


P. 0 . BOX V 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

(907)465-2828

DISTRICT 10 
2600 Denali; Suite 501 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503 
(907) 276-7943

Representative Virginia *J\. Collins

MEMBER
Community and Regional 

Affairs 
Special Commiltee 

on Telecommunicalions 
Finance Sub-Committee 

for Labor

Anchorage Caucus, 
House Chair

April 15, 1987

Honorable F^an Ulmer, Chair 
House State Affairs Committee 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, A laska 99811

Re: HJR 30, Urging the League of Women Voters to
conside r Anchorage as a site of a Presidential debate 
sponsored by the League.

Dear Rep. Ulmer,

Just a brief note thanking you and your staff, Dennis and 
Judy, for your help in moving HJR 3o promptly out of committee.

Your help has greatly improved the chances of having the 
resolu tion pass out by May 1— the deadline by which the League 
of W ome n Voters of Alaska must submit its proposal.

>̂tate Hegfelature



P.O. BOX V 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-2828

DISTRICT lO 
2600 Denali, Suite 501 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503 
(907) 276-7943

0 la£fea H>tate ̂ Legislature

o Representative Virginia M. Collins

MEMBER
Community and Regional 

Affairs 
Special Committee 

on Telecommunications 
Finance Sub-Committee 

for Labor

Anchorage Caucus, 
House Chair

April 8, 1987

The Honorable Fran Ulmer, Chair 
House State Affairs Committee 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Rei IIJR 30, Urging the League of Women Voters to consider
Anchorage as a site of a Presidential debate sponsored by 
the League.

Dear Representative Ulmer,

Thank you for co-sponsoring the above resolution.
Because the site selection deadline for the 1988 Presidential 
General Election Debates is flay 1, 1987, I respectfully 
request that a hearing be scheduled for this resolution as 
soon as possible.

Again, thank you for your support.

cc: Gay Leslie, President, League of Women Voters of Alaska
Charlotte Fox, President, League of Women Voters of 
A n c h oraoe



PUBLIC OPINIOM MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE ULMER

N A M E :  G A Y  I .  L E S L I E ,  P R E S I D E N T  

T I T L E :  L E A G U E  O F  N O M E N  V O T E R S  O F  A L A S K A  

A D D R E S S :  4 6 2 0  S O U T H P A R K  B L U F F  D R I V E

C I T Y :  A N C H O R A G E  Z I P :  9 9 5 1 6

P H O N E :  N / A -  

B I L L  N O :  H J R  3 0

S U B J E C T :  A N C H O R A G E ;  1 9 0 8  P R E S I D E N T I A L  D E B A T E

M E S S A G E :  I  U R G E  Y O U  T O  S C H E D U L E  A H E A R I N G  ON H J R 3 0  A S  S O O N  A S  P O S S I B L E .  T H E  

L E A G U E  O F  WOMEN V O T E R S  O F  A N C H O R A G E  M U S T  S U B M I T  I T S  P R O P O S A L  T O  H O S T  A 1 9 0 8  

P R E S I D E N T I A L  D E B A T E  T O  T H E  N A T I O N A L  L E A G U E  B Y  M A Y  1 ,  1 9 8 7 .  A  H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N  

WOULD D E M O N S T R A T E  C O N S I D E R A B L E  S U P P O R T  F O R  S U C H  A P R O P O S A L .

P O M I O :  0 3 1 6 3 1 3 9  

D A T E :  0 9 / 1 0 / 8 7  

T I M E :  1 6 : 3 1 : 3 9  

L I O N A M E :  A N C H O R A G E  L I O

-  -  NO  R E S P O N S E  R E Q U I R E D
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C I T Y :  A N C H O R A G E  Z I P :  9 9 5 1 6

P H O N E :  N / A -  

B I L L  N O :  H J R  3 0

S U B J E C T :  A N C H O R A G E ;  1 9 8 B  P R E S I D E N T I A L  D E B A T E

M E S S A G E :  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  C O - S P O N S O R I N G  H J R 3 0 .  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  I S  A V I T A L  P A R T  O F  OUR 

B I D  T O  H O L D  O N E  O F  T H E  L E A G U E  O F  WOMEN V O T E R S  1 9 6 6  P R E S I D E N T I A L  D E B A T E S  I N  

A N C H O R A G E .

P O M I D :  0 3 1 5 4 9 4 9  

D A T E :  0 4 / 1 0 / 6 7  

T I M E :  1 5 : 4 9 : 4 9  

l i o n a m e :  a n c h o r a g e  l i o
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4620 Southpark Bluff Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99516 
April 9, 1987

Rep. Virgi nia M. Collins 
A l a s k a  State Legislature 
P . O .  Box V (MS 3100) 
J u n e a u ,  Alaska 99811

D e a r  Rep. Collins:

T h e  League of Women Voters of A n c h o r a g e  is in the process of 
a s s e m b l i n g  information to d e m o n s t r a t e  the a b ility to meet the 
s i t e  selection criteri a for the 1 9 8 8  P r esidential  Dabates.
P e r m i t  me to address those criteria.

1. S tr ong support from the local L e a g u e  and com mu n i t y  leaders.
T h e  L e a g u e  has elici ted expressions of support at.several levels.
I w a s  informed today that the l e t t e r  from Mayor Knowles will be 
s i g n e d  yet today or tomorrow. The M u n i c i p a l  A s s embly has already 
p a s s e d  a resolution (AR 87-85), w h i c h  will be available on Monday. 
T h e  C h a m b e r  of Commerce will take u p  the item at their board 
m e e t i n g  next week. Congressman Y o u n g  has writte n in support of 
the proposal. The Governor's O f f i c e  is pr eparing a letter of 
s u p p o r t .  The Anchorage Convention a n d  Visitors Burea u (ACVB) is 
a c t i v e l y  supporting the proposal a n d  is a ss embling a proposal 
p a c k e t  including letters of c o m m i t m e n t  from the hotels and the 
E g a n  Center. Other letters of s u p p o r t  or resolutions are expected.

2. A  m i n i m u m  of 300 volunteers. T h e  A ncho r a g e  League, itself, 
has 125 members upon which it can d r a w  as well as some of the 
o t h e r  325 League m e m bers throughout t h e  state. Other community 
g r o u p s  are lining up in support. T h e  ability of Fur Rendezvous 
and t h e  Anchorage Olympic Organizing Committee to d r a w  on large 
n u m b e r s  of v olunt eers demonstrates t h a t  the League will have no 
d i f f i c u l t y  meeti ng this criterion.

3. C o m m i t m e n t  to assist with f u n d r a i s i n g . Members of the private 
s e c t o r  in Anchorage have assured us t h a t  we will have no difficulty 
r a i s i n g  $250,000 for this purpose. T h e  League is committed to 
r a i s i n g  this mon ey through the p r i v a t e  sector w i t h o u t  assistance 
f r o m  the Munic i p a l i t y  or the State.

4. A d e q u a t e  facilities including a t h e a t e r  with a minimum of 1,000 
s e a t s ,  broadcast facilities, room f o r  1,000 w o r k i n g  press, and rooms



Rep. C o l l i n s ,  p a g e  2

for d e b a t e  offices. The ACVB is w o r k i n g  on the response regarding 
these criteria. The Egan Center is n o w  considered the primary site 
for t h e  debate and v/ork space for the press. If the Performing 
Arts C e n t e r  is available at the time, w e  would probably switch 
the d e b a t e  there and continue to use t h e  Egan Center for the press 
corps a n d  office space. Adequate s e a t i n g  for the debate will be 
a v a i l a b l e  at either the Egan Center o r  the Performing Arts Center.

5. E x c e l l e n t  transportat ion f a c i l i t i e s . A nchorage International 
A i r p o r t  has major airline service f r o m  all parts of the country 
via C h i c a g o ,  Minneapolis, Salt Lake Cit y, and Seattle.

6. A d e q u a t e  hotel space to accommodate up to 1 , 2 0 0 . It is being 
p r o p o s e d  that a debate be scheduled in Anch orage w i t h i n  the window 
of S e p t e m b e r  23-26 or October 7-10, 1988. Both of those time 
frames are outside the pe-^k tourist season. The positive response 
of the h o t e l s  to the ACVP ndicates t h a t  we will be able to assure 
a d e q u a t e  hotel space.

A l t h o u g h  n o t  a ddressed directly in t h e  c r i t e r i a  e s tablishe d b^ 
the L e a g u e  of Women Voters Education Fu nd, we consiaar our excel­
lent b r o a d c a s t  capabilit ies and our t i m e  zone to be plusses in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  our case for Anchorage as a host city. The same 
a r g u m e n t s  that worked to the advantage of the A n c h orage Olympic 
bid w o u l d  w o r k  to the advantage of the A n c h o rage League's bid to 
host a P r e s i d e n t i a l  Debate.

I hope this information answers some o f  the questions about the 
L e a g u e ' s  proposal. If I can provide f u r t h e r  information, please 
call (345-2935 home; 261-4424 work).

S i n c e r e l y ,



• 1 9 8 8  PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE'
L E A G U E  O F  W O M E N  V O T E R .

S IT E  SELECTION CRITERIA FOR 1988 PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES

1 .  S t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  L e a g u e ( s )  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  
i n  h o s t i n g  a  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  d e b a t e .

2 .  A m in im um  o f  3 0 0  v o l u n t e e r s  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  h o s t  
c i t y  I s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  t a s k s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e b a t e .

3 .  C om m i tm en t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  L e a g u e  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  LVTVEF 
w i t h  f u n d r a i s i n g  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  D e b a t e s  i n  t h e i r  
l o c a l / r e g i o n a l  a r e a .  ( I n  1 9 8 4 ,  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  w a s  r e q u i r e d  a t  e a c h  
s i t e ) .

4 .  A d e q u a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  h o l d i n g  t h e  d e b a t e .  F a c i l i t y  s h o u l d  
h a v e :

a .  a  t h e a t e r  w i t h  a  m in im um  o f  1000  s e a t s  ( p a s t  d e b a t e  
t h e a t e r s  h a v e  r a n g e d  f r o m  100 0  t o  4 0 0 0 )  c a p a c i t y ,  
e x c e l l e n t  a c o u s t i c s ,  s t a t e  o f  t h e  a r t  s o u n d  a n d  
l i g h t i n g ,  s p a c e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  7 t e l e v i s i o n  c a m e r a s ,  
a d e q u a t e  p o w e r  f o r  l i v e  b r o a d c a s t  n e e d s ,  d r e s s i n g  ro om  
f a c i l i t i e s .

b .  A d j a c e n t  ( s am e  b u i l d i n g  p r e f e r a b l e )  s p a c e  f o r  u p  t o  
10 0 0  w o r k i n g  p r e s s .

c .  S e v e r a l  r o o m s  f o r  u s e  a s  d e b a t e  o f f i c e s .

5 .  E x c e l l e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e . g . ,  a  l a r g e  a i r p o r t  
w i t h  m a j o r  a i r l i n e  s e r v i c e  a n d  e a s y  a c c e s s  f r o m  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC.

6 .  A d e q u a t e  h o t e l  s p a c e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  u p  t o  1200  (LWVEF s t a f f  
a n d  b o a r d ,  t r a v e l i n g  p r e s s ,  c a m p a i g n s ,  s e c r e t  s e r v i c e ,  d e b a t e  
g u e s t s ,  e t c . )

L eag u e  o f  W om en  V o ters Educarion  Fund. 1730 M  ST NW. W ash ington . DC. 20036
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- 1 9 8 8  PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES
L E A G U E  O F  W O M E N  V O T E R S

F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1987 

This is going on DPM

TO: P r e s i d e n t s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  L o c a l  L e a g u e s  a n d  I L O ' s

FR : N a n c y  N euman

RE : S i t e  S e l e c t i o n  f o r  1988  P r e s i d e n t i a l  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  D e b a t e s
D e a d l i n e :  May 1 ,  1987

T h e  L e a g u e  o f  Women V o t e r s  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  s p o n s o r  
u p  t o  f o u r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  d e b a t e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 8 8 .  As we h a v e  
d o n e  i n  p a s t  d e b a t e  y e a r s ,  we a r e  s e e k i n g  L e a g u e s  a n d  c i t i e s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o s t i n g  a  1988  d e b a t e  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  
LWVEF w i t h  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  t a s k s  t h a t  g o  i n t o  s t a g i n g  t h e  d e b a t e .  
I f  y o u r  L e a g u e  p l a n s  t o  s u b m i t  a  p r o p o s a l ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  i t  b y  May 
1 ,  1987  t o  t h e  LW VEF 's P r e s i d e n t i a l  D e b a t e s  O f f i c e .  G u i d e l i n e s  
f o r  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  s u b m i t t i n g  p r o p o s a l s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  A c o v e r  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  L e a g u e  p r e s i d e n t  m u s t  b e  
i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  I f  we r e c e i v e  p r o p o s a l s  f r o m  non-LWV 
e n t i t i e s ,  we w i l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  w o r k  
t h r o u g h  L e a g u e  c h a n n e l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  T h i s  i s  t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  e a c h  p r o p o s a l  h a s  t h e  f o i l  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o m m i tm e n t  o f  
L e a g u e  l e a d e r s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  who w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m e e t i n g  
LWVEF's r e q u i r e m e n t s .

2 .  S i t e  s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  P l e a s e  b e  a s  s p e c i f i c  
a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  e a c h  p o i n t .  A l l  s u p p o r t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  
w i l l  b e  r e v i e w e d .  B e y o n d  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  i t e m s  
t h e  LWVEF m u s t  w e i g h  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n :  f a c t o r s  s u c h  
a s  g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s i t e s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  we t r y  t o  a v o i d  s i t i n g  d e b a t e s  i n  t h e  home s t a t e s  o f  
t h e  n o m i n e e s ) .

3 .  F l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  a d a p t a b i l i t y  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  P r e s i d e n t i a l  D e b a t e s  w o r k .  F l e a s e  m ake  s u r e  
e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  s h i f t  
g e a r s  a t  a  m o m e n t ' s  n o t i c e !  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u r  L e a g u e  i s  
o f f e r i n g  o n e  s i t e ,  a n d  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  b o o k e d  f o r  a l l  b u t  tw o  d a y s  i n ,  
S e p t e m b e r  o r  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 8 ,  y o u ' l l  n e e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  som e 
a l t e r n a t i v e s .

(over)

L eag u e  o f  W om en  V o ters E du ca tion  Fund. 1730 M  ST NW. W ash in g ton , DC. 20036
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M u n ic ip a lity
o f

A n c h o ra g e TONY KNOWLES, 
MAYOR

P.O. B O X  106650 

ANCHORAG E, ALASKA 99519-6 

(907) 264-4431
H

o w ic e  O f THE MAYOR

April 10, 1987

League o f Women V o te rs o f Anchorage 
P r e s i d e n t i a l Debates 
P. 0 . Box 101345 
Ancho rage , A la ska 99510-1345

Dear League Members:

As Mayor o f Anchorage , A la s k a , i t ' s  a p le a s u re  f o r  me t o  l e t  
you know o f my w ho le h e a r te d s u p p o r t o f th e League o f Women 
V o te rs o f Ancho ra ge 's p ro p o s a l t h a t Anchorage h o s t one o f th e 
1988 p r e s i d e n t i a l deba tes to  be sponso red by th e N a t io n a l 
League 's E du ca t io n Fund. Anchorage has more th a n adequa te 
f a c i l i t i e s  necessa ry t o  h o s t one o f th e de b a te s , and th e 
h o t e l space to  accommodate a l l  th o se i n  a t te n d a n c e . We have 
e x c e l l e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and ou r t im e zone wou ld 
make i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e e ve n t t o  be b ro a d c a s t l i v e  to  th e 
r e s t  o f th e c o u n t r y .

A la s k a , w i t h  i t s  v a s t a c re s o f fe d e ra l ly - o w n e d  la n d , i t s  v i t a l  
m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and p r o x im i t y  to  th e  S o v ie t U n ion , i s  
a l o g i c a l  p la c e t o  s ta g e a deba te i n  w h ich th e p r e s i d e n t i a l 
c a n d id a te s c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  be d is c u s s in g  n a t i o n a l is s u e s such 
as la n d management, th e de fense budge t and fo r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s .

i

H o s t in g  a deba te o f such h i s t o r i c a l  s ig n i f i c a n c e  wou ld be an 
hono r f o r  Anchorage and i t s  r e s id e n t s . T h e re 's  no q u e s t io n  
t h a t  th e Anchorage League co u ld  p ro v id e  e a s i l y  th e v o lu n te e r 
a s s is ta n c e  necessa ry t o  ensure t h a t a l l  ta s k s r e la t e d  to  th e 
deba te wou ld be accom p lished w i t h  speed and competence.
P lease do n o t h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n ta c t my o f f i c e  i f  you have any 
q u e s t io n s , o r i f  you need a d d i t i o n a l in f o rm a t i o n  t o  a s s i s t 
you i n  c o n s id e r in g  th e p ro p o s a l .

We hope t o  see you he re i n  1988, and w e 'r e  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  
i t .

S i -

To
M a
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D O N  Y O U N G
CONHfllUUAN TOR ALL ALASKA

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
2331 Rayburn B'tiiowQ 
Telephone W2/2<5*S7fl5

COMMITTEES:
INTERIOR AND INSULAR 

AFFAIRS
MERCHANT MARINE AND 

FISHERIES
POST OFFICE AND 
CIVIL SERVICE

■of'?

©tmgrcae of Hje lo ittii States
2 i m a *  of Rtpraottatfitta

SteaJjingUm. B.QJ. 2U515

A p r i l  2, 1987

DISTRICT OFFICES
701 C Street, Box 3 

AxchoAaos, Alaska « 5 13 
TELEPHONE B07/271-5878
Box 10, 101 12th AVENUE 
FaiA&ank9, Alaska 89701 
Telephone 907/455-0210
401 FlBERAL BUILOINO 

P.O. Box 1247 
J u n e a u , A l a s k a  99502 
TELEPHONE 907, JM-7400
501 Feberal BuilOinO 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99602 
Telephone 907/225-0330

Rr. 1, BOX ISOS 
Kenal Alaska 99311

SOX 177 
KOOAK, Alaska 99315

P.O. Box 1850 
NOME. Alaska M7E2

C h a r lo t t e  Fox 
P re s id e n t
League o f Women V o te rs o f Anchorage 
P.O. Box 101345 
Anchorage , Ak. 99510

Dear Ms. Fox ,

I w h o le h e a r te d ly  endorse you r commendable e f f o r t s  to 
have the N a t io n a l League o f Women V o te rs c o n s id e r Anchorage 
as a s i t e  f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l deba tes in  1988. I have looked a t 
the s i t e  s e le c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  you sen t and f o r  my p a r t , fe e l 
t h a t Anchorage would pass each one w i th  f l y i n g  c o lo r s .

O b v io u s ly , the deba tes wou ld g iv e Anchorage and 
a l l  o f A la ska an e x c e l l e n t o p p o r t u n i t y  to be s p o t l i g h t e d  
ac ro ss the N a t io n . I t  is  t r u l y  e x c i t i n g  to th i n k  th a t 
m i l l i o n s  o f Americans m igh t see and judge the cand id a te s 
w h i l e t h e y  were in  ou r s t a t e . I w ish you the bes t o f 
lu c k  in  you r endeavo rs . I f  th e re  is  a n y th in g  I can do to 
he lp you, p lease l e t  me know.

Best w is h e s ,



1ssociatlon

P .4 /1 2

1411 West 33rd Avenue • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • (907) 274-0536

April 7, 1987

League of Women Voters of Anchorage 
Attn*. Charlotte Fox, President 
P.O. Box 101345 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Dear Ms. Fox:

The Anchorage Education Association supports the efforts of the League of Women
Voters of Anchorage to have Anchorage considered as one of the sites for the
1988 presidential general election debate.

Anchorage has been characterized as an All-American City and has a unique and
diverse population that 1s not found in many cities.

I strongly support Anchorage as one of the sites for the 1988 presidential 
general election deb.ate.

President

SA4/70
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4620 Sou thpa rk B l u f f  D r. 
Ancho rage , AK 99516 
March 23 , 1987

Nancy Neuman, C h a ir 
LWV E d u c a t io n Fund 
1730 M S t r e e t NW 
W ash ing ton , DC 20036

Dear Nancy :

I t  g iv e s me g r e a t p le a s u re  t o  w r i t e  t o  you on b e h a l f o f th e League 
o f Women V o te rs o f A la ska (LWVAK) to  exp re ss ou r s u p p o r t f o r  th e 
p ro p o s a l o f th e League o f Women V o te rs o f Anchorage to  h o s t one o f 
th e 1988 P r e s i d e n t i a l Gene ra l E le c t i o n  Deba tes . The Anchorage 
League 's p ro p o s a l was re c e iv e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  by th e LWVAK boa rd 
a t ou r F e b ru a ry 28 m ee t in g and has ou r s t r o n g  s u p p o r t .

I  am p le a se d t o  n o te t h a t t h i s  p ro p o s a l has a ls o  been re c e iv e d  
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  by in d i v i d u a l s  and groups in  th e  Anchorage community 
and th ro u g h o u t A la s k a , T h is response i s  t y p i c a l  o f A la s k a 's  can -do 
s p i r i t  -  th e  same s p i r i t  t h a t won th e r i g h t  t o  re p re s e n t th e U n i te d
S ta te s i n  com pe t ing t o  h o s t th e 1992 and 1996 W in te r O lym p ic s .

*

Anchorage can o f f e r  modern h o t e l and c o n v e n t io n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a i r p o r t ,  a s o p h is t i c a t e d  commun ica t ions n e tw o rk , and 
a cad re o f v o lu n t e e r s . In  a d d i t i o n , th e League has e x c e l l e n t 
w o rk in g r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  th e l o c a l gove rnm en t, th e m ed ia , and th e 
lo c a l b u s in e s s commun ity .

F a l l  i s  o f f - s e a s o n  in  A la s k a - midway between th e summer t o u r i s t  
season and w in t e r  s p o r t s  f e s t i v a l s .  Thus f a c i l i t i e s  and accommoda­
t i o n s  des ig n ed fr tv r ' ^ k - a a a o e m  u o o  w o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  Tux' t t ie
deba te and th e en to u ra g e a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  i t .

The s t a t e  and l o c a l Leagues wou ld welcome a s i t e  su rve y to  enab le 
us t o  show you wha t Anchorage has to  o f f e r  as a p o t e n t i a l  deba te 
s i t e ,  «.*

S in c e r e l y ,

'Gay J y  L e s l i e
President
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Box 874589 
Wasilla, AK 99687 
April 6 , 1986

Nancy Neuman, Chair 
LWV Education Fund 
1730 M Street NW 
Washington* DC 20036

Dear Ms Neuman,

The members of the Matanuska-Susitna League of Women Voters 
endorse the proposal from the League of Woman .Voters of
Anchorage to be one of the host sites for the 1988
Presidential general election debates,

We feel that Alaska affords unique opportunities in terms of 
its geopo litical location and its Pacific Rim oriented
economy to focus national voter attention on issues relating 
to land-based defense systems and to foreign trade 
development.

More importantly, we believe that it is incumbant on the 
League of Women Voters to ensure regional variety in debate 
site location and to address the concerns and interests of 
voters in less densely populated states. As you are aware, 
there is no substitute for an up-close look at a 
candidate;the jpportunity for an Alaskan voter to see and 
hear the cand idate does not come often, We urge you in the 
strongest possible terms to consider Anchorage as one of the 
debate sites. A l t hough there are those who would argue that 
our distance from the East Coast and the time zone changes 
militate against us, we submit to you that a politician can 
reach just as many voters from Anchorage via television as 
hegshe can from New York City via television. Anchorage 
offers all the amenities of a large city and of a smaller 
town,

We urge you to "Look West" for one of the debate sites and 
then to "Look North" for the best site !

Mary Margaret Snyder
President, Mata nuska Susitna League of Women Voters
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AKPIRG
A L A SK A  PU B L IC  H tfT E B E ST  R E S E A R C H  G R O U PPost Office Box 1093 /Anchorage, Alaska 99610 / (907) 278-3661

C h a r l o t t e  F o x
L e a g u e  o f  H o m a n  V o t e r s  o f  A n c h o r a g e  
B o x  1 0 - 1 3 4 5
A n c h o r g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 0 - 1 3 4 5  3 0  M a r c h  1 9 8 7

D e a r  M s .  F o x ,

A K P I R G  i s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  y o u r  e f f o r t  t o  h o s t  o n e  o f  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  d e b a t e s  h e r e  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  I t  i s  c l e a r  f r o m  t h e  
c r i t e r i a  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a l l  t ' r .e  t h i n g s  n e e d e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  f i r s t -  
r a t e  p r o g r a m  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  i t  w o u l d  u e  a  
v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l  P l a c e  f a r  h h o  o a n d i d a f c o a  f c h c m o e l v c o  l u  U e  
p r e s e n t .  A l a s k a ' s  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m  a n d  o u r  
c u r r e n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c a m p a i g n  i a s u e s  o n  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  f r o n t s  
a l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  o u r  r e s p e c t  f o r  a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p r o c e s s .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  A K P I R G  i s  a  l e a d e r  i n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  c o n s u m e r ,  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  m a t t e r s .  I  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  w e  
c o u l d  a s s i s t  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  l o g i s t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  
d e b a t e  i f  t h a t  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y .

H e  a p p l a u d  y o u r  e f f o r t  a n d  w e  s t a n d  r e a d y  t o  a s s i s t  i n  w h a t e v e r  
w a y  w e  c a n .

S i  n c e r e l y ,

J e r f r e y  R .  B o h m a n  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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The Republican Party 
of Alaska

Jim Crawford
Charmen

Marylln Paine
rral'ond dG<v.m.'.iccr.viii*M

Eldon Ulmer 
National Commlunman

JICK Wilbur 
Vice Chairmen

Gall Phillip* 
StO'ltary

Tim McKeever 
Treasurer

Chariot Thlokstun 
Aasi. S«ci,«ta<v
Lloyd Ham**
Asst. Treasurer

Dava Harbour 
Plnanea Chairman

Cliff Oroh 
Legal Counsel

7 5 0  £ .  F l r e w e e d  L a n a ,  S u i t e  1 0 2  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3  

(907) 276-440/

April 6, 1987

C h a r l o t t e  Fox
President, Le a g u e  of W o m e n  Voters - A n c h o r a g e  
P.O. Bo x  101345 
Anchorage, A K  99510

Dear M s .  Fox:

Th a n k  y o u  for your letter as k i n g  for comment from me about 
h o l d i n g  a Pres i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s 1 deb a t e  in A n c h o r a g e  
d u r i n g  the 1988 campaign. I believe that having the 
n a t i o n a l  c a n d i d a t e s  here in A n c h o r a g e  for a debate w ould be 
a s u p e r l a t i v e  idea. I h e a r t i l y  endorse it.

As yo u  know, b o t h  the national D e m o c r a t i c ' a n d  Repu b l i c a n  
p a r t i e s  are c o n s i d e r i n g  jointly s p o n s o r i n g  the Presidential 
d e b a t e s  in 1988. If that does become the case, I truly 
hop e  that your o r g a n i z a t i o n  will support the idea of having 
one of those debates here in Anchorage.

The A l a s k a n  issues we face; r e v i t a l i z i n g  our economy, 
s o u n d l y  a c c e s s i n g  our natural resources, e n c o u r a g i n g  
t o u r i s m  and c r e a t i n g  n e w  jobs are v e r y  important. G iven 
the i m p o r t a n c e  of the federal gover n m e n t  as the owner and 
la n dlord of m uch of Alaska, I k now yo u  will agree w i t h  me 
that A l a s k a n  issues d e s e r v e  support from all who run for 
President, w h e t h e r  they are R e p u b l i c a n  or Democratic.

I a p p r e c i a t e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to add my name to the— list-of—  
thos,e: wiiu ssupport. Ancnor-age as a site-for a - P r s s i d e n t i a l  
d e b a t e .

W i t h  best regards,
#

C r a w f o r d

lairman, R e p u b l i c a n  Party of Alaska

Paid lor by me PeovBiiean Party o' Alma, 750 £. Prewatd. Arehcage, a ib j x * 99503. J.m Craw'c'd, Chairman . ,IK
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,1 r i * H  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
Dktfr <L/’~.7 T y >7 . *   AR 87-85

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY URGING THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN 
VOTERS E D U C AT ION FUND TO C O N SIDER ANCHORAGE AS THE SITE OF A  1988 
P R ESI DENTIAL DEBATE o r v t c e p p e s t o f.nttat ngqA'pg _________________________

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY RESOLVES:

WHEREAS, the League of Women Voters of the Un i t e d  States 

has a strong and c o nsistent record of providing

n p p n  *r»H - F a i r  p p p e r t u n i t i o s  for' •the A m e r i c a n  v f t e r j

and Vice Presidential 
to view p r o s p e c t i v e  P r e s i d e n t i a l / c a n d i d a t e s ;  and

WHEREAS, the League o^ W omen Vo t e r s  E d u c a t i o n  Fund has

and Vice Presfdential 
propo s e d  a s c h edule of four p r e s i d e n t i a l / d e b a t e s

for the 1988 Presidential election; and

WHEREAS, w e s t e r n  states in general, and Alaska in

p a r t i c u l a r  have not b enefitted d i r e c t l y  from

or Vice Presidential 
p r e vious presi d e n t i a l / d e b a t e s ;  and

WHEREAS? A n c h o r a g e  has all of the facilities, volunteers,

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t works and access to electronic

., , * , . .  ° F  y ^ e Presidential
media to host a successful pre s i d e n t i a l / d e b a t e ;  and

_ or Vice Presidential
WHEREAS, hosting one of the 19S8 P r e s i d e n t i a l / d e b a t e s  would

be great benefit to the image of A l a s k a  and

A n c h o r a g e  both at home and abroad;

NOW T H E R E F O R E  BE IT RESOLVED, that the A n c h o r a g e  Assembly

r*
supports the League of Women Voters E d u c a t i o n  Fund schedule

and Vice Presidential 
of 1983 P r e s i d e n t i a l / d e b a t e s ?  and THEREFORE A LSO BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Anc h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  urges the League of

Women Voters Edu c a t i o n  Fund to consider A n c h o r a g e  as the site

for one of the scheduled debates.



Among the legislation yoiMare c onsi dering is House Joint 
Resolu t i o n  30. This expresses support to the League of 
W o m e n  Voters of the United States for designating 
Ancho r a g e  as a site of a presidenti al debate for the 1988 
election.

N a t u r a l l y  the League of W o m e n  Voters of Alaska supports 
this resolution.

The debate w o u l d  be hosted by the Anchorage League of 
W o m e n  Voters who are very enthusia stic about conducting 
the debate.

The national League has set specific criteria for choosing 
debate sites including hotel and meeting facilities, 
financial support, and v o l u n t e e r  labor. The Anchorage 
League is assured that these criteria  can be met.

The A n c h o r a g e  Assembly has passed a supportive resolution. 
The A n c h o r a g e  Visitors B ur eau is actively in support of 
the project. These groups have said that raising the 
n e c e s s a r y  funding entirely from the private sector will 
be no problem.

The League realizes this is a long shot. Travel time to 
A n c h o r a g e  from the Lower 48 may be the prohibitiv e factor 
at a time in campaigning w h e n  candidates prize every spare 
m i n u t e .

N o netheles s the League of Women Voters of Alaska thinks 
it's at least possible that A n c h o rage could be chosen and 
we see this as pote ntially p r o d u c i n g  many benefits for 
the state.

We therefore urge y o u  to vote in support of HJR 30.
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A p r i l  9, 1 9 8 7

Ms. C h a r l o t t e  F o x  
P r e s i d e n t

L e a g u e  of W o m e n  V o t e r s  of A n c h o r a g e  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  D e b a t e s  
P.O. B o x  1 0 1 3 4 5  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 0 - 1 3 4 5

D e a r  C h a r l o t t e ,

I a m  p l e a s e d  to h e a r  of t h e  L e a g u e ' s  p l a n  to a t t e m p t  to h o s t  
o n e  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r e s i d e n t i a l  d e b a t e s  in A l a s k a .  I 
h e a r t i l y  e n d o r s e  y o u r  c a m p a i g n  a n d  l e n d  m y  p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t  
as w e l l  as t h a t  of m y  o f f i c e  to t h e  e f f o r c .

A l a s k a  is a n  e x c e l l e n t  s i t e  f o r  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  d e b a t e .  As 
y o u  k n o w ,  o u r  s t a t e  is o n  t h e  l e a d i n g  e d g e  of s e v e r a l  

n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  c e r t a i n  to b e  r a i s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  u p - c o m i n g  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a m p a i g n  i n c l u d i n g  the u s e  of n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  a n d  e n e r g y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  o t h e r  i s s u e s  in 
w h i c h  A l a s k a  p l a y s  a d i r e c t  r o l e  i n c l u d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
n e w  o i l  r e s e r v e s  o n  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  a n d  the n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  
b a l a n c e ,  w i l l  b e  a p a r t  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a m p a i g n .

L o g i s t i c a l l y , A l a s k a  is p e r f e c t l y  s i t u a t e d  f o r  s u c h  an 
e v e n t .  W i t h  o u r  t i m e  f o u r - h o u r  d i f f e r e n c e ,  a l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  
d e b a t e  in A l a s k a  c o u l d  be b r o a d c a s t  l i v e  a c r o s s  the r e s t  of 
the c o u n t r y  i n  p r i m e  time.

O u r  l a r g e s t  c i t y  is w e l l  e q u i p p e d  to h o s t  s u c h  a n  e v e n t  a n d  
h a s  d o n e  so s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e  p a s t .  In 1981, A n c h o r a g e  w a s  
v i s i t e d  b y  t h e  P o p e  and- in 1 9 8 5 ,  the c i t y  w o n  p r a i s e  f r o m  
t h e  1 , 2 0 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in t h e  U . S .  C o n f e r e n c e  of M a y o r s  
c o n v e n t i o n .  D o w n t o w n  A n c h o r a g e  a l o n e  b o a s t s  2 , 2 0 0  h o t e l  
r o o m s ,  m a n y  f i n e  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  two b r a n d  n e w  c o n v e n t i o n  
c e n t e r s  f e a t u r i n g  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
t e c h n o l o g y .  F o r  t h e  w e a r y  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  s o m e  of 
t h e  w o r l d ' s  b e s t  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  is o n l y  m i n u t e s  away.

A l a s k a  a l s o  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  n o  o t h e r  s t a t e  c a n  o f f e r  - the 
w a r m  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m  of t h o s ^  of u s  w h o  
l i v e  o n  the ."Last F r o n t i e r . "  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is t h e  k e y  
i n g r e d i e n t  to w h a t  c o u l d  b e  o n e  of t h e  b e s t  r e m e m b e r e d  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  d e b a t e s  i n  h i s t o r y .

& . ( D I L I  c o s ' O ( F i O ' )
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Ms. C h a r l o t t e  F o x - 2 - A p r i l  9, 1 9 8 7

I r e m a i n  at y o u r  s e r v i c e  to d o  w h a t  w e  c a n  to h a v e  A l a s k a  
s e l e c t e d  as t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o n e  of the d e b a t e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S/S Steve Cowper
S t e v e  C o w p e r  
G o v e r n o r
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