


International Conference of Building OfficialsJ§§|;;
Alaska Southeast Chapter

We s u p p o r t  the f o l l o w i n g  a m e n d m e n t s ;

A S  I E . 70.055. S mo k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v ices. S m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  

d e v i c e s  shall be i n s t a l l e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  in al l  [living] 

dw l ling units and m o b i l e  h o m e s  [built, m a n u f a c t u r e d  or

s old] in the state. The de v i c e s  s h a l l  be of a t y p e  an d 

d e p l o y e d  in a m a n n e r  a p p r o v e d  by the E t a oe  f ir e  m a r shall.

A dw e l l i n g  u n i t  is a n y  b u i l d i n g  cr p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f  w h i c h  

c o n t a i n s  living f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  fcr 

s le e p i n g , e a t i n g , c o o k i n g  and s a n i t a t i o n .

A d d  to A S  3 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 0  It s h a l l  be the d u t y  o f  the l a n d l o r d  to

p r o v i d e  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  in r e n t a l  units.

A d d  to A S  3 4 . 0 3 . 1 2 0  I t  s hall be the d u t y  o f  th e t e n a n t  to 

m a i n t a i n  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  in r e n t a l  units.

J u s t i f i c a t i o n
*

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  1 3 . A A C  5 0 . 0 2 0  r e q u i r e  s moke 

d e t e c t o r s  in al l  g u e s t  r o o m s  i n  h o t e l s  arid l o d g i n g  h o u s e s 

u s e d  f o r  s l e e p i n g  p u r p o s e s .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  in all 

d w e l l i n g  u nits ( a p a r tm e n t s ,  co n do s  etc.) e x c e p t  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  

homes, d u p l e x e s  a n d  t r i p l e x e s  b u i l t  b ef o r e  1 9 7 5  t h a t  hav e 

n e v e r  been sold. L i v i n g  u nits a r e n o t  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  

B u i l d i n g  Code (UBC). D w e l l i n g  u n i t s  ar e  d e f i n e d  in t h e  UB C  

a n d  us e d  in th e  s t a t e  f i r e  m a r s h a l l’s regula t i o n s .  

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e i in 

r e n t a l  p r o p e r t y  is n o t  c l e a r l y  defined.

A l a s k a  has the h i g h e s t  p e r  c a p i t a  d e a t h  r a t e  b y  f ire i n  the 

w e s t e r n  world. T h e s e  a m e n d m e n t s  w o u l d  h e l p  r e d u c e  f i r e  de a t h s 

i n  Alaska.

T h i s  a c t  w o u l d  h a v e  n e g l i g i b l e  f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t  o n  r u r a l  a n d  

u f b a n  A l a s k a n s .  T n e r e  is no  f i s c a l  n o t e  to the s t a t e  du e  to 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h i s  a m e n d m e n t .  T h i s  c h a n g e  is a l s o  

s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  f i r e  s e r v i c e  in Alaska.

S i n c e re l y ,

Sho\ s 

P r e s i d e n t
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C S H B  2 8 2 (SA)

F o r  an A c t  entit l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s m oke d e t e c t i o n
d e v i c e s ."

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a m e n d  A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5  to i n c lude the 
r e q u i r e m e n t  that s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  be m a i n t a i n e d ,  c h a n g e s  the 
term " l i v i n g "  u n i t  to " d w e l l i n g "  unit, r e q u i r e s  a l a n d l o r d  
to i n s t a l l  s m oke d e t e c t o r s  in a p a r t m e n t s ,  and r e q u i r e s  a 
t e n a n t  to r e p l a c e  b a t t e r i e s  in DC p o w e r e d  units.

S m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  are p r o v e n  life s a v e r s  in fires, but 
o n l y  an e s t i m a t e d  50 p e r c e n t  o f  all h o u s e h o l d s  are e q u i p p e d  
w i t h  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .  Also, m a n y  h o m e s  h a v e  s moke d e t e c t o r s  
t h a t  w i l l  not o p e r a t e  due to lack o f  m a i n t e n a n c e .  The fire 
s e r v i c e s  e s t i m a t e  that the e x i s t e n c e  of  a f u n c t i o n i n g  smoke 
d e t e c t o r  i n c r e a s e s  an o c c u p a n t ' s  c h a n c e  of s u r v i v i n g  a fire by 
86 p e r c e n t .  A c c o r d i n g  to the A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  Fire P r e v e n­
tion, in 1986, t h e r e  w e r e  no fire d e a t h s  in A l a s k a  in b u i l d i n g s  
w i t h  f u n c t i o n i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  s u p p o r t s  
p a s s a g e  o f  C S H B  2 8 2 (SA) b e c a u s e  it w i l l  r e q u i r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  
s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  in all d w e l l i n g s ,  w h i c h  sh o u l d  h e l p  r e d u c e  
the rates of  d e a t h s  and i n j u r i e s  due to fires.

D i r e c t o r
D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h

D a t e :

A p p r o v e d  by:
Mj
C o m m i s s  ioner
D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l t h  and

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

D a t e : .2 2 -
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  
' T C h a i r  - H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
,a A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r :

:r I w o u l d  b e  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  if y o u  w o u l d  s c h e d u l e  H B  282,
V  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s ,  f o r  a c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  

i n  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  w e e k .

T h e  A l a s k a  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  f i r e  d e a t h  p e r  c a p i t a  i n  t h e  

y  w e s t e r n  w o r l d .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  p r o d u c e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
‘r p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s a v i n g  l i v e s ,  as w e l l  a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

r e i u c i n g  t h e  m a n y  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  in p r o p e r t y  l o s s .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B u i l d i n g  O f f i c i a l s ,  A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r .

£ Y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a c o m m i t t e e  
h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .

R e s p ec t f u l l y  yours,

A K 1 U M U - S I - M I N < ;

ALASKA'S CAI’ITAl CITYw-1
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d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s
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A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5  w o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  b y  t h i s  b i l l  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  be m a i n t a i n e d ;  a n d  

c h a n g e s  t h e  t e r m  " l i v i n g "  u n i t  t o  " d w e l l i n g "  u n i t .

S m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  h a v e  p r o v e n  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  l i f e  s a v e r s  i n  

f i r e s ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t ,  n a t i o n a l l y ,  d e a t h s  b y  f i r e  d r o p p e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s. 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  h o u s e h o l d s  

a r e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  d e t e c t o r s .  T h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  

b e  f i r e  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  d w e l l i n g s  w h e r e  d e t e c t o r s  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  

n o t  o p e r a t i n g  p r o p e r l y .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a p e r s o n ' s  c h a n c e s  

o f  s u r v i v i n g  a f i r e  a r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  8 6  p e r c e n t  w h e r e  a p r o p e r l y  

i n s t a l l e d  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r  is p r e s e n t .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e f f o r t s  t o  h a v e  d w e l l i n g s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  r e g u l a r l y  m a i n t a i n e d  

s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  o f  H 3  282.
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1 9 8 6  F I R E  L O S S  A N A L Y S I S

S N O K E  D E T E C T O R  P E R F O R M A N C E

N a t i o n a l l y ,  d e t e c t o r s  o p e r a t e d  in 4 . 3 %  o f  a l l  f i r e s .

I n  A l a s k a ,  d e t e c t o r s  o p e r a t e d  in 7 . 3 %  o f  a l l  f i r e s .

N o  f i r e  d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d  i n  A l a s k a  w h e r e  o p e r a t i n g  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  
p r e s e n t .

I n  2 4 . 6 %  o f  a l l  f i r e s  in A l a s k a ,  N O  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .

T h e r e  is  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o p e r a t i n g  

d e t e c t o r s ,  p r o p e r t y  l o s s e s  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  

d e t e c t o r s  ( n o t  b a d  f o r  a n  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  a b o u t  $ 1 0 . 0 0  a n d  
$ 3 / y e a r  f o r  b a t t e r i e s ) :

$ 1 4 , 6 4 8  l o s s / i n c i d e n t  w h e r e  d e t e c t o r s  a r e  p r e s e n t .

$ 1 5 , 4 7 0  l o s s / i n c i d e n t  w h e r e  n o  d e t e c t o r s  p r e s e n t .



REPORT PERIOD - 01-01 -86 THRU 12-31-86 COMPUTER RUN DATE - 04-22-87
%

STATE- AK COUNTY - ALL FIRE DEPARTMENT- ALL FDID - ALL

S T R U C T U R E  F I R E S

FIXED PROPERTY USE - - - ■
PUBLIC EDUCA' INSTITU­ RESIDEN­ STORE BAS INDS MANUFAC-

UNCLASS- ASSEMBLY TIONAL TIONAL TIAL OFFICE UTILITY TURING STORAGE SPECIAL
I FI ED PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY DEFENSE PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY TOTAL

TOTAL STRUCTURE FIRES BY
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE...... , :
UNKNOWN

# OF OCCURRENCES 9 3 4 160 2 4 5 5 3 195
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 15.78 9. 67 18.18 13. 38 2. 94 16. 00 26.31 6.57 4.05 12.44

IN RM OF FIRE/OPERATED
« OF OCCURRENCES 8 10 8 128 3 1 1 1 59
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 14.03 32.25 36. 36 10.71 4.41 4. 00 5. 26 10.14

NOT IN ROOM/OPERATED
# OF OCCURRENCES 2 2 2 89 2 1 98
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 3. 50 6.45 9.09 7. 44 2. 63 1 .35 6.25

IN ROCM/NOT OPERATED "
# OF OCCURRENCES 3 1 1 82 1 1 89
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 5. 26 3.22 4.54 6. 86 1 .47 4. 00 5. 67

NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT
# OF OCCURRENCES 1 3 1 86 2 3 2 98
% OF COLUMN TOTAL 1 .75 9. 67 4. 54 7. 19 2. 94 3. 94 2. 70 6. 25

IN ROOM/FIRE TOO SMALL
# OF OCCURRENCES 3 3 1 50 3 60
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 5. 26 9. 67 4.54 4, 1« 4. 41 3. 82

NO DETECTORS PRESENT >
» OF OCCURRENCES 31 9 5 594 52 19 12 66 68 856
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 54. 38 29. 03 22.72 49. 70 76.47 76. 00 63.15 86.84 91 . 89 54 . 62

OTHER
« OF OCCURRENCES 6 5 1 12
X OF COLUMN TOTAL . 50 7.35 5, 26 . 76

** COLUMN TOTALS ** 57 31 22 1 195 68 25 19 76 74 1 567
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TALLY-REPORT 22

LISTING OF ALL FIRE ELEMENTS BY FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE 
REPORT PERIOD - 01-01-06 THRU 12-31-86 COMPUTER RUN DATE - 04-22-87

STATE- AK COUNTY- ALL FIRE DEPARTMENT- ALL FDID - ALL

FIRE INCIDENT ELEMENTS NUMBER PERCENTAGE NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER
'OF OF SERVICE CIVILIAN SERVICE CIVILIAN

I n c i d e n t s total injuries injuries d e a t h s d e a t h s
DOLLAR

LOSS

DETECTOR PERFORMANCE
0 UNKNOWN 194 5.5 3 6 4 6377836
1 IN RM OF FIRE/OPERATED 159 4,5 1 4 2656478
2 NOT IN ROOM/OPERATED 98 2. 8 4 i 1108097
3 IN ROOM/NOT OPERATED 89 2.5 1 4 524923
4 NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT 98 2.8 6 574053
5 IN ROOM/FIRE TOO SMALL 60 1 . 7 1 15400
8 NO DETECTORS PRESENT 856 24. 6 10 21 7 12678390
9 OTHER 12 . 3 79000

BLANK 1908 54. 9 6 4 2 2792147
TOTAL 3474 100. 0 21 50 13 26806324

SPRINKLER PERFORMANCE
0 UNKNOWN 100 2.8 1 2831095
1 EQUIPMENT OPERATED 33 . 9 2 474750
2 EQP SHOULD OPERA/DIDNT 1 7000
3 EOP PRESENT/FIRE SMAL 62 1 . 7 53894
8 NO EQUIP PRESENT 1362 39. 2 14 44 1 1 20582438
9 OTHER 8 . 2 65000

BLANK 1908 54. 9 6 4 2 2792147
TOTAL 3474 100. 0 21 50 1 3 26806324

PROPERTY DAMAGE CLASSIFICATION
0 UNKNOWN 2 2000000
1 1 TO 99 DOLLARS 1 48 4.2 5335
2 100 TO 999 DOLLARS 660 18.9 2 229700
4 10000 TO 24999 819 23. 5 7 26 6 4211004
5 25000 TO 49999 1 12 3.2 3 1 1 3 3608590
6 50000 TO 249999 48 1 . 3 1 5 1 2704157
7 250000 TO 999999 79 2.2 9 5 1 12847538
8 1000000 OR MORE 1 1200000
9 NO DOLLAR LOSS 1605 46. 2 1 1 2

TOTAL 3474 100. 0 21 50 13 26806324



N F R AGE ' 14

3ASE-REP0RT 18 
SUMMARY OF FIRES BY ELEMENT 

FOR TYPE OF SITUATION FOUND AND/OR FIXED PROPERTY USE

STATE- ALL

REPORT PERIOD - 01-01-86 THRU 12-31-86 

COUNTY- ALL FIRE DEPARTMENT- ALL

S T R U C T U R E  F I R E S

COMPUTER RUN DATE - 04-02-87

FOID - ALL

TOTAL STRUCTURE FIRES BY
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE....

UNKNOWN
a OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 

IN RM OF FIRE/OPERATED 
a OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 

NOT IN ROOM/OPERATED 
a OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 

IN ROOM/NOT OPERATED 
a OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 

NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT 
a OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 

IN ROOM/FIRE TOO SMALL 
a OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 

NO DETECTORS PRESENT 
a OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 

OTHER
# OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL

** COLUMN TOTALS *«

am am

PUBLIC e d u2a - INSTITU­
FIXED PROPERTY USE 
RESIDEN- STORE BAS INDS MANUFAC­

NCLASS- ASSEMBLY TIONAL TIONAL TIAL OFFICE UTILITY TURING STORAGE SPECIAL
FI ED PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY DEFENSE PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY TOTAI

614 761 217 327 18593 933 189 512 1217 682 24045
46. 83 21 .73 17.90 17.56 2c.. 83 18. 60 19. 48 18.53 15.40 20. 35 21 . 99

60 179 183 571 6642 247 34 276 47 2. 8261
4.57 5. 1 1 15.09 30. 66 8.15 4. 92 3. 50 S. 98 . 59 . 65 7. 55

36 82 50 153 5763 1 19 8 54 59 23 6347
2. 74 2.34 4. 12 8.21 7.07 2. 37 . 82 1 .95 .74 .68 5. 80

14 79 48 96 2776 89 4 40 22 7 3175
1 .06 2.25 3. 96 5. 15 3. 40 1 .77 .41 1 . 44 . 27 .20 2. 90

25 114 71 87 4635 102 1 1 58 51 17 5171
1 .90 3.25 5.85 4. 67 5.69 2. 03 1.13 2.09 . 64 . 50 4. 73

10 138 61 249 2623 122 89 41 1 1 3344
.76 3. 94 5.03 13. 37 3.22 2.43 3.22 .51 .32 3.05

538 21 19 568 355 39271 3345 714 1703 6414 2555 57582
41 . 03 60. 52 46. 86 19.06 48. 22 66. 69 73. 60 61 .63 81.16 76.26 52.67

14 29 14 24 1 128 58 10 31 51 33 1392
1 . 06 . 82 1.15 1 . 28 1 . 38 1.15 1 .03 1.12 .64 . 98 1 .27

1311 3501 1212 1862 81431 5015 970 2763 7902 3350 109317
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STATE- ALL

N r\
AGE 55

TALLY-REPORT 22 

LISTING OF ALL FIRE ELEMENTS BY FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE
REPORT PERIOD - 01-01-86 THRU 12-31-86 COMPUTER RUN DATE - 04-02-87

COUNTY- ALL FIRE DEPARTMENT- ALL F D ID  -  A L L

FIRE I NCI DEN' ELEMENTS NUMBER PERCENTAGE NUMBER 
OF OF SERVICE

INCIDENTS TOTAL INJURIES

NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER
CIVILIAN SERVICE CIVILIAN
INJURIES DEATHS DEATHS

DOLLAR
LOSS

EXTENT OF SMOKE DAMAGE
0 UNKNOWN
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

CONFINED OBJECT ORIGIN 
CONFIND PART RM ORIGIN 
COMF1ND ROOM OF ORIGIN 
CONF FIRE-RATED COMPAR 
CONFIND FLOOR ORIGIN 
CONFIND BLDG ORIGIN 
EXTENDED BEYOND BLDG 
NOT A STRUCTURE FIRE 
MO DAMAGE 
INVALID CODE 
BLANK

TOTAL

42782 
14210 
9416 
9407 
1610 
7415 

33260 
61 78 
9714 

20012 
50

178115 
332169

12.8
4 . 2  
2. 8  
2 . 8
. 4

2.2 
1 0 . 0
1 . 8 
2.9 
6.0

53 . 6 
100. 0

203 
61 
72 
83 
33 

207 
2294 
638 
26 

21 1

605
4433

1 74 
138 
233 
330 
157 
506 
1920 
292 
25 

318

931
5024

1
2
3

52 
16 
8 
13 
1 3 
51 

506 
90 
3 

39

1 92 
983

53138657 
22694844 
12951517 
18675054 
7870630 

50961610 
1506248565 
174493004 
3142125 

165164523 
6024 

743052472 
2758400333

DETECTOR PERFORMANCE
0 UNKNOWN 55456 16,6 807 661 1 226 467060594
1 IN RM OF FIRE/OPERATED 8289 2.4 271 368 38 89820560
2 NOT IN ROOM/OPERATED 6378 1 . 9 244 303 38 53799387
3 IN ROOM/NOT OPERATED 3189 . 9 90 225 . 2 10512747
4 NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT 5223 1 . 5 142 196 1 30 22622350
5 IN ROOM/FIRE TOO SMALL 3392 1 . 0 15 50 2 3036722
8 NO DETECTORS PRESENT 65451 19. 7 2205 2127 4 441 1341581026
9 OTHER 1977 . 5 39 56 2 1 3 17134493

INVALID CODE 109 1 2 265279
BLANK 182705 55. 0 619 956 1 183 744551175

TOTAL 332169 100. 0 4433 5024 9 983 2758400333
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WE'»/S PSOPi

No smoke alarms in fatal fire; landlord jailed, fined
A landlord lias been sentenced to 90 days in jail for failing 
to install smoke alarms in n home in South St. Louis 
where a 4-year-old boy was killed in a tire.

judge Christopher Smith of the St. Louis Municipal 
Court ordered the landlord. Richard Lewis of Kirkwood, 
Mo., to bring his wife to court so that the judge could give 
her the same sentence, said Vincent Sabella, housing court 
coordinator for St. Louis. Lewis's wife. Sharon Lewis, also 
is an owner of the house. Sabella said.

Smith also fined Richard Lewis S500 and indicated that 
he would impose the same fine on Sharon Lewis.

The fine and jail term are the maximum allowed by the 
ordinance requiring smoke alarms in city dwellings.

On November 14. Jacob Daniel Wiley was killed in a fire 
at the house. Fire fighters found the boy unconscious and 
wedged into a closet in the front room.

The boy's mother. Patty Wiley. 27, told authorities that 
she had scolded Jacob earlier in the day for sticking pieces 
of paper into a space heater.

(St. Louis Post-Dispatch. January 9, 1987)

Ho eless burning
BOSTON (ALI—The death of a homeless man whose 
clothes caught fire in his makeshift shelter graphically il­
lustrates the giowing problem of homelessness in Ameri­
can cities, said Mayor Raymond L. Flynn, who knew the 
victim.

John Griffin, 55, known in the South Boston neighbor­
hood as "Dukey," was a Navy veteran and welfare recip i­
ent who walked the beach along Dorchester Bay for the 
past 2'/; years, according to Flynn and Police Superin ten ­
dent Paul Evans.

One Saturday night, he crawled under a cement stair­
case behind a city bathhouse and covered the opening 
with planks. Evans said it war unclear whether Griffin 
built a fire to keep warm in the 33 degree weather, or if it 
was‘ a cigarette that ignited his clothes.

Griffin apparently tried to crawl 40 feet to the bay. but 
collapsed. His body was found about halfway between the 
bathhouse and the water. Evans said. Cigarette butts and 
empty vodka bottles were found strewn behind the bath­
house.

The Midland Syn-Tech Challenge...
In 1982 some people simply didn't 
believe the Midland Syn-Tech"' 
synthesized two-way radio: That it 
had more capability’ than existing 
radios, was field programmable, 
yet cost less than anything com­
parable. We said, "Match it against 
any other radio!'

Some pretty tough customers accepted ourchal- 
lengc. They compared capability and specs. Ran 
side-by-side field tests with other radios. Put mem 
on shake tables. Compared price. Then they 
bought ours and put them to work.

Here at last was an affordable high-capability 
radio, that could be tailored to the user's exact 

needs by their own maintenance op­
eration or local two-way dealer. And 
reprogrammed if needs changed. 
Up to 80 channels. Channel scan­
ning. Choice of priority and scan 
mode CTCSS and DCS squelch. 
DTMF. Wideband options and

In 1982, it took guts to switch 
radio brands. Now you just have 
to look at the track record. Since 
1982 Syn-Tech radios have aver­
aged fewer than !"o "infant mortal­
ity" failures, and life test results 
correspond to a unit availability of 
belter than 99% on a normal annual 
operational schedule.

has made 
believers out of...
Today, there are over 100 Syn-Tech models- 
including the new Syn-Tech portables-plus many 
other new Midland LMR mobiles, portables, and 
repeaters. We think a considered comparison will 
convince you there's still no better value.

We challenge comparison. Give us a call.

“Operational flexibility*
"The large channel capacity, 
plus the ability to reprogram 
the Syn-Tech quickly, means 
I can operate anyv* here in or 
out of my service temtory on 
an instant's notice-

Harold M. Ijube 
Pubbc Ir fo r r T u n o o  CXScer 

Kanu* City M O Fur Department

A A I D  L A N  D | | I'M
L A N D  M O O I L C  O A O IO  i J U j J U l l

1-800/MIDLAND
In Musoun: 616 241 8500
Ask for Ext. 1690

In Canada A. C  Stmmoods & Sons. Lid

some pretty 
tough customers!
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1-  HB 2 8 2 :  AM ACT R E L A T I N G  TO SMOKE D E T E C T I O N  D E V I C E S

2 .  SB 2 6 6 :  AN ACT R E L A T I N G  TO SMOKE D E T E C T I O N  D E V I C E S

3 .  1986 F I R E  L O S S  ANAL  . ' SIS

A.  P O S I T I O N  PAPER,  DEPARTMENT OF P U B L I C  S A F E T Y

5 .  L E T T E R  FROM R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  HUDSON TO R E P R E S E N T A T I V E
ULMER,  DATED A F R I L  2 3 ,  193 7

6 .  STAT EME NT  FROM STEPHEN SHOWS,  P R E S I D E N T ,  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
C O N F E R N E C E  OF B U I L D I N G  O F F I C I A L S ,  A L A S K A  S O U THEA S T
CHAPTER

7 .  L E T T E R  FROM ST E PHE N SHOWS TO GOVERNOR C O N F E R , DATED
MARCH 3 0 .  1987

8 .  S T A T E  OF A L A S KA ,  D I V I S I O N  OF F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N ,  S P R I N G
E D I T I O N ,  PAGE 16

9 .  1985 ANNUAL REPORT,  D I V I S I O  OF F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N ,
DEPARTMENT OF P U B L I C  S A F E T Y

10.  AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5 .  SMOKE D E T E C T I O N  D E V I C E S

F I S C A L  MOTE
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Introduced: 4/17/87
Referred: State Affairs and
Health, Educution & Social Services

IN TH E  H OUSE BY HUDSON AN D  GR U E N B E R G

V j  HOUSE BILL NO. 282 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA 

FIF TE E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  re l ating to simke detection devices."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.70.095 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.70.095. SMOKE D E T E C T I O N  DEVICES. Smoke d e t e c t i o n  d e­

vices shall be ins t a l l e d and m a i n t a i n e d  in all dwelling [LIVING] units 

[BUILT, MANUFACTURED O R  SOLD] in the state. The devices shall be of a 

type and deployed in a m a n n e r  a pp r o v e d  by the state fire marshal.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.70.095 is amended by adding n e w  subsections to read:

(b) In a d w e l l i n g  uni t  o c c u p i e d u n d e r  the terms of a rental 

agreement or under a m o n t h - t o - m o n t h  tenancy, the landlord shall 

provide the smoke d e t e c t i o n  devices and the tenant shall m a i n t a i n  the 

devices.  ̂ /  V D

(c) In this section, " d w elling unit," "landlord," "rental agree- 

meat," and "tenant" h a v e  the m e a ni n g s  given in /̂ S 34.03.360'.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
(7)
D a t e  r e f e r r e d :  4/ 17/87 F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :  H E S S

: v/; •

D A T E : S  ' / / "

T h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ___________________C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  H B  282

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s . "

RECOMMENDS: /-

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  C S  H  &  i S A )t h 6  —  U t l e
. . . .  . . . . [ 1 a n e w  t i t l e

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )  L 1 ----

y
d o  p a s s  

d o  n o t  p a s s  

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e C o m m i t t e e

ADOPTS: [ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

ATTACHES HEW F I S C A L  N O T E ( S ) : 

[ ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t

z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

)

SIGNING DO PASS:

[ ] s a m e  a s  p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e

p u b l i s h e d  ___________________________

[ ] s a m e  a s  p r e v i o u s  z e r o  f i s c a l

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d ___________________

SIGHING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

/L rfh r̂

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n a t u r e



International Conference of Building Official*™
Alaska Southeast Chapter

B u i l di n g  and Fir e  S a f e t y  

M a r c h  3 0 , 1 3 5 7

G o v e r n o r  Steve Co w p e r 

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

G o a r  G o v e r n o r  Cowper,

T h e  A l a s k a  C h a pters of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o nference cf B u i l d i n g  

O f f i c i a l s  are c o m p o s e d  of d e d i c a t e d  and orair.ed c a r e e r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in the f i e l d s  of lif e a n d  p r o p e r t y  safety. C u r  

m e m b e r s n i p  repr e s e n t s every m a j o r  m u n i c i p a l i t y , several F e d er a l  and 

S tate agencies, a n d  p r i v at e  s e c t o r  d e s i g n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  ir. Alaska.  

We r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  s u p po r t  of t h r e e  

p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  we s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t o  be in th e  best i n t e r e s t  of 

a l l  A l a skans.

1. In D e ce m b e r  .1334 the A l a s k a  T a s k  F o r c e  on Fire P r e v e n t i o n

c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  A l a s k a  has the h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  fire d e a t h  p e r  c a p i t a  

in the w e s t e r n  world. We w o u l d  l i k e  to h a v e  you in t r o d u c e  an 

a m e n d m e n t  to A S  1 3 . 7 C . 0 95  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of

s n o k e de t e c t o r s  in all d w e l l i n g  units. T h i s  ac t i on  w o u l d  p r o d u c e

th e  g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  sa v i n g  l i v e s  u n d e r  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  

te c h n o l o gy .  The f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t  o f  this a c t i o n  or. bot h  r u r a l and 

u r b a n  c i t i z e n s  w o u l d  be negligible.

In a d d i t i o n ,  f u n d i n g  for  the S ta t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  

h e l p  th e  efforts of t h os e  wh o  s e r v e  in t h i s  S t a t e  as f i r e f i g h t e rs ,  

fir e chi e f s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  c ode o f f i c i a l s .

2. Du ri n g  the u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  boom o f  the e a r l y  

eightie.' cities a n d  boroughs l e a r n e d  tha t  in c r e a s e d e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  

r'w.m' cion o c c u r r e d  w h e n  r e l a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  wer e c o n s o l i d a t e d

ne-stop p e r m i t  d e p a r t m e n t s " .  T h e y  were a l s o  f a r  less

t  ’penc-L/e to admini s t e r .  T h e  c o n c e n s u s  c f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  

industry, f rom our per s p e c t iv e ,  is t h a t  it w o u l d  be t i m e l y  f o r  t h e  

S t a t e  to a d o p t  a s i mi l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  n e w  t h a t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  has c o o l e d  down.

S m a l l e r  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  t a k e n  the i n i t i a l  s t e p s  to 

r e g u l a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  b o u n d ar i e s  o f t e n  n e e d  

c o n t i n u e d  a s s i s t a n c e  fro m  the S tate b e c a u s e  o f  staff lim i ta t i o n s . 

Th e  D e p a r t m e n t s  of P u b l i c  Safety, La b o r , E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

a n d  o t h e r s  o f t e n  c o m p l e m e n t  the l oc a l  staff. W e  fear th a t  f u n d i n g  

cut s m a y  erode the c u r r e n t  l evel of servi c e .

M o s t  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  some d e g r e e  of fire s e r v i c e  

p e r s o nn e l .  I n  addition, l a r g e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  u s u a l l y  p r o v i d e  s o m e  

l e v e l o f  b u i l d i n g  i n s p e c t i o n  s e r v i c es .  As a n  i n t e g r a t e d  e x t e n s i o n  

of a S t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  g o v e r n i n g  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  and b u i l d i n g  

safety, the S tate could m a i n t a i n  a s t r o n g  c o m m i t t m e n t  to h e l p  t r a i n



t h e B e local g o v e r n m e n t  of f i c i a l s  to d e l iv e r  s e r v ic e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  

j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  ThiE w o u l d  s a v e  the State r e v e n u e  an d  a l s o  i n c r e a s e  

s e r v i c e s  a t  the local level. In m o s t  cases d i s p u t e s  o r  q u e s t i o n s  

c o u l d  be r e so l v e d  l o c a l l y  w i t h  a t e l e p h o n e  call o r  a n  a p p e a l  

h e a r i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  by p u r c h a s i n g  a p l a n e  t ic k e t  and s e n d i n g  a 

S t a t e  i n s p e c t o r  o u t  i nto the field. C u r r e n t l y  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  S t a t e  

i n s p e c t o r s  m us t  u s u a l l y  be r e s o l v e d  in c i v i l  court.

I t  j ust c a k e s  g ood sense to prom o t e  State goals by h a v i n g  t h e m  

s u p p o r t e d  and r e i n f o r c e d  a t  the l o c a l  level. We s u p p o r t  

c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of S tate b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  o n e  d e p a r t m e nt .

3. We urg e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  fo r  a d o p t i o n ' c f  t h e  13L3 U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  

Co d e  (UPC), w i t h o u t  amend m e n t .  The o b j e c t i o n s  zc th e  UP C  by t h e  

p l u m b e r s  u n i o n  a r e  no core zhar. t r a d i t i o n a l  " f e a z n e r  be doing". Tr.e 

p l a s t i c  pipes in d i s p u t e  hav e  been used in t h o u s a n d s  of b u i l d i n g s  

a n d  f o r  m any y e a r s  in A l a s k a  w i t h  no p r o b l e m s  of fir e  safety, w a t e r  

q u a l i t y ,  s a n i t a t i o n  or m e c h a n i c a l  durabi l i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to le w 

cost, p l a s t i c  p i pe s  h ave m a n y  o t h e r a d v a n t a g e s  in col d  cli m a t es .

W e  w e r e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  the  Stat e ' s  di s m i s sa l  o f  case f?dFA-53-1077 

a g a i n s t  Fairbanks. The c o u r t  h e l d  that A r t i c l e  X, S e c t i o n  II o f  th e 

A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p e r m i t s  local g o v e r n m e n t s  to a d o p t  a n d  e n f o r c e  

n e w e r  e d i t i o n s  of th e  UP C  thar the State. R e c e n t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  w i t h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  S a m p s o n  i n d i c a t e s  his r e l u c t a n c e  zo 

r e s p e c t  t hat d e c i s i o n  in t h e  o ther d i s t r i c t s  in Alaska. V.'e 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a z  y o u r  off i c e  e x p l a i n  to us a n y  c o m p e l l i n g  

i n t e r e s t  the S t a t e  c a y  h a v e  in p ur s u i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r  b e y o n d  a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  c f  f i r e  and b ui l d i n g  safety i s s u e s  by o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  

a n d  the court. P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  the time a n a  e x p e n s e  i n v o l v e d  fo r  

b o t h  s i d e s  to l i t i g a t e  this m a t t e r  further.

Th e  S tare Fire M a r s h a l  c u r r e n t l y  defers t h e i r  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h o  ha v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n  a b i l i t y  t o  e n f o r c e  the 

f i r e  s a f e t y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the codes. This s a v e s  the Staze m o n e y  a n d  

a v o i d s  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  se rvices. We request t h a t  y o u  r e v i e w  t h i s  

p o l i c y  w i t h  your C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  L a b o r  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  w i t h i n  

al l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  a d o p t e d  and c u r r e n t l y  e n f o r c e  n e w e r  

v e r s i o n s  o f  the UPC.

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to these matte r s .  We a p p r e c i a z e  the 

o p p o r t u n i t y  to hel p  resv-xve a n y  a r e a E  of c o n f l i c t  t h a t  ma y  e x i s t  

a n d  l o c k  f o r w a r d  to c o o p e r a t i n g  wit h  y o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in a 

p o s i t i v e  m a n n e r  to p r o m o t e  s a f e t y  related i s s u e s  in Alaska.

S i n c e r e l y.0

sphen 0. S hows 
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HOME FIRES K I L L  4,885 in 1985 

Fire C h i e f  Ma ga z i n e  

O c t o b e r  1986

Fire deaths in U.S. homes inc rea sed  

19.8% in 1985 o v e r  the previ ous  year, 

according to a r e p o r t  f r o m  the National 

Fire Protection A s s o c i a t i o n  (NFPA).

The report, " F i r e  Loss in the United 

Stat es During 1 9 8 5 " ,  stated in 1985, 

4 ,885 people died  i n  home fires co mpared 

to 4,075 in 1 9 8 4 .  A total of 6,185 

civilian deaths ( n o n  fire fighters) were  

reported, an i n c r e a s e  of 18% ove r 1984.

According to a 1 9 8 5  Lou Harris poll, 

near ly 75% of all U.S. homes have at 

least one s m o k e  detector, h o w eve r 

studies have s u g g e s t e d  that nearly 

one-third of the i n s t a l l e d  smoke d e t e c­

tors are i n o p e r a t i v e  due to dea d b a t­

teries of faulty d e t e c t i o n  me cha nisms. 

F u r t h e r studies i n d i c a t e  tha t the 

m a j o r i t y  of home f i r e s  o ccur in homes 

w i t h o u t  smoke d e t e c t o r s .

In 1985 a total o f  2 , 3 71, 000  fires in 

the U.S. were r e c o r d e d ,  a cco u n t i ng  for 

m o r e  than $7,324 b i l l i o n  in pr ope rty  

losses, up 9.2% o v e r  1984. Als o r e p o r t­

ed wer e 825 fire f a t a l i t i e s  in road, 

wa ter , and air v e h i c l e s ,  an increase of 

30% over 1984. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  770 of

these fire deaths o ccu rr ed  in road 

vehicles on U.S. h i g h w a y s .

In 1985, 122 f i r e  f i g h t e r s  died in the

line of duty. T h i s  represe nts  a 3.4%

increase over 1984.

According to Dr. J o h n  R. Hall, Jr., 

d ir e c to r of fire a n a l y s i s  at NFPA, home 

fire deaths are s t i l l  down 1 8.8% from 

1978. However, r e t u r n  to the fire 

death levels of 1982 a n d  1983 may  signal 

the U.S. has " r e a c h e d  a plateau in

r ed ucing fire d e a t h s " .

As in a n y  home, smoke d e t e c to rs  should 

be i n s t a l l e d  on each 1 iving l e v e l . They 

should be  i n s t a l l e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  as 

directed b y  the m an u fa c t u r e r ,  and in 

good w o r k i n g  order.

S i n g l e - F a m i l y  Dw el li n g ,  South 

Carolina, J a n u a r y  30, 1983. Electric 

heater too  c l o s e  to c o m b us t i b l e s ;  two 

killed.

This f i r e  in a s i ng l e- st o r y  dwelling 

of w o o d - f r a m e  c o n st ru c t i o n  start ed in 

the living r o o m  when  an e le c t r i c  space 

heater on t o p  of a cof fee  t able ignited 

books and n e w s p a p e r s  also locat ed on the 
table.

A ne igh bor  t e l e p h o n e d  th.? fire d e p a r t­

ment at 4 : 3 0  am. F -! 'e fig h t e rs  a t t e m p t­

ed to r e s c u e  the two o c c u p an ts  w hil e 

battling t h e  fire, but w e r e  u n ab le  to 

reach them i n i t i a l l y  due to the incense 

heat and f i r e .  Both m a l e  vi ctims, ages 

21 ana 19, w e r e  found in the living 

room, where b o t h  had s u cc umb ed to smoke 

inhalation.

Officials s a i d  that one v i c t i m  had 

fallen a s l e e p  on the c ouch w h i l e  the

other was s l e e p i n g  in a back bedroom. 

They believe t h a t  the l at t e r  a w o k e  and

was overcome b y  smoke w h i l e  try i n g to

rescue his s l e e p i n g  friend on the couch.

Officials b e l i e v e  that if smoke

SMOKE DETECTORS

detectors h a d  b e e n installed, t h e s e  two

deaths could h a v e been preven ted . The

fire had a h e a d  start of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
lb to 20 m i n u t e s because the n e i g h b o r

who discovered t h e  fire had no t e le p h o n e

and had to m a k e  
. 11"‘ _

the call at a no t h e r

Damage f r o m  t h i s  fire was e s t i m a t e d  at 
$55,000.

IN ALASKA, HOME F I R E S  KILL 26 in 1985

Ou t of the 26 h o m e  f i r e  deaths there 

were no known o p e r a t i n g  SM OKE  DETECTORS.

Nine of the 26 h o m e  fire deaths had 

inoperative SMOKE D E T E C T O R S .
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1981 - 1985 C O M P A R I S O N S

1 9 8 1 1 9 8 2 1 9 8 3 1 9 8 4 1 9 8 5

C i v i l i a n  F i r e  D e a t h s 2 8 1 6 2 7 3 5 2 9

D e a t h s / M i l l i o n  Pop. 64. 3 34. 7 54. 5 66. 9 54. 2

C i v i l i a n  I n j u r i e s 84 6 2 7 0 6 3 7 0

F i r e f i g h t e r  I n j u r i e s 46 2 8 4 2 3 6 3 7

N u m b e r  o f  F i r e s 3 , 1 1 9 3, 1 0 9 3, 21 4 3, 6 8 0 3, 4 7 5

T o t a l  C a l l s 7, 7 7 7 1 0 , 5 2 7 1 4, 0 3 5 14, 8 7 6 1 4 , 8 1 3

$ L o s s e s  ( i n  m i l l i o n s ) $4 0 .  6 $ 4 2 .  6 $ 7 2 .  8 $3 4 .  5 $ 3 8 .  3

$ L o s s  p e r  c a p i t a $ 9 3 . 2 9 $ 9 2 . 4 4 $1 46. 9 8 $ 6 5 .  9 5 $72. 56

F I R E  D E A T H S

O n c e  a g a i n ,  A l a s k a  l e a d s  t h e  N a t i o n  i n  d e a t h s  b y  f i r e ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  

• n u m b e r  o f  f a t a l i t i e s  p e r  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n .  O f  t h e  2 9  w h o  d i e d ,  2 7  

w e r e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  e i t h e r  s i n g l e  o r  m u l t i - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s .

■s
1 7  w e r e  m a l e s ,  1 2  f e m a l e s .  1 0  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  9. ,T h e

c o n t i n u e d  n e e d  t o  i n s t a l l  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  i s  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e s e  l o s s e s .

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f i r e  d e a t h s  w o u l d  b e  i n c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n i n g  

t h e  r a t e s .  F a i r b a n k s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  t h e  h i g h e s t  u r b a n  

f i r e  d e a t h  r a t e  d u r i n g  1 9 8 5 ,  w i t h  1 4 8  d e a t h s  p e r  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

c o m p a r e d  t o  A n c h o r a g e ,  w h i c h  w a s  32. S i m i l a r  c o m p a r i s o n s  s h o w  

N a k n e k ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  h a v e  a f i r e  d e a t h  r a t e  p e r  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  

d u r i n g  1 9 8 5 ,  o f  3 , 3 3 3 .  S m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  s u c h  a s  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m u s t  

b e  l o c k e d  a t  o v e r  a l o n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  a s  t h e  r e a l  p i c t u r e  i s  

b i a s e d  b y  t h e i r  s i z e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .

T a b l e  No. 1 i n  t h e  a p p e n d i c e s  l i s t s  t h e  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a  s i n c e  

1 9 7 9  b y  l o c a t i o n .  L o c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  u r g e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e i r

f a t a l i t y  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
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D E T E C T O R  A N D  S P R I N K L E R  P E R F O R M A N C E

HOME 
WITHOUT ONE!

D e t e c t o r s  o p e r a t e d  i n  2 4 9 ,  o r  1 5 . 5 %  

o f  a l l  s t r u c t u r e  f i r e s .  O f  t h e  

1 , 1 8 7  f i r e s  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  n o  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  

p r e s e n t  i n  5 8 $  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s .

A u t o m a t i c  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  o p e r a t e d  

i n  16  f i r e s ,  o r  1 $  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s .  

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  

a l l  n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  ( s i n g l e  o r  t w o -  

f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s )  p r o p e r t i e s .

S t u d i e s  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  h o m e  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  c o u l d  s a v e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

l i v e s  a n d  p r e v e n t  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n  p r o p e r t y  l o s s .

N e w  t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  m a d e  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  m u c h  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  f o r  

r e s i d e n t i a l  use. S p r i n k l e r  h e a d s  a r e  s m a l l e r ,  m o r e  e s t h e t i c a l l y  

d e s i g n e d  a n d  r e a c t  a t  l o w e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  t h a n  n o n v e n t i  a n a l

i n d u s t r i a l  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  c o s t s  a n d

w a t e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  m i n i m a l .  F o r  h o m e  b u i l d e r s ,  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  

a r e  a l o w - c o s t  s a f e t y  o p t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  a t t r a c t  b u y e r s ,  a n d  t h e  

t r a d e - o f f s  b e t w e e n  s p r i n k l e r s  a n d  c o d e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c a n  m e a n  l o w e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  o r  m o r e  u n i t s  p e r  a r e a .  F o r  h o m e o w n e r s ,  t h e  

a d v a n t a g e s  o f  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  i n c l u d e  a s a f e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e  

f a m i l y ,  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  f a m i l y  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  a n d  

p o t e n t i a l l y  l o w e r  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .

T h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a m o v e m e n t  i n  A l a s k a  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

o f  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m - ,  i n  d w e l l i n g s .  A n y  s u c c e s s  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  

s e e  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  l o s s e s .



* STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
FISCAL NOTE

Bill Version : HB 282_____________ i
R E Q U E S T : Publish Date : _______________

" f c t relating to smoke detect!on ^ r p v p n i J n n ^ ' 0^
devices^

  —   -  —  -

Spo n so r: . Rq d . .Hudson ;  Components
Requestor: House  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

EX I \ .N D IT U R E S /R E  V EN U ES : (Thousands of Dollars)
OPER A T IN G FY  87 FY  88 F Y  89 FY  90 FY  91 FY  92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES
EQUIPMENT
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