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Dendhkanaaga

201 First Ave., Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone (907) 452-8251 Ext. 289

August 31, 1984

The Honorable Fran Ulmer

1700 Angus Wav

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Ulmer:

Attached 1s a copy of Resolution 87-01 passed at the Denakkanaaga®, Inc.
Elders Conference, held June 2-4, 1987 in Northway, Alaska. There were
about 300 elders and youth that attended this conference.

We believe tiiis resolution speaks clearly how the Elders feel about the
Second stanza of the "Alaska Flag Song".

We are asking for your support on behalf of the Athabascan Elders.

Sincerely,

Don Lee
Executive Director

DL/as
Attachment



A Resolution to Support the Second
Stanza of the Alaska Flap Soup:

Resolution 437-01

WHEREAS, Denakkanaaga' Inc. represents all the

Athabascan region, and

WHEREAS, the term "Natives" means anybody bor

country or state, and
WHEREAS, the second stanza would pay homage to A

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Denakkanaa
the proposal of adding the second stam

Flag Seng to honor all Native Alaskans.

I hereby certify that this resolution was dul
Denakkanaaga’ Inc. Board of Directors on Jk

Northway, Aiaska.

Secretary/Tre
Denakkanaaga:

6/87-70.4



Office of Development

University of Alaska Foundation
sydcv

March 19, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
Pouch V, MS 3100
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

This letter i1s to confirm in writing what University of
Alaska Foundation President Paul Meyerhoff has already
communicated to you concerning the Alaska Flag Song.

On March 18, 1987, the Executive Board of the
University of Alaska Foundation passed the following motion:

PASSED

"The Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees of
the University Foundation accepts the addition of the
proposed new verse to the song "Alaska"s Flag" as
described in Legislation currently before the Alaska
State Legislature 1in House Bill 117. This action has
the effect of combining the two copyrighted verses
currently owned by the Foundation into a single song
which will be designated by the Alaska Legislature as
the official song of the state entitled "Alaska's
Flag." Should the proposed or similar legislation not
be passed, this action will be null and void. This
action effective March 18, 1987."

I hopj this clarifies the Foundation®s position
concerning the proposed new verse. IfT you have any
questions, please let me know. I wish you success in
achieving passage of HB 117.

Sincerely,
Sc
Acting Executive Director

ST/bjg
cc: Paul Meyerhoff
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Cor%g[fovérsy flaps over idea for new words to flag song

By The Associated Press

A proposal toadd a second verse to the Alaska Flag Song
- inpart Johonor thememory of Benny Benson of Seward -
isdrawing criticisn from some old-timers.

The addition would pay homage to Alaska Natives and
their contributions to statehood. The idea was approved”™y
the House of Representatives and awaits action tyr the
Senate nextyear.

The first lire of the new verse honors the late Benny Ben—
am, a Native who desiigned the Alaska Flag in 1926when he
was a boy of 13, said the song s composer .

""People get pretty sentimental about things thatare im—
portant to them. They e asking for trawble if they try to
change the song,” said Mike Dalton, a spokeswoman for
Auxiliary No. 8, Pioneers of Alaska inFairbanks. The aux—
iliary wrote a letter recently t all 60 legislators asking
them tovote against the proposal .

But backers claim that Natives have at least as much
right to be mentioned in the official state song as “‘sour—
doughs,” the fabled 19th-century miners and trappers
mentioned inthesong sone official verse.

“1think its very sad” that some Alaskans would oppose
an additional verse mentioning Natives, said Richard Stitt,
president of the Alaska Native Brotherhood, one of the
groups supporting the addition.

The new verse was penned by 9%6-year-old Carol Berry
Davis, awell-known poet from Juneau. The controversy “is
an awful lot of fuss about nothing inmy opinion,” Davis
saidTuesday.

Her verse goes like this:

ANative lad chose the dipper’sstars

for Alaska's Flag that there be no bars

among our culture. Be itknown

through ?/earsthe Natives' past has grow i

to share [ife's treasures, hand in hand,

to keep Alaska our Great Land;

we love the northern, midnightsky,

the mountains, lakes, and streams nearby.

The great North Star with its steady light

will guide all cultures, clear and briglit.

With nature s flag to Alaskans dear,
Mhesimple fin* of the last frontier.

Inits letter to legislators, theFairbanks groupwrote:

“Our Alaska flag song is precious and beautiful in itsl
current form. It isnow somoving and touchingly Alaskan)
that some ofus believe itapproaches sactity.

“We ask: Why tamper with an already beautiful com-I
position that is held in such respect? To alter the official!
state song by adding another verse (which salutes only one8
ethnic group out of many ethnic gorups inour great state) [
violates thesong sserenity,” the lettersaid.

"This isn’ta racist thing,” Dalton said. “Butwe figured|
somebody would raise that isse.”

Stitt, infact, said he feltthere may be a bitof that involv-S
ed. “I guess legal equality doesn’tnecessarily mean truej
equality,” he said.

State Rep. Fran Ulmer, D-Juneau, who sponsored thel
legislation, said she didn“tunderstand how opponents could!
argue that the new verse favors a particular “etimicf
group.”

"That’ ridiculous. The song doesn’tmention Tlirgits, or]
Es_léimos, or any other particular (Native) group,” shej
said.
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lends Friday, but that doesn’tmean
nothing for kids to do this summer,

community schools sessions and

r soorts offer activities t meet a
nge of inteyests.

ifthe weather doesn’tlook favorable
door swimming thissummer, Kidscan

,the Kenai and Soldotna High School
this summer during open and lap
,or by takingswimming lessons,

session of swimming lessons lests

ks, and costs $0per session. Lessons
"-tiinp a jurc 2. .hly 6. July 20and

grams will be offered in SoHis Pre-School
Room from 9 t Il a.m. Monday through
Thursdays in two-week sessions. The last
session ends Aug. 6. Fees are $30 for one
child per session, $25 for the second child *nd
$20 for the third child inthe same family.

The Sunshiine Recreation Elementary Day
Camp is also offered in two-week sessions
beginning June 15 at SoHi. The day camp
hours are 1 10 4:50 p.m., and activities in—
clude arts and aafts, music and drama,
nature and sports. Fees range from $40 to$0
a child per session, depending on the number
ofchildren inthe fami ly registered.

For the first time, a summer recreation



Ak. flag so Ig deba

Complaints voiced by a Fair—
banks auxiliary of the Pioneers of
Alaska againsta proposed second
verse forthe Alaska Flag Song are
drawing reither the support, nor
interest, of the organizations state
president.

“I' not very concerned about
it,” said Amold “Swede” Wasvick,
president of the grand council of
the Pioneers of Alaska. "'l don"t
have any opinion on It.”

In the just completed legislative
session the Alaska House of
Representatives approved a hill
whiich would add a second verse to
the state song. The measure
anait.? action by the state senate
in 198.

The new erse, written by
9%6-year-old Carol Berry Davis, a
Juneau peet, praises the contribu—
tin of Alaskan natives in the
state’s development.

But Auxiliary No. 8 of the
pioneers opposes the proposed

He emphasized that
organization has no psitii
song and would take rot
the isslewas brought up
nual convention of theGr
in September .

Although he said he
radio broadcast during wi
Fran Ulmer (D-Juneau)
verse during the legisle
sian, Wasvick repeated t
no opinion on the verse.

In an Associated Pref
the verse” author, Can
Davis, called the Fairba
diary’ opposition “an av
fuss about nothing inmy

Her stanza declares:
A Native lad chose the
stars
for Alaska’s Flag that th
bars
among our culture. Be |
through years the Nath
has grown
o share life’s treasures

verse and wrote tall 60 represen—  hand

tatives asking them to reject it
Declaring, in its letter to the
lawmakers tret, forsome of their
members, the song “'approaches
sanctity," itasked, “Why tamper
with an al ready beautiful composi—
tion that isheld insuch respect?
o alter the official state song by
adding another verse hich
salutes only one ethniic group out
ofmam® ethnicgroups inour great
str ;ies the songs sereni—
Wasvick said the Fairbanks!
auxiliary was speaking s own

L00) kéep Alaska our Grea
we loe the northem,

i%mountains, lakes and

nearby.

The great North Star
steady ligt

will guide al aultures, ¢
bright,

With nature’ flag o

dear

the simple flag of the kst
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iIroup says 2nd verse 'violates sanctity’

elatedPress £1S

A proposal to add a second
rse to the Alaska Flag Song is
awfng criticism from some
d-timers.

The addition would pay hom-
ge to native Alaskans and their
ontributions to statehood. The
dea was approved by the House
)f Representatives and awaits
iction by the Senate next year.

“People get pretty sentimen-
tal about things that are impor-

jtant to them. They’re asking for
jtrouble if they try to change the
Isong,” said Mike Dalton, a spo-
Ikeswoman for Auxiliary No. 8,
JPioneers of Alaska in Fairbanks.
|The auxiliary wrote a letter re-
cently to all 60 legislators asking
jthem to vote against the pro-

posal.

But backers claim that na-
tives have at least as much right
to be mentioned in the official
state song as “sourdoughs,” the
fabled 19th-century miners and
trappers mentioned in the song’s
one official verse.

“1 think it's very sad” that
some Alaskans would oppose an
additional verse mentioning na-
tives, said Richard Stitt, presi-
dent of the Alaska Native Broth-
erhood, one of the groups sup-
porting the addition.

The new verse was penned by
96-year-old Carol Berry Davis, a
well-known poet from Juneau.

“It (the opposition) is an
awful let of fuss about nothing in
my opinion,” Davis said Tues-

day.

Her verse goes like this:

A native lad chose the dipper’s
stars

for Alaska’s Flag that there be
no bars

among our
known

through years the natives’
past has grown

to share life's treasures, hand
in hand,

to keep Alaska our Great
Land;

we love the northern, mid-
night sky,

the mountains,
streams nearby.

The great North Star with its
steady light

will guide all cultures, clear

culture. Be it

lakes, and

and bright,

With nature’s flag to Alaskans
dear,

the simple flag of the last fron-
tier.

In its letter to legislators, the
Fairbanks group wrote:

“Our Alaska flag song is pre-
cious and beautiful in its current
form. It is now so moving and
touchingly Alaskan that some of
us believe it approaches sanctity.

“We ask: Why tamper with an
already beautiful composition
that is held in such respect? To
alter the official state song by ad-
ding another verse (which sa-
lutes only one ethnic group out of
many ethnic gorups in our great
state) violates the song’s seren-
jty,” the letter said.

"““This isn't a racist thing,”

IDalton said. “But we figured
somebody would raise that
lissue.”

Stitt, in fact, said he felt then
Imay be a bit of that involved. "
Iguess legal equality doesn’t re<
lessarily mean true equality,” |
Isaid.

State Rep. Fran Ulm(
ID-Juneau, who sponsored t
legislation, said she didn’t und
Istand how opponents could ar/
Sthat the now verse favors a j
jticular “ethnic group."



scruitment about a month ago
id low-seniority troopers were
*ing encouraged to apply for
lie jobs.

Troopers who qualify for and
:cept the jobs as prisoner trans-
irtation officers “are looking at
cutinsalary,” English said.

Public safety officials have

preparing for budget cuts
several months. In March,
commissioner Jim

said as many as 54 troop-

of all ranks might eventually

laid off.

. said his staff is still
|m| "g the budget passed last
I'eek by legislators in Juneau,

said he expected to know how
hany posi would be cut —
nd where — by the first week in
une.

English said meetings with
[enl and other commanders
|ave been held “to prepare them

ey)the worst.” «

The prisoner transportation
|fficers will act as civil process
srvices, transport prisoners be-
veen courts and jails, guard pri-
mers in court and act as court
jecurity officers. The positions
/il be open in Anchorage,

Palmer, Fairbanks, Juneau and
Kodiak.

The average trooper after one
year on the job makes about
$3,100 a month. A beginning pris-
oner transportation officer will
make about $2,000a month.

BACARDI RUM
GOLD RESERVE
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mer by the Hillside Swim Club.
Klabuncl'e admits to a “ridicu-
lously high” grade point aver-
age: “something like 3.98" but
prefers to avoid the nerd image.
“I've worked really hard to
break that image,” he said.
“Yeah, | am smart. It's tough.
People label you as different.

501-5B12

Offer Expires
May 31. 1987

BENSON & SPENARD
The Every Day Bargain Store'
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pie think of him.

“How do | want to be remem-
bered? | work I hard. | don’t try
to slide my way through things.”

THE GLENLIVET

12 YR OLD
SCOTCH
WHISKEY
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Why a second verse
for “Alaska Flag Song'?

Editor's Note: a copy of the follow-
ing letter to Betty Kjera, secretary of Pio—
neers of Alaska Auxiliary No. 8 in Fair-
banks, was submitted for publication.

Dear Betty:

I have received your letter dated
March 27, in which you dbjected 10
the adoption of the second verse of
the "Alaska Flag Song.”

_lwould Iiketoe>§3 ain toyou why
I introduced HB 117 and why I hope
you will change your decision to op—
pose the hill.

No one loves the flag song any
more than | do. For many years, |
have sung it for groups, meetings,
conventtions, commencements and
even for Gov. Bill Egan’ memorial
service here in Juneau. 1 offer the
second verse out of deep respect for
the first verse and for 1ts ition
of Alaska’s history. | believe the sec—
ond verse complements the first
verse and gives recognition not o
one ethnic group, but t all Alaskans
and their ability to work together in
aunified and harmonious way.

The addition ofa second verse has
been discussed for many yearsnlcjg
various groups. At one time, fu
were inserted into the Houses ver—
sion of the budget to hold a mi"t’st
for selecting a second verse. Ca..’

oneer, is sl contributing o her\
loved state by offering this btautn
verse, a tribute to unity of all Ala

Sk"t";fsm\aixeladmeﬂemn
O Attt teetei

She isTecognizing hi's'tory andou
prog a state:

Years the NAIVeS pes
lifes tressures herdlil
lepAdaarGetLad'

She s focusing our attention oi
the natural beauty of our land anc
reminds us of the treasures of its

"Wigloe tre rotrem nidigt

e

in lde an
- | Sar vith i
i Giceall altes derad
I e fleg o Asiers
elipsinneﬂagoralastm

tier.

It is hard for me to understand
why anyone who has read these
words could object to them. Itisim—
possible for me to understand how
anyone who knows who Carol Beery

Beery Davis was asked to write an— pavis is and the ocontributions she
other verse o the flag song t recod— pas made 1t art, music and litera—
nize the contribution of Native Alas— e in Alaska could obiect to her of—
kans, who were here long before Jlou fering this beautiful gi

or 1, or even the Pioneers. She did o, Why did this legislator propose
and offered itas a gift to the State of {1177 Qut of for a beauti—
Alaska. | was asked 0 support S fy] Alaskan lady who has offered a
adoption and to introduce a bill ©  pegtiful verse to a beautiful song
make it officially recognized by the ahout a great state.

ﬁtale- I did 0, and ithas passed the Sincarely,
ouse..
In order to understand the special ?{?Regﬁa Ulmer

significance of tiis verse, you must
know about Carol Beery Davis, a for-
imer poet laureate of Alaska. She isa
G0-year resident of Juneau. Her hus—
band, Trevor, was born here 94 years
lago and is the only livigmember of
Itre original selection committee for
Ithe design of Alaska’s flag, which se—
lected Benny Bensons North Star
nd Big Dipper (towhom the second
verse refers in lines 1 and 2). Carol
las written dozens of books about
Uaska, including “The Alaska FI
foong” book which is credited wi
helping to make the scng so well-
sown. I have enclosed a co%/ of this
ok. She new personal ly both Elinor
Jtusenbury and Marie Drake, the two
(dmen who decided towrite the son
nd offer it o the state, justas Caro

toore. i
I At age %, Carol, a true Alaska pi—



Why a second verse
for *Alaska Flag Song'?

Editor's Note: A copy of the follow-
ing letter to Betty Kjera, secretary of Pio-
neers of Alaska Auxiliary No. 8 in Fair-
banks, was submitted for publication.

Dear Batty:

I have received your letter dated
March 27, in which you objected to
the adoption of the second verse of
the “Alaska Flag Song."

I would like to explain to you why
I introduced HB 117 and why 1 hope
you will change your decision to op-
pose the billl.

No one loves the flag song any
ft;sre than | do. For many years, |
have it for groups, “méetings,
converttions, scmmencemenfs and
even for Gov. Bill Egan’ memorial
service here in Juneau. - offer the
second verse out of deep respect for
the firstverse and for its iti
of Alaska shistory. 1 believe
ond verse complements the first
verse and gives recognition not to
one elh]icag_ up, but to all Alaskans
and their m@mwork together in
a wnified and. harmonious way .

The addition of a second Verse has
been discussed for many years by
various groups. At one time, funds
were inserted into the Houses ver-
sion of the budget to hold a contest
for selecting a second verse._ Carol
Beery Davis was asked to write a+
ofiier verse 1o the flag song to recog-
nize the contribution of Native Alas-
kans, who were here long before you
or I, oreventhe PioneersShedid so
and offered itas a gift to the State of
Alaska. | was asked to support its
adoption and t introduce a hill
make it officially recognized by the
state. 1did 0, and ithas passed the
House.

_ Inorder tounderstand the special
significance of this verse, you must
know about Carol Beery Davis, a for—
mer poet laureate of Alaska. She isa
60-year resident of Juneau. Her hus—
band, Trevor, was born here 94 years
ago and isthe only livigmember of
the original selection conmittee for
the design of Alaska’s flag, which se—
lected Benny Bensons North Star
and Big Dipper (towhom the second
verse refers in lines 1 and 2). Carol
has written dozens of books about
Alaska, including “The Alaska Fla
Song” book which s credited wi
helping to make the song so well-
oiomn. 1have enclosed a co%/ of this
look. She new personal ly both Elinor
Dusenbury and Marie Drake, the two
vomen who decided towrite the son
md offer.it to the state, justas Caro
lesdore.

At age %, Carol, a true Alaska pi-

oneer, is still contributing to
loved state by offering this t
verse, a tribute to unity of <
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Sincerely,

Rap- Fran uimer

Juneau
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Plan to Add Verse to State Song Oppose

ANCHORAGE (AP) - A proposal ©©
second verse to the Alaska Flag
is drawing criticism from some

addition would pay homage 0
Alaskans and their contributions
ehood. The idea was approved by
House of Representatives and
the Senate nextyear,

“People g pretty sentimental about

things that are important t them,
They re askiing for trouble ifthey try 0
change theesong,"" said Mike Dalton, a
for Auxiliary No. §
Pioneers of Alaska, InFairbanks. The
auxiliary wrote a letter recently to dl
60 legislators asking them to wote

inst the proposal
aggut backeprs clain that natives have
at least as much right to be mentioned
the official state song as “'sour-
” the fabled 19th-catury
miners and trappers mentioned in the
official versp

“l think s very sad" that some
Alaskans would oppose an additional
verse mentioning retives, said Richard
Sttt, president of the Alaska Native

Brotherhood, one of the groups sup—

porting the addition.

The new verse was penned by %-
year-old Carol Berry Davis, a vell-
known poet from Juneau.

“It (the gpposition) isan awful ot of
fuss about nothing in my opinion,”
Davis said Tuesday.

Her verse goes lile this:

A Native lad chose thedippersstars

for Alaskas Flag that there be no
bars

among our aulture. Be itknown

through years the Natives’ past has
grown

 share lifes tressures, hand in
tokeep Alaska our Great Land;
we love the northem, midnightsky,
the mountains, lakes, and streams

nearby. said. "But we Figured somebody would!
The great North Star with its steady raise thatissie.”

light Satt, infact, saidhefelt theremay bel
will guide all cultures, clear and a bit of that involved. "'l guess lecal)
bright, equal ity doesn’tnecessarily mean true)

WithnatureSflagtoAlaskans dear,  equality,” he said. ;
thesimple flagofthe last frotier. State Rep. Fran Ulmer, D-Juneau,l
who sponsored the legislation, said she|
In its letter o legislators, the Fair— didntunderstand how opponents could)
banks group wrote: argue that the new verse fawors a|
“Our Alaska flagsong ispreciousand  particular “ethnic group.’
beautiful in itscurrent form. I is now
so moving and touchingly Alaskan that ~ “That’s ridiculous. The song doesn™t)
some of us kelieve it approaches san— mentlon Tlirgits, or Eskimos, or any!
other particular (\Native) growp," she)
“We ask Why tamper with an said.
already beautiful composition that is
held in such respect? To alter the of—  The first line of the new verse hoors]
ficial state song by adding another the late Benny Benson, a Native wh
designed the Alaska Flag in 19%6when

verse (which salutes only one etinic
group out of many ethnic groups inour he was a boy of 13, composer Davis

great state) violates the song’s said.
serenity,"” the letter said. “Whatwe tryi todous uta little
“ThiEyisn't a rnrict thinot.lt TinHnn -ktofAHtU TE;] 9 P



EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) - The
citizzns of Edmonton had a parade
planned in the event of a Stanley Cup
victory by their beloved Cillers. But the
Philadelphia Flyers rained on it, thanks
1oa hail of assists by Brian Propp.

"Brian has really developed into a
fine playoff performer and he"s
demonstrating that this year,” Flyers
Coach Mike Keenan said afterwatching

gritty keftwing setup all four goals
in Tuesday nights 4-3 victory in the
Stanley Cup firel.

Propp™s four points gave him a team-
leading 27 in the playoffs on 11 goals
and 16 assists, His four assists also tied
a Flyers playoff record shared by three
otrers

On the brink of elimination, the
Flyers battled back twice from two-
goal ceficits to pull this one out and
send the series back to Philadelphia for
Game 6Thursday night.

Holding a 3-2 lead in the best-of-Ueven
sries, the Oilers dill need only one
victory to win their third Stanley Cup
title in the last four years. But they’ll
have t© play better than they did in
g_ame 5,when theyblew leads of2-0and

1

Before the game, there was talk in
the newspapers of a big victory parade
for the Oilers in the event theywon the
aontest.

Thatonly made theFlyersmad.

"The parade talk had us geared up,”
said Rick Tocchet, who scored two
gels, including the game-winner at
5:26 of the third period.

Just about all the Flyers™ scoring
came From the makeshift line of Propp,
Tocchet and Pelle Eklund. The latter
had a goal and two assists.

What made Keenan decide on th"-
particular linemakeup?

“We had togererate a littlebitmore
offense than we have been,” Keenan
explained. “ldidhtstart the game with
them together but | moved them in
togetherwhenwe went down a couple of

Is.”
gOETihe contest was almost a replica of
Game 3 of the Fries, when the Oilers
dominated earlyand took a 3-0 lead.

This time, they led 20, thanks toJari
Kurri’s playoff-leading 14th goal and
the firstoftwo by Marty McSorley.

It looked likea safe lead for the Oilers
util Tocchet scored with just 30
seconds keft in the first period off a
perfect feed from Propp.

“Our biggestgoal was that goal atthe
end of the first period,” Flyers
defenseman Mark Howe said.

McSorley soored again at 1:32 of the
second periad, togive the Oilers a 3-1
lead. But the Flyerscame back totieon
second-period goalsby Doug Crossman

an

“we got up 3-1and then got back on
our heels and sat back a bit,"!
Edmontons Wayne Gretzky said.g
"Again, we gotourselves intrable.”

Meanwhile, Flyers goaltender Ron
Hextall was playing one of his best!
games of the playoffs. Lustilybooed byfi
the crowd of 17,5902 at the Northlands!
Coliseum for the stick-swinging in-l
cident with the Oilers”Kent Nilsson ini
Game 4 Sunday night, Hextall tumedf
aside 3l duts.

The Oilers missed a chance toputthel
Flyers away in the first period. They!
scored .o goals, but had golden op-[
portuniteis for plentymore.

“We had lots of guortunities
missed them,” said Edmonton
Glen Sather. “The Flyers seemed to
oollect themselves and then
gathered momentum and
themselves.”
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ANCHORAGE (AP) — A proposal to add a second verse to the
Maska Flag Song isdrawing criticism from some old-timers.

The addition would pay homage to Native Alaskans and their
rontributions to statehood. The idea was approved by the House of
Representatives and awaits action by the Senate next year.

"People get pretty sentimental about things that are important to
hem. Ti *y"re asking for trouble if they try to change the song,"
aid Mike Dalton, a spokeswoman for Auxiliary No. 8, Pioneers of
Uaska in Fairbanks. The auxiliary wrote a letter recently to all 60
egislators asking them to vote against the proposal .

But backers claim that Natives have at least as much right to be
nentioned in the official state song as "sourdoughs,” the fableu
gth-centurv miners and trappers mentioned in the song"s one
fhicial verse.

"l think s very sad" that some Alaskans would oppose an
dditional verse mentioning natives, said Richard Sttt, president of
le Alaska Native Brotherhood, one of the groups supporting the
ddition.

The new verse was penned by 96-year-old Carol Berry Davis, a
“el1-known poet from Juneau.

"It (the opposition) is an awful lot of fuss about nothing in my
pinion," Davis said Tuesday .

Her verse goes like this:
A Native lad chose the dipper”s stars
for Alaska’s Flag that there be no bars
among our culture. Be itknown
through years the Natives® past hasgrown
to share life"s treasures, hand inhand,
1o keep Alaska our Gieat Land:
we love the northern, midnight sky,
the mountains, lakes, and streams nearby.
The great North Star with ftssteady ligt
will guide all cultures, clear and bright,
With nature”s flag to Alaskans dear,

the simple flag of the last frontier.

In its letter o legislators, the Fairbanks group wrote:

"Our Alaska flag song is precious and beautiful in is current
m. Kt isnow so moving and touchingly Alaskan that some of us
lieve itapproaches sanctity.

"We ask: Why tamper with an already beautiful composition that
held in such respect? To alter the official state song by adding
other verse (which salutes only one ethnic group out of many
mic gorups in our great state) violates the song™s serenity,” the
ter said.

"This isnt a racist thing,” Dalton said. "But we Tfigured
mebody would raise that issue."

Jatt, in fact, said he felt there may be a bit of that involved. "I
ess legal equality doesn"t necessarily mean true equality,” he
d

<fae Rep. Fran Ulmer, D-Juneau, who sponsored the legislation,
d she didn"t understand how opponents could argue that the new
-2 favors a particular "ethnic group."

That"s ridiculous. The song doesn"t mention Tlingits, or
<imos, or any other particular (\ative) group,” she said.



or Gov. Steve Cowper 1o
.ma holiday.
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ip," said Rep. Red Boucher,
rage. ""Hey Cowp - Ilet’s

er, a candidate for Anchorge
and for re-election to his
seat, wants to talk Cowper
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per was due back in Juneau
Wednesday, and will leave for
|gs in Washington, D.C. on
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billsaffecting the $8 billionfund.

"l thought this would not o
provide an opportunity to get pub
input on the Permanent Fund pri
10 next session but would give
governor a forum for his programs
Boucher said.

He spent more than $3,300
campaign funds for newspaper a
to drum up support for the measur
About two-thirds of the pub
opinion messages he  receiv
favored the commission, he said.

jets Bay harvest set

e Neets Bay special harvest area
be open to power and hand troll
for chinook salmon from 6 a.m.

9 p.m. Monday, according to
>ka Department of Fish and
ne(ADFG) .

he fishery is in accordance with
Neets Bay Management Plan

Obituary

formulated by the Southe
Southeast Regional Aquacultu
Association (SSRAA) in cooperati
with ADFG.

More information on the openi
is available by contacting ADFG
SSRAA.

Kevin Withem

Kevin Forrest Withem, 7, died
liesday in Ephrata, Wash., after he
as accidental ly struck by a car.
Kevin was born and raised in
etchikan and moved to Ephrata
ith his mother, Nancy Withem,
bout a year ago.
Besides his mother, Kevin is
urvived by his father, Bud Withem
Ketchikan, and aunt and uncle,

LUNCHEON SPE3C|,OA\L

served from: 11:00 m
small Chinese combination
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New verse for the Alaska Flag Song creates controversy

Carol Berry Davis, 9%, isas sour a dough as
you will find. She came to Alaska for three
months “to relieve a man at the theater
playing silent pictures."”

That was in 1920 and she hasn gone back
to Washington yet.

These days, Davis is still providing music
for Southeast dramas; she wrote what has
become the controversial proposed second

Its as unab shedly sentimental as the first
verse written by Davis’ friend, Marie Drake,
all those years ago. But in conversation, Davis
is no sentimentalist — as youll find ifyou ask
her about the controversy brewing over her
Iyrics, written at the suggestion of a commit—
tee from the Alaska Native Brotherhood.
Some people don*twant the song expanded at
all, and some object to singling out a particu—
lar ethnic group — Natives — for mention.

“I hate to see ttused as a political foothall
in the legislature,” says Davis. “l ~hink the

suzan nightingale

whole situation boils down to the fact that the
Pioneers (of Alaska) as a society would never
have any Natives in it — and I a strong
Pioneer myself, 1ve been president and every—
thing. So the Pioneers wrote in that they
didnt want anyone tampering with the first
verse.”

For the record, Auxiliary No. 8 of the
Pioneers of Alaska in Fairbanks, which says
racism doesn’t enter into it, has sent a letter
to every legislator that reads ir. part: “Why
tamper with an already beautiful composition
that is held in such respect? To alter .the
official state son? by adding another verse
(which salutes only one ethnlc group out of
many ethnic groups in our great state) violates
the song’s serenity."

“When Marie wrote it, she didn mention
anyone but the Sourdoughs,” counters Davis.
“We have a lot of-pother cultures mixed up

with ours — you know there is a lot of
Russian heritage in Wrangell, and Norwegians
in Petersburg, and we have a lot of Filipinos
here in Juneau — | tried to make it for
everybody. Thats why |1 used the word,
‘tultures, *plural .”

Davis thinks Drake would be “very happy”
wi'th her new verse,"‘so would Elinor” Dusen-
bury, who wrote the music. “It’s really quite a
historic thing, and 1 think I feel closer to that
flag than any other Pioneer could possibly
feel .”

Davis’ husband, Trevor, 93, is the last
surviving member of the seven-member com—
mittee that selected Alaska’s flag.

“Gov. Parks was territorial governor and
he came back from a big festival in Washing—
ton where all the states” flags were flying,”
she recalls. “He said the only reason Alaska
didnt have one up was because we didnt
have a flag. There were only a couple or three
working organizations then and he thought
the American Legion was the logical one to
run the contest.

“They had 143 designs sent in. On the first
vote, » polar bear on an iceberg won. My
husband got up and said it wouldnt be
consistent with all of Alaska, and several
people agreed and said the same. So they
decided to vote over, and on the second vote
they were unanimous for the great dipper. |
think that’ the amazing

“When Trevor told Marie they had selected
a flag;she said, ‘Someone should writ# a

jingle.” Like so many things in the olden days,
it just happened like that.

“The song became part of the law that same
spring. They kind of hurried itso ftwould be
ready for the legislature, because they only

;;etevery two years. There was no controver—
sy at all about it — everybody was thrilled
with it 1thought itturned out very nicely.”

Davis, who told the story in her bock,
“Alaska’s Flag,” says she’ surprised at the
contrasting reception her verse has received —
especially in light of its easy 35-5 passage by
the House this session. “I thought itwould all
be over intwo weeks.”

Instead, the proposed second verse of the
Alaska Flag Song Is <w in the Senate State
Affairs Committee chaired by Sen. Mitch
Abood, who has said he will hold a hearing on
it. Because the Alaska Flag Song’ lyrics were
included in the statute making it official, any
official change in the lyrics means an amend —
ment to the statute.

Stll, the University of Alaska — not the
Senate — owns the copyright on the song, and
Davis has already copyrighted her stanza and
sent fton to the university.

“Even if the Senate should turn it down, 1
think it stll belongs to the university. And
even with all the ifs and ands, | think it's the
best flag of the 50 — and the best music of the
m-ll

O Suzan Nlahtingalo is a Dally News columnist.



icMiwiu consultant, is Head-
ing a group of Anchorage-area
business leaders who hope to
put the gambling question on
the ballot in the 1988 general
election.

If approved by voters, gam-
bling would be allowed as a
local option.

Lt. Gov. Stephen McAlpine
announced on Tuesday he has
certified McConkey’s initia-
tive petition.

McConkey plans to start
stumping the state for signa-
tures as soon as the petitions
are delivered to his doorstep,
probably in about three
weeks.

The group has one year to
get 18253 signatures, or 10
percent of the voters in the
last general election.

If the petition is valid, the
question would be reviewed
by the legislature before it
would be put on a statewide
ballot in Nov. 1988.

Rep. Fritz Pettyjohn has
been hired as attorney for the
pro-gambling group. The An-
chorage Republican has intro-
duced legislation similar to
McConkey'’s plan.

But, like several other
gambling bills, Pettyjohn’s
measure did not get out of
committee this session.

The initiative would set up
a fivie-member Alaska Gam-
bling Board, appointed by the
governor.
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By KATHRYN BAKER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Raid that refrigerator,
then plop down in front of the TV set
tonight for “NBC News Report on Amer —
ica: Life in the Fat Lane.”

Correspondent Connie Chung takes a
glib, often funny look at America’l
obsession with weight and dieting, “seri—
ous and deadly, ludicrous and funny,”
all at the same time. The documentary
covers a lot of ground quickly, so it
doesn’t cover anything in any great
depth, but it is enormously entertaining.

It also might prove to be a sure-fire
cure for the munchies. Watch the seg—
ment on Lyposuction — with graphic
footage of the surgical removal of fat —
and you may never want 10 eat again.

The documentary draws quips from
celebrities known for their weight, like
Dom Deluise, Nell Carter and Oprah
Winfrey.

But italso examines, however briefly,
serious subjects such as controversial
diet plans, the ease with which quack
“nutritionists” can get professional-
looking credentials, and desperate meth—
ods to control weight, such as insertion
of a “gastric bubble” in the stomach.
DeLuise holds up a soccer ball and
quips, “You eat this, you’ll feel full,”

The message from the media 1is an
invitation to frustration, Chung says,
“eat fat, look thin.” We exalt the svelte
and discriminate against the fat.

Jane Fonda, who has made a big
business of her “Workout” videotapes,
seems to he trying to make the over—
weight feel better by telling how she
was obsessed with her weight in high
school. (NBC seems to be trying to make
the overweight feel better by shooting
Fonda only in a head-shot.)

“Im about exereisfc,” Fonda says. “By
encouraging people to exercise, its not

review

S0 everyone can get skinny, it’s so they
can get healthier.”

The message is ultimately depressing
for seekers of easy weight loss — eat
less, exercise more and do it forever.

“Doesn’t that seem like a potentially
miserable life?” Chung asks a profes—
sional dietician. He has no encouraging
answer .

If youre overweight and seek only to
be happy the way you are, the documen—
tary has some ammunition. Experts say
fat is hereditary and people are born
with a certain number of fat cells -
some more, some less, some bigger, some
smaller.

Nell Carter says other fat people
should cheer up. “As soon as the world
wakes up and realizes | am the sex
symbol,” she says, “everyone will be
.mt-’1

L]

NEW YORK - U.S. Supreme Court

justices, not keen on chats with Johnny
Carson or blabbing to People magazine,
zla_re little-known personalities to the pub—
ic.

Sandra Day O Tonnor has been espe
cially enigmatic since becoming the first
woman appointed to the Supreme Court
in 1981, but she reveals something of
herself in her first extensive television
interview as part of the series, “Moyers:
In Search of the Constitution.” The
program airs Thursday on PBS.

Under Bill Moyers” gentle interview—
ing style, 0 Tonnor is altermately digni—
fied and cautious, but also spunky and
reassuringly deliberative about her role
on the court.

0 Tonnor would not talk to Moyers
about specific issues that might come
before the court, such as abortion, but
she did talk about how she decides cases.

“You said in your hearings you found
abortion morally repugnant,” Moyers
says. “Doesn’t that mean you have to
vote against it when it comes to this
court?”

“No,” 0 Tonnor says. “Just like any
other case, you take the case and see
what the isste is. More often than not,
its a state statute that we"re reviewing
1o see whether it passes muster under
the federal Constitution."

Moyers: “So even if you personally
disagree with what you think that law
says should be the ruling, you’e going
1o rule that way?"

0 Tonnor: “Sure.”

0 Tonnor tells of her first attempts to
enter the legal profession after graduat—
ing at the top of her class from Stanford.
A round of interviews produced only one
job offer — to be a legal secretary.

Instead, she turned to the state of
Arizona, eventually becoming an assis—
tant attorney general while raising three
children. She was also the first female
majority leader of a state senate.

Moyers: "What would you say to my
daughter, who is 25, who has a husband
who wants to have children, but who
wants to have a career?”

0 Tonnor: “l would say, it isn’t easy
1o have both a career and a family. 1ve
worked very hard to do that. | haven
had any spare time or free time that |
can recall, but twas worth it I love my
family and I wouldnt give that up for
anything, but Iwanted a career."

m LIFE IN THE FAT LANE airs tonight

Channel 2, 9 p.m.

D TIN SEARCH OF THE CONSTITUTION airs
Thursday Channel 7, 8 p.m.



Sour notes sound about Hag Song flap

Pioneers upheld racial stupidity

In regard to the article printed on May 27
about a second verse pertaining to the
Alaska flag song, | would like to clarify for
"Pioneer” Dalton and members of auxiliary
#3 of Fairbanks the difference between Sour-
doughs and Pioneers.

Both groups came to this great land long
before statehood. The Sourdoughs trapped
and mined and lived among the Natives,
most of whom married into various families
and raised lots of kids, of whom I'm one.
Whereas the ones who call themselves Pio-
neers came and opened up their business
establishments. They put up signs saying
"No Natives Allowed” — that was here in
this city. | understand 't was worse in
Fairbanks.

If "Pioneer” Dalton remembers, the signs
there -ead “No Eskimos or dogs allowed.”
So if anyone brings up this racial stupidity,
it's Pioneer Dalton and the members of the
Fairbanks auxiliary #8 who so thoughtfully
wrote to our legislators about this trivial
matter.

I bet my old friend Benny Benson is

turning over in his grave. CE ] |

Vigilance stops social progress

The Fairbanks Pioneers have spoken up in
defense of the alpha-numeric integrity of the
Alaska Flag Song. They should be compli-
mented. It is only by such ceaseless vigilance
that social progress can be stopped.

Who knows what might be next? The
rumors we hear in Juneau are terrible. Some
say that after rewriting the flag song, the
legislator?- started thinking aboutjchanging

the state fossil from the mastodon to Bucky
the Moose. Is nothing sacred arﬁmore?

Natives get sentimental, too

I am a proud Alaska Native, and | believe
the proposed second verse to our state song
should be added. | believe we are the true
Alaskans. Why shouldn’t we be mentioned in
our own state song?

Mike Dalton said that people get senti-
mental about things that are important to
them. Fact is Natives are people too. We get
sentimental just like everybody else. | be-
lieve our state song is important. | agree
with Richard Stitt, there may be a bit of

ial judice i d.
racial prejudice |nvo||_\‘e M IG'EMHT]

A Native child designed our flag

In regards to the article headed “Second
verse to flag song draws opposition” (May
27), there is something indeed ironic about
the protestations of Mike Dalton (female of
species Mike) about “sanctity” etc. The local
poet emeritus, Carol Beery Davis, is aware
that the designer of that flag was a Native
Alaskan by the name of Benny Benson.

The flag he designed was chosen in a
contest sponsored by the American Legion
(which has no racial barriers). He was an
orphan who later worked for a number of
years as a mechanic for a “pioneer” airline.

If I remember correctly, Benny Benson
was only 13 when he won the contest and
was awarded a watch by then Gov. George
Parks.

I would also remind Mike Dalton that she
can join the Alaska Native Sisterhood since
they don’'t require a blood quantum for
enlistment. | know that because, in addition
to being a member of Igloo Six, I'm also a
member of Camp No. 2 of the Alaska Native
Brotherhood. And that our flag song will be
even more “precious and beautiful” with the
addition of a second verse.

Incidentally, | think Mike Dalton should
be reminded that a real hero of hers once
offended the Daughters of the American
Revolution when he opened his remarks to
their national convention (circa 1937) by
saying, “Fellow Immigrants.” That was
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Mike. Mike? Or as
Will*Rogers (a Native American in part) once
replied when asked if his ancestors arrived

on mﬂ “Nope, they met it.”
= Juneau



obituaries

NORMA M. THOMPSON

Private family services
were held Sunday for Norma
M. Thompson, 71, an Anchor-
age homemaker, who died
May 24 at Humana Hospital-
Alaska.

Bom May 14, 1916, in Anti-
go, Wis., she had lived in
Alaska the past 22 years.

She leaves her husband,
Charles, of Anchorage; her
sons, Dennis, of Anchorage,
and Thomas and Michael,
both of Tampa, Fla.; her
daughters, Judith Adrian and
Sally Mandigo, both of An-

vital statistics

Marriage licenses

May 12,1987
Daniel M. Booher and Shelly R. Mitdrell.
Kenneth E. Thompson and Ellon Rice.
Craig E. Harpel and Janyce L. Roberson.
Hogan H. Smelker and Jennie L. Penfold.
Marshall L. Hetlet and MilisaM. Belarde.
Robert R. Nelson and Martha J. Willis.
David L. Petrieand Linda S. Barber.
Willian E.R. Snow and Donila L. Crump.
May 13,1987
Edward C. Faulk lland Julie K. Sulliven.
Dennis J. Rose and Maree 1. Dobbie.
Sleven J. Klein and Cynthia L. McRee.
Lewis F. Gordon and Rebecca M.
Forbes.
Gregory L. Garney and Diana L. Gregory.
Alan E. Dablemont and Tracie L. Alvarez.
May 14,1987

chorage; and 15 grandchil-
dren.
Arrangements were by

Kehl's Forest Lawn Memorial
Chapel.

MIKE “PAT” FITZPATRICK

Services for Mike “Pat"
Fitzpatrick, a retired mason,
will be at 11:30 a.m. Friday at
Anchorage Free Methodist
Church with the Rev. Neil
Jolin officiating. There will
be a visitation at 10:30 a.m.
before the service.

Mr. Fitzpatrick, 69, died

Dennle L. Larson and Carol A. Isenegger.
Willian A. Braswell and  Yamon D.

Treece

John G. Tipton and Teresa R. Stemen.

Jerald C. Conn and Anne P. Dashnaw.

Paul E. Wiliams and Dawn J. Gayhtart.

Richard E. Troutman and  Cheryl A
Nelson.

Willie J. Johnson and Carla G. Peoples.

Neil E. Broghammer and  Audrey F.
Chancellor.

Joel F. Reed and FeliciaJ. Burud.

Jae W. Kimand Pong C. Cha.

May 19,1987

Patrick R. Flanagan and
Kuwahara.

Duard H. Fyffe and Doris C. Rascon.

Yolchl Hasegawa and Patricia C. Mace—
donia.

Marilyn S.

May 24 at Providence Hospi-
tal.

Bom April 23, 1918, in Ke-
wadin, Mich., he had lived in
Alaska the past 29 years and
was employed at Elmendorf
Air Force Base as a civilian
mason. He served in the U.S.
Navy during World War 1.

He leaves his wife of 49
years, Blythe, of Anchorage;
his daughters, Gloria Sinnett
and Laura Mitchell, both of
Anchorage; his sons, Walter,
of Wasilla, and Robert, of
Anchorage; his brothers, Bar-
ney, of Torch Lake, Mich,
and Ryan, of Hebron, Ind;
his sisters, Lenora Monaham
of Los Angeles, Eileen Pur-
czynski of Walla Walla,
Wash., lone Skinner of Honer,
Mich., and Inez Chum of Ho-
nolulu; 16 grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.

Burial with full military
honors will be at Fort Rich-
ardson National Cemetery fol-
lowing the service. Memorials

can be sent to Our Lady of
Compassion Care Center, 4895
Cordova St., Anchorage,
99502. Arrangements were by
Evergreen Memorial Chaoel.

ALAN HUGHES

Funeral arrangements for
Anchorage resident Alan
Hughes, 59, are. pending at

Evergreen Memorial Chapel.
Mr. Hughes died May 25 at
Humana Hospital-Alaska.

ANTOINETTE JACKSON

Memorial services for Fair-
banks resident Antoinette
“Toni” R. Jackson, 49, will be
at 2 p.m. Friday at Northern
Lights Mortuary in Fair-
banks.

Mrs. Jackson died May 18
at Fairbanks Memorial Hospi-
tal.

Bom March 10, 1938, she
had lived, in Alaska the past
20 years. She lived in Anchor-
age in the 1960s.
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QUALITY SERVICES

ratp  MAY 87 fan/
Plan wants Natives
equalplay’,

ANCHORAGE (AP)-A proposal
toadd a second verse to the Alaska
Flag Song is drawing criticism
from some old-timers.

The addition would pay homage
1o Native Alaskans and their con—
tributions to statehood. The idea w

was approveéi%;ll Itf;eTH'i;,u'se of Rep-

VErse

get

as sourdoughs,” jthe fabled ]gh-’
century miners and trappers men —
tioned in the song’ one official 1

1 think its very gad” thatosane

RSO SRR AR ticy

™ Ahy tee%e%‘q/ eaé{vﬁits action by  Richard stitt>pi esifent of theA]as-

the Sena

. “People get pretty sentimental
about things that are important to
them. They're asking for trouble if
they try to change the song,” said
Mike Dalton, a spokeswoman for
Auxiliary No. 8, Pioneers of Alaska i
inFairbanks. The auxiliarywrotea t lot ab
letter recently  all 60 legislators  ™'n,” Davis said Tuesday.

asking them to vote against the
proposal.

But backers claim that Natives
have at least as much right to be

known poet from Juneau.
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Jong shows respect for cultures

The controversy instigated by the Pioneers
of Alaska led by Mike Dalton opposing the
addition of the second verse to the 'Alaska
Flag Song has created meaningless friction
between the cultures of Alaska.

It was at the request of the.Alaska Native
Brotherhood and Sisterhood that Claire Berry
Davis, 96, a former poet laureate of Alaska,
created the new verse. In light of efforts to
show respect to all cultures, is it not fitting to
honor all people of Alaska with its song?

“A Native lad chose the Dipper’s stars/ For
Alaska’s flag that there be no bars/ Among
our cultures ... The great North Star with its
steady light/Will guide all cultures, clear and

bright ...” ) .
Cet us keep our minds and hearts opeji to

all of Alaska’s first people. FD%%H%

'96, Carol, a true Alaska pioneer, is
beloved state Qy
tribute to the

%ecognizing our

Her verse goes like tﬂ%d
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In its letter to legislators, the

ka Native Brotherhood, one of the Fairbanks group wrote:
groups supporting the addition. . lasKa Tl
The new versewas penned by %- and beautiful in itscurrent form. It

year-old Carol Berry.Davis, avell

“Our Alaska flagsong isprecious

is now so movin®land touchingly
Alaskan that some of us believe It
approaches sanctity.

“We ask: Why tamper with an
already beautiful composition that
isheld insuch respect? To alter the
official state song by adding
another verse (which salutes only
one ethnic group out of many ethnic
groups in our great state) violates
the song* serenity,” the letter
said.

“This isnta racist thing," Dal —
ton said. “But we figured some —
body would raise that isste.”

satt, in fact, said he felt there
may be a bit of that involved. “I
guess legal equality doesn’tneces—
sarilymean trueequality,’he said.

State Rep. Fran Ulmer, D-
Juneau, who sponsored the legisla—
tion, said she didn’t understand
how opponents could argue that the
new verse favors a particulai
“ethnic group."

“That’s ridiculous. The soni
doesn’t mention Tlingits, or Eski
mos, or any other particular (Na

live) group,’ she said.

The first lire of the new vers
honors the late Benny Benson,
Native who designed the Alask
Flag in1926when hewas aboy of 1
composer Davis said.

“What we Te trying todo isput
Iittde history” into the song, Si
said. .



PIONEERS OF ALASKA
AUXTLITARY #17

P.0. Box 4090
Kodiak, Alaska 99615

April 20, 1987

Fran Ulmer, Chair

State Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature
P.0. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:
RE: House Bill 117

Thank you for your letter of April 8, explaining the back—
ground regarding House Bill 117 which would add a verse to
the Alaska Flag Song. While we certainly mean no disrespect
to Carol Beery Davis, the Members of the Pioneers Auxiliary
#17 agreed at the April 12, 1987 meeting that we do not wish
to see anything added to the present Alaska Flag Song.

Once again, thank you for taking the time to share your
views with us.

Secretary

co: Betty Kjera, Secretary
Auxiliary #8, Fairbanks



Alaska State Legislature

P.0. BOX V
State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

COMMITTEE ON STATE AFFAIRS
April 20, 1987

Betty Miller
P.0. Box 021005
Juneau, AK 99802

Dear Betty:

Thank you so much for providing the addresses for the
Pioneers and auxiliaries in such a timely manner. We were able
to get letters out to all of them and I hope a different
perspective will bring 1iIn some support. In case you have not
seen the letter, 1 have enclosed a copy for your information.

Thanks, again, for your help. It"s great to get help from
people who have the necessary 1

Fran Ulmer, Chair
Spate Affairs Committee
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Alaska State Legislature

House

P.0. BOX V
State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

COMMITTEE ON STATE AFFAIRS
April 8, 1987

Pioneers of Alaska
Igloo #1

Boxs 1101

Nome, AK 99762

Dear Pioneers:

I have received a letter from Betty Kjera, Secretary for
Pioneers of Alaska, Auxiliary Number 8, expressing opposition to
the adoption of the second verse of the Alaska Flag Song. [
would like to explain to you why I introduced House Bill 117 and
why 1 hope you will support me in this decision.

No one loves the Flag Song any more than 1 do. For many
years, I have sung i1t for groups, meetings, conventions,
commencements, and even for Governor Bill Egan®s memorial service
here iIn Juneau. I offer the second verse out of deep respect for
the first verse and for 1ts recognition of Alaska®s history. [
believe the second verse complements the first verse and gives
recognition not to one ethnic group, but to all Alaskans and
their ability to work together in a unified and harmonious way.

| L

The addition of a second verse has been discussed for many
years by various groups. At one time, funds were inserted into
the House®"s version of the budget to hold a statewide contest for
selecting a second verse. Carol Beery Davis was asked to write
another verse to the Flag Song to recognize the contribution of

Native Alaskans who were here long before you or I, or even the
pioneers. She did so, and offered it as a gift to the State of
Alaska. I was asked to support its adoption and to introduce a

bill to make it officially recognized by the State. I do so, and
It has passed the house.

In order to understand the special significance of this
verse, you must know about Carol Beery Davis, a former poet
laureate of Alaska. She 1s a 60 year resident of Juneau. Her
husband, Trevor, was born here 94 years ago and is the only
living member of the original selection committee for the design
of Alaska®s Flag, which selected Benny Benson®s North Star and
Big Dipper (to whom the second verse refers in lines 1 and 2).



Pioneers of Alaska - 2. April 8, 1987

Carol has written dozens of books about Alaska, including The
Alaska Flag Song book which 1s credited with helping to make the
song so well known. She knew personally both Elinor Dusenbury
and Marie Drake, the two women who decided to write the song and
offer i1t to the State, just as Carol has done.

At age 96, Carol, a true Alaska pioneer, 1is still
contributing to her beloved state by offering this beautiful
verse, a tribute to unity of all Alaskans:

"A Native lad chose the Dipper®s stars
For Alaska®"s flag that there be no bars
Among our cultures "

She 1s recognizing history and our progress as a state:

"Be 1t known
Through the years, the Natives®™ past has grown.
To share life"s treasures, hand in hand,
To keep Alaska our Great Land.™

She 1s focusing our attention on the natural beauty of our
land and reminds us of the treasures of its beauty:

"We love the northern, midnight sky,

The mountains, lakes, and streams nearby.
The great North Star with its steady light
Will guide all cultures, clear and bright,
With nature"s flag to Alaskans dear,

The simple flag of a last frontier."

It is hard for me to understand how anyone who has read
those words could object to them. It 1s impossible for me to
understand how anyone who knows who Carol Beery Davis is and the
contributions she has made to art, music and literature in Alaska
could object to her offering this beautiful gift.

Why did this legislator propose i1t? Out of respect for a
beautiful Alaskan lady who has offered a beautiful verse to a
beautiful song.

Sincerely,

Fran Ulmer, Chair
State Affairs Committee



Alaska State Legislature

House

P.0. BOX V
State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

COMMITTEE ON STATE AFFAIRS
April 20, 1987

Dorothy Onkka
5701 East Portage Drive
Wasilla, AK 99687

Dear Ms. Onkka:

Thank you for your public opinion message pertaining to the
state song. I would like to explain to you why I 1introduced
House Bill 117 and why I hope you will support me in this
decision.

No one loves the Flag Song any more than | do. For many
years, I have sung it for groups, meetings, conventions,
commencements, and even for Governor Bill Egan®s memorial service
here 1n Juneau. I offer the second verse out of deep respect for
the first verse and for 1its recognition of Alaska®s history. I
believe the second verse complements the first verse and gives
recognition not to one ethnic group, but to all Alaskans and
their ability to work together in a unified and harmonious way.

The addition of a second verse has been discussed for many
years by various gvoups. At one time, funds were inserted into
the House®s version of the budget to hold a statewide contest for
selecting a second verse. Carol Beery Davis was asked to write
another verse to the Flag Song to recognize the contribution of
Native Alaskans who were here long before you or I, or even the
pioneers. She did so, and offered it as a gift to the State of
Alaska. I was asked to support 1i1ts adoption and to introduce a
bill to make i1t officially recognized by the State. I do so, and
it has passed the house.

In order to understand the special significance of this
verse, you must know about Carol Beery Davis, a former poet
laureate of Alaska. She 1i1s a 60 year vresident of Juneau. Her
husband, Trevor, was born here 94 vyears ago and is the only
living member of the original selection committee for the design
of Alaska"s Flag, which selected Benny Benson®s North Star and
Big Dipper (to whom the second verse refers in lines 1 and 2).



Dorothy Onkka '2' April 20, 1987

Carol has written dozens of books about Alaska, including The
Alaska Flag Song book which is credited with helping to make the
song so well known. She knew personally both Elinor Dusenbury
and Marie Drake, the two women who decided to write the song and
offer it to the State, just as Carol has done.

At age 96, Carol, a true Alaska pioneer, Is still
contributing to her beloved state by offering this beautiful
verse, a tribute to unity of all Alaskans:

"A Native lad chose the Dipper®s stars
For Alaska®"s flag that there be no bars
Among our cultures "

She 1s recognizing history and our progress as a state:

"Be i1t known
Through the years, the Natives®™ past has grown.
To share life"s treasures, hand in hand,
To keep Alaska our Great Land."

She 1is focusing our attention on the natural beauty of our
land and reminds us of the treasures of i1ts beauty:

"We love the northern, midnight sky,

The mountains, lakes, and streams nearby.
The great North Star with i1ts steady light
Will guide all cultures, clear and bright,
With nature"s flag to Alaskans dear,

The simple flag of a last frontier."

It is hard for me to understand how anyone who has read
those words could object to them. > It is impossible for me to
understand how anyone’who knows who ‘Carol Beery Davis is and the
contributions she has made to art, music and literature in Alaska
could object to her offering this beautiful gift.

Why did this legislator propose it? Out of respect for a
beautiful Alaskan lady who has offered a beautiful verse to a
beautiful song.

Sincerely,

/

Fran
State Affairs Committee
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PHONE:

BILL NO:

SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:
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WE SING

POMID:
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TIME:
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- X -

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVE ULMER

DOROTHY ONKKA

5701 E PORTAGE DRIVE

WASILLA
376-5792

HB 117
STATE SONG!

IT PROUDLY.

19131023
09/07/87
13:10:23
MAT-SU LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

ADAMS
BOUCHER
BROWN
COLLINS
DAVIDSON
DONLEY
FRANK
GOLL
GRUSSENOORF
HERRMANN
HUDSON
LARSON
MENARD
NAVARRE
PETTYJOHN
POURCHOT
SHULTZ
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TAYLOR
ZAWACKI
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REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BOYER
CATO
COTTEN
DAVIS
ELLIS
FURNACE
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
HOFFMAN
KOPONEN
MARTIN
MILLER
PEARCE
PHILLIPS
RIEGER
SPRINGER
SWACKHAMMER
WALLIS

ZIP: 99687

2ND VERSE OF "ALASKA'S FLAG"
WE VOTE NO TO ADD TO OR CHANGE THE ALASKA SONG. EACH TIME
IT WE FEEL WE HONOR THE YOUNG NATIVE BOY WHO WROTE IT.

SENATORS

ABOCD
BENNETT
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHREIIKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
KERTTULA
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLIMG
ZHAROFF



State of Alaska

REPRESENTATIVE P.O. Box V
FRAN ULMER JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
(907] 465-4947

House of Representatives

April 2, 1987

Betty Kjera, Secretary
Auxiliary No. 8, Pioneers of Alaska

P.0O. Box 656
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Betty:

I have received your letter dated March 27, 1987, in
which you object to the adoption of the second verse of the
Alaska Flag Song.

I would like to explain to you why 1 introduced HB 117
and why 1 hope you will change your decision to oppose the
bill.

No one loves the Flag Song any more than 1 do. For many
years, | have sung it for groups, meetings, conventions,
commencements, and even for Governor Bill Egan®s memorial
service here 1iIn Juneau. I offer the second verse out of deep
respect for the first verse and for its recognition of
Alaska®s history. I believe the second verse compliments the
first verse and gives recognition notto one ethnic group,, but

to all Alaskans and their ability to work together 1in a
unified and harmonious way.

The addition of a second verse has been discussed for

many years by wvarious groups. At one time, funds were
inserted into the House"s version of the budget to hold a
statewide contest for selecting a second verse. Carol Beery

Davis was asked to write another verse to the Flag Song to
recognize the contribution of Native Alaskans who were here

long before you or 1, or even the Pioneers. She did so, and
offered i1t as a gift to the State of Alaska. I was asked to
support 1its adoption and to 1introduce a bill to make it
officially recognized by the State. I did so, and it has

passed the House.



BAtty Kjera -2- April 2, 1987

In order to understand the special significance of this
verse, you must know about Carol Beery Davis, a former poet
laureate of Alaska. She is a 60 year resident of Juneau. Her
husband, Trevor, was born here 94 years ago and 1is the only
living member of the original selection committee for the
design of Alaska®s Flag, which selected Benny Benson®s North
Star and Big Dipper (to whom the second verse refers in lines

1 and 2). Carol has written dozens of books about Alaska,
including "The Alaska Flag Song"™ book which 1is credited with
helping to make the Song so well known. I have enclosed a

copy of this book. She knew personally both Elinor Dusenbury
and Marie Drake, the two women who decided to write the song
and offer it to the State, just as Carol has done.

At age 96, Carol, a true Alaska pioneer, 1is still
contributing to her beloved state by offering this beautiful
verse, a tribute to unity of all Alaskans:

"A Native lad chose the Dipper®s stars
For Alaska®"s flag that there be no bars
Among our cultures "

She 1is recognizing history and our progress as a state:

"Be 1t known
through years, the Natives®™ past has grown.
To share life"s treasures, hand in hand,

To keep Alaska our Great Land."

She is focusing our attention on the natural beauty of
our land anc reminds us of the treasures of its beauty:

"We love the northern, midnight sky,

The mountains, lakes, and streams nearby.
The great North Star with its steady light
Will guide all cultures, clear and bright,
With nature®s flag to Alaskans dear,

The simple flag of a last frontier."

It is hard for me to understand how anyone who has read
these words could object to them. It is impossible for me to
understand how anyone who knows who Carol Beery Davis 1is and
the contributions she has made to art, music and literature 1in
Alaska c”aid object to her offering this beautiful gift.



Betty Kjera -3- April 2, 1987

Why did this legislator propose it? Out of respect for a
beautiful Alaskan lady who has offered a beautiful verse to a

beautiful song.

Sincsrely,

A u Ny
Fran Ulmer
Representative

/Te
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NO RESPONSE REQUIRED

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVE ULMER

DOROTHY |. CLIFTDMON BEHALF OF)
PIONEERS OF ALASKA, AUX.

P. 0. BOX 6

VALDEZ

635-4367

HB 117

STATE SONG; 2ND VERSE OF "ALASKA'S FLAG"

WE, THE PIONEERS OF ALASKA AUXILIARY NO. 2-VALOEZ, ALASKA, SUPPORT
LEAVING THc OFFICIAL ALASKA FLAG SONG AS IT HAS BEEN PRIOR TO HB 117
THE AUSKA FLAG SONG AS FIRSTLY WRITTEN COVERS THE SUBJECT WITHOUT
NEEu FOR ANY CHANGE OR ADDITION.

ZIP: 99606

17170505
04/14/07
17:05:05

VALDEZ INFORMATION OFFICE

REPRESENTATIVES ~ SENATORS

BOUCHER KERTTULA
BROWN SZYMANSKI
CATO COGHILL
COLLINS DUNCAN
COTTEN ELIASON
DAVIDSON FISCHER
DAVIS JONES
ELLIS STURGULEWSKI
GRUENBERG ZHAROFF
HUDSON ABOCD
MENARD FAIKS
NAVARRE HENSLEY
SPRINGER JOSEPHSON
SWACKHAHVIER UEHLING
WALLIS
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IREME BRAUM

SEC, AUX, 84, PICHEER OF AK

P.O. BOX 1547
AMCHORAGE
N/A-

FLAG SOMG

THE MEMBERS OF AUXILIARY 84, PIOMEERS OF ALASKA, WISH TO GO OM RECORD

ZIP: 99510

AS BEIHG DEFIniTELY OPPOSFD TO AMY CHANGES OR TO AMY AODITIOHS TO THE ALASKA

FLAG SOMG.

DEMEAH ITS BEAUTY.

LIONANE:

HO RESPONSE REQUIRED
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REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES  SENATORS

ADAMS
BOJCHER
BROMN
COLLIN5S
DAVIDSON
DONLEY
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GOLL
GPUSSEHDORF
HERRMANN
HUDSON
LARSON
MENARD
NAVARRE
PETTYJOHN
POURCHOT
SHULTZ
SUND
TAYLOR
ZAWACKI

BARNES
BOYER
CATO
COTTEH
DAVIS
ELLIS
FURNACE
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
HOFFMAN
KOPONEM
MARTIN
MILLER
PEARCE
PHILLIPS
RIEGER
SPRINGER
SWACKHAMMER
WALLIS

ABOCD
BENNETT
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
F.LIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
KERTTULA
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYNANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

t

TO LEMGTHEM THE ALASKA FLAG OR TO CHANGE IT IN ATM WAY WOULD ONLY

\B



FROM THE DESK OF

Carl W. Heinmiller

Box 271 Haines, Ak.
99827

April 13,1987
The Hon.Fran Ulmer
Legislature
Box V
Juneau,Ak.99811
Dear Fran:

At the Haines Pioneers 1lIgloo
yesterady, we heard of your bill that
would add another part to Alaska"s Flag
song. While 1 have known the Davis
for 40 years, 1 and the others here
do not agree to this addition to the

State song.

While not a poet, the 2nd
addition was too much a take off on the
first part. If it is desired to honor
Carol, then do so, but not in this
manner.

In fact, even we Pioneers

tnrt m; o vk (Vomif - ijv



Marge Eagan Betty Kjera

PIONEERS OF ALASKA

P.O. Bax 656
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

April 16, 1987

Fran Ulmer, Representative
PO Box V
Juneau, Ak 99811

Dear Fran:

Thank you for your reply to our letter about the Alaska
Flag Song.

We appreciate Carol Beery Davis and all her contributions
to the literature of Alaska and we do not object to the
words of the second verse to the Alaska Flag Song, only
to the addition of a second unnecessary verse.

The song as written by Marie Drake pays homage to ALL
Alaskans including Natives and all who have made this

great land our home.

We do hope that Alaska®s Flag Song can remain as it has
for the past many years.

Fraternally

Berry i\jera
Corresponding Secretary



PRESIDENT SECRETARY

Analiaxy * Aﬁ Numbers
PIONEERS OF ALASKA

Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

RECEIVED MAR 30 W

March 27, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
Alaska State Legislature
Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

Our Alaska Flag Song is precious and beautiful 1in its
current form.

It is now so moving and so touchingly Alask~n that some
of us believe it approaches "sanctity."

We ask, why tamper with an already beautiful
composition that is held in such respect?

To alter the official state song by adding another
verse (which salutes only one ethnic group out of many
ethnic groups 1in our great state) violates this song"s
serenity. Such a proposal causes us to wonder why any
legislator would want to single out one group of Alaskans
over other citizens of this land.

Auxiliary No. 8, Pioneers of Alaska, 1in Fairbanks,
expressed the above sentiments at its meeting earlier this
month, and the Auxiliary asked that these sentiments be
passed on to our 60 lawmakers in Juneau. Our organization
opposes House Bill 117 and asks you to vote against the
measure.

Sincerely yours,

Betty Kjera, Secretary
Auxiliary No. 8
Pioneers of Alaska



PIONEERS of ALASKA

no * S

Snard, Absia

April 5, 1987

Legislators, State Of Alaska

Dear Members:

The Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo No. 9, are unanimously opposed, by vote at

our last meeting, to the addition of another verse to our Alaska Flag Son”,

The citizens of Alaska are composed pf many Ethnic groups and this added
verse, as proposed in the Legislature (House Bill 117) is directed at one

only Ethnic group.

Our Alaska Flag Song, in its present form, has been memorized by a large

number of Alaskans and to add another verse makes the song Too long.

We ask that you please kill (House Bill 117)

Sincerely yours,

Harold W. Davis
Secretary



PIONEERS OF ALASKA
AUXTILIARY NO 1l
PALMER, ALASKA

April 13, 1987

Fran fllmer
Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Rep. Ulmer:

During our monthly business meeting of April 6, 1987 members of
Auxiliary #11, Pioneers of Alaska, discussed the subject of
adopting a second verse for the Alaska State Song, as proposed by
House Bill 117. The members present, representing a total
membership of 270, voted unanimously to oppose the legislation.

We feel that the original composition, as created by Marie Drake
and Elinor Dusenbury, is, in itself, a complete and compatible

work of art. Fbr years the familiar and unique combination of

words and music have generated a very personal emotional response
to the mind and heart of every Alaska resident, no where in the
world he heard it. To tamper with that now by adding the words of
another, no matter how well-meaning her intentions, would constitute
an unnecessary and unethical violation of the touching beauty of
the original pasage.

In addition, this group coposes the selection of words in the
proposed verse which draw attention to one culture or ethnic
group to the exclusion of others, and finds no reason to intrude
upon the dignity of the original text which includes all members
of our Great Land.

Please consider the desires of this membership, to oppose any and
all changes to the Alaska Flag Song, when you cast your vote on
this measure.

Sincerely yours,

Sally V. Harris, Secretary
Pioneers of Alaska, Auxiliary #11
P.O. Box 3362

Palmer, Alaska 99645



PIONEERS OF ALASKA

IGLOO NO. 31 —INSTITUTED MARCH I, 1082
PALMER. ALASKA

April 10, 1987

Fran Ulmer
Box V
Juneau, AK 9981)

Dear Rep. Ulmer:

We are writing to advise you that at the most recent meeting of
Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo #31, of Palmer, our Igloo voted
unanimously to vigorously oppose any change in our Alaska State
Flag Song, as mandated by HB117.

Any violation of the sanctity of this State Song will also receive
future vigorous opposition.

Sincerely,

Michael A. Carson, Secretary
Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo #31
Box 870303

W asilla, Alaska 99687



CO!- iOVA - ALASKA
April 12, 1987

Committee on State Affairs
ATTN:  Fran Ulmer, Chair
P.O. Rgx V

Junear, Alaska 99811

Dear Fran Ulmer:

Thank you for your letter explaining the second verse proposed to our State
Song.

Our Pioneer Auxiliary ff5 of Cordova has no objection to the words of the
proposed second verse by Carol Beery Davis, but we do have and objection

to another verse being added to our State Song. We feel the original verse
is sufficient to be our State Song.

To paraphrase a part of Carol B. Davis® book Alaska®s Flag(1964), the words
originated to acquaint the school children with the then new Alaska Flag
and the Legislative Act adopting the Flag.

The Auxiliary feels Marie Drake did an extraordinary job on converting a

Legislative Act into a poem and that itshould stand un its own. Our
State Flag is simple and our State Song should also remainsimple.

Very Sincerely,

I"lary britt
Secretary



Pioneers of Alaska

Igloo No. 6 and Auxiliary No. 0

P.0. Box 1005
Juneau, Alaska 99802

April 2, 1987

The Honorable Fran Ulmer
Alaska State House of
Representatives
P. 0, Box V
=Junecau, Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Ulmer:
Upon your request, 1 am enclosing an address list of all the Pioneers
of Alaska Igloos and Auxiliaries. In most cases, the men meet separately
from the women so any correspondence you might generate should be sent
to each assembly. If there is anything else | can do to help, please

don"t hesitate calling on me.

Sincerely,

Betty J. Miller
Financial Secretary
Auxiliary #6

Phone: 780-6054 or 586-5887

Enclosure



Pioneers of Alaska
Igloo #1

Box 1101

Nome, AK 99762

Igloo #4
Box 50
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Lgloo #6
Box 021005
Juneau, AK 99802

Igloo #7
Box 890
Valdez,AK 99686

Igloo #9
Box 571
Seward, AK 99664

Igloo #15

Box 10-1041
Anchorage, AK 99510
Igloo #16

Box 5476

Ketchikan, AK 99901

Igloo #18
Box 4090
Kodiak, AK 99615

Pioneers of Alaska
Auxiliary #1

Box 1175

Nome, AK 99762

Auxiliary #2
Box 674
Valdez, AK 99686

Auxiliary #4
Box 101547
Anchorage, AK 99510

Auxiliary #5
Box 335
Cordova, AK 99574

Auxiliary #6
Box 021005
Juneau, AK 99802

Auxiliary #7
Box 5026
Ketchikan, AK 99901

Igloo #19
Box 335
Cordova, AK 99574

Igloo #21
Box 315
Wrangell, AK 99929

Igloo #22
Box 1581
Sitka, AK 99835

Igloo #26
Box 628
Petersburg , AK 99833

Igloo #31
Box 870303
Wasilla, AK 99687

Igloo #32
Box 931
Homer, AK 99603

Igloo #33
Box 1005
Soldotna, AK 99669

Igloo #34
Box 985
Haines, AK 99827

*hkkkhkkhkkkkikkhkhkkik

Auxiliary #8
Box 656
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Auxiliary #9
Box 571
Seward, AK 99664

Auxiliary #10
Box 628
Petersburg, AK 99833

Auxiliary #11
Box 3362
Palmer, AK 99645

Auxiliary #12
Box 1581
Sitka, AK 99835

Auxiliary #14
Box 931
Homer, AK 99603

Auxiliary #15
Box 1033
Wrangell, AK 99929

Auxiliary #16
Box 585
Soldotna, AK 99669

Auxiliary #17
716 Mission Road
Kodiak, AK 99615

Auxiliary #18
Box 75
Haines, AK 99827



HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date referred: 2/11/87 FURTHER REFERRALS:
DATE: Ny
The State Affairs Committee has considered HB 117

"An Act relating to the state song."

RECOMMENDS:
[ ] replace with
[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ 1 the same title
[ 1 a new title

do pass
[ do not pass
[ no recommendation
[ individual recommendations
[ ] additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: letter of intent

—
[—

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

[ 1 fiscal impact [ 1 same as previous Tiscal note
[™] zero fiscal note published
[ 1 =zero with analysis [ 1 same as previous zero fiscal
note published
SIGNING do.PASS: SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

- T) gu-i b®



Alaska tafe Legislature

House

Pouch V
State Capitol

STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE Juneau, Alaska99811

HOUSE BILL 117

FILE CONTENTS

HB 117: AN ACT RELATING TO THE STATE SONG
FISCAL NOTE, -0-

LETTER FROM CONNIE MUNRO TO REPRESENTATIVE ULMER, DATED
1/26/87

LETTER FROM REPRESENTATIVE ULMER TO CAROL BEERY DAVIS,
DATED 1/26/87 (SAME LETTER ALSO SENT TO CONNIE MUNRO)

ALASKA’S FLAG WRITTEN BY CAROL B. DAVIS



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
Bill Version : t*
REQUEST: Publish Date:
Revision Date: Agency Affected: N/A
Title : An Act relating to the state BRU :
song
Sponsor: Ulmer Components :
Requestor:
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
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January 26, 1987

Dear Representative Ulmer,

The Alaska Flag song was originally written as a jingle for school children
to sing during the Alaska Flag ceremony. Written by Marie Drake, secretary
to the Commissioner of Education and a neighbor and friend of Carol Berry
Davis and Trevor who were very involved in the flag contest and ceremony,
(see inclosed booklet titled The Alaska Flag by Carol Berry Davis)

Over the years | have had many discussions with Alaska Native leaders and
legislator®s about the song and the reference to sourdough®"s and the land
but not any mention of the First Alaskan®s-the Alaska Native. Former
Legislator Alvin Osterback and his wife Marie especially were interested
in the possibility of an added verse, however monies to run a statewide
contest did not materalize and the matter was put aside but not forgotten.
Additionally, a statewide contest to single out a group of people may have
been embarressing and 1 had hoped someone would just offer to submit one.

At a meeting with Carol Berry Davis in April of 1936 | once again asked
Carol, then 95 years young if she would be interested in writting a verse
or find someone who would. 1 was concerned that she was about the last of
the many people who were on the flag and ceremony committee. Carol®s
background in music in Alaska dates back to the 1930°"s and her leadership
in establishing music in education, Alaska Association®s in Music and her
experience as a teacher cf music to native student®s deemed her a; an
outstanding canidate for such an honor, 1in my opinion. | must admit that
it was my own personal pursuit to start the process moving, after 15 years

of talking about it.

I called the University of Alaska in Fairbanks and talked to Karen Cedzo in
the Office of University Relations who gave me information on submitting

a new verse. Carol stayed up all night working on the attached verse.
Representative Frank Ferguson looked at the new verse and said he would

be interested in introducing it to the house if the University accepts it.

I feel it is aporopriatefor Carol to write the verse and I hope that 1 will
be able to sing the verse officially in 1987.

Thank you very much for your interest and possible sponsorship.

Sincerely,

Connie Munro
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January 26, 1987

Carol Beery Davis
114 Sixth Street
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Carol:

I have spoken with people 1in the Governor®s Office, 1in
the Legislature, and in the University system about the Alaska
Flag Song. I am attempting to determine who has the authority
to accept your beautiful and appropriate poem as the second
verse of the Flag Song.

I believe that it would be best if we do three things:

1) introduce a resolution in which the Alaska
Legislature would formally adopt the second verse of
the Flag Song;

2) ask the Board of Regents if they will accept 1it; and

3) ask Governor Cowper to approve the verse and 1indicate
his approval to the Board of Regents and the Alaska
Legislature.

If you have no objections to this approach, 1 shall
pursue it and seek the assistance of Representative Hudson and
Senator Duncan.

Thank you for your wonder contributions to this
community and to our state. /
Sincc/rAjy.,

Frah Ulmer
Rep/resentative District 4B

FU/jc
cc: Senator Jim Duncan
Representative Bill Hudson
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