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House of Representatives

C o m m i t t e e  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  s ta te c J p ito i
Juneau, Aiaska 99811

Rep. Belle Calo, Chairman (907) 465-4858

April 24, 1987

COMMITTEE CALENDAR:

HB 78: "An Act relating to the operation of farm equipment
on state highways."

FOR THIS MEETING YOU HAVE:

A folder on HB 78 that includes:
* a copy of HB 78
* a sectional analysis
* three zero fiscal notes and three position papers:

- one from the Dept, of Comm. & Economic Dev.
- one from the DOT/PF
- one from the Dept, of Public Safety

* a description of types of vehicular permits
* letters of support
* a copy of the minutes from the last committee of 

referral
* a copy of the House Labor & Commerce Committee Report
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Original sponsor: Miller

IN THE HOUSE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 78 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

• A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the operation of farm equipment

on state highways."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
i

* Section 1. AS 19.10.060 is amended to read:

Sec. 19.10.060. REGULATION OF WEIGHT AND LOAD OF VEHICLES AND 

USE OF HIGHWAYS DURING CERTAIN SEASONS. The department, with respect 

to highways under its jurisdiction, m a y

(1) establish limitations on weight, size, and load of 

v e h i c l e s , except as otherwise provided in AS 19.10.065;

(2) [REPEALED

(3)] prohibit the operation or impose restrictions on 

vehicular use of highways during certain seasons of the year.

* Sec. 2. AS 19.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 19.10.065. OPERATION OF FARM EQUIPMENT ON HIGHWAYS. (a) 

Implements of husbandry, as defined b y  regulation under AS 28.05.011, 

are not subject to restrictions adopted under AS 19.10.060(1) unless 

the implement is the load of another vehicle. Implements of husbandry 

m a y  be operated on highways subject to the department's jurisdiction 

without obtaining a permit, as provided in this section.

(b) The incidental operation of an implement of husbandry up to

12 feet wide on a state highway is authorized without a permit if the

implement

(1) is operated only during daylight hours;

(2) displays a slow-moving vehicle emblem on the rear of
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the implement;

(3) displays a red flag on the implement in a location that 

affords greatest v i s i b i l i t y ; and

(A) is moving from one farm operation to another within 50 

miles of the home base of the implement of h u s b a n d r y .

(c) An implement of husbandry that is more than 12 feet wide may 

be operated on a state highway without a permit if it meets the p r o­

visions of (b) of this section and is preceded by a pilot car during 

operation on the highway.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.10.011 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.011. VEHICLES SUBJECT TO REGISTRATION. Every vehicle 

driven, moved, or parked upon a highway or other public parking place 

in the state shall be registered under this chapter except when the 

vehicle is

(1) driven or moved on a highway only for the purpose of 

crossing the highway from one private property to another, including 

an implement of husbandry as defined by regulation;

(2) driven or moved on a highway under a dealer's plate or 

temporary permit as provided for in AS 28.10.031 and 2 8 . 10.181(j);

(3) special mobile equipment as defined by regulation;

(A) owned by the United States;

(5) moved by human or animal power;

(6) exempt under 50 U.S.C. App. 501-591 (Soldier's and 

Sailor's Civil Relief Act);

(7) driven or parked only on private property;

(8) the vehicle of a nonresident as provided under AS 28.-

1 0 . 1 2 1 ;

(9) a commercial interstate vehicle under AS 28.10.1A1;

(10) transported under a special permit under AS 28.10.151;



(11) being driven or moved on a highway, vehicular way, or a 

public parking place in the state that is not connected by a land 

highway or vehicular way to

(A) the land-connected state highway system, or

(B) a highway or vehicular way with an average daily 

traffic volume greater than 499;

(12) a mobile home as defined by regulation^

(13) an implement of husbandry operated in accordance with 

the provisions of AS 19.10.065.

-3- CSHB 78( )
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MIKE W. MILLER 
RO. Box 55094 
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D istric t 18 
North Pole 
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(907) 465-4976

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bette Cato, Chairman,

H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  , y

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l J

RE: H o u s e B ill 78, "An Act r e l a t i n g to the o p e r a t i o n  of farm

eq u i p m e n t on s tate hi g h w a y s . "

DATE: 4/14/87

I w o u ld  like to f o r m a l l y  request that H ouse Bill 78 be s c h e d u l e d  for a 

h e a r i n g  bef o r e  the H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee.

HB 78 was h eard by the H o u se  L a b o r  and C o mm e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  on Tuesday, 

A pril 14th at w h i c h  time, a co mm i t t e e  s ub s t i t u t e  was adopted. The 

bill wi l l  now be f o r m a l l y  r e f erred to the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  

d u r i n g  the H o u s e  floor s e s s i o n  Wednesday, A pril 15th.

of Beprcstntatibefi

If vou h ave anv q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g this request, pl e a s e  cont a c t  m e  at 

465-4976.



MEMORANDUM

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r

\  ,
FROM: Staff. \ < v- ^

RE: A n a l y s i s  of CS HB 78(L&C), "An Act r e l ating to the o p e r a t i o n  of

f arm e q u i p m e n t on s tate h i g h w a y s . "

D ATE: 4 / 1 4 / 8 7

S e c t i o n  1

A m e n d s  the current s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C o m m e r c e  and E c on o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  to regulate the w e i g h t,  size, 

and load of v e h i c l e s  o p e r a t i n g  on the State h i g h w a y  system. Adds 

an e x e m p t i o n  w h i c h  is o u t l in e d  in sect i o n  2 of the bill.

Sect i o n  2

Add s a n e w  s t a t u t o r y  s e c ti o n  a l l o w i n g  i mplements of h u s b a n d r y  to 

o p e r a t e  on the S t a t e  h i g h w a y  s ys t e m  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  a permit. 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  als o  e s t a b l i s h e s  four criteria, for i m p le m e n t s  up to 

12 feet in width, that m us t  be m e t  to qualify for the permit 

exemption. Th e  i m p l em e n t  m a y  o n l y  be operated on the h i g h w a y  

s y s t e m  d u r i n g  d a y l i gh t  hours. A  s l o w - m o v i ng  v e h i c l e  e m b l e m  m ust 

be d i s p l a y e d  on the rea r  of the implement. T h e  imp l e m en t  m ust 

d i s p l a y  a red fla g  w h e r e  it a f f o r d s the greatest v i s i b i l i t y .  The 

permit e x e m p t i o n  is o n l y  good for moves w i t h i n  a 50 m ile rad i u s  of 

the i m p l e m e n t s  h o m e  base.

I m p l e me n t s  that exceed 12 feet in w i d t h  are eligi b l e  for the 

permit e x e m p t i o n  if they m eet the four r e q u i re m e n t s  for n a r r o w e r  

i m p l e m e n t s  and are p r e c e d e d  by a pilot car dur i n g  o p e r a t i o n  on the 

highway.

Section 3

A dds im p l e m e n t s  of h u s b a n d r y  to the list of v e h i c l e s  that are 

exempt from the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  requ i r e me n t s  of 

AS 28.10.011.



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEG ISLAT IVE  SESSION 
FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST : Bill Version: 
Publish Date:

JHR_7.fi

Revision Date: ;  Agency Affected: Comm. & Econ . Dev«
T itle : Farm -implements on highways BRU: ______  Measurement Standards

Sponsor: _  
Requestor Components :.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f Dollars)
OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

-

TOTAL OPERATING - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

CAPITAL - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - ” ■ - 0 - - 0 -

REVENUE - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL - 0 - .. -Q - - 0 - i 0-1 1 - 0 - - 0 -
POS IT IONS :
FULLrOME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: 
Division :

Joe Swanson.

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: _______ Department o

Phone 
Date:

Date:
Commerce andL£conomic Development

Distribution (by preparer) :  
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary

345-7750
Apri 1 >4, 1987

Apri 1 14, 1987

page, of

0 0 0 3 k 4 1 4 8 7 a
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O E  C O M M E R C E  &  

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

DIVISION OF MEASUREMENT STANDARDS

P.O. BOX 111686 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99511pho"*(907) 395-7750
March 29, 1987 o

Representative Mike Mil Ier P.O. Box VJuneau, Alaska 99811
SUBJECT: HB78
Dear Representative Mi 11er:
We recommend inserting the following language on page 1, line 29, of House Bill 78:
..." without obtaining a permit [,as] while moving from one farming operation to another within fifty (50) miles of the home base of the implement of husbandry and as further provided in this section. "
The purpose of this language is to allow the movement of equipment from one field to another or from the farm's equipment storage area to a field under its own power, yet not allow the equipment to be moved from, for example, the Point McKenzie area to Anchorage for repair. IVhen traveling distances greater than fifty miles, ive feel the equipment should be loaded on a truck and a pemi t required.
With this change, we are in support of this legislation. We feel that this will provide the necessary flexibi I ity during the short growing season.

Sincerely,

loe Swanson Director
JS:cs/P.5.

C

cc: John Williams, Deputy CommissionerDepartment of Commerce and Economic Development



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 L EG ISLA T IV E  SESSION
F ISCAL NOTE

Bill Version: HB 7 8
REQUEST:___________________________________ Publish Dale.: -J/.2-8/87
Revision Date:------------ -̂--. 7 , . -------------- ,----------- Agency Affected : __________________
Title: Operation or Farm Equipment no,,/

Ori State Highways J

Sponsor: . . —  . , .... Components:.Requestor: D o n le y __________________________ ___________________

REVENUE j -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAP1TAL - 0 - ...... - 0 - - 0 - [“  - I T  ’ — ru '.“

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f Dollars)
OPERATING FY 87 FY 88

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
•TOTAL -0- -u- -u- -u- -U- - 0 -
PO S IT IO N S :
FULL-T1ME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill has no fiscal impact to the Department of 
Transportation & Public Facilities

Prepared by: Bruce R. Freltag------------------------  Phnn»- 465-2957
Division : Engineering & Operations Standards Date: 4/10/87

Approved by Commissioner: —_ _ ------------  Date: v / i s / s n
Agency:__________OOT&PF ' ■?<
Distribution (by preparer) :

Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget ^
Impacted Agency(ies) PaSe   o f
Senate Secretary
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BILL n o : H B  7 8  A P P R O V E D :  N a r k  s - H i c k e y

Commissioner
TI T L E :  A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  O p e r a t i o n  D A T E :

o f  F a r m  E q u i p m e n t  o n  S t a t e  H i g h w a y s

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  r e l a x  e x i s t i n g  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  f a r m  e q u i p m e n t  o n  s t a t e  

h i g h w a y s .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  i m p a c t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  b u t  

c o u l d  c r e a t e  u n s a f e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  h i g h w a y  u s e r s  a s  n o t e d  

b e l o w :

( 1 )  F o r  " d a y l i g h t  h o u r s ”, c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  s h o u l d  a p p l y  

t o  p r e v e n t  m o v e m e n t  w h e r e  h i g h - s p e e d  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  

e x i s t .  " D a y l i g h t  h o u r s "  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  d e f i n e d  a s  i n  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  D C E D  P e r m i t  M a n u a l .

( 2 )  A  p e r m i t  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  b e  r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a p p l y  a n y  

l o a d  c o n t r o l s  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  i n  a 
g i v e n  a r e a .

( 3 )  " O v e r s i z e "  s i g n s  a n d  f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d

f o r  t h o s e  s l o w  m o v i n g  p i e c e s  o f  e q u i p m e n t  t h e  s a m e  as

w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  w i d e - l o a d  m o v e  - 

e s p e c i a l l y  as m o s t  r u r a l  f a r m  s t a t e  r o u t e s  h a v e  

l i m i t e d  s i g h t  d i s t a n c e .

( 4 )  S i n c e  m o s t  r u r a l  s t a t e  r o a d s  h a v e  d r i v i n g  l a n e s  l e s s  

t h a n  t w e l v e  f e e t  in w i d t h ,  a n y  m o v e m e n t  o f  s l o w  f a r m  ' 

e q u i p m e n t  o v e r  t e n  f e e t  i n  w i d t h  s h o u l d  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  

o n e  p i l o t  c a r .

( 5 )  B y  a l l o w i n g  f a r m  i m p l e m e n t s  o f  w i d t h s  g r e a t e r  t h e n  8 1 / 2

f e e t  to u s e  h i g h w a y s  w i t h o u t  a p e r m i t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o

w a y  o f  r e v o k i n g  t h e i r  m o v e m e n t  i f  s a f e t y  p r o b l e m s  

r e s u l t .  A  r e v o c a t i o n  s e c t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  a d d e d  to t h e  

e x i s t i n g  p r o p o s a l .

In  s u m m a r y ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r o v i d i n g  

s a f e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  m o t o r i n g  p u b l i c ,  w e  f e e l  t h e  a b o v e  

i t e m s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  y o u r  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  M o s t  o f  t h e  a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  

a t t a c h e d  W a s h i n g t o n  r e g u l a t i o n s .

For fu r th e r information ca l l Susan Fleischhauer a t 465-3900.



•and remove the unit from the highway when any of the 
above conditions exist which could create an unsafe 
movement.

WAC 468-38-270 Constrwclion equipment. Pursu­
ant to RCW 46.44.091(3). permits may be issued to 
move equipment on approved highways whose single axle 
weight is not more than 45,000 pounds if operating on 
single pneumatic tires having a rim width of 20 inches or 
more and a rim diameter of 24 inches or more. If the 
vehicle has dual pneumatic tires, the rim width shall be 
at least 16 inches and the rim diameter shall be at least 
24 inches.

W A C  468-38-280 Special Equipment.

Special equipment employing axle groupings 
other than the conventional single or tandem 

axle must first be approved by the department 

before permits will be granted authorizing the 
unit to operate on state highways.

A  retractable axle carrying weight allowed 

under R C W  46.44.041 shall have a 

manufacturer's rating of at least 
10,000 pounds, shall be self-steering, and shall 
have the capacity to be activated only from 
outside the driver's compartment: 
P R O V I D E D ,  The requirement that controls be 
activated only from outside the driver's 
c o m p a rtment shall not apply to existing trucks 

presently equipped with hydraulically loaded 

lift axles which presently can be activated 

inside the driver's compartment.

W A C  468-38-290 farm Implements.
(1) F a r m  implement means any device 

that directly affects the production of 
agricultural products. For purposes of this 
section, it must weigh less than 

forty-live thousand pounds. It must m o v e  

on pneumatic tires when on public 
highways and must be less than twenty feet 

wide.
Spray rigs including fertilizer or 

chemical applicator rigs or equipment 

auxiliary to any of these rigs are farm 

implements.
(2) Permits: F a r m  implements less 

than fourteen feet wide do not require a 
special permit for m o v e m e n t  on state 
highways other than fully controlled 

limited access highways.
A  quarterly or annual permit to 

m o v e  farm implements m a y  be purchased 

by a farmer or by a person engaged in the 
business of selling or maintaining farm 
implements. Such a permit or copy will 
allow the person or c o m p a n y  identified on 
the permit to draw, drive, or haul any farm 
implement on state highways.

(3) M o v e m e n t s  of oversize farm 
implements are subject to the following 

regulations:
(a) A n  unescorted farm implement 

shall travel at least five hundred feet 

behind other vehicles so as to allow other 

drivers to pass.
(b) If five or m o r e  vehicles line up 

behind a farm implement, the operator of 
the farm implement shall pull off the read 
at the first point wide enough to allow 
traffic to pass safely.

(c) Oversize farm implements m a y  
be m o v e d  only during daylight hours. Such 
m o v e m e n t s  are prohibited at the times and 

on the those days listed in W A C  468-38- 
230.

The department m a y  permit 
m o v e m e n t s  outside daylight hours during 
an emergent harvest season to a c o m p a n y  

or farmer w h o  requests and receives 
permission in writing. Pilot cars are 

required for such m o v e m e n t s  as prescribed 

in subsection (4)(c) of this section.
(d) Convoying with pilot cars m a y  

be used to m o v e  farm implements. 
T w o - w a y  radio equipment shall be provided 
to the pilot cars.



(e) Lights: Requirements for
hazard warning lights visible from 

one thousand feet, clearance lights, 

reflectors, and other lights shall be as 
prescribed in R C W  06.37.160.

(<i) Flags, signs, and escorts are 

required for the m o v e m e n t  of farm 

implements as follows:
(a) Flags: If the farm implement is 

over eight and one-half feet wide, it must 
display red flags at least twelve inches 
square so as to wave freely on all four 
corners of the vehicle and at the extreme 
ends of all protrusions, projections, or 
overhangs.

(bl Signs: If the farm implement is 
over eight and one-half feet wide, 
O V E R S I Z E  L O A D  signs visible to oncoming 
and overtaking traffic must be displayed. 

These signs must meet the requirements of 

W A C  b6S - 38-I90. A  farm implement 
preceded and followed by pilot cars is not 

required to display such signs.
(c) Escort cars: O n  two-lane state 

highways, escort cars must precede and 
follow if the farm implement is over 
twelve and one-half feet wide. Vehicles or 
loads whose width is between ten and 
twelve and one-half feet are e x e m p t  from 

having escort cars only when operating 

within fifty miles of the business owning 

the equipment.
O n  multiple-lane state highways, 

one escort car in the rear is required if 
vehicle or load is more than fourteen feet 

wide.
Other requirements for escort cars 

and their operation are prescribed by 

W A C  U68-3S-1 10.
W h e n  approval to use a flagnerson 

instead of an escort vehicle is give.., the 
permit shall specifically state that 

exemption.
(d) Posting a route m a y  be used in 

lieu of escort cars if the route to be 

traveled is less than two miles. Signs 
reading O V E R S I Z E  V E H I C L E  M O V I N G  
A H E A D  on a square at least three feet on 

each side shall be placed at points before 

the oversize farm implement enters or 

leaves the highway and at any entry points 
along the way. These signs must be 
removed immediately after the oversize 
m o v e m e n t  has been completed.



46.44.105 Size, Weight, Load

(6) Any other provision of law to the contrary not­
withstanding, district courts having venue have concur­
rent jurisdiction with the superior courts for the 
imposition of any penalties authorized under this section.

(7) For the purpose of determining additional penal­
ties as provided by subsection (2) of this section, "excess 
weight" means the poundage in excess of the maximum 
gross weight prescribed by RCW 46.44.042 and 46.44- 
.041 plus the weights allowed by RCW 46.44.047, 46- 
.44.091, and 46.44.095.

(8) The penalties provided in subsections ( I )  and (2) 
of this section shall be remitted as provided in chapter 
3.62 RCW or RCW 10.82.070. For the purpose of com­
puting the basic penalties and additional penalties to be 
imposed under the provisions of subsections (1) and (2) 
of this section the convictions shall be on the same vehi­
cle or combination of vehicles within a twelve-month 
period under the same ownership.

(9) Any state patrol officer or any weight control of­
ficer who finds any person operating a vehicle or a com­
bination of vehicles in violation of the conditions of a 
permit issued under RCW 46.44.047, 46.44.090, and 
46.44.095 may confiscate the permit and forward it to 
the state department of transportation which may return 
it to the permittee or revoke, cancel, or suspend it with­
out refund. The department of transportation shall keep 
a record of all action taken upon permits so confiscated, 
and if a permit is returned to the permittee the action 
taken by the department of transportation shall be en­
dorsed thereon. Any permittee whose permit is sus­
pended or revoked may upon request receive a hearing 
before the department of transportation or person desig­
nated by that department. After the hearing the depart­
ment of transportation may reinstate any permit or 
revise its previous action.

Every permit issued as provided for in this chapter 
shall be carried in the vehicle or combination of vehicles 
to which it refers and shall be open to inspection by any 
law enforcement officer or authorized agent of any au­
thority granting such a permit.

Upon the third finding within a calendar year of a vi­
olation of the requirements and conditions of a permit 
issued under RCW 46.44.095 as now or hereafter 
amended, the permit shall be canceled, and the canceled 
permit shall be immediately transmitted by the court or 
the arresting officer to the department of transportation. 
The vehicle covered by the canceled permit is not eligi­
ble for a new permit for a period of thirty days.

(10) For the purposes of determining gross weights 
the actual scale weight taken by the arresting officer is 
prima facie evidence of the total gross weight.

The chief of the stale patrol, with the advice of the 
department, may adopt reasonable rules to aid in the 
enforcement of this section. |I985 c 351 § 6; 1984 c 258 
§ 327; 1984 c 7 § 58; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 75; 1075 '76 
2nd ex.s. c 64 § 23.]
Rules o f  c o u r t: M o n c la ry  p e na lly  schedu le J T IR  6.2.

C o u rt Im p ro re in e n l A c t o f  1984 E ffe c lire  dates S e te ra b il-
i l y  S ho rt t i t le  1984 c 2S8: See notes fo llow in g  R CW  3.30.010.

In te n t 1984 c 258 : See no te fo llow in g  R C W  3.46.120.
S eve rab ility  1984 c 7: See no te fo llo w in g  R C W  47.01.141 .

E ffe c tive  da le S e ve ra b ility  1979 e x j .  c 136: See notes fo l­
low in g  R C W  46 6.1.010.

E ffe c tive  dates S e ve ra b ility  1 9 7 5 - '7 6  2nd ex_s. c 64: See
notes fo llo w in g  R C W  46 .16 .070 .

RCW 46.44.110 Liability for damage to highways, 
bridges, etc. Any person operating any vehicle or moving 
any object or conveyance upon any public highway in 
this state or upon any bridge or elevated structure that is 
a pari of any such public highway is liable for all dam­
ages that the public highway, bridge, or elevated struc­
ture may sustain as a result of any illegal operation of 
the vehicle or the moving of any such object or convey­
ance or as a result of the operation or moving of any've- 
hiclc, object, or conveyance weighing in excess of the 
legal weight limits allowed by law. This section applies 
to any person operating any vehicle or moving any object 
or contrivance in any illegal or negligent manner or 
without a special permit as provided by law for vehicles, 
objects, or contrivances that arc overweight, overwidth, 
ovcrhcight, nr ovcrlcngth. Any person operating any ve­
hicle is liable for any damage to any public highway, 
bridge, or elevated structure sustained as the result of 
any negligent operation thereof. When the operator is 
not the owner of the vehicle, object, or contrivance but is 
operating or moving it with the express or implied per­
mission of the owner, the owner and the operator are 
jointly and severally liable for any such damage. Such 
damage to any state highway or structure may be recov­
ered in a civil action instituted in the name of the state 
of Washington by the department of transportation. Any 
measure of damage to any public highway determined 
by the department of transportation by reason of this 
section is prima facie the amount of damage caused 
thereby and is presumed to be the amount recoverable in 
any civil action therefor. [1984 c 7 § 59; 1961 c 12 § 
46.44.110. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 57; RRS 6360-57.]

S « tr ra b il i( y  1984 c 7: See no te fo llo w in g  R C W  47 .01 .141 .

RCW 46.44.120 Liability of owner, others, for vio­
lations. Whenever an act or omission is declared to be 
unlawful in chapter 46.44 RCW, the owner or lessee of 
any motor vehicle involved in such act or omission is re­
sponsible therefor. Any person knowingly and intention­
ally participating in creating an unlawful condition of 
use, is also subject to the penalties provided in this 
chapter for such unlawful act or omission.

If the person operating the vehicle at the time of the 
unlawful acr or omission is not the owner or lessee of the 
vehicle, such person is fully authorized to accept the ci­
tation and execute the promise to appear on behalf of 
the owner or lessee. [1980 e 104 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 148 § 
I; 1969 ex.s. e 69 § l. |

RCW 46.44.130 Farm implements Cross weight
and size limitation exception Penally. The limita­
tions of RCW 46.44.010, 46.44.020, 46.44.030, and 46- 
.44.041 shall not apply to the movement o f farm 
implements of less than forty-five thousand pounds gross 
weight, a total length of seventy feel or less, and a total 
outside width of fourteen feet or less when being moved 
while patrolled, flagged, lighted, signed, and at a lime of

[C h . 46 .44 R CW — p J2| (1 9 85  l . jw s )
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day in accordance with rules hereby authori/.cd to be 
adopted by the department of transportation and the 
statutes. Violation of a rule adopted by the department 
as authorized by this section or a term of this seelion is a 
traffic infraction. ( I ‘>79 ex.s. e 136 § 76; I ‘775 '76 2nd 
ex.s. e 64 § 20; 1975 1st cx.s. c 168 § J; 1973 1st ex.s. c
1 § l-l

E ffe c tiv e  da le - N m 'r ih i l i l y  1979 ex.s. c 13ft: See m iles fill-
low in g  R CW  4 ft .f t ) DID.

E ffe c tiv e  dx les S eve rab ility  l9 7 5 - '7 6  2nd ex.s. c 64: See
notes fo llo w in g  R C W  46 .16 .070 .

E ffe c tive  d u e  1975 Is l ex.s. c 168: See note fo llo w in g  R C W
46 .44 .091 .

RCW 46.44.140 Farm implements Special per­
mits Penalty. In addition to any other special per­
mits authorized by law, special permits may be issued by 
the department of transportation for a quarterly or an­
nual period upon such terms and conditions as it finds 
proper for the movement of ( I )  farm implements used 
for the cutting or threshing of mature crops; or (2) other 
farm implements that may be identified by rule of (he 
department of transportation. Any farm implement 
moved under this section must have a gross weight less 
than forty-five thousand pounds and a total outside 
width of less than twenty feel while being moved, and 
such movement must be patrolled, flagged, lighted, 
signed, at a time of day. and otherwise in accordance 
with rules hereby authorized to be adopted by the de­
partment oT transportation for the control of such 
movements.

Applications for and permits issued under this section 
shall provide for a description of the farm implements to 
be moved, the approximate dates of movement, and the 
routes of movement so far as they are reasonably known 
to the applicant at the time of application, but the per­
mit shall not be limited to these circumstances but shall 
be general in its application except as limited by the 
statutes and rules adopted by the department of 
transportation.

A copy of the governing permit shall be carried on the 
farm implement being moved during the period of its 
movement. The department shall collect a fee as pro­
vided in RCW 46.44.0941.

Violation of a term or condition under which a permit 
was issued, of a rule adopted by the department of 
transportation as authorized by this section, or of a term 
of this section is a traffic infraction. [ I‘7X4 e 7 § 60; 
1979 ex.s. c 136 § 77; 1973 1st ex.s, e I § ?..|

S eve rab ility  1984 c 7: See no le fo llo w in g  R C W  4 7 .0 1 .1 4 1.
E ffe c tive  da te S e *e ra b ilily  1979 ex.s . c 136: See notes fo l­

low ing  R CW  4 6 .6 J .0 I0 .

RCW 46.44,150 Highway improvement vehicles------
Cross weight limit excesses authorized Limitations.
The state, county, or city authority having responsibility 
for the reconstruction or improvement of any public 
highway may. subject to prescribed conditions and limi­
tations, authorize vehicles employed in such highway re­
construction or improvement to exceed the gross weight 
limitations contained in RCW 46.44.041 and 46.44.042

without a special permit or additional fees as prescribed 
by chapter 46.44 RCW, but only while operating within 
the boundaries of project limits as defined in the public 
works contract or plans. [1983 c 3 § 121; 1975 1st ex s c 
63 § I.)

RCW 46.44.160 Monthly or quarterly permits for 
additional tonnage. When vehicles for which licensed 
tonnage has been purchased on a monthly or quarterly 
basis pursuant to RCW 46.16.135 or 46,85.120 as now 
or hereafter amended, then the additional tonnage pro­
vided for in RCW 46.44.095 may be purchased on a 
monthly or a quarterly basis: Provided, That the total 
additional tonnage purchased under RCW 46.44.095 is 
not less than six thousand pounds. The fee for a monthly 
permit shall be one-twelfth the amount charged for a 
corresponding twelve-month period, and the fee for a 
quarterly permit shall be one-fourth the amount charged 
for a corresponding twelve-month permit, and shall fur­
ther be reduced by one-twelfth for each full calendar 
month of the quarter that has elapsed at the time the 
quarterly permit is purchased. In addition, a fee of five 
dollars shall be charged for each monthly or quarterly 
permit issued hereunder.

The quarterly periods covered by this section shall be 
registration quarters consisting of three registration 
months. The first quarter shall commence with registra­
tion month one. [1981 e 229 § I; 1975—'76 2nd ex.s. e 64 
§ 21; 1975 1st ex.s. c 196 § I.]

E ffe c tive  dates S e ve ra b ility -
m ilcs fo llow in g  R C W  46 .16 (170

- !9 7 5 - '7 6  2nd ex.s. e 64 : See

RCW 46.44.170 M bile home movement special per­
mit and decal County treasurer certification of taxes
paid Vehicle license plates Rules. (1) Any person
moving a mobile home as defined in RCW 46.04.302 
upon public highways of the slate must obtain a special 
permit from the department of trrnsportation and local 
authorities pursuant to RCW 46.44.090 and 46.44.093 
and shall pay the proper fee as prescribed by RCW 46- 
.44.0941 and 46.44.096.

(2) A special permit issued as provided in subsection 
( I )  of this section for the movement of any mobile home 
shall not be valid until the county treasurer of the 
county in which the mobile home is located shall endorse 
or attach thereto his certificate that all property taxes 
due in that calendar year, and all delinquent taxes upon 
the mobile home being moved have been satisfied. Fur­
ther. any mobile home required to have a special move­
ment permit under this section shall display an easily 
recognizable decal; Provided, That endorsement or certi­
fication by the county treasurer and the display of said 
decal is not required when a mobile home is to enter the 
slate or is being moved from a manufacturer or distrib­
utor to a retail sales outlet or directly to the purchaser's 
designated location or between retail and sales outlets. It 
shall be the responsibility of the owner of the mobile 
home or the agent to obtain such endorsement from the 
county treasurer and said decal.

(3) Nothing herein should be construed as prohibiting 
the issuance of vehicle license plates for a mobile home.

(1985 Law s) [C h . 46 .4 4 R CW — p I3 |



Lights; Flashing a m b e r  lights at least 6 inches in diameter shall be m o u n t e d  on the 
upper outer edges of the rear of the trailing unit. T h e y  shall be in good working 

order, and clearly visible, and m e e t  the requirements of W A C  468-38- 110(12).

Co u n t y  Treasurer Validation; If a mobile h o m e  is to be m o v e d  on public highways, 

the county treasurer of that county must certify that all property taxes due on that 

mobile h o m e  have been paid ( R C W  46.44.170). A  decal indicating that county taxes 

have been paid must be affixed to the mobile home. This is an essential element of 

the permit, and the permit is invalid without it,

A  farm implement m e a n s  any device that directly affects the

production of agricultural products. It does N O T  include:

Implements having a gross weight of 45,000 pounds or more; 

Those m o r e  than 20 feet wide;

Those not equipped with pneumatic tires w h e n  operating on the highway 

surface; or

Those m o r e  than 14 feet wide unless used for the harvest of mature 

crops.

________  F a r m  implements do not need permits to operate on the state highway

system unless they are m o r e  than 14 feet wide except that permits are required to 

operate any oversize farm vehicle on the interstate system ( W A C  468- 38-290).

Vehicles not meeting the criteria of "farm implements" must have permits to be 

driven or drawn on state highways.

Regulations for the M o v e m e n t  of F a r m  Implements:

If the implement is m o r e  than Sft feet wide, it must display bright red 

flags at least 12 inches square on all four corners and on any 

protrusions.

It must keep at least a 500 foot distance between itself and other 

vehicles. If five or m o r e  vehicles line up behind it, it mus t  pull off the 

roadway to let the traffic clear.

M o v e m e n t  m a y  be m a d e  only during daylight hours and w h e n  visibility is 

at least 1,000 feet. If an e m e r g e n c y  exists, W S D O T  or the Washington 

State Patrol m a y  allow nighttime m o v e m e n t s  with escort cars. In that 
case, the farm implement must be properly lighted and have t w o  4 inch 
double face flashing a m b e r  lights positioned at the widest points on the 

farm implement.

17
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d. O n  two-lane highways, if the implement is over 8 K2 feet but less than 
12Yi feet wide, O V E R S I Z E  L O A D  signs in front and back m u s t  be 

attached; if 1 2 H to 2 0  feet wide, escort cars must precede and follow as 
well.

Vehicles between 10 and 12-1/2 feet wide are e x e m p t  from escort car 
requirements only w h e n  operating within 50 miles of the business 

owning the equipment.

e. O n  a multiple-lane highway, if the implement is over 8 K2 but less than 
14 feet wide, the implement shall have an O V E R S I Z E  L O A D  sign on the 

rear; if between 14 to 20 feet wide, an escort vehicle shall follow .as 
well.

f. A  flagperson m a y  be used under s o m e  circumstances w h e n  stipulated on 

the permit. A  route m a y  be posted indicating m o v e m e n t  of farm 

implements under s o m e  conditions. (See W A C  468-38-290.)

g. F a r m  implements m a y  be m o v e d  in convoy w h e n  escort cars are 

equipped with t w o - w a y  radio equipment.

18
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B I L L  NO: 

TITLE:

CSHB 78 (L&C) DATE:

"An Act re la t in g  to the CONTACT: 

operation o f farm equipment 
on s ta te highways."

4/20/87̂ ^ —  
a l t e r  J. Gilmour

Acting D irec to r
Alaska State Troopers
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To allow fo r  movement o f farm equipment upon roadways and
provide gu ide lines , requirements, and re s t r ic t io n s  fo r  such
movements.

This version o f HB 78 contains no changes which a l t e r  the
o r ig in a l pos it ion o f the D iv is ion o f Alaska State Troopers. I t
c l a r i f i e s  AS 19.10.065(B)(1) as to day ligh t hours, (3) as to
placement o f the red f la g  and (4) l im i ts  distance allowed to w ith in
50 miles from home base. A l l o f these changes are o f a pos it iv e
nature and make the s ta tu te  more eas i ly  understood.

The D iv is ion o f Alaska State Troopers is  neutra l on th is
le g is la t io n .

Arthur A. 
Commissioner
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B I L L  NO: 

TITLE:

HB 78 DATE:

"An Act re la t in g  to the CONTACT: 

operation o f farm equipment 
on s ta te highways."

m  \  8 m i

3/16/87
Major W a lte rO . Gilmour 
Acting D irec to r 
Alaska State Troopers

Current s ta tu tes require re g is t ra t io n  o f farm equipment tha t use 
road ways even in c id e n ta l ly .

T i t l e  17, AAC 25.020 allows the maximum width o f a veh ic le to  be
102 inches. This le g is la t io n  would a llow an implement o f husbandry
veh ic le width o f 144 inches fo r  inc iden ta l operation during day ligh t 
hours w ith a slow moving veh ic le emblem displayed w ithou t a permit. 
" Inc iden ta l operation" is  not defined. This could cause problems.

A veh ic le described as an "implement o f husbandry" more than 144
inches wide can be operated during day ligh t hours w ith a s 1 ow moving
veh ic le emblem displayed and also preceded by a p i l o t  car fo r
" inc iden ta l operation" on a highway. No permit is  required. Once 
again, " inc iden ta l operation" is  not defined.

A veh ic le 144 inches wide (12 feet) would use most o f the width
o f the road lane and in the in te re s t o f to ta l safe ty should have a
p i l o t  car f ro n t and rear.

The D iv is ion o f Alaska State Troopers is  neutral on th is
le g is la t io n .

W illiam R. Nix 
Acting Commissioner



TYPES OF PERMITS

Throughout this manual we refer to vehicles and vehicles with loads. It is 
important to distinguish between the two.

Permits may be issued for vehicles that exceed the legal limitations. These 
permits may be issued for vehicles capable of being driven on a highway but 
which are designed for purposes other than the transportation of a load upon 
a highway. Examples of such vehicles may be self propelled cranes, off road 
construction equipment or other road maintenance equipment.

Permits may be issued for vehicles with loads that exceed the legal 
limitations. These permits are intended to allow the transportation of a 
non-reducible load on a standard size vehicle or on specialized liauling 
equipment that is designed for the. transportation of non-reducible oversize 
or overweight loads.

Permits may be issued for certain specialized hauling equipment designed to 
transport oversize and overweight loads. These permits are issued to allow 
the movement of the trailer with or without a load. Permits may be issued 
for extended periods to allow the movement of the enpty or loaded trailer. 
Normally, a load that extends beyond the width or length of an overwidth 
trailer will require a single trip permit. It must also be understood that 
the permit allowing the use of specialized equipment does not authorize 
loading side by side, stacking or loading end to end. This permit is 
designed to allow the movement of equipment that would not normally be 
transported on a legal trailer. An example of such specialized hauling 
equipment is a ten foot wide lowboy.

Oversize and/or overweight permits may be issued for various lengths of time 
as described below:

1. Single Trip: Che move from origin to destination and return for a 
specific period of time. Usually one day unless the move is of a 
greater distance.

2. Extended Period Permits (monthly periods for up to a maximum of 
one year)

A. Vehicles

1. Vehicle dimensions may not exceed:

a. 10 feet wide
b. 15 feet high
c. Legal length including front and/or rear overhangs not to

exceed 10 feet.

B. Vehicles with Loads

1. Truck-tracbor semi-trailer:

a. Vehicle may not exceed legal length or width.



b. When loaded with a non-reducible load and with proper 
lighting, the maximum dimensions may be:

(1) 10 feet wide
(2) 15 feet high
(3) 75 feet long, including overhangs. The maximum 

overhang, front and/or rear, is 10 feet.
NOTE: Normally, when empty, stretch trailers must meet legal

limitations. When loaded, the above dimensions apply.

2. Specialized hauling equipment:

a. lowboys

• (1) Lowboy trailer may be a maximum of 10 feet wide
without the use of outriggers.

(2) When loaded with a non-reducible load and with 
proper lighting, the maximum dimensions may be:

(a) 10 feet wide
(b) 15 feet high
(c) 75 feet long, including overhangs. The maximum

overhang, front and/or rear, is 10 feat.

Multi-Move: Issued for a period of 30 days when numerous moves are
involved for the same piece of equipment. The permit must be filled out 
in full leaving out date of move, origin, and destination. Each tima 
the piece of equipment is moved, the user must call the issuing office 
for approval of the move.

Pre-Issue: A number of permits up to ten per applicant, issued in
advance, for a specific type of load or move which is moved frequently 
(mobile hemes, trusses, etc.). Permit usage must be made within a 30 
day period and used for only one move. These permits are completed in 
their entirety but lack the date, time, origin, destination, and route 
of movement. This portion is completed by the applicant after 
verification of the move and approval from the issuing permit office.

Seasonal: A permit issued to government agencies and public utilities
only, exceeding 30 days but not exceeding 12 montns, for equipment used 
exclusively in the maintenance of highways and other public facilities.

Doubles: An authorization agreement is used to allow truck-tractor and
trailers in a doubles configuration to the maximum length of 105 feet on 
the Glenn Highway frcm Anchorage to Palmer, the Parks Highway from 
Fairbanks to its junction with the Glenn Highway, and the Richardson 
Highway frcm Fairbanks to Delta Junction or other designated routes as 
determined by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, 
Department of Public Safety or the Department of Gonrmerce and Economic 
Development. Loads must be of legal weight, width, and height.
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      _______________7. Convoys: Oversize vehicles or vehicles with loads may be authorized tomove in convoy when there are no more than two vehicles with loads orthree off tlw road type vehicles in a convoy and the overall length ofthe convoŷ rmc lading pi lot cars, does not exceed 200 feet. The maximumwidth of vehicles or vehicles with loads, in convoy, is 14 feet. Eachpermit appl icat ion for convoy will be considered individually and, whenjustified, convoy permits may be issued when criteria for weather, roadconditions, traffic, and safety are met. Convoys are not allowed incity areas.
Convoy permits shall be single trip permits only.
"Oversize" signs for each convoy shall clearly state the matter of units in the convoy,, with one pilot car required in front and one pilot car in the renr The permit shall stipulate that a maximum distance of 1,000 feet between each convoyed unit is allavea curing travel status and, if two convoys are involved, a distance of one mile must be maintained between the rear pilot car of the first convoy and the front pilot car of the rear convoy at all times.
The issuance of the permit stipulates that traffic behind a convoy shall not be allowed to build unreasonably. Where it is not feasible to pull off the roadway, convoys must come to a stop and flagpersoris equipped with hand paddles and red flags are required to direct the traffic buildup. A violation of this restriction may result in voiding the permit and may be grounds for denial of future permits.

8. Equipment Engaged in Snc/w Removal: Special permits m y  be issued for 
equipment engaged in snow removal operations. Maximum widths allowed 
are 12'0" for graders and 10'0" for loaders and are to be issued on a 
seasonal basis. These permits will be marked: "Valid for Snow Removal 
Operations Only" and are not valid for general construction use.

Other conditions of the permit are • that equipment operated during the 
hours of darkness or adverse weather conditions shall be equipped with 
stop lights, taillights, clearance lights, and reflectors mounted on 
extremities. In areas of high traffic volume, no movement is allowed 
from 7 to 8 a.m. and 4:30 to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, unless an 
emergency or snow removal is in progress. Tmber rotating or flashing 
beacons visible for a distance of 1,000 feet under normal conditions are 
required. "Oversize" signs and pilot cars shall be waived when engaged 
in a working status but are required when in a general travel status.

9. Exceptions: Exceptions are listed here for clarification:

\
A.

B.

Bulk (dry) Cement - Vehicles must be legal in all dimensions and-^ S
combined vehicle weight. A permit may be issued to allow for the*^ M'
shifting of the load as long as the legal gross weight is not -V
exceeded. Applicant agrees to use all care in loading to maintain pvo ‘<L
legal axle loadings. Permits may be issued for seasonal Deriods. *

*

c.

Car Carriers - Maximum height 15 feet, 6 inches and overall length ^  ? 
including overhangs not to exceed 85 feet. Car carriers may travel 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, including holidays, on specific 
designated routes. Permits may be issued for exte .Jed periods.

Cylindrical Hay Bales - Bales may be loaded side by side provided 
that the maximum width does not exceed 10 feet. The vehicle with 
load must be legal in all other respects. Movement is restricted 
to daylight hours only, and to the normal peak traffic 
restrictions. Permits may be issued for extended periods.



D. Farm Equipment - Vehicles may move Saturday and Sundays frcm one 
field to another during harvest season or emergency situations 
only. Ordinarily, integral components of farm equipment need not 
be removed on movements within a 50 mile radius of the point of 
origin. No movement will be allowed in town "during 7:00 a.m. to 
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday or past 
noon on Saturdays, all day Sunday or holidays. Each towing or self 
propelled vehicle must have its own individual permit.

E. Construction Equipment - Ordinarily, removal and separate transport 
of appurtenances will not be required for a move within a 50 mile 
radius of point of origin if weight is not a detrifnent to the 
roadway and bridges involved in the route of travel. Generally, 
outside of the local boundary areas (defined as a 50 mile radius), 
appurtenances will require removal, however, equipment with 
appurtenances attached may move outside a local boundary area if 
weight is legal and width does not exceed 10 feet.

F. Tanks - Loads may be stacked in a pyramid fashion as long as the 
dimensions do not exceed 15 feet high, 10 feet wide, and legal 
length. Weight must be legal. Permits may be issued for an 
extended period.

G. Truck Mounted Cranes - In local areas, a front overhang of up to 15 
feet, may move during hours of darkness if a rotating or flashing 
beacon is mounted at the extreme end of the boon. Permits may be 
issued for an extended period.

H. Trusses and/or Glu Lam Beams - loads may be 15 feet high, may have 
a front and/or rear overhang of 15 feet and the truss or glu lam 
may not exceed 60 feet long.
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Date referred: 1/28/87 FURTHER REFERRALS: Transportation

The Labor & Commerce

DATE

Committee has considered AB 78

"An Act relating to the operation of farm equipment on state highways."

R E C O M M E N D S :  \

[ y  ] replace with 

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] 'do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ ] individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the ________

[ ] the same title

[ ] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS: [  3 letter of intent

A T T A C H E S  N E W  FISCAL NOTE(s) 

[ ] fiscal impact

[\{3 zero fiscal note 

[^  3 zero with analysis
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] same as previous fiscal note 

published _______________________

] same as previous zero fiscal 

note published ________________
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