


BILL NO: ' DATE: _ . , n
H o u s e  B i l l  5 1 6  F e b r u a r y  19, 1 9 8 8

TITLE: CONTACT: _ .
An act relating to Gordon Brunton
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  4 6 5 - 4 3 3 1

h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s .

T h i s  b i l l  a m e n d s  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 3 1 0  a n d  A S  

29. 35. 5 0 0  - -  29. 35. 5 2 0  w h i c h  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  a n d

p l a c a r d i n g  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s .

S i n c e  p a s s a g e  o f  Ch. 1 0 8  S L A  1 9 8 6 ,  m o s t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e

e x p r e s s e d  a n  i n t e n t  t o  u s e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n

A s s o c i a t i o n  ( N F P A )  7 0 4  M  s y s t e m .  T h e  N F P A  p l a c a r d  s y s t e m  i s 

m o s t  f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  f i r e  s e r v i c e  a n d  p r o v i d e s  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t o  e m e r g e n c y  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s  t h a n  t h e  U S  D O T  s y s t e m ,  s u c h  a s  

t o x i c i t y  ( h e a l t h ) ,  r e a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  f l a m m a b i l i t y  i n f o r m a t i o n .

C u r r e n t  l a w  r e q u i r e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  D i v i s i o n  

o f  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  t o  a d o p t  t h e  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ' s  p l a c a r d i n g  s y s t e m ,  b u t  a l l o w s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  

a u t h o r i s e  a d i f f e r e n t  p l a c a r d i n g  s y s t e m  i n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

H B  5 1 6  w i l l  s t a n d a r d i z e  t lie p l a c a r d i n g  s y s t e m  i n  b o t h

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  a r e a s  o u t s i d e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  T h e  i n d u s t r y  

w i l l  n o t  b e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r i n g

p l a c a r d i n g  s y s t e m s .

T h e  b i l l  a l s o  c l a r i f i e s  a m u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  a u t h o r i t y  a n d

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  

h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ?  p r o g r a m .

A S  2 9 . 3 5 . 5 1 0  s h o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  

S a f e t y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  i m p o s e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  

f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  o r  p o s t  p l a c a r d s ,  as  is c u r r e n t l y  g i v e n  t o  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t .  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  5 1 6  w i t h  

a m e n d m e n t s .

A r t h u r  E n g l i s h  

C o m m i  s s i  o n e r



Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
House

P.O. BOX V 

S ta te C ap i t o l 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

C O M M I T T E E  O N  S T A T E  A F F A I R S

F e b r u a r y ,  29, 1 9 8 8

TO: H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a x i ^ r a / P f a n  U l m e r ,  C h a i r
H o u s e  S t a t e  ^ f f a i r s

RE: H B  5 1 6  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d
h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s . "

I h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i i l o  K o p o n e n  t o  w a i v e  H B  
5 1 6  f r o m  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s .  T h e  n e x t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e f e r r a l  is 
H o u s e  H E S S .

T h e  a t t a c h e d  m e m o r a n d u m  f r o m  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n  b r i e f l y  
e x p l a i n s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n :  " T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  a c t  
is t o  m a k e  t h e  p l a c a r d i n g  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  
c o n s i s t e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e " .  A p p a r e n t l y  t w o  p l a c a r d i n g  
s y s t e m s  a r e  i n  c o m m o n  u s e  a n d  h e  p r o p o s e s  N F P A  7 0 4 M  a s  t h e  
s t a n d a r d .

Y o u  s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  b i l l ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
M a x  G r u e n b e r g  (HB 487) , is p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .  I f  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  w a i v e s  H B  516, t h e  

i n t e n t i o n  w o u l d  b e  t h a t  it b e  r e f e r r a l  t o  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  w h e r e  H B  5 1 6  a n d  H B  4 8 7  c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o g e t h e r .



Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-4992

Alaska State Legislature
Representative Niilo Koponen

542 4th Avenue, Suite C 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 456-8161

February  22, 1988

MEMORANDUM

TO: Rep. Ulmer

FROM: Rep. Koponen

RE: HB 516, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  hazardous m a t e r i a l s  and hazardous
w a s te s ."

I would M ke  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you waive HB 516 from y o u r  c om m i t t ee ,  o r  shou ld  
you f e e l  a S t a t e  A f f a i r s  hear ing  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  you s ch e d u le  t h i s  b i l l  
a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n v e n i e n c e .

The i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  a c t  i s  t o  make th e  p l a c a r d i n g  and r e p o r t i n g  o f  hazardous 
m a t e r i a l s  c o n s i s t e n t  th roughou t  the  s t a t e .  C u r r e n t l y ,  two p la c a rd in g  
systems are  in  common us e ,  t h a t  o f  the  US Department o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
the  National  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  704M sys tem. L o ca l  f i r e  c h i e f s  
i n t en d  to  use the  NFPA 704M, as i s  a l r e a d y  the  ca se  in Anchorage .  In areas 
where m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  have no t  adopted a p la c a rd in g  program, h and le r s  o f  
hazardous m a t e r i a l s  and was tes w i l l  have t o  use  the  US DOT sys tem,  thus 
p r e s e n t i n g  c o n f l i c t i n g  and c o n f u s in g  s tan da rd s .

HB 516 w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  the  NMFP 704 M p la c a rd  as the  s tandard  f o r  a l l  areas 
o f  th e  s t a t e .

In a d d i t i o n ,  HB 516 g ran ts  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  the  r i g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f e e s  to  
c o v e r  the  c o s t  p r o v i d i n g  p la c a r d s .  The r i g h t  o f  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  to  adopt and 
c o n t r o l  i t s  own program i s  u n a f f e c t e d .

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t te r .




