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TO: H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: S e n a t o r  Joe Josephsoni

DATE: J a n u a r y  28, 1988

RE: S C R  27, R e l a t i n g  to P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  S c h o o l
B u i l d i n g s

I i n t r o d u c e d  S C R  27 to focus a t t e n t i o n  on h i s t o r i c  
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  w e  h a v e  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  State. This 
R e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  d i r e c t  the C o m m i s s i o n e r  of E d u c a t i o n  to 
p r o v i d e  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  by J a n u a r y ,  1989, a list of 
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  s t a t e h o o d ,  the c o n d i t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  the steps t h a t  can be  t a k e n  to 
p r e s e r v e  t h e m  for f u t u r e  use.

E x a m p l e s  o f  h i s t o r i c  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  
W h i t e c l i f f  E l e m e n t a r y  ( Ketchikan) (60 y e a r s  o l d ) , M a i n  
( F a i r b a n k s )  (57 y e a r s  old), C a p i t a l  S c h o o l  (Juneau) (50 
y e a r s  old), a n d  others.

S o m e  o f  t h ese b u i l d i n g s  m a y  be  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  c l o s u r e  or 
like C a p i t a l  School, h a v e  b e e n  c l o s e d  r e c e n t l y .  It is 
t i m e l y  that w e  l o o k  at w a y s  to p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  these 
b u i l d i n g s  so that f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  m a y  a p p r e c i a t e  and 
e n j o y  them.

T h e  m e a s u r e  r e c e i v e d  a z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of  E d u c a t i o n .  It w a s  a m e n d e d  on  the S e n a t e  floor 
to r e f l e c t  t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e s  in the due d a t e  for the report.

ALASKA STATE SENATE
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\ To: s

From:

Subject: S B  271 r e l a t i n g  to histo r i c  and c o m m u n i t y  schools.

This c overs school bui ldings b uil t b e f o r e  A l a s k a  State h o o d  that

I h a v e  h i s t o r i c  s i gnific ance and d e s e r v e  t o  b e  recognized
ident i f i e d  and preserved.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  are t h o s e  schools that w o u l d  qualify:

School School D i s t r i c t  A c r e

W h i t e c l i f f  E l e m e n t a r y  K e t c h i k a n  60

A k i a k  E l e m e n t a r y  L a k e / P e n i n s u l a  40

Pilot Point E l e m e n t a r y  L a k e / P e n i n s u l a  39

Ft. Y u k o n  E l e m e n t a r y  Yu kon Flats 30

T o k  E l e m e n t a r y  A l a s k a  G a t e w a y  30

Capital S chool J u n e a u  50

A n t h o n y  A n d r e w  School Berring S t r a i t  33
(St. Michael)

E m m o n a l a  Lower  Yukon 30

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  Sitka ?

Denali An cho r a g e  3 Q

Kenny Lake C o oper R i ver 32

M a i n  Fairbanks 57

Please act f a v o r a b l y  on this legislation.

D im  Kir i C



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION O F  P A R K S  A N D  O U T D O O R  RECREATION

M a y  1, 1987

Re: 3140-3 (Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  in Alaska)

Sena t o r  Joe J o s e p h s o n  

Attn: R o s e m a r y  Karish

A l a s k a  State Senate 

P.O. B o x  V

C a p i t a l  Building, Room 113 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

De a r  S e n at o r  Josephson:

I w o u l d like to take this o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e s c ri b e  the A l a s k a  h i s t o r i c  p r e­

ser v a t i o n  p ro g r a m  and e x p l a i n  h o w  it functions. This of f i c e (the Of f i ce  of 

H i s t o r y  and A r c h a e o l o g y )  is a s e c t i o n  of the A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  of Parks and 

Outd o o r  R ecreation. The fun c t i o n s  of our office are m a n d a t e d  u n d e r  the 

N a t i on a l  H i st o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act and the A l a s k a  H i s to r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act. 

Our p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  invo l v e  n o m i n a ti n g ,  and a s s i s t i n g  others to no minate, 

s ites to the N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Places. The N a t i o n a l  Re g i s t e r  is 

the f e d e r a l  g o v er n m e n t ' s  o f f i c i a l  list of h i s toric and p r e h i s t o r i c  p r o p e r t i e s  

r e c o g n i z e d  by the fede r al  g o v e r n m en t  as w o r t h y  of p r e s ervation. Before 

listing in the R e g i st e r  can take place, owne r ' s  cons e n t  mus t  be given.

There are several b e n e f i t s  w h i c h  a p p ly  to a listed property:

1. L i st i n g  on the R e g i s t e r  m e a n s  that a p r o p e r t y  is a c c o r d e d  p r o p e r

r e c o g n i t i o n  n a t i o n w i d e  for its s i g n i f i c a n c e  in A m e r i c a n  h i s t or y  or 

prehistory.

2. There are ce r t a i n  tax b e n e f i t s  w h i c h  apply to i n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g  

Re g i s t e r  sites, i n c l u d i n g  a 25” investment tax credit on the cost of 

a p p roved r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w o r k  and 18-year d e p r e c i a t i o n  of 87.5%. 

These, and o ther tax benefits, run w i t h  the p r o p e r t y  and m a y  be 

t r a n s fe r a b l e  to a n e w  owner.

3. Listed p r o p e r t i e s  are a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e l i g i b l e  for m a t c h i n g  grants

from the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  that can be used for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and 

r e s t o r a t i o n  purposes. D u r i n g  FY'83 A l a s k a  r e c e i v e d  n e a r l y  $ 4 00,000 

in suc h  grant funds. However, the p r o g r a m  has not b een funded 

since, and p ro s p e c t s  do not look good for suc h  m o n i e s  to be 

a u t h o r i z e d  by C o n g r e s s  for FY'87.

4. Lis t e d  p r o pe rties, or those eligible for listing, are p r o t e c t e d  b y  a 

r e v i e w  process ( es t ablished under Sect io n  106 of the NHPA) when 

p r o p os e d  for imp a c t by  a f e d e r a l l y  funded, licensed, or o t herwise 

f e d erally a s s i s t e d  project. Pl e a s e  note that n e it h e r  p r o p er t i e s

STEVE COWPER. GOVERNOR

3601 C STREET  
A NCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503  
PH O N E : (907 | 561-2020

M AILING ADDRESS '
RO BOX 107001
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99510  7001
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listed in n o r  p r o p e r t i e s  e l i g i b l e  for the Register, or m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

to the latter, are the s u b j e c t  of this review. The subject of the 

r e v i e w  p r o c e s s is the f e d e r a l  project a n d  its impact; the r e v i e w  is 

d e s i g n e d  to take place w h i l e  the p r o j e c t  is still in the pl a n n i n g  

stage. Its p u r p o s e is to avoid, if at all possible, d a m a g i n g  or 

d e s t r o y i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  h e r i t a g e  p r o p e r t i e s  b y  seek in g  al t e r n a t i v e  

designs, locations, etc. Th e  r e v i e w  is c o nducted by the lead 

f e d e r a l  a g e n c y  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the State Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  

O f f i c e r  and the A d v i s o r y  Coun ci l  on Hi s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  (a fede r a l  

a g e n c y ) .

In summary, l i s t in g  a p r o p e r t y  on the R e g i s t e r  does not place l i m i t a t i o n s  on 

the p r o p e r t y .  C e r t a i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  are involved, however. If a p r o p e r t y  

owner w i s h e s  to m a i n t a i n  a p r o p e r t y  o n  the Register, the features w h i c h  q u a l­

ified the p r o p e r t y  for l i st i n g  m u s t  be m a in t a i n e d .  Some v e r y  gene r a l  r e c o m­

me n d a t i o n s  have b een d e v e l o p e d  w h i c h  addr e s s  p ro blems e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  ow n er s  of 

R e g i s t e r  p r o p e r t i e s .  The S e c r e t a r y  of the Inter i or ' s  Sta n d a r d s  for H i s t or i c  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  P r oj e c t s  include r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  agai n s t  r e m o v i n g  h i s toric 

mat er i a l ,  s u g g e s t i o n s  for n o n - d e s t r u c t i v e  c l e a n i n g  methods, advice for m a k i n g  

repairs that m a t c h  the o r i gi n a l  fabric of the building, etc. A c o p y  of the 

S t a n d a r d s  wi l l  be sent to you u p o n  request.

Public v i s i t a t i o n  rights are not r e q u i r e d  of owners wh o  list their p r o p e rt i e s  

on the N a t i o n a l  Register. N e i t h e r  the federal g o v e r n m e n t  no r  the state g ov­

ernment w i l l  a t t a c h  r e s t r i c t i v e  c o v e na n t s  to the property, or see k to acqu i r e  

it. R e g i s t e r  l i s t i n g  does not inv o k e  of any  state or local r e g u la t i o n s  for 

design review, r e s t r i c t i v e  zoning, or r e v i e w  of a l te r ations. If a b u i l d i n g  is 

listed in the N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  and then m o di f i e d  to suc h  an extent that m a n y  

of its s i g n i f i c a n t  o r i g i n a l  f e a tures are lost, it is po s s i b l e  that its N a t i o n­

al R e g i s t e r  sta t u s m a y  be r e v oked. Should this happen, any r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and 

r e s t o r a t i o n  gra n t s  p r e v i o u s l y  a w a r d e d  by this office or (in the case of 

i n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g  pr o p e rt i e s )  i n v es t m e n t  tax credits taken on the b u i l d i n g ' s  

r e n o v a t i o n  costs w o u l d  have to be r e t u r n ed  to the State of Al a s k a  or the 

Fede r a l  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  Service, as a p p r o priate. This con d i t io n  is imposed 

to d i s c o u r a g e  d e m o l i t i o n  and e x c e s s i v e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of s i g n i f i ca n t  historic 

b u i l d i n g s .

Surveys of l ocal h e r i t a g e  r e s o u r c e s  are cr i tical first steps if these sites 

are to be p r e s e r v e d  and i n t e r p r e t e d  for the enj o y m en t  and e d u c a t i o n  of future 

A l askans. M a t c h i n g  f e d e r a l  f unds for Su r v e y  and I n v e n t or y  grants are a v a i l­

able on a y e a r l y  basis and m a y  be use d  for h i s t o r i c  p r o p e r t y  inventories, 

re s o u r c e  p r o t e c t i o n  pla n n i ng ,  w r i t i n g  n a t i o n a l  r e g ister n om i n ations, and 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  surveys. A n y  i n di v i d u a l  or g roup is eligible to a p p l y for 

these grants, p r o v i d e d  that a m a t c h i n g  source of f u n di n g  or in-kind labor/ 

m a t e r i a l s  are pl e d g e d  toward the project. These grants m a y  not be used for 

a c q u i s i t i o n  or d e v e l o p m e n t  purposes. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  plans, s p e cifications, 

hi s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  r e p o r t s and e n g i n e e r i n g  studi e s  m a y  not be funded by thi
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pr o g r a m .  An h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  may, however, be d o c u me n t e d  (without d e v e l­

op i n g  r e s t o r a t i o n  plans), ar c hival re s e a r c h  and oral his t o r i e s m a y  als o  be 

done. T h e  p r o g r a m  is p r i m a r i l y  for inv e n t o r y  purposes; in the past these 

f unds h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to d o c u m e n t  the p r e h i s t o r i e s / h i s t o r i e s  of vil l ag e s ,  towns 

o r  regions. G r a n t s  for FY'86 were a w a r d e d  in April, 1986; we c u r r e n t l y  a n t i­

cipa t e  a w a r d i n g  g ra n t  funds a gain in M a y  1987.

T h e r e  are no s t a t e - f u n d e d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  grants a v a i l a b l e  at this time. The one 

s o u r c e  of s t a t e  m o n e y  w h i c h  is avai l a b l e  for p r e s e r v a t i o n  p r o je c t s  is the 

H i s t o r i c a l  D i s t r i c t  R e v o l v i n g  L o a n  Fund, a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the D i v i s i o n  of 

I n v e s t m e n t s  (Alaska D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and Economic Development, P o u ch  D, 

J unea u ,  A l a s k a  99811). L oans m a y  be m ade for the restoration, improvement, 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  or m a i n t e n a n c e  of h i s t o r i c a l  b uildings. The s tr u c t u r e s  must be 

s u i t a b l e  for s u p e r f i c i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n  so that they can conf o r m  to the period 

or m o t i f  of the s u r r o u n d i n g  s t ru c t u r e s  that are the reason for the area's 

d e s i g n a t i o n  as a h i s t o r i c a l  district. Loans are m a d e  at 7.5% i n t erest to a 

m a x i m u m  amo u nt  of $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  per s t ructure ove r  a 30 y e a r  period. The loans are 

s e c u r e d  by a first lien p o s i t i o n  given to the state. All p r o jects m u s t  be 

a p p r o v e d  by a local H i s t o r i c a l  D i s t r ic t  C o m m i s s i o n  and by a m a j o r i t y  of the 

A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c  Sites A d v i s o r y  Committee, w hich is a p p o i n t e d by the Governor.

If y o u  w i s h  to p r o c e e d  w i t h  the n o m i n a t i o n  proc e s s  for an h i st o r i c  object, 

b u i l d i n g  or struc t u r e ,  pl e a s e  contact Ms. Jo A n t o n s o n  wit h  the Of f i ce  of 

H i s t o r y  a n d  A r c h a e o l o g y ,  at 762— 4142. She can help y o u  wit h  q u e s t i o ns  about 

the N a t i o n a l  R e gister, f i n a n c i a l  i n centives a ss o c i a t e d  wit h  it and c a n  send 

y o u  forms for o w n e r ' s  c o n s e n t  and for list i n g  a p r op e r t y  in the N a t i o n a l  

R e g i s t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

N e i l  C. J o h a n n s e n

S tate H is t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Officer

P W C :elk
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Re: 3140-3 (Completing N a t ional R e g i s t e r  N o m i n a t i o n  Forms)

Sena t o r  Joe Jos e ph s o n  

Attn: R o se m a r y  Karish

A l a s k a  State Senate 

P.O. B o x  V

C a p i t a l  Building, R oom 113 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Sena t o r Josephson:

T h a n k  you for your interest in listing your p r o p e r t y  in the N a t i o n a l  Register 

of H i s t o r ic  Places. If a c c e p t ed  for the R e g i s t e r  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  wil l be one of 

s ever a l  thousand to receive this n a t i o n a l  r e c o g nition.

S i g n i f i c a nt  h e r i t a g e  p r o p e r t i e s  are listed in the N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  through a 

p r o c e s s  that begins w ith owne r ' s  consent. A f t e r  r e ad i n g  the e n c l o s e d  owner's 

cons e n t  form, please s ign it, have it n ot a r i z e d ,  and re t u r n  it to this office. 

If you w ish to list a p r o p e r t y  that you do no t  own, y ou  m u s t  get the owner's 

sig na t u r e  before the p r o pe r t y  m a y  be listed in the Register. L i s t i n g  can not 

p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  owner's consent.

Th e  act u a l  l i s t i n g of y o u r  p r o p e r t y  in the N a t i o na l  R e g i s t e r  is done by 

nomination. Buildings, structures, objects and sites are eligible for the 

Register. Y o u  can n o m in a t e  your o wn  p r o p e r t y  to the Regis te r  b y  filling out 

the e n c l o s ed  n o m i n a t i o n  form, or, yo u m a y  have some o n e  else compl et e  the form 

for you. The complete n o m i n a t i o n  w i l l  include the n o m i n a t i o n  form, a sketch 

s h o w i n g  the plan of your property, c lear b l a c k  and w h i t e  phot o g ra p h s ,  and a 

ma p  show i n g  its location.

The finished form u n d e r g o e s two r e v ie w s  a fter it a r r i v e s  in this office. The 

G o v e r n o r ' s  H i s toric Sites A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  revi e ws  all n o m i n a t i o n  forms for 

A l a s k a  before they are sent to the K e e p e r  of the N a t i o n a l  R e g i st e r  in 

W a s h ington, D.C. The staff of the K e ep e r  a lso revi e w s  c o m p l e t e d  n o m i n a t io n  

forms and m a ke s  the final d ec ision be f o r e  the p r o p e r t y  can be listed in the 

N a t i o n a l  Register. Once listed, the n o m i n a t i o n  becomes part of a permanent, 

n a t i o n a l  archive. This r e s o u r c e  is c o n s u l t e d  b y  histor i a n s ,  planners, a r c h i­

tects, ed u c a t o r s and d e ci s i o n  m a k e r s  w h o  nee d  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  in their 

work. It is v e r y  i m p ortant that you r  w r i t i n g  be clear, that s t a t e m e n t s  of 

fact are a d e q u a t e l y  d o c u m e n t e d  and r e f e r e n c e s  are c ited for any q u otations



used. Y o u  are not onl y  w r i t i n g  the s t o r y of y o u r  property, you are writ i n g 

h istory. W r i t i n g  a n o m i n a t i o n  that passes two formal reviews and is listed in 

the N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  with o u t  b e i n g r e t u r n e d  w i t h  questions depe n d s  on the 

q u a l i t y  of i n f o r m a t i o n  in the n o m i n a t i o n  form.

Please take a little time to f a m i l i a r i z e  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  the attach e d  i n s t r u c t­

ions for f i l l i n g  out the n o m i n a t i o n  form. The first thing to become familiar 

wit h  are the C r i t e r i a  for E v a l u a t i o n . P r o p e r t i e s  eligible for the R e g ister 

(districts, sites, s tructures, b u ildings, objects) m u s t  possess i n t eg r i t y  of 

location, design, setting, materials, w o r k m a n s h i p ,  feeling and a s s o c i a t io n  

and:

- be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  events that hav e m a d e  a signif i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

to the b r o a d  p at t e r n s  of our history; or

- be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  lives of pers o n s  s ig n i f i c a n t in our past; or

e m b o d y  the d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a type, period, or m e t h o d  

of c o n s t r u c t i o n  or that r epresent the w ork of a master, or possess 

h i g h  ar t i s t i c  values, or r e p r e s e nt  a signif i ca n t  and d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  

e n t i t y  w ho s e  c o m p o n e n t s  m a y  lack i ndividual distinction; or

- yield, or m a y  be li k e l y  to yield, inf o r m a t i o n important in p r e h i s t o r y  

or history.

Select one or m o r e  of the C r i t e r i a  that you feel best d e scribes you r  pr o p e r t y

and plan  to tell w h y  y our p r o p e r t y  should be n o m i n a t ed  to the National

R e g i s t e r  b a s e d  on that Criteria.

Two i m p or t a n t  steps f ol l o w  after sel e c t i n g  the Criteria. First, the prope r t y  

should be i n s p ec t e d  and e v a l u a t e d  for a u t h e n t i c i t y  and integrity. Second, 

r e s u l t s  of l it e r a t u r e  r e se a r c h  and field i n v e s t i g at i o n  should be r e c o r d e d on 

the n o m i n a t i o n  form. In the case of a b u i l d i n g  (or b uildings), look for proof 

of h o w  m u c h  r e m a i n s  of the origi na l  s t r u c t u r e ( s ) , w h e t h e r it has been r e l o c a t­

ed, and h o w  m u c h  it m a y  have b een changed or rebuilt. There is no single, 

corr e c t  w a y  to w r i te  a P h y sical D e s c r i p t i o n  (Item 7); you m a y  prefer to start 

at the f o u n d a t i o n  and wor k your wa y up to the r oof by d e sc r i b i n g  the m a t e r i a l s  

used, c h a n g e s  m a d e  (and a p p r o x i m a t e  dates), and c o n d i t i o n of the m a t e r i a l  

today. If the b u i l d i n g  is on pili n g s  this sh o ul d  be noted, dime n s i o n s  should 

be g iv e n  for the s t r u c t u r e ' s  length, w idth and height, its plan should be 

d e s c r i b e d  (square, r e c t a ngular, "H", "T" shape, etc., the number of floors and 

type of roof should als o  be described, if sid i n g  was used on the exteri o r  

w a l l s  its type size and color should be noted, locati o n  and a r r a n ge m e n t  of 

w i n d o w s  and d oors sh o u l d  a lso be detailed. The uses of the b u i l d i n g  (if it 

has had s ev eral), m o v e s  and other m o d i f i c a t i o n s  m a y  be des c r i be d  in additional 

p a r a g r a p h s .
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The S t a t e m en t  of S i g n i f i c an c e  (Item 8) sh o u l d  be w r i t t e n  as though r e viewers 

and pe o p l e w h o  m a y  read the finis h e d n o m i n a t i o n  h a v e  no k n o w l e d ge  of the 

p r o p e r t y  or w h y  it is important. D e v e l o p  the S t a t e m e n t  of S i g ni f i c a n c e  in 

local, s ta t e  or n a t i o n a l  history. A l a s k a n  T e r r i t o r i a l  and State history, like 

m o s t  w e s t e r n  states', is so n e w  that m a n y  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  and ci t i z e n s  who 

h e l p e d  f ound our cities played m a j o r  r oles in this history. T h e  s t o ry  of 

their ho m e s  and b u s i n e s s e s  are o f t e n the first c h a p t e r  of t o m  and city 

hi s tory. A l a s k a  N a t i v e  h i s t o r y  is also rich in m a t e r i a l ,  as are o ther periods 

of our h i s t o r y  (Russian Colonial, Gold Rush, and M i l i t a r y ) .  R e s e a r c h  for the 

R e g i s t e r  m a y  include the following sources:

-U n i v e r s i t y ,  or local muse um s

- A l a s k a  H is t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  in Juneau, local l ibraries, U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a  L i b r ar i e s  

- I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  o ld - t i m e  res i d e n t s  and eld e r s  of a co m m u ni t y  

- L o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s  

- L a n d  office reco r d s

W i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  yo u  w i l l  discover that the m ost f r e q u e n t l y  c o nsulted h i s t o r i­

cal sourc e s  are p e r i odicals, n e w sp apers, m e mo i r s ,  m i l i t a r y  reports, U.S. 

G e o l o g i c a l  Surv e y  bulletins, b u s i n e s s  a n n u a l  reports, maps, and fam i l y  p h o t o­

graphs. O t h e r  use fu l  sources include records of the town, land offices, 

courts, d is t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  offices, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bu r e a u of 

L a n d  Ma n a g e m e n t ,  and the State D i v i s i o n of Lands. To w n  records ma y  include 

e a r l y  pho t og r a p h s ,  tax records, fire insurance maps, etc. Early fire i nsur­

ance map s  (Sanborn Maps) wil l  indicate the locati o n  and shape of insured 

build i ng s ,  s o m e t i m e s  include d e t a i le d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and can be 

found in U n i v e r s i t y  Libraries. The r e c o r d s  of the b o r o u g h  or c i t y  tax a s s e s s o r 

w i l l  be u s e f u l  in trac i n g  the h i s t o r y  of o w n e r s h i p  of h i s to r i c  properties.

Court r e c or d s  include deeds, wills, inventories, m a r r i a g e  records, e arly tax 

records, b a n k r u p t c y  papers, plats, etc.

A legal d e s c r i p t i o n  of the p r o p er t y  on w h i c h  the h i s t o r i c a l  stru c t u r e  is 

located is neces s a r y .  In the case of towns, b l o c k  and lot numbers wil l  

suffice. If the land is patented, the y e a r  w h e n  the patent was issued, the 

patent n u m b e r  and amount of acreage will be needed. In the case of u n p a t e n t e d  

m i n i n g  p r o pe rties, e x a m i n e  the records of the di s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r 's  office, 

w h i c h w i l l  include a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the b o u n d a r i e s  of the m i n i n g  claim.

The p r o p e r t y  should also be exami ne d  as it stands today. Each str u c t u r e  

should be p h o t o g r a p h e d  w i t h  b l a c k  and white film on all sides and photos 

should be taken of any c h a r a c t e r - d e f i n i n g  f e a t u r e s (staircases, d i s p l a y  c a b i­

nets, orna t e  in t erior m o ldings, and other s p e c ia l  f e a t u r e s  that give the 

s t r u c tu r e  c h ar a cter.) Prints sub mi t t e d  w i t h  the n o m i n a t i o n  should be 5" x 7"
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or larger;, p l e a s e  send two copies of each print. Co p i es  of histo r i c a l  p h o t o­

graphs sh o w i n g  the s t r u c t u r e  are. very us e f u l  to d o c u m e n t  its history; two 

copies are p r e f e r r e d  as one is sent to W a s h i n g t o n  w i t h  the no m i n a t i o n  and the 

second r e ma i n s  in this office's files. The location of buildings and other

s t r u c t u r e s  s h o u l d  be marked, in pencil, or. a U n i t e d  State G e o l o g i c a l  Survey

map, a o n e - i n c h - t o - t h e - m i l e , map is preferred. F loor plans of s t ructures 

sh o u l d  be pre p a r e d ,  i n d i c a t i n g  the location of w i n dows, doors, porches, 

stairs, and the dir .nsicns of the structure. An arc h i t e c t  does not have to 

p r e p a r e  the plans, an informal sketch that has this i n f o r m at i o n  on it w i l l  

s u f f i c e .

It is a g o o d  idea to submit a draft of the nomination, w ith photographs, 

s k e t c h e s  and m aps, so one of m y  staff can w o r k  w i t h  you  if p o l i s h i n g  is 

needed. Th e c o m p l e t e d  n o m i n a t i o n  not only expa n ds  h i s t o r i c a l  knowledge about 

Alaska, but it a ls o  p r o v i d e s  the basis fcr p r ot e c t i o n  of si g n i f i c a nt  p r o p e r­

ties by law. P l e a s e  do not hesitate to call Jo A n t o n s o n  at 762-4142 if you

have q u e s t i o n s  or if we can help you in your research.

Sincerely,

Nei l C. J o h a n n s e n  

D i r e c t o r

By: Ju d i t h E. B i t t n e r  f

State H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f ic e r
f

e nclo s u r e s

PWC:tls




