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S e n a t o r  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f
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S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  

R e v i s e d  3 / 2 8 / 8 8

Cb Fo

S e n a t e  B i l l  4 5 9  - " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  c r a b  s t o c k

a b u n d a n c e  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

S E C T I O N  1 C O N F I D E N T I A L  N A T U R E  O F  C E R T A I N  R E P O R T S  A N D  R E C O R D S .  A d d s

r e f e r e n c e s  to n e w  p a r a g r a p h  (c) in the s t a t u t e s  that d e s c r i b e  

w h i c h  D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is c o n f i d e n t i a l  

a n d  w h i c h  is p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .
c

S E C T I O N  2 - N e w  p a r a g r a p h  ( c ) . C r a b  stock, a b u n d a n c e  s u r v e y  i n f o r m a t i o n

that r e v e a l s  c r a b  ca-tches by s a m p l i n g  l o c a t i o n  is c o n f i d e n t i a l  

u n t i l  ,»fter the ' d o s e  o f  t he f i s h i n g  s e a s o n  f o r  w h i c h  the 

s u r v e y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  is s p e c i f i c a l l y  

* e x e m r c e  f r o m  the p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  s t a t u t e s ,  AS  0 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 0  -

0 9 . 2  i.

AND 3

S E C T I O N  3 I m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  date.
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f i s h i n g  s e a s o n ,  a l l .. i n f o r a a t i o n  f r o m  s h e l l f i s h ,  a b u n d a n c e  i u z v s y s  
w h i c h  s h o w  t h a  a b u n d a n c e  o f  s h e l l f i s h  b y  s a m p l i n g  l o c a t i o n .
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( c )  S h e l l f i s h  s t o c k  a b u n d a n c e  s u r v e y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  r e v e a l s  
s h e l l f i s h  c a t c h  b y  s a m p l i n g  l o c a t i o n  i s  c o n f i d s n t i a l  a n d  i s  n o t  
s u b j e c t  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  o r  c o p y i n g  u n d e r  A S  09.25.110 -  0 9 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  
u n t i l  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  s e a s o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  s u r v e y  w a s  
c o n d u c t e d .

PHAM ATTACH A BMAIMTt S—5T POP.
01-OOB (tat. 12**

?•/» ;l/v»



A n a l y s i s  o f  B i l l / P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s

P R O :  T h i s  b i l l  m a y  p e r m i t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  o p e n  s e a s o n s  in areas' 
w h i c h  h a v e  s m a l l ,  l o c a l i z e d  s h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s .  If t h e  
l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  p u b l i c i z e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
f i s h i n g  s e a s o n ,  e f f o r t  c o u l d  b e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
w o u l d  b e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  a l l o w  a f i s h e r y .  I f  s o m e  f i s h e r m e n  a r e  n o t  
a w a r e  o f  t h e s e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ,  e f f o r t  m a y  b e  m o r e  d i s p e r s e d  a n d  a 
s h o r t  o p e n i n g  m i g h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  r i s k  o f  o v e r h a r v e s t .

CO N :  A s s e s s m e n t  s u r v e y s  a r e  o f t e n  u s e d  t o  s e t  g u i d e l i n e  h a r v e s t
l e v e l s  p r i o r  t o  a f i s h e r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  a l w a y s  h a d  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c r i t i q u e  t h e s e  s u r v e y s  a n d  c o n f i r m  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of 
t h e  g u i d l i n e  h a r v e s t  l e v e l s  b e f o r e  t h e  s e a s o n .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  w i l l
n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r o  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  h i g h l y  m o b i l e  a n d
s h e l l f i s h  s u r v e y s  o f t e n  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e c r u i t m e n t  
i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .  S i n c e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  o n l y  r e m a i n  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e a s o n ,  a f i s h e r m a n  c o u l d  r e f e r  
t o  t h e  s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  t o  i d e n t i f y  p r o b a b l e  
s h e l l f i s h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  T h i s  m a y  t e n d  t o  d i l u t e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
b e n e f i t s  c i t e d  a b o v e .
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S e n a t o r  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P.O. BOX JOS. KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 (907) 496-5259

DURING SESSION.

P.O. BOX V. JUNEAU. ALASKA 99611 •  (907) .165-3473 • 465-3474

DISTRICT N
ALASKA PENINSULA • ALEUTIAN CHAIN • BRISTOL BAY • KODIAK ISLAND •  LAKE CLARK.LAKE ILIAMNA ♦ PRIBILOF ISLANDS • SHUMAGIN ISLANDS

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  

R e v i s e d  3 / 2 8 /S8

CS Fob

S e n a t e  B i l l  4 5 9  -  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  c r a b  s t o c k

a b u n d a n c e  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  by  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of F ish a n d  

G a m e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

S E C T I O N  I C O N F I D E N T I A L  N A T U R E  O F  C E R T A I N  R E P O R T S  A N D  R E C O R D S .  A d d s

r e f e r e n c e s  to n e w  p a r a g r a p h  (c) in  the s t a t u t e s  that d e s c r i b e  

w h i c h  D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is c o n f i d e n t i a l  

a n d  w h i c h  is p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .

S E C T I O N  2 - N e w  p a r a g r a p h  (c). C r a b  s t o c k  a b u n d a n c e  s u r v e y  i n f o r m a t i o n

. that r e v e a l s  c r a b  c a t c h e s  b y  s a m p l i n g  l o c a t i o n  is c o n f i d e n t i a l  

■ u n t i l  a f t e r  the c l o s e  of t he f i s h i n g  s e a s o n  f or w h i c h  the 

• s u r v e y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  is s p e c i f i c a l l y  

• e x e m p t e d  f r o m  the p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  s t a t u t e s ,  AS 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 0  -

0 5 . 2 5 . 1 2 0 .

SECTION 3 Immediate effective date.
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STATE OF ALASKA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS
DEPARTMENT _  , .

Fish & Game ‘’"““Commercial Fish.
H U  NUMBER,

S B  4 5 9 Zharoff

JHORTT,7L£of: Confidentiality of shellfish stock abundance surveys

DEPARTMENT POSJTTON

Neutral
A A

PREPARED BT
A1 Didier

DATE
3/16/88 1T - / 6 - V

SUMMARY 7
OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL

None

CONSTTTl»fT GROUFWJ AFFECTED BY I
Unknown

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL

Unknown

ORQANUATWHAL Of ROBmOH TO I

Unknown

FHCAL IMPACT: £ NONE □  FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACXGAOUNOUQJ6LATTYE INTENT

This bill would stake confidential until tha end of thei^&rrent 
fishing season, all.. infomation fro* shellfish abundance surveys 
which show the abundance of shellfish by sampling location.

ANALYSIS OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS

See Attached

' i-*, :r- ■

AMCN0lf€HT8 W O S L O

(c) Shellfish stock abundance survey information that reveals 
shellfish catch by sampling location is confidential and is not 
subject to inspection or copying under AS 09.25.110 - 09.25.120 
until the close of the fishing season for which the survey was 

conducted.
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A n a l y s i s  o f  B i l l / P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s

P R O :  T h i s  b i l l  m a y  p e r m i t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  o p e n  s e a s o n s  i n  a r e a s  
w h i c h  h a v e  s m a l l ,  l o c a l i z e d  s h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s .  If t h e  
l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  p u b l i c i z e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
f i s h i n g  s e a s o n ,  e f f o r t  c o u l d  b e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
w o u l d  b e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  a l l o w  a f i s h e r y .  I f  s o m e  f i s h e r m e n  a r *  n o t  
a w a r e  o f  t h e s e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ,  e f f o r t  m a y  b e  m o r e  d i s p e r s e d  a n d  a 
s h o r t  o p e n i n g  m i g h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  r i s k  o f  o v e r h a r v e s t .

C O N :  A s s e s s m e n t  s u r v e y s  a r e  o f t e n  u s e d  t o  s e t  g u i d e l i n e  h a r v e s t
l e v e l s  p r i o r  -to a f i s h e r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  a l w a y s  h a d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c r i t i q u e  t h e s e  s u r v e y s  a n d  c o n f i r m  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  
t h e  g u i d l i n e  h a r v e s t  l e v e l s  b e f o r e  t h e  s e a s o n .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  w i l l  
n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  h i g h l y  m o b i l e  a n d  
s h e l l f i s h  s u r v e y s  o f t e n  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e c r u i t m e n t  
i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .  S i n c e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  o n l y  r e m a i n  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e a s o n ,  a f i s h e r m a n  c o u l d  r e f e r  
t o  t h e  s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  t o  i d e n t i f y  p r o b a b l e  

s h e l l f i s h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  T h i s  m a y  t e n d  t o  d i l u t e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
b e n e f i t s  c i t e d  a b o v e .




