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I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  C3 F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 3 6 2  ( R e s o u r c e s )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

A r e a ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

Sec. 1 6 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 .  D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .  (a) T h e

p u r p o s e  o f  the D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  is t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  

e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  t h a t  is t h e  k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a

f o r  m i g r a t i n g  l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l e s s e r

s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  

area.

(b) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  a r e a  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as t h e  D u d e

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  Habitat- A r e a :

T o w n s h i p  40 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  58 E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  2: W l / 2

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 0  

S e c t i o n  11: W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  W l / 2

S e c t i o n  14: L o t  3, N W 1 / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  15

S e c t i o n  16: N l / 2 ,  S E 1/4

(c) T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d e s c r i b e d  in (b) o f  

this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  a n d  

i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

G u s t a v u s  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Gam e .

- 1- H C S  C S S B  3 6 2 (Res)



(d) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a l l o w  p u b l i c  u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i s h i n g ,  

h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  m e c h a n i z e d  a n d  n o n m e c h a n i z e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  g r a z ­

ing, f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  a n d  b e r r y  p i c k i n g  

u n d e r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (c) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  to t h e  

e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

(e) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  

d e s c r i b e d  in 'b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d  o f  the 

s t a t e  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  r e t a i n  i t s  s t a t u s  as 

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  land, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  D u d e  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .
j

* Sec. 2. I N T E R I M  M A N A G E M E N T .  U n t i l  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  ( 

h a s  a d o p t e d  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 ( c ) ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

f i s h  a n d  g a m e  s h a l l  a l l o w  p u b l i c  u s e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 ( a )  as 

e n a c t e d  i n  sec. 1 o f  t h i s  Ac t .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

H C S  C S S B  3 6 2 ( R e s )
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P o s i t i o n : T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  n o t  o p p o s e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

B a c k g r o u n d : T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a  is
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E n c l o s u r e
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Bradley 
4/8/88

IN THE S E N A T E  BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
4

H O U S E  CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 362 (Resources)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E GISLAT URE - S E C O N D  S E SSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establ i s h i n g  the Dude Creek Critical H a b itat

Area; and providing for an ef fective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 16.20 is amended by a ddi ng a n e w  sect ion to read:

Sec. 16.20.610. DUDE CREEK C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  AREA. (a) The 

p u r p o s e  of the Dude C reek Critical H a b i t a t  A r e a  is the prot ec t i o n  and 

e n h a n c e m e n t  of the w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  that is the k e y  roosting area 

for m i g r a t i n g  lesser sandhill cranes, for the p r o t e c t i o n  of lesser 

sandhill cranes, and for the c o n t inued  p u b l i c  use and enjoyment of the 

area.

(b) The follow ing d e s c ribed area is e s t a b l i s h e d  as the Dude 

Creek C r i tical  H a b i t a t  Area:

T o w n s h i p  40 South, Range 58 East, Copper R iver M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  2: Wl/2

S e c t i o n  3 

S ections 9 - 1 0  

S e c t i o n  11: W1/2NE1/4, W l / 2

S e ction 14: Lot 3, NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4

S e c t i o n  15

S e cti on 16: Nl/2, SE1/4

(c) The Dude C r e e k  Critical H a b i t a t  A r e a  described in (b) of 

this s e c t i o n  shall be m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a m a n a g e m e n t  plan  prepared and 

i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  the department in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the community of 

Gustavus and the B oard of Game.

-1- HCS CSSB 3 6 2 (Res)
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(d) The department shall a l l o w  public uses, i n c l u d i n g  fishing, 

hunting, trapping, m e c h a n i z e d  and n o n m e c h a n i z e d  public access, g r a z­

ing, f i r e w o o d  harvesting, w i l d l i f e  viewing, hiking, and b e r r y  picking 

u n d e r  the m a n a g e m e n t  plan a d opted u n d e r  (c) of this s e c t i o n  to the 

extent that the activities are com patible with (a) of this section.

(e) The legislature u n d e r s t a n d s  that a portion of the state land 

d e s c ribed in (b) of this s e c t i o n  is m e n t a l  health trust land of the 

state and the legislature intends that the land r etain its status as 

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust land, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  its i n c l usion in the Dude 

Creek C r i ti cal Habitat Area.

* Sec. 2. I N TERIM MANAGEMENT. Until the Department of F i s h  and Game 

has adopted a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  u n d e r  AS 16.20.610(c), the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

fish and game shall allow p u b l i c  use c ompatibl e w i t h  AS 16.20.610(a) as 

enacted in sec. 1 of this Act.

* Sec. 3. This A c t  takes e f fec t immedi a t e l y  under AS 01.10.070(c).

HCS CSSB 3 6 2 (Res) -2-
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  E l i a s o n

5 - 1 5 3 1 L * ^
B r a d l e y

A / 8 / 8 8

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 3 6 2  ( R e s o u r c e s )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

A r e a ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :

Se c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 .  D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .  (a) T h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  is t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  

e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  t h a t  is t h e  k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a  

f o r  m i g r a t i n g  l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l e s s e r  

s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  

a re a .

(b) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  a r e a  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as t h e  D u d e  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a :

T o w n s h i p  40 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  58 E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  2: W l / 2

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 0  

S e c t i o n  11: W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  W l / 2

S e c t i o n  14: L o t  3, N W l / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  15

S e c t i o n  16: N l / 2 ,  S E 1 / 4

(c) T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  (b) of 

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  a n d  

i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

G u s t a v u s  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

-1- HCS CSSB 362(Res)
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(d) The department shall a l l o w  public uses, including fishing, 

hunting, trapping, m e c h a n i z e d  and n o n m e c h a n i z e d  public access, g r a z­

ing, f i r e w o o d  harvesting, w i l d l i f e  viewing, hiking, and b e r r y  picking 

under the m a n a g e m e n t  plan a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (c) of this s e ction  to the 

extent that the activities are c o m p a t i b l e  with (a) of this section.

(e) The legi slature u n d e r s t a n d s  that a por tion of the state lane 

describ ed in (b) of this s e c t i o n  is m e n t a l  h ealth trust land of the 

state and the legislature intends that the land retain its status as 

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust land, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  its i nclusion in the Dude 

Creek Critical Habitat Area.

* Sec. 2. INTERIM MANAGE MENT. U n t i l  the Department of F i s h  and Game 

has adopted a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  u n d e r  AS 16.20.610(c), the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

fish and game shall a l l o w  p u b l i c  use c ompat i b l e  w i t h  AS 16.20.610(a) as 

enacted in sec. 1 of this Act.

* Sec. 3. This A c t  takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  under AS 01.10.070(c).

HCS CSSB 362(Res) -2-
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O FF IC E  O F  THE COM M ISS IONER

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNFAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

A p r i l  6, 1 9 8 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A d e l h e i a  H e r r m a n n ,  C o - C h a i r
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S a m  C o t t e n ,  C o - C h a i r
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H e r r m a n n  a n d  C o t t e n :

S u b j e c t : C S S B  362 ( R e s o u r c e s ) , "  An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e

D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

P o s i t i o n : T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  n o t  o p p o s e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

B a c k g r o u n d : T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a  is
m e n t a l  h e a l t h .  T h e  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  
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e s t a b l i s h m e n t  ■' h i s  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r ea.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : o e c t i o n  1, 1 6 . 2 0 . 6 1 0  (c) s h o u l d  s t a t e  t h e

p l a n  s h o u l d  b e  n o n e  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  as w e l l  as t h e   ̂ immunity of  G u s t a v u s .

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  if w e  m a y  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

cc: C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s
B i l l  S p o n s o r s  
R o d  S w o p e  
B o b  E v a r s
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n ,  c o - c h a i r
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S a m  C o t t e n ,  c o - c h a i r  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n

RE: C S S B  362 (Res) - A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

D A 1 E : M a r c h  24, 1 9 8 3

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  s c h e d u l i n g  
C S S B  362 (Res) f o r  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  t i m e .

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  362 (Res) e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  D u d e  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  a r e a  n e a r  G u s t a v u s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
is a d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  
G u s t a v u s .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1984, t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  

o v e r w h e l m i n g  p a s s e d  a r e f e r e n d u m  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  
o f  a k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a  f o r  m i g r a t i n g  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s .

I n  1 9 8 5  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  b u t  
a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  in q u e s t i o n  w a s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
t r u s t  l a nd, t h e  S e n a t e  d e c i d e d  t o  d e l a y  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  u n t i l  a n  e q u i t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  t r u s t  l a n d  
i s s u e  w a s  f o u n d .  P a s s a g e  o f  C h a p t e r  48, S L A  198 7 ,  p r o v i d e d  
t h e  a n s w e r .  U n d e r  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  law, t h e  3 , 4 4 3  a c r e s  
o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  propo: e d  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
t r u s t  c o r p u s  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  n o t  
n e e d  t o  f i n d  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  f o r  t h i s  a c r e a g e .  G e o r g e  
R o g e r s ,  c h a i r m a n ,  I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  C S S B  362 ( R e s ) .

T h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w o u l d  a l l o w  a l l  
t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  o f  t h e  l a n d  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  

p r o t e c t i o n .

RULES COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE VICE CHAIRMAN

l e g is la tiv e  c o u n c il

RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
FISHERIES SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

, ri • >

■ , Jr
-'■07.7̂ -



D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A  

L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t

I n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  it is t h e  

i n t e n t  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  t h a t  h u n t i  g, f i s h i n g ,  a n d  

t r a p p i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i c h  h a r v e s t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  

G a m e .  T h e s e  a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  u s e s ,  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  

e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e c h a n i z e d  a c c e s s ,  w i l l  b e  

c u r t a i l e d  o r  d i s a l l o w e d  o n l y  i f  t h e r e  is s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  

t h a t  t h e s e  u s e s  a r e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  c r a n e s  o r  t h e i r  

h a b i t a t .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  

s p e c i f i c  f a c t  f i n d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  G u s t a v u s ,  

p r i o r  t o  m a k i n g  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  

a b o v e  u s e s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  is t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  

a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r m s  a n  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  in 

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n .
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S e n a t o r  D i e k  E l i a s o n  
P o u e h  V

J u n e a u ,  A E  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n ,

W i t h  t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d  i s s u e ,  the w a y  a g a i n  
s e e m s  e l e a r  f o r  C S H B  3 1 2 ,  t h e  b i l l  f o r  a n  a c t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H J s i t a b  A r e a ,

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
f o r  t h i s  b i l l .  W o r k  w a s  b e g u n  t o w a r d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

c r i t i e a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 8  a n d  t h r o u g h  a  l e n g t h y  p r o ­
c e s s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n  a n d  c o m p r o m i s e  a  p r o p o s a l  w a s  r e a c h e d  t h a t  
d o e s  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  w i s h e s  o f  m o s t  p e o p l e .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  m a j o r i t y  s u p p o r t  f o r  this b i l l  i n  J a n­

u a r y ,  1 9 8 1^, i n  a  r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  p o l l i n g  e v e r y  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r .  

T h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  6 6  i n  f a v o r  a n d  2 5  o p p o s e d .  I n  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  G u s t a v u s  
C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o r s e d  t h e  b i l l .

T h e  c r i t i e a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  a l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  
6 f  t h e  l a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  i . e . ,  h u n t i n g ,  fishirxg, c l a m m i n g ,  b e r r y  
p i c k i n g ,  c o l l a t i o n  o f  b e a c h  l o g o ,  k o l p i n g ,  g r a z i n g ,  h i k i n g  a n d  u s e  
o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s ,  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  e n d u r i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
p r o t e e t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  j o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

D a n  M i l l s  
P r e s i d e n t

D M / a m
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D E P A U T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  H F S O U R C U S
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O FF iC E  O F  THE C O M M ISS IO N ER  I

S T E V E  C O W P E R , G O V E R N O R

POUCHM
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 8 8

S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  I. E l i a s o n  
P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

I am_ p l e a s e d  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  
C o m m i s s i o n  (IMHTC) i s  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S B  3 6 2 -  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h i s  s u p p o r t  
w a s  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  ch. 48 S L A  1 9 8 7 .  
S h o u l d  S B  3 62 b e c o m e  l a w  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  c o r p u s ,  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  D N R  a n d  t h e  I M H T C  
w i l l  b e  r e d u c e d  b y  l e a v i n g  3 , 4 4 3  a c r e s  m o r e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r u s t  
l a n d  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  t r u s t  c o r p u s  t h a n  w o u l d  b e  i f  i t  i s  n o t  
p a s s e d .

I f  I c a n  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  me.

/ „
S i n c ' ^  Liiy,

G e o r g e  R o g e r s ,  Chai]

I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  C o m m i s s i o n



S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Eliason,

In January, 1981|, a r e f e r e n d u m  (enclosure 1) was sent to all r e g­
istered Gustavus voters, asking w h e t h e r  they favored cre at i o n  of 
a lilOO-acro Critical Habitat A r e a  to protect migrating sandhill 
cranes. This capped  a t w o - y e a r  c o m m u n i t y  effort to r e s ear ch the 
need for p r o t e c t i o n  and the various protective options availabxe. 
About 180 ballots were sent out; 91 people chose to vote; 66 
favored  the proposal and 2 5  oppos ed it.

A committee of Gustavus residents was then formed to act on this 
mandate. In c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  D e b r a  Clausen, ADF&G, Habitat D i v­
ision, we d e v e loped a package of b a c k g r o u n d  information (enclosure 
2), a p r o posed draft of enabling l e g i s l a t i o n  (enclosure 5), and 
a b o u n d a r y  map (enclosure i{.). This m a t e r i a l  has n o w  b e e n  d i s­
played at the post office for several weeks, and to date we have 
r e c e i v e d  no adverse comment on it. W e  hope that y o u  and Repre­
sentative Goll w i l l  now b e g i n  the process of enactment into law.

I n  i/he course of our w o r k  011 tne crane issue, three clearcut 
c o m m u n i t y  opinions have emerged. First, there is strong sen ti­
ment in favor of crane protection. Second, people favor the 
idea of a Critical Habitat if the c o m m unity is fully involved 
in p r e p a r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  and m a n a g e m e n t  plan. And third, many 
feel that h u m a n  u ie should be r e g u late d only to the extent n e c­
essary. I n  particular, the f o l l owi ng public uses and activities 
s hould be allowed: wildlife viewing, firewood harvesting, m e c h a n­
ical and non-mechan ical access, hiking, b e r r y  picking, and g r a z­
ing, unless such activities are docum e n t e d  to be detrimental to 
the m i g r a t i n g  sandhill cranes or their habitat.

There is general agreement that present use types and amounts arc 
not t h r e a t e n i n g  the crano3 or their habitat in the area proposed 
for legislative action. The protective effort was b e g u n  because 
cranes have b e e n  s u b stantial ly e x c l uded f r o m  other parts of G u s­
tavus and could be eliminated through out if future U3e and d e v e l o p­
ment proceed in an u n p l anned fashion.

L l o y d  Prouty, Debbie Woodruff, Ilorgan D o B o e r  and I will bo glud 
to provide furt) er information  or assist in any w a y  you wish.

Sincerely,

Grog Strovcler, C h a i r m a n

'/Crane C o m m i t t e e” /
/



G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  R e f e r e n d u m  JANUARY,

E s t a b l i s h e d  t w o  y e a r s  ago, t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  w a r  i n i t i a t e d  
to s a m p l e  the o p i n i o n s  of t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h a t  is t n e  
r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  of t h i s  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t .  W h i l e  n o t  
l e g a l l y  b i n d i n g  it is n o n e t h e l e s s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  as a v a l i d  p o l l i n g  d e v i c e .

T h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  c o m p l e t e d  
r e f e r e n d u m  q u e s t i o n s  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  F e b .  5 t h  b y  mailing' t h e m  t o  
B o x  6 2  G u s t a v u s ,  A K  9 9 3 2 6 .

I. Road M a m t e n a n c e -

F a c t : In 1983 the Alaska State Legislature appropriated
-’3115,COO to upgrade Tong Road, Same Old Road, S almon River R o a d  
and Rink River Road. A n  additional 27 thousand dollars was 
appropriated w h i c h  was not used. The question arises on 
wnether or not to spend this m oney for the ma intenance of ex­
isting roads or upgrading other roads or returning the money 
to the state. Since receiving tnis request for this r e f e r­
endum^, solicited legal opinion states that the G C A  can be held 
liable for damages incurred as a result of this recent upgrade 
or any future m aint enance or improvements to the roads or the 
Goode River Bridge.

Question:
1. Tne $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  should be used for maintaining the four 

recently upgraded roads. Yes No
2. T h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  s h o u l d ^ e  u s e d  t o  u p g r a d e  o t h e r  l o c a l  

a c c e s s  r o a d s .  (Yes^> N o
3. T h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  s h o u l c T b e  u s e d  t o  h i r e  a p r o f e s s i o n a l '  

e n g i n e e r  t o  i n s p e c t  t n e  r e c e n t l y  u p g r a d e d  r o a d s  a n d  
t o  p a y  f o r  a n y  n e c c e s s a r y  c o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  s a f e t y ,  
t h e r e f o r e  m i n i m i z i n g  l i a b i l i t y  t o  G C A .  (Yes) N o

4. T h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  s h o u l d  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e .  Y e s  N O

P r o  S t a t e m e n t :
T h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  c o u l d  be u s e a  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t o  m a i n t a i n  

i o c a l  a c c e s s  r o a d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s n o w  r e m o v a l .  It h a s  b e e n  e s t i­
m a t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c o s t  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  $ 3 , 0 0 0  a n d  $ 6 , 0 0 0  

a  v s a r  t c  m a i n t a i n  t h e s e  I c a a l  a c c e s s  r e a d s .
W i n t e r  s n o w  r e m o v a l  v/ould a l l o w  a c c e s s  y e a r  r o u n d  a n d  

w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  E M T £ s  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  f i r e  
a n d  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c i e s .  P o t  h o l e s  c o u l d  b e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  
-spring ar.d t h e  r o a d s  c o u l d  be g r a d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s p r i n g .

C o n  S t a t e m e n t ;
T h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  w i l l  p u t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  

t h e  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u s i n e s s  w h i l e  t h e  I n t e n t  of t h e  $ 1 1 5 , 0 0 0  

w a s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  r o a d s  u p  t o  s t a n d a r d .  A c d e p t a n c e  e s t a b l i s h e s  
a p r e c e d e n t  f o r  o t h e r  n e w  r o a d 3  t h a t  w i l l  b e  b u i l t ,  w i t h  t h e  
c c m m u n t i y  e x p e c t e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e m .  T h i s  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  
a n o t h e r  s t e p  i n  o u r  i n e r t i a  t o w a r d s  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  i f  
a n d  w n e n  G u s t a v u s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  l i a b i l i t y  

c o s t s  w o u l d  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l .



T

P a g e  2

I. J e t f o l l  S e r v i c e -

F a c t : I n  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r  of 1983? r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m
B o e i n g  M a r i n e  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
m e t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n f o r m i n g  r e s i d e n t s  of tiieir p l a n  t o
b r i n g  j e t f o l l  s e r v i c e  t o  G u s t a v u s ,  P l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  a 2 4 0
p a s s e n g e r  b o a t  c o m i n g  o n c e  a w e e k  w i t h  a ^ 0  lb. b a g g a g e  l i m i t  

at a t r i c e  o f  $ 3 0  o n  a t e s t  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r  of ’8 4 » w i t h  
a l t e r a t i o n s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t n e  e x i s t i n g  f l ^ a t .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  
p r o t e s t  e x p r e s s e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h e  s t u « e  a g r e e d  t o  p o s t p o n e  
s e r v i c e  u n t i l  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  p u t  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  in t h e  

f o r m  of a rel e r e n d u m .  (p.S.  On 1 2 / 1 3 / 8 %  a phonecall  was received from DOT s t a t i n  
they cculd not w a i t  f o r  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  referendum to do t h e i r  schedule and th e re fo re  

w n e s t i o n :  were removing Gustavus from the 19814 summer ro ut e.  The GCA would
s t i l l  l i k e  your o p i n i o n  on t h i s  matter so please answer the q ues t io

1. S h o u l d  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  b r i n g  j e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  t o  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  of G u s t a v u s ?  Y e s

P r o  S t a t e m e n t :
J e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a c h e a p e r  m e a n s  of t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  w o u l d  t h u s  e n a b l e  m o r e  p e o p l e  to v i s i t  w h o  w o u l d  
s p e n d  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  O t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
w o u l d  b e  m o r e  a c c e s i b l e  a n d  m a y  l e a d  t o  f u l l - t i m e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e ,  
w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  i n c r e a s e d  f r e i g n t  a n d  v e h i c u l a r  s e r v i c e s .
T h i s  w o u l d  b e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  th o s e  w n o  d o  n o t  l i k e  t o  fly.

C o n  S t a t e m e n t :
T h e  c nmrmin-tt y  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  p e t i t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  r e g u l a r

f e r r y  s e r v i c e  i n t t h e  p a s t  a n d  j e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
s a m e .  A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e e e x i s t i n g  f l o a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  i m p e r i l  
l o c a l  u s a g e  a n d  e x i s t i n g  b a r g e  s e r v i c e ,  T h e r e  a r e  n o  e x i s t i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  t o  h a n d l e  a  l a r g e  i n f l u x  of v i s i t o r s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  
i m p a c t  c o u l d  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

»11. D u d e  C r e e k  M e a d o w s  P r o t e c t i o n -

P a c t :  I n  M a y  of 1 9 8 3  a q u e s t i o n a i r e  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e
r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  o f  G u s t a v u s  a s k i n g  i f  t h e  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  
w n i c h ,  d u r i n g  m i g r a t i o n ,  f e e d  a n d  r e s t  a l o n g  D u d e  C r e e k  b e  
g i v e n  some, s o r t  of p r o t e c t i o n .  E i g h t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h o s e  
q u e s t i o n e d  r e p l i e d  " y e s . "  A  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  
r e s e a r c h  t h e  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  
a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e q u e s t  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t h r o u g h  F i s h  a n d  G a m e ,  e s t a b l i s h  s o m e  4 .,000 a c r e s  
a l o n g  D u d e  C r e e k  a s  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t .

Q u e s t i o n :
( O p t i o n  1)

S h o u l d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s A p &ralle]

C r e e k  be d e s i g n a t e d  a j u j e r i t i c§ J -habitat* f o r  t h e  
s a n d n i l l  c x a n e ?  ( l e F )  (No)

1 .

2 . If "no", w o u l d  y o u  s u p p o r t  i n c l a o i o n  nf^anly..,.thB_orBB
w o o t  o f  D u d s  C r e e k  ( O p t i o n  2), o r  s a m e  ortTror’̂typo o f  
p r o t e c t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n " c r i t i c a i  h a b i t s t M ?

Voo -Wo .5pocify _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

- A -

\
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Pro S t a t e m e n t ;

The s e t t i n g  a s i d e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 , 0 0 0  acr e s  of G u s t a v u s  
w e t l a n d s  f o r  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  for the a p p r o x i m a t e l y
7 , 0 0 0  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  w h o  re s t  and feed a n n u a l y  in the D u d e  
Creek m e a d o w s  s i g n i f i e s  the c o m m i t t m e n t  to the w e l l - b e i n g  of a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  of w a t e r f o w l .  B o u n d a r i e s  p r o t e c t  o n l y  the a r e a s  
m o s t  h e a v i l y  u s e d  by the c r a n e s .  All t r a d i t i o n a l  us e s  such as 
h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t  and a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  use 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  as lo n g  as t h e y  do n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the s p e c i e s .
The area w o u l d  ser v e  f o r  p e r p e t u i t y  as a r e c r e a t i o n a l  area. 
C o m m u n i t y  i n p u t  on the a r e a ' s  m a n a g e m e n t  can be viry 6 t r o n g  if 
we help w r i t e  the l e g i s l a t i o n  and m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n 0

Con S t a t e m e n t ;

B e c a u s e  G u s t a v u s  is a l r e a a y  s u r r o u n d e d  by 2 m i l l i o n  acres 
of Park, any l a n d s  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r  use w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  
w o u l d  on l y  h i n d e r  f u r t h e r  g r o w t h  anc i3 m e r e l y  an a t t e m p t  to 
lock up m o r e  of o u r  state. A g r i c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses 
m a y  be r e s t r i c t e d  by Fish &. G a m e  a n d / o r  " e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s "

and o t h e r s  w h o  m a y  not be t r u l y  in tou c h  with o u r  n e e d s  - this 
cou l d  be d a n g e r o u s .  To lock up l a n d s  used on l y  a c o u p l e  m o n t h s

a y e a r  by the c r a n e s ,  and l i k e l y  to c h a n g e  by n a t u r a l  s u c c e s s i o n  
is unwise.
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n ,  c o - c h a i r
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S a m  C o t t e n ,  c o - c h a i r  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n

RE: C S S B  3 6 2  (Res) - A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

D A T E :  M a r c h  24, 1 9 8 8

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  s c h e d u l i n g  
C S S B  3 6 2  (Res) f o r  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  t i m e .

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  362 (Res) e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  D u d e  
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  a r e a  n e a r  G u s t a v u s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
is a d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  
G u s t a v u s .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1984, t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  
o v e r w h e l m i n g  p a s s e d  a r e f e r e n d u m  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  
o f  a k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a  f o r  m i g r a t i n g  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s .

I n  1 9 8 5  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  b u t  
a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  q u e s t i o n  w a s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
t r u s t  l a n d ,  t h e  S e n a t e  d e c i d e d  t o  d e l a y  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  u n t i l  a n  e q u i t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  t r u s t  l a n d  
i s s u e  w a s  f o u n d .  P a s s a g e  o f  C h a p t e r  48, S L A  1 9 8 7 ,  p r o v i d e d  
t h e  a n s w e r .  U n d e r  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  law, t h e  3 , 4 4 3  a c r e s  
o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
t r u s t  c o r p u s  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  n o t  
n e e d  t o  f i n d  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  f o r  t h i s  a c r e a g e .  G e o r g e  
R o g e r s ,  c h a i r m a n ,  I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  C S S B  362 ( R e s ) .

Tb**. d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w o u l d  a l l o w  a l l  
ti a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  o f  tl e l a n d  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  

p r o t e c t i o n .

R U L E S  C O M M I T T E D  C H A I R M A N  

L A B O R  A C O M M E R C E  COMM IT T EE .  VICE C H A I R M A N  

LEGISLATIVE C O U N C I L  

R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  

FISHERIES S U B C O M M I T T E E ,  C H A I R M A N



D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A  

L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t

I n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  i t  is t h e  

i n t e n t  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  t h a t  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  

t r a p p i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h a r v e s t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  as e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  

G a m e .  T h e s e  a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  u s e s ,  l i s t e d  in t h e  

e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e c h a n i z e d  a c c e s s ,  w i l l  b e  

c u r t a i l e d  o r  d i s a l l o w e d  o n l y  if t h e r e  is s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  

t h a t  c h e s e  u s e s  a r e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  c r a n e s  o r  t h e i r  

h a b i t a t .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  

s p e c i f i c  f a c t  f i n d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  G u s t a v u s ,  

p r i o r  t o  m a k i n g  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  

a b o v e  u s e s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  is t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  

a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r m s  a n  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  i n  

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n .
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S e n a t o r  D i s k  E l i a s o n  
P o u e h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

J a n u a r y  27, 1 9 8 8

Dear* S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n ,

W i t h  t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d  i s s u e ,  t h e  w a y  a g a i n  
s e e m s  c l e a r  f o r  C S H B  31 2 ,  t h e  b i l l  f o r  a n  a e t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i e a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

I w o u l d  l i k e  to t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
f o r  t h i s  b i l l *  W o r k  w a s  b e g u n  t o w a r d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  the 

c r i t i e a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 8  a n d  t h r o u g h  a  l e n g t h y  p r o ­
c e s s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n  a n d  c o m p r o m i s e  a  p r o p o s a l  w a s  r e a c h e d  that 
d o e s  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  w i s h e s  o f  m o s t  p e o p l e .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  m a j o r i t y  s u p p o r t  f o r  this b i l l  i n  J a n­
u a r y ,  I 9 8 I4., i n  a  r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  p o l l i n g  e v e r y  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r .  

T h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  6 6  i n  f a v o r  a n d  2f? o p p o s e d .  I n  1 9 8 5 ,  th® G u s t a v u n  
C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o r s e d  t h e  b i l l .

T h e  o r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  a l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  
6 f t h e  l a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  i . e . ,  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  c l a m m i n g ,  b e r r y  
p i c k i n g ,  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b e a c h  l o g s ,  k e l p i n g ,  g r a z i n g ,  h i k i n g  a n d  u s e  
o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s ,  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  e n d u r i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
p r o t e c t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

D o n  M i l l s  
P r e s i d e n t

D M / a m
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D E P A U T M E A T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S
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I

S T E V E  C O W P E R , G O V E R N O R

POUCHM
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 8 8

S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  I. E l i a s o n  
P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

I a m  p l e a s e d  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  
C o m m i s s i o n  (IMHTC) i s  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S B  3 6 2 -  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h i s  s u p p o r t  
w a s  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  ch. 48 S L A  1 9 8 7 .  
S h o u l d  S B  3 62 b e c o m e  l a w  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  c o r p u s ,  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  D N R  a n d  t h e  I M H T C  
w i l l  b e  r e d u c e d  b y  l e a v i n g  3 , 4 4 3  a c r e s  m o r e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r u s t  
l a n d  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  t r u s t  c o r p u s  t h a n  w o u l d  b e  i f  i t  is n o t  
p a s s e d .

I f  I c a n  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  me. 

S i n e  a r ely,

£L ’f W

*’ G e o r g e  R o g e r s ,

I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  C o m m i s s i o n

IO.JOLM



S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A X  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n ,

I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 k ,  a  r e f e r e n d u m  ( e n c l o s u r e  1) w a s  s e n t  t o  a l l  r e g­
i s t e r e d  G u s t a v u s  v o t e r s ,  a s k i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e y  f a v o r e d  c r e a t i o n  of 
a k l O O - a c r o  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  t o  p r o t e c t  m i g r a t i n g  s a n d h i l l  
c r a n e s .  T h i s  c a p p e d  a t w o - y e a r  c o m m u n i t y  e f f o r t  t o  r e s e a r c h  the 
n e e d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  the v a r i o u s  p r o t e c t i v e  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e .  
A b o u t  1 8 0  b a l l o t s  w e r e  s e n t  ou t ;  91 p e o p l e  c h o s e  to v o t e ;  6 6  

f a v o r e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  2 5  o p p o s e d  it.

A  c o m m i t t e e  o f  G u s t a v u s  r e s i d e n t s  w a s  t h e n  f o r m e d  t o  a c t  o n  th i s  
m a n d a t e .  I n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  D e b r a  C l a u s e n ,  ADFSsG, H a b i t a t  D i v ­
is i o n ,  w e  d e v e l o p e d  a p a c k a g e  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( e n c l o s u r e  
2 ), a p r o p o s e d  d r a f t  o f  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( e n c l o s u r e  3 ), a n d  
a b o u n d a r y  r.ap ( e n c l o s u r e  k) * T h i s  m a t e r i a l  h a s  n o w  b e e n  d i s ­
p l a y e d  at the p o s t  o f f i c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s ,  a n d  to d a t e  w e  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  n o  a d v e r s e  c o m m e n t  o n  it. lie hope t h a t  y o u  a n d  R e p r e­
s e n t a t i v e  G o l l  w i l l  n o w  b e g i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e n a c t m e n t  i n t o  law.

I n  the c o u r s e  of o u r  w o r k  o n  one c r a n e  i s s u e ,  t h r e e  c l e a r c u t  
c o m m u n i t y  o p i n i o n s  h a v e  e m e r g e d .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  is s t r o n g  s e n t i­

m e n t  i n  f a v o r  o f  c r a n e  p r o t e c t i o n .  S e c o n d ,  p e o p l e  f a v o r  the 
i d e a  o f  a C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  if t h e  c o m m u n i t y  is f u l l y  i n v o l v e d  

i n  p r e p a r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .  A n d  t h i r d ,  m a n y  
f e e l  that h u m a n  u s e  s h o u l d  b e  r e g u l a t e d  o n l y  to t h e  e x t e n t  n e c ­

e s s a r y .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  u s e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  
s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d :  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ,  m e c h a n ­
i c a l  a n d  n o n - m e c h a n i c a l  a c c e s s ,  h i k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  a n d  g r a z ­
ing, u n l e s s  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  are d o c u m e n t e d  to b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  to 
t h e  m i g r a t i n g  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  o r  t h e i r  h a b i t a t .

T h e r e  is g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  p r e s e n t  u s e  t y p e s  a n d  a m o u n t s  are 
n o t  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  c r a n e s  o r  t h o i r  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  a r e a  p r o p o s e d  
f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  T h e  p r o t e c t i v e  e f f o r t  w a s  b e g u n  b e c a u s e  
c r a n e s  h a v e  b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  o t h e r  p a r t s  of l-us- 
t a v u s  a n d  c o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  t h r o w  -hout if f u t u r e  u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  p r o c e e d  in a n  u n p l a n n o d  f a s h i o n .

L l o y d  P r o u t y ,  D c b b i o  V h ' o d r u f f , Hor'tun D o B o e r  a n d  I w i l l  b o  :L„d 

to p r o v i d e  furt' o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  a s s i s t  in a n y  w a y  y o u  w i s h .

G i n c e r o l y ,

G r o g  S t r o v o l e r ,  C h a i r m a n  

,:C r a n o  l o n n i s t o o "
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G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  R e f e r e n d u m  JANUARY, 198*4

E s t a b l i s h e d  t w o  y e a r s  ago, t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  
to s a m p l e  t h e  o p i n i o n s  of t h e  w n o l e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h a t  is t n e  
r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  of t h i s  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t .  W h i l e  n o t  
l e g a l l y  b i n d i n g  it is n o n e t h e l e s s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  as a v a l i d  p o l l i n g  d e v i c e .

T h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  c o m p l e t e d  
r e f e r e n d u m  q u e s t i o n s  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  F e b .  5 t h  b y  mailing' t h e m  t o  
B o x  6 2 G u s t a v u s , A & 9 9 8 2 6 .

l. R o a d  h a i n t e n a n c e -

F a c t ; I n  1 9 8 3  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  
§115,C O O  t o  u p g r a d e  T o n g  R o a d ,  S a m e  O l d  R o a d ,  S a l m o n  R i v e r  R o a d  
a n d  R i n k  R i v e r  R o a d .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  2 7  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a i 3 w a s  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  u s e d .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  on 
w n e u h e r  or n o t  t o  s p e n d  t h i s  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  of e x­
i s t i n g  r o a d s  or u p g r a d i n g  o t h e r  r o a d s  or r e t u r n i n g  t h e  m o n e y  
t o  t h e  s t a t e .  S i n c e  r e c e i v i n g  t n i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h i s  r e f e r -  
e n a u m ^ s o l i c i t e a  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  G C A  c a n  be h e l d  
l i a b l e  f o r  d a m a g e s  i n c u r r e d  as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  r e c e n t  u p g r a d e  
or a n y  f u t u r e  m a i n t e n a n c e  or i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  r o a d s  or t h e  
G o o d e  R i v e r  B r i d g e .

Q u e s t i o n :
1. T n e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  s h o u l d  be u s e d  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o u r  

r e c e n t l y  u p g r a d e d  r o a d s .  Y e s  N o
2. T n e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  s i i c u l d ^ e  used, t o  u p g r a d e  o t h e r  l o c a l  

a c c e s s  r o a d s .  ( Y e s 3> N o
3. T h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  s h o u l c T b e  u s e d  t o  h i r e  a p r o f e s s i o n a l '  

e n g i n e e r  t o  i n s p e c t  t n e  r e c e n t l y  u p g r a d e d  r o a d s  a n d  
t o  p a y  f o r  a n y  n e c c e s s a r y  c o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  s a f e t y ,  
t h e r e f o r e  m i n i m i z i n g  l i a b i l i t y  t o  G C A .  (Yes) N o

4. T h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  s h o u l d  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e .  Y e s  N O

P r o  S t a t e m e n t ;
T h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  c o u l d  be u s e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t o  m a i n t a i n  

i o c a l  a c c e s s  r o a d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s n o w  r e m o v a l .  I t  h a s  b e e n  e s t i­
m a t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c o s t  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  $ 3 , 0 0 0  a n d  $ 6 , 0 0 0  

© *to m a i n t a i n  tiisss i c n n i  a c c a s s  r c - d 2 v
W i n t e r  s n o w  r e m o v a l  w o u l d  a l l o w  a c o e s s  y e a r  r o u n d  a n d  

w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  K M T S s  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  f i r e  
a n d  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c i e s .  P o t  h o l e s  c o u l d  b e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  
.spring a n d  t h e  r o a d s  c o u l d  b e  g r a d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the s p r i n g .

C o n  S t a t e m e n t :
T n e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  $ 2 7 , 0 0 0  w i l l  p u t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  

t h e  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u s i n e s s  w h i l e  t h e  I n t e n t  of t h e  $ 1 1 5 , 0 0 0  
was t o  b r i n g  t h e  r o a d s  u p  t o  s t a n d a r d .  A c a e p t a n c e  e s t a b l i s h e s  
a p r e c e d e n t  f o r  o t h e r  n e w  r o a d s  t n a t  w i l l  be b u i l t ,  w i t h  t h e  
c o m m u n t i y  e x p e c t e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e m .  T h i s  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  
a n o t h e r  s t e p  i n  o u r  i n e r t i a  t o w a r d s  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  i f  
a n d  v/neu G u s t a v u s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  **oad m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  l i a b i l i t y  
c o s t s  w o u l d  b e  s u c s t a n t i a l .

- I -



P a g e  2

f a c t ; l a  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r  of 1983, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  
B o e i n g  M a r i n e  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  d i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
m e t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n f o r m i n g  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e i r * p l a n  t o  
b r i n g  j e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  zo G u s t a v u s .  P l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  a 2 4 0  
p a s s e n g e r  b o a t  c o m i n g  o n c e  a w e e k  w i t h  a 4 0  l b .  b a g g a g e  l i m i t  
a t  a p r i c e  o f  §30  o n  a t e s t  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  s umme r  of ’ 8 4 ,  w i t h  
a l t e r a t i o n s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t n e  e x i s t i n g  f l o a t .  I n  r e s p o n s e  n o  
p r o t e s t  e x p r e s s e d  at t h e  m e e t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a g r e e d  t o  p o s t n o n e  
s e r v i c e  u n t i l  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  p u t  t o  the c o m m u n i t y  in t h e  

f o r m  of a r e t e r e n d u m .  ( p .s. On 1 2 /1 3 /8 3 ,  a phonecall  was received from DOT s t a t i r  
they could not w a i t  f o r  r e s u l t s  o f  t h ' s  referendum to do t h e i r  schedule and t he refo re  

'Question: were removing Gustavus from the 1984 summer ro ute .  The GCA would
s t i l l  l i k e  your o p i n i o n  on t h i s  m a tte r  so please answer the questic

1. S h o u l d  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  b r i n g  j e t f o l l  s e r v i c e  t o  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  of G u s t a v u s ?  Y e s

P r o  S t a t e m e n t :
J e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a c h e a p e r  m e a n s  of t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  w o u l d  t h u s  e n a b l e  m o r e  p e o p l e  t o  v i s i t  w h o  w o u l d  
s p e n d  t o u r i s t  d o l l a r s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  O t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
w o u l d  be m o r e  a c c e s i b l e  a n d  m a y  l e a d  t o  f u l l - t i m e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e ,  
w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  i n c r e a s e d  f r e i g n t  a n d  v e h i c u l a r  s e r v i c e s .
T h i s  w o u l d  b e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  t h o s e  w n o  d o  n o t  l i k e  t o  fly.

C o n  S t a t e m e n t :
The c o m m u n i t y  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  p e t i t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  r a g u l a r  

f e r r y  s e r v i c e  intfche p a s t  a n d  j e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
s a m e .  A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e e e x i s t i n g  f l o a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  i m p e r i l  
l o c a l  u s a g e  a n d  'existing b a r g e  s e r v i c e ,  T h e r e  a r e  n o  e x i s t i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  t o  h a n d l e  a l a r g e  i n f l u x  of v i s i t o r s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  
i m p a c t  c o u l d  b e  s u o s t a n t i a l  a n d  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

11. J e t f o l l  S e r v i c e -

f 11. D u d e  C r e e k  M e a d o w s  P r o t e c t i o n -

F a c t : I n  M a y  of 1 9 8 3  a q u e s t i o n a i r e  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e
r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  o f  G u s t a v u s  a s k i n g  if t h e  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  
w.oich, d u r i n g  m i g r a t i o n ,  f e e d  a n d  r e s t  a l o n g  D u d e  C r e e k  b e  
g i v e n  some^ s o r t  of p r o t e c t i o n .  E i g h t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h o s e  
q u e s t i o n e d  r e p l i e a  " y e s . "  A  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  
r e s e a r c h  t h e  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  
a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e q u e s t  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t h r o u g h  P i s h  a n d  G a m e ,  e 3 t a b l i s n  s o m e  4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  
a l o n g  D u d o  C r e e k  a s  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t ,

Q u e s t i o n :  /  J?
( O p t i o n

1. S h o u l d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s ^ p a r a l l e l i n g  D u d e  
G r e e k  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s _ j c r i t i c g j  h a b i t a t *  f o r  t h e  

s a n d n l l l  c r a n e ?  ("£)

2. If **n»M , w o u l d  you a u p p a r t  i n c l u s i o n  only. t h e _ a r e a  
w e s t  a f  .Dude C r e e k  ( O p t i o n  2), ar so m e  atbar^fcypa o f  
p r o t e c t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n " c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t "  ?

Yo* fla S p e c i f y  _____________________________

- H -



P age 3
Pro S t a t e m e n t :
The se t t i n g  a s i d e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 , 0 0 0  acres of G u s t a v u s  

w e t l a n d s  for a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  for the a p p r o x i m a t e l y
7, 0 0 0  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  w h o  re s t  and f e e d  a n n u a l y  in t h e  D u d e  
Creek m e a d o w s  s i g n i f i e s  the c o m m i t t m e n t  to the w e l l - b e i n g  of a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  of w a t e r f o w l .  B o u n d a r i e s  p r o t e c t  o n l y  the a r e a s  
m o s t  h e a v i l y  U 9 e d  by the c r a n e s .  All t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  su c h  as 
h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t  and a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  use 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  as l o n g  as th e y  do not i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the s p e c i e s .
T h e  area would s e r v e  f o r  p e r p e t u i t y  as a r e c r e a t i o n a l  area. 
C o m m u n i t y  input on the a r e a ' s  m a n a g e m e n t  can be v e r y  s t r o n g  if 
we he l p  write the l e g i s l a t i o n  and m a n a g e m e n t  plan.

Con S t a t e m e n t :
B e c a u s e  G u s t a v u s  is a l r e a a y  s u r r o u n d e d  by 2 m i l l i o n  acr e s  

of Park, any l a n d s  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r  use w i t h i n  our c o m m u n i t y  
w o u l d  o n l y  h i n d a r  f u r t h e r  g r o w t h  and is m e r e l y  an a t t e m p t  to 
lock up mo r e  of o u r  state. A g r i c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses 
m a y  be r e s t r i c t e d  by F i s h  L G a m e  a n d / o r  " e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s "

and o t h e r s  who m a y  n o t  be t r u l y  in t o u c h  wi t h  our n e e d s  - this 
cou l d  be d a n g e r o u s .  To lock up l a n d s  uses only a c o u p l e  m o n t h s

a y e a r  by the c r a n e s ,  and l i k e l y  to c h a n g e  by n a t u r a l  s u c c e s s i o n  
is u n w i s e .
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