 's \  m a ^ jm d V -jfe r ry  

which the Malaspina returned w ith a ;  P h o to g r a p h e r  -  S t e v e .M c G u t c h e o n .c a i  
blast from her whistle.

It was an impoitant event in 1 9 6 3 , j.V 
the year that was the la s t*  for ' - f ■ '
President John F. Kennedy, the year • _
in which people were doing the - » , . ■  ■  ■  ■  S  i t -
Twist and Thistle D ew  was plotting' I  —
the death of D ick Tracy's sidekick ’’ .

Junior. ■ . ' ■ j M T ' g  I t W  A
T h e  o p en in g  of the m a rin e  | 1  T - ^ l  T  >fa V h l  K t J

highway was the culmination o f '  f l  l ' l .  B '  I  ‘ I  «
many, many years of planning and . •• ' --jjrV
preparation. . •>, f t

On the front page of the Jan. 23, :. i' lBcUtor’s. dote: 'Mem/ present'arid ' [mtmc
farmer.’ Ketchikan- Residentsr re- ’l‘ was a

the’bi) 
remen

Southeastern Alaska ■ finally b eca m e , '!W e 
reality. J "  . :ihose(

> .$ * • * ! :O r a l  F re e m a n  •
U r« a rm f lr t  n H *  A  C  * V  11 . 4 " Z

1963, edition of the Ketchikan Daily 
New s was an old 1919 photo of a faember the years daring which4 the the'. 
Fourth of July parade float, built to ' idpa &. marine 'highway " for rem
r a t a m h l / i  n  f t » m r  O n  l i e  a i r l a  u , n c  o  A l a c l r nresemble a ferry. On its side was a 
sign which said ,"Car Ferry No. 1."

It had finally arrived.

On the bridge
The Malaspina captains:

|  1 ■ V Of' •

Capt. Harold Payne has been of 1963. H e was among the throng

•- O ra l-freem an  w a s : one of'Kfctchi- 
kah's-'representatives In- the. first- 
Alaska .Slate Legislature after Sta'te- 

' hood hi 1959. H e  says he Has no idea xeprest 
w ho first came u ^ ’Vdth-the concept L eg is l 

'•Of a paarine highway. It-w as an  old genera 
and cherished, idea, but . during his 

'•years 'In that fjrst Legislature the 
‘ -fen y  concept Was mostly a dream — 

there was no money to implement it.
But somehow along the line a 

study w a s B e g u n , a n d -th e -id e a  of

around 
Spring! 
Well th 
-acromf 
‘ferries i 

He s.
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
LEGIS L A T I V E  R E F E R E N C E  L I B R A R Y

May, 1988

Copies of m i n u t e s  listed b e l o w  w e r e  o rigi nally included 
in this file. The m i n u t e s  are available on the STAIRS 
databas e CMPR. In order to save.space copies of minutes 
have not b e e n  left in the files.

M a r y  Van N i m wegen
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D a t e  r e f e rred: 1/25/88 F U R T H E R  REFERRALS:

DATE: Febraury 8 , 1988

The  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  has c o n s i d e r e d  H C R  35_________

C o m m e n d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  for 25 years of service.

R E C O M M E N D S :

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  __________

[ ] a t t a c h e d  amendment(s)

d o  pass 

d o  not pass 

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  referral to the

[ ] t h e  same title

[ ] a n e w  t i t l e

Committee

A D O P T S : [ ]  le tter of intent

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  NOTE(s):

[ ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t  [ ] same as p r e v i o u s  fiscal note

[ X ] z e r o  f i s c a l  note  p u b l i s h e d_________________________

[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a lys is [ ] same as p r e v i o u s  zero fiscal

note p u b l i s h e d  _________________

S I GNI NG O T H E R  R E COMMENDA TIONS:

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n ature
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Subject of meetingCOMMITTEE
* HCR 34: Relating to tourist-oriented signs

*HR 401: Rebates for Motor Puel Taxes

*HfP 35: Commending the Alaska Marine Highway

House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Comm ittee

February 8, 1988

Official BtuinM*

DO YOU WANT 
TO TESTIFY?Please use full address 

Please i n c l u S e ^ r p .
PHONE REPRESENTINGncludeADDRESS

H tv'l

■ Sutvs W -  *-770 0
q u a

z.

* indicates first public hearing
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