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F e b ru a ry  1 7 , 1988

Jon  F e rg u s o n , P r o j e c t  M anager 
A la s k a  C o rp s  o f  E n g in e e rs  
H e a d q u a rte rs  A la s k a n  A i r  Command 
E lm e n d o r f A i r  F o rc e  B a se , A la s k a  9 9 5 0 6 -5 0 0 1
D ea r M r. F e rg u s o n :
On O c to b e r 2 0 , 1 9 9 7 , we r e c e iv e d  a copy o f  a l e t t e r  w h ich  
C o l .  B a r r y  Thompson, D epu ty C h ie f  o f  S t a f f / P l a n s ,  A la s k a  A i r  
Command, s e n t  t o  S e n a to r  Ted S te v e n s , U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e n a te , 
W a sh in g to n , D .C . ,  c o n c e rn in g  th e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y ' s  
r e q u e s t  f o r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  on any wood p ro d u c ts  t h a t  w i l l  be 
u sed  in  th e  O v e r - t h e -H o r iz o n  B a c k s c a t t e r  P r o j e c t .  I n  t h i s  
l e t t e r  C o l .  Thompson in d ic a t e d  y ou  w ou ld  send us th o s e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  when th e y  became a v a i l a b l e .  A re th e s e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  now a v a i la b le ?
W ith  G o v e rn o r C ow per*s renew ed em phas is  on d i v e r s i f i e d  
econom ic d e v e lo pm en t in  A la s k a , u se  o f  l o c a l  wood p ro d u c ts  
f o r  c o n s t r u c t io n  and o p e r a t io n  o f  new m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  
ta k e s  on added im p o r ta n c e . In  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  
new p o l i c i e s ,  th e  S t a t e  i s  p re p a re d  t o  p r o v id e  in fo rm a t io n  
and r e s e a r c h  on o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h ich  s u p p o r t  econom ic 
d eve lo pm en t th ro u g h  th e  use  o f  l o c a l  w ood . We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  w o rk in g  w ith  y o u r  s t a f f  t o  d e v e lo p  b iu  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
w ou ld  a l lo w  A la s k a 's  f o r e s t  p ro d u c t s  in d u s t r y  t o  com pete 
e f f e c t i v e l y  in  upcom ing p ro c u rem en ts  o f  b u i ld in g  m a t e r i a ls  
f o r  th e  B a c k s c a t t e r  R ad a r p r o j e c t .
Wood s u p p ly  c o n t r a c t s  p r o v id e  a s t r o n g  econom ic s t im u lu s  t o  
wood h a r v e s t in g  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e  f o r e s t  
p ro d u c ts  in d u s t r y .  V i e  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  w o rk in g  
w ith  y o u r  e n g in e e r in g  p e r s o n n e l i n  d e v e lo p in g  th e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  wood p ro d u c ts  t o  be used  in  fe n c in g  
m a t e r i a l  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s .  
S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  lum be r in  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  o f  
th e  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u ld  a l lo w  A la s k a  w h ite  s p ru c e  to  com pete 
w ith  "D ou g la s  F i r , "  "S o u th e rn  P in e , "  e t c .  I t  h as been o u r  
e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  g ove rnm en t c o n t r a c t s  t h a t  A la s k a  w h ite  sp ru c e  
i s  n o t c o n s id e re d  b ecau se  o f  th e  way th e  c o n t r a c t  la n g u ag e  i s  
w r i t t e n ,  even  though  A la s k a  w h ite  s p ru c e  m ee ts o r  e x c e ed s  th e  
s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  m ost s p e c ie s ,  in c lu d in g  D oug la s  
F i r ,  S o u th e rn  P in e  and H om -F ir .

•JSLM
m



Mr. Jon Ferguson -2- February 17, 1988

We v/ould appreciate your consideration of our concerns when 
drafting these procurement documents.

We believe that the U.S. Air Force, through the Alaska Corps 
of Engineers, has the opportunity to stimulate and diversify 
our already depressed economy. A project of this magnitude 
can have a significant impact on local and state economic 
development.

We will be awaiting your reply.

/ i j __________  n

stana Forester

cc: Steve Cowper, Governor
Ted Stevens, U.S. Senator 
Don Younc, U.S. Representative 
Judith M. Brady, Commissioner 
Anthony Smith, Commissioner 
Jan Faiks, State Senator 
Richard Eliason, State Senator 
Fred Zharoff, State Senator 
Jack Coghill, State Senator 
Sam Cctten, State Representative 

✓Dicl; Shultz, State Representative 
Drue Pearce, State Representative 
Col. Jim Lee, Program Director 
Col. Jack Lennox, Teputy Director 
Capt. Bill Godfrey, ARS Program Manager 
Capt. Karla Moyer, Asst. ARS Program Manager 
Paul Sitkus, Civil Engineering
M a j . Miles Carlson, Environmental Policy and Assessment
M a j . John Ross, OTH Program Monitor
Lt. Col. Bill Peterson, Director of Programs
Maj. Carol Randal, OTH-B Program Manager
Mr. Jim Hostman, Chief Environmental Planning
Mr. Stan Lawrence, Engineer Project Manager
Capt. Bob Morris, Public Affairs
Dr. Sid Everett, EIS Project Leader
Mr. Bob Marshall, Facilities Manager
Dr. Jamie Mnughan, EIAP Coordinator
Mr. Stephen hope, ARS EIAP Coordinator
Mr. Jim Chambers, Alaska Liaison
Mr. Ernie Woods, Chief Real Estate
Angie Gori, Real Estate
Bob Welch, Real Estate
Larry Reeder, Regulatory
Dill Roberts, Chief Appraisal
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February 12, 1988

Colonel James A. Lae 
QTH-3 System Program Office 
Hanscom AFB, MA 01731

Dear Colonel Lee:

I've Just returned from Alaska, and I wanted to pass along seme observations on 
a subject we've discussed before: the critical importance of working with local 
entitles on the Alaska OTH-B project.

I know, for instance, that a contract for a subsistence study is out for bid. 
The Air Force would be wise to utilize the vast amount of local talent available for 
3uch an endeavor, In fact, if past experience is any guide, you'll find it 
impossible to complete a worthwhile subsistence survey without the complete 
cooperation of the local people - the kind of cooperation an outside entity is 
unlikely to get.

The same situation exists with the archeological surveys to be undertaken.
There is an inherent mistrust of outsiders and their motives - a consequence of 
history and other factors you're aware of. Therefore, you must involve, and rely 
upon local people if you expect a good result.

Our common goal - keeping the project moving ahead on schedule - depends on 
extraordinary local involvement and participation. This is clearly one of those 
cases where ''going the extra mile" now will pay big dividends to both the Air Force 
and the taxpayer down the road.

Some of your best sources of Information about the local situation continue to 
be Dick Shult2 and Jack Coghill. If you continue to maintain close contacts with 
their offices, and follow their advice, this project will move ahead smoothly.

Next time you're in Washington, please set soma time aside to brief David 
Garman of my staff on your activities. I'll also try to sit in if I can.

I look forward to oeeing you again,
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June 10, 1987

Lt. Col. William R. Peterson
Director of Programs
Dept, of the Air Force
HDQT Alaska Air Command
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska 99507-5001

Dear Lt. Col. Peterson:

Having received a copy of your letter to Senator Murkowski from his office 
and based on our phone conversation we would like to clarify our letter of 
February 25, 1987 to you concerning the over-the Horizon Backscatter Radar 
construction project.

The State of Alaska was not in any way trying to get "special" 
consideration for the use of its forest products in the construction of the 
radar facilities. We wanted to point out that contract specifications 
should allow for Alaskan wood use where applicable. Contract 
specifications dictating the use of "Douglas Fir" or "Southern Pines" would 
not assist our industries or economy. Further, the idea that "treated" 
material could not be supplied by industry in Alaska is not valid.
Presently we have no treating facilities "pressure" or double diffusion, 
but have been able to supply to the market treated wood products by 
cooperative efforts with "lower 48" industry. If contract specifications 
for dimensional lumber refer to "treated" products we may even be able to 
interest industry in investing in a double-diffusion treatment facility 
here in Alaska. Twenty miles of eight foot fence could be the 
catalyst for the capitol investment necessary to provide a treatment 
facility. Power generation facilities necessary for the project should 
consider an alternate fuel source as backup to oil or gas, which could be 
provided from local forest biomass. This resource could easily be provided 
by local industry in emergency situations.
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We believe the wood resources of Alaska are yet untapped and your careful 
consideration of contract specification in the construction and operation 
of this project could initiate further economic diversification in Alaska.

Sincerely,

•DAVID E. WALLINGFORD 
Assistant State Forester 
Resource Management

cc: Steve Cowper, Governor
Ted Stevens, U.S. Senator 
Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senator 
Don Young, U.S. Representative 
Judith M. Brady, Commissioner 
Anthony Smith, Commissioner 
Jan Faiks, State Senator 
Richard Eliason, State Senator 
Joe Josephson, State Senator 
Fred Zharoff, State Senator 
Jack Coghill, State Senator 
Sam Cotten, State Representative 
Dick Shultz, State Representative 
Dave Pearce, State Representative



All-Ala&a Weekly, August 21,1987 Page 9

Backscatter Radar System to Be Located in Tok, Gulkana
The Air Force has announced 

that it has chosen the location 
for a $450 million early warning 
detection radar system, called 
the Over-the-Horizen Backscat­
ter.
The Air Force informed the 

Alaska Congressional Delegation 
that the Tok area has been 
chosen as the receive site, the 
Gulkana area as the transmit site 
and Elmendorf AFB as the oper­
ations center for the OTH-B.
"This is a significant an­

nouncement," Senator Frank 
Murkowski said. "From Alaska’s 
standpoint it means hundreds of 
new jobs. For the nation’s

security, lt will revolutionize our 
early warning defense capabili­
ties.”
"Tho numerous forays by 

Soviet bombers off our coast 
illustrate the critical need for us 
to upgrade our radar system. 
Soviet bombers are now capable 
of launching cruise missiles from 
off Alaska and striking targets 
in America’s heartland, without 
ever having to enter our airspace. 
It’s imperative to pick up those 
bombers long before they reach 
our shores, and the backscatter 
system will give us that capa­
bility,” Murkowski said.
“This new radar system will

provide better early warning of 
aircraft and cruise missile ap­
proaches and enhance Alaska’s 
role in the defense of the 
nation,” Senator Ted Stevens 
said. “We also welcome this 
announcement because it will 
generate jobs and add to the 
existing military construction 
activity in the state.”
Congressman Don Young said 

the “announcement is good 
news for Alaskans. In addition 
to the hundreds of jobs gener­
ated by the construction and 
operation of the backscatter, 
this new early warning system 
will significantly improve our

state’s, and our nation’s secur­
ity."
Additional siting work — to 

establish the exact locations 
within the study areas for the 
receive and transmit sites will 
begin immediately, according to 
the Air Force.
Construction will begin in 

the Spring of 1989, with somo 
site prep work starting in mid- 
>1988. The Air Force estimates 
that as many as 400 Alaskans 
will -be employed in the pro­
ject’s initial phase.
The Air Force said that once 

operational, about 60 people, 
half of them military, will be

based at both Tok and Gulkana. 
The Elmendorf operations cen­
ter will employ 314 personnel, 
mostly military.
The OTH-B provides long- 

range, wide-area, all-altitude sur­
veillance of the Northwest ex­
tending out beyond the Aleutian 
Chain and over the Soviet land 
mass.
The system is designed to de­

tect, track and provide oa'ly 
warning of aircraft and cruise 
missiles at range of 500 to over 
1,800 nautical miles from radar 
location.
Alaska’s OTH-B, which 

should be operational by FY 
1992, is one of four OTH-B 
systems that Air Force plans to 
construct and deploy in the 
United States.

^riUDTDCCC
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Fact Sheet
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e

1 Ztf d . 70 qp

BLECTBOWC'SYSTiMS DIVISION, AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND, HANSCOM AFB, M A 31731-501)0 OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS (617) 861-4064

O v e r - T h e - H o r i z o n  B a c k s c a t t e r  ( O T H - B )  R a d a r  S y s t e m

T h e  O v e r - T h e - H o r i z o n  B a c k s c a t t e r  ( O T H - B )  R a d a r  S y s t e m  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  l o n g - r a n g e ,  a l l - a l t i t u d e  t a c t i c a l  e a r l y  w a r n i n g  a n d  

s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  a i r c r a f t  a p p r o a c h i n g  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  F o u r  r a d a r  
s y s t e m s  w i l l  be d e p l o y e d  u n d e r  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ' s  p r o p o s e d  O T H - B  

p r o g r a m  for w i d e  a r e a  d e t e c t i o n  o f  e a s t e r n ,  w e s t e r n ,  s o u t h e r n  a nd 

u p p e r  n o r t h  w e s t e r n  a i r c r a f t  a p p r o a c h e s  to t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  T h e  

F a s t  C o a s t  R a d a r  S y s t e m  ( E C R S )  is c u r r e n t l y  in p r o d u c t i o n ;  t he 

W e s t  C o a s t  R a d a r  S y s t e m  ( W C R S )  w i l l  be p l a c e d  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  in 

m i d — 1 9 8 6 ;  a n d  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  t h e  p l a n n e d  C e n t r a l  R a d a r  S y s t e m  

( C R S )  a n d  A l a s k a n  R a d a r  S y s t e m  ( A R S )  is a n t i c i p a t e d  b e g i n n i n g  in 

1 9 8 8  a n d  1 9 8 9  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

T h e  O T H - B  r a d a r  d e t e c t s  a i r c r a f t  by s e n d i n g  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  (HF) 

s i g n a l s  f r o m  the t r a n s m i t  a n t e n n a  up to t h e  i o n o s p h e r e ,  an 

a t m o s p h e r i c  l a y e r  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  50 to 2 5 0  m i l e s  a b o v e  the 

e a r t h ' s  s u r f a c e .  T h e  O T H - B  H F  s i g n a l s  r e f r a c t  o f f  t he i o n o s p h e r e  

to e x t e n d  o u t  to d i s t a n c e s  in e x c e s s  o f  1 , 5 0 0  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  f r o m  

t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r .  T h e  r e t u r n  s i g n a l  " b o u n c e s  o f f "  a i r c r a f t  w i t h i n  

t h e  t r a n s m i t  b e a m  p a t h  f o l l o w s  t h e  r e v e r s e  p a t h ,  r e f r a c t i n g  o f f  

t he i o n o s p h e r e  a nd r e t u r n i n g  to t h e  r e c e i v e  a n t e n n a .

T h e  t r a n s m i t  and r e c e i v e  s i t e s ,  c a l l e d  s i t e  p a i r s ,  a r e  l o c a t e d  

b e t w e e n  50 a nd 100 m i l e s  a p a r t  a n d  p r o v i d e  an a i r c r a f t  d e t e c t i o n  

a r e a  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  5 0 0  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  to 1 , 8 0 0  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  in 

r a n g e  a nd 6 0 - d e g r e e s  in a z i m u t h .  A s i n g l e  t r a n s m i t - r e c e i v e  s i t e  

p a i r  c a n  p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e  o v e r  t h e  6 0 - d e g r e e  w e d g e - s h a p e d  s e g m e n t  

d e s c r i b e d .  To p r o v i d e  t h e  1 8 0 - d e g r e e  c o v e r a g e  for a i r c r a f t  

a p p r o a c h i n g  the e a s t  and w e s t  c o a s t s ,  t h r e e  6 0 - d e g r e e  

t r a n s m i t - r e c e i v e  s i t e  p a i r s  a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  at e a c h  l o c a t i o n .  T w o  

s i t e  p a i r s  a r e  p l a n n e d  f or t h e  1 2 0 - d e g r e e  A l a s k a n  R a d a r  S y s t e m  

c o v e r a g e ;  f o u r  s i t e  p a i r s  a r e  p l a n n e d  for t h e  2 4 0  d e g r e e  C e n t r a l  
R a d a r  S y s t e m  c o v e r a g e .

T h e  E a s t  C o a s t  R a d a r  S v s t e m  is b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  by t h e  G e n e r a l  

E l e c t r i c  C o m p a n v ,  S y r a c u s e ,  N e w  Y o r k .  D e s i g n a t e d  t h e  A N / F P S - 1 1 8 ,  
t h e  E C R S  is m a d e  up o f  an O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  at the M a i n e  Air 

N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  B a s e  at B a n g o r ,  M a i n e ;  t h r e e  t r a n s m i t  s i t e s  

l o c a t e d  n e a r  M o s c o w ,  M a i n e ;  a nd t h r e e  r e c e i v e  s i t e s  n e a r  C o l u m b i a  
F a l l s ,  M a i n e .
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T h e  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r ,  l o c a t e d  in a b u i l d i n g  o f  a b o u t  3 2 , 0 0 0  

s q u a r e  f e e t ,  h o u s e s  t h e  r a d a r  o p e r a t o r  c o n s o l e s  and t h e  c o m p u t e r s  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g .  T h e  a n t e n n a  at e a c h  t r a n s m i t  s i t e  

is 3, 6 3 0  f e e t  liong. w i t h  a h e i g h t  v a r y i n g  f r o m  35 to 135 f e e t .

E a c h  s i t e  a r e a  is a b o u t  4 5 0  a c r e s .  T h e  a n t e n n a  at the r e c e i v e  

s i t e s  is 4 , 9 8 0  f e e t  l o n g  w i t h  a h e i g h t  o f  65 f e e t .  E a c h  r e c e i v e  

s i t e  i 3 a b o u t  2 5 0  a c r e s .  I n i t i a l  c h e c k o u t  a nd t e s t i n g  of the 

f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  E C R S  6 0 - d e g r e e  s e c t o r s  i3 s c h e d u l e d  for e a r l y  

1986. F i n a l  a c c e p t a n c e  t e s t i n g  o f  t he t h r e e  s e c t o r  s y s t e m s  w i l l  

be c o m p l e t e d  in l a t e  19 8 7 .

T h e  A i r  F o r c e  h a 3  b e g u n  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  t h e  W e s t  C o a s t  R a d a r  

S y s t e m  w i t h  p l a n n e d  a w a r d  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t  in J u l y  

1986. T h e  W C R S  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  w i l l  be l o c a t e d  at M o u n t a i n  

H o m e  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  I d a h o  w i t h  t r a n s m i t  s i t e s  at B u f f a l o  F l a t ,  

O r e g o n ;  r e c e i v e  s i t e s  at Rirarock L a k e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

In p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  A l a s k a n  R a d a r  S y s t e m ,  t h e  Ai»- 

F o r c e  r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  it i n t e n d s  to p r e p a r e  an e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m .  P u b l i c  s c o p i n g  m e e t i n g s  

w i l l  be c o n d u c t e d  at s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s  n e a r  p r o p o s e d  s t u d y  a r e a s  

for the t r a n s m i t  and r e c e i v e  s i t e s .  T h e  t r a n s m i t  s i t e s  w i l l  e a c h  

c o v e r  a b o u t  6 0 0  a c r e s ;  the r e c e i v e  s i t e s  w i l l  e a c h  c o v e r  a b o u t  

1 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .  F o l l o w i n g  the s c o p i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  w i l l  

p r e p a r e  and p u b l i s h  t h e  d r a f t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t .  

P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  w i l l  t h e n  be h e l d  p r i o r  to p r e p a r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t .

A s i m i l i a r  p r o c e s s  w i l l  be f o l l o w e d  in p r e p a r a t i o n  for the 

C e n t r a l  R a d a r  S y s t e m  a f t e r  f o r m a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  A ir F o r c e ' s  
i n t e n t  to b e g i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  a s s e s s m e n t  p r o c e s s  for 

t h i s  s y s t e m .

F o r ad d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n

C o n t a c t  t h e  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e  ( E S D / P A M ) , H a n s c o m  Air F o r c e  

Ba s e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  0 1 7 3 1 ,  ( 6 1 7 )  8 6 1 - 4 0 6 4
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