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Chariot Thleketun

Thank you for the opportunity to testify regarding Senate Bill 288, 
"An act relating to the use of a political party name by a 
candidate". SB 288 addresses a serious difficulty endemic only to 
legislative and gubernatorial elections in our state. • The 
presidential portion of +he statute is clear as to a process by 

which a candidate and a pnrty are identified, .As'we found, to our
chagrin, in 1986, no such clarity exlstB in statute regarding the
identification of a candidate with our party Or another 'party 
should the candidate choose to avoid a primary and yet utilize our 
party label by attaching some qualifier to it. ' 1 *

Thousands of Alaskans have worked to build political parties with 
stated philosophies in our platforms and resolutions, with
incumbents of whom we are proud as they espouse our political 
philosophies and with candidates who are the embodiment of tpur
public leadership, A basic foundation of party activists is the
identity of the Party through our names and symbols. The elephant 
is clearly a Republican and the donkey is clearly a Democrat. That 
clarity in the public's mind, however, is subject to confusion when 
qualifiers are added to the name and primaries are avoided.

Whether on "independent Republican" runs, a "moderate Democrat" 
runs or any other of the tremendous number of qualifiers that could 

be used to condition Republicans or Democrats as they run, the 
qualifiers merely add confusion to the system and, frankly, allow 
gamesmanship at the public's expense, Simply put, if a candidate 
chooses to run as a Republican, Democrot, Libertarion or any other 
party and there is competition, we have a tried and true system of 
competition colled the primary to determine the standard oearor for 
that party. If a candidate chooses to identify with a party by u b s  
of the name that candidate should do so honorably by cjmpetiny in 
the established process.

Allt. Secretary The Honorable Mitch Abood 
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Dear Mr. Chairman:
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Page Two 
Chairman Abood 

January 15, 1988

Even though there are points which may need clarification between 
the parties, the public has come to expect and indeed demands to 

examine the records, platforms and differences between incumbents 
of the parties, and indeed the parties themselves. Although 1986 
provided only one candidate who used what he described as a "neat 

trick" to avoid the primary, 1 could anticipate more such 
gamesmonship in 1988 if the statute is not clarified. Therefore, I 
advocate on behalf of the Republican Party passage of Senate Bill 
288.

Witlydest Regards,

JXm/crawford
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