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BILL NO: 

T IT L E :
"An Act relating to 

motor vehicle windshields 

and windows."

HB 511 DATE:

CONTACT:
Col. Robert E. Jent 

269-5641

March 15, 1988

88-
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O  H  
W 

H  Pn
z c  There is a concern among the public and the law enforcement community
w w  that vehicles with deeply tinted windows will inhibit the operator's
a  vision and thus impair his/her ability to safely operate the vehicle.

h o  Further, law enforcement officers are concerned about approaching

os h  motor vehicles when they can not clearly see the operator from outside
<* ̂  of the vehicle.

p* m  

w S3
q p.. This well intentioned bill addresses a serious concern of the law

enforcement community in Alaska. Unfortunately, difficulties are 
anticipated with the wording used in this legislation. Specifically 
Sec. 28.35.165(b)(1), (c)(1), and (c)(2). Without a clear, reasonable 
and sophisticated testing procedure, the percentage of light 

uwuu transmission capacity and luminous reflectance could not be adequately
ttttttn1 identified and thus the proposed statute would be unable to withstand
m  a court challenge.

*wAm
nttntt Other states have been attempting to deal with the concerns that are
W m t  being addressed by this legislation. Resolution is unclear at this
ttt, time. Problems exist related to achieving a balance between officer

ntrrm safety, privacy of citizens, and interference with interstate
commerce. It is suggested that a thorough review be performed by the 

nttntt Department of Law relative to the complicated legal issues involved.

tnuttt 
m t t n t  

t n i n n  

txxxxtxx 

tttuttt

' - n  (U fc  c
Arthur English, r4ommTssioner

ai t it it tt
Department of Public Safety
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M E M O R A N D U M  

M a r c h  9, 1988

TO: Rep. B e t t e  Cato, yChair,
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  orr T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

FROM: Rep. J o h n  S u n d J l 3

RE: H o u s e  B i l l  511

T h i s  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a m e m b e r  of  t h e  
K e t c h i k a n  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  as a s a f e t y  m e a s u r e .  (See 
a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  f r o m  C o r p o r a l .  J a m e s  J a n k e . )

T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a d d  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to  A S  2 8 . 3 5  ( M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  
- M i s c e l l a n e o u s  O f f e n s e s , )  t o  p r o h i b i t  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  
v e h i c l e  w i t h  w i n d s h i e l d s  o r  w i n d o w s  t h a t  o b s t r u c t  t h e  
d r i v e r ' s  c l e a r  v iew.

I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  a n  a m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  s e t  t h e  p e n a l t y  at 
a n  i n f r a c t i o n ,  ( n o n - c r i m i n a l ,  m a x i m u m  f i n e  $ 3 0 0 . - ) ;  if n o 
p e n a l t y  is s p e c i f i e d ,  t h e  o f f e n s e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a C l a s s  B 
M i s d e m e a n o r  (90 m a x i m u m  jail; $ 1 0 0 0  m a x i m u m  f i n e ) .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  in 
t h r e e  w a ys. First, it w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  
w i n d s h i e l d s  t h a t  o b s t r u c t  a d r i v e r ' s  v i e w  in a m a n n e r  t h a t  
i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  s a f e  o p e r a t i o n .  Second, it w o u l d  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  s t e p p i n g  a v e h i c l e  b y  a l l o w i n g  h i m  o r  h e r  t o  
s e e  i n s i d e  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  sp o t  p o t e n t i a l  t r o u b l e .  Th i r d ,  as 
O f f i c e r  J e n k e  p o i n t s  out, it w i l l  a l l o w  a p e d e s t r i a n  t o  t e l l  
if t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  d r i v e r  is a l e r t  t o  h i s  o r  h e r  p r e s e n c e .
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F e b ruary 6, 1988

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  S u n d  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. Sund,

I a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to y o u  r e g a r d i n g  a m a t t e r  I 
fe e l  is of  g r a v e  i m p o r t a n c e  to m e  a n d  m y  f e l l o w  P o l i c e  
O f f i c e r s .  A s  y o u  k now, John, I a m  a P o l i c e  O f f i c e r  w i t h  
thei C i t y  of  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s .  
In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  I h a v e  n o t i c e d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  v e h i c l e s  
b e i n g  d r i v e n  o n  o u r  s t r e e t s  a n d  h i g h w a y s  w i t h  all o r  m o s t  
o f  t h e i r  w i n d o w s  t i n t e d .  T h e  d e n s i t y  of  the t i n t  v a r i e s  
f r o m  s l i g h t  to c o m p l e t e l y  dark.

M y  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  d e a l s  w i t h  the v e h i c l e s  t h a t  d o  
n o t  a l l o w  o n e  to see i n s i d e  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  d u e  to t h e  tint.
A s  a P o l i c e  O f f i c e r ,  m y  l i f e  d e p e n d s  o n  m y  a b i l i t y  to v i e w  
w h a t  is g o i n g  o n  i n s i d e  o f  a v e h i c l e  s h o u l d  I h a v e  to m a k e  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  o c c u p a n t s .  S h o u l d  I h a v e  o c c a s i o n  to 
s t o p  a d r i v e r  for s u s p e c t e d  D r i v i n g  W h i l e  I n t o x i c a t e d ,  I 
m u s t  k n o w  t h a t  the o c c u p a n t s  in  t h e  v e h i c l e  h a v e  n o t  e x­
c h a n g e d  d r i v e r s .  T h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  a P o l i c e  O f f i c e r  
n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  to v i e w  w h a t  is g o i n g  on  i n s i d e  a v e h i c l e
w h i l e  it is o n  o u r  s t r e e t s  a n d  h i g h w a y s  are e n d l e s s ,  a n d
o b v i o u s .

W h i l e  d e s c r i b i n g  m y  d i s m a y  o f  th i s  p r o b l e m  t o  a c o n­
c e r n e d  c i t i z e n  o n e  day, s h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  to m e  t h a t  s h e  a l s o  
h a s  a m a j o r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o b l e m .  She w e n t  o n  to t e l l
m e  t h a t  she r e f u s e s  t o  c r o s s  a s t r e e t  w h e n  a v e h i c l e  is
p a s s i n g  b y  her, w h e n  s h e  c a n n o t  see the d r i v e r .  S h e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  is s h e  c a n ' t  see t h e  d r i v e r ,  h o w  d o e s  she k n o w  h e  
c a n  see h e r ?

M y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  v e h i c l e  h a s  f a c t o r y  t i n t e d  gl a s s ,  b u t  
it is n o t  so d a r k  t h a t  y o u  c a n n o t  see e v e r y t h i n g  i n s ide, 
this i n c l u d e s  in t h e  d a r k  o f  ni g h t .  L i k e  I m e n t i o n e d  
e a r l i e r ,  m y  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  is v e h i c l e s  w i t h  t h e  " m i r r o r "  
o r  "one w a y "  t i n t e d  w i n d o w s .

I t e l e p h o n e d  y o u r  o f f i c e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  w e e k  a b o u t  th i s 
m a t t e r  a n d  t a l k e d  to a v e r y  h e l p f u l  J o h n  H a r t l e .  I i n f o r m e d  
h i m  at t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  a l a w  in 
e f f e c t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  " t i n t e d  w i n d o w "  issue. He  a d v i s e d  
m e  t h a t  y o u r  s t a f f  w o u l d  r e s e a r c h  this i s s u e  a n d  b y  t h e  t i m e  
y o u  r e c e i v e  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  m o r e  i n f o r m a­
t i o n  for y o u  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .



H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  S u n d  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
F e b r u a r y  6, 1988 
P a g e  T w o

Mr. Sund, I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  
o n  th i s  m a t t e r ,  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  i t  c a n  be  r e s o l v e d  in a 
t i m e l y  m a n n e r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  is a m a t t e r  o f  g r a v e  
c o n c e r n  to o t h e r  P o l i c e  O f f i c e r s  in o u r  s t a t e  a n d  t h a t  
t h e y  fe e l  the s a m e  w a y  I do.

In a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  help.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,  f

Q*wG yfaJiL-
Cpl. Jamesi/C. J a n k e  
K e t c h i k a n  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  
361 M a i n  S t r e e t  
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 1  
(907) 2 2 5 - 6 6 3 1

H o m e  a d d r e s s :
3760 F a i r v i e w  A v e n u e  
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 1  
(907) 2 2 5 - 6 3 2 6



A M E N D M E N T

O f f e r e d  in the HOUSE By Sund

TO: HB 511

Page 2, after line 3:

Insert a n e w  sub sec t i o n  to read:

"(d) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of an i n f r a c­

tion."

- 1 - 3/15/88
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* HB 511: "An Act relating to motor vehicle
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