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BILL NO: HB 544 DATE:
March 30, 1988

T IT L E :
An Act relating to civil 

liability for volunteer 
aircraft inspection 

programs.

CONTACT:
Capt. C. Roger McCoy 

Commissioner's Office 
465-4322

The Alaska Wing Civil Air Patrol (CAP) has an "aircraft safety inspection 

program" now in place which is part of their objective to improve public 
av/areness of aerospace safety. This program is staffed by CAP members as 
volunteers which involves presentation through flight instruction schools and 
safety workshops.

This bill provides qualified volunteers with a degree of civil protection. The 

Department of Public Safety supports this legislation.

Arthur*£fTgl ish 
Commissioner



S U B J E C T :  I m m u n i t y  f r o m  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  v o l u n t a r y  a i r c r a f t
i n s p e c t i o n s .

TO: T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  o b j e c t i v e  of  this b i l l  is to e n c o u r a g e  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in a v o l u n t a r y ,  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  a i r c r a f t  s a f e t y  
i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m .  E a c h  S p r ing, v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
v i s i t  a i r p o r t s  across the S t a t e  to p e r f o r m  c o m p l i m e n t a r v  a i r c r a f t  
i n s p e c t i o n s .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of t h e s e  i n s p e c t i o n s  is to s e e k  out 
w i n t e r  d a m a g e  to frames, struts, etc., and to i n f o r m  the p i l o t s  
a n d  o w n e r s  of  the p o t e n t i a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  
t h e i r  a i r c r a f t .  As the s i t u a t i o n  n o w  stands, as a r e s u l t  of 
t h e s e  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  e f f o r t s ,  s h o u l d  one o f  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  m i s s  a 
p o t e n t i a l l y  h a z a r d o u s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  an i n j u r y  r e s u l t ,  the 
r e s u l t i n g  l i a b i l i t i t e s  w o u l d  be r u i n o u s  to the p e r s o n  p e r f o r m i n g  
the c o m p l i m e n t a r y  i n s p e c t i o n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e  w a s  n o  c h a r g e  for 
the i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  it w a s  p e r f o r m e d  at the r e q u e s t  o f  the 
a i r c r a f t  owner.

T h e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n  to this p r o b l e m  w o u l d  s e e m  to be i n t r o d u c t i o n  
a n d  p a s s a g e  o f  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o t e c t i n g  such 
e n d e a v o r s .  F a i l i n g  this r e m e d y ,  the o n l y  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e ems to be 
so m e  f o r m  of  S t a t e  f u n d e d  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  is 
e c o n o m i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  at this time, a n d  e x t r e m e l y  u n s o u n d  u n d e r  
a n y  c o n d i t i o n s .



TO: REP. BETT E CATO, C H A R I P E R S O N

HOUSE T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  COMMITTEE 

RE: HB 544

Formerly, the F A A  conducted a "Spring Break" s afety inspe c t i o n  
program, but this has been discontinued. C u r r e n t l y  the only 
p r o g r a m  b e i n g  cond ucted in A l a s k a  is an educ a t i o n a l  safety 
p r o g r a m  c o n d u c t e d  by the A l a s k a  A v i a t i o n  Safety Foundation. This 
p r o g r a m  is p r e s e n t e d  on public televi s i o n  on T h u r s d a v  nights.
The p r o g r a m  features interviews w i t h  various persons, r a n g i n g  
from FAA employees to private pilots, and deals w i t h  v a rious 
phases of safety training.

In 1987, the F o u n d a t i o n  c o n d ucted  in excess of 400 tests on 
Emerg e n c y  L o c a t o r  Transmitters, and found a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - h a l f  
of them to be defective. The F o u n d a t i o n  also c o n d ucted 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40 E ducational Safety Programs for pilots. These 
p rograms w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  from Bethel to Glen A l l e n  and from B a r r o w  
to Ketchikan. There have been over 500 pilots r e a c h e d  t h rough 
this program. Additionally, the F o u n d a t i o n  has p r o d u c e d  a video 
entitled "Passenger Safet y In A l a s k a "  w h i c h  has b e e n  shown all 
over the State.

To conduct a v o l u n t a r y  or c o m p l i m e n t a r y  i n spection such as the 
F o u n d a t i o n  has in m i n d  would requi re a team of q u a l i f i e d  persons 
and w o u l d  be p e r f o r m e d  at the aircraft owner's request. This is 
not being done at the prese nt time, due to the l i a b i l i t y  factor. 
The objective of this bill is to e xten d f r eedom from li abi l i t y  to 
these persons u n d e r  the Good S a m a r itan theory. There w o u l d  be no 
exempt ion from liability for intentional or w i l f u l  acts, or 
o m m i s s i o n s .
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