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C O A S T  G U A R D  C U T S  H A V E  M I N I M A L  I M P A C T  O N  A LASKA

WASHINGTON, D,C, - The Coast Guard's Co mmandant has assured 
the Alaska C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  that p r o pose d outs in the 
Fiscal Year 1988 budget will not result in any major reductions 
or elimi n a t i o n s  of p rograms in Alaska.

A d mir al Paul A. Yost made  his commit m e n t  to the deleg a t i o n

f o l l o w i n g  his r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  for Coast Guard budget cuts due to a
$100 m i l l i o n  shortfall in FY 88,

•

Yost p e r s o n a l l y  called C o n g r e s s m a n  Don Young and Senators 
F rank M u r k o w s k i  and Ted Stevens to assure them that the budget 
crisis n a t i o n w i d e  would have only a m i n i m a l  impact on the Coast 
G uard in Alaska, However, the C o m m a n d a n t  cautioned that 
n a t i o n w i d e  the Coast Quard may e x p e r i e n c e  f u r t h e r  cuts d uring the 
last q u a r t e r  of FY 88, if the Coast G uard does not get 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  a p p roval for an a d d i t i o n a l  $60 million, and a more 
r e a l istic a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for Coast G uard o pera tions in FY 89.

The d e l e g a t i o n  said Y o s t ’s c o m m i t m e n t  helped to dispel 
rumors c i r c u l a t i n g  among Coast G uard c ommunit ies In Alaska, where 
one o ption  for reducing Coast G u a r d  costs would have been to 
d e c o m m i s s i o n  the buoy tender PLANETREE, based in Ketchikan, and 
to replace it with the SWEETBRIAR , now s tationed in Cordova.

C o n g r e s s m a n  Young, who p l e d g e d  "to do e very thing in ray 

power" to he lp the Coast Guard get the additio nal funding, noted 

that critical Coast Guard functions in j e o p a r d y  include search 
and rescue, drug i n t e r d i c t i o n  and fis heries enforcement.

"Unless we p r o perly fund the Coast Guard, we are never 
g oing to be able to stop the current theft of Alaska's fisheries 
r esouroes by fore ign interests," Young said. "Recently acquired 
video tape d r a m a t i c a l l y  attests that the Couab Cuard must have 
the resources n e c e s s a r y  to e n force the M a g n u s o n  Act. I urge the 
f i s h i n g  commu nity to Join me in c o m m u n i c a t i n g  directly w i t h  the 

H ouse A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  m e mbers to convinc e them of the 
critical importance of adequate Coast G u a r d  funding."

"I commend Admiral Yost for his decision, which recognizes 
the high p r i o r i t y  of the A laska sea frontier," Senator Stevens 
said. "I am p l e a s e d  that the S W E E T B R I A R  and P L A N ETREE will bo 
r e m a ining In Alaska, and that there will be only a minimal 
r e d u ction in services ,"

S e nat or M u r k o w s k i  said the buoy tender based in C o r dova is 
i m p o r t a n t  to that community.

"Becaus e C o r d o v a  relies heavily on the person nel and 
d e p e n d e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the S WEETBRIAR , Its residents are



n a t u r a l l y  c o n c er ned about the v e s sel's removal and its adverse
e f f e c t  on the local economy," he said.

"In addition, C o r d o v a  supports a p p r o x i m a t e l y  700 fishing
vessels d u r i n g  the f i s h i n g  season, The p o t e n t i a l  for serious 
mishapB is h e i g h t e n e d  by s i g n i f i c a n t  levels of p leas u r e  craft, 
barge, f r e i g h t  vessel and oil tanker traffic in and around P rince 
W i l l i a m  Sound and the n earby  areas of the O u l f  of Alaska. 
T r a n s f e r r i n g  the S W E E T B R I A R  surely w o u l d  have caused s ignifi cant 
r e d u c t i o n  in the Coast Guard's a b ility to respond effect i v e l y  to 

s e arc h and rescue needs.

"Admira l Yost's assurances will h e l p  to subside the fears 
of A l a skans who w o u l d  be d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  by deep cuts in Coast 
Guard funding, " M u r k o w s k i  said.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU

February 9, 1987

Admiral Paul Yost 
Commandant (G-C)
U.S. Coast Guard 
2100 2nd Street, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20593

Suite 2212

Dear Admiral Yost:

We urge you to reconsider the realignment of personnel functions for the 17th 
Coast Guard District. You have a first-hand knowledge of Juneau's water 
dependency and the Coast Guard's unique relationship to this community, having 
served as Chief of Staff and Chief of Operations for the 17th District in 
1975. We are not convinced that maintenance and logistics functions can be 
performed better outside this district. Distance and response time are key 
factors in performance of the Goast Guard's search and rescue mission as well 
as its patrol responsibilities.

The announcement of the Coast Guard's plan to move 78 military and civilian 
positions from Juneau could not have come at a worse time. Our economy 
already is reeling from the loss of state jobs and state-shared revenues which 
means further reductions in all areas of local employment supported by state 
revenue. Deeper cuts are still to come.

We urge you to reconsider this action or, at the very least, delay the Juneau 
implementation for three years when the impact may not be so devastating and 
the realignment problems will have been worked out in the "Lower 48".

Sincerely

/Jamie Parsons 
(Acting Mayor

cc: Senator Ted Stevens
Senator Frank Murkowski 
Representative Don Young 
Senator Jim Duncan 
Representative Bill Hudson 
Representative Fran Ulmer
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F e b r u a r y  4, 1987

C o m m a n d a n t  (G-C)
A d m i r a l  P a u l  A. Y o s t  
2100 S e c o n d  S t r e e t  SW 
S u i t e  2212
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20593 

D e a r  A d m i r a l  Yost:

T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  has b e e n  n o t i f i e d  of y o u r  r e c e n t  d e c i s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  r e a l i g n m e n t  of the i n t e r n a l  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  of the 
U.S. C o a s t  Guard. Y o u  are to be c o m m e n d e d  for y o u r  e f f o r t s  to 
m a i n t a i n  c u r r e n t  s e r v i c e  le v e l s  in A l a s k a  w h i l e  a t  the same ti m e  
a t t e m p t i n g  to a s s i g n  m o r e  p e r s o n n e l  tc o p e r a t i o n a l  b i llets. I 
c an c e r t a i n l y  s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  the d i f f i c u l t y  of the t a s k  b e f o r e  
y o u  to d e v e l o p  a p l a n  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  m o r e  th a n  500 s u p p o r t  
p o s i t i o n s  to r e l o c a t e  into o p e r a t i o n  a s s i g n m e n t s .

A l a s k a  w i l l  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  f r o m  the i n c r e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  
p r o p o s e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  the a d d i t i o n a l  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  p l a n n e d  to be  
o p e r a t i n g  in A l a s k a  by 1990. As  you know, A l a s k a ' s  w a t e r s  take 
t h e i r  toll e a c h  year. In FY 1986 t h ere w e r e  a l m o s t  1,100 r e s c u e  
c a s e s  in th i s  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  n u m b e r  of d e a t h s  r e s u l t i n g  from 
b o a t i n g  a c c i d e n t s  in A l a s k a  is f orty t i mes the n a t i o n a l  average.
It is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  the C o a s t  G u a r d  m a i n t a i n  its a b i l i t y  to 
p r o v i d e  t i m e l y  r e s p o n s e  on r e s c u e  missi o n s .

T h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  and s u p p o r t  for a g r o w i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  C o a s t  G u a r d  
p r e s e n c e  in A l a s k a  s e e m s  to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it c o u l d  be be s t  
served, at l e a s t  in this d i s l o c a t e d  d i s t r i c t ,  by m a i n t a i n i n g  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  l o g i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  in the area. T h e  
e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  v e s s e l  a c t i v i t y  in the G u l f  of A l a s k a  and the 
w a t e r s  a d j a c e n t  to o u r  State, the N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  int e r e s t s ,  and 
the i n c r e a s i n g  f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  off A l a s k a  all i n d i c a t e  the ne e d  
for t i m e l y  s u p p o r t  a n d  C o a s t  G u a r d  r e a d i n e s s  in this ar e a  of the 
w orld. I u r g e  you to r e c o n s i d e r  your d e c i s i o n  to p l a c e  the 
W e s t c o a s t  M a i n t e n a n c e  and L o g i s t i c  C o m m a n d  in A l a m e d a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  
a n d  c o n s i d e r  i n s t e a d  m o v i n g  t h a t  u n i t  to Juneau, Alaska.
P l a c e m e n t  of the U n i t  h e r e  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  and 
m o r e  t i m e l y  s u p p o r t  for the i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  o f f  A l a s k a ' s  
w a t e r s .



A d m i r a l  P a u l  A. Y o s t - 2 - F e b r u a r y  4, 1987

S t a t e  of  A l a s k a  o f f i c i a l s  s t a n d  r e a d y  to a s s i s t  in the l o c a t i n g  
of the W e s t  C o a s t  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  L o g i s t i c  C o m m a n d  to our State.

cc: S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s
S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n  Y o u n g



F e b r u a r y  5, 1987

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n  U l m e r RECEIVED fgo | 0
A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
P. 0. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

De a r  Mrs. Ulmer:

As y o u  a r e  aware, C o n g r e s s m a n  Y o ung has i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  
s e e k i n g  to b l o c k  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  r e o r g a n i z a _ i o n  p l a n  t h a t  is 
a i m e d  at r e d u c i n g  s u p p o r t  staff. I am e n c l o s i n g  a c o p y  of m y  
l e t t e r  to h i m  w h i c h  a d d r e s s e s  and s h a r e s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  
r e l a t e d  to the r e l o c a t i o n  of e m p l o y e e s  of the C o ast G u a r d  Field 
M a i n t e n a n c e  and l o g i s t i c  s u p p o r t  f u n c t i o n s .

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  e f f o r t s  o n  y o u r  pa r t  to s u p p o r t  
C o n g r e s s m a n  Y o u n g ' s  bill and hope that the i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  
in the e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r  wi l l  be of s o m e  a s s i s t a n c e  to y o u  in this 
r e g a r d .

S i n c e r e l y

P. 0. Box 173 
J u n eau, A l a s k a  95802

Enel: (1) C o p y  of l e t t e r  to C o n g r e s s m a n  Y o u n g



5 F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 7

The H o n o r a b l e  Don Young 
Ho use of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20515

Dear C o n g r e s s m a n  Young:

T h a n k  y o u  for yo u r  s u p p o r t  in i n t r o d u c i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e e k i n g  to 
b l o c k  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  p l a n  t h a t  is a i m e d  at  
r e d u c i n g  s u p p o r t  staff.

As o n e  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  m a y  b e  a f f e c t e d  by  the 
p r o p o s e d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  I feel that it is m y  r e s p o n s i b i l t y  to 
i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  the a s s e s s m e n t  f i g u r e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  C o a s t  
G u a r d  d o  n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  the a c t u a l  n u m b e r  of e m p l o y e e s  
that are g o i n g  to be s u b j e c t  to r e l o c a t i o n .  The news r e l e a s e  
p r o v i d e d  b y  the Coast G u a r d  s t a t e s  that 27 c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l  and 
51 m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  w o u l d  be r e l o c a t e d  to o t h e r  areas w i t h i n  
the C o a s t  Guard.

As I u n d e r s t a n d  it, the r e a l i g n m e n t  t r a n s f e r s  all e n g i n e e r i n g  
f u n c t i o n s ,  m a j o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  f u n c t i o n s ,  c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l  
m a n a g e m e n t  f u n c t i o n s  and m o s t  p l a n n i n g  f u n c t i o n s  to the 
M a i n t e n a n c e  and L o g i s t i c s  C o m m a n d  in A l a m e d a ,  and it e s t a b l i s h e s  
a n e w  f i e l d  e n g i n e e r i n g  o f f i c e  in J u n e a u  t h a t  will be u n d e r  the 
d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  L o g i s t i c s  C o m m a n d  in 
A l a m e d a ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be  16 c i v i l i a n  
p o s i t i o n s  a n d  7 m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n s  a s s i g n e d  to J u n e a u ,  b u t  
c o n t r o l l e d  and o p e r a t e d  by the R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  in C a l i f o r n i a .  
S t a t e d  s i m p l y ,  these 23 p o s i t i o n s / b i l l e t s  w i l l  be s u b j e c t  to the 
s c r u t i n y ,  d i s c r e t i o n ,  f u r t h e r  r e a s s i g n m e n t ,  w i t h  f u r t h e r  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e l o c a t i o n  to a n y w h e r e  t h e  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  in 
A l a m e d a  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  in t h e i r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  In o t h e r  w o r d s  
the l ocal c o m m a n d  here in J u n e a u  w o u l d  h a v e  no say in the m a t t e r  
if the R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  in A l a m e d a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  d e c i d e d  a c o u p l e  of  
m o n t h s  a f t e r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the p l a n  t h a t  t h e s e  perso n n e l  were 
n e e d e d  d o w n  in C a l i f o r n i a  o r  e l s e w h e r e  m o r e  than they are n e e d e d  
in A l a s k a .

I a l s o  n oted w i t h  c o n c e r n  and i n t e r e s t  th a t  the Coast G u a r d  news
r e l e a s e  i n d i c a t e d  that the p e r s o n n e l  r e l o c a t i o n s  and job l o s s e s
w o u l d  be a f f e c t i n g  the J u n e a u  o f f i c e  o n l y .  As I u n d e r s t a n d  it 
S u p p o r t  C e n t e r  Kodiak, A l a s k a  will a l s o  be  u n d e r  the s c r u t i n y  and 
c o n t r o l  of the R e g i o n a l  L o g i s t i c s  C o m m a n d  in C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  
i n v i t e s  the p o t e n t i a l  for them to r e d u c e / r e l o c a t e  b i l l e t s  fr o m  
the K o d i a k  a r e a  also, if this is i n d e e d  the c ase, and if the p l a n  
is i m p l e m e n t e d .

I s h a r e  the a b ove c o n c e r n s  w i t h  y o u  in h o p e  that it will be of
s o m e  a s s i s t a n c e  to you in y o u r  r e v i e w  of the p r o p o s e d



i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  the r e a l i g n m e n t  p l a n  o r d e r e d  by the C o m m a n d a n t  
of the C o a s t  Guard, and I s i n c e r e l y  ho p e  that the r e s t  of the 
C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  w i l l  l o o k  b e l o w  the s t a t i s t i c a l  " t i p  of 
the i c e b e r g "  i n f o r m a t i o n  and d a t a  p r o v i d e d  b y  the C o a s t  G u a r d  so 

f a r .

P. 0. B o x  173 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99802
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P.O. Box V 
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F e b r u a r y  11, 1987

R i c h a r d  J. G a r r i s o n  
P.O. B o x  2(5173 
J u n e a u ,  A K  : s(9 8 0 2

m /. /
D e a r  M r r - Gar£.3rson:

L  . v
T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

t h e  C o a s t  Gu a r d .  E n c l o s e d  is a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  y o u r  J u n e a u  
d e l e g a t i o n  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  w h i c h  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  b e  p a s s e d  by  
t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  is o n l y  a r e q u e s t  to the 
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  w i l l  d o  w h a t  it t h i n k s  b e s t  in 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. H o p e f u l l y ,  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s ,  S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i ,  
a n d  C o n g r e s s m a n  Y o u n g  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  h e l p  us. T h e r e  is no  d o u b t  
t h a t  t h i s  is an  u p h i l l  b a t tle.

T h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  I chair, w i l l  
c o n d u c t  a h e a r i n g  on  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  16, 1987 
at  3: 0 0  p.m. in R o o m  102 of t h e  Ca p i t o l .  W e  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  y o u r  
a t t e n d a n c e .

I s h a r e  y o u r  c o n c e r n  a n d  w i s h  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  t h a t  I c o u l d  do 
t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  issue. P l e a s e  s t a y  i n ^ t o u c h .

S i n c e r e l y ,

< , 0 ^
F r a n 1 U l m e r
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D i s t r i c t  4B

Zc

E n c l o s u r e
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A l b e r t  W a l l  
P.O. B o x  2 1 0 9 8 6  
A u k e  Bay, A K  99821

D e a r  Mr. Wall:

E n c l o s e d  is a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  y o u r  J u n e a u  l e g i s l a t i v e  
d e l e g a t i o n  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a n d  w h i c h ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  w i l l  be p a s s e d  
b y  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  this is o n l y  a r e q u e s t  to 
the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  w i l l  do w h a t  it thinks b e s t  in 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. H o p e f u l l y ,  S e n a t o r  Stevens, S e n a t o r  
M u r k o w s k i ,  a n d  C o n g r e s s m a n  Y o u n g  w i l l  be able to h e l p  us; but 
it is u n d o u b t e d l y  a n  u p h i l l  batt l e .

I w i s h  I c o u l d  o f f e r  to y o u  so m e  a s s u r a n c e s  of  a m o r e  
p o s i t i v e  e c o n o m i c  p i c t u r e  for J u n e a u .  But, for the short 
term, w e  w i l l  h a v e  a d i f f i c u l t  a d j u s t m e n t .  T h e  G r e e n s  C r e e k  
m i n e  o f f e r s  a g o o d  p r o s p e c t  f o r  us, as does f i s h i n g  and 
tourism.

P l e a s e  s t a y  in t o u c h  w i t h

F r a n / U l m e r
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D i s t r i c t  4B

E n c l o s u r e

F U :l s g / C g




