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A l a s k a  i t a t e  C t g t s l a t u r t

House of Representatives

C o m m i t t e e  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t io n

Rep. Bette Cato, Chairman

February 16, 1987

FOR TODAY'S MEETING YOU HAVE:

A FOLDER ON HB 74 THAT INCLUDES:

* a copy of HB 74
* a bill analysis from Rep. Sund
* a fiscal note
* a position paper from the Dept, of Public Safety
* a copy of the House Committee Report from the

State Affairs Committee
* a current status report
* an excerpt from the Alaska State Statutes

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4858



A l a s k a  i t a t e  ^ e g t f i l a t u r c

House of Representatives

C o m m it t e e  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t io n

Rep. Belle Cato, Chairman

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
1907) +65-4858

February 27, 1987

FOR TODAY'S MEETING YOU HAVE:

A FILE ON HB 74 THAT INCLUDES:
* the committee substitute for HB 74 

a copy of HB 74
a current status report on HB 74 
the committee minutes from February 16th 
a summary of HB 74 from Rep. Sund 
a fiscal note from the Dept, of Public Safety 
a position paper from the Dept, of Public Safety 
a House Committee Report from State Affairs 
an excerpt from tne state statutes

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

A FILE ON HB 94 THAT INCLUDES:
* a copy of HB 94

a current status report on HB 94 
the committee minutes from February 11th 
a bill analysis from the Dept of Health & 
Social Services
fatality statistics from the Coast Guard 
a report on HB 94 from the Coast Guard 
support information from House Research and 
the U. S. Coast Guard

*

*

*

*

*

*

A FILE ON HB 118 THAT INCLUDES:
* a copy of HB 118

a current status report on 118 
a memorandum from Rep. Shultz
a fiscal note from the Dept, of Natural Resources 
a position paper from the Dept, of Natural Resources

*

*

*

*
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Original sponsors: Sund, Gruenberg,
Taylor and Donley

IN THE HOUSE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 74 (Transportation)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to motorcycle license plates."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.10.181(c) is amended to read:

(c) Special request plates. Upon application by the owner of a 

passenger vehicle, noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or motor home, 

the department may design and issue registration plates containing a

series of not more than six letters or numbers or combination of

letters and numbers as requested by the owner. Upon application by 

the owner of a motorcycle, the department may design and issue regis-

tration plates containing a series of not more than four letters or

numbers or combination of letters and numbers as requested by the

ow n e r . The department may, in its discretion, disapprove the issuance 

of registration plates under this subsection when the requested 

symbols are a duplication of an existing registration or when the 

symbols are considered unacceptable by the department.

- 1 - CSHB 7 4 (Trsp)



JOHN SUND, REPRESENTATIVE
2505 2nd Avenue 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
(907) 225-5552

While in Juneau 
P. O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4919

To: " Representative Cato
Chair, House Transportation Committee

From: Representative Sund

Date: February 9, 1987

S u b j : House Bill 74
Personalized Motorcycle License Plates 
Scheduling Request

House Bill 74 would allow motorcycle owners to obtain 
personalized license plates. Car, truck and motor home 
owners already have this option. House Bill 74 simply adds 
motorcycles to the already established program.

Currently, the state charges an additional $30 license fee
for personalized plates above the standard $35 fee for cars
and motor homes and the $40 license fee for trucks and vans.
The rate for motorcycle license fees is $20.

Allowing motorcycles owners to obtain personalized license 
plates would generate additional revenue to tne state.
Please see the attached fiscal analysis.

I would appreciate it if you could schedule HB 74 sometime 
in the near future.



REQUEST :

STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
FISCAL NOTE

Bill Version : HB 74
______________________________. Publish Dale : __________

■. . ;•< ■ . ■ v:- ■

Revision D a le : ;__________________
Title: A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to m o t o r c y c l e  

l i c e n s e  plates.__________________________

Agency Affected: P u b l i c  S a f e t y

B R U  : _____________ M o t o r  V e h i c l e s

Sponsor: Sund
Requestor: House State A f fa irs_______

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f Dollars)

Components V e h i c l e  S e r v i c e s

O P E R A T I N G F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  9 1 F Y  92

PE R S O N A L  SERVICES

T R A V E L

C O N T R A C T U A L

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S

GRANTS. C L A I M S

MISCELLANEOUS

.8 .2 .2 .2 .2

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G - 0- .8 .2 .2 .2 .2

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E -0 - 7 . 5 1 . 5 1 . 5 1.5 1.5

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D  

F E DERAL F U N D S  

O T H E R 

i t t t a l

.8 .2 .2 .2 .2

POS IT IONS :
FULLTIME

PART-TIME

T E M P O R A R Y

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See page  2.

n

I’rcpared b y : 

Division : _

/■’Bi l l  B r o w n

M o t o r  V e h i c l e s
P h o n e : 

Date: _

4 6 5 - 4 3 3 5

1-26-8/

Approved by Commissioner :J_________
Ag ency: _______________________ P u b l i c  S a f e t y  //

n , , -

Distribution (by preparer) : 
legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Oflice of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary

page —L_ of
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S  
For Bil l/Resolution No. hb 74_______

EXPENDITURES:

Co n t r a c t u a l

L i c e n s e  Pl a te s  @ $2.50 x 250 

P o s t a g e  @ $.76 x 250

.6

 ._2
Total .8

A f t e r  the o r i ginal impact of 250 p e r s o n a l i z e d  m o t o r c y c l e  license 

plates the first year, it is e s t i m a t e d  there w i l l  be 50 such plates 

issued in FY89 and s u b s e q u e n t years.

FY88 is b ased on i s s uance of 250 p e r s o n a l i z e d  m o t o r c y c l e  license 

plates at cost to o w n e r  of $30 per plate.

FY89 and s u bs e q u e n t  years based on i s s u a n c e  of 50 n e w  p e r s o n a l i z e d  

m o t o r c y c l e  license plates per year.

INFORMATION:

As a result of the FY88 b u d g e t  d e c r e m e n t  the D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  

may d i s c o n t i n u e  issuing p e r s o n a l i z e d  l i c e n s e p l a t e s  as of July 1, 1987.

It is r e a l i z e d  there wi l l  be few r e q u e s t s  for p e r s o n a l i z e d  m o t o r c y c l e  

plates. Howev e r , if the p o s i t i o n  in the Spec ia l  P r o g r a m s  Unit of DMV, 

w h i c h  n o w  issues p e r s o n a l i z e d  plates, is not f u n d e d  in the o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g et  it is the intent of the d e p a r t m e n t  to no t i ssue an y  p er s o n a l i z e d  

license pla t e s  u n d er  AS 2 8 . 10 . 1 8 1 ( c ) , i n c l u d i n g  moto r c y c l es .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f eels it w o u l d  not b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to r e q ue s t  fund i n g  in 

this fiscal n o t e  for a p a r t - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  so perse lalized plates c o u l d 

be issued o n l y  to m o t o r c y c l e  o w n e r s  if w e  d i s c o n t i n u e  issuing such 

plates to the o t h e r  clas s e s  of v e h i c l e s  that a r e  r o w  eligible. It is 

a l s o  felt it w o u l d  b e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ' t o  r e q ue s t  f u n d i n g  in this fiscal 

n o t e  to r e e s t a b l i s h  a p o s i t i o n  that may b e  d e l e t e d  in the o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g et  w h e n  the m a j o r i t y  of the p o s i t i o n ' s  d u ti e s  a r e  not a f f e c te d  by 

this bill.

REVENUES:



B I L L  N O : H B  7 4 D A T E : J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7

Ul JH

O  H  

W  

H  U, 
Z  C  
W  V} 
2

H  CJ 

OS M  
<  J  

a, ca 

w  z  

a  cu

TITLE: A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to C 0 N T A C T : B i l l  B r o w n

m o t o r c y c l e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  4 6 5 - 4 3 3 5

Curr e n t  law a u t ho r i z e s  the i s su a n c e  of p e r s o n a l i z e d  (vanity) l i c e n s e  plates 

for use on pa s s e n g e r  v e h i c l e s ,  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  van s  or pic k u p  trucks, and 

m o t o r  homes. T hi s  bill i n cludes m o t o r c y c l e s  a s  a type of v e h i c l e  for 

w h i c h  the d e p a r t m e n t  ma y  issue p e r s o n a l i z e d  plates.

T h e  i n c l u s io n  of m o t o r c y c l e s  as a c l a s s  of v e h i c l e  that w o u l d  be e l i g i b le  

for a p e r s o n a l i z e d  license p late w o u l d  h a v e  a slig h t  impact on the d e p a r t­

ment. Special plates do require e xtra p r o c e s s i n g  and h a n d l i n g,  thus take 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  m o r e  time w h e n  o r i g i n a l l y  a p p l i e d  for than a regu l a r  r egis­

tration.

As a result of the FY88 b u d g e t  dec r e me n t  the D i v i s i o n  of M otor V e h i c l e s 

may d i s c o n t i n u e  i s s u in g  p e r s o n a l i z e d  lice n s e  pl a t es  as of July 1, 1987.

It is r e a l i z e d t here w i l l  be few requests for p e r s o n a l i z e d  m o t o r c y c l e  

plates. However, if the p o s ition in the S p e c i a l  P r o g r a m  Unit of DMV, 

w h i c h  n o w  issues p e r s o n a l i z e d  plates, is not funded in the o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g e t  it is the intent of the d e p a r t m e n t  to n o t  issue an y  p e r s o n a l i z e d 

license plates u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 1 0 .1 8 1 ( c ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o t o r cycles.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  is o p p o s s e d  to t his b i l l  b e c a u s e  it is f e l t  that a tim e

u tu u t w h e n  w e  a r e  c u t t i n g  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  is n o t  t he t i m e  to be a d d i n g
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Date referred: 1/23/87 FURTHER REFERRALS: Transportation

DATE: L Z Z
The State Affairs Committee has consideredHB 74

"An Act relating to motor license plates."

RECOMMENDS:

[ ] 

[ ]

replace with

attached amendment(s)

[^ ] do pass 

[ ] do not pass

no recommendation 

individual recommendations 

additional referral to the

[ ] the same title

[ ] a new title

[ 3 

t 3 

[  3 Committee

ADOPTS: C 3 letter of intent

ATTACHES N E W  FISCAL N O T E ( s ) : 

[/*?] fiscal impact 

[ ] zero fiscal note

C 3 zero with analysis

[ ] same as previous fiscal note

published _______________________

[ ] same as previous zero fiscal

note published ________________

t



STEVE C O W PER , G O V E R N O R

d e p a h t m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y P.O. BOX 20
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99802-0020

DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES PHONE: ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5- 2 6 5 0

F e b r u a r y  3, 1987

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Joh n  Sund 

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Bo x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811
n  *•

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Sund:

E n c l o s e d  is a draft of a f i s c a l  n o t e  w h i c h  the d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  su b m i t  

fo r  the pr o p o s e d  House State A f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  to HB 74, 

w h i c h  c h a n g e s  the n u m b e r  of d i g i t s  a u t h o r i z e d  on a p e r s o n a l i z e d  license 

p l a t e  f r o m  si x  to seven.

T h e  d i v i s i o n  has turned dow n  s e v e r a l  r e q u e s t s  in the p a s t  fo r  s e v e n  

d i g i t  plates. Thus, it is felt there w o u l d  be a l arge i n f l u x  the first 

y ear, a n d  a n e w  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  be r e q u e s t e d  to h a n d l e  that increase. I 

w o u l d  a g a i n  like to e m p h a s i z e  it is c u r r e n t l y  our intent to d i s c o n t i n u e  

i s s u i n g  p e r s o n a l i z e d  license p l a t e s  on J u l y  1, 1987, b e c a u s e  of n e c e s­

s a r y  b u d g e t  cuts. This w o u l d  a p p l y  e v e n  if the a m e n d e d  v e r s i o n  w e r e  to 

p a s s  w i t h  the n e w  position. The one p o s i t i o n  c ou l d  n o t  h a n d l e  the 

i n c r e a s e ,  plu s  the c u r r e n t  w o r k l o a d .

O u r  m a i n  p r i o r i t y  m u s t  be to p r o v i d e  the b a s i c  s e r v i c e s  to the p u b l i c  

at our  field offices, ra th e r  than p r o v i d i n g  n o n - e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c es  to a 

s e l e c t  few. This is the r e a s o n  the p o s i t i o n  w h o  c u r r e n t l y  h a n d l e s  

p e r s o n a l i z e d  license pla t e s  w a s  c u t  r a t h e r  than a p o s i t i o n  w h o  w o r k s  

the c o u n t e r  in a field office.

A n  i t e m  w h i c h  was b r o u g h t  to m y  a t t e n t i o n  t o d a y  is that a m o t o r c y c l e  

l i c e n s e  plate w it h  six digits, let a lone seven, w o u l d  take aw a y  par t  of 

the b a s i c  purpo s e  of a l i c en s e  plate, w h i c h  is to p r o v i d e  i d e n t i f i c a­

tion of a vehic l e  from a d i stance. T h e  m o t o r c y c l e  lice n s e  plate is 

c o n s i d e r a b l y  s m a l l e r  than a r e g u l a r  l i c e n s e plate, thus it w a s  felt a 

m a x i m u m  of four or five digi t s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  four, s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  for 

these plates.

If you  h a v e  an y  q uestions, or I can be of any  other a s s i s t a n c e ,  let me 

know.

S i n c e r e l y

B i l l  B rown

C h i e f  of D r i v e r  S e r v i c e s

BB :ns

cc: The H o n o r a b l e  Fran U l m e r -

Cha ir m a n ,  House S tate A f f a i r s

n.l q t m
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REQUEST :
FISCAL NOTE D R A T? T' ̂

Bill Version: P roposed CS HB 7 4 (SA) 
___________   Publish Date : ______________________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1987 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Revision Date:________________________________
Title : An Act r e l a t i n g  to m o t o r c y c l e

l i c e n s e  plates.

Agency Affected: Public Safety

B R U :____________ M o t o r  Ve h icles

SundSponsor: __________
Requestor: Snnri Components :. V e h i c l e  Services

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dol I an)
O P E R A T I N G FY 87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91 F Y  92

PERSONAL SERVICES
T RAVEL

C O N T RA C T U A L
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
L A N D  &  STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

1.1 1 6.0 16.5 17.0 17.5

60.8 . .  . . . 4.1 4.2 4.3

. ! . 1 . 1 .1 .1

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 92.3 20.1 20.7 21.3 21.9

C A P I T A L

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See P a g e  2.

Prepared by : 
■^Jli^Division : _

Bill Brown

M o t o r  V e h icles

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: _________________

Phone: 
Date: .

Date:

4 6 5 -4 3 3 5
2-3-87

P ublic Safety

Distribution (by preparer) :  
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency!ies)
Senate Secretary

R E V E N U E 157.5 16.5 16.5 16.5 16.5

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N F R A L E U N D  
FEDERAL FUNDS 

OPIIER 

irrrAL

_92_3._ _ 20.1 - 20.7 21.3 21.9

92.3 20.1 20.7 '1.3 21.9

P O S I T I O N S :

FULLTIME
PART-TIME
T E M P O R A R Y

1

1 1 1 1

pace, of -2-
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S
For Bi ll/Resolut ion No. P R O P O S E D  C S H B  74 (SA) D R A F T

E X P E N D I T U R E S :

P e r sonal S e r vices

O n e  M o t o r  V e h i c l e  Rep III, A n c h o r a g e  31.4 31.4

(full time first year, part time 

s econd and s u b s e q u e n t  years)

C o n t r a c t u al

D ata P r o c e s s i n g  c h a n g e s  2 5 . 0 *

L i c e n s e  P l a t e s  5 , 0 0 0  @ $5.00 2 5 . 0

250 @ $2.50 (m/c) .6

P o s t a g e  5 ,0 0 0  p l a t e s  @ 1.75 per se t  8.8

250 p l a t e s  Q $.76 per p l a t e  .2

G e n e r a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e

2,625 @ $.22 .8

P r i n t i n g  T e m p o r a r y  re g i s t r a t i o n s

5,250 x  .07 .4

T o t a l  6 0 . 8  60;8

C o m m o d i t i e s

N o r m a l  O f f i c e  S u p p l ie s  .1 .1

T otal 92.3

* O n e  time ch a r g e  

REVENUES:

• FY88 is b a se d  on i s s u a n c e  of 5 , 0 0 0 r e g u l a r  p e r s o n a l i z e d  license plates 

w i t h  7 digits, and 250 m o t o r c y c l e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  l i c e n s e  plates at the 

cost to the o w n e r  of $ 3 0 . 0 0  p e r  app l i c a t io n .

FY89 an d  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s  b a se d  on i s s u a n c e  of 500 r e g u l a r  per s o n a li z e d  

lice n s e  plates, o ver an d  a b o v e  the c u r r e n t  trend, a n d  50 n e w  m o t o r c y c l e  

p e r s on a l i z e d  license pl a t e s  pe r  year.

IN F O R M A T I O N :

T hi s  fiscal n o t e  r e f l e c t s  wh a t  the i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  w o u l d  be to issue 

p e r s o na l i z e d  lice n se  pla t e s to m o t o r c y c l e s ,  and i n c r e a s e the n u m b e r  of 

d igits o n  p e r s o n a l i z e d  pla t e s  from six to seven.

T h e  p o si t i o n  in the Spec i a l  P r o g r a m s  Unit of D M V  w h i c h  n o w  handles 

p e r s o na l i z e d  plates is n o t  funded in the FY88 o p e r a t i n g  bud ge t  d u e  to 

the r e q uired decrem e n t .  The n e w  p o s i t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  in this fiscal 

n ot e  w o u l d  no t  be a b l e  to h a n d l e  the increase, p lus curr e n t  w o r k l o a d  

of the d e l e t e d  position.

T h e r e fo r e ,  it is the c u rr e n t  intent of the d e p a r t m e n t  to not h i r e  the 

p o s i t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  in this fiscal note, a n d  to d i s c o n t i n u e  issuing 

p e r s o n a l i z e d  l i c e n s e  p la t e s  on July 1, 1987.



H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
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Date referred: 2/9/87 FURTHER REFERRALS:

The Transportation

D A T E : February 27. 1987 

Committee has considered HB 74

"An Act relating to motorcycle license plates."

R E C O M M E N D S :

[X ] replace with Committee Substitute HB 74 
attached amendment(s)[ ]

ADOPTS:

[ X ]  do pass
[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ ] individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the

[ ]   letter of intent

[ x ] the same title 

[ ] a new title

Committee

A T T A C H E S  N E W  FISCAL NOTE(s) 

[ ] fiscal impact

[ 3 zero fiscal note

[ 3 zero with analysis

[ X] same as previous fiscal note

published 1 / 2 9 / 8 7 _______________
[ ] same as previous zero fiscal

note published ________________

SIGNING O T H E R  R E C O M M E NDATIONS:

Chairman's signature



C O M M IT T E E :

House Transportation

D A T E : February 16, 1987

Official Buainecj S I G N - I N

Subject of meeting:
HB 74: "An Act relating to motorcycle

license plates."

NAME ADDRESS PHONE REPRESEN T IN G DO YOU WANT 
TO TESTIFY?
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C O M M IT T E E :

House Transportation Committee

D A TE : February 27, 1987

Official DuaineM S I G N - I N

Subject of meeting:
HB 74: "An Act relating to motorcycle

license plates."
HB 94: "An Act relating to boat numbering,

accidents, and safety; and providing 
for an effective date.

HB 118: "An Act relating to decisions on 
right-of-way lease applications."

NAME ADDRESS PHONE REPRESEN T IN G DO YOU WANT 
TO TESTIFY?
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
Dl VISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 20
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-0020 

PHONE: ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 26 5 0

F e b r u a r y  19, 1987

Th e  H o n o r a b l e  B ette Cato 

C h a i r m a n  - H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t i v e  

P.O. Bo x V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cato:

D u r i n g  the h e a r i n g  on HB 74 on F e b r u a r y  16, 1987, you r e q u e s t e d  some 

d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  the n u m b e r  of lice n s e  plates D M V  issues for n o  fee and 

to c h a r i t ab l e  organiz a t i on s .  The last y e a r  for w h i c h  these figures are 

c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  is c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1985.

The no fee p l a t e s  are as follows:

H a n d i c a p p e d  978

D i s a b l e d  70

A m a t e u r  R a d i o  Op. 365

P r i s o n e r  of W a r  28

Se n i o r  C i t i z e n  8,821

The n u m b e r  of c ha r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  plates, w h i c h  i n c ludes c h u r c h e s  

and n o n - p r o f i t  or g a n iz a t i o n s ,  w a s  2,472. T h er e  is a $5.00 r e g i s t r a t i o n  

fee for these vehicles.

If I can be of any f ur t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  let me  know.

Sincerely,

BB:ns

Chief of Driver Services

12-L8LH
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