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Alaska State Legislature Ju n eau , A laska 99811

S u b j e c t :  B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  U N I F O R M  R U L E  23 - R E L A T I N G
T O  T H E  W E E K L Y  C O M M I T T E E  S C H E D U L E  P R O V I S I O N .

T h e  t w o  s e n t e n c e s  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  
n o t i f i c a t i o n s  i n t o  a " 5 - d a y  n o t i c e "  a n d  a " w e e k l y  c o m m i t t e e  
s c h e d u l e "  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  c r e a t e  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o b l e m  a r e a  w i t h i n  
t h e  e n t i r e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s .  T h i s  p r o p o s e d  r u l e s  c h a n g e  w o u l d  
r e m o v e  t h e  c u r r e n t  " w e e k l y  c o m m i t t e e  s c h e d u l e "  r e q u i r e m e n t  a n d  
p r o v i d e  f o r  a 5 - d a y  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t .

It is e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l  t o  n o t e  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  d a y  of 
t h e  w e e k  t h e  c u r r e n t  w e e k l y  c o m m i t t e e  s c h e d u l e  w o u l d  b e  
m a i n t a i n e d ,  it w o u l d  c a u s e  t h e  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  
o u t l i n e d  below.

T h e  o n l y  c u r r e n t  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a d d i n g  a b i l l  o r  a j o i n t  
r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  o n  t h i s  w e e k l y  s c h e d u l e  is b y  
s u b m i t t i n g  a C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  s u s p e n d i n g  R u l e  54 w h i c h  
a l l o w s  for s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s . (27 V o t e  
R e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  R u l e s  f o r  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  14 V o t e  
R e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  S e n ate) T h i s  c r e a t e s  a t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  
o f  p a p e r w o r k  a n d  m u s t  b e  p a s s e d  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  o r  j o i n t  
r e s o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  s i d e  also. I n  t h e  f i n a l  h o u r s  of 
a d j o u r n m e n t ,  t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  b e c o m e  e v e n  m o r e  c u m b e r s o m e  a n d  
c a n  g e t  o v e r l o o k e d  a n d  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  b i l l  t h e y  w e r e  
o r i g i n a l l y  p a s s e d  w i t h  t o  t h e  o p p ' s i t e  body.

D u r i n g  u h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  e a c h  l e g i s l a t u r e  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  a 
l a r g e  t u r n - o v e r  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in t h e  H o u s e  c r e a t e s  a l o t  
o f  n e w  s t a f f  m e m b e r s .  A  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  is l o s t  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  p r o c e s s  m a i n l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e s e  t w o  
s e p a r a t e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  a l l o w  b i l l s  t o  b e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  h e a r i n g s  
f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  e a c h  year. C u r r e n t l y  in 
o r d e r  t o  l e g a l l y  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  Ru l e s ,  a c h a i r m a n  w o u l d  h a v e  
to  w a i t  u n t i l  T h u r s d a y  t o  s c h e d u l e  t h e i r  b i l l s  f o r  h e a r i n g s .

H ouse of Representatives 

Committee on Rules

Phone: 
(907) 465-3764 

465-3765

O ffic ia l  B u s in e s s

M E M O R A N D U M M a r c h  27, 1987

From:

To:

H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e



U n d e r  R u l e  23(a), if a n e w  b i l l  is s e n t  t o  a c o m m i t t e e  o n  a 
Friday, t h e  c h a i r m a n  c a n n o t  g i v e  n o t i c e  o f  a h e a r i n g  o n  t h a t  
b i l l  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  T h u r s d a y  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  b i l l  
u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  T u e s d a y .  T h i s  is a t i m e  f r a m e  o f  a t  l e a s t  
12 days. A  b i l l  w h i c h  h a s  h a d  a p r e v i o u s  h e a r i n g  in t h e  s a m e  
s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  at  l e a s t  e l e v e n  days.

S e n a t e  E i l l s ....................................................................

T h e  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  t o  R u l e  23 o c c u r  w h e n  t h e  
1 2 0 - d a y  s e s s i o n  l i m i t  is c l o s e  a n d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  on 
t h e  b u d g e t  is n o t  a p p o i n t e d  (*by b o t h  b o d i e s ) . W e  a r e  u n a b l e  
t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  2 4 - h o u r  n o t i c e  p r o v i s i o n  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  
U n i f o r m  R u l e  23(d). A t  t h i s  stage, S e n a t e  b i l l s  a r e  i m p a c t e d  
b y  t h e  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  R u l e  23.

S e n a t e  b i l l s  w h i c h  are r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  m a y  r e q u i r e  an 
1 1 - d a y  t i m e  f r a m e  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  b e  h e a r d  in a H o u s e  
c o m m i t t e e .  B e c a u s e  of this, h o u s e  c o m m i t t e e s  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  
a d e q u a t e  t i m e  to  h e a r  t h e  s e n a t e  bills.



RULE 23. COMMI TT EE  MEETINGS. (a) W ri tt en  notice 
of the time, place and subject m a tt er  of all meetings 
of standing, special, and joint co mm ittees during a 
w eek shall be p ro vi de d by the p e rs on  w h o  chairs the 
committee to the chief clerk or secretary by 4:00 p.m. 
on the preceding Thursday. The p er so n w h o  chairs the 
committee to wh i ch  a bill or resolution is first r e f e r­
red shall provide to the chief clerk or secretary 
w ri tte n notice of the time and pla ;e of the first 
public hearing on the b i l l  or re so lu ti on at least five 
days before the hearing. However, this r eq ui rem en t may 
be w a i v e d  by m otion of the person w ho  chairs the c o m­
mitte e to wh ic h a bi ll  or r e so lut io n is first referred 
if concu rr ed  in by m a jo r it y vote of the full me mb ership 
of the house. The chief clerk or secretary shall 
pub li sh  and distribute copies of the w e e k l y  schedule of 
committee mee tings and of the f ive -d ay  n ot ice  of h e a r­
ing.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B T  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S KA :

* S e c t i o n  1. R u le  23 of the U n i f o n a  Ru l e s  o f  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a -

10 ture is a m e n d e d  to read:

11 R U L E  23. C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S . (a) At least five d a v s  b e f o r e  the

^  fle e c *n Rj w r i t t e n  [W R IT T EN ]  n o t i c e  of th e  time, p l a c e  a n d s u b j e c t

13 [MATTER] of all m e e t i n g s  o f  s t a n d i ng ,  s p e c i a l ,  a n d  J o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s

^  [ D UR I NG  A  WE E K]  shall b e  p r o v i d e d  by the p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  the conrait-

15 C e e - If the su b j e c t  o f  the m e e t i n g  i n c l u d e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a b i l l

16 o r  r e s o l u t i o n ,  the n o t i c e  shall i d e n t i f y  the b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  bv

17 n u m b e r. I f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  is in se s s i o n ,  n o t i c e  sh al l  b e  g i v e n  to

18 the ch i e f  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  by 3 : 0 0  [4:00] p.m. If the l e g i s l a t u r e

19 is not in s e s s i o n  the n o t i c e  s h a l l  he p r o v i d e d  to a L e g i s l a t i v e  Infor-

30 n a t i o n  Of f i c e .  T h e  o f f i c e  to w h i c h  the n o t i c e  is p r o v i d e d  sh a l l

2 1  d i s t r i b u t e  the n o t i c e  to e a c h  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  o r

22 L e g i s l a t i v e  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  C e n t e r  that is o p e n  d u r i n g  the i n t e r i m  [ON

23 T H E  P R E C E D I N G  T H U R S D A Y .  T H E  P E R S O N  W H O  C H A I R S  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  T O  W H I C H

24 A  B I L L  O R  R E S O L U T I O N  IS F I R S T  R E F E R R E D  S H A L L  P R O V I D E  T O  T H E  C H I E F

25 C L E R K  O R  S E C R E T A R Y  W R I T T E N  N O T I C E  O F  T H E  T I M E  A N D  P I A C E  O F  T H E  F I R S T

26 P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  O N  T H E  BI L  O R  R E S O L U T I O N  A T  L E A S T  F I V E  D A Y S  B E F O R E  T H E

27 H E A R I N G ] ,

28 (b) T he  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  (a) of this ru l e [ H O W E V E R .  T H I S

29 R E Q U I R E M E N T ]  m a y  be w a i v e d  by m o t i o n  of t h e p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  the

1 c o m m i t t e e  to w h i c h  a bill o r  r e s o l u t i o n  is [FIRST] r e f e r r e d  if con-

2 c u r r e d  in by m a j o r i t y  vo c e of the full m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the house .

J T h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  or s e c r e t a r y  sh al l  p u b l i s h  and d i s t r i b u t e

4 e a c h  d ay  the h o u s e  is in s e s s i o n  a [ CO PIES O F  T H E  W E E KL Y ] s c h e d u l e  of

5 c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  s c h e o u l e d  for the n et t  s e v e n  da v s [ A N D  O F  T H E

6 F I V E - D A Y  N O T I C E  O F  H E A R I NG ] .

S e c t i o n  1. R u l e  23 o f  th e  U n i f o r m  Rules

T h i s  p r o p o s e d  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  b r e a k  R u l e  2 3 (a) into t h r e e  
parts: (a). (bl an d  c .

R u l e  23(a) p r o p o s e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  " w e e k l y  c o m m i t t e e  
s c h e d u l e "  p r o v i s i o n  e n t i r e l y  and i n s t e a d  m a i n t a i n  a 5 - d a y  
w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o n  all legisl a t i o n .

A d d e d  w o r d i n g  w h i c h  c l a r i f i e s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  
po l i c y ;  w h i c h  is that if t h e  s u b j e c t  of a m e e t i n g  i n c l u d e s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a b i l l  o r  reso l u t i o n ,  t h e  n o t i c e  m u s t  be 
i d e n t i f i e d  b y  n u m b e r .

A d d e d  to R u l e  23(a) is a p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
t h a t  m e e t i n g  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e s  o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  C e n t e r s  t hat 
a r e  o p e n  d u r i n g  t h e  interim.

R u l e  23(b) - p r e v i o u s l y  i n c l u d e d  in c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  of 
R u l e  23(a), r e l a t e s  to w a i v e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  s t a t e s  that 
n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m a y  b e  w a i v e d  b y  a m o t i o n  if c o n c u r r e d  in 
b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of the full m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  hou s e .  T his 
p r o v i s i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  r e l a t e d  to b i l l s  of f i r s t  r e f e r r a l  only.

R u l e  23(c) - p r e v i o u s l y  in c l u d e d  in c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  of 
R u l e  23(a) and r e q u i r e d  a o n c e  a w e e k  p u b l i c a t i o n  of the 
s c h e d u l e ;  this v e r s i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  the c h i e f  c l e r k  o r  
s e c r e t a r y  p u b l i s h  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  e a c h  d a y  t h e  h o u s e  is in 
s e s s i o n  a s c h e d u l e  of c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  s c h e d u l e d  fo r  the 
n ex t  s e v e n  d a v s . W e  c u r r e n t l y  u s e  this s y s t e m ,  an d  h a v e  found 
it m u c h  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t .  N o t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  c a n c e l l a t i o n s ,  
m e e t i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  c o n t i n u e d  v i t h J n  th e  w e e k  a t  a n o t h e r  time, 
etc., m a y  be a d d e d  to th e  s c h e d u l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k  g i v i n g  
m o r e  a d e q u a t e  p u b l i c  notice.

CURRENT VERSION

PROPOSED VERSION

ANALYSIS



(b) The pers on w ho  chairs a standing, special, or 
joint committee shall p r ovi de the chief clerk or s e c r e­
tary w r it te n n ot ic e of the change in the time, place or
subject m at t er  of a meeting. At the next  daily legis- CURRENT VERSION
lative session, noti ce  of the schedule change shall be 
annou nc ed by the chief clerk or secretary and p ublished 
as a notice in the journal of the house.

7 (d) T h e  p l a c e  of a s c h e d u l e d  B e t t i n g  o f  a st an d in g . i p t c u l .  o r

8 J o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  ma y  be a l t e r e d  o r  the t i me  o r  s ub ject p o s t p o n e d  at PROPOSED VERSION

1 a n y  tine, [(b)] The p e r s o n  w h o  c h a ir s  the [A S T A ND I NG ,  S PE C I A L ,  O R

10 J O I N T]  c o m n i c c e e  shall p r o v i d e  the c h i e f  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  w r i t t e n

11 n o t i c e  of the c h a n g e . N o t i c e  [IN T H E  T IM E .  P L A C E  O R  S U B J E C T  M A T T E R  O F

12 A  M EE T IN G . A T  T H E  N E X T  D A I L Y  L E G I S L A T I V E  SE S S I O N ,  N O T I C E ]  of the

13 s c h e d u l e  c h a n g e  shall be [ A N N O U N C E D  BY T H E  C H I E F  C L E R K  O R  S E C R E T A R Y

14 AN D ] p u b l i s h e d  as a n o t i c e  In the J o u r n a l  o f  the h o u s e  and, if a

15 r e g u l a r  f lo o r  s e s s i o n  o cc u r s  b e f o r e  the t i m e  of the c h a n g e d  m e e t i n g .

16 t h e  s c h e d u l e  c h a n R e  sha l l be a n n o u n c e d .

R u l e  23(d) p r e v i o u s l y  23(b), r e w r i t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  
c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  5 - d a y  n o t i c e  of m e e t i n g s .  R e f e r r i n g  
to  m e e t i n g s  as a l t e r e d  o r  p o s t p o n e d  a n d  r e m o v i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  
[ c h a n g e d ] , w i l l  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  
b y  t h e  w o r d  c h a n g e d . [Changed] is c o n t i n u a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  to  
m e a n  a c o m m i t t e e  c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  c h a n g e  (i.e., a d d  n e w  bills) 
t o  t h e i r  s c h e d u l e .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  m e e t i n g s  a l t e r e d  or  
p o s t p o n e d  m u s t  b e  a n n o u n c e d  c n  t h e  f l o o r  if a r e g u l a r  f l o o r  
s e s s i o n  o c c u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e d  m e e t i n g . T h i s  
s t r e n g t h e n s  c u r r e n t  p o l i c y .  N o t e : in  o r d e r  t o  a l t e r  a
m e e t i n g ,  y o u  m u s t  c o n s i d e r  23(a) w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  f i v e  d a y  
n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  w h i c h  m a y  o n l y  b e  w a i v e d  b y  a m o t i o n  a n d  
c o n c u r r e d  in b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
ho u s e .

or joint c o ^ l e ^ n a y T . ' ^ l n c e n e d 5 a t " ™ 8 , t ■ 
possible, n otice of  the ca nc el l at io n shall be given in 

of t M s 8r S ? r r 35 P " V l d e d  f°r °f change in (b"

CURRENT VERSIDM

17

14

19

20 

21

Ili [(c)] A  s c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g  o f  » s t a n d i n g ,  sp e c i a l ,  o r  j o i n t  

c o m m i t t e e  m a y  b e  c a n c e l l e d  o r  c o n a l d e r a t l o n  o f  a s c h e d u l e d  bill. 

r e sol u ti o n,  o r  o t h e r  s u b j e c t m a y  be c a n c e l l e d  at a n y time. N o t i c e  [IF 

P O S S I B LE ,  N0TIC..J of the c a n c e l l a t i o n  sh a l l  b e  g i v e n  in the s am e  

m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  for n o t i c e  o f  c h a n g e  in _[£] [(b)] o f  th i a rule. PROPOSED VERSTOM

R u l e  23(e) - p r e v i o u s l y  23(c), d e f i n e s  a c t u a l  i n t e n t  of 
t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  p o l i c y .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  o n l y  a l l o w e d  f o r  a m e e t i n g  to  b e  c a n c e l l e d ?  23(e) a d d s  ANALYSIS 
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o r  p o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  a s i n g l e  bill, 
r e s o l u t i o n ,  o r  s ubject.



(d) The pro visions of (a) and (b) of this rule do 
not apply to a standing, special, or joint committee 
m e e t i n g  s cheduled after the date a conference committee 
has b e e n  chosen to consid er  amendments to or d if f e r­
ences b et we en  ve rsions of the general appropriation 
act. However, a person w ho chairs a standing, special, 
or joint committee shall pos t w r i t t e n  notice of the 
time, p la ce  and subject m at te r of a m ee ti ng  at least 2U 
hours b efo re  the meeting.
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i l l  f(d)] T h t  p r o v i s i o n s  of (*) - (d) [ A N D  (b)] of th i s rule do 

n ot  a p p l y  to a s t a n di n g,  sp u ci a l,  o r  Jo i n t  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  

a f t e r  the d a t e  a c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  h as  b e e n  c h o s e n  to c o n s i d e r  

a m e n d m e n t s  to o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  v e r s i o n s  of the g e n e r a l  a p p r o­

p r i a t i o n  act. H o we v e r ,  a p e r s o n  w h o  c h a i r s  a s t a n d in g , s p ec i a l ,  o r  

J o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  shall p os t  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  the time, p l a c e ^  and 

s u b j e c t  [ H ATTER] of a m e e t i n g  at l e a s t  24 h o u r s  b e f o r e  t he  m e et i n g .  

If the s u b j e c t  of the m e e t i n g  I n c l u d e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a bill o r

PROPOSED VERSION

1 r e s o lu t io n , the n o t i c e  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  t he  b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  by num-

2 ber.

R u l e  23(f) - R e f l e c t s  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  R u l e  23(a) in t o  
( a ) , ( b ) , a n d  (c) i n t o  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  a n d  s h o w s  t h a t  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  n o w  r e l a t e  t o  (a) - ( d ) . N e w  l a n g u a g e  a d d s  a 
p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e  i d e n t i f y  t h e  b i l l  or  

r e s o l u t i o n  b y  n u m b e r .

ANALYSIS

(e) The pr ov is io ns  of (a) - (d) of this rule do 
not apply to mee tings of

(1) the Rules Comm itt ee  w he n  it meets for CURRENT VERSION
the purpose of pr ep ar i ng  the daily calendar; ------------------ -

(2) the Committee on Committees re ferred to 
in Rule 1(e); or

(3) standing, special, or joint committees 
w h e n  the committee mee ts  during the interim between 
s e s s i o n s .

3
1 * 1  [(e)] T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of (a) - i f l  [(d)] this r u l e  do not

t, apply to m e e t i n g s  of

5 (I) the R ul e s  C o m m i t t e e  w h e n  it m e e t s  for che p u r p o s e  of

6 p r e p a r i n g  the d a i l y  c a l e n d a r ;

; (2) the C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m i t t e e s  r e f e r r e d  to i n  R u l e  1(e);

8 or

9 (3) s t a n d i n g ,  s p e c i a l ,  o r  J o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s  d u r i n g  a speci_aj

10 s e s s i o n  [WHEN T H E  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T S  D U R 1 N C  T H E  I N T E R I M  B E T W E E N  SES-

PROPOSED VERSION

11 S 1 0 N S ] .

R u l e  23(g) - R e f l e c t s  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  R u l e  23(a) i n t o  3 
s e c t i o n s .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  (a) - (d) n o w  r e l a t e  to (a) - 
( f ). R u l e  23(g) is c h a n g e d  to  e x e m p t  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s  f r o m  a n a l y s i s  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  R u l e  23(a) - ( f ) , w h i c h  w o u l d  
b e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  d u r i n g  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s .

R u l e  23(g) - (3) o r i g i n a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  d o  
n o t  a p p l y  t o  a c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  m e e t s  d u r i n g  t h e  interim. W e  
h a v e  a d d e d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  n o t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d u r i n g  
t h e  i n t e r i m  i n t o  23(a), w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  be  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e s  and 
L e g i s l a t i v e  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  O f f i c e s  d u r i n g  in t e r i m .



(1) shall r ec or d its m ee ti ng s el ec tr onically 
and p repare a log of the re co r di n g adequate to locate 
specific testimony;

(2) shall prepare m i nu te s of each m e et i ng  of CURRENT VERSION
the c ommittee on a s ta ndard form p re s cr ib e d join tl y bv
the Rules Co mm ittees of the h ou se  and the senate; the
mi nu te s shall include

(A) a list of the names of each m ember 
present during the meeting;

(B) a list of the name and affiliation 
of each w i t ne ss  tes ti fy in g befo re  the committee;

(C) a b r i e f  state me nt  of the position 
of the wit ne ss  on the subject t estified upon; and

(D) each a me nd me n t formally considered 
by the committee, the nam e of the m e mb er  m oving 
a dop ti on  of the amendment, the action taken on the 
amendment, and the yeas and nays if a committee 
m em b er  has r eq ue st ed  a roll call vote on adonrion 
of an amendment;

(3) shall m a i n t a i n  a chronol ogi ca l file of 
minutes, copies of w h i c h  shall be mad e available upon 

request to committee m em be rs  and the public; committee- 
minutes, tapes and other m a t er i al s  of research value 
shall be d e li ve re d by the comm it te e at the end of each 
ses si on  or each legislature to the legislative r e f e r­
ence library for ap pr op ri at e disposition;

(4) m a y  m ake a va il ab le  to the Legislative 
Affairs A g en c y a copy of all m i nu te s of committee 
m eetings during the session for entry of the minutes as 
a data ba se  on the l egislative co mputer system.

12 £ h }  [(f)] E a c h  s t a n d i n g ,  s p e c i a l ,  a n d  J o i n t  c o m m i t t e e

13 (1 ) shall r e c o r d  its m e e t i n g s  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  and p r e p a r e  a

1 4  log of Che r e c o r d i n g  a d e q u a t e  to l o c a t e  s p e c i f i c  t es t i m o n y ;

15 (2) shall p r e p a r e  m i n u t e s  of e a c h  m e e t i n g  of the co m m i t t e e

16 on a s t a n d a r d  f or m  p r e s c r i b e d  J o i n t l y  b y  t h e R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e s  of the

17 h o u s e  a n d  the senate; t h e m i n u t e s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  PROPOSED VERSION

IB (a ) a list of the n a m e s  o f  e a c h  m e m b e r  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g

19 the me e ti n g;

j o  (B) a list of t h e n a m e  a n d  a f f i l i a t i o n  of e a c h  wi t n e s s

21 t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ;

22 (C) a b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  of the p o s i t i o n  of the w i t n e s s

2 3  o n  the su b j e c t  t e s t i f i e d  up o n ;  a nd

2 4  (D) e a c h  a m e n d m e n t  f o r m a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  by the commit-

25 tee, the n a m e  of the m e m b e r  m o v i n g  a d o p t i o n  of the a me n d m e n t ,  the

2 6  a c t i o n  t a k e n  o n  t h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  a nd  th e  y e a s  a n d  n a y s  if a com-

2 7  m i t t e e  m e m b e r  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a roll ca l l v o t e  o n  a d o p t i o n  of an

2 8  a m e n dm e nt ;

2 9 (3) sha l l m a i n t a i n  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f i l e  o f  m i n u t e s ,  copies

1 of w h i c h  s ha l l  be m a d a  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t  to c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  and

2 t he  p u b l i c ;  c o m m i t t e e  m i n u t e s ,  c a p e s  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  of r e s e a r c h

3 v a l u e  sh a ll  be d e l i v e r e d  by Che c o m m i t t e e  at the e nd  of e a c h  s e s s i o n

9 o r  e a c h  l e g i s l a t u r e  Co Che l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e  library for appr o-

5 p r i a c e  d i s p o s i t i o n ;

6 (9) s h a l l  [MAY] m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  to the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s

7 A g e n c y  a copy of all m i n u t e s  of c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  d u r i n g  the s e s s i o n

8 f or  e n t r y  of the m i n u t e s  as a d a t a  b a s e  o n  the l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m p u t e r

9 system.

R u l e  23(h) - c h a n g e s  f r o m  (f) t o  (h) t o  i n d i c a t e  p r e v i o u s  
c h a n g e s .  R u l e  23(h) 4 a m e n d s  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  to  s t a t e  t h a t  
c o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l , r a t h e r  t h a n  may, m a k e  t h e i r  m i n u t e s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  c o m p u t e r  system. T h i s  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p r e s e n t  
p r o c e d u r e .



I

10

u

12

13

14

15

H )  T he  p r o v i s i o n s  of (a) - fh) of this r u le  do not a £ £ l »  to

subcjnnmlttees of sta n di n g,  s pe c ie ! , o r  J oi n t  c om a lt t ee s . H o w e v e r ,

r e a s o n a b l e  n o t i c e  o f  the tim e, p l a c e, a n d s u b j e c t  o f  a s u b c o m m i t t e e

m e e t i n g  sh al l  be pro v id e d.  If the s u b j e c t  of the s u b c o a m i t t a e  m e e t i n g  

i n c l u d e s  co n s i d e r a t i o n  of a bill o r  r e s o l u t i o n ,  the n o t i c e — sha ll  

l d e n t l fv the bill o r  r e s o l u t i o n  by number.
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, ^ j 6 ^ 2 3 / ^ , ” T h -̂S a n  e n t i r e l y  n e w  s e c t i o n  w h i c h  h a s
b e e n  a d d e d  w h i c h  e x e m p t s  s u b c o m m i t t e e s  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s ,  h o w e v e r . 
r e q u i r e s  a " r e a s o n a b l e "  n o t i f i c a t i o n  (w h i c h  r e l a t e s  to  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of  t h e  o p e n  m e e t i n g s  l a w  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  S t a t u t e s )  
of time, p l a c e  a n d  s u b j e c t  of  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  a n d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  require ’ t h a t  if a s u b c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  l i s t  a 
n u m b e r  o f  a b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n .

ANALYSIS
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H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  12 
(BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E )

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  R u l e  23 of  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s  of t h e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s .

S e c t i o n  1. R u l e  23 o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  R u l e s

T h i s  p r o p o s e d  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  b r e a k  R u l e  23(a) i n t o  t h r e e  
p a r t s ;  f a ) , (b) a n d  c .

R u l e  23(a) p r o p o s e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  " w e e k l y  c o m m i t t e e  
s c h e d u l e "  p r o v i s i o n  e n t i r e l y  a n d  i n s t e a d  m a i n t a i n  a 5 - d a y  
w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o n  all l e g i s l a t i o n .

A d d e d  w o r d i n g  w h i c h  c l a r i f i e s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  
p o l i c y ;  w h i c h  is t h a t  if t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a m e e t i n g  i n c l u d e s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  n o t i c e  m u s t  b e  
i d e n t i f i e d  b y  n u m b e r .

A d d e d  to  R u l e  23(a) is a p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
t h a t  m e e t i n g  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e s  o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  C e n t e r s  t h a t  
a r e  o p e n  d u r i n g  t h e  interim.

R u l e  23(b) - p r e v i o u s l y  i n c l u d e d  in c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  of 
R u l e  23(a), r e l a t e s  t o  w a i v e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  s t a t e s  t h a t  
n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m a y  b e  w a i v e d  b y  a m o t i o n  if c o n c u r r e d  in 
b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  full m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  ho u s e .  T h i s  
p r o v i s i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  r e l a t e d  t o  b i l l s  of f i r s t  r e f e r r a l  only.

R u l e  23(c) - p r e v i o u s l y  i n c l u d e d  in c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  of 
R u l e  23(a) a n d  r e q u i r e d  a o n c e  a w e e k  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  
s c h e d u l e ?  t h i s  v e r s i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  o r  
s e c r e t a r y  p u b l i s h  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  e a c h  d a y  t h e  h o u s e  is in 
s e s s i o n  a s c h e d u l e  o f  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  
n e x t  s e v e n  d a y s . W e  c u r r e n t l y  u s e  t h i s  s y s tem, a n d  h a v e  f o u n d  
it m u c h  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t .  N o t i f i c a t i o n s  of c a n c e l l a t i o n s ,  
m e e t i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h i n  t h e  w e e k  at  a n o t h e r  time, 
etc., m a y  b e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  s c h e d u l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k  g i v i n g  
m o r e  a d e q u a t e  p u b l i c  n o t ice.

R u l e  23(d) p r e v i o u s l y  23(b), r e w r i t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  
c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  5 ~ d a y  n o t i c e  of m e e t i n g s .  R e f e r r i n g  
t o  m e e t i n g s  as a l t e r e d  o r  p o s t p o n e d  a n d  r e m o v i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  
[changed], w i l l  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  
b y  t h e  w o r d  c h a n g e d . [Changed] is c o n t i n u a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  to 
m e a n  a c o m m i t t e e  c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  c h a n g e  (i.e., a d d  n e w  bills) 
to t h e i r  s c h e d u l e .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  m e e t i n g s  a l t e r e d  or 
p o s t p o n e d  m u s t  b e  a n n o u n c e d  o n  t h e  f l o o r  if a r e g u l a r  f l o o r  
s e s s i o n  o c c u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c h a n g e d  m e e t i n g . T h i s  
s t r e n g t h e n s  c u r r e n t  p o l i c y .  N o t e ; in o r d e r  t o  a l t e r  a 
m e e t i n g ,  y o u  m u s t  c o n s i d e r  23(a) w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  f i v e  d a y  
n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  w h i c h  m a y  o n l y  b e  w a i v e d  b y  a m o t i o n  a n d  
c o n c u r r e d  in b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of t h e  full m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the 
house.

-  A N A L Y S I S  -  A N A L Y S I S  -  A N A L Y S IS  -  A N A L Y S I S  -  A N A L Y S I S  -



R u l e  23(e) - p r e v i o u s l y  23(c), d e f i n e s  a c t u a l  i n t e n t  of 
t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  p o l i c y .  P r e v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  o n l y  a l l o w e d  for a m e e t i n g  t o  b e  c a n c e l l e d ;  23(e) a d d s  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o r  p o s t p o n e m e n t  of  a s i n g l e  bill, 
r e s o l u t i o n ,  o r  sub j e c t .

R u l e  23(f) - R e f l e c t s  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  of  R u l e  23(a) in t o
( a ) , ( b ) , a n d  (c) i n t o  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  a n d  s h o w s  t h a t  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  n o w  r e l a t e  t o  (a) - ( d ) . N e w  l a n g u a g e  a d d s  a 
p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e  i d e n t i f y  t h e . b i l l  or 
r e s o l u t i o n  b y  n u m b e r .  _

i

R u l e  23(g) - R e f l e c t s  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  of R u l e  23(a) i n t o  3 
s e c t i o n s .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of (a) - (d) n o w  r e l a t e  t o  (a) - 
( f ) . R u l e  23(g) is c h a n g e d  t o  e x e m p t  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s  f r o m  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  R u l e  23(a) - ( f ) , w h i c h  w o u l d  
b e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  d u r i n g  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s .

R u l e  23(g) - (3) o r i g i n a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  do 
n o t  a p p l y  t o  a c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  m e e t s  d u r i n g  t h e  interim. W e  
h a v e  a d d e d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  n o t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d u r i n g  
t h e  i n t e r i m  i n t o  23(a), w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  n o t i f i c a t i o n  be  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e s  a n d  
L e g i s l a t i v e  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  O f f i c e s  d u r i n g  i nterim.

R u l e  23(h) - c h a n g e s  f r o m  (f) t o  (h) t o  i n d i c a t e  p r e v i o u s  
c h a n g e s .  R u l e  23(h) 4 a m e n d s  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  
c o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l . r a t h e r  t h a n  may, m a k e  t h e i r  m i n u t e s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  for e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  c o m p u t e r  system. T h i s  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p r e s e n t  
p r o c e d u r e .

R u l e  2 3 (i) - T h i s  is an e n t i r e l y  n e w  s e c t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  
b e e n  a d d e d  w h i c h  e x e m p t s  s u b c o m m i t t e e s  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
o f  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  Ru l e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
r e q u i r e s  a " r e a s o n a b l e "  n o t i f i c a t i o n  (which r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  o p e n  m e e t i n g s  l a w  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  Statu t e s )  
o f  time, p l a c e  a n d  s u b j e c t  o f  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  a n d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  if a s u b c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  l i s t  a 
n u m b e r  o f  a b i l l  or  r e s o l u t i o n .



T H I S  P U B L I C A T I O N  H A S  B E E N  R E M O V E D  F R O M  T H I S  F I L E  T O  S A V E  S P A C E  
IT IS A V A I L A B L E  T H R O U G H  O T H E R  L I B R A R I E S  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  STATE.
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