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Date referred 4/30/88 FURTHER REFERRALS:
DATE: W VA
The Resources- Committee has considered CSSB 459 (Res)

“"An Act relating to the confidentiality of crab stock abundance survey
information held by the Department of Fish and Game; and providing for an
effective date.”

reccmkkwbs :

[ 1 the same title
[ 1 a new title

[ ] replace with
[ 1 attached amendment(s)
[ Y] do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

L ] individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: [ 3 letter of intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

[ 1 fiscal impact [ ] same as previous Tiscal note
[ 1 zero fiscal note published
[ 1 zero with analysis [V] same as previous zero Tiscal
/ note published
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Chairman®s signature
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Senator Fred F. Zharoff

Alaska State Legislature

p.o. BOX 405, KODIAK, ALASKA 99615 (907) *186-5259
DURING SESSION:
P.O. BOX V, JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 « (9071 -165-3473 + 465 3474

DISTRICT N

ALASKA PENINSULA « ALEUTIAN CHAIN <« BRIS'.OL BAY + KODIAK ISLAND ® LAKE CLARK/LAKE ILIAMNA « PRIBILOF ISI ANns . SHUMAGIN STLAND3

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
Revised 3/28/88

Cb Fo

Senate Bill 459 - "An Act relating to the confidentiality of crab stock
abundance surveys conducted by the Department of Fish and
Game; and providing for an effective date."

SECTION 1 CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF CERTAIN REPORTS AND RECORDS. Adds
references to new paragraph (c) in the statutes that describe
which Department of Fish and Game information is confidential
and which 1is public information.

c

SECTION 2 - New paragraph (c). Crab stock, abundance survey information
that reveals crab ca-tches by sampling location is confidential
until ,»fter the "dose of the fishing season for which the
survey was conducted. This information is specifically

* exemrce from the public records statutes, AS 09.25.110 -
09.2 i.

SECTION 3 Immediate effective date.
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STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
BILL ANALYSIS
PR Fish & Gama <vB=fooramercial Fish. " $8°us0 Ilfponbon Zharoff

sort ittpConfidentiality of shellfish stock abundance surveys

DEPARTMENT POSITION

™

Neutral

prepared by A]_ Didier dat§/16/88 T_/6_8$
*

OTHR agencies affected bv bill SUMP &%W QAQPDA&%CFEJBY MU

None Unknown
CRGANZATIONAL SUPPCRT FOR BILL CRGANZATIONAL CPRCBTDON TOMLL

Unknown Unknown 2 A
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This b ill would make confidential until tha end of thei”rrint

fishing season, a ll.inforaation from shellfish, abundance iuzvsys

which show tha abundance of shellfish by sampling location.

AVALYSS CF BIUZPROGRAM EFFECTS

Ses Attached |
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AVBNDVENTS FAQROGED c
no
(c) Shellfish stock abundance survey information that reveals
shellfish catch by sampling location is confidsntial and is not
subject to inspection or copying under AS 09.25.110 - 09.25.120
untdll théa close of the fishing season for which the survey was
conducted.
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Analysis of Bill/Program Effects

PRO: This bill may permit the department to open seasons 1in areas”
which have small, localized shellfish populations. If the
locations of these populations are publicized prior to the
fishing season, effort could be concentrated and the department
would be reluctant to allow a fishery. IT some fishermen are not
aware of these concentrations, effort may be more dispersed and a
short opening might be possible without the risk of overharvest.

CON: Assessment surveys are often used to set guideline harvest
levels prior to a fishery. The public has always had the
opportunity to critique these surveys and confirm the validity of
the guidline harvest levels before the season. This process will
not be possible under the proposed legislation.

Shellfish populations aro generally not highly mobile and
shellfish surveys often indicate the availability of recruitment
in future years. Since this information will only vremain
confidential during the current season, a fisherman could refer
to the survey conducted the previous year to identify probable
shellfish concentrations. This may tend to dilute the possible
benefits cited above.
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Senator Fred F. Zharoff

Alaska State Legislature

P.O. BOX JOS. KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 (907) 496-5259
DURING SESSION.
P.O. BOX V. JUNEAU. ALASKA 99611 < (907) .165-3473 « 465-3474

DISTRICT N

S

ALASKA PENINSULA + ALEUTIAN CHAIN + BRISTOL BAY « KODIAK ISLAND + LAKE CLARK.LAKE ILIAMNA ¢ PRIBILOF ISLANDS + SHUMAGIN ISLANDS

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
Revised 3/28/S8

CS Fob

Senate Bill 459 - "An Act relating to the confidentiality of crab stock
abundance surveys conducted by the Department of Fish and
Game; and providing for an effective date."

SECTION 1 CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF CERTAIN REPORTS AND RECORDS. Adds
references to new paragraph (c) 1in the statutes that describe
which Department of Fish and Game 1information 1is confidential
and which is public information.

SECTION 2 - New paragraph (c). Crab stock abundance survey information
. that reveals crab catches by sampling location is confidential
muntil after the close of the fishing season for which the
e survey was conducted. This information is specifically
. exempted from the public records statutes, AS 09.25.110 -
05.25.120.

SECTION 3 Immediate effective date.



STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

DEPARTMENT

Fish & Game ===Commercial Fish. "= 58°7459 ZharoffF

HRIT, Aot Confidentiality of shellfish stock abundance surveys

DEPARTMENT POSJTTON

Neutral
A A
PREPARED BT o DATE
Al Didier 3/16/88 1T -/6 -V
SUMMARY
OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL CONSTTTI»fT GROUFWJ AFFECTED BY |
None Unknown
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL ORQANUATWHAL Of ROBMOH TO 1
Unknown Unknown
FHCAL IMPACT: £ nNoNE O FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACXGAOUNOUQJG6LATTYE INTENT

This bill would stake confidential until tha end of thei™&rrent
fishing season, all_infomation fro* shellfish abundance surveys
which show the abundance of shellfish by sampling location.

ANALYSIS OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS

See Attached

AMCNOIfEHT8 W OSLO

(© Shellfish stock abundance survey iInformation that reveals
shellfish catch by sampling location is confidential and iIs not
subject to iInspection or copying under AS 09.25.110 - 09.25.120
until the close of the Tfishing season for which the survey was

conducted.
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Analysis of Bill/Program Effects

PRO: This bill may permit the department to open seasons 1in areas
which have small, localized shellfish populations. IT the
locations of these populations are publicized prior to the
fishing season, effort could be concentrated and the department
would be reluctant to allow a fishery. IT some fishermen ar* not
aware of these concentrations, effort may be more dispersed and a
short opening might be possible without the risk of overharvest.

CON: Assessment surveys are often used to set guideline harvest
levels prior -to a fishery. The public has always had the
opportunity to critique these surveys and confirm the validity of
the guidline harvest levels before the season. This process will
not be possible under the proposed legislation.

Shellfish populations are generally not highly mobile and
shellfish surveys often indicate the availability of recruitment
in future vyears. Since this information will only remain
confidential during the current season, a fisherman could refer
to the survey conducted the previous year to identify probable
shellfish concentrations. This may tend to dilute the possible
benefits cited above.





