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April ti, 1988

Representative Fran Ulmer
P 0 Box V Mailstop 3100
Juneau Ak 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

I have been informed that members of the Douglas ANB Camp have
been seeking your assistance 1in establishing some recognition of
Elizabeth Peratrovich as a prominent individual 1in the Native
Community: Prior to the Douglas Camp, effort, Mr. Pat Paul, ANB
Executive Committee member had sought your assistance in
developing some recognition of Elizabeth Peratrovich.

The absence of public recognition of some of our distinguished
Native People reflects poorly on our Native people. A  child
could conclude that since there are no visible signs of
recognizing the significant achievements of some of our people,
that the Tlingits and Haidas do not exist and are merely a myth
or a figment of someone®s 1imagination. The need to be recognized
as a contributing factor to society is important for all races.

In the past our people filed in their memories the great deeds of
our ancestors and past it on to each succeeding generation.

R.L. Olson states in his work: Social Structure and Social Life
the Tlingit in Alaska the following:

"It was said of the really high caste people, especially those of
chilkat, that they would lie awake at night for long hours
thinking on the great names and great deeds of those "through
whom they had come™."

The lack of recognition of our great people has been a concern of
the ANB for some time. We recognize that designating and
honoring our heroes 1is a task that matters only to us, as Native
People. It is of no concern to other societies.

of



The ANB, during the Sitka ANB Convention which included the
celebration of our 75th year of existence. Adopted the following
attached Resolution #82, Titled: Native college Graduates
Recognition. Resolution#14 Titled: Written History of ANB and
ANS, addresses the notionthat we need to fill the void - so that
our people can appreciate and feel good about their
accomplishments.

Enclosed are copies ofmy letter to GovernorCowper. Any
suggestions you may offer to aid in our efforts to establish a
Elizabeth Peratrovich Day will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Grand President

encl.
RS :cne
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RESOLUTION # 82
TITLE: NATIVE COLLEGE GRADUATES RECOGINTION

WHEREAS, Itwas the explicit desire of our founding fathers that future
generations be granted the benefits offered by educational
opportunities, and

WHEREAS, Subsequent generation®s have acquired credentials from post—
secondary educational institutions, and

WHEREAS, These educational achievements are often not appreciated by
the Native v,*ganizations and Native Corporations; now,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the
Native Organizations and Corporations, and the Governor of the State of
Alaska with the recommendation that a week be established for recognizing
Native College Graduates.

ATTEST:

I certify that this resolution was

adopted by the ANB-ANS Grand

Camp 1in convention at Sitka,

Alaska, during the week of

November 9-12, 1987. Albert Kookesh, Grand Secretary
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RESOLUTION # 14
TITLE: WRITTEN HISTORY OF ANB AND ANS

WHEREAS, The Alaska Native Brotherhood is the oldest Native or Indian
organization in the United Stales, organized in 1912, and there
isno written history of the organization and its main historic
accomplishments. In subsequent years the Alaska Native
Sisterhood was organized, and it to, has no written history
and,

WHEREAS, Due to the absence of a written history we hear various, and at
times conflicting information about the Alaska Native
Brotherhood and Sisterhood"s history, and unfortunately, at
times, the information is not based on good or true
information, and,

WHEREAS, We have very few member remaining who are knowledgeable
on the history of ANB and ANS, and who were active, and still
are, in the ANB and ANS, we should draw on the"r knowledge
while they are available, they are the ones who can come up
with as near accurate as possible account of the ANB and ANS
asmany of them were practically born and raised in the
organization, and to them, this is the only organization. It
will take a committee of at least five to accomplish this task,
and, now

THEREFORE BE ITRESOLVED by the Alaska Native Brotherhood and
Alaska Native Sisterhood in convention assembled in Sitka, Alaska on this
12th day of November, 1987 that the Grand President of the ANB is
authorized to appoint a committee of at least five of the membership to
undertake this task, and,

BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED that the sum of $5000.00 be appropriated to
defray the expense of thisworthy project.

ATTEST:
I certify that this resolution was
adopted by the ANB-ANS Grand "Richard Stitt, Grand President

Camp in convention at Sitka,
Alaska, during the week of
November 9-12, 1987. Albert Kookesh, Grand Secretary



March 30, 1980

Steve Cowper

The Honorable Governor
State of Alaska

P O Box A

Juneau AK 99811-0101

Dear Governor Cowper:

Attached is a resolrtion adopted by the ANB Executive Committee
urging the State legislature to designate February 8, as
Elizabeth Peratrovich Day. She was a prominent figure iIn our
organization and was very instrumental 1in obtaining passage of
the Alaska Anti-Discrimination Act.

Attached 1is an article from the Juneau Empire dated February 5,
19A5, that describes her efforts to achieve the passage of the
legi siature .

Any influence you can expend to achieve this recognition of our
past ANS President would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

GRAND CAMP, ANB

Grand President

RS :cne
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RESOLUTION NO. 88-2

v
TITLE: ELaZABETH PERATROVICH DAY

BY ANB EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

LHEREAS, HR #14 passed February 8, 1945 in the Legislature of the

Territory of Alaska during the Seventeenth Session, Entitled "An
Act to provide for full and equal accomodations, facilities and
privileges to all citizens in places of public accommodation
within the jurisdiction of the Territory of Alaska; to provide
penalties for violations." and

WHEREAS, this was the first anti-discrimination Bill introduced

and passed in Alaska and

WHEREAS, The controversial Bill was supported by the Alaska
Native Brotherhood & Alaska Native Sisterhood for two contentious
years prior to passage, and

WHEREAS, ANS Grand President, Elizabeth Peratrovich provided the
testimony which overcome the unfavorable predispositon that
existed toward Alaska Native®s

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That Executive Committee of Alaska
Native Brotherhood recommends that the fifteenth Alaska State
Legislature officially recognize February 8th as Elizabeth
Peratrovich Day, in honor of her courageous continuous endeavor
to abolish discrimination in Alaska forever and was a major
factor in passage of the discrimination bill. -

~tov/vl % ">\ o\G
ALBERT KOOKESH" RICHARD STITT
GRAND SECRETARY GRAND PRESIDENT
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TO : All Camps ANB/ANS
FROM Richard Stitt, President SQS
" ANB Grand Camp an
L* e e
DATS - April 24, 1987

SUBJECT :7 February 6, 1945 News Article

1. i! " .
A*"we-"caaaeaorata 75 years of service, ve need to remember these
in ctf "randcs who fought i:he good fight.

.***___. . S
Attached 1is -a newspaper, account of the- hearing regarding the
Equal. Rights- Bill... ,Mrs..;Elizabeth Peratrovich certainly was
outstanding in- her presentation and testimony. She won many

friends as she stood along side her husband, Roy Peratrovich

trying to-convince-.some opposition legislators, that
dlacrlainntlca ismvil®r -r. - -

On this 1issue, ANB led ,the .fight and may have been the only
entity lobbying for this legislation. ANB/ANS can bo proud that
>thia.-r*effort helped:<all vthe Natives.across -the State.;

.’0_; R (9
(QHS:Id— el k) -»e 7.r3(- o

Attachment



Juneau Empire
February 6, 1945
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Native Sistarnood Preside at "Rights" Bill Opposition

Orr>osition that had appeared to apeak with a strong voice was
> ted to a defensive whisper-at the close of yesterday®"s Senate
hearing on the "Equal. Rights" issue. Mrs. Roy Peratrovich,
Grand President of the ANS, the last speaker to testify,
climaxed the hearing by wringing volleying applause from the
galleries and senate floor alike, with a biting condemnation of
the "Super Race" attitude.

Reciting instances of discrimination suffered by herself and

Answering the saftvoiced question, "will this law eliminate
discrimination,"- Mrs. ;Peratrov-ichradmitted that it would not;
but.she-queried"rin:.rebuttal;- "dp-your laws against larceny and
even .murder- prevent >hose-crimes?"” “No law will eliminate
crimes;- but at. least-you as legislators cam assert to the world
that you recognize -the. evil, of the- present situation and speak
your intent to help us overcome discrimination, she said.

BrS v;«cC Opposition 4 -
<l P x _0ih.. * - ——e TV - :
Declaring..their oppooitlonv.to. the-lawr-unless 1it-"-is-amended,
Senators Scott, Whaley, Collins, and Shattuck spoke their
.feelings, on--the -issue-during- the-, two-.-hours.of discussions .while
Senators®™ Walker and Cochran held forth in favor of the-Taw.
Senator Joe: Green was chairman of the committee of the whole
hearing. -m -

Senator Allen Shattuck opened the discussion by repeating a
statement he declared, he had already made to Roy Peratrovich,
Grand President of ANB. "This bill will aggravate rather than
allay the little feeling that now exists"” he stated "our Native
cultures have 10 centuries of white civilization to encompass in
a few decades. I believe that considerable progress has already
been made, particularly in the last 50 years,”" Senator Shattuck
declared.

ANB President Talks

Peratrovich was then asked to the stand by Senator N.R. Walker
and, following questions that established.his education,



background and right to speak for the Indians, Peratrovich was
invited to express his ""lews on the questions before the Senate.

He pointed out that Governor Ernest Gruening, 1in his report to
the Secretary of the Interior, as wall as in his message to the
legislature, had recognized the existence of discrimination. Ha
guoted the plank adopted by the Democratic party at 1its
Fairbanks Convention, which favor action on the Natives behalf.
Reading the names of the members of the Committee that helped to
frame that plank, he pointed cut that among them ware members of

the present Senate body.

"Only an Indian can know how it feels to be discriminated
against."” Peratrovich said, "either you are for discrimination
or you are against it,” accordingly as you vote on this bill, he
added.

Has Amendment

Declaring that he had an amendment to purpose to the aeasure,
Senator Frank Whaley read a lengthy prepared address to the
Assembly, in which he labelled the measure a "lawyer®s dream"”
and a natural 1in creating hard feelings between the whites and
Natives." He stated his flying experience in many part3 of
Alaska as authority behind the opinion he had reached.

Declaring himself "personally assailed™ by Senator Whaley in his
remarks, Senator O0.D. Cochran raised his voice for the bill,
offering instances of discrimination which came, ha declared,
from a list of similar occurances in his own knowledge that
would occupy the full afternoon to relate. As in his speech on
the matter before .the House, Senator Cochran made use of a
theater in Norte as a prime example of an establishment where
discrimination is practiced.

Senator Walker supported Senator Cochron"s views, declaring that
he knew of no instance where a Native died from a broken heart,
but adding that he did know of situations where discrimination
had forced Indian women 1into living lives "worse than death.™

Scott Talks

Senator Tolbert Scott, 1in one of his rare participations in
debates, spoke from the heart his feelings that the bill, as it
stood, would not accomplish the purpose intended. "Mixed breeds
are the source of the trouble. It is they who wish to associate
with the whites. "It would have been far better had the Eskimos
put up signs "no whites allowed"”, he said. He stated his belief
that the issue was being raised to create political capitol for



some legislators and concluded that "white women have done their
part” in keeping the races distinct. If white man had done as
well, there would be no racial feelings in Alaska.

Ligugr Ecafelsma

Speaking from his long experience among the Eskimo people 1in
particular, Senator Grenold Collins furnished a sincere and
authoritative voice in opposition to the bill. He supported
Senator Scottls argument regarding mixed breeds by citing the
vell-behavior of the Eskimos of St. Lawrence |Island. Where
white men have not worked their evil. "Eskimos are not an
inferior raca", hs stated, but they are an individual race".
The pure Eskimos are proud of their origin and are aware that

harm comes to them from mixing with whites. It is the mixed
breed who is not accepted by either raca who causes the problem.
Declaring | believe in racial pride and do not think this bill

will do other than arouse bitterness, Senator Ccllins lashed out
at the sale of liquor to natives, as the root of troubl-j.

A motion to report progress, offered by Senator Walker, was
approved, following the testimony of Mrs. Peratrovich, which
terminated discussion.





