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J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  DOOM  
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H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t  

f o r  S C S  S B  5 5  ( R e s )
A n  A c t  E s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e

I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  m a j o r  l a n d  o w n e r s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  
w i t h  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  o r  d i r e c t l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
r e f u g e  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  t e a m .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S a m  C o t t e n  
C o - c h a i r ,  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  
F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 9 8 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n  
C o - c h a i r ,  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  
F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 9 8 8
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R E S O L U T I O N  3 - 0 4 8 7

M I N T O  F L A T S  S T A T E  G A M E  R E F U G E

W H E R E A S , 

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,  

W H E R E A S ,  

W H E R E A S , 

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S , 

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S , 

W H E R E A S ,

S B - 5 5  h a s  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c r e a t e  a M i n t o  F l a t s  

S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  i n  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a ;  a n d

t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  e n h a n c e  h a b i t a t ,  c o n ­

s e r v e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h ­

i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s ;  a n d

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  T a n a n a  B a s i n  A r e a  P l a n ,  a l r e a d y  

i n  e f f e c t ,  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  o f f e r i n g  s i m i l a r  r e s o u r c e  p r o t e c t i o n ;  a n d

S t a t e  l a n d  i n  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  m a n a g e d  

u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  T a n a n a  B a s i n  A r e a  P l a n ;  a n d

m u c h  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  i t ' u g e  i s  a l r e a d y  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  M i n t o  G a m e  

M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a  f o r  '* p u r p o s e s  o f  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t ;  a n d

t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  M i n t o  

G a m e  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  m a n a g i n g  g a m e  r e s o u r c e s ;  

a n d

t h e r e  i s  n o  i d e n t i f i a b l e  i m p e n d i n g  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h a b i t a t  o r  r e s o u r c e s  

o f  M i n t o  F l a t s  w h i c h  m a k e s  i t s  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a g a m e  r e f u g e  d e s i r ­

a b l e  o r  n e c e s s a r y ;  a n d

M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  f o r  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m ­

m u n i t i e s ;  a n d

l a n d  d e s i g n a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  " g a m e  r e f u g e "  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  

s t r i n g e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s  w h i c h  

d e c r e a s e  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  l a n d  a n d  u t i l i z e  

i t s  r e s o u r c e s  i n  e v e n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  m a n n e r ;  a n d

s u c h  s t r i n g e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t i m e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  n e g a t e d ;  a n d

t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  i n c l u d e s  p o r t i o n s  o f  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l s  w h i c h  a r e  

p r o t e c t e d  b y  R S  2 4 7 7 r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a s  a c c e s s  

t o  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d



W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S , 

W H E R E A S ,

t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  w o u l d  o v e r l i e  p o r t i o n s  o f  i d e n t i f i e d  c o r r i d o r s  

f o r  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  e x t e n s i o n s  w e s t  f r o m  N e n a n a ,  

a n d  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t  f r o m  D u n b a r ,  t o  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  a n d / o r  t o  m i n e r a l  

d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  K o b u k  R i v e r  a r e a ;  a n d

t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  o v e r l i e s  o n e  o f  t h e  a l i g n m e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  T r a n s A l a s k a  G a s  S y s t e m  P i p e l i n e ;  a n d

t h e  r e f u g e  p r o p o s a l  i n c r u d e s  a m i n e r a l  c l o s u r e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  

n o  n e e d ;

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  b e  i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  S t a t e  l a n d  i n  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  s h o u l d  

N O T  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e .



Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc
201 F irst Ave. 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907) 452-8251

YUKON-TANANA SUBREGION

A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S a m  C o t t e n  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V (MS 3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o t t e n :

My n a m e  i s  O s c a r  F r a n k ,  J r . ,  I  am t h e  C o m m u n i t y  R e s o u r c e s  C o o r d i n a t o r  

f o r  t h e  T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  I n c . - Y u k o n  T a n a n a  S u b r e g i o n  O f f i c e .  

M i n t o  i s  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  Yur ion  T a n a n a  S u b r e g i o n  a n d  t h e y ' v e  

b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s  o n  s e e k i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g ­

n a t i o n ,  a  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e .

T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  g a m e  r e f u g e  i n  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  C r e a m e r ' s  

F i e l d .  T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S u p p o r t  G r o u p  h a s  b e e n  m e e t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

p a s t  y e a r  o n  s e e k i n g  a  M i n t o  F l a t s  Game R e f u g e .  T h e  g a m e  r e f u g e  w o u l d  

p r o t e c t  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  a n d  s t i l l  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  

u s e .

T h e  e n c l o s e d  T . C . C .  r e s o l u t i o n  8 7 - 2  a r e  M i n t o  V i l l a g e r s  r e a s o n s  f o r  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  Game R e f u g e .  I f  I  c a n  b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t ­

a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me a t  4 5 2 - 8 2 5 1 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

\X
O s c a r  F r a n k ,  J r . ,  C o m m u n i t y  R e s o u r c e s  C o o r d i n a t o r  

Y u k o n - T a n a n a  S u b r e g i o n

O F / s w

E n c l o s u r e :  T . C . C .  r e s o l u t i o n  8 7 - 2
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TANANA C H I E F S  C O N F E R E N C E ,  I N C .

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  8 7 - 2
-J • 1

M i n t o  F l a t s  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

t h e  V i l l a g e s  o f  M i n t o  a n d  N e n a n a  h a v e  s u b s i s t e d  o n  F i s h  a n d  Game 

f r o m  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  a n d

t h e r e  i s  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  F i s h  a n d  Game h a b i t a t ;  

a n d

p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  a l l  A l a s k a n s  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  

i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ;  a n d

a  B i l l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game  R e f u g e  i s  n o w  u n d e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e :  .d

s p o r t s m a n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  

v a r i o u s  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  g r o u p s  h a v e  s i g n e d  o f f  o n  t h i s  b i l l .

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

NOW T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

s u p p o r t s  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .

AND B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R ES O LV ED  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  u r g e s  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o n d u c t  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  h e a r i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .

C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I  h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  d u l y  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  T a n a n a  C h i e f s  

C o n f e r e n c e ,  I n c .  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o n  M a r c h  1 9 ,  1 9 8 7  a t  F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  a n d  a  

q u o r u m  w a s  d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .

S u b m i t t e d  b y :  F a i r b a n k s  S u b r e g i o n

D a i s y  N o r t h v k v  ^

S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r

T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  I n c .
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A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 9 8 7

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a c k  C o g h i l l  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a l '  J a c k ;

T h a n k s  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  m y  c a l l .

T h e  M i n t o  B i l l  - ( e n c l o s e d ) -  i s  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  m o n t h s  o f  w o r k  t h a t  put a l l  t h e  a s s o r t e d  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  a g r e e m e n t  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  o f  t h e  r i s k  o f  s u p p o r t . .

R e v i e w  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  a n d  g r o u p s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a n g u a g e  - ( t h e  t e r m  g u a r a n t e e ) . We 
w e r e  i n  1 0 0 %  c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  o n  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  a n d  t h a t  s u s ­

t a i n e d  y i e l d  management is m o r e  t h a n  a d e q u a t e  t o  c a r e  f o r  a l l  c o n c e r n s .  R e f u g e  i s  t h e  

w r o n g  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  P u b l i c  S h o o t i n g  A r e a  i s  m o r e  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  

d e s i r e s .  We d o n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  l a n d  d e s i g n a t i o n  s o  R e f u g e  i s  O K  w i t h  t h e  " G u a r a n  t e e s "  l e f t  

i n .

I t  i s  f e l t  i h a t  w i t h  t h e  " G u a r a n t e e s "  d e l e t e d .  R e f u g e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e .

S c o t t  G r u n d y  o f  H a b i t a t  l e f t  t h e  m i n e r a l  i n d u s t r y  o u t  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  t h i s  I 

o b j e c t e d  t o ; c n d  l o s t .  T h e  m i n e r s  c o n t a c t e d  m e  a n d  I  s u g g e s t e d  t h e y  l o b b y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  1 w o u l d  p e r s o n a l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e m .

Y o u  w i l l  f i n d  m y  s i g n a t u r e  m i s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  a p p r o v a l  s h e e t .  1 w a s  t h e  d e s i g n e e  f o r  t h e  

O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  t h a t  n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  B i l l .  S a m  H a r b o  s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  C o u n c i l .

T h e  b e s t  I  c a n  t e l l ,  S c o t t  G r u n d y  a n d  t h e  H a b i t a t  d i v i s i o n  g e t  a l l  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  

d e c e p t i o n  t h a t  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  T h e y  h a v e  u s e d  o u r  s i g n a t u r e s  a n d  e n d o r s e m e n t s  o n  a  

b i l l  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  a g r e e  t o .  1  t h i n k  B i n k l e y  w a s  d e c e i v e d  a l s o .

A  f e w  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  are f i n d i n g  o u t :

1 .  T h e  r e g u l a t o r s  c a n ' t  b e  t r u s t e d  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t .

2 .  We a l r e a d y  h a v e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  1 6 8 ,  0 0 0 ,  0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  r e f u g e ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  p a r k s , e t c .  

r e s t r i c t i n g  h u m a n  u s e  -  h o w  m u c h  i s  a d e q u a t e ?



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a c k  C o a h i l l  

A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 9 8 7  

P a g e  2

3 .  E a c h  a c r e  w e  l o c k  u p  b e f o r e  r e s o u r c e  a s s e s s m e n t  f u r t h e r  a f f e c t s  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  

f e e d  ou r families a n d  a d d s  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  B u r e a u c r a c y .

4 .  A N V J A R  i s  a  c u r r e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c l a s s  p o s i t i o n  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  

p u t  i n .  b e h i n d  t h v .  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h a n k s  f o r  y o u '  'uric.

R e g a r d s ,

B i l l  H a g a i '

4 3 1  G a f f n e y  R o a d  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1

P P P  | p

B H  / s h  

e n d s
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D e a r  H o n o r a b l e  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e :

W e  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  u s e r s  o f  t h e  M i n t o  f l a t s  a r e a  , u r g e  y o u  
t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  e n c l o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  M i n t o  
F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e .

T h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  g a m e  a n d  n o n g a m e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  
i n  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  i s  w i d e l y  r e c o g n i z e d  ( e . g . ,  m o o s e ,  
b l a c k  b e a r ,  b e a v e r ,  m u s k r a t ,  r i v e r  o t t e r ,  w o l f ,  r e d  f o x ,  
w a t e r f o w l ,  n o r t h e r n  p i k e ,  w b i t e f i s h  ( i n c l u d i n g  s h e e f i s h ] ,  
a n d  s a l m o n ) . T h e  S p o r t  F i s h  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  1 9 8 4 ,  8 1 9  
a n g l e r s  s p e n t  1 8 2 9  d a y s  f i s h i n g  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  a n d  
h a r v e s t e d  o v e r  2 3 0 0  f i s h .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F i s h  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g  a n n u a l  a e r i a l  w a t e r f o w l  
b r e e d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  s u r v e y s  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  3 0  y e a r s ;  t h e y  

s t a t e  t h a t  " T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  
q u a l i t y  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t s  o n  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  
c o n t i n e n t . "  M i n t o  f l a t s  i s  a  v e r y  p o p u l a r  h u m a n  u s e  a r e a  
f o r  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g  a n d  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  u s e s .  T h e  
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  
1 9 8 4  w a t e r f o w l  s e a s o n  5 , 0 9 4  h u n t e r  d a y s  ( 6 . 7 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
w a t e r f o w l  h u n t e r  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  s t a t e )  w e r e  e x p e n d e d  h u n t i n g  
w a t e r f o w l  i n  t h e  M i n t o  a r e a .  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  1 9 8 4  h a r v e s t  i n  
t h e  M i n t o  a r e a  w a s  1 1 , 6 8 5  d u c k s  ( 1 1 . 5 %  o f  t o t a l  s t a t e  
h a r v e s t )  a n d  7 7 7  g e e s e  ( 5 . 1 %  o f  t o t a l  s t a t e  h a r v e s t ) .

I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  i n  p r o p o s i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n t o  
F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  1 )  r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  h i g h  v a l u e  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  
a r e a ;  2 )  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  
t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h a r v e s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  G a m e ;  3 )  
g u a r a n t e e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c u s t o m a r y  a c c e s s  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ;  
a n d  4 )  p e r p e t u a t e  n o n c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e s .  I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  
t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h u m a n  u s e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  
a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w  o r  

f o u n d  t o  b e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  
r e f u g e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d :

( 1 )  H i k i n g  a n d  b a c k p a c k i n g ,  h o r s e  a n d  d o g  t e a m  t r a v e l ,  
c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g ,  s n o w m a c h i n i n g ,  b o a t i n g ,  l a n d i n g  
o f  a i r c r a f t  a n d  c a m p i n g  ( t o  i n c l u d e  c a m p f i r e s ) ;

( 2 )  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g ;  a n d
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( 3 )  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  u s e s  t h a t  a r e  t e m p o r a r y  i n  d u r a t i o n  a n d  
h a v e  n o  f o r e s e e a b l e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  v e g e t a t i o n ,  
d r a i n a g e ,  s o i l  s t a b i l i t y ,  f i s h ,  g a m e  o r  t h e i r  h a b i t a t .

W h e n  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  a  u s e  i s  q u e s t i o n e d ,  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  s p e c i f i c  f a c t
f i n d i n g  e f f o r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  p r i o r  t o  m a k i n g  

a  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  a d j a c e n t  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e
R e f u g e .  I t  i s  o u r  d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
G a m e  b e  f u n d e d  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

i m p o r t a n t  a r e a .

I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  o f  
i n t e n t  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e c o r d  
d u r i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e

R e f u g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

. S a m u e l  H a r b o  
' P r e s i d e n t  

A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  

P . O .  B o x  7 3 4 7 8  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K 9 9 7 0 7

sAvv-PfQuiiigu JfV -Qu
P a m e l a  B r u c e ’ { 
P r e s i d e n t  
A r c t i c  A u d u b o n  
9 4 0  K a l i n a  R o a d  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 1 ?

u.

J a m e s  M u l v i h i l l  
P r e s i d e n t
C l e a r y  S k y  S p o r t s m e n  C l u b  

P . O .  B o x  2 5 4  
C l e a r ,  A K  9 9 7 0 4



,?w<ivr»ih8s • c  >*%*»*•
• ’I *  • *. •. ’l • ' . » . * •  •• A . *. . * • . •  • . % » , * ,  «• %  . M  J - ■ • • > * ■ •  » » • * ' • • •  * 1 I • • - j

P r o p o s e d  M i n t o  F l a t s  
S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e

- 3 - 5 / 2 7 / 8 6

T h o m a s  S c a r b o r o u g h  
P r e s i d e n t
F a i r b a n k s  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  
1 6 7 6  T a r o k a  D r i v e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 1

-----

M i c h a e l  P e a r s o n  
P r e s i d e n t
H e a l y / C l e a r  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  

P . O .  B o x  4 6 9  
C l e a r ,  A K  J 7 0 4

C h i e f
M i n t o  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l  
G e n e r a l  D e l i v e r y  
M i n t o ,  A K  9 9 7 5 8

M i ' t c h  D e m i e n c i *
C h i e f
N e n a n a  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l  

P . O .  B o x  2 5 1  
N e n a n a ,  A K  9 9 7 6 0

r z
— R Z n d y  R c

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C e n t e r  

2 1 8  D r i v e w a y  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 1

( o b e r t  C h a r l i e  
L a n d  M a n a g e r
S e t h - d e - y a - a h  C o r p o r a t i o n  
B o x  8 4 9
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 7
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O l i v e r  B u r r i s  
P r e s i d e n t  
T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S p o r t s m a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 99701

T & s

Enclosure



5 / 2 7 / 8 6

I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE  OF ALASKA 
F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S IO N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e
G am e  R e f u g e . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE  OF A LA SK A :

* S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 16 .20 i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  
s e c t i o n  AS 1 6 .2 0 ,0 3 7 ,  t o  r e a d :

S e c t i o n  1 6 .2 0 .0 3 7 .  M i n t o  F i a t s  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g e ,
( a )  A l l  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  
M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G am e  R e f u g e :

T o w n s h i p  1 N . ,  R a n g e  6 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  2 - 1 1  
S e c t i o n s  14 - 23 
S e c t i o n s  26 - 34

T o w n s h i p  1 N . ,  R a n g e  7 W . ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 6  A l l

T o w n s h i p  1 N . ,  R a n g e  8 W . ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 6  
S e c t i o n s  21 - 28 
S e c t i o n  35: Eh 
S e c t i o n  36

T o w n s h i p  1 N . ,  R a n g e  9 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 — 12

T o w n s h i p  1 N . ,  R a n g e  10 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 2

T o w n s h i p  1 N . .  R a n g e  11 W . ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 4  
S e c t i o n s  8 - 1 7  
S e c t i o n s  20 - 29

T o w n s h i p  2 N . ,  R a n g e  6 W . ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 6  A l l

T o w n s h i p  2 N . ,  R a n g e  7 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 6  A l l

T o w n s h i p  2 N . ,  R a n g e  8 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 6  A l l
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T o w n s h i p  2 N . ,  R a n g e  9 W . f F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 6  A l l

T o w n s h i p  2 N . ,  R a n g e  10 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  3 
S e c t i o n s  8 - 1 0  
S e c t i o n  11: S h N h ,  S h  
S e c t i o n  12: ShNh/  S h  
S e c t i o n s  13 - 36

T o w n s h i p  2 N . ,  R a n g e  11 N .  , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  13-15 
S e c t i o n s  22-27 
S e c t i o n s  34-36

T o w n s h i p  3 N . ,  R a n g e  6 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  13 - 36

T o w n s h i p  3 N . ,  R a n g e  7 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  6 - 8  
S e c t i o n  9: S h S h  
S e c t i o n s  13 - 36

T o w n s h i p  3 N . ,  R a n g e  8 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  1 
S e c t i o n s  5 - 1 0  
S e c t i o n s  14 - 23 
S e c t i o n s  25 - 36

T o w n s h i p  3 N . ,  R a n g e  9 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  24: S h  
S e c t i o n  25 
S e c t i o n s  33 - 36

T o w n s h i p  3 N . ,  R a n g e  10 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  34 - 35

T o w n s h i p  4 N . ,  R a n g e  6 W . ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  2 - 9  
S e c t i o n s  16 - 21

T o w n s h i p  4 N . ,  R a n g e  7 VI., F a i r L a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 4  
S e c t i o n  5: S h  
S e c t i o n  6: S h  
S e c t i o n s  7 - 2 4  
S e c t i o n s  30 - 31

T o w n s h i p  4 N . ,  R a n g e  8 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  10 - 15 
S e c t i o n s  22 - 27
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S e c t i o n s  30 - 31 
S e c t i o n s  35 -36

T o w n s h i p  5 N . ,  R a n g e  5 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  6• Wk 
S e c t i o n  7:
S e c t i o n  18: Wh

T o w n s h i p  5 N . ,  R a n g e  6 W. , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3  
S e c t i o n  4: SE*s 
S e c t i o n  9: Eh 
S e c t i o n s  10 - 15 
S e c t i o n  16: Eh, SWh 
S e c t i o n  20: S^
S e c t i o n s  21 - 29 
S e c t i o n s  31 - 36

T o w n s h i p  5 N . ,  R a n g e  7 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  35: SE-1*
S e c t i o n  36: S k

T o w n s h i p  1 S . ,  R a n g e  6 W. , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  5 - 8  
S e c t i o n s  17 - 20 
S e c t i o n s  29 - 31

T o w n s h i p  1 S . ,  R a n g e  7 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 — 3 6 M l

T o w n s h i p  1 S . ,  R a n g e  8 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 2  
S e c t i o n s  11 - 14 
S e c t i o n s  23 - M  
S e c t i o n s  35 - 36

T o w n s h i p  1 S . ,  R a n g e  9 W. , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 6  A l l

T o w n s h i p  1 S . ,  R a n g e  10 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  7 - 3 6

T o w n s h i p  1 S . ,  R a n g e  11 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  25 - 26 
S e c t i o n s  35 - 36

T o w n s h i p  2 S . ,  R a n g e  6 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  6: S^NW^, S^
S e c t i o n  7: A l l  N .  a n d  W. o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  ROW 
S e c t i o n  18: A l l  N .  a n d  W. o f  t h e  A l a s k a
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R a i l r o a d  R O W  

S e c t i o n  19: A l l  N .  A n d  W. o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
R a i l r o a d  ROW

T o w n s h i p  2 S . ,  R a n g e  7 W. , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 2
S e c t i o n  13: NE-’s , E>?NW*5, NE%SW%, S*sSWfc, SE-  ̂
S e c t i o n  14: W%
S e c t i o n s  15 - 22 
S e c t i o n  23: W*s
S e c t i o n  24: A l l  N .  a n d  W. o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  ROW 
S e c t i o n  27: NWk 
S e c t i o n  28 - 32
S e c t i o n  33: NE^NE*s ,  W^NE^s, W*s, W^SE^s

T o w n s h i p  2 S . ,  R a n g e  8 W „ , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  1 
S e c t i o n s  12 - 13 
S e c t i o n s  24 - 25 
S e c t i o n  36

T o w n s h i p  2 S . ,  R a n g e  9 W. , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 2  
S e c t i o n  17: WijNWfc, NW^SW%
S e c t i o n  18
S e c t i o n  19: Nh , N-^Sk

T o w n s h i p  2 S . ,  R a n g e  10 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 20 
S e c t i o n  21: NE%, W*s 
S e c t i o n  22: NŴ s 
S e c t i o n  24: N*s, N ^Sh  
S e c t i o n s  29 - 31

T o w n s h i p  2 S . ,  R a n g e  11 W . ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 5  
S e c t i o n s  7 - 3 6

T o w n s h i p  2 S . ,  R a n g e  12 W . ,  F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  25 - 26 
S e c t i o n s  35 - 36

T o w n s h i p  3 S . ,  R a n g e  7 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  5: NHNE^s, W*5 
S e c t i o n s  6 - 7
S e c t i o n  18: NE*s , W^s, N^SE^s ,  SWhSEk

T o w n s h i p  3 S . ,  R a n g e  8 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  1 
S e c t i o n  12
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S e c t i o n  13
S e c t i o n  22: NE*s ( T h a t  p o r t i o n  a b o v e  t h e  

o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  r i g h t  b a n k  
T a n a n a  R i v e r . )

S e c t i o n  23: , S E^
S e c t i o n  24: N ^ ,  SW^
S e c t i o n  25: NW^

T o w n s h i p  3 S . ,  R a n g e  11 W. , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  2 - 1 0  
S e c t i o n  11: N*s
S e c t i o n  14: SW*sNE*s, S^NW^, SWfc, V)hSEh
S e c t i o n s  15 - 21
S e c t i o n  22: N E h ,  W h ,  W hSE k
S e c t i o n  23: NWh
S e c t i o n  27: W ^ N E i j ,  NW%, WhSWh
S e c t i o n s  28 - 31
S e c t i o n  32: N E ^ ,  NW%, S E *5
S e c t i o n  33:

T o w n s h i p  3 S . ,  R a n g e  12 W . , F a i r b a n k s  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s  1 - 2  
S e c t i o n s  11 - 14 
S e c t i o n s  23 - 26 
S e c t i o n s  35 - 36

(b )  T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e  i s  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e ­
m e n t  o f  h a b i t a t  a n d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  f i s h  
a n d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  d e p e n d e n t  t h e r e o n ;  a n d  
t o  g u a r a n t e e  i t s  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  
b y  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g  
a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p r o t e c ­
t i o n  o f  h a b i t a t  a n d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .

( c )  P u b l i c  a c c e s s  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  
t h e  u s e  o f  h o r s e s ,  b o a t s ,  a i r c r a f t ,  d o g  
t e a m s  a n d  s n o w m a c h i n e s  i s  g u a r a n t e e d  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  s u c h  u s e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h
( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

( d )  T h e  s t a t e  m a y  n o t  a c q u i r e  b y  e m i n e n t  d o m a i n  
p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  g a m e  
r e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h i s  A c t  b u t  m a y  
a c q u i r e  p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  l a n d  b y  p u r c h a s e ,  
e x c h a n g e ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  
M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G am e  R e f u g e .

( e )  E g r e s s  a n d  i n g r e s s  t o  a n d  f r o m  p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G ame
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R e f u g e  s h a l l  b e  g u a r a n t e e d  t h r o u g h  a c c e s s  
c o r r i d o r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  a g r e e m e n t  
b e t w e e n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game  a n d  
t h e  ^ r r v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  i n v o l v e d .

( f )  T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g e  w i l l  b e  
m a n a g e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  
p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e .  
T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  i n  a  
t i m e l y  f a s h i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a v a i l a b l e  
f u n d i n g .

* S e c t i o n  2. A l l  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  w i t h i n  
t h e  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h i s  A c t  a r e  
c l o s e d  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  u n d e r  AS 3 8 .0 5 .1 8 5  
3 8 .0 5 .2 8 0 .

* S e c t i o n  3 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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M E M O R A N D U M  A p r i l  30, 1987

TO : R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  SAM COTTEN , CO-CHA IR
R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  A D E LH E ID  HERRMANN, CO-CHA IR  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: SENATOR JOHNE B IN K L E Y ,  C O - C H A I R ^ X _ _  ________
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  '

S u b j : CSSB  5 5 ( R e s ) ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e
M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game  R e f u g e . "

M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a ,  35 a i r  
m i l e s  w e s t  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a d j a c e n t  t j t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  M i n t o  a n d  
f i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  N e n a n a .  T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  i s  p r i m a r i l y  
l o w - l y i n g  w e t l a n d s  f e d  b y  t h e  T o l o v a n a ,  C h a t a n i k a ,  a n d  
T a t a l i n a  R i v e r s  a n d  C o l d s t r e a m  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  C r e e k s .  T h e  
f l a t s  a r e  d r a i n e d  b y  t h e  T a n a n a  R i v e r .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  
e n c o m p a s s e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  507,136 a c r e s .

M i n t o  F l a t s  s u p p o r t s  v a s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  
w a t e r f o w l  a n d  f u r - b e a r i n g  a n i m a l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o d u c t i v e  
f i s h e r i e s  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  g a m e .  T h e  U . S ;  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  
S e r v i c e  h a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  
h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t s  o n  t h e  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t .  T h e  S e r v i c e  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  M i n t o  F l a t s  
p r o d u c e s  150,000 d u c k s  a n n u a l l y ,  s u p p o r t i n g  b r e e d i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n s  a v e r a g i n g  213 d u c k s  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e .

T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  i s  u s e d  y e a r - r o u n d  b y  r e s i d e n t s  
o f  M i n t o  a n d  N e n a n a  a s  p r i m a r y  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  
a n d  t r a p p i n g  g r o u n d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s p o r t s m e n  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  
a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  h u n t ,  f i s h  a n d  t r a p  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  M i n t o  
F l a t s  a r e a .

M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  t h e  t h i r d  m o s t  p o p u l a r  d u c k  h u n t i n g  
a r e a  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  l o g g i n g  o v e r  5 ,000 h u n t e r  d a y s  w i t h  o v e r  
11,000 d u c k s  a n d  700 g e e s e  t a k e n  a n n u a l l y .  M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  
a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  s p o r t s  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;  
e a c h  y e a r  o v e r  800 a n g l e r s  s p e n d  1 ,800 d a y s  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  
M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  h a r v e s t i n g  o v e r  2 ,300 f i s h .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
o v e r  100 b e a v e r s  a r e  t a k e n  e a c h  y e a r  o n  M i n t o  F l a t s .  L a n d  
o t t e r ,  l y n x ,  w o l v e r i n e ,  w o l f ,  r e d  f o x ,  m i n k  a n d  m u s k r a t  a r e  
a l s o  r e g u l a r l y  t r a p p e d  o n  t h e  f l a t s .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A o e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n  
A p r i l  30, 1987 
P a g e  2

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  M i n t o  
F l a t s  S t a t e  Game  R e f u g e  h a s  t h e  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  
u s e r  a n d  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n .  S u p p o r t  f o r  
t h e  b i l l  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l ,  A r c t i c  
A u d u b o n ,  C l e a r y  S k y  S p o r t s m e n  C l u b ,  F a i r b a n k s  F i s h  a n d  Game  
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  H e a l y / C l e a r  F i s h  a n d  Game  A d v i s o r y  
C o m m i t t e e ,  M i n t o  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  N e n a n a  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  
N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C e n t e r ,  S e t h - d e - y a - a h  
C o r p o r a t i o n  ( F a i r b a n k s ) , T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  
T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S p o r t s m a n  A s s o c i a t i o n .

T h e  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game 
R e f u g e  i s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  T a n a n a  B a s i n  A r e a  
P l a n .  T h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  55 
a c c o m p l i s h e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1 . e s t a b l i s h e s  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game  R e f u g e ;

2 .  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a r e a  i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d ;

3 .  e n s u r e s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  
g a m e  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  a r e a ;

4 .  e n s u r e s  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ;  a n d

5 .  g u a r a n t e e s  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,
t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  u s e s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f
h a b i t a t  a n d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ;

6 .  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  
w i l l i n g  o w n e r s ;

7 .  g u a r e n t e e s  c o n t i n u e d  a c c e s s  t o  p r i v a t e  i n h o l d i n g s ;

3 .  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e
Game  R e f u g e  i n c l u d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .
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We t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  u s e r s  o f  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a ,  u r g e  y o u  
t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  e n c l o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  M i n t o  
F l a t s  S t a t e  G am e  R e f u g e .

T h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  g a m e  a n d  n o n g a m e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  
i n  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  i s  w i d e l y  r e c o g n i z e d  ( e . g . ,  m o o s e ,  
b l a c k  b e a r ,  b e a v e r ,  m u s k r a t ,  r i v e r  o t t e r ,  w o l f ,  r e d  f o x ,  
w a t e r f o w l ,  n o r t h e r n  p i k e ,  w h i t e f i s h  ( i n c l u d i n g  s h e e f i s h ]  , 
a n d  s a l m o n ) . T h e  S p o r t  F i s h  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  1984 , 819 
a n g l e r s  s p e n t  1829 d a y s  f i s h i n g  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  a n d  
h a r v e s t e d  o v e r  2300 f i s h .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F i s h  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g  a n n u a l  a e r i a l  w a t e r f o w l  
b r e e d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  s u r v e y s  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  30 y e a r s ;  t h e y  
s t a t e  t h a t  " T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  
q u a l i t y  w a t e r f o w l  n e s t i n g '  h a b i t a t s  o n  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  
c o n t i n e n t . "  M i n t o  f l a t s  i s  a  v e r y  p o p u l a r  h u m a n  u s e  a "  ^a 
f o r  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g  a n d  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  u s e s .  2 
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G cm e  r e '  r t s  t h a t  d u r i n g  l e  
1984 w a t e r f o w l  s e a s o n  5 ,094 h u n t e r  d a y s  (6.7% o f  t h e  t .  r a l  
w a t e r f o w l  h u n t e r  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  s t a t e )  w e r e  e x p e n d e d  h u n t i n g  
w a t e r f o w l  i n  t h e  M i n t o  a r e a .  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  1984 h a r v e s t  i n  
t h e  M i n t o  a r e a  w a s  11,685 d u c k s  (11.5% o f  t o t a l  s t a t e  
h a r v e s t )  a n d  777 g e e s e  ’ (5.1% o f  t o t a l  s t a t e  h a r v e s t ) .

I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  i n  p r o p o s i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n t o  
F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  1) r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  h i g h  v a l u e  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  
a r e a ;  2) g u a r a n t e e  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  
t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h a r v e s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  G a m e ;  3) 
g u a r a n t e e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c u s t o m a r y  a c c e s s  t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ;  
a n d  4) p e r p e t u a t e  n o n c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e s .  I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  
t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h u m a n  u s e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  
a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w  o r  
f o u n d  t o  b e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  
r e f u g e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d :

(1) H i k i n g  a n d  b a c k p a c k i n g ,  h o r s e  a n d  d o g  t e a m  t r a v e l ,  
c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g ,  s n o w m a c h i n i n g ,  b o a t i n g ,  l a n d i n g  
o f  a i r c r a f t  a n d  c a m p i n g  ( t o  i n c l u d e  c a m p f i r e s ] ;

' (2) h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g ;  a n d

D e a r  H o n o r a b l e  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e :
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(3) o t h e r  r e l a t e d  u s e s  t h a r  a r e  t e m p o r a r y  i n  d u r a t i o n  a r . c  
h a v e  n o  f o r e s e e a b l e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  v e g e t a t i o n ,  
d r a i n a g e ,  s o i l  s t a b i l i t y ,  f i s h ,  g a m e  c r  t h e i r  h a b i t a t .

W h e n  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  a  u s e  i s  q u e s t i o n e d ,  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G am e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  s p e c i f i c  f a c t  
f i n d i n g  e f f o r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  p r i o r  t o  m a k i n g  
a f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G am e  i s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  a d j a c e n t  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G am e  
R e f u g e .  I t  i s  o u r  d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
G am e  b e  f u n d e d  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  a r e a .

I t  i s  a l s o  '•he o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  o f  
i n t e n t  b e  \ c o r p o r a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e c o r d  
d u r i n g  t h e  i b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G ame  
R e f u g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  
P . O .  B o x  73478 
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 99707

- Q U t

P a m e l a  B r u c e  |
P r e s i d e n t  
A r c t i c  A u d u b o n  
940 K a l i n a  R o a d  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 99712

J a m e s  M u l v i h i l l  
P r e s i d e n t
C l e a r y  S k y  S p o r t s m e n  C l u b  
P . O .  B o x  254 
C l e a r ,  AK 99704
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T h o m a s  S c a r b o r c u g n  <•
P r e s i d e n t
F a i r b a n k s  F i s h  a n d  G am e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e  
1676 T a r o k a  D r i v e  
F a i r b a n k s , AK 99701

M i c h a e l  P e a r s o n  
P r e s i d e n t
H e a l y / C l e a r  F i s h  a n d  G ame  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t  
P . O .  B o x  469 
C l e a r ,  AK 99704

— = * 1 * ^ —   —, e e  T i t u s  /
C h i e f  '---- ------
M i n t o  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l  
G e n e r a l  D e l i v e r y  
M i n t o ,  AK 99758

M i t c h  D e m l e n ' t i 4 i f  
C h i e f
N e n a n a  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l  
P . O .  B o x  251 
N e n a n a ,  AK 99760

v— ^ S n d y  R o g d r s
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C e n t e :  
218 D r i v e w a y  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 99701

R o b e r t  C h a r l i e  
L a n d  M a n a g e r
S e t h - d e - y a - a h  C o r p o r a t i o n  
B o x  849
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 99707
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O l i v e r  3 u r r i s  ‘S /  / 1/i^-Cd' I -<7at,
P r e s i d e n t
T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S p o r t s m a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 99701
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L o c a t i o n : M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a ,  35 a i r
m i l e s  w e s t  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  M i n t o  a n d  
f i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  N e n a n a .

A r e a  D e s c r i p t i o n : M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  a  l a r g e  e x p a n s e  o f
l o w - l y i n g  w e t l a n d s  f e d  b y  t h e  T o l c v a n a ,  C h a t a n i k a ,  a n d  
T a t a l i n a  r i v e r s  a n d  G o l d s t r e a m  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  c r e e k s .  T h e
f l a t s  a r e  d o t t e d  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  l a r g e  a n d  s m a l l  l a k e s ,  o x b o w  
l a k e s ,  a n d  s m a l l  p o t h o l e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m a j o r  a n d  m i n o r  
s t r e a m  c h a n n e l s .  W e t l a n d  b o g  v e g e t a t i o n  i s  p r e v a l e n t  
t h r o u g h o u t ,  w i t h  s h r u b  a n d  t r e e  c o v e r  f o u n d  i n  e l e v a t e d  
a r e a s .  T h e  f l a t s  a r e  d r a i n e d  b y  t h e  T a n a n a  R i v e r .

J u s t i f i c a t i o n : M i n t o  F l a t s  s u p p o r t s  o u t s t a n d i n g
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  f u r b e a r e r s , a s  w e l l  a s  
p r o d u c t i v e  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  a  d i v e r s i t y  o f  g a m e ,  b o t h  l a r g e  a n d
s m a l l .  M i n t o  F l a t s  h a s  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  t o  o e  o n e  o f  t h e
h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  w a t e r f o w l  h a b i t a t s  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  p r o b a b l y  i n  
a i l  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  d a t a  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  M i n t o  F l a t s  p r o d u c e s  150,000 o r  m o r e  d u c k s
a n n u a l l y ,  s u p p o r t i n g  b r e e d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s  a v e r a g i n g  213 
d u c k s . p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e .  N u m e r o u s  l a k e s  o n  t h e  f l a t s  p r o v i d e  
h i g h  d e n s i t y  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  t r u m p e t e r  s w a n s .  T h e  f l a t s  
a r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  w h i t e - f r o n t e d  g e e s e ,  
s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  l o o n s ,  b o t h  c om m on  a n d  a r c t i c .  I n  t h e  
f a l l ,  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  t u n d r a  s w a n s  r e s t  a n d  f e e d  o n  M i n t o  
F i a t s .

M i n t o  F l a t s  p r o v i d e s  e x c e l l e n t  h a b i t a t  f o r  a  l a r g e  b e a v e r  
p o p u l a t i o n .  H e a l t h y  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  r i v e r  o t t e r ,  l y n x ,  
w o l v e r i n e ,  w o l f ,  r e d  f o x ,  m i n k ,  a n d  m u s k r a t  i n h a b i t  t h e  
f l a t s .  E v e n  m a r t e n ,  n o r m a l l y  a  d r y  l a n d  d w e l l e r ,  h a v e  b e e n  
c om m on  o n  t h e  f l a t s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  m o o s e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  c n  t h e  f l a t s  a r e  v e r y  l e w  a n d  s p e c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t  
m e a s u r e s  h a v e  h a d  t o  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  
p o t e n t i a l  o n  t h e  f l a t s  i s  v e r y  g o o d .  T h e  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  i n c r e a s i n g ,  a n d  c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  r e a c h  a 
d e n s i t y  o f  2 m c c s e / s q u a r e  m i l e .

L a n d  S t a t u s : T h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f u g e  e n c o m p a s s e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
792 s q u a r e  m i l e s  (507,126 a c r e s )  a n d  i s  c o m p o s e d  p r i m a r i l y  
o f  s t a t e  a n d  s t a t e - s e l e c t e d  l a n d .  W i t h i n  t h e  r e f u g e  
b o u n d a r y ,  a r e  i s o l a t e d  p a r c e l s  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n c l u d i n g  
s e v e r a l  d o z e n  c e r t i f i e d  a n d  p e n d i n g  n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s .  One  
p a r c e l  o f  v i l l a g e  l a n d  i s  a l s o  f o u n d  w i t h i n  t h e s e  
b o u n d a r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  no  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  i n  t h e  a r e a .



S t a t s  Game R e f u g e  s t a t u s  w o u l d  a f f e c t  o n l y  s t a t e  l a n d s  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e f u g e  b o u n d a r i e s .

C u r r e n t  U s e s : T h e  a r e a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  y e a r - r o u n d  b y
M i n t o  a n d  N e n a n a  v i l l a g e r s  a s  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  
a n d  t r a p p i n g  g r o u n d s .  I t  i s  a l s o  a  p o p u l a r  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  
a n a  t r a p p i n g  a r e a  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  t h e  t h i r d  m o s t  p o p u l a r  
d u c k  h u n t i n g  a r e a  i n  a l l  o f  A l a s k a ,  l o g g i n g  o v e r  5,000 
h u n t e r  d a y s  w i t h  o v e r  11,000 d u c k s  a n d  700 g e e s e  t a k e n  e v e r y  
y e a r .  A h a n d f u l  o f  p e r s o n a l  u s e  a n d  t r a p p i n g  c a b i n  p e r m i t s  
h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d  o n  M i n t o  F l a t s .  O v e r  100 b e a v e r  a r e  t a k e n  
e a c h  y e a r  o n  M i n t o  F l a t s  w i t h  r e c e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  c a t c h e s  a s  
h i g h  a s  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  a  y e a r .  L a n d  o t t e r ,  l y n x ,  
w o l v e r i n e ,  w o l f ,  r e d  f o x ,  m i n k ,  a n d  m u s k r a t  a r e  a l s o  
r e g u l a r l y  t r a p p e d  o n  t h e  f l a t s .  M i n t o  F l a t s  i s  e a s i l y  
a c c e s s i b l e  b y  f l o a t p l a n e  o r  b o a t .  B l a c k  b e a r  h u n t i n g  o n  t h e  
f l a t s  i s  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  s p r x n g  a n d  s u m m e r .  An a v e r a g e  o f  10 
b e a r s  i s  t a k e n  a n n u a l l y .

T h e  M i n t o  F l a t s '  s p o r t  f i s h e r y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  
i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  n o r t h e r n  p i k e .  O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
f i s h  f o u n d  o n  M i n t o  F l a t s  a r e  s h e e f i s h ,  h u m p b a c k  w h i t e f i s h ,  
g r a y l i n g ,  k i n g  s a l m o n ,  s i l v e r  s a i m o n  a n d  c h u m  s a l m o n .

P u b l i c  A c c e s s : P u b l i c  a c c e s s  i s  g a i n e d  v i a  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f
M i n t o  a n d  N e n a n a ,  f r o m  t h e  M u r p h y  Dome R o a d  a n d  b y  a i r .  I n  
t h e  s u m m e r ,  b o a t  a n d  f l o a t p l a n e  a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  m e t h o d s  o f  
a c c e s s .  I n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  s n o w m a c h i n e s  a n d  s k i  p l a n e s  a r e  
u s e d .

O t h e r  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s : T h e  p r c D o s e d  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e
Game R e f u g e  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t  a n y  c o m m e r c i a l l y  v i a b l e  s t a n d s  
o f  t i m b e r .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  k n o w n  c o a l  d e p o s i t s  o r  v a l u a b l e  o r e  
d e p o s i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  k n o w n  o i l  o r  g a s  
r e s e r v e s .  T h e  a r e a  i s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r .  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  
g r a z i n g .  I t  i s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  y e a r - r o u n d  s e t t l e m e n t .

M i n t o  F l a t s  h a s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  h i s t o r v  o f  u s e
a s  a  p r o d u c r . i v e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g  g r o u n d s .  
A t h a b a s k a n  I n d i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  M i n t o  F l a t s  p r e d a t e  
h i s t o r i c  c o n t a c t  ( l a t e  1800' s )  a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  
m a t e r i a l s  u n c o v e r e d  f r c m  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  o n  t h e  f l a t s .  
T h e  A t h a b a s k a n  c o m m u n i t y  o f  O l d  M i n t o ,  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f l a t s ,  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1915. T h e  c u r r e n t  c i t e  
o f  New  M i n t o  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1970 w h e n  m o s t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  
O l d  M i n t o  r e s e t t l e d  o n  h i g h e r  g r o u n d .  An i n f l u x  o f  p e o p l e  
i n t o  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  s p u r r e d  i n  p a r t  
b y  g o l d  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t w o  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  t h e  T o l o v a n a  
R i v e r ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g



S p o r t s m e n  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  b e g a n  t o  b u i l d  p e r m a n e n t
r e c r e a t i o n a l  c a b i n s ,  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  B i g  M i n t o  L a k e  a r e a ,  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1 940 ' s  a n d  e a r l y  1950' s .  Use o f  t h e  f l a t s
i n c r e a s e d  s l o w l y  b e f o r e  s t a t e h o o d ,  m o d e r a t e l y  i n  t h e  1960 ' s  
a n d  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  1970. P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  
a r e a  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  t o  M i n t o  F l a t s  f u e l e d  t h e  
i m p r e s s i v e  i n c r e a s e  i n  a c t i v i t y .  3 v  1970, t h e  r e a d  t o  New  
M i n t o  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  n e w  l a u n c h  a c c e s s  f o r  
b o a t s .  M o r e  p r i v a t e  f l o a t - p l a n e s  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f l a t s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a r o a d  
f r o m  M u r p h y  Dome t o  t h e  C h a t a n i k a  R i v e r  i n  19 32 p r o v i d e d  
m o r e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  C h a t a n i k a  R i v e r  a n d  M i n t o  F l a t s  b y  b o a t  
a n d  b y  s n o w m a c h i . n e .

T h r e a t s : H y d r a u l i c  g o l d  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  C h a t a n i k a
R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  a n d  G o l d s t r e a m  C r e e k  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  1920' s  t o
1963, d u m p e d  a n  e s t i m a t e d  100 m i l l i o n  c u b i c  y a r d s  o f
h y d r a u l i c  m u c k  ( o v e r b u r d e n )  o n t o  M i n t o  F l a t s ,  a l t e r i n g  
h y d r o l o g y ,  v e g e t a t i o n ,  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  d r a i n a g e  p a t t e r n s  o n  t h e  
f l a t s .  M o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  o v e r  a  d o z e n  p l a c e r  m i n e s  h a v e  
o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  w a t e r s h e d  i n  t h e  C h a t a n i k a  a n d  
T o l o v a n a  r i v e r s  a n d  G o l d s t r e a m  C r e e k .  A l t h o u g h  o f  m u c h  l e s s  
i m p a c t  t h a n  t h e  e a r l i e r  h y d r a u l i c  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  t w o  o f  
t h e s e  p l a c e r  m i n e s  d i d  n o t  m e e t  EPA s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s e t t l a a b l e  
s o l i d s  i n  1984. Mo m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  o c c u r r i n g  
o n  t h e  f l a t s .

T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  
r a i s e d  b y  t h e  c u r r e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  DNR r e g a r d i n g  r e m o t e  
c a b i n  p e r m i t s  i n  t h e  n e a r b y  T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t .

S u p p o r t  a n d  O p p o s i t i o n : A n  i m p r e s s i v e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  s p o r t s
h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g  g r o u p s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p s ,  f i s h  a n d  
g a m e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s ,  a n d  n a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  h a v e  
j o i n e d  f o r c e s  t o  p r o p o s e  t h i s  r e f u g e .  T h e  c o a l i t i o n ,  
c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l ,  A r c t i c  A u d u b o n ,  
C l e a r  S k y  S p o r t s m e n  C l u b ,  F a i r b a n k s  F i s h  a n d  Game A d v i s o r y  
C o m m i t t e e ,  H e a l y / C l e a r  F i s h  a n d  Game F d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  
M i n t o  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  N e n a n a  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C e n t e r ,  S e t h - d e - y a - a h  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  T a n a n a  
V a l l e y  S p o r t s m e n  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  a n d  d r a f t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  u r g i n g  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  h a s  e n d o r s e d  c r e a t i o n  o f  
t h e  M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e  i n  t h e  T a n a n a  B a s i n  A r e a  
P l a n ,  a l t h o u g h  a s m a l l e r  a c r e a g e  w a s  i n d i c a t e d .  A d d i t i o n a l  
l a n d s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  r e f u g e  s t a t u s  b y  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  w e r e  
c l a s s i f i e d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  i n  t h e  T a n a n a  B a s i n  A r e a  P l a n .



Some  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  
v o i c e d  s o m e  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
r e f u g e  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y .

I n f o r m a t i o n  t a k e n  p r i m a r i l y  f r o m  I m p a c t s  o f  R e s o u r c e  
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  U s e  on  t h e  A t h a b a s k a n  P e o p l e  o f  M i n t o  F l a t s ,
A l a s k a , P e t e r  2 . X .  S h e p h e r d  a n d  M a r g u e r i t e  P a i n e  M a t t h e w s ,  
A u g u s t  1985.
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S t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s  a r e  m u l t i p l e  u a e  a r e a s  a s t a c i i s h e d  t v  i t 2 

l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t h e  t r o t  t _ c n  c :  p r o d u c t i v e  f i s h  a n d

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  a r . d  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  u s e  a n d  a n j c y m e r . t .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  15 .2C .320  s t a t e s ,  " T h e  p u r p o s e  ( o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s )  i s  t c  p r o t e c t  a r . d  p r e s e r v e  

t h e  n a t u r a l  r . a b i t a t  a n d  g a m e  p e c u l a t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  

d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a s  c f  t h e  s t a t e . "

S t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s  h a v e  a  h i s t o r y  t h a t  i s  o l d  i s  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  A l a s k a  i t s e l f .  I n  1950 t h e  f i r s t  t v/c  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s ,  

I z e m J o e k  a r . d  C h a g v a n  B a y  ( C a p e  N ew e r . h am )  , w e r e  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  

v / a t s r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e b i r d s . C v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  a s  o n e  o r  a n o t h e r  

o u t s t a n d i n g  a r o a  •’c a m e  to '  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  

l e g i s l a t o r s ,  o t h e r  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e ' s  v e t s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

P r o t e c t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t s  a n d  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  u s e  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  o f  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T i s h  a r . d  G a m e ' s  g a m e  r e f u g e  m a n a g e m e n t  

p r o g r a m .  A c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  a r . c  c c  n o t  r e c u i r e  

a  r e f u g e  c p r m i t  i n c l u d e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  c u b  l i e  

a c c e s s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  { h i k i n g ,  s k i i n g ,  h o r s e b a c k  

r i d i n g ,  d e g  t e a m  t r a v e l ,  c a m p i n g ,  m o u n t a i n  c l i m b i n g ,  e t c . ) ,  

b e a t i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  g a t h e r i n g  ( d e a d  a n d  d o w n  

t i m b e r )  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s .  O t h e r  l a n d  u s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e
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a l l o w e d  i n  a m a n n e r  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h o s e  o r i m a r v  v a l u e s .  

T h e s e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  m a y  i m p a c t  p r i m a r y  u s e s  a r e  

a u t h o r i s e d  t h r o u g h  a s p e c i a l  - a rea  p e r m i t  s y s t e m  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

b y  t h e  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n ,  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T i e r ,  a n d  D am e .

M u l t i p l e  u s e s  w h i c h  p r e - d a t a  c r e a t i o n  o r  t h e  r e d u c e  a r . d  

m u l t i p l e  u s e s  w h i c h  f u l f i l l  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  . n e e d s  d o r  w h i c h  

t h e r e  i s  n o  f e a s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s i t e  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  or . t h e  

r e f u g e .  B u t  t h e y  m u s t  b e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  a  m a n n e r  c o m p a t i b l e  

w i t h  t h e  f i s h  a r . d  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  a n d  p u b l i c  u s e  f o r  ' w h i c h  

t h e  a r s a  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

Why  i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  a r e a  -as a  s t a t e  g am e  

r e f u g e ?  S a c h  y e a r  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d s  c h a n g e s  

d r a m a t i c a l l y .  -Seme l a n d s  a r e  s o l d ;  s e m e  l a n d s  a r e  l e a s e d  

f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  C r e a t i n g  a  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e  g u a r a n t e e s  

t h a t  t h e  l a n d  w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  w i l l  b a  

m a n a g e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  f i s h  -ar.d w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

B e h i n d  e a c h  o n e  o f  c u r  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s  -are c i c i c a r . s  w h o  

a n  j o y  u s i n g  t h e  * r a a  a r . d  w h o  h e l p e d  t o  r o t .  t h e  a r a a  

d e s i g n a t e s  a s t a t e  g am e  r e f u g e .  i s  t h e  y e a r s  g o  b y  m a r . v  

t h i n g 3 w i l l  c h a n g e ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r e s i g h t  o f  A l a s k a r .3 

a n d  t h e i r  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s  w i l l  a l w a y s  r e m a i n  

f o r  t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  f o r  t h e  f i s h ,  a r . d  c o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  e n g o y .

- 2 -
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P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  P e r s o n a l  U s e  C a b i n s  ;8) A o o r o v e d

P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  P i p e l i n e  S u r v e y A o o r o v e d

-- a im e r  H a y  F l a t s  N a t u r a l  G a3 P i o a i i r . e .-ioorcvec

P a l m a ’* »r  H a y  F l a t s  G r a z i n g  L e a s < J s n i e a

P a l . . . e r  H a y  F i a t s  G r a v e l  F i l l  a n d  B r i d o e  A o o r o v e d
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T r a d i n g  B a y N e g o t i a t e d  L e a s e  

( S e t  N e t  C a b i n )

. ^ o n r o v e a
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S u s a t n a  F l a t s  G r a v e l  M i n i n g a c c r o v e a
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A o o r o v e d

N e g o t i a t e d  L e a s e  

( S e t  N e t  C a b i n )

A o o r o v e d
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Decsmber 2, 1936

t • A /

M r .  J o n n e  B i n k l e y  
S e n a t o r ,  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  Box 1055 
B e t h e l ,  AK 39559

B e a r  M r .  B i n k l e y :

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on  y o u r  b i o  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  s t a t e 2 —  ’r a

Che M i n t o  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  i s  M a r k i n g  on  c u t t i n g  t h e  M i r . ro  
F l a t s  i n t o  a  s t a t e  r e f u g e .  Che M in t o  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  d o e s n ' t  
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  b c u n d r i e s  a s  t h e y  a r e  now. Me w a n t  t h e  r e f u g e  t o  
t o  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k s  o f  t h e  T a n a n a  P a v e r .  Me w o u l d  
l i k e  b e t a  s i c e s  o f  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k  t o  be  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e f u g e .

Me t o o k  t h i s  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  p e op l e  o f  M i n t o  a t  a g e n e r a l  
n e e  t i n g  on Novembe r  13, 1936, and t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  oon c e r r . e c  n o c u t  
b a n k s  o f  t h e  T anana  R i v e r .  C u r  c o n c e rn  i s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  d i s ­
p o s a l s  o f  l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  and c c m n e r c i a i  d e v e l o pm en t  a l o n g  
t h e  b a n k s .

The  r e f u g e  i s  f o r  a  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t .  Me w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y e a r  s u p p o r t  i n  
o u r  e f f o r t s .  The  P i n t o  F l a t s  a r e  o f  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  t o  e a c h  r e s ­
i d e n t  o f  M i n t o .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P h i l i p  T i b u s ,  Member 
M i n t o  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  
P .O . Box 26 
M i n t o ,  AK 29753

•ncu c s u r :



STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION: CSS B5 5
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH D A T E : _____________

FISCAL NOTE
R E Q U E ST :
■ H n d a a a M M H

Revision Date. Agency Affected I A D !• f? G
Title : M i n t 0- ,F, 1 ai:.A-S f n t r H n m ,■— tU^Ur g e B R U  : H a b i t a t

Sponsor: ______________________________________  Components
Requestor: ______________________________________ ____________

EX PEN D ITU R E S/R E V EN U ES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES '
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

6 0 . 0 0 0
5 . 0 0 0
8 . 0 0 0
2 .  n o n

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

75 . 0 0 0

1VS , 001)

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared b y :  _______
Division: A m 'W

Phone 
D a te : * / * / / / -------------

D ate: 3  * 2 _ ‘Approved by Commissioner 
Agency: -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Distribution (by preparer): * A m o u n t  r e q u i r e d  i f  t w o  p l a n s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  c o n c u r r e n t l y  

LegislativeFinance i f  e x i s t i n g  s c h e d u l e  o f  o n e  p l a n  p e r  y e a r  is a d h e r e d  to, 

-eg.’S.ativesponsor t h e  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  w o u l d  be a d e q u a t e  a n d  t h i s  f i s c a l  
Requestor n o t e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y .
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) PaSe --------- of —<*—



M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  P l a n  ( w o u l d  t a k e  o n e  y e a r  to c o m p l e t e  

a n d  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e n s e s )

P e r s o n n e l

H a b i t a t  B i o l o g i s t (1 8 C ) 1 0  m o s . 4 5 0 0 / m o . 4 5 , 0 0 0
G a m e / F i s h  B i o l . (1 6 C ) 3 m o s . 4 0 0 0 / m o . 1 2 , 0 0 0
D r a f t i n g  T e c h . (1 4 D ) 1 m o . 3 5 0 0 / m o . 3 , 5 0 0
C l e r k  T y p i s t ( 8 A) 1 m o . 2 3 0 0 / m o . 2, 3 0 0

$ 6 2 , 8 0 0

T r a v e l

O n e  t w o - d a y  t r i p  to F a i r b a n k s  a n d  o n e  t w o - d a y  t r i p  to 
F a i r b a n k s  f o r  2 p e o p l e

2 , 0 0 0

C o n t r a c t u a l

t e l e p h o n e  • 9 0 0

p h o t o c o p y  1 2 0
p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  ' 1 , 0 0 0
a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  7 0 0

p r i n t i n g / p h o t o g r a p h y / b l u e p r i n t i n g  * 5 , 0 0 0

7, 7 2 0

S u p p l i e s  2 , 0 0 0

T O T A L  $ 7 4 , 5 2 0



STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION': _C £££_S5_LEes)
19S8 LEGISLATIVE SESSION f u r i . i s h d a te -  a h a /p.i

REQUEST:
F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: S e n a te  R es__________________ Agency Aftecwd: PUR
Title: v i n to  F l a t s  Refv.c.e  rri?- D iv . L and and  W ater M et.

Sponsor:__B in k le v /K e t - tu i i a _________  Components
Requestor: S e n a to  R es. Corjn.________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands cf Dollars)
OPERATING FY SS FY S9 FY SO FY 91 FY 92 | FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES |
TRAVEL 1
CCN1 RACTL'AL 1
SUPPLIES 1
EQUIPMENT 1LAND & STRUCTURES I
CRANTS, CLAIMS i I
MISCELLANEOUS “ I 1 1
TOTAL OPERATING - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - o -  | - u -

CAPITAL_________________ | |_________  |

REVENUE   . I

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER 1
TOTAL — U — — o - - 0 - - u - —0—

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY ...

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: 
Division : _

J a n e t  B u r le s o n ___________
Land and  )fa t\e r  M anagem ent

Approved by Commissioner: JtLcttl/l / / /.,/%• t / ^
Agency: _____________ f IJDLuibuliuii (by preparer): 

Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

4 6 5 - 3 4 0 0Phone:._____
n r . , , - 2 / 1 / 8 3

Date:

page. of



J a n u a r y  1 9 8 8

ALASKA  DEPARTMENT OF F I S H  AND GAME 
S P E C I A L  AREA P LA N N IN G  SCHEDULE

A n c h o r  R . / F r i t z  C r .  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  

N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 7 - N o v e m b e r  1988

S t a t e  FY89-FY90

M e n d e n h a l l  W e t l a n d s  S t a t e  Game  R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  

N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 8 - N o v e m b e r  1989

S t a t e  FY90-FY91

♦ A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  

N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 9 - N o v e m b e r  1990

S t a t e  FY91-FY92

♦ M in t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  

N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 0 - N o v e m b e r  1991

S t a t e  F Y 8 8 - F Y 8 9

♦ D e p e n d i n g  u p o n  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n .



J u l y  1, 1 9 8 5

S p e c i a l  A r e a  P l a n s  
P r o p o s e d  O r d e r  o f  P r i o r i t y

v :.
TOP

P R IO R I T Y
A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e *  
P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e  
S u s i t n a  F l a t s  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g e% 

.4 ) i\

M e n d e n h a l l  S t a t e  Game  R e f u g e
K a t c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

•r’*‘ A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a * *
2nd T r a d i n g  B a y  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g e
P r i o r i t y F o x  R i v e r  F l a t s  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
G r o u p C o p p e r  R i v e r  D e l t a  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

C l a m  G u l c h  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
-sV?• cu G o o s e  B a y  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g e

• I
P o r t  M o l l e r  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

:m, ; 3 r d P o r t  H e i d e n  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
P r i o r i t y E g e g i k  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
G r o u p P i l o t  P o i n t  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

C i n d e r  R i v e r  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

fig
I z e m b e k  S t a t e  G am e  R e f u g e

*
4 t h W a l r u s  I s l a n d  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g e

Vv 'y P r i o r i t y C a p e  N e w e n h a m  S t a t e  G ame  R e f u g ev-r'-i’ G r o u p M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  Game S a n c t u a r y
*.ty K a l g i n  I s l a n d  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
•’v* s f
" k* 5 t h

P r i o r i t y C h i l k a t  R i v e r  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

t *
G r o u p C r e a m e r ' s  F i e l d  M i g r a t o r y  W a t e r f o w l  R e f u g e

*  *

F i r s t  p r i o r i t y  a f t e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a s s a g e
T o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  1989 a s  p e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a n d a t e



SPEC IA L  A R E A S  PLAN P R IO R I T Y  C R I T E R I A

T h e  o r d e r  i n  w h i c h  s p e c i a l  a r e a  p l a n s  a r e  u n d e r t a k e n  i s  

d e t e r m i n e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s :

1. S t a t u t o r y  m a n d a t e  t o  p r e p a r e  p l a n .

2 .  S t a t u t o r y  d u e  d a t e  t o  p r e p a r e  p l a n .

3.  P r o x i m i t y  t o  m a j o r  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s / l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  

u s e .

4 .  P r e s e n c e  o f  m a j o r  l a n d  u s e  i s s u e s  i n  n e e d  o f  

r e s o l u t i o n .

5 .  L o c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  p l a n .



I. Izembek State Game Refuge 
v. Port Moller State Critical Habitat Area 
'!. Port Heiden State Critical Habitat Area 
<t Cinder River State Critical Habitat Area 
5 Pilot Point State Critical Habitat Area 
(> Egegik State Critical Habitat Area 
t Walrus Islands State Game Sanctuary 

Cape Newenham State Game Refuge 
') McNeil River State Game Sanctuary

1 0  Kalgin Island State Critical Habitat Area
1 1 Trading Bay State Game Refuge
!V Susitna Flats State Game Refuge 
1 ( Creamer's Field State Game Refuge 
1 4  Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge 
V, Goose Bay State Game Refuge 
to Potter Point State Game Refuge 
17 Clam Gulch State Critical Habitat Area 
1 0 - Fox River Flats State Critical Habitat Area 
1 0  Kachemak Bay State Critical HaDitat Area 
2 0  Copper River Delta State Critical Habitat Area
2 1. Chilkat River State Critical Habitat Area
2 2 . Menoenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge

A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

"
T - *  T T 1  T T t f S r .  TK tJh U ljtb

■‘s . . ■ .. ■ ■■.■■AT- i v W ;

A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

CRITICAL HABITATS
A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

SANCTUARIES
A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T  AT E

State of Alaska 
Department ol Fish and Game 

Habitat Division 
Box 3 -2 0 0 0 . Juneau. Alaska 9 9 8 0 2  

November 1 9 8 3

Juneau headquarter, — (907) -1 6 5 - 4 1 0 7
Southcentral regional office — (9 0 7 ) 344-0541 
Interior regional office — (9 0 7 ) 4 7 9 - 3 1 0 4  
Southeastern regional o f f ice— (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 4 2 9 0

:.- ■ :uifo u r  c-a -VDF-.G PuM in C om m un ic a t io n ' S>. n on i

The Alaska Legislature has protected portions of Alaska's outstanding natural habitat and associated 
fish and wildlife resources by establishing State Game Refuges. State Game Sanctuaries, and State Critical 
Habitat Areas. The statutes wnicn authorize these special areas give the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game authority to preserve and protect the unique aspects for v.hich they were established.

STATE u AME REFUGES are established to make sure wildlife continue to 
populate specific areas and to insuie the public continues to have use of 
these wildlife resources. These areas have fairly sizable concentrations, or 
many different types, of waterfowl, big game, shorebirds. or other species. 
One or more elements of habitat —  such as food, vegetation, water, etc. 
—  needeo by this wildlife is present.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game manages state game refuges 
by foe .'Sing on a featured wildlife species or group of species. This may mean 
rehabilitating or improving the habitat on which the wildlife depends. Uses 
of refuge lands are controlled to prevent habitat changes which would be 
harmful to the wildlife. Activities are also controlled to prevent disturbance 
of the wildlife Tself. Human uses —  including recreational pursuits and 
harvest of wildlife resources —  are permitted so long as they are in keeping 
with the primary reason for establishing the refuge.

STATE GAME SANCTUARIES are also established to protect fish and wildlife 
and their natural habitats. The primary reason for setting aside lands as state 
game sanctuaries is to give asylum to important wildlife populations. The 
wildlim in these cases normally uses the land in somewhat exclusive ways. 
A sanctuary may provide the only place where a certain population carries 
out some part of its annual life cycle such as feeding, nesting, hauling out. 
or migration. (Sanctuaries are special areas set aside to protect featured 
wildlife populations.)

In managing sanctuaries, other uses of the land are closely controlled, 
or are prohibited, in order to prevent changes in the habitat or disturbance 
of the protected species. Use of the wildlife itself is also closely controlled.

STATE CRITICAL HABITAT AREAS are places where protective emphasis 
is on the environment in which wildlife occurs. Critical habitat areas may 
be complete biotic systems —  identifiable environmental units that operate 
as self-sustaining systems —  or well-defined areas specifically needed by 
wildlife for certain functions such as nesting or spawning.

Management by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game is aimed 
primarily at providing protection for the habitat. All uses of the land which 
are not compatible with that aim are restricted. In most instances, harvest 
of wildlife is not precluded in a critical habitat area.

Stale critical habitat areas are set aside to protect the land and 
resources necessary for certain species of wildlife.



I Izembek
2 . Port Moller
3. Port Heiden
4 . Cinder F.iver
5  Pilot Point
6 Egegik
7 . Walrus Islands
8. Cape Newenham
9 . McNeil River

1 0 . Kalgin Island
1 1 . Trading Bay
1 2 . Susitna Flats
1 3 . Creamer's Field
14. Palmer Hay Flats
1 5 . Goose Bay 
1 5 . Potter Point 
1 7  Clam Gulch
1 8 . Fox River Flats
1 9 . Kachemak Bay
2 0 . Copper River Delta
2 1 . Chilkat River
2 2 . Mendenhall Wetlands
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STA TE O F ALASKA 
1988 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

R E Q U E S T ;  _____________________

15ILL VERSION
PUBLISH D A T E :

C S S B 5 5

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date:_____________
Title : \| i n r o 171 t ■- ^

Agency Affected: . \ D F fi
a,t .o tla.

S p o n s o r : _  

Reque s t o r :.
^omconenis : -

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EY 33 FY  39 FY  90 F Y  01 FY  92 F Y  93
PERSONAL SERVICES ■V o . n o n
TRAVEL f  , 00 I«
CONTRACTUAL "  "  " g . !'■ I) p
SUPPLIES 1 . >00
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES \
GRANTS, CLAIMS . 1
MISCELLANEOUS 1
TO TA L  OPERATING  1 -  - A  ̂ \ !

CAPIT.AL

REVENUE

FU N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollars)

P O S IT IO N S:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S IS  : (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

-geared b y :
Division : __

r n ,

GENERAL FUND j • ~ -■ . . n p I
FEDERAL FUNDS < i i
CITIER j 1 *
TOTAL ) i ;j , 'J i . i) ^

Rhone  —,------
z/ tj +_______________

.'•nprovedby Commissioner: .A . /  /  >“ *-»"■, s ■
^goncv:   ^  A ,r  ‘ t>----------

distribution (by preparer): -A rponn r  - o m r i  -  v/ * \ ~ i
, . .  . r-. _ 1 I , L . e c i u i i C r O  i a o  o I : sn:» . r / e  p r e p a r e d  c o n c u r r e n t l y
Legislative Finance i f  ' i.:::: L n « - e h e d u l e  o o n e  M a r .  p e r  y e a r  i s  a d h e r e d  t o ,
aogts-tt-ye sponsor llu o p e r a t i n i ;  iy-idgct w o u l d  h e  a.l e o u a t c  a n d  t h i s  f i s c a l
.requestor n o t e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  n o e e s  s a  r v
Office of Management and Budget ,
Lmpucted Agency ics) of



y ' ' t?. •• •' ■■

M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  P l a n  ( w o u l d  t a k e  o n e  y e a r  to c o m p l e t e  

a n d  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e n s e s !

P e r s o n n e 1

H a b i t a t  3 i o l o g i s t  

G a m e / F i s h  B i o l .  

D r a f t i n g  T e c h .  

C l e r k  T v p i s t

1 0

rioci
( . 1 4  D ) 

C 3 A  I

n o s  

1 0  s  

i n o  .
i

n o

15 0 0 /' n o . 
\ 0 0 0 / m o . 

3 5 0 0 / m o .  
2 5 0 0 / m o .

45 , 0 0 0  

1 2 , 0 0 0  

5 , 5 0 0  

1 , 5 0 0
5 6 2  , 3 0 0

T r a v e l

O n e  t w o - d a y  t r i p  to F a i r b a n k .  

F a i r b a n k s  f o r  2 ^ e o p  1 e
m d  o n e  t w o - d a y  c r i p  to

2  , 0 0 0

C o n t r a c t u a l

t e l e p h o n e  9 0 0
p h o t o c o p y  1 2 0
p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  1 , 0 0 0
a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  7 0 0

p r i n t i n g / p h o t o g r a p h y / ’b l u e p r i n t i n g  3 , 0 0 0

7 , 7 2 0

S u p p l i e s  2 , 0 0 0

T O T A L $ 7 4 , 5 2 0



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Bill Version : CSSB 5:3
R EQ U EST:  Publish Daie : ___________

.-.evision Date:       Agency A ffected: Op d ?- . o f  F i^ i i  tnd Game
" , a : 3  S r . a : e  G a r s  R e r u c e  BRU ___________ M n h i t n t  Hi v i s i o n ________

S penser. _____________________________________  Components
Requester _________________________________  ___________

FX PF.N D I T I R  F.S/REVENL'F.S: (Thousands of Dollars)
< .PERA i !NG FY 37 FY 33 FY 39 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

I IP.SCNAL SERVICES 6 0 .0 0 0 1
i RA • dL 5 .0 0 0 1
CCS i RACTUAL R.OOO 1
SUPPLIE5 2 .0 0 0 “ 1
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS 1
TOTAL OPERATING 7 5 ,0 0 0 * i

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dcllam)
(J EN ERA L FUN D 
iTDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
anr.-.i.

7 5 . 0 0 0

-  ^ . ^ C O -
P O S I T I O N S :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Preparation of the Minto Flats State Game Refuge Management Plan.

Phone : ,:t: ^.T^J,.05___
Date : :> /6 ;

d ™  : £ 1  :

Distribution (bypreparer): *Amount required only if the plans are prepared concurrently

Legislative Finance in FY90-FY91. If the existing schedule of one plan per year
Legislative Sponsor is adhered to, the operating budget would be adequate and

Requestor this fiscal note would not be necessary.

Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency!ies> page _J—  of —-----
Senate Secretary

Prepared by: 3ruce 3aker, Acting Director 

Division : Habitat Division

oner:
r\-P C i  r h  a n d  E d m a

Approved by Commissioner __________
A»encv: 9'eoartment of Fish and Game



5355 F i s c a l  M o t e  
S u m m a r v  o f  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  C o s t s

M a v  I S :

J o b  C l a s s L o c a t i o n M o n t h s C o s t

H a b i t a t  B i o l o g i s t  I I I *  A n c h o r a g e  6
H a b i t a t  B i o l o g i s t  I I I  D i v i s i o n - w i d e  3
C l e r k  T y p i s t  I I I  A n c h o r a g e  3
D r a f t i n g  T e c h n i c i a n  I I I  A n c h o r a g e  3

. u

T O TA L : 60.0

* P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r

o 
o

o



*

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF F I S H  AND GAME S P E C IA L  AREA PLANN ING  SCHZLULE

(DRAFT)

S t a t e  FY87

P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .
1985 - N o v e m b e r  1986.

S t a t e  FY87 - FY88

S u s i t n a  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .
N o v e m b e r  1986 - N o v e m b e r  1987.

S t a t e  FY88 - FY89

A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .  
N o v e m b e r  198 7 - N o v e m b e r  198S .

S t a t e  FY89 - FY90

* A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .
N o v e m b e r  1988 - N o v e m b e r  1989.

S t a t e  FY90 - FY91

M e n d e n h a l l  W e t l a n d s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  o r  
* M i n t o  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .
N o v e m b e r  1989 - N o v e m b e r  1990.

M a y  i 9 S 7

* D e p e n d i n g  u p o n  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n .



J u l y  1, 1985

S p e c i a l  A r e a  P l a n s  
P r o p o s e d  O r d e r  o f  P r i o r i t y

TO? A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e *
P R IO R I T Y  P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e

S u s i t n a  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e

M e n d e n h a l l  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e
K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t A r e a * *

2nd T r a d i n g  B a y  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e
P r i o r i t y F o x  R i v e r  F l a t s  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
G r o u p C o p p e r  R i v e r  D e l t a  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  

C l a m  G u l c h  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  
G o o s e  B a y  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e

A r e a

P o r t  M o l l e r  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t A r e a
3 r d P o r t  H e i d e n  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t Area
P r i o r i t y E g e g i k  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
P r i o r i t y P i l o t  P o i n t  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t A r e a

C i n d e r  R i v e r  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a  
I z e m b e k  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e

t  A r e a

4 t h  W a l r u s  I s l a n d  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e
P r i o r i t y  C a p e  N ew e n h a m  S t a t e  Game R e f u g e
G r o u p  M c N e i l  R i v e r  S t a t e  Game S a n c t u a r y

K a l g i n  I s l a n d  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

5 t h
P r i o r i t y  C h i l k a t  R i v e r  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
G r o u p  C r e a m e r ' s  F i e l d  M i g r a t o r y  W a t e r f o w l  R e f u g e

* F i r s t  p r i o r i t y  a f r s r  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a s s a g e
* *  To  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  1989 a s  p e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a n d a t e



S U S IT N A  FLATS  STATE  GAME REFUGE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN COMPLET ION  SCHEDULE

M a y  - J u n e  

J u l y  - A u g u s t

S e p t e m b e r  - O c t o b e r

N o v e m b e r  - D e c e m b e r

I n t e r a g e n c y  p l a n n i n g  t e a m  p r e p a r e s  
d r a f t  r e f u g e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .

P u b l i c  r e v i e w s  d r a f t  r e f u g e
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .  P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s
a r e  h e l d .

S t a f f  s u m m a r i z e s  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  a n d  
i n t e r a g e n c y  p l a n n i n g  t e a m  f i n a l i z e s  
t h e  r e f u g e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game 
i m p l e m e n t s  t h e  S u s i t n a  F l a t s  S t a t e  
Game R e f u g e  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .



A L A S K A
1. Izombck
2. Por! Mollo r
3 Pori Heldon
4 C lndor Rlvor
5. P ilo t Po ln i
6. Egogik 
W alrus Is lands

8 Cape Nowonham 
0. M cNe il River
10 Kalgir. Is land
11 Trading Bay
12 Sus itna F la ts 
13. Creamer's Fie ld 
14 Palmer Hay F la ts 
15. Gooso Boy
16 Potter Point 
17. C lam Gulch
18 Fo* River F la ts
19 Kachemak Bay
20. Coppor River Delta
21. Ch ilka t River
22. Mendonha il W etlands

NORTON
SOUND

BERING
'FA

NCHOIAOt

G U L F  O F  A L A S K ABRISTOL
B A Y

Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Refuges_______
Critical Habitats 
Sanctuaries___
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ALASKA STATE ALASKA STATE
1 t/em bek State Game Refuge
2 Purl Molle r State C ritica l Habita t Area
3 Port Hoiden State C ritica l Hab ita t Area
4 C inder River State C ritica l Hab ita t Area
5 Pilot Poin t State C ritica l Hab ita t Area
6 Egeqik State C ritica l Hab ita t Area
7 Walrus Is lands State Game Sanctuary 
0 Cape Newenbam S tate Game Reluge 
9 M tfJo ll River Stale Game Sanctuary
to Kaigm Is land State C ritica l Habita t Area
11 Trading Bay State Gome Reluge
12 Susitna F la ts State Game Reluge
13 Creamer's F ie ld S tate Game Refuge
14 Paimer Hay F ia ts S tate Game Reluge
15 Goose Bay State Game Refuge
16 Potter Point S ta le Game Refuge
17 Clam Gulch State C ritica l Habita t Area
16 Fo t River F la ts S ta te C ritic a l Hab ita t Area
19 Kachcmak Bay State C ritica l Hab ita t Area
20 Copper River Delta S la te C ritica l Hab ita t Area
21 CM i*a t River State C ritica l Habita t Area
22 Mendenhall W etlands S tate Game Refuge

State o f Alaska 
Department o f F ish and Game 

Habita t D iv is ion 
Box 2-2000. Juneau. A laska 99302 

November 1983

Juneau headquartors —  (907) 465 4107
Southcen tra l regional o ffice —  (907) 344-0541 
Interio r rog ional o ff ic e —  (907) 479-3104 
Southeastern reg ional o ff ic o —  (907) 465-4290

pioOuCeU Of ApF&O PuDI'C Commun.c«lion» SPChon)

ALASKA STATE ALASKA STATE
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ALASKA STATE ALASKA STATE

H H
ALASKA STATE ALASKA STATE

T h e  A la s k a  L e g is la tu re  has p ro te c te d  p o r t io n s  o f A la s k a 's  o u ts ta n d in g  n a tu ra l h a b i ta t a nd a s s o c ia te d  
l is h  and w ild l i fe  re so u rc e s by e s ta b lis h in g  S ta te Game Re fuges , S la te  G am e S a n c tu a r ie s , a nd S ta te  C r it ic a l 
H a b ita t A re a s . The s ta tu te s  w h ic h  a u th o r iz e  the se s p e c ia l a re a s g iv e th e A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t o f F is h  a nd 
G am e a u th o r i ty  to  p re se rve a nd p ro te c t th e un iq ue a s p e c ts  to r w h ic h  the y w e re e s ta b lis h e d .

S TA T E G AM E REFUGES a re e s ta b lis h e d  to  m ake su re w i. I li fe  c o n t in u e  to 
p o p u la te  s p e c i f ic  a re a s a n d to  in s u re  th e p u b lic  c o n t in u e s  to  have use o f 
th e s e  w ild l i fe  re s o u rc e s . T h e se a re a s have fa ir ly  s iza b le c o n c e n tra t io n s , o r 
m a n y d if fe re n t ty p e s , o f w a te r fo w l, b ig  gam e , s h o re b ird s , o r o th e r s p e c ie s . 
O ne o r m o re e le m e n ts  o f h a b ita t —  su ch as foo d , v e g e ta t io n , w a te r , e tc . 
—  needed by th is  w ild l i f e  is p re s e n t.

T he A la s k a D e pa rtm e n l o f F is h and G am e m anages s ta te  gam e re fu ge s 
by fo c u s in g  o n a fea tu re d w ild li fe  s pe c ie s o r g roup o l spec ies . T h is m ay mean 
re h a b i l i ta t in g  o r im p ro v in g  th e h a b ita t on w h ic h  the w ild li fe  dep e nd s . U ses 
o f re fu g e  la n d s a re c o n tro l le d  to  p re ven t h a b ita t ch a n g e s w h ic h  w o u ld  be 
h a rm fu l to  th e w ild l i fe . A c t iv i t ie s  a re a ls o  c o n tro l le d  to  p re ven t d is tu rb a n c e  
o l th e  w ild l i f e  its e lf . H um an u se s —  in c lu d in g  re c re a t io n a l p u rs u its  a nd 
h a rv e s t o f w ild l i f e  re s o u rc e s —  a re p e rm itte d  so long a s th e y a re in kee p in g 
w ith  th e p r im a ry  rea son fo r e s ta b lis h in g  the re luge .

e \

STATE GAME SANCTUAR IES a rc a ls o  e s ta b lis h e d to  p ro te c t f is h  a nd w ild li fe  
a nd th e ir n a tu ra l h ab ita ts . T he p rim a ry rea son fo r s e tt in g  a s id e  la n d s as s ta te  
g am e s a n c tu a r ie s  is to g iv e a s y lu m  to  im p o r ta n t w ild l i f e  p o p u la t io n s . The 
w ild l i f e  In th e s e case s n o rm a lly  u se s th e la n d in s om ew h a t e x c lu s iv e  w a ys . 
A  s a n c tu a ry  m ay p rov ide th e o n ly  p la c e  w h e re  a c e r ta in  p o p u la t io n  c a r r ie s  
o u t som e p a r t o f its  annua l l i fe  c y c le  s u c h  as fe e d in g , n e s t in g , h a u lin g  o u t. 
o r m ig ra tio n . (S an c tu a rie s a re s p e c ia l a re a s se t a s id e  to  p ro te c t fe a tu re d  
w ild l i fe  p o p u la t io n s .)

In m a n a g in g  san c tu a r ie s , o th e r u se s o f th e la n d a re c lo s e ly  c o n tro l le d , 
o r a re p ro h ib ite d , in o rde r to  p re ven t c h a n g e s in th e h a b ita t o r d is tu rb a n c e  
o t th e  p ro te c te d  spec ie s . Use o f th e  w ild li fe  Its e lf Is a ls o  c lo s e ly  c o n tro l le d .

STATE C R IT IC A L HAB ITAT AREAS a re p la c e s whe re p ro te c t iv e  em p h a s is  
is o n th e e n v iro nm e n t In w h ic h  w ild l i f e  o c c u rs . C r it ic a l h a b i ta t a re a s m ay 
be c om p le te  b io t ic  s y s tem s —  Id e n t if ia b le  env iro nm en ta l u n its  th a t ope ra te 
a s s e ll - s u s ta in in g  s y s te m s —  o r w e ll-d e fin e d  areas s p e c if ic a l ly  n eeded by 
w ild l i f e  fo r c e r ta in  fu n c t io n s  s u c h  as n e s t in g  o r s paw n in g .

M a n a g em en t by th e A la s k a  D e pa rtm e n t o f F ish and G am e Is a lm od 
p r im a r i ly  a t p ro v id in g  p ro te c t io n  lo r th e h a b ita t . A ll u so s o l th e  la n d w h ic h  
a re n o t c om p a t ib le  w ith  th a t a im  a re re s tr ic te d . In m o s t In s ta n c e s , ha rv e s t 
o f v r l id l lfe  Is n o t p re c lu d e d In a c r i t ic a l h a b ita t area.

S ta te  c r i t ic a l h a b i ta t a re a s a re se t a s id e to  p ro te c t th e  la n d  and 
re s o u rc e s n e c e s s a ry fo r c e r ta in  s p e c ie s o l w ild life .




