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COMMITTEE CALENDAR:
HCR 34: Relating to tourist-oriented directional signs.

HB 401: "An Act establishing rebates for motor fuel
taxes for fuel used in watercraft outside the
state; and limiting the authority of the
attorney general and the Department of Revenue
to recover refunds paid before the effective
date of this Act; and providing for an
effective date."

HCR 35: Commending the Alaska Marine Highway System for
25 years of service.

FOR THIS MEETING, YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN:
* A folder on HCR 34

* A folder on HB 401 that includes:
Item #1: HB 401
#2: fiscal notes: Depart, of Revenue
Depart, of Comm. & Eco. Dev.
position paper: Depart, of Revenue
#3: Senate companion bill SB 366
#4: Sectional Analysis
#5: Statutes
#6: background information

* a folder on HCR 35
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
NEWS RELEASE
W% e INFORMATION CONTACT: GINGER JOHNSON, INFORMATION OFFICER (907) 465-3900
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
#481/ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SYSTEM MARKS 25TH YEAR OF SERVICE

January 22, 1988

Juneau-7-The Alaska Marine Highway System begins capping off a
quarter century of operation this month. The first state ferry,
the M./V Malaspina, sailed its maiden voyage 25 years ago on

January 23, 1963.

To mark the occasion, Governor Steve Cowper 1is proclaiming a mid—

year observance with May as Alaska Marine Highway Month.

In addition, there will be special observances through the year
affording Alaskans statewide the opportunity to participate, said
Commissioner Mark Hickey of the Department of Transportation and

Public Facilities, which operates the Alaska Marine Highway Systen.

It really is a milestone of solid service by a vital public
agency when you look back at 1it,” Hickey said. "Along with
providing basic transportation, the Marine Highway system 1is a
boon to tourism and a definite plus for other areas of commerce

as well.

"And, then, there®"s the very human side of this. Ferry personnel
over the years have assisted in search and rescue efforts,

(More)



Alaska Marine Highway System Marks 25th Year of Service...add one

medical emergencies, and on-board contingencies large and small,
including the delivery of babies and collecting donations for
passengers in emergency situations. It all adds up to much more

than just operating a ferry system."

Alaska Marine Highway System Director George Davidson said the
special year "serves to keep us on our toes. We naturally look
back with pride at the record of service behind us, but also with

recharged determination to the challenges ahead."

Following the M/V Malaspina®s maiden voyage in 1963, the M/V Taku
and the M/V Matanuska were added to the fleet that same year.

The ferry system opened to Alaskans and visitors a means of
regularly scheduled public transportation connecting the highway
system at Prince Rupert, B.C. and Haines, to southeast

communities not reachable by land routes.

The system before 1long, added a lower 48 link to Seattle. It now
operates nine vessels, serving southeast, Prince William*<ound,
Aleutian Chain communities, and southcental Alaska as well. The
system serves 3,500 route miles and carries more than 360,000
passengers and 90,000 vehicles annually, along with freight and

other goods of Alaskan commerce.

In total, the system lias carried six million passengers and one-

and one-half million vehicles since 1963.
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Copies of minutes listed below were originally included
in this file. The minutes are available on the STAIRS
database CMPR. In order to save.space copies of minutes

have not been left in the Tfiles.
Mary Van Nimwegen



Date referred: 1/25/88

The Transportation

Committee has considered

FURTHER REFERRALS:

DATE: Febraury 8 , 1988

HCR 35

Commending the Alaska marine highway system for 25 years of service.

RECOMMENDS:
[ 1 replace with
[ 1 attached amendment(s)
do pass
do not pass

no recommendation

[ ] the same title
[ 1 a new title

individual recommendations

additional referral

ADOPTS: [ 1 letter of

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):
[ 1 fiscal impact
[X] zero fiscal note

[ 1 =zero with analysis

to the

Committee

intent

[ 1 same as previous fTiscal note

published

[ ] same as previous zero fiscal
note published
SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

Chairman®s signature
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