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M E M O R A N D U M

A p r i l  2 5 ,  1 9 8 8

T O :

F R O M :

S U B J E C T :

R e p r e

H o u s e ,

S e n a

F r a n  U l m e r ,  C h a i r m a n  

S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

a n

S C R  6 0 ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  n a m i n g  a  h a r b o r  a f t e r  D o n  

D. S t a t t e r

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h a t  y o u  s c h e d u l e  S C R  6 0  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  

a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  s u p p o r t  f o r  

t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  J u n e a u  a s  w e l l  a s  s t a t e w i d e .

S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  a n d  I h a d  S C R  6 0  i n t r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e .  S C R  6 0  r e q u e s t s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  d i r e c t  

t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  t o  n a m e

t h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  A u k e  B a y  h a r b o r  a f t e r  D o n  D.

S t a t t e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  i n v o l v e m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

S t a t e  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  b o a t  h a r b o r s .

I n  1 9 6 6  D o n  S t a t t e r  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  W a t e r  a n d  H a r b o r s ,  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s .  A s  

D i r e c t o r  h e  s e r v e d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

s t a t e w i d e  b o a t  h a r b o r  a n d  p o r t  s y s t e m .  O n e  o f  h i s  m a i n  

o b j e c t i v e s  a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  W a t e r  a n d  H a r b o r s  w a s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  b e s t  

p o s s i b l e  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  l e a s t  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e .  H e

w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h i s  e n d e a v o r .  H e  w a s  a d m i r e d  a n d

r e s p e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

W e  f e l t  t h a t  n a m i n g  t h e  S t a t e - o w n e d  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  A u k e  B a y  

a f t e r  D o n  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  D o n  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  

i n  l a y i n g  t h e  g r o u n d  w o r k  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e  A u k e  B a y  b o a t  h a r b o r  

p r o j e c t  p o s s i b l e  a n d  b e c a u s e  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u r s u e  h i s  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  h a r b o r s  b y  s e r v i n g  o n  

t h e  J u n e a u  H a r b o r  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .

D istriu r C



Bruce A. Campbell 

14104 Hancock Dr. 

Anchorage, Alaska 99515

April 14, 1988

Senator Mike Szymanski 

Alaska State Legislature 

P. 0. Box V 

Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Senator Szymanski,

Many of us were saddened to learn of Don Statter's recent passing. As 

Director of the Division of Water and Harbors, Don was a leading light in 

the latter years of Territorial government and the initial years of State 
g o v e r n m e n t .

He did a tremendous job of providing harbor facilities with little money 
and less help.

I have requested Governor Cowper to sponsor some sort of memorial for Don 

and am requesting that the Legislature also take action to aid and abet 

such a move.

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Governor Cowper for your information.

I sincerely hope that you and other legislators can take a minute or two 

from your busy schedule and remember one of those who got the job done 
wh e n  the State was broke.

Sincerely,

n

"Bruce A. Campbell

Enclosure



Bruce A. Campbell 

14104 Hancock Dr. 

Anchorage, Alaska 99515

April 13, 1988

Governor Steve Cowper 

Office of the Governor 

P. 0. Box A 

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Governor Cowper,

It was with sadness that I recently learned that Don Statter passed away after a 
tragic auto accident in Juneau.

Don, as you are probably not aware, was a Territorial and later a State employee 

back in the years when money was something talked about but seldom seen, especially 
during the early years of Statehood.

Don, as Director of the Division of Water and Harbors, had the task of making a few

dollars stretch the length and width of Alaska to provide harbor facilities for
lumber, fishing, pleasure, and the rather spartan State Ferry system.

I was involved at the same time trying to accomplish a similar task in the Highway

Department and was hence a close observer of Don's performance and accomplishments.

Many of us marveled at Don's ability to "get the job done" with little money and a
staff that could be counted on one hand.

The State owes Don a debt of gratitude for his super performance and dedication in 

chose formative years which many of us hope can be recognized with some sort of 
memorial.

Perhaps a harbor facility can be named after him. Some token of appreciation should 
be dedicated to his memory.

Looking through the present roster of State officials shows that few remain that 

would remember Don and those lean years. I hope this letter from an "old timer" 
does not fall on deaf ears.

Governor, I sincerely hope that you will take a minute from your bus y  schedule and 

sec some wheels in motion to give credit where credit is due.

If I can be of any aid in accomplishing a fitting memorial I will gladly donate mv
time and effort.

Sincerely,

Bruce A. Campbell



April 21, 1988

Senator Jim Duncan 

Alaska State Legislature 

P.O. B o j: V (MS 3100)

Juneau, AX 99811

HE: Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 60

In The Legislature of the State of Alaska 

Fifteenth Legislature - Second Session 

Relating to namair.g a harbor for Don D. Statter

Pear Senator Duncan:

It ia with much emotion that I write to you today to speak above my friend Don 

Starter who recently died from injuries received in an automobile accident,

Don was oiy friend. As well as being a friend ho was a good leader. I net Don 

ir. 1971 when I became Harbormaster for the City of Kodiak. I thared a dream 

ag Don did in the future in the harbors in the State of Alaska and with Don we 

worked together to accomplish this goal. As the senior harbormaster in the 

State we went to work with Don to organise the Association of Alaska State 

Harbormasters and Port Administrators. I can only look back on the past 17 

years at fond memories of Den Statter and his accomplishments. 1 feel it ia 

very appropriate that the people of Alaska share in your effort to pass 

Resolution No. 60 for Don. I apeak for members of the association all of whom 

knew and loved Den and worked with him over the years. He will live in our 

hearts always and for those w ho didn't knot; hin when they realize or go by 

Auke 3 ay Don Scatter Boat Harbor we hope thet ho will always be remembered.

Sincerely

PORT OF KODIAK

Co: ,

Harbormaster/Port Administrator

pcbi O r v .o o m . ? o  do* 1097. v .o m i a l- w  99615 mo?i€ (<?07> 436-5436
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Alaska Association of Harbormasters 8c Port Administrators, Inc.

A p r i l  21 , 1 ^ 6 0

S e n a t o r  J i n  D u n c a n  

P. 0 .  B o x  " V "

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n :

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0  ‘s A l a s k a ' s  s m a l l  b o a t  h a r b o r s  v s r s  b e i n g

o p e r a t e d  b y  v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  w i t h  m i n i m a l

t c  n c r . - e x i s t e n t  g u i d a n c e  ir. t h e  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e

o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s .  I t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  e a c h  h a r b o r
o p e r a t o r  h a d  t h e i r  o w n  i c e a  a s  t c  h o w  t c  o p e r a t e  t h e i r  h a r b o r  

w i t h  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e i n c  a i v e n  t o  t h e i r  o b i i c t t i o n  t c  t h e  

S t a t e  a n d ,  a t  t i m e s ,  t h e  b o a t i n a  p u b l i c ,

A S  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o r  tin; b l v i = > i u ; .  u f  K e u - b * r  r»n* Wa*.<L*e f o r  t h e  

S t a t e ,  M r ,  Dor. S t a t t e r  r e c o a r . i z e a  t h e  n e e d  t o  a s s e m b l e  t h e  

S t a t e ' s  h a r b o r  o p e r a t o r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  c o m m o n  p r o b l e m s  a n d  t h e  

n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a s t a n d a r d  f o r  o p e r a t i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  

S t a t e ' s  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s .

Ir. N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 7 2  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  S t a t e  H a r b o r m a s t e r s  w a s  

h e l d  i n  J u n e a u .  A t  t h a t  m e e t i n g  e l e v e n  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

h a r b o r m a s t e r s  m e t  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  d i s c u s s e d  t h e i r  

p r o b l e m s ,  m e t h o d s  o f  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  h e a r d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  f r o m  S t a t e  

a n d  F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,

D o n ' s  v i s i o n  w a s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  s e i f - s u p p c r t i n q  

a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  e n a b l e  e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  t o  

m a n a g e  t h e  S t a t e  b o a t  h a r b o r s  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a n n e r .

P r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  d o c u m e n t  t o  e m e r g e  from, t h a t  e a r l y  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  t h e  " S t a t e m e n t  o f  P o l i c y  R e l a t i n g  t o  O p e r a t i o n  

ar.d M a n a g e m e n t  o f  S t a t e  O w n e d  H a r b o r  F a c i l i t i e s "  s i g n e d  b y  D O T  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  W a r d  i n  1° 79. T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h a r d  

w o r k  b y  D o n  S t a t t e r  a n d  t h e  h a r b o r m a s t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e ,  

T h e  d o c u m e n t  b e c a m o  t h e  " B i b l e "  f o r  m a n y  h a r b o r  o p e r a t o r s  a n d  f o r  

s o m e ,  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  b o i l e r p l a t e  f o r  l o c a l  o r d i n a n c e s  f o r  

r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  h a r b o r s .  W i t h o u t  D or.'s l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  c o u n c i l  t c  

t h e  h a r b o r m a s t e r s ,  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  r i g h t  t o  e n j o y  t h o s e  f a c i l i t i e s  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i m p a i r e d .  D o n ' s  e m p h a s i s  w a s  a l w a y s  or. t h e
P U b i i C  U s e  O f  P u b l i c  T a u i l l L i c n .



S e n a t o r  D u n c a n -2- A p r i l  21, ]9 83

T h e  g r o w t h  o f  S t a t e  h a r b o r s  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  

o f  t h e  h a r b o r  o p e r a t o r s  w a s  a s s u r e d  b y  Dor.'s p r e s e n c e  a n d  i n p u t  
a t  a n n u a l  r n e e t i n q s .  A l t e r  Don l e r t  tr.e e m p l o y m e n t  o r  t n e  s t a t s  

h e  t n a i n t a i r . e d  h i s  m e m b e r s h  i p  a n d  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  

A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  H a r b o r m a s t e r s  a n d  P o r t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a s  a 
1 i £ c  - 1 irr.c m e m b e r  .

W i t h  e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  e x c e s s  o f  s e v e n t y  ( 7 0 )  h a r b o r m a s t e r s ,  p o r t  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  a f f i l i a t e  m e m b e r s ,  v/e, t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w i l l  

n o  l o n o e r  b e n e f i t  from. D o n ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n , T h e  S t a t e  h a s  l o s t  a 

s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  f o r  h a r b o r s .  O u r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  l o s t  a v a l u e d  

m e m b e r .  W e  a l l  s h a r e  t h e  l o s s  t o  t h e  S c a t t e r  f a m i l y .

T h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  H a r b o r m a s t e r s  a n d  P o r t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  y c u r  r e s o l u t i o n  n a m i n g  t h e  A u k e  3 a y  B o a t  H a r b o r  i n  
t h e  . m e m o r y  o t  P u n  s t a t t e r ,  t u n  S t a r t e r  h a r b o r :  w i l l  b e  o si-.*.ino
m e m o r i a l  t o  a m a n  s o  i n v o l v e d  a n d  d e d l f a t c u  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  b o a t  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D. E n s l e < ^ T l 7  D i r e c t o r  
P o r t  & H a r b o r G  D e p a r t m e n t

A D E :s d
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Peratrovich, Nottingham & Drage, Inc.
Engineering Consultants 2*?*.222Int. Talox 200 2S436
1505 W est 36th Avenue • S uite  10i • Anchoreso, A laska 99503 ♦ 907-56M 011

April 4, 1968 PH&D 88000p

Governor Steve Cowper 
Office of the Governor 
Third Floor, State Capitol 
P.O. Box A
Juneau, Alaska 93911 

Dear Governor Cowper:

The recent passing of an Alaskan, Don Statter, should not go unnoticed by the 

State of Alaska.

Many do not knew of the contributions of this man to the coastal development 
of Alaska. Don was Director of the State's Division of Water and Harbors for 
years anl with a small staff and very' limited funds was able to accomplish 
significant improvements. He was the friend of coastal communities and 
understood their needs and these neods as related to all Alaska.

Kia dedication in those early years is now showing a return to the State as 
the harbors he helped build are filled with a fishery-related economy.

Thanks to a good can would be appropriate.

Sincerely,

KSttTFOVIGK,/KSJTINGHAM &  DRAGS, INC.

V  \

Dennis Nottingham, P.E. 
Preoident

DN/jk/L?



R E C E I V E D  APR 2 2 1388

J u n e a u  Y a c ^ t  C l u b Juneau, Alaska 

99802P.O. Box 146

April 21, 1988

The H ono rab le  S e n a t o r  Duncan:

W e .  t h e  m e m b e r s  o p  t h e  J u n e a u  Y a c h t  r i u b ; a r c  i n  F u l l  
suppor t  o f  you r  S ena te  C on cu r r en t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 60 .

We f e e l  as  you t h a t  t h e  l a t e  Don S t a t t e r  d e s e r v e s  r e ­
c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  a ch iev em en ts  he has done f o r  t h e  s t a t e  and 
C i t y  ox' Juneau .

We thauK you f o r  y ou r  f i n e  e f f o r t  on S en a te  C on cu r r en t  
R e s o l u t i o n  No. 60 .

Si nc<»ro1 v

C l i f f o r d  I.. Dundy
Coiiii.mc.orr
Juneau i a c h t  C luo
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21 April 88

Mr. J i m  Duncan, Senator 

P.O.B. 020690 
Juneau, Ak. 99802

Dear Senator Duncan,

I wish to express my wholehearted support for Senate Resolution No. 60, 

relating to the designation of the state-owned harbor facilities located at 

Auke Bay as the Don D. Statter Harbor.

Don's enthusiasm for and dedication to the ultimate creation of these 

facilities are well documented. No less can be said of Don's efforts in sup­

port of harbors everywhere in Alaska. He also played a fundamental role in 

the establishment and evolution of the Alaska Association of Harbormasters 

and Port Administrators and was the individual most responsible for that 

body's current professional status. Obviously, Don's contributions were m a n­

ifold and far-reaching.

Again, I offer my earnest endorsement of Resolution No. 60; please ad- 

ise me if I can provide any personal assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Joseph L. Graham 

Harbormaster

155 South Seward Street, Juneau, A laska 99801



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E N A T E
SENATOR RICHARD I. ELIASON

RULES COMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN 
LABOR A COMMERCE COMMITTEE. VICE-CHAIRMAN 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
RESO URCES COMMITTEE 

F ISH ER IE S  SUBCOMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN

P O  BOX 143 
SITKA , ALASKA 99935

P O  BOX V 
JUNEAU ALASKA 99311 

19071465 4916

m e m o r a n d u m

TO: Sen. Jim Duncan 

FROM: Sen. Dick Eliason 

DATE: April 6, 1988 

RE: Naming a harbor in memory of Don Statter

As per our recent conversation, I would like to suggest that the State 
name a harbor in the Juneau area in honor of the memory of Mr. Don 

Statter, the retired Director of D.O.T.'s Division of Waters and Harbors 

who died last week. I believe that this would be a most appropriate thing 

for the State to do, and I will be happy to lend my support to your 
efforts to accomplish this in your district.
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