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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

DIM’AKTMENT 01 PUBLIC SAFETY P.O BOX 20
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-0020

D IV IS ION  OF  MOTOR VEH ICLES PHONE: (907)465-2650
February 3, 1987

The Honorable John Sund 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Sund:

Enclosed is a draft of a fiscal note which the department will submit 
for the proposed House State Affairs committee substitute to HB 74, 
which c h a n g e s  the number of digits authorized on a personalized license 
plate from six to seven.

The division has turned down several requests in the past for seven 
digit plates. Thus, it is felt there would be a large influx the first 
year, and a new position would be requested to handle that increase. I 
would again like to emphasize it is currently our intent to discontinue 
issuing personalized license plates on July 1, 1987, because of neces­
sary budget cuts. This would apply even if the amended version were to 
pass with the new position. The one position could not handle the 
increase, plus the current workload.

Our main priority must be to provide the basic services to the public 
at our field offices, rather than providing non-essential services to a 
select few. This is the reason the position who currently handles 
personalized license plates was cut rather than a position who worV" 
the counter in a field office.

An item which was brought to my attention today is that a motorcycle 
license plate with six digits, let alone seven, would take away part of 
the basic purpose of a license plate, which is to provide identifica­
tion of a vehicle from a distance. The motorcycle license plate is 
considerably smaller than a regular license plate, thus it was felt a 
maximum of four or five digits, preferably four, should be allowed for 
these plates.

If >ou have any questions, or I can be of any other assistance, let me 
know.

Sincerely

Chief of Driver Services

BB:ns

cc: The Honorable Fran Ulmer *■
Chairman, House State Affairs
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STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

R E Q U E S T ;Revision D ate:____________________________________________Title : An Act: r e l a t i n g ,  to  m o to r c y c le
Bill Version: P ro p o se d  CS HB 7 4 (SA) Publish D ate: ______________________________

Agency Affected: Public Safety_________BRU : _______________ M otor V e h i c le s _____________l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .SundSponsor:Requestor: Snnd Components : . V e h i c le  S e r v ic e s
F .X P F N D IT U R  ESI R E V EN U E S : (Thousands of Doll ars)OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92PERSONAL SERVICES TRAVEL CONTRACTUAL SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT LAND & STRUCTURES GRANTS. CLAIMS MISCELLA' ■ OUS

. 31 . 4 1 6 .0 1 6 .5 1 7 .0 1 7 .56 0 .8 « • (' 4 .1 4 .2 4 .3. 1 .1 .1 .1 .1
TOTAL OF'-.RATING 9 2 .3 2 0 .1 2 0 .7 2 1 .3 2 1 .9

CAP1TA1
REVENUE 1 5 7 .5 1 6 .5 1 6 .5 1 6 .5 1 6 .5

F U N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollars)CENFRAL-EUND FEDERALFUNDS OTHER TOTAL
-9 2 -3 .- - 2 0 .1  • 2 0 .7 2 1 .3 2 1 .9
92.3 20.1 20.7 2 1 .3 21.9P O S IT IO N S :FULL-TIMEPART-TIMETEMPORARY 1 1 1 1 1

A N A L Y S IS  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
See P a g e  2 .

Prepared b y : ^  jll^ D iv is iJ
Bill Brown)iv:sion : M otor V e h i c le sApproved by Commissioner: Agency: _______________________

Phone D ate: .Date:
465-43352 -3 -8 7

P u b li c  S a f e t yDistribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance Legislative Sponsor RequestorOffice of Management and Budget Impacted Agency(ies)Senate Secretary page. of



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSISF o r Bill/Resolution N o. PROPOSED CSHB 74 (SA) gjjjfiBEB
EXPENDITURES:

Personal Services
One Motor Vehicle Rep III, Anchorage 
(full time first year, part time 
second and subsequent years)

Contractual
Data Processing changes 
License Plates 5,000 @ $5.00

250 @ $2.50 (m/c)
Postage 5,000 plates @ 1.75 per set

250 plates @ $.76 per plate 
General correspondence 

2,625 @ $.22 
Printing Temporary registrations 

5,250 x .07
Tot

Commodities
Normal Office Supplies .1  ^

Total 92.3
*0ne time charge 

REVENUES:

FY88 is based on issuan'ce of 5,000 reguiAr personalized license plates 
with 7 digits, and 250 motorcycle personalized license plates at the 
cost to the owner of $30.00 per application.

FY89 and subsequent years based on issuance of 500 regular personalized 
license plates, over and above the current trend, and 50 new motorcycle 
personalized license plates per year.

INFORMATION:

This fiscal note reflects what the increased cost would be to issue 
personalized license plates to motorcycles, and increase the number of 
digits on personalized plates from six to seven.

The position in the Special Programs Unit of DMV which now handles 
personalized plates is not funded in the FY88 operating budget due to 
the required decrement. The new position requested in this fiscal 
note would not be able to handle the increase, plus current workload 
of the deleted position.

Therefore, it is the current intent of the department to not hire the 
position requested in this fiscal note, and to discontinue issuing 
personalized license plates on July 1, 1987.

31.4 31.4
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Bill Version : HE 74_______________________________________ _  Publish Date : ______________
STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:Revision Date:
Title: An Act relating to motorcycle

license plates._____________________
Sponsor: Sund________________________Requestor: House State Affairs_______

Agency Affected: P u b lic  S a f e t yBRU : ________________ M otor V e h ic le sComponents :______Vehicle Services_____
E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S : (Thousands of Dollars)OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 9! FY 92PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCONTRACTUAL .8 .2 . 2 . 2 .2SUPPLIESEQUIPMENTLAND & STRUCTURESGRANTS, CLAIMSMISCELLANEOUSTOTAL OPERATING - 0 - .8 . 2 # 0 , 2 _ 2

CAPITAL

REV” JE - 0 - 7 .5 1 .5 1 .5 1 .5 1 .5
F u N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollars)GENERAL FUND FEDERALFUNDS OTHER •IT7TAI.

.8 .2 .2 .2 .2
P O S IT IO N S :FULL-TIMEPART-TIMETEMPORARY -
A N A L Y S IS  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See page 2.

Prepared by: ____________________ I'Bill 5ruwn__________________________________  Phnn» • in 5 ~M 3 5Division: ______________________ " Vehicles A  nntp . i - .:S - h /
IU,nj„. ,/. vi?/y ~~)

Public Safety ;/______________Distribution (by preparer ):Legislative Finance Legislative Sponsor RequestorOffice of Management and BudgetImpacted Agency(ies) pace--------  of — 1
Senate Secretary

Approved by Commissioner Agency: _____________ c r ^



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSISF o r  Bi l l/R esolution No.  HB 74______

EXPENDITURES:

Contractual
License Plates @ $2.50 x 250 .6
Postage @ $.76 x 250 ___ .2

Total .8

After the original impact of 250 personalized motorcycle license 
plates the first year, it is estimated there will be 50 such plates 
issued in FY89 and subsequent years.

REVENUES:

FY88 is based on issuance of 250 personalized motorcycle license 
plates at cost to owner of $30 per plate.

FY89 and subsequent years based on issuance of 50 new personalized 
motorcycle license plates per year.

INFORMATION:

As a result of the FY88 budget decrement the Division of Motor Vehicles 
may discontinue issuing personalized license plates as of July 1, 1987.

It is realized thera will be few requests for personalized motorcycle 
plates. However, if the position in the Special Programs Unit of DMV, 
which now issues personalized plates, is not funded in the operating 
budget it is the intent of the department to not issue any personalized 
license plates under AS 28.10.181(c), including motorcycles.

The department feels it would not be appropriate to request funding in 
this fiscal note for a part-time position so personalized plates could 
be issued o m y  to motorcycle owners if we discontinue issuing such 
plates to the other classes of vehicles that are now eligible. It is 
also felt it would be inappropriate to request funding in this fiscal 
note to reestablish a position that may be deleted in the operating 
budget when the majority of the position's duties are not affected by 
this bill.
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BILL NO: HB 74 DATE: January 30, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to
motorcycle license plates

CONTACT:Bill Brown 
465-4335
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Current law authorizes the issuance of personalized (vanity) license plates 
for use on passenger vehicles, noncommercial vans or pickup trucks, and 
^otor homes. This bill includes motorcycles as a type of vehicle for 
wn^ch the department may issue personalized plates.

The inclusion of motorcycles as a class of vehicle hat would be eligible 
for a personalized license piate would have a slight impact on the depart­
ment. Special plates do require extra processing and handling, thus take 
considerable more time when originally applied for than a regular regis­
tration.

As a result of the FY88 budget decrement the Division of Motor Vehicles
may discontinue issuing personalized license plates as of July 1987 .
It is realized there will be few requests for personalized motorcycle 
plates. However, if the position in the Special Program Unit of ” 'V, 
which now issues personalized plates, is not funded in the operating 
budget it is the intent of the department to not issue any personalized 
license plates under AS 28.10.181(c), including motorcycles.

The department is oppossed to this bill because it is felt that a time 
when we are cutting positions and functions is not the time to be adding 
additional duties.

IwJILfa
William R. Nix 

Acting Commissioner




