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April 6, 1988

S ch ed u l i n g  of H e a r i n g s  for SB 399: Fi ng er p r i n t i n g

I u n d e r s t a n d  that SB 399, my bill on v o l u n t a r y  finger p ri nt  
submissions, w h i c h  p a s s e d  the Senate on M a r c h  29 on a 20-0 vote, 
h a s  b e e n  r e f e rr ed  to the H ou se  State A f f a i r s  C om mi tt ee  in the 
House.

I w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  like to formally request a h e a r i n g  be scheduled 
for t he bill in y o u r  Co mm ittee at yo ur  earliest c o n v e n i e n t  date.

T h e  bill w o u l d  a l l o w  p eople to pu t fingerprints on th e state 
DPS c o m pu te r  sy stem on a v o l u n t a r y  basis, for a v a r i e t y  of 
i d e n t if i ca ti on  purposes, such as to identify a body, for amnesia 
victims, A l z h e i m e r s  disease, runaways, or for w h a t e v e r  personal 
r eason they ma y have.

T h e  bill p r o v i d e s  p r o t e c t i o n  of confidentiality, and allows a 
child to remo v e the p r in ts  u p o n  r e a ch in g the age of 18. The 
fiscal note is zero. In response to conc e rn s e x p r es se d b y  some 
Senators, a de tailed pos it io n pa pe r  to the S en at e J u d i c i a r y  CS 
exp la in s the st ru cture of the sy stem a nd who does and does not 
h a v e  access to the information.
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Notes on SB 399, M a r c h  29, 1988

A t t a c h e d  is a cop y of the Rules CS. T he CS adds the p h r a s e  "and 
by a p e rs on  s u b m i t t i n g  f in gerprints u n d e r  (c) of this section".

This wi l l a ll ow  the D ep a rt me nt  to c o l l ec t u s e r  fees from people 
w ho wa nt  to add th ei r  names to the A A F I S . In actual practice, 
m o s t  larger c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  p r iv at e  b u s i n e s s e s  w h o  a l r e a d y  take 
qua li ty  fingerprints for a fee; so in those c o m m u n i t i e s  the 
Depar tm en t wi ll  set up re g ulations so p e op l e wil l have to go 
through those priv at e bu si n e s s e s  to subm it  prints, to ensure 
t heir quality, etc. In smaller, b u s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  no such 
b u s i n e s s e s  exist, D ep ar tm en t  pe rs o nn el  can tak e the  print s  
i n s t e a d — and the languge ch ange in the CS will a l l o w  t h e m  to 
charge an a pp ro pr i at e fee for it. It is not a n t i c i p a t e d  that 
t here w i l l  be v e r y  m a n y  of these.

Also, in an a t t e m p t  to mee t some of the c o n ce rn s about privacy 
and a cc es s i b i l i t y  r ai se d  on the floor by Coghi ll  and Uehling, the 
D e pa rt me nt  s u b m i t t e d  a revised P osition P ap e r t h a t  a ttempts to 
spell out in m o r e  detai l just w h o  has access to the system. The 
b as ic  po in t is that the f in gerprint s y s t e m  is not co nn ec t ed  to 
the criminal just ic e s y s t e m — they are separate. Further, no 
state or federal a g en cy  has direc t access to them; they have to 
request i n f o r m a t i o n  from it. T h e y  wil l p r e t t y  m u c h  limit their 
requests to serious felony cases, or ID of d e a d  bodies, etc.
(Note; the y m a y  do b a c k g r o u n d  check s on p e o p l e  w h o  are applying 
for top US G o v e r n m e n t  p o s t s ) . T h er e is no r e as on  for t h e m  to ask 
for the pr ints of someone w h o  su bm it te d t h e  p r i n t s  voluntarily, 
u nl es s that p e r s o n  has c o m m i t t e d  a felony in a n o t h e r  state and 
they are t r y i n g  to get furt he r i n formation on h i m  or her. Even 
then, the inform at io n  they g e t  w ou l d be p r a c t i c a l l y  useless; all 
they could get was the p e r s o n' s fingerprints, there w o u l d  be no 
criminal record.
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TITLE: An Act relating to the
Alaska automated fingerprint 
system and to the inclusion 
of fingerprint information in 
that system.

CONTACT: Kenneth E. Bischoff 
Division of Admin. Services 
465-4336
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Passage of this legislation would allow people to submit fingerprints for entry 
into the Alaska Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AAFIS). 
Fingerprints from an adult would be entered at his or her own request; 
fingerprints of a minor over two years old or of a person under the protection 
of a guardian would be entered upon request of the parent or guardian.

Fingerprints entered into AAFIS under this bill would be contained in the AAFIS 
data base, but the actual fingerprint cards would be maintained separately and 
indexed so that a person whose fingerprints were entered by a parent or 
guardian can have those fingerprints removed upon reaching age 18, if the 
person requests.

The Alaska Automated Fingerprint Identification System is a separate ("stand 
alone") computer system; it is not connected to the Alaska Public Safety 
Information Network (APSIN) or any other state, regional, or national criminal 
justice information system. Criminal history record information is contained 
on APSIN and other criminal justice information systems, not on AAFIS. AAFIS 
is an identification device which will positively confirm, based upon 
fingerprints, the identity of an individual whose fingerprints are submitted 
for identification or verification. The FBI is not hooked up to AAFTS. The 
FBI maintains a central national storehouse of fingerprint cards of serious 
criminals. The FBI's basic purpose is to maintain a clearinghouse allowing 
positive identification of serious criminals who cross state lines. The FBI 
would not be interested in knowing if a person has voluntarily submitted 
fingerprints into AAFIS.

The Department of Public Safety controls access to AAFIS, and intends to 
continue to use the AAFIS data base for law enforcement purposes only. Law 
enforcement purposes woulo include, for example, using fingerprints on file to 
identify dead bodies.

Existing language in Title 44 allows the Department to charge a "reasonable 
fee" to a person requesting information from AAFIS. We understand that the 
Senate Rules Committee is considering an amendment that would ado, on page 1, 
line 17, after "fingerprint system," "and by a person submitting fingerprints 
under (c) of this section." This would allow the Department to charge a 
reasonable fee to a person who wishes to submit his (or his child's) prints to 
the AAFIS system.

Generally, the Department of Public Safety staff does not take fingerprints for 
other than law enforcement purposes. Therefore, individuals desiring to take 
advantage of this bill's provisions would ordinarily be required to have their 
fingerprints taken by a qualified fingerprint technician in business for such 
purposes. Businesses offering these services exist in many of the larger 
communities in the state. In those areas where such services do not exist, 
procedures would be established to allow state troopers, VPSOs, or other 
trained DPS personnel to perform this service, probably for a moaest fee.
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The Department of Public Safety supports this bill, including the proposed 
amendment discussed above.

_ ‘\^p Arthur A. English 
^  Commissioner




