


Alaska State Legislature
House

P.O. BOX  V 

S t a t e  Capitol 

Juneau, Ala s k a  99 8 1 1

M a r c h  24, 1 9 8 7

/

E s t h e r  K. E p p e r l y  
B o x  3 4 3 5 8  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 3

D e a r  M s .  E p p e r l y :

I r e c e i v e d  y o u r  l e t t e r  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  4, t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  32 t o  1 (7 e x c u s e d ) .

I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :

1. T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  p r o d u c e d  s o m e  e x c e l l e n t  r e p o r t s  w h i c h  
h a v e  l e d  t o  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e s  f o r  w o m e n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ;

2. N o  o t h e r  e n t i t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
r e v i e w  a n d  a n a l y z e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  
o n  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  ( t h i s  is n o t  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e
E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t y  O f f i c e  o r  t h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s
C o m m i s s i o n ) ; a n d

3. T h e r e  is m o r e  w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  h e l p  w o m e n  a c h i e v e  f u l l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .

A s  C h a i r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  I h e l d  a s t a t e w i d e  
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  T h e  t e s t i m o n y  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
5 t o  1 i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  4, i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  g i v e n  h e r e  in 
J u n e a u .  A  f e w  p e o p l e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  
s p e n t  o n  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  W e l l ,  t h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  w i t h  a z e r o  
f i s c a l  n o t e  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  f u n d i n g  f o r  n e x t  
y e a r  u n l e s s  i t  i s  a d d e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  b u d g e t .  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r ' s
b u d g e t  d o e s  i n c l u d e  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ;  i t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e
s e e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h a t  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s  w i l l  r e c o m m e n d  a n d  
w h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  a a o p t .

O ffic ia l B usiness



E s t h e r  K .  E p p e r l y -2- M a r c h  2 4 ,  1 9 8 7

O t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  t e s t i f i e d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  
c u r r e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a r e  b i a s e d  o r  s i n g l e  i n t e r e s t .  
I c a n n o t  p a s s  j u d g m e n t  o n  t h a t  as I ' v e  n e v e r  p e r s o n a l l y  o b s e r v e d  
t h e i r  m e e t i n g s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  j u s t i f y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n ;  it m i g h t  j u s t i f y  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t  
d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  w i t h  b r o a d e r  o r  f a i r e r  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  J u s t  
b e c a u s e  o n e  d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o r  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  F i s h e r i e s  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  
s h o u l d  b e  a b o l i s h e d .

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s n ' t  t h e r e  t o  " r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  A l a s k a n  w o m e n " .  I t ' s  t h e r e  t o  w o r k  f o r  i s s u e s  of 
c o n c e r n  t o  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  in A l a s k a  —  s o m e  o f  t h e m  w i l l  be 
f o r  y o u ,  o r  f o r  me, o r  f o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  b u t  o v e r a l l ,  
a l l  o f  u s  w i l l  b e  b e n e f i t t e d  i n  t h e  l o n g  t e r m .

I n  c l o s i n g ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  o n e  
m a n  w h o  s p o k e  b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  i n  s u p p o r t  of 
H o u s e  B i l l  4: " W h e n  h a l f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  h a l f  t h e
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  h a l f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  w o m e n ,  i t  m i g h t  be 
t i m e  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n . "

S i n c e r / e l y ,
/  /  / /

H B  4



March 1 2 , 1 9 8 7

Representative Fran Ulmer 

House of Representatives 

Box V

Juneau, A k . 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

How can you justify sponsering HB4? We do not need to waste 

250,000.00 to 300,000.00 on the Alaska Womens Commission. I feel 
that this commission duplicates services already provided by other 

State Agencies and Private Organizations. During this time of being 

on a tight budget the State Government and you must realize that this 

Commission is a frill we can live without.

Thankyou for this consideration.

c : « „  i»»

Esther K. Epperly, 

Box 3^358 

Juneau,Ak. 99803

eke

enc

PLEASE RECONSIDER AND VOTE AGAINST H B M ! !!!!!!



I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  k n o w i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n , i n f o r m a t i o n  f o l l o w s .

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  in 1 9 7 8  a n d  i s  a 

1 0  m e m b e r  c o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  f o c u s e s  o n

1. e d u c a t i o n

2. h o m e m a k i n g

3. c i v i l  a n d  l e g a l  r i g h t s

4. l a b o r  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  «

T h e y  s u b m i t  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  

p r e s e n t  s e m i n a r s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .

T h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  e x t e n s i v e l y  p r o m o t e s  t h e i r  a g e n d a  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e s :

(1) p u b l i s h i n g  s t u d i e s ,  a d v i c e  a n d  g u i d e s .  V i e w s  o f  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  w o m a n  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d .  Ex. a g e n d a  o f  1 9 8 3  

A n c h o r a g e  c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  s t a t e s  " h o w  w o n d e r f u l  it i s  t o  

s e e  s o  m a n y  l e s b i a n  w o m e n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g "

(2) r e c o m m e n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a c t i o n  t h a t  i s  

a n t i t h i c a l  t o  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m ,  c o s t l y  t o  

i m p l e m e n t  a n d  d e l e t e r i o u s  t o  t h e  f a m i l y :  e x a m p l e s :

(a) c h i l d  c a r e  c e n t e r s  i n  b u i l d i n g s : c o s t l y  t o  t h e  

b u i l d e r .  T h e y  s e e m  s o  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  t h e  p a r e n t  b u t  i n s t e a d  

d o n ' t  t h e y  t a k e  a w a y  p a r e n t s '  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  

a n d  t r a c k  c o m p e t e n t  h e l p  a n d  p u t  t h e s e  p a r e n t s '  r e s p o n ­

s i b i l i t i e s  o n  t h e  b u i l d e r  a n d  t h e  s t a t e ?
(b) p a r e n t i n g  l e a v e  -i i s  t h i s  t a x p a y e r  f u n d e d  

b a b y s i t t i n g ?
(c> n o n - g e n d e r  i n s u r a n c e : r a i s i n g  p r e m i u m  r a t e s  o f

w o m e n  w h o  a r e  t h e  s a f e s t  d r i v e r s ,  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  r a t e s  e q u a l

w h e n  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  not .
(d) c o m p a r a b l e  w o r t h ,  p a y  e g u i t y .  c r e a t i n g  c h a o s  

in  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  u s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

c o u n t r y  in t h e  w o r l d  b y  r e m o v i n g  j o b  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  p a y  
s y s t e m  f r o m  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  m a r k e t ,  t o  a s y s t e m  t h a t  i s  

b a s e d  o n  s u b j e c t i v e  o p i n i o n s .  T h i s  s y s t e m  o n c e  i m p l e m e n t e d  

w o u l d  s e t  i n  p l a c e  a n  i n f l e x i b l e  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e  t h a t  w o u l d  

n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  m a r k e t  c o n d i t i o n .

<e) l e s b i a n  a n d  g a y  r i g h t s ,  i g n o r i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  b e  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s  t h a t

t h i s  t y p e  of a c t i v i t y  r e s u l t s  in, a n d  i g n o r e s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  

p a r e n t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  H o m o s e x u a l s  d o  n o t  

p r o c r e a t e ,  t h e y  u s e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e i r  p l e a s u r e .
< f ) a w i d e s p r e a d  n e t w o r k  o f  a b o r t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  N o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  t h e  

m a n y  w o m e n  m e n t a l l y  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y  h a r m e d .  A l s o ,  p r e g n a n c y  

s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  w a s  z e r o e d  o u t  o f  t h i s  b u d g e t ,  m e a n i n g  t h a t  

t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  
a b o r t i o n  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s ,  b u t  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  g r o u p s  w h i c h  

s u p p o r t  w o m e n  i n  c r i s i s  w h o  w a n t  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  b a b i e s .
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( k )  n o - f a u l t  d i v o r c e  l a w s  t h a t  c r e a t e d  p o v e r t y  f o r  
wom en  a l l o w i n g  men t o  f o r g o  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  
f a m i l y ,  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  f e m i n i s t s  t h e n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  
s t a t e  t o  c o n d o n e  c o m p a r a b l e  w o r t h  a n d  m a n y  : t a t e  w e l f a r e  
p r o g r a m s  t o  h e l p  t h e  woman s u p p o r t  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y .  
Now t h e y  w a n t  t o  g o  b a c k  i n  a n d  c l e a r  u p  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i n  
t h e i r  d i v o r c e  a n d  d i s s o l u t i o n  b i l l s ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  d o  a w a y  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c o s t l y  b i l l s  d e m a n d i n g  s t a t e  a i d  a n d  
w e l f a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t .

( 3 )  M a n i p u l a t i n g  o f  S i t k a  C o n f e r e n c e ,  1 9 8 6  w i t h  
s u s p e n s i o n  o f  r u l e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  a s k e w e d  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  c o n s e n s u s .  ( a m i n o r i t y  r e p o r t  w a s  w r i t t e n  
a n d  d e l i v e r e d . )

nrnc
jw (& m  comnoCmj z r fF O X Q - tn o T fx e m q u e

r.o. T jr  /ni7.» • •tfz i

A d d r e s s  R e t u r n  R e q u e s t e d

BULK I I A 'E  
U.S. P c s tn c e  

P A ID  
JUNEAU. AK 9*1301 

P e r m i t  K64

G o r d o n  E p p e r l y  
P . O .  B o x  3 2 6  
J u n e a u ,  Ak  9 9 8 0 2



Alaska State Legislature
House

P.O. B O X  V 

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J uneau, A l a s k a  99811

A p r i l  21, 1 9 8 7

G e o r g i a  S e p e l
1 0 9 0 1  M e n d e n h a l l  L o o p  R o a d
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  M s .  S e p e l :

I r e c e i v e d  y o u r  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  m e s s a g e  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  4, t h e  
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  32 t o  1 (7 
e x c u s e d ) .

I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :

1. T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  p r o d u c e d  s o m e  e x c e l l e n t  r e p o r t s  w h i c h  
h a v e  l e d  t o  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e s  f o r  w o m e n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of 
A l a s k a ;

2. N o  o t h e r  e n t i t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
r e v i e w  a n d  a n a l y z e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  
o n  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  (th i s  is n o t  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  
E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t y  O f f i c e  o r  t h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s  
C o m m i s s i o n ) ; a n d

3. T h e r e  is m o r e  w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  h e l p  w o m e n  a c h i e v e  f u l l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .

A s  C h a i r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  I h e l d  a s t a t e w i d e  
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  T h e  t e s t i m o n y  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
5 t o  1 i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  4, i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  g i v e n  h e r e  in 
J u n e a u .  A  f e w  p e o p l e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  
s p e n t  o n  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  W e l l ,  t h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  w i t h  a z e r o
f i s c a l  n o t e  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  f u n d i n g  f o r  n e x t  
y e a r  u n l e s s  i t  is a d d e d  l a t e r  in t h e  b u d g e t .  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r ' s  
b u d g e t  d o e s  i n c l u d e  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ;  i t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  
s e e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h a t  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s  w i l l  r e c o m m e n d  a n d
w h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  a d o p t .

Official Business



G e o r g i a  S e p e l -2- A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 9 8 7

O t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  t e s t i f i e d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  
c u r r e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a r e  b i a s e d  o r  s i n g l e  i n t e r e s t .  
I c a n n o t  p a s s  j u d g m e n t  o n  t h a t  a s  I ' v e  n e v e r  p e r s o n a l l y  o b s e r v e d  
t h e i r  m e e t i n g s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  j u s t i f y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n ;  i t  m i g h t  j u s t i f y  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t  
d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  w i t h  b r o a d e r  o r  f a i r e r  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  J u s t  
b e c a u s e  o n e  d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o r  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  F i s h e r i e s  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  
s h o u l d  b e  a b o l i s h e d .

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s n ' t  t h e r e  t o  " r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  A l a s k a n  w o m e n " .  I t ' s  t h e r e  t o  w o r k  f o r  i s s u e s  of 
c o n c e r n  t o  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  A l a s k a  —  s o m e  o f  t h e m  w i l l  b e  
f o r  yo u ,  o r  f o r  me, o r  f o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  b u t  o v e r a l l ,  
a l l  o f  u s  w i l l  b e  b e n e f i t t e d  i n  t h e  l o n g  t e r m .

I n  c l o s i n g ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  o n e  
m a n  w h o  s p o k e  b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  i n  s u p p o r t  of 
H o u s e  B i l l  4: " W h e n  h a l f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  h a l f  t h e
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  h a l f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  w o m e n ,  i t  m i g h t  b e  
t i m e  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C q n p i s s i o n . "

‘ /
S i n c e r e l y /

F r a n  U l m e r ,  C h a i r  
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE ULMER

NAME: GEORGIA SEPEL 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: '10901 MENDENHALL LOOP RD
C IT Y :_ JU N E A U ,.JU < - ' Z IP :  99801

PHONE: 789-5220 
B IL L  NO: HB A
SUBJECT: EXTENDING ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
MESSAGE: DEAR FRAN, I T  I S  MY O P IN IO N  THAT WE SHOULD NOT EXTEND THE HB4 FOR COI 

INUATION OF THE ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION.

POMID: 00101390 
DATE: 09/15/87 
T IM E : 10:13:90 

LIONAME: JUNEAU L IO

0

NO RESPONSE REQUIRED



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE ULMER

NAME: CAROL HABEGER 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: <1992 STEELHEAD STREET
C IT r :  JUNEAU, AK. Z IP :  99801

PHONE: 789-3570 
B IL L  NO: HB 9
SUBJECT: EXTENDING ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
M E S S A G E : I  URGE YOU TO VOTE AGAINST EXTENDING THE WOMEN'S COMMISSION. I  F I 

E COMMISSION DOES NOT FA IRLY  REPRESENT WOMEN IN  OUR STATE.

POMIO: 00115606 
DATE: 09/15/87 
T IM E : 11:56:06 

LIONAME: JUNEAU L IO

C O P IES : REPRESENTATIVE SENATORS

HUDSON DUNCAN
ABOOD 
FA IK S  
HENSLEY 
JOSEPHSON 
UEHLING

- X - NO RESPONSE REQUIRED



I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 9 / 8 7
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d
F i n a n c e

BY D A V IS ,  ULMER, KOPONEN
1 IN THE HOUSE AND E L L I S

2 HOUSE B I L L  NO. 4

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 F IF TEENTH LEGISLATURE - F I R S 1  SE S S IO N

5 A B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f

7 t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n

8 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
i

9 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 4 4 .  6 6 . 0 1 0 ( a )  ( 1 2 )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :  ^  M

11 ( 1 2 )  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  - -  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 9 1  [ 1 9 8 7 ] .

12 *  S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

H B 0 0 0 4 A - 1 - H B  4



C o m m i t t e e s :

C h a ir- S ta ie  A f f a ir s  
V. C h a ir- J u d ic ia r y  

t e le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  
S p e c ia l  E th ic s  

l e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l
l- in a n c e  S u b c o m m it t e e  

lo r  th e  L 'n iv e is i iy  o f  A la s k a
jo i n t  C o m m it te e  

o n  E c o n o m ic  R e c o v e r y

Alaska State Legislature
P.O . B o x  V  

J u n e a u .  A la s k a  n o s i i  
( 907)  4 6 3 - 4 W 4 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r

M a y  2, 19 8 8

J u d y  F u l p  

B o x  2 3 0 6
K o d i a k ,  A K  9 9 6 1 5  

D e a r  J u d y :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s e n d i n g  m e  a c o p y  o f  y o u r  e l o q u e n t  p l e a  f o r  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r  
d o e s  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e  b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
a n d  h e  n e e d s  t o  h e a r  f r o m  p e o p l e  l i k e  yo u .

Y o u  h a v e  m y  b e s t  w i s h e s  in y o u r  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  K o d i a k  A r e a  
N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n .

District 4 B  — J u n e a u



S E N A T O R  P A U L  F I S C H E R  

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  

P . O .  B O X  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1  1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r ,

I w r i t e  t o  y o u  w i t h  a  r e q u e s t  t o  l e t  t h e  w o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  B U I  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  t o  

b e  v o t e d  o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e .

I a m  n o t  a  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t ,  d o n ’t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  a  f e m i n i s t — j u s t  o n e  w h o  

c a r e s  a b o u t ,  t h e  p o o r .  I w e n t  t o  G u a t e m a l a  i n  I 9 6 0  t o  h e a r  M o t h e r  T e r e s a  s p e a k  a n d  I 

a p p l a u d  e f f o r t s  b y  s u c h  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o w  b e c o m i n g  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  p o o r ,  T h r o u g h  t h e  

" f e m i n i z a t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y "  d u e  t o  d i v o r c e ,  l o w  p a y  f o r  w o m e n ,  s m a l l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  

t h e  h i g h e r  p a y i n g  j o b s  a n d  n o t  e n o u g h  e d u c a t i o n ,  w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s  a r e  f i l l ­

i n g  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  p o o r  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y .  E v e n t u a l l y  a l l  w i l l  s u f f e r  f r o m  t h i s  s i t u a ­

t i o n ,  s i n c e  w o m e n  a r e  c h i l d r e n ' s  m o t h e r s  a n d  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b o t h  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e .

A l t h o u g h  n o t  a  f e m i n i s t ,  I a m  a  d e m o c r a t  a n d  a  c a t h o l i c .  I w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  

" t u r n e d - o f f "  i f  t h e  W o m e n ’s  C o m m i s s i o n  s e e m e d  r a d i c a l  o r  f i x a t e d  o n  o n e  o r  t w o  n e g ­

a t i v e  i s s u e s ,  B u t ,  t h e y  a r e n ' t l l  T h e y  a r e  m o s t  c r e a t i v e ,  p o s i t i v e  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e .

I f i r s t  c a m e  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e m  w h e n  I r e a d  a  b o o k  t h e y  p r o d u c e d  c a l l e d  

" P r o f i l e s  i n  C h a n g e :  N a m e s .  N o t e s  a n d  Q u o t e s  f o r  A l a s k a n  W o m e n 1' P l e a s e ,  

l o o k  a t .  t h i s  b o o k  b e f o r e  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  h o l d  t h a t ,  b i l l  i n  c o m m i t t e e .  I t  i s  w o n d e r f u l !  It .  

p r e s e r v e s  a n d  h i g h l i g h t s  q u o t e s  a n d  p h o t o s  o f  s o m e  s p e c i a l  A l a s k a n  w o m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  

o u r  w o n d e r f u l  S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i .

R e c e n t l y ,  i n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 7 , 1 ( t h e  m o t h e r  o f  s i x  c h i l d r e n — t h r e e  o f  w h o m  a r e  g i r l s )  

d e c i d e d  t o  w o r k  f u l l  t i m e  f o r  p a y .  I w a s  h i r e d  b y  t h e  K o d i a k  A r e a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

u n d e r  a  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  ( t h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n  a n d  o u r  

g r a n t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  a  m o d e l  p r o g r a m  o u t .  o f  t h e s e  g r a n t s )  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  E d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  W o m e n ' s  E d u c a t i o n a l  E q u i t y  A c t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  T i t l e  I X  t h a t  a l ­

l o w s  g i r l s  a n d  w o m e n  e q u a l i t y  i n  e d u c a t i o n  ( f r o m  s p o r t s  t o  a d m i t t a n c e  t o  s c h o o l s ) .

APRIL 27, 1986

1 ' f .  /i
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O n e  o f  t h e  p a r t s  o f  m y  g r a n t  w a s  t o  p u t  o n  a n  i s l a n d - w i d e  w o m e n ' s  c o n f e r e n c e .  W e  

d i d  t h i s  M a r c h  2 5 ,  2 6 ,  a n d  2 7 .  I t  t u r n e d  o u t  g r e a t .

C h r i s  C a l l a h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ’s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s l o w l y  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  

m y  m a i n  c o n t a c t s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  T h i s  h a p p e n e d  v e r y  i n f o r m a l l y ,  

t h r o u g h  h e r  p h o n e  c a l l s  a n d  k i n d n e s s .  F i n a l l y ,  w h e n  o n e  k e y  n o t e  s p e a k e r  ( H e l e n  F i n ­

n e y )  c o u l d  n o t  m a k e  i t ,  1 a s k e d  C h r i s  t o  o p e n  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  a  k e y  n o t e  a d d r e s s .  

S h e  a g r e e d ,  a l t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t r y i n g  t o  s a v e  h e r  j o b .

H e r  t a l k  a n d  p r e s e n c e  w e r e  v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  I f e e l  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  h a v e  h a d  h e r  a t  o u r  

c o n f e r e n c e .  S h e  a n d  A r l i s s  a n d  M a g d a  R a u p p ,  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C . ,  a l l  d i d  a  f i n e  j o b .

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  m y  p l e a ,  I h a v e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s ­

s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  C h r i s  C a l l a h a n ' s  w o r k .  S h e  i s  s o  s p e c i a l  a n d  a  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  p e r s o n ,  

i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  g e n t l e .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a  g r e a t  l o s s  t o  o u r  s t a t e  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  s u c h  a  

c r e a t i v e  f o r c e  f o r  t h e  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l a s k a .

A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o n  w o m e n ’s  r i g h t s ;  g o  b a c k  a n d  s e e  w h e n  t h e  v o t e  

w a s  g i v e n  t o  w o m e n  i n  o u r  S t a t e  c o m p a r e d  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i n g s  a r e  

g o o d  f o r  A l a s k a n  w o m e n ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  d o  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  t e n  y e a r s  o f  

s e r v i c e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ’s  C o m m i s s i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J u d y  T ,  F u l p

c.c. Alaskan Legislators



STEVE COWPER
G O V E R N O R

P H O N E  

( 9 0 7 )  5 6 1 - 4 2 2 7

S t \ te  of A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  
3601 C S T R E E T  - S U I T E  742 

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 3

A p r i l  7, 19 8 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r

P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 S 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  I w a n t  t o  t a k e  
t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o - s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  

H B 4 , t h e  b i l l  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .

A s  y o u  k n o w  t h e  b i l l  h a s  n o t  y e t  h a d  i t s  f i r s t  h e a r i n g  in 
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  
a n d  a n y  e f f o r t s  y o u  c a n  m a k e  i n  u r g i n g  S e n a t o r  A b o o d  t o  m o v e  

t h e  b i l l .

I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  t w o  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  

y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K r i s  C h a t f i e l d  

C h a i r





W o m e n ' s  g r o u p
Continued from page D-l

p r o p o s e d  to  A l a s k a ' s  l a w m a k e r s  
w o u ld  e n c o u r a g e  j u d g e s  a n d  d i ­
v o r c e  m a s t e r s  to  g iv e  m o r e  s c r u -  

! t in y  to  p ro p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t s  to  
e n s u r e  e q u i ty ,  a n d  w o u ld  id e n t i fy  
c a r e e r  a s s e t s  a s  p a r t  of a  m a r i t a l  
e s t a t e .  T h e  le g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  w o u ld  
c l a r i f y  t h a t  j u d g e s  c o u ld  o r d e r  
s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  d iv o r c e  
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i t e m  
fo r  o ld e r  w o m e n  w i th  n o  j o b  
sk i l l s  w h o  h a v e  d e v o te d  t h e i r  
l iv e s  to  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n ’s  s t u d y  o f  d i ­
v o r c e  a n d  d is s o lu t io n  in A la s k a  
w o n ’t b e  f in ish ed  u n t i l  J u n e ,  b u t  
“ f r o m  th e  n a t i o n a l  s u r v e y  a n d  
th e  r e v i e w  o f  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s ,  w e  
s e e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  r e f c r m  a l ­
r e a d y , "  C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  " T h i s  l e ­
g i s l a t io n  is p r o b a b l y  n o t  e v e r y ­
th in g  w e  n e e d ,  b u t  w e  h o p e  th e  
bill w ill  p ro v id e  s o m e  a d d i t io n a l  
h e lp  f o r  g r o u p s  t h a t  a r e  e s p e ­
c ia l ly  v u l n e r a b l e . "

M o r e  leg a l  c h a n g e s  m a y  b e  
r e c o m m e n d e d  a f t e r  th e  r e s e a r c h  
is  c o m p l e t e ,  s h e  a d d s .

T h r o u g h  i t s  c o m m is s io n e r s ,  
t h e  W o m e n ’s  C o m m is s io n  is a lso  
'■ 'vo lved  in p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  e s ­
t a b l i s h in g  r e g io n a l  w o m e n ’s 
c o u n c i l s ,  w o r k in g  w i th  »he s t a t e  
C h ild  S u p p o r t  E n f o r c e m e n t  T a s k  
F o r c e ,  a n d  c o - s p o n s o r in g  th is  
m o n t h ’s  F e m a l e  M in o r i ty  L e a d ­
e r s h i p  C o n f e r e n c e  w ith  th e  A n ­
c h o r a g e  S ch o o l  D is t r ic t .

C a l l a h a n ’s  h o p e s  fo r  th e  fu ­
t u r e  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  in c lu d e  a 
c l o s e r  loo k  a t  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  to 
y o u n g  w o m e n ,  to  t e e n - a g e r  p r e g ­
n a n c y  a n d  w o m e n ’s  h e a l t h  c a r e .  
" W e ’v e  h a d  g o o d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
w i th  t h e  n a t i v e  w o m e n  o f  A la sk a ,  
b u t  I ’d  l ike  to  s e e  u s  w o r k  m o r e  
c l o s e l y , "  s h e  c o n t in u e s .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n ’s  fo cus ,  th e  
n e w  d i r e c t o r  a d d s ,  e x i s t s  b e ­
c a u s e  w o m e n ,  m i n o r i t i e s  a n d  
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  a t  th e  
h a n d s  o f  s o c i e t y  fo r  c e n tu r i e s .

" W h a t  t h e  c o m m is s io n  is all  
a b o u t  is t r y i n g  to  m a k e  th e  w o r ld  
a  b e t t e r  p l a c e . ”



S t o r y  B y  C a r o l  M u r k o w s k i T i m e s  W r i t e r

T h e  A la s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m is s io n  
h a s  a  n e w  d i r e c t o r ,  a  f i s tfu l  o f  n e w  
p r o j e c t s  — a n d  is  l o o k in g  fo r  a  n e w  le a s e  
on life.

B y  a  33-2 v o te  e a r l i e r  th is  m o n t h ,  th e  
S t a t e  H o u se  a p p r o v e d  a  bil l,  e x t e n d i n g  
th e  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  e x i s t e n c e  th r o u g h  
1991. N o w  th e  bill m o v e s  to  th e  s t a t e  
S e n a te ,  w h e r e  fu n d in g  fo r  th e  
c o m m is s io n  f a c e d  s t i f f  o p p o s i t io n  la s t  
y e a r  b u t  w a s  f ina l ly  a p p r o v e d  a t  a  
r e d u c e d  level .

W ith ou t  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ’s  b le s s in g ,  th e  
c o m m is s io n  will  b e  f o r c e d  to  w in d  d o w n  
o p e r a t io n s  a n d  c lo s e  i t s  d o o r s  in 1988.
But C h r is  C a l l a h a n ,  w h o  w a s  n a m e d  
d i r e c t o r  in S e p t e m b e r ,  d o e s n ' t  f o r e s e e  
th a t .

" A l a s k a n  p- J i c y m a k e r s  a n d  A ’a s k a n  
p e o p le  in g e m . ■ h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  v e r y  
s u p p o r t i v e  of e q u i t y , "  s h e  s a y s .  " W e ’v e  
I a d  a  c o m p a r a b l e  w o r th  la w  on  th e  
b o o k s  s i n c e  t h e  '50s, a n d  w e  w e r e  o n e  of 
th e  f i r s t  s t a t e s  to  r a t i f y  t h e  E q u a l  R ig h t s  
A m e n d m e n t  a n d  to  h a v e  o u r  o w n  s t a t e  
E R A .  T h e  c o m m i t m e n t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  
th e r e ,  a n d  1 th in k  it \v;i| c o n t i n u e  ”

C a l l a h a n  is  th e  c o m m i s s i o n ’s  th i rd  
d i r e c to r ,  fo l lo w ing  R ep .  K a t i e  H u r le y  
a n d  K a th y  M a r s h a l l .  T h e  c o m m is s io n  
i t se l f  b e g a n  in 1978 a s  " a  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
a d v o c a c y  a g e n c y  e s t a b l i s h e d  to  h e lp  
w o m e n  e c o n o m ic a l ly ,  so c ia l ly ,  
e d u c a t io n a l ly ,  l e g a l ly  — in a n y  a r e a  
w h e r e  th e  c o m m is s io n  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  
th e r e  is a n  i n e r u i t y  o r  d i s c r e p a n c y , "  
C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  " W e  d o  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
c o m m ie  in f o rm a t io n  to  te l l  u s  w h a t  
w o m e n s '  s t a t u s  is, a n d  b a s e d  on th a t ,  to

a d v o c a t e  fo r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  e d u c a t e  
w o m e n  a s  w ell a s  p o l i c y - m a k e r s . "

T e n  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  r e p r e s e n t  
A la s k a n s  of a l l  g e o g r a p h i c ,  e th n ic ,  
o c c u p a t io n a l  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  g ro u p s .  
C o m m is s io n e r s ,  s t a f f  a n d  v o lu n t e e r s  
h a v e  w o r k e d  o n  p r o j e c t s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  
th e  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  of n a t i v e  w o m e n  to  
s e x  d i s c r im in a t io n  in s t a t e  s t a t u t e s ,  
f r o m  ch ild  c a r e  d i r e c t o r i e s  to  a  
b ib l io g r a p h y  o n  A la s k a n  w o m e n ,  f r o m  
w o m e n  in pu b lic  o f f ic e  to  w o m e n  in 
p r i s o n s  to  w o m e n  in c o n s t r u c t i o n .

C a l l a h a n  s a y s  s h e  w e l c o m e s  th e  
c u r r e n t  r e v i e w  o f  th e  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  
w o rk .

" I ' m  so  p r o u d  o f  w h a t  th is  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  h a s  d o n e , "  s h e  s a y s .  "1 
th in k  th is  is a  t r e m e n d o u s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  
s a y ,  ‘Y ou  b e t  w e ’r e  e f f e c t i v e . ’ J u s t  look 
a t  w h a t  w e ’v e  b e e n  a b l e  to  p r o d u c e  w i th  
a  v e r y  m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  d o l l a r s . "

G o v .  S te v e  C o w p e r  h a s  
r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  c o m m i s s i o n ’s  fu n d in g  
c o n t i n u e  a t  i t s  c u r r e n t  leve l  o f  $251,.500, 
w h ic h  is a b o u t  30 p e r c e n t  b e lo w  th e  
c o m m i s s i o n ’s  f isca l  1982 b u d g e t ,  
C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  A n o th e r  $11,000 in f e d e r a l  
fu n d s  is  a v a i l a b l e  to  s t a f f  a  p a r t - t i m e  
s e n i o r  e m p l o y e e ;  th a t  m o n e y  ru n s  o u t  
J u n e  30.

T h e  p ro p o s e d  s t a t e  fu n d s  " r e p r e s e n t  
le s s  t h a n  $1 f o r  e v e r y  f e m a l e  in th e  s t a t e  
o f  A la s k a , "  C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  " T h a t  
i n v e s t m e n t  h a s  b e e n  p a id  b a c k  
e n o r m o u s ly  in t h e  w o r k  th e  c o m m is s io n  
h a s  b e e n  a b l e  to  d o . "

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n ’s  a b i l i ty  to  e d u c a t e  
a n d  a d v o c a t e  is a id e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  it

is  a  s m a l l  a g e n c y  w i th  d e d i c a t e d  
d e f e n d e r s ,  s h e  a d d s .  " T h e  w o m e n  a n d  
m e n  w h o  s e r v e  a s  c o m m is s io n e r s  f e e l  so  
s t r o n g ly  a b o u t  th e  i s s u e s  t h a t  w e ’r e  a b l e  
to  u t i l iz e  m a n y  m o r e  p r o d u c t iv e  h o u r s  
t h a n  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s . "  V o lu n te e r s  
p r o v i d e  th o u s a n d s  o f  h o u r s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  
in  o r g a n i z in g  s e m i n a r s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  
C a l l a h a n  s a y s ;  h o w e v e r ,  s u r v e y s  a n d  
r e s e a r c h  r e q u i r e  p ro f e s s io n a l s  to  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  v a l id .

A m o n g  th e  c o m m i s s i o n ’s  c u r r e n t  
p r o j e c t s  in v o lv in g  v o lu n t e e r s  a n d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  is th e  W o m e n ' s  L ega l  
R ig h t s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  w h ic h  th e  a g e n c y  
will h e lp  s p o n s o r  April 25 in A n c h o r a g e .

“ W ith  th e  s t a t e  e c o n o m y  s u f f e r in g  a s  
it is ,  t h e  c o m m is s io n  h a s  a  s t r o n g  
c o n c e r n  a b o u t  h ow  th a t  a f f e c t s  p e o p le  
w h o  a r e  a l r e a d y  m a r g in a l ,  w h o  m a y  b e  
n e w ly  e m p l o y e d  o r  a b l e  to  m a k e  it o n ly  
b e c a u s e  of  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  
th e  s t a t e , "  C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  T h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  will  o f f e r  in f o r m a t io n  on 
le g a l  r ig h ts ,  f a m i ly  law , Aid to  F a m i l i e s  
w i th  D e p e n d e n t  C h i ld re n ,  C hild  S u p p o r t  
E n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  " t h a t  
h e lp  p e o p le  r e m a i n  w ell  a n d  h e a l t h y , ”  
C a l l a h a n  s a y s .

T h e  c o m m is s io n  is a l s o  w o rk in g  w i th  
th e  s t a t e  leg. ' a t u r e  on d iv o r c e  a n d  
d is s o lu t io n  r e f o r m ,  a n d  p a r e n t a l  l e a v e  
p o l i c y  r e f o r m ,

T l ie  c o m m is s io n  in i t ia l ly  p ro p o s e d  a  
p a r e n t a l  l e a v e  po licy  o f  18 w e e k s  fo r  
s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a n t i c ip a t i n g  t h e  b i r th  
o r  a d o p t io n  o f  a  ch ild ,  C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  
H o w e v e r ,  G o v .  S te v e  C o w p e r  in d ic a te d  
h e  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  a  bill p ro v id in g

p a r e n t a l  l e a v e  to  a l l  A la s k a n s  e m p l o y e d  
b y  c o m p a n i e s  w i th  m o r e  th a n  15 
w o r k e r s ,  s h e  s a y s .  S u c h  a  bill h a s  b e e n  
i n t r o d u c e d  b y  Sen .  J o e  Jo s e p h s o n ,  
C a l l a h a n  s a y s ,  a n d  th e  g o v e r n o r  is 
e x p e c t e d  to  i n t r o d u c e  a  s i m i l a r  bill in 
th e  H o use .

A l th o u g h  s o m e  o b je c t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  
r a i s e d ,  " t h e r e  s e e m s  to  b e  a n  e n o r m o u s  
n u m b e r  of p e o p le  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  n e e d  
to  d e v e lo p  e m p l o y m e n t  p o l i c ie s  w h ic h  
m a t c h  th e  in c r e d ib l e  c h a n g e s  in ih e  
w o r k  f o r c e , ”  C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  T h e  
n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  in th e  l a b o r  fo r c e  
h a v e  in c r e a s e d  b y  s o m e  500 p e r c e n t  in 
th e  p a s t  30 y e a r s ,  s h e  sa y s .

T h e  d iv o r c e  a n d  d is so lu t io n  r e f o r m  
s u p p o r t e d  by  th e  c o m m is s io n  fo l low s on 
th e  h e e l s  o f  “ T h e  D iv o rc e  R e v o lu t io n ,"  
a  n a t i o n w id e  s tu d y  s h o w in g  t h a t  w o m e n  
a n d  c h i ld r e n  s h o w  a  d r a m a t i c  d r o p  in 
s t a n d a r d  of  l iv in g  a f t e r  a  d iv o r c e ,  w h ile  
m e n  sh o w  a n  i n c r e a s e  in in c o m e .  T h e  
c o m m is s io n  is  c u r r e n t l y  d o in g  s i m i l a r  
r e s e a r c h  on  a  s t a t e w i d e  lev e l ,  w h ile  
p u s h in g  fo r  le g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m .

" W o m e n  g r e e t e d  c h a n g e s  in  th e  
d i v o r c e  l a w s  a s  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m  10 
y e a r s  a g o , "  C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  “ T h e  
o r ig in a l  id e a  h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  
e c o n o m i c s ,  a n d  m o r e  to  d o  w ith  
e m o t io n s .  T h e  l a v s  s e e m e d  to  b e  a d d in g  
to  t h e  s t r e s s  a n d  p a in  o f  d iv o r c e ,  a n d  
r e f o r m e r s  h o p e d  to  m a k e  it a s  p a in le s s  
a s  p o s s ib le . "

An u n e x p e c t e d  s id e  r e s u l t  is th e  
e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  on  w o m e n  a n d  
c h i l d r e n ,  C a l l a h a n  s a y s .  T h e  leg is la t io n  

S e e  W o m e n ’s ,  p a g e  D-3
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Alaska  W o m e n 's  C o m m iss io n  d i r e c to r  C hris  C a llahan  s e e s  a  c h a l l e n g e  a h e a d  to  im pro ve  th e  s t a tu s  of w c m e n  in th is  s ta te .

A laska w o m en  Sook to  brighter future
By L.J. CAMPBELL
Oaily News correspondenl

One tip-off that March is 
Women’s History Month has 
been „ series of radio and 
television spots called "In 
Celebration of Alaskan Wom-

In 30 public-s rvicc an­
nouncements (PSAs)', Alaska 
women ta lk  about Alaska 
women. T ruckdriver  Diane 
Benson talks about truckdriv­
er Rusty Dow, the first wom­
an to drive the Alaska High­
way alone. She hau led  
equipment for the Army dur­
ing World War II.

Wilderness Society regional 
d irec tor  Susan  A lexander  
talks about arctic explorer 
Margaret Murio. Former state 
representative Katie Hurley 
talks about the women of the 
constitutional convention.

The 30-second profiles were 
produced last year by the 
Alaska Women's Commission 
with a grant from the Nation­
al Bank of Alaska.

"Some of the women we 
profiled wouldn't have put 
themselves in the category of 
being a feminist,” says Chris­
tine Callahan, the new execu­
tive director of the Alaska 
Women's Commission. “ Oth­
ers would.

"But they all have been 
working to accomplish their 
own potential and to over­
come obstacles, ignorance — 
to change laws. Through de­
velopment of their owm poten­
tial, they help bring the possi­
bility to all women."

But when Women’s History 
Month is over and the PSAs 
arc shelved for another year, 
the 10-member commission 
will still be grappling with 
serious problems facing wom­
en in Alaska.

Money is one of the biggest 
issues facing women in this 
decade, CMlahan srys.

what it all comes down to, is 
the  economic s ta tu s  th a t  
women have and the econom­
ic status they can look for­
ward to having," she said.

In the last decade, the num­
ber of women in the work 
force has increased 17.2 per­
cent. Yet women working 
full-time earn only 58 cents 
for every dollar earned by a 
man, according to the com­
mission’s most current figures 
from a 1981 report on the 
status of women in Alaska. 
N a t io n a l ly ,  wom en earn  
about 54 cents for every dol­
lar earned by a man.

There are also mor< work­
ing mothers in Alaska than 
anywhere else in the country. 
A quarter of the s ta te’s fami­
lies headed by women live in 
poverty.

"Unless there are some ma­
jor changes in public policy, 
the trend will result in a 
tremendous proportion of the 
poor at the end of the century 
being comprised almost en­
tirely of women and chil­
dren," Callahan said.

She says there have been 
some improvements in condi­
tions for women in Alaska in 
the past decade. In 1985, 30 
percent of the professional 
and m anageria l  positions 
were held by women. Nation­
ally, that figure is only 22.5 
percent. Employment of mi­
nority women has also slowly 
increased — 1.5 percent in the 
last six years.

However, Callahan fears 
the state's slumping economy 
threatens to undercut women 
and slow future gains.

Women frequently hold the 
types of jobs that are the first 
to go when budgets are tight­
ened. Programs designed to 
help women and fam ilies  
through crisis - shelter net­
works and entitlement pro­
grams such as Aid to Families

Medicaid — are often targets 
for budget slashes.

Callahan said that budget 
cuts in these programs will 
have "long-term negative ef­
fects on women." Alaska de­
mographics put a large per­
centage of women in line for 
these programs. "We have an 
extremely young population. 
We have a population that is 
bearing children at a higher 
ra te  than most any other 
place. We have the second 
highest divorce rate in the 
country."

Callahan sees Alaska as 
having a unique challenge: to 
provide equal opportunities 
to women despite the sta te’s 
vast size, numerous cultures 
and the isolation of rural 
women. She headed the com­
mission's study in 1983 of the 
economic s ta tus  of Native 
women and knows they have 
special problems brought on 
by a cnanging culture.

Native women hold lower- 
paying jobs than white wom­
en in Alaska. The annual in­
come of Native families in 
1980 was 56 percent lower 
than that of white families. 
The proport ion  of women 
raising families without hus­
bands is twice as high among 
Natives as among whites in 
Alaska, and Native women 
often have more children in 
their care. Many of these Na­
tive women are migrating out 
of rural Alaska in larger num­
bers than Native men, leaving 
their villages and traditional 
su p p o r t  cen te rs  to find 
full-time, better-paying jobs.

"Many of the issues Native 
women are dealing with have 
an economic base. We need to 
increase the hiring and pro­
motion of Native women," 
Callahan said.

"They are struggling to 
stay in their villages but can't 
because there are no jobs.

education, bu t when they 
leave their villages and come 
into an urban area, they lose 
their network of support.

"We have to understand 
the cultural changes they're 
going th rough. By un d er­
standing the changes,-perhaps 
we can do something to lessen 
the impact."

The "enorm ous’ suicide 
problem in villages also needs 
to I:- addressed, she said — 
perhrps by designing appro­
priate mental-health interven­
tion networks in the villages.

Much of Callahan's atten­
tion this legislative session is 
focused on getting changes in 
laws concerning divorce and 
dissolution of marriage, and 
passage of a “parental leave" 
bill.

The commission is looking 
at how women and children 
fare economically during a 
divorce. "We want to know if 
women in Alaska suffer a 
disproportionate drop in their 
standard of living during a 
divorce or dissolution," Calla­
han said. A recent national 
study found women experi­
ence a 73 percent drop in their 
standard of living during the 
first year after divorce, while 
their former husbands see a 
42 percent increase, she said.

Change in the laws sought 
by the commission would 
make "career assets" — like 
professional licenses gained 
during the marriage through 
the support of the spouse — 
part of the marital property 
subject to divorce settlement.

The p a ren ta l  leave bill 
would require larger employ­
ers to give workers unpaid 
time off for births and adop­
tions, guaranteeing them a 
job when they return.

Child care, she said, is an 
"Issue whose time has come." 
The recent appointment by
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the governor of a temporary commission to study the 
issues of children and families is also a step in the right 
direction, she says.

She's encouraged that the governor’s budget includes 
an increase in funding for chiki-care programs that 
provide subsidies to low- and moderate-income families,

Since the Alaska Women’s Commission was created in 
1070, it has tackled such issues as violence against women, 
sexual bias in education and hiring discrimination, and 
lias pushed for changes in laws it believes discriminate 
against women,

A bill to extend the commission through 1991 is 
currently before the Legislature, The commission's bud­
get, 5250,000, amounts to about SI for every woman in the 
state, Callahan said.

The commission plans to begin a study next year of 
teen pregnancy, runaways (two-thirds of which are fe­
male) and the issues facing teen-age girls in the state, she 
said.

Results of its conferences and projects are available 
free. The commission’s 30 or so publications include a 
legal rights handbook for women and a statewide directo­
ry of women’s groups.

One of the commission's bcoks — a 200-page journal of 
interviews with Alaska women — has been distributed to 
schools and other groups during Women's History Month.

The women featured in the book, ‘‘Profiles in Change: 
Names, Notes and Quotes for Alaskan Women," include 
homemakers, lawmakers, professional women and Native 
women. They talk about where they've been in the 
women’s movement and offer opinions and advice on the 
challenges facing women today. Here are some excerpts:

On money: "I think the most fundamental issue is 
money. Money is power in our society . . .  I'm talking 
about the rudimentary power of having some measure of 
control and security in your own life.” — Juneau resident 
Sharman Haley, whose legal fight over the right of state 
employees to engage in political activity after work went 
.o the state Supreme Court.

On Native women’s challenges: "We can go the village 
way, but we'd better know the corporate way, too. We 
need to be able to walk into any corporate room or 
meeting in the state and know how to overrule something, 
how to stop it, how to amend something, how to put it 
back on the table again." — Georgianna Lincoln, a Native 
political activist.

On self-esteem: "Always keep in mind that you are 
original. Be proud of your sex and whatever racial 
identity you happen to be linked with. Never allow either 
to affect your dreams or what you want to do with your 
life." — Mahala Ashley Dickerson, the first black female 
attorney in both Anchorage and Alabama.

On home life: "I think both young women and young 
men should learn basic survival skills, and that includes 
learning how to cook and both partners doing the task of 
‘housewife,’ " — Alice Wardlow of Bethel.

□  Th e  Alaska  V /omen ' s  C r . n mi s s i on  is s p o n s o r i n g  a " W o m e n ' s  
Legal  R igh ts  C o n f e e n c e "  on  April 25 in A ncho rage .  The 
c o n fe r e n c e  is f ree  a r  i will b e  held at  t he  A n ch o r ag e  Commun i ty  
Col l ege .  For more  nformat ion,  call 276-4769.  As par t  of 
W o m e n ' s  History on th ,  a  r ecep t i on  to h _n o r  t he  late 
c om m un i ty  act ivis t  I lie McGarvcy will bo he ld  March 22 at  the 
Sen io r  Ci t izen’s  Cc ->r in Ancho rage .  Th e  r ecep t ion ,  f rom 1 
p ,m. -3 p .m. ,  is ; i n s o r ed  by t h e  An c ho ra g e  W o m e n ’s 
Co mm is s ion .  On  k rch 26 a nd  27, t h e  " F e m a le  Minority 
Le ade r sh ip  Conferei  , :o" sp o n s o r e d  by the An ch o r ag e  Schoo l  
D.str ict  and  the Alaska W o m e n ’s  C o m m is s io n  will be  held in 
A nc ho rag e .  For more  Informat ion,  call 276-1769.

D e c ep tio n  u s e d  tc
By WILLIAM R. GRIHER
The New Yoik Times

NEW YORK — Rachellc Cagner opened 
her mail last Sept. 26 and found a letter 
from the Corporate Accounting Office of 
the Disbursement Center. In exchange for 
"confirmation" of her Social Security 
number, date of birth, telephone number 
and address, the letter said the office 
would forward "a check" for "funds on 
deposit" in her name.

To most people, that might sound like 
a pretty good offer. Cagner thought so. If 
the disbursement center wants to dis­
burse some funds, far be it from her to 
get in the way, she thought. But then she 
remembered that the New York State 
Comptroller’s office once tracked down a 
friend to give him some undisbursed 
funds and no one ever asked him to 
confirm his Social Security number.

When she took a second look at the 
letter she saw there was no Social Securi­
ty number to confirm, let alone anything 
else to confirm, just empty blanks to fill 
in.

"That’s what tipped me off," she said. 
"If someone has money for you they will 
have your Social Security number and 
ask you if i t’s the right one. They were 
trying to take me for a fool."

The disbursement center is a collection 
agency and what it was trying to do, 
according to the Mew York State Attor­
ney General's office, was collect informa­
tion so that it could collect money. It got 
in touch with Cagner, and probably a 
number of other people with her name, 
because it was trying to track down a

debtor named 
nis Rosen, an 
in Buffalo

Rosen said 
ter, which ha 
Manufacturer? 
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Midland Ban 
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asceticism and embracing the 
ancient Greek ideal that mind 
and body could be traffic- 
stopping at the same time.

Nevertheless, Searle cau­
tioned, "We do have in this 
country a certain stereotype 
of the intellectual, what he is 
supposed to look like."

T ransla ted  in to  sim ple 
American English, intellectu­
al means Eastern.

At the school of medicine 
at the University of Illinois in 
Chicago. Kenneth Vaux, a 
professor of ethics in medi­
cine, contends that the differ­
ences in East-West ideals re­
flect contrasts in cultural 
roots. "The New England Pu- 
ritan-P ilgrim  m en ta l i ty  is 
still pervasive from the East 
liit*niwrh ♦ hn VTirl»»*»»i

community, shaped me 
Asian cultures whose a 
example, is some of th' 
erotic in the world.”

Or, as Thomas F. Cs 
expert in the psychoh 
body appearance, dubb 
classic East Coast style 
dious looking.”

Less charitably, bi< 
t r a in e r - to - t  h e -s ta rs  
Steinfeld offers this a: 
of the typical Fasten 
body: "concave chest 
arms, a stomach like 
dha and legs like a bird

Ar­

ia  the West, fashion 
ers report, even the mr 
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more comfortable c:-: 
more of their body t 
women in the East. " 
York they want theii 
to mid-calf length. 
Adolfo, designer to F
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
o f f i c e  a r  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

J u n e a u

J a n u a r y  16, 1987

Mr. G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
P.O. B o x  W  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. W i l k e r s o n :

I d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  r e p o r t  
f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  D i v i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  31, 1986, a n d  d e l i v e r e d  to 
m e  o n  D e c e m b e r  19, 1986. I b e l i e v e  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  f u l f i l l e d  i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a n d a t e  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  s t a f f  c o m p o n e n t  is e s s e n t i a l  to t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  c o n­
t i n u e d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .

T h e  r e p o r t ' s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  " q u a n t i f i a b l e  
m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s "  
is u n f o u n d e d  g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  of 
t h e  a g e n c y  is to i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  in A l a s k a  b y  
c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  a n d  b y  m a k i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a d d i­
t i o n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  n e e d s ,  p r o b­
lem s ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  w o m e n  in A l a s k a .  It is u n f a i r  to 
a p p l y  a s t a n d a r d  o f  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w h i c h  r e a c h e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
f r a m e w o r k  o f  the a g e n c y ' s  p u r p o s e .

T h e  a t t a c h e d  d e t a i l  p r o v i d e d  b y  the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  C h a i r  

c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has, 
w i t h  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s ,  c o n d u c t e d  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
m a d e  b o t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
T h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  m a d e  a m e a s u r a b l e  a n d  s i g n i f­
i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h e  i m p r o v e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  A l a s k a  
w o m e n  e n j o y :

S i n c e  1970, w o m e n ' s  w o r k  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 
A l a s k a  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  17.2 p e r c e n t .  D u r i n g  the 
s a m e  p e r i o d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  w o m e n ' s  l a b o r  f o r c e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  b y  o n l y  8.5 p e r c e n t .

In 1985, A l a s k a  w o m e n  c o m p r i s e d  30 p e r c e n t  o f  the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  m a n a g e r i a l  p o s i t i o n s  in the 
s t a t e .  In t h e  U.S. t h a t  f i g u r e  h a d  r e a c h e d  o n l y  

2 2 . 5  p e r c e n t .

-19-
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T e s t i m o n y  of K r i s  C h a t f i e l c  d a t e d  2 / 4 / 8 7
G i v e r  ir. A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  to t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r  a n d  Keir.bers o f  t h e  H o u s e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  
y o u  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .

A s  y o u  g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e x  p r o b l e m  o f  p r e p a r i n g  a s t a t e  
b u d g e t  t h e r e  is a g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n  a m o n g  A l a s k a n  w o m e n  t h a t  
h a r d - e a r n e d  a d v a n c e s  t o w a r d  e q u i t y  f o r  w o m e n  w i l l  b e  h a l t e d .

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  e a r n e d  r e s p e c t  f r o m  a l l  
q u a r t e r s  f o r  i t s  d e d i c a t e d  w o r k  as an a d v o c a t e  f o r  c h a n g e  to 
i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a t u s  c f  w o m e n  in A l a s k a .  The. C o m m i s s i o n ' s  
r e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  to s h o w  a r e a s  of 
w e a k n e s s  in p u b l i c  p o l i c y  a n d  p o i n t e d  t h e  w a y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  
s t a t u t o r y ,  o r  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  t o  e n d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  

a g a i n s t  w o m e n .

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  is a c o n d u i t  f o r  w o m e n  and 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  n e e d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e  
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  p r o v i d e s  a v o i c e  w i t h  a l e g i s­
l a t i v e  m a n d a t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  
t h a t  c a n  e f f e c t  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e s  t o w a r d  t h e  g o a l  o f  e q u a l i t y  

for w o m e n .

A n  a g g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o u t r e a c h  h a s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
f o r e f r o n t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  b y  w o m e n  in a r e a s  s u c h  as; 
l a b o r ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  d o m e s t i c  
v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s u r v i v a l .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  is 
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  h a v e  b e g u n  to 
b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  as. t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o m m i s s i o n  a d v o c a c y  a n d  
l e a d e r s h i p .

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  r e v i e w  d u r i n g  F Y 8 5 ,  s e v e n  b i l l s  
w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  in t h e  1 9 8 6  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n .  T h e s e  
b i l l s  d e a l t  w i t h  p e n s i o n  r e f o r m ,  p a r e n t a l  l e a v e ,  d i v o r c e  a n d  
d i s s o l u t i o n ,  c h i l d  c u s t o d y ,  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  i n h e r i t a n c e  
a n d  p r o b a t e .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  b i l l s  w e  r e  s i g n e d  i n t o  lav/.

T h e  F Y 8 2  b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  
$ 2 8 8 , 7 0 0 ,  w h i l e  t h e  c u r r e n t  b u d g e t  is $ 2 5 1 , 9 0 0  or 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 3 7 , 0 0 0  l e s s  t h a n  F Y 8 2 .  W7o m e n  f r o m  all o v e r



the s t a t e  t a k e  an a c t i v e  r o l e  in s u p p o r t i n g  the i s s u e s  and 
w o r k i n g  on l o c a l  levels. W i t h  this g r a s s r o o t s  sup p o r t ,  m o r e  
s t a f f  t i m e  c a n  be d e d i c a t e d  to the c o o r d i n a t i n g  and 
b a c k g r o u n d  w o r k  for a l l  the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  e f f o r t s .  Ev e n  w i t h  
the u t m o s t  v o l u n t e e r  s u p p o r t  and d e d i c a t i o n  of the staff, 
f u n d i n g  is v i t a l  to p r o v i d e  the m e a n s  for b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  and
s t a f f  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the c o m m i s s i o n  to f u l f i l l  its
m a n d a t e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T h e  c u r r e n t  s t a f f i n g  level r e f l e c t s  a 25% c u t  of f u l l - t i m e  
s t a f f  s i n c e  l a s t  year, and 33% cut in p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  
s i n c e  F Y 8 6 . It w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  to p r o d u c e  the q u a l i t y  
r e s e a r c h , and p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  the C o m m i s s i o n  is c u r r e n t l y  
p r o v i d i n g  if t h i s  m i n i m u m  l e v e l  of s t a f f  s u p p o r t  w e r e  not 
a v a i l a b l e .  It is c e r t a i n l y  t h r o u g h  the c o m m i t t m e n t  of the 
c u r r e n t  s t a f f  t h a t  q u a l i t y  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  h a v e  b e e n  
m a i n t a i n e d  in s p i t e  o f  a l r e a d y  s u b s t a n t i a l  c u t b a c k s .

In l i ght of  the c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  the Alcisk? 
W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has c o n s i d e r e d  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  of
m a i n t a i n i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w h i l e  l i m i t i n g  its f u n d i n g  
r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o u l d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  o n e  m e e t i n g ,  
a n d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  s a v i n g s  c o u l d  be r e a l i z e d  if the
C o m m i s s i o n  w e r e  a b l e  to a c q u i r e  the n e c e s s a r y  h a r d w a r e  to 
e n a b l e  the s t a f f  to d o  c e r t a i n  p r o j e c t s  su c h  as d a t a  
a n a l y s i s .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  has i n c l u d e d  in its a c t i o n  p l a n  for 1988, 
p l a n s  for an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e v i e w .  T h i s  w a s  f i r s t  c a l l e d  
for in 1982 b y  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ’s C o m m i s s i o n  in its r e v i e w  
of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c a l l e d  for by the H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  
in t h e i r  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  of the s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  w h i c h  w a s  
d o n e  in 1977.

T h i s  is an i m p o r t a n t  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  h a d  to be set a s i d e  due 
to the p r e s s  o f  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  i s s u e s  and b u d g e t  
c o n s t r a i n t s .  In a d d i t i o n  to an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e v iew, o t h e r  
i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  d e m a n d  a t t e n t i o n  su c h  as t h o s e  f a c i n g  y o u n g  
w o m e n .  T h e  i s s u e  o f  t e e n a g e  p r e g n a n c y  n e e d s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
a nd t h o u g h t f u l  look. A f o l l o w - t h r u  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e q u i t y  r e p o r t  to find out w h y  y o u n g  w o m e n  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r i n g  
for e c o n o m i c  s e l f - s u f f i c i a n c v  is c e r t a i n l y  n e e d e d .  T h e r e  
are s t i l l  n e e d s  o f  r u r a l  w o m e n ,  o l d e r  w o m e n ,  n a t i v e  and 
o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  w o m e n ,  t h a t  m u s t  be a d d r e s s e d .

T h e  r o l e  o f  the C o m m i s s i o n  is v i t a l  to  t h e  e c o n o m i c  w e l l  
b e i n g  o f  w o m e n  in A l a s k a .  In turn, t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  v i a b i l i t y  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  d e c r e a s e d  d e p e n d e n c e  on S t a t e  d o l l a r s  h a s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  on fu t u r e  s t a t e  b u d g e t s .

The c a p t i o n  u n d e r n e a t h  a p i c t u r e  of a s m a l l  b o a t  a d r i f t  on 
the o c e a n  is v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  it says; "Dear Lord, be g o o d  
to me. T h e  sea is so w i d e  and m y  bo a t  is so s m a l l . "



T h e  g o a l  o f  i m p r o v i n g  the s t a t u s  of w o m e n  is so i m p o r t a n t  
that to e l i m i n a t e  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  or r e d u c e  
its e f f e c t i v e n e s s  b y  r e m o v i n g  fu n d i n g ,  j e o p a r d i s e s  the 
p r e c a r i o u s  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  and as a r e s u i t ,  the o v e r a l l  

e c o n o m y .

1 ur g e  y o u  to c o n t i n u e  t h e  A l a s k a  VJomen' s C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  to 
do  w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  to 
c o n t i n u e  t h e  c u r r e n t  level of s ervice.

r y W >

^  ‘-""'U.IM 0 ,



H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

(7)

D a t e  r e f e r r e d :  1 / 1 9 / 8 7 F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :  F i n a n c e

D A T E : 2 - - f - Z  7
T h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s __________________C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  H B  4_______________ _

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  of t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

RECOi M E N D S :

[ ;| r e p l a c e  w i t h  _______________________________

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

] > < 3  d o  p a s s  

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

[ ] a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

[ ] t h e  s a m e  t i t l e  

[ ] a n e w  t i t l e

C o m m i t t e e

A D O P T S :  [ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s ) : 

[><] f i s c a l  i m p a c t  

[ ] Z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  

[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

S I G N I N

[ ] s a m e  as p r e v i o u s  fiscal note

p u b l i s h e d  ___________________

[ ] s a m e  as p r e v i o u s  ze r o  fiscal

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  __________________

S I G N I N G  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1987 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E

B i l lV e n lo n :  H B - 4 _____________
R E Q U E S T ;  ______________ Publish Date: HHEIZ
Re vision Date:      Agency Aflected: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r  n c r
T itle: E x t e n d i n g  T h e  T e r m i n a t i o n  0 R U . A l a s k a  W om ens c o m m i s s i o n
n a t p  O f  T h ^  A K .  W o m e n s  C o m m i s s i o n  ____________
S p o n s o r : D a v i s  , u l m e r ,  K o p o n e n ,  L l l i s rnmpr»fw.nN 
Requestor: H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s _______  ____________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Dollars)

O P E R A T I N G F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

160. 2 160 .  2 1 6 0 . 2 1 6 0 . 2

2 if, 2 2 9 . 2 2 9 . 2 2 9 . 2

f t .  7 . 6 9 , 7 _ 6 9 , / . 6 9 . 7

3 . 5 3 . 5 3 .5 3. s

T O T A L  O P ERATING 2 6 2 . 6 2 6 2  . 6 26 2 .  6 26 2 .  b

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL r*0 0 
FEDERA- 
OTHER 
TUTAL

2 5 1 . 5 25 1 .  5 2 5 1 . 5 2 5 1 . 5

i i 1 11.1 1 1 . 1 1 1 . 1

2fi.2-.fi.. 2 £ 2 ~ h  . -2,6,2 ,.6. 2 6 2 . 6

P O S I T I O N S :

FULLTIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

3 . 0 3 . 0 3 . 0 OJ o

1 . 0 1 . 0 1. u i . u

A N A L Y S I S  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

V ' X V v V

Preparedby: _________________________________________________________Phone: .
Division: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e ______________ r)at>>. 1-27-8/

Approved by Commissioner: C a r o l  P . K a s t e l i c    ̂ 1 - 2 7 - 8 7
Agency: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r

Distribution (by preparer):
Legirrt'-: Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page_J—  of
Senate Secretary ,,



1

The fiscal impact for the continuation of the Women's 
Commission is as stated above and is supported by the FY 88 
G o v e r n o r’s budget submission. Additional support may be 
obtained in the G o v e r n o r’s memo dated January 16, 1987 
to the Legislative Auditor recommending the continued 
operation of the Alaska Women's Commission's full-time 
staff support.



P.O. Box V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811 
(90/) 465-4930/4941

Alaska State Legislature
Representative M i k e  Davis

Interim Office:
P.O. Box 81438 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99708

M E M O R A N D U M

To: House State Aff airs Committee

From: Rep. Mike

Date: F e b ru ary 4, ir987

Re: HB 4; E x t e nding the term in a t i o n  date of the Alaska
Wo m e n ' s  Co mmission

U n d e r  e x i sting sunset provisions, the A l a s k a  Women's 
Co m m i s s i o n  is scheduled to terminate on J u n e  30, 1987. HB 4 
w o u l d  extend the life of the Commis s i o n  to J u n e  30, 1991. 
wi t h o u t  m a k i n g  any changes to the statutes.

The A l a s k a  W o men's Commission is the only state agency that is 
d i r e c t e d  toward all A lask a Women. O n - g o i n g  activi ties of the 
Commis s i o n  include a study on the e c o n omics  of d i v orce and a 
c o n f e r e n c e  d e s ign ed to educate w o m e n  about t heir legal rights, 
including d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in the workplace, in h o u s i n g  and in 
ob t a i n i n g  credit. During FY 87, the C o m m i s s i o n  also plans to 
establish several w o m en's  councils in rural areas of the 
state, c o nduct a series of c onstitue nt m e e t i n g s  in at least 
four d i f f e r e n t  communities, and w o r k  t o ward the introd uction 
of legisl a t i o n  rel ating to divorce and d i s s o l u t i o n  and 
parenta l leave.

As w i t h  other state agencies, the staff and funding levels of 
the A l a s k a  W o m en's Commission  we re d r a m a t i c a l l y  reduced in FY 
87. However, the C ommission has d e m o n s t r a t e d  an abilit y to 
w o r k  effec t i v e l y  at the reduced level, and the be nefits 
pr o v i d e d  by the Comm ission to women  t h r o u g h o u t  the state 
w a r r a n t  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of this agency.

r



American Association of University W o m e n

Alaska Division

U U J
B o x  33977 
Juneau, A K  99803

February 4, 1987

F R A N K  A N D  E R N E S T ............................................... by B o b  Thaves
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The Honorable Fran Ulmer, Chairman 
State Affairs Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

While the above comic strip might bring a chuckle when it appears in the funny 
papers, the realities of life even here in Alaska make its message all too 
poignant.

T h e  Alaska Division of the American Association of University W o m e n  ( A A U W )  is 
vitally interested in and supportive of H D  4 (and its companion bill, S B  89) 
which would extend the Alaska Women's Commission until 1991.

It would be wonderful to not have to be interested in extension of the Women's 
Commission.. .to let it fade into the arctic sunset.. .because that would be 
indicative of no further need for an Alaska Women's Commission. But that is not 
yet the case in 1987, and unfortunately Alaskan w o m e n  are still very m u c h  in 
need of an advocate agencj’'.

O n  the average, Alaskan w o m e n  are still paid less than two-thirds than m e n  for 
performing work of similar nature. Half of the adult w o m e n  in Alaska 
are employed away irom home, m a n y  out of need rather than choice. With the 
harsh economic realities that Alaska is now facing, it would be all too easy for 
society to slip backwards in time to social and economic patterns discriminating 
against women.

ft



Rep. Ulmer 
February 4, 1987

P a g e  2

In F Y  87, the Revised Budget for the Alaska Women's Commission was $262.6 
GF. For F Y  8 8 , the Governor has proposed the same level of funding, which 
represents 0.02% of his entire General Fu n d  operating budget. In light of the 
accomplishments of the Alaska Women's Commission, which I need not reiterate 
here, it would not be appropriate to sacrifice the enormous gains w o m e n  in 
Alaska have made b y  not extending the Alaska Women's Commission.

/Marcia L y n n  McKepzie 
President



A  P E R F O R M A N C E  R E P O R T  O N  T H E  
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N

O c t o b e r  31, 1986

A u d i t  C o n t r o l  N u m b e r  

0 1 - 1 2 7 4 - 8 6 - R

G o v e r n o r ,  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a
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T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E /
Al.y.T DIVISION 
POUCH W
JUNEAU.  ALASKA 99811-3300

BUDGET AND AUDIT COMMITTEE i
I

O c t o b e r  31, 1986

M e m b e r s  of the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  
a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e :

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i  :h the p r o v i s i o n s  of  T i t l e s  * \ a n d  44 of the 
A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  ^ s u n s e t  l e g i s l a t i o n ) , the a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  is 
s u b m i t t e d  f o r  y o u r  r e v i e w .

A  P E R F O R M A N C E  R E P O R T  ON  T H E  
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

A L A S K A  W O M E N ’S C O M M I S S I O N

O c t o b e r  31, 1986

A u d i t  C o n t r o l  N u m b e r  

0 1 - 1 2 7 4 - 8 6 - R

G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n ,  CPA 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  of  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t
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P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  R E P O R T

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the i n t e n t  of T i t l e s  24 a n d  44 of the 
A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  (sunset l e g i s l a t i o n ) , an e x a m i n a t i o n  of the 
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  to d e t e r m i n e  if the 
C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  in an e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  
a n d  e c o n o m i c a  . m a n n e r .

As r e q u i r e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  intent, this r e p o r t  s h all be 
c o n s i d e r e d  d u r i n g  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  f u n c t i o n  in 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  be 
r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  The l a w  c u r r e n t l y  s p e c i f i e s  that this 
C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  on J u n e  30, 1987, but w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1988 for the p u r p o s e  o f  c o n c l u d i n g  its 
a f f a i r s .

T h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  o f  our e x a m i n a t i o n  w e r e  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
r e s e a r c h ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and a d v o c a c y  f u n c t i o n s  of the C o m m i s­
sion. O u r  r e v i e w  and e v a l u a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  the fol l o w i n g :

1. A p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .

2. D i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  a n d  s t a f f  of the 
C o m m i s s i o n .

3. D i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  w o m e n ' s  o r g a n i z i t i o n s .

4. C o m m i s s i o n  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s .

STATE OF ALASKA - 1 - DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT



O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  F U N C T I O N

In r e s p o n s e  to a s t u d y  i s s u e d  d u r i n g  1977, the 1978 l e g i s l a­
ture c r e a t e d  the A l a s k a  vs om e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  (AWC) w i t h i n  the 
O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r .  a W C  c o n s i s t s  of n i n e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  
a n d  an ex  o f f i c i o  m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  
o f f ice. T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  s e r’. a at the p l e a s u r e  o f  the 
G o v e r n o r  for o v e r l a p p i n g  five y e a r  terms.

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  44.19 c h a r g e s  A W C  w i t h  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to 
i m p l e m e n t  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  in the p r e l i m i n a r y  
s t u d y  o n  the st a t u s  of w o m e n  in A l a s k a  p r o d u c e d  by the H u m a n  
R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  1 9 7 7 .  In a d d i t i o n ,  AWC is to 
i m p r o v e  the status of w o m e n  in A l a s k a  b y  c o n d u c t i n g  f u r t h e r  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  by m a k i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  r e c o m m e n­
da t i o n s  o n  the o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  needs, p r o b l e m s ,  and c o n t r i b u­
tions of  w o m e n  in Alaska.

In m e e t i n g  its s t a t u t o r y  d i r e c t i v e  to i m p r o v e  the legal, 
e c o n o m i c ,  social, and p o l i t i c a l  st a t u s  of w o m e n  in Alaska,
A W C  e m p l o y s  a v a r i e t y  of m e d i u m s  i n c l u d i n g  r e s e arch, p u b­
li c a t i o n s ,  a d v o cacy, c o n f e r e n c e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  and r e f e r r a l  
s e r v i c e s ,  and p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .

To a c c o m p l i s h  its pur p o s e ,  the C o m m i s s i o n  m a -*-

1. H i r e  an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s t a f f  as m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to the c o m m i s s i o n ' s  function.

2. A c t  as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  and c o o r d i n a t i n g  b o d y  for g o v­
e r n m e n t a l  and n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to 
the sta t u s  of women.

3. C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  in j oint 
e f f o r t s  to s t u d y  a n d  r e s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  to the 
s t a t u s  of w o m e n  in Alaska.

4. A c c u m u l a t e  a n d  c o m p i l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  d i s c r i m i n a­
tion  a g a i n s t  women.

5. D i s s e m i n a t e  the r e s u l t s  of r e s e a r c h  a n d  c o m p i l a t i o n  of 
d a t a  by p u b l i c a t i o n  and o t h e r  m e t h o d s  such as p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  and s e m i nars.

6 . S t u d y  and a n a l y z e  all facts r e l a t i n g  to A l a s k a  laws, 
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and g u i d e l i n e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to e q ual 
p r o t e c t i o n  for w o m e n  u n d e r  the S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

7. R e c o m m e n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n  on e q u a l  
t r e a t m e n t  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for women.

STATE OF ALASKA -  J - DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT



R E P O R T  C O N C L U S I O N

P o l i c y  Is s u e s

T h i s  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  p o l i c y  issues r a i s e d  as a r e s u l t  of  our 
e v a l u a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  C o m m i s s i o n  p r a c t i c e s .  The final p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h ose p r a c t i c e s  are n o t  w i t h i n  the scope 
of this r e p o r t  b u t  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  In 
d e b a t i n g  t h ese i s s u e s  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  c o m m i t t e e s  
s h o u l d  take into c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a­
tions p r e s e n t e d  in this report, so th a t  the p o t e n t i a l  impact 
of  the p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  can be e v a l u a t e d .

R e p o r t  C o n c l u s i o n

T h e r e  a r e  n o  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  o f  A W C 's e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
w h i c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  the b e n e f i t s  to A l a s k a n s  or w h e t h e r  w o m e n  
a r e  a f f o r d e d  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  as the 
d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of the Commis s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  do r e c o g n i s e  a 
b e n e f i t  to h a v i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e v o t e d  to i m p r o v i n g  the 
s t a t u s  of wo m e n ,  to s erve as a d v o c a t e s  for change, and to 
p r o v i d e  a f o r u m  for d i s c u s s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  issues.

T h e r e f o r e ,  we  r e c o m m e n d  that A W C  be a l l o w e d  to c o n t i n u e  to 
p r o v i d e  this forum. H o wever, in o u r  op i n i o n ,  the b u d g e t  for 
A W C  s h o u l d  o n l y  p r o v i d e  for tht- t r a v e l  a n d  per d i e m  of the 
C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s .  W e  r e c o m m e n d  that the f u l l - t i m e  staff 
s u p p o r t  o f  A W C  s h o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d .
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B I N D I N G S  A N D  "RECOMMENDATIONS

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  (AWC) s h o u l d  be o n t i n u e d ,  but 
f u l l - t i m e  staff s u p p o r t  s h o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d .

A W C  w a s  c r e a t e d  to i m p l e m e n t  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  
in the 1977 H u m a n  Rights C o m m i s s i o n  (HRC) s t u d y  a n d  for the 
b e t t e r m e n t  of w o m e n  in Alaska.- To a c c o m p l i s h  its purpose, 
A W C  s e r v e s  to e d u c a t e  w o m e n  on p e r t i n e n t  i s s u e s  a n d  a d v o­
cates f o r  c h a n g e  to i m p r o v e  the s t a t u s  of w o m e n .  The 
f u n c t i o n s  of A W C  p r o v i d e  the f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  b a s i s  for 
a n y  g r o u p  to i n i t i a t e  change.

In c a r r y i n g  out its s t a t u t o r y  d i r e c t i v e  o f  i m p r o v i n g  the 
s t a t u s  of w o m e n  in Alaska, A W C  e d u c a t e s  w o m e n  t h r o u g h  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h eir r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  a n d  by  h o l d i n g  
c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  s e m i n a r s  to d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
w o m e n ’s issues (see A p p e n d i x  B ) . T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  also 
a n a l y z e s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  m a k e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for s t a t u t o r y  
a n d  p o l i c y  changes.

U n l i k e  a r e g u l a t o r y  or l i c e n s i n g  agency, the a c t i v i t i e s  of 
A W C  do n o t  p r o v i d e  e a s i l y  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  to a n a l y z e  
the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  W h i l e  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  of 
A W C  c a n  be e a s i l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  l i s t i n g s  o f  r e s e a r c h  
d o c u m e n t s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  s e m i n a r s ,  there 
are n o  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  of A W C ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w h i c h  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  the b e n e f i t s  to A l a s k a n s  or w h e t h e r  w o m e n  are 
a f f o r d e d  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  as the 
d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  the C o m m i s s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  we  do r e c o g n i z e  a 
b e n e f i t  to h a v i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to i m p r o v e  the sta t u s  of 
w o m e n ,  to s e r v e  as a d v o c a t e s  for change, a n d  to p r o v i d e  a 
f o r u m  for d i s c u s s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  issues.

T h e r e f o r e ,  we r e c o m m e n d  that AWC be a l l o w e d  to c o n t i n u e  to 
p r o v i d e  this forum. H owever, in our o p i n i o n ,  the b u d g e t  for 
A W C  s h o u l d  o n l y  p r o v i d e  for the t r a v e l  a n d  per d i e m  of the 
C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s .  W e  r e c o m m e n d  that the f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f  
s u p p o r t  of  A W C  s h o u l d  be elimin a t e d .

C l e r i c a l  s u p p o r t  c o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  to A W C  on an a s - n e e d e d  
b a s i s  f r o m  che O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r .  R e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d  
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  c o u l d  be s p e c i f i c a l l y  f u n d e d  by the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  t h r o u g h  the b u d g e t  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  c o u l d  be a c c o m­
p l i s h e d  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  c o n t r a c t i n g  b y  the G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  
or d i r e c t  a p p r o p r i a c i o n  to the H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  
has the s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  n e c e s s a r y  to c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  
that in its j u d g e m e n t  w i l l  tend to e l i m i n a t e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  
O t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  of AWC and its s t a f f  m a y  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  
to be a s s u m e d  by o t h e r  w o m e n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the 
S t a t e .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  1
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A N A L Y S I S  O F  P U B L I C  N E E D

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s e s  o f  c o m m i s s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to 
the p u b l i c  n e e d  f a c t o r s  d e f i n e d  in the " s u n s e t "  law. T h e s e  
a n a l y s e s  are n o t  i n t e n d e d  to be c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  but a d d r e s s  
t h ose a r eas w e  w e r e  a b l e  to c o v e r  w i t h i n  the s c ope of our 
review.

I . T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n ,  or p r o g r a m  
ha s  o p e r a t e d  ii. the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  d e d i c a t e d  in its a t t e m p t  to 
r e s o l v e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  
a n d  . .ocacy. T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r t a k e s  r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t s  a n d  iss u e s  r e p o r t s  that g e n e r a l l y  state the 
p r o b l e m s  a n d  i n c l u d e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for changes to 
a d v a n c e  the r i g h t s  of wo m e n .  H o w e v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  one 
m a y  q u a n t i f y  the o u t p u t  o f  the C o m m i s s i o n ,  one c a n n o t  
e a s i l y  q u a n t i f y  the i m p a c t  of the C o m m i s s i o n  on the 
s t a t u s  of  w o m e n  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1).

I I . T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the o p e r a t i o n  of  tb board.
commission., or a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  has b e e n  i m p e d e d  'or 
e n h a n c e d  b y  e x i s t i n g ' s t a t u t e s , p r o c e d u r e s ,  and 
p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  it has a dopted, a n d  a n y  o t h e r  
m a t t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u d g e t a r y ,  r e s o u r c e ,  ana 
p e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s .

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  A c t  does n o t  p r o v i d e  for 
a n y  r e g u l a t o r y  or l i c e n s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n s t e a d  the 
A c t  a l l o w s  the C o m m i s s i o n  to c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  and m a k e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the S t a t e  for the b e t t e r m e n t  of 
w o m e n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  p e r i o d i c a l l y  issues r e p o r t s  to d i s s e m i­
n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on w o m e n ' s  issues. As a r e s u l t  of 
the S t a t e ' s  d w i n d l i n g  r e v e n u e s ,  A W C  has h a d  to r e d u c e  
its p u b l i c a t i o n s  as w e l l  as s t a f f i n g .

III. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n ,  or a g e n c y  
has r e c o m m e n d e d  s t a t u t o r v ~ c h a n g e s  w h i c h  are g e n e r a l l y  
of b e n e f i t  to the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

To e f f e c t  c h a n g e  for the b e t t e r m e n t  of women, the 
C o m m i s s i o n  has a c t i v e l y  e n d o r s e d  as w e l l  as i n i t i a t e d  
s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s .  D u r i n g  FY 85, che C o m m i s s i o n  
i n i t i a t e d  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  of A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  to 
i d e n t i f y  those s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  w h i c h  run c o u n t e r  
to the p r i n c i p l e  of e q u a l  rights. T h e  r e v i e w  i d e n t i­
fied o v e r  80 s t a t u t e s  n e e d i n g  r e v i s i o n  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  
in s e v e n  b i l l s  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  the l°S6 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Ses s i o n .  T h r e e  of the b i l l s  w e r e  s i g n e d  
into law.

L i m i t e d  A n a l y s i s
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I X . T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t u t o r y ,  r e g u l a t o r y ,  b u d g e t i n g ,  
or o t h e r  c h a n g e s  ~are n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the agencv, 
board, or c o m m i s s i o n  to b e t t e r  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t  of 
the p u b l i c  a n d  to c o m p l y  w i t h  the f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  
in this subsectiotTT

P l e a s e  r e f e r  to the p r e v i o u s  s e ction, F i n d i n g s  and 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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A P P E N D I X  A

O F F I C E  OF  T H E  G O V E R N O R  
A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  

S T A T E M E N T  OF A U T H O R I Z A T I O N S  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E S  
For the F i s c a l  Years E n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1983 t h r o u g h  1986

(Note 1)

1983 • 1984 1985 19S6

$ 3 4 9 , 3 0 0

2 5 5 , 6 6 2
2 4 , 3 0 3
6 7 , 5 2 4
2.57S

A u t h o r i s a t i o n s $ 3 4 8 , 1 0 0 $ 3 2 6 , 7 0 0 $34 4 , 9 5 1

E x D e n d i t u r e s
-

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
T r a v e l  
C o n t r a c t u a l  
C o m m o d i t i e s

1 7 8 ,810
3 3 , 7 7 2

121,860
1,293

1 7 5 , 3 9 9
3 8 , 4 2 2
9 2 , 0 6 3
3,666

1 9 4 ,317
29,215
61,089
2,857

T o t a l  E x D e n d i t u r e s 3 3 5 ,735 3 0 9 . 5 5 0 2 8 7 . 4 7 8

L a D s e d  B a l a n c e S 12.365 $ 17.150 $ 57.473

3 3 0 . 1 7 2  

S 19.623

N o t e  1: T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  in this s u m m a r y  was o b t a i n e d  f r o m  A W C  
r e c o r d s  a n d  the S t a t e  a c c o u n t i n g  system. Th i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  has 
n o t  b e e n  a u d i t e d  b y  us and, a c c o r d i n g l y ,  we  e x p ress no o p i n i o n  
on i t .
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A P P E N D I X  B

O F F I C E  OF T H E  G O V E R N O R  
A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  

S C H E D U L E  O F  R E S E A R C H ,  P U B L I C A T I O N S ,  A N D  C O N F E R E N C E S  
F or the C a l e n d a r  Y e a r s  1983, 1984, 1985, a n d  1986 t h r o u g h

J u n e  30, 1986

C a t e e o r y  • Y e a r

R e s e a r c h

S t u d y  on the E c o n o m i c  S t a t u s  of A l a s k a
N a t i v e  W o m e n  1983

C h a n g i n g  R o l e  o f  W o m e n  in A l a s k a  1984
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  R e v i e w  of the

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  for S e x  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  1984
S e x  E q u i t y  in E d u c a t i o n  1985
D i v o r c e  a n d  D i s s o l u t i o n :  E c o n o m i c  C o n s e q u e n c e s  1986

P u b l i c a t i o n s

P r o f i l e s  in Change: Names, Notes, a n d
Q u o t e s  for A l a s k a n  W o m e n  1983

S u m m a r y  of the R e p o r t  on the E c o n o m i c
S t a t u s  of A l a s k a n  N a t i v e  W o m e n  1983

W o m e n  in L a b o r  Unions: S e m i n a r  R e p o r t  1984
W o m e n  1s L e g a l  R i g h t s  in A l a s k a  1984
D i r e c t o r y  of  W o m e n ' s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  1984
C h i l d  Ca r e  D i r e c t o r y  1984
A l a s k a  Wom e n :  A  D a t a b o o k  1984
D i r e c t o r y  of W o m e n ' s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  1985
A  R e v i e w  of the A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  for S e x

D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  1985
A S e nse of H i s t o r y :  A R e f e r e n c e  G u i d e

to A l a s k a ' s  W o m e n  1 S 9 6 — 1985 1985
At the E d g e  o f  O p p o r t u n i t y :  A S t a t e w i d e

C o n f e r e n c e  on Women, the E c o n o m y  and
P u b l i c  P o l i c y  1985

C o m m i t m e n t  or C o m p l a c e n c y ?  An A s s e s s m e n t  
of Sex E q u i t y  in A l a s k a ' s  E d u c a t i o n a l
I n s t i t u t i o n s  1986

In a d d i t i o n ,  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has pubLisiied 
s e v e r a l  b r o c h u r e s ,  fact sheets, and w o m e n ' s  posters.



S T E V E  C D W P E R
• * G O V E R N O R

S  T  A T  E  O  F  A  L A  S  K  A
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

J u  X E A U

January 16, 1987

Mr. G erald L. Wilkerson 
Legislative Auditor 
P.O. Box W 
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

I disagr ee with the recommendation co nta i n e d  in the reDort 
from the L egislative Audit Division c oncerni ng the Alaska 
Women's Commission, dated October 31, 1986, and delivered to 
me on Dece m b e r  19, 1986. I believe the Alaska Women's 
C o m m i s s i o n  has fulfilled its legislative mandate and that 
the staff com ponent is essential to the Commission's con­
tinued effectiveness.

The report's assertion that there are no "quantifiable 
m easures of the Alaska Women's Commis sion's effectiveness" 
is u n f o unded given that the legislatively stated purpose of 
the ag ency is to improve the status of women in Alaska by 
conduc ting research and by making and impl ementing a d d i­
tional recommen dations on the opportunities, needs, orob- 
lems, and contributions of women in Alaska. It is unfair to 
apply a standard of effectiveness w hich reaches outside che 
framework of the agency's purpose.

The atta ched detail provided by the C o m miss ion's Chair 
clearly d e monstrat es that the Alaska 'Women's Commission has, 
with limited resources, conducted extensi ve research and 
made both legislative and administrative recommendations.
The w o r k  of the Commission has made a m e a s u r a b l e  and signif­
icant c o ntrib ution to the improved opport u n i t i e s  that Alaska 
women enjoy:

Since 1970, women's work force p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 
A laska has increased by 17.2 percent. During the 
same period the national women's labor force 
partic ipation increased by only 8.5 percent.

In 1985, Alaska women comprised 30 percent of the 
p r ofe ssional and managerial positions in the 
state. In the U.S. that figure hac reached only 
22.5 cercent.



A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n

A CCOMPLISHM ENTS 
FY85 - FY86

1) O n l y  state agency exclus i v e l y  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on trying 
to ensure w o m en's equality.

2) C o m p l eted a review of the Alaska Statutes for Sex 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  which identified o v e r  80 discriminatory 
l a w s .

3) Proposed six bills for introdu ction by the Governor 
which would have a significant e c o n o m i c  impact on 
women. Three of these bills passed.

4) Responsible for Alaska's state g o v e r n m e n t  initiating an 
expanded register to increase the h i ring of women in 
ranges 18 and above.

5) As a result of the Alaska Women's C o m mission's efforts,
former spouses and widows of state employe es are able 
to purchase group health insurance at a comparable 
price at no expense to the state.

6) Es tab l i s h e d  four local w o men's coun cils in Sitka,
Juneau, Anchorage, and Barrow to help  women on the 
local level. Wasilla and Fairb anks are in the process 
of being formed now.

7) W o r k e d  with the Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to in­
crease the recruitment and h iring of Native women.

3) W orke d with  the court system to revise the forms for
dissolut ions so that lay people could more easily
understand their rights and obligations.

9) Published and distribute d over 10,000 copies of Legal 
Rights nanabooks which explains A l a ska's  law as it 
pertains to w o m e n  without having to consult a lawyer.

10) Ev aluated the implementation of A l a s k a ' s  sex equity in 
education law, Chapter 18, in Alas k a ' s  school d i s­
tricts.

11) Since its inception has sponsored seventeen rural 
women's conferences in communities throughout Alaska; 
two Statewide Women's Conferences; and additional 
Leadership Seminars on issues of vital importance to 
achieving full equality fo>' women.



E D U C A T I O N ,  C o n ' t . C o m m u n i t i e s

Seminars —
Sex E quity in Education 
Women in Prisons 
Women in Public Life 
W o m e n  in Labor Unions 
International Women's Conference: 

Report from Nairobi

Wasilia 
Juneau 
Fairbanks 
Anchorage

Anchorace

30 Television and radio PSAs 
featuring Alaska women

Statewide
Distribut:

PUBLICATIONS Conies
Distributed

Legal Rights H andbook 10,000
Directory of Women's O r g a nizatio ns 5,000
A Sense of History: A Reference Guide 3,000
Names, Notes and Quotes: A Profile of

Alaskan Women 11,000
Fact Sheets: Insurance, Pensions,

Education, Politics 4,000
Posters 8,000

INFORMATION AND REFERRAL

O v e r  the past two years the Commis s i o n  has been con­
tacted by 2,804 women who have requested assistance.

Approxima tely 1,000-1,500 requests for information and 
assist ?ice per year.
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AUDI T DIVISION 
POUCH W
JUNEAU.  ALASKA 99811-3300

BUDGET AND AUDIT COMMITTEE '
i

J a n u a r y  16, 1987

T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  /

M e m b e r s  of the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  
a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e :

W e  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r ' s  r e s p o n s e  to 
our p r e l i m i n a r y  repo r t .  O u r  c o m m e n t s  follow:

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1

T h e  O f f i c e  of  the G o v e r n o r  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  our r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
that the f u l l - t i m e  s taff s u p p o r t  of the C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  be 
e l i m i n a t e d .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  i d e n t i f i e s  s e v e r a l  areas w h e r e  the 
s t a t u s  of w o m e n  in A l a s k a  h a s  i m p r o v e d  w i t h i n  the last 
deca d e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  to n a t i o n a l  stati s t i c s .  
W h i l e  w e  a g r e e  t h a t  the st a t u s  of w o m e n  in A l a s k a  has 
i m p r o v e d ,  the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  this p r o g r e s s  is d i r e c t l y  
a t t r i b u t a b l e  to the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  c o u l d  be 
d eb a t e d .

As s t a t e d  in the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  w e  a g r e e  there is a b e n e f i t  
to h a v i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to i m p r o v e  the st a t u s  of w o m e n  a n d  
to a d v o c a t e  for change, h o w e v e r ,  w e  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  che O f f i c e  
of the G o v e r n o r ' s  r e s p o n s e  that a t h r e e  p e r s o n  s t a f f  is 
e s s e n t i a l  to this pu r p o s e .  It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  that w h i l e  
the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  s t a f f  has c o n d u c t e d  so m e  r e s e a r c h ,  s e v e r a l  
of t h e i r  m a j o r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  b e e n  do n e  u n d e r  
c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the p r i v a t e  sector.

W e  r e a f f i r m  o u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  that the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  
C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  be c o n t i n u e d ,  but the f u l l - t i m e  s taff 
s u p p o r t  s h o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d .  C l e r i c a l  s u p p o r t  for the 
C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  on an a s - n e e d e d  b a s i s  by the 
O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r .

//  / y  / /  •/
*7 4 / ; /  '/ / ,

, i
G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n ,  CPA 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t
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In 1987 The A laska W o m e n’s C ommissio n 
will face its "sunset" review. This is an 
o pport u n i t y  for the people and legislators of 
A laska to evaluate the C o mmission's  e f f e c t i v e­
ness and decide if its work should be c o n t i n­
ued.

The d e cline in state revenues, as t r a u m a­
tic as it has been, does not approach the 
economic d i s tress  that w o m e n  and children will 
face at the close of this c e ntury if we do not 
take action now. These trends toward in­
creased p o v e r t y  of women and children M U S T  be 
reversed. The A la ska Women' s Commissio n is 
the only state agency w o r k i n g  to insure that 
this issue is a policy priority.

E s t a b l i s h e d  in 1977 to improve the status 
of women in education, employment, health, 
h o m e m a k i n g  and civil and legal rights, the 
A l a s k a  W o men' s Commi s s i o n  was made a p ermanent 
commis sion in 1983.

This year the C o m m i s s i o n  is continuing  
its legis lative effort to establis h a Parental  
L eave P ol icy for state employees and to secure 
reforms in the D i s s o l u t i o n  laws. Its m a j o r  
researc h p r o j e c t  will assess the economic 
inequities that have acc omp a n i e d  "no-fault" 
divorce in Alaska. A n d  in an effor t to assist 
w o m e n  whose access to afford able legal 
assistan ce has been d r a s t i c a l l y  reduced, a 
C onfer e n c e  on Women's  Legal Rights is in the 
plans as well.

Its accomp l i s h m e n t s  since 1977 are s u b­
stantial and can only be h i g h l i g h t e d  in this 
b rief summary:

• C o m p l e t e d  a r e v i e w  of the Alaska 
Statutes for sex d iscrimination. This was the 
first and only such r e vi ew ever conducted and 
it i dentifie d more  than 80 d iscri m i n a t o r y  
l a w s .

o P r e p a r e d  seven bills for i ntroduction 
by the Governor. These bills would have a 
s ignif i c a n t  economic impact on at least the
5.000 w omen who are d i v o r c e d  each year, the
4.000 c h i l d r e n  in those families headed by 
w omen and the 1,000 o lder w o m e n  who will 
benefit immediately through fair and equitable 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of pensions when this legislation 
becomes law. Three of the bills passed in 
1986 .

S U N S E T  R E V I E W

3601 C Street, Suite 742. Anchorage. A K  99503 (907) 561-4227



• S e c u r e d  p r i v a t e  f u n d i n g  to p r o d u c e  and air on s t a t e­
w i d e  t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  r a d i o  a s e r i e s  o f  t h i r t y  p r o f i l e s  of 
A l a s k a n  W o m e n  in H i s t o r y .

• P u b l i s h e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  of 
" W o m e n ' s  L e g a l  R i g h t s  in A l a s k a "  so t h a t  w o m e n  can u n d e r­
st a n d  A l a s k a ' s  l a w  as it p e r t a i n s  to t h e m  w i t h o u t  s e e k i n g  
e x p e n s i v e  l e g a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n .

o E v a l u a t e d  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  sex e q u i t y  
in e d u c a t i o n  law. P u b l i s h e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  the r e s u l t s  in 
" C o m m i t t m e n t  or C o m p l a c e n c y :  A n  A s s e s s m e n t  of  S e x  E q u i t y  in
A l a s k a ' s  E d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .

e E s t a b l i s h e d  four l o c a l  w o m e n ' s  c o u n c i l s  to .provide 
an e f f e c t i v e  v o i c e  for w o m e n  on  t h e  l o c a l  level. T h e i r  w o r k  
in no w a y  r e p l a c e s  or a d d r e s s e s  s t a t e - l e v e l  p r i o r i t i e s  that 
are a d d r e s s e d  b y  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .

• R e s p o n d e d  to the a p a l l i n g  l a c k  o f  d a t a  on w o m e n ' s  
s t a t u s  by r e s e a r c h i n g  and p r o d u c i n g  A l a s k a  Wo m e n :  A  D a t a -  
b o o k , the f i r s t  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  p r o f i l e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  f e m a l e  
p o p u l a t i o n

o I m p l e m e n t e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  its s t u d y  on The 
E c o n o m i c  S t a t u s  o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  W o m e n  to i m p r o v e  N a t i v e  
w o m e n ' s  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

o E d u c a t e d  m o r e  th a n  5 , 0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  at s t a t e w i d e  
c o n f e r e n c e s ,  r e g i o n a l  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  l o c a l  s e m i n a r s  at 
f i f t e e n  l o c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  urb a n ,  r u r a l  and b u s h  A l a s k a .

« O b t a i n e d  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c h a n g e  e n a b l i n g  w i d o w s  
a n d  f o r m e r  s p o u s e s  to c o n t i n u e  g r o u p  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  at no 
c o s t  to the State. T h i s  m e a s u r e  is l i k e l y  to a f f e c t  1,700 
w o m e n  and t h e i r  1,000 c h i l d r e n  t h i s  y e a r  alone. It w i l l  
a l s o  p r e v e n t  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e s e  sa m e  f a m i l i e s  fr o m  
r e q u i r i n g  s t a t e  f u n d e d  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .

« S p e a r h e a d e d  A l a s k a ' s  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e  to 
i n c r e a s e  h i r i n g  of  w o m e n  i n t o  r a n g e s  18 and above. The 
q u a n t i f i a b l e  i m p a c t  w i l l  be g a u g e d  as t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  
b e c o m e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  w i l l  be m e a s u r e d  b y  the D i v i s i o n  of 
E E O .

« W o r k e d  to r e v i s e  f o r m s  for m a r i t a l  d i s s o l u t i o n s  so 
t h a t  lay p e o p l e  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  r i g h t s  and o b l i g a­
ti o n s  and r e a c h  m o r e  e q u i t a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t s .

• P r o d u c e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  n e a r l y  3 0 , 0 0 0  o t h e r  p u b l i­
c a t i o n s  on w o m e n ' s  r i g hts, w o m e n ' s  h i s t o r y  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on i n s u r a n c e ,  p e n s i o n s  and p o l i t i c s  s i n c e  1984.

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  is the o n l y  s J-.ate a g e n c y  w h i c h  
s p e a k s  for all the w o m e n  of A l a s k a .  A s  it f a ces a s u n s e t  
r e v i e w  in 1987, it is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  the n u m e r o u s  s u p p o r t­
ers w h o  w o r k e d  to k e e p  the C o m m i s s i o n  in t h e  b u d g e t  in 1986 
w i l l  a g a i n  w o r k  to m a i n t a i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  as a l e g i s l a t i v e  
p r i o r i t y .

111486



BILL SH E F F IE L D
G O V E R N O R

P H O N E  

( 9 0 7 )  5 6 1 - 4 2 2 7

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  

3601 C STREET  • SUITE 742 
ANCHORAGE.  ALASKA 99503

REQUEST FOR RESOURCES

Making a Difference: A Primer for Women in Public Life. 1986
A handbook for political involvement. Includes informa­
tion on campaign planning, voter contact, and working 
with volunteers.

Worsen in Prison; Does the Justice System Do Them 1986
Justice? A report on the current status of female 
offenders in Alaska and the United States.

Regional Conferences 1986. Activities and reccntnen- 1986
dations from the rural women's conferences funded by 
the Carmission in 1986 - Bethel, Huslia, Sitka, 
and Wasilla.

Sex Equity in Education Report. An assessment of sex 1986
equity in Alaska's educational institutions with 
recarmendations for future action.

Annual Report. A  review of the major accomplishments 1985
of the Wcmen's Carmission frcm January 1, 1985, to 
December 31, 1985.

A Review of the Alaska Statutes for Sex Discrimination 1985
Final report of the comprehensive review of Alaska 
Statutes to determine sex discrimination.

A  Sense of History: A Reference Guide to Alaska's Warner 1985
1896 - 1985. An annotated bibliography of books, 
articles, audio visual aids, and photo displays about 
Alaska wcmen in history.

At the Edge of Opportunity: A Statewi.de Conference on 1985
Wcmen, The Economy, and Public Policy. A summary of the 
workshops, activities, and recarmendations frcm the March 
1985 conference.

Directory of Wcmen's Organizations. Statewide directory 1985
of wcmen's organizations.

Alaska Wcmen: A Databook. Profile of Alaska wcmen based J.984
upon the 1980 Census, includes statistical appendix.

Wcmen in Labor Unions: Seminar Report. Sunroary of the 1984
seminar that focused on the role of wcmen in laixsr 
organizations, what problems women face and how to make 
unions more responsive to wcmen.
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

OFFICt OF TH| GOVtnNOR
A L A S K A  W O M E N ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  

3801 C 9TREET • SUITE 742 
ANCHORAGE,  ALA8KA 99503

T e s t i m o n y  of K r i s  C h a t f i e l d  d a t e d  2/ 4 / 8 7
G i v e n  in A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  to the H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r  and M e m b e r s  o f  the H o u s e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e .  T h a n k  y o u  for the o p p o r t u n i t y  to d i s c u s s  w i t h  
y o u  l e g i s l a t i o n  to c o n t i n u e  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n .

As you grappl e with the complex problem of p r e p arin g a state 
budget there is a g r owing  concern among A l a s k a n  wo men that 
hard-e a r n e d  advances toward equity for w o m e n  will be halted.

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has e a r n e d  r e s p e c t  fr o m  all 
q u a r t e r s  for its d e d i c a t e d  w o r k  as an a d v o c a t e  for c h a n g e  to 
i m p r o v e  the s t a t u s  of  w o m e n  in A l a s k a .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  
r e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  to s h o w  a r e a s  of 
w e a k n e s s  in p u b l i c  p o l i c y  a n d  p o i n t e d  the w a y  to  b r i n g  a b o u t  
s t a t u t o r y ,  or  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  to e n d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  
a g a i n s t  wo m a n .

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  is a c o n d u i t  for w o m e n  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  n e e d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s .  The 
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  p r o v i d e s  a v o i c e  w i t h  a l e g i s­
la t i v e  m a n d a t e  and s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  
t h a t  c a n  e f f e c t  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e s  t o w a r d  t h e  g o a l  of e q u a l i t y  
for w o m e n .

A n  a g g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o u t r e a c h  h a s  b r o u g h t  to the 
f o r e f r o n t  the p r o b l e m s  f a ced by w o m e n  in a r e a s  s u c h  as? 
labor, e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  d o m e s t i c  
v i o l e n c e ,  and e c o n o m i c  s u r v i v a l .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  is 
a c c o m p a n i e d  by r e c o m m e n d a t j  . m s , so m e  o f  w h i c h  h a v e  b e g u n  to 
be i m p l e m e n t e d  as the ref It. of  c o m m i s s i o n  a d v o c a c y  and 

l e a d e r s h i p .

A d a r e s u l t  of the s t a t u t o r y  r e v i e w  d u r i n g  FY85, s e v e n  b i l l s  
w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  in the 1986 L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n .  T h e s e  
b i l l s  d e a l t  w i t h  p e n s i o n  r e f o r m ,  p a r e n t a l  leave, d i v o r c e  and 
d i s s o l u t i o n ,  c h i l d  c u s t o d y ,  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  a n d  i n h e r i t a n c e  
and p r o b a t e .  T h r e e  o f  the b i l l s  w e r e  s i g n e d  i n t o  law.

T h e  F Y 8 2  b u d g e t  for the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  was 
, $ 2 8 8 , 7 0 0 ,  w h i l e  the c u r r e n t  b u d g e t  is $ 2 5 1 , 9 0 0  or 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 3 7 , 0 0 0  l e s 3 than FY82. W o m e n  f r o m  all ov e r



the s t a t e  t a k e  an a c t i v e  r o l e  in s u p p o r t i n g  the i s s u e s  and 

w o r k i n g  on local levels. W i t h  th i s  g r a s s r o o t s  s u p p o r t ,  m o r e  
s t a f f  ti m e  can be d e d i c a t e d  to the c o o r d i n a t i n g  and
b a c k g r o u n d  w o r k  for a l l  the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  e f f o r t s .  E v e n  w i t h  
the u t m o s t  v o l u n t e e r  s u p p o r t  and d e d i c a t i o n _ of the staff, 
f u n d i n g  is v i t a l  to p r o v i d e  t h e  m e a n s  for b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  and
s t a f f  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the c o m m i s s i o n  t o  f u l f i l l  its

m a n d a t e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T h e  c u r r e n t  s t a f f i n g  l e vel r e f l e c t s  a 25% c u t  o f  f u l l - t i m e  
s t a f f  s i n c e  l a s t  year, and 33% c u t  in p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f
s i n r p  FYRfi, Tt w o u l d  he i m p o s s i b l e  to p r o d u c e  the q u a l i t y  
r e s e a r c h ,  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  the C o m m i s s i o n  is c u r r e n t l y  
p r o v i d i n g  if this m i n i m u m  l e v e l  o f  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  w e r e  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e .  It is c e r t a i n l y  t h r o u g h  the c o m m i t t m e n t  of  the 
c u r r e n t  s t a f f  t h a t  q u a l i t y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  h a v e  be e n
m a i n t a i n e d  in s p i t e  o f  a l r e a d y  s u b s t a n t i a l  c u t b a c k s .

In l i g h t  o f  the c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  the A l a s k a  

W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  has c o n s i d e r e d  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  of
m a i n t a i n i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w h i l e  l i m i t i n g  its f u n d i n g  
r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o u l d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  o n e  m e e t i n g ,  
and a s u b s t a n t i a l  s a v i n g s  c o u l d  be r e a l i z e d  if the 
C o m m i s s i o n  w e r e  a b l e  to a c q u i r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  h a r d w a r e  to
e n a b l e  the s t a f f  to do c e r t a i n  p r o j e c t s  s u c h  as d a t a  

a n a l y s i s .

The C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  i n c l u d e d  in its a c t i o n  p l a n  for 1988, 
p l a n s  for an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e v i e w .  T h i s  w a s  f i r s t  c a l l e d

for in 1982 by  the A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  C o m m i s s i o n  in its r e v i e w  
of  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c a l l e d  for b y  the H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n  
in t h e i r  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  of the s t a t u s  of w o m e n  w h i c h  w a s  
d o n e  in 1977,

Th i s  is an i m p o r t a n t  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  h a d  to b e  set a s i d e  due 
to the p r e s s  o f  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  i s s u e s  and b u d g e t  
c o n s t r a i n t s .  In a d d i t i o n  to an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e v i e w ,  o t h e r  
i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  d e m a n d  a t t e n t i o n  s u c h  as t h o s e  f a c i n g  y o u n g

women. The i s s u e  o f  t e e n a g e  p r e g n a n c y  n e e d s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

and t h o u g h t f u l  look. A f o l l o w - t h r u  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e q u i t y  r e p o r t  to find out w h y  y o u n g  w o m e n  are n o t  p r e p a r i n g  
for e c o n o m i c  s e l f - s u f f i c i a n c y  is c e r t a i n l y  n e e d e d .  T h e r e  
are s t i l l  n e e d s  o f  r u r a l  w o m e n ,  o l d e r  w o m e n ,  n a t i v e  and 
o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  w o m e n ,  that m u s t  be  a d d r e s s e d .

The ro.le of the C o m m i s s i o n  is v i t a l  to the e c o n o m i c  w e l l  
b e i n g  of w o m e n  in A l a s k a .  In turn, t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  v i a b i l i t y  
and t h e r e f o r e  d e c r e a s e d  d e p e n d e n c e  on S t a t e  d o l l a r s  has a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  on f u t u r e  s t a t e  b u d g e t s .

, The c a p t i o n  u n d e r n e a t h  a p i c t u r e  of a small<- b o a t  a d r i f t  on 
the o c e a n  is v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  it says; "Dear Lord, be good 
to me, T h e  sea is so w i d e  and m y  b o a t  is so s m a l l , "



T h e  g o a l  of i m p r o v i n g  the s t a t u s  o f  w o m e h  is so i m p o r t a n t  
t h a t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n 1 s C o m m i s s i o n . . oj: • r e d u c e  •• 

i t c  o f f o g t i v o n o c c  b y  r e m o v i n g  f u n d i n g ,  j o o p a r d i n o o  t h e  

p r e c a r i o u s  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  and as a r e s u l t ,  the o v e r a l l  

e c o n o m y ,

1 u r g e  y o u  to c o n t i n u e  the A l a s k a  VJomen's C o m m i s s i o n  and to 
do w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  to 
c o n t i n u e  the c u r r e n t  l e v e l  of se r v i c e .

fylu>

(a ) 0
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A L A S K A  W O M E N ’ S  L O B B Y
POST OFFICE BOX 10-1571. ANCHORAGE. LASKA 99510

February 4, 1987

Honorable Fran Ulmer, Chairman 

House State Affairs Committee

Dear Chairman Ulmer and members of the Committee:

The Alaska Women's Lobby would like to lend it's strong support 

for the continuation of the Alaska Women's Commission.

Since it's creation eight year's ago, the Alaska Women's Commission 

has worked hard to meet it's statutory directive to improve the legal, 

economic, social and political status of women in Alaska.

We believe that beyond serving as advocates for positive change and 

providing a forum for discussing significant issues the Alaska 

Women's Commission has been effective in the struggle for economic 

equity for Alaska's women.

During 1985, the Commission initiated a comprehensive review of 

Alaska statutes to identify those statutory provisions which run 

counter to the principle of equal rights. The review identified 

over 80 statutes needing revision. The review was conducted and 

co-ordinated by the staff of the Women's Commission utilizing the 

expertise of the Alaska Bar Association, it's members who volunteered 

their time to the project and the volunteer efforts of other Alaskan 

women's organizations and individuals.

This wor k  has already resulted in important changes being made in 

the artas of pension reform and inheritance laws. There is a great 

deal more to be done.

Since 1950 Alaskan women have increased their labor-force participation
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by 548% but over 62% are concentrated in low-paying occupations, 

and over one quarter of Alaskan families headed by women are living 

in poverty.

The Women's Commission has over the years provided the women of 

Alaska a forum for advocacy and education through it's efforts in 

establishing conferences and workshops on a statewide as well as a 

regional level and through the distribution of it's publications 

such as the Legal Rights Handbook and fact sheets on Insurance, 

Pensions, Education and Politics.

The Women's Commission has been responsible for the initiation of 

an expanded register to increase the hiring of women in ranges 18 

and above and has worked to increase the recruitment and hiring of 

Native women. It functions as a clearinghouse for information on 

services, programs, legislation and issues which relate to women's 

concerns in the state of Alaska today.

Equal opportunity has begun, but it is not complete. We urge you 

to support the extension of the Alaska Women's Commission so that 

they may continue the important work of achieving full equality for 

Alaskan women.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

' *V ( ,  -

Sherrie Goll

for the Alaska Women's Lobby
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