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MEMORANDUM A pril 73, 1987

TO : ALL LEGISLATORS

FROM: DICK SHULTZ

RE: HB 82

************* ********** *********** ********* ************ *********

The purpose o f th is legis lation is to protect personal information 
prov ided to the state on hunting  and trapp ing  documents.

The rational is the same used to keep commercial fish tickets 
confidentia l and is based on our fundamental r igh ts  o f p rivacy 
especially as it applies to our liv lihood .

In 1986 Governor Sheffie ld vetoed th is legislation on the basis that it 
was not needed. W ithin just a few months o f his veto animal 
protectionists g ro u p s , via the courts , forced the Department of Fish 
and Game to release personal information from trapp ing  records for 
d is tr ibu tion  for their use.

I po int this out to demonstrate the need for a c larification in law to 
protect personal information on hunting and fish ing  documents.

I u rge  your support in protecting the private information trappers and 
hunters continue to provide i , . good fa ith to the state. Good w ild life  
management would be ve ry  d iff ic u lt  w ithout these records.
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nti-Hunting Group SeekingJNainof New Jersey Trappers

R od g e r Ive rson , chairm an o f  the C o ­
a lit ion  o f  New Jersey Sportsmen
H a v i n g  c a m p a i g n e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

t o  b a n  t h e  s t e e l  l e g h o l d  t r a p  in  
N e w  J e r s e y ,  t h e  a n t i s  h o w  a r e  a p ­
p a r e n t l y  t a k i n g  a im  a t  t h e  t r a p p e r s  
t h e m s e l v e s .

A n  a t t o r n e y  f o r  F r i e n d s  o f  A n im a l s  
a n d  t h e  H u m a n e  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S l a t e s  h a s  a s k e d . t h e  N e w  J e r s e y  D i v i ­
s i o n  o f~ F i s K ~ a n d  G a m e  f o r  a l is t  o f  p e r ­
s o n s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  t o  t r a p  in  
N e w  Jersc~y^
" T h e  N e w  j e r s e y  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ’ s o f ­
f i c e  h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  m a k e  
t h e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  a v a i l a b l e .  • 4

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  I r w i n  K im m e lm a n  
i n f o r m e d  t h e  a n t i s  in  m i d - J a n u a r y  th a t  
t h e  o n l y  l i s t i n g  o f  l i c e n s e d  t r a p p e r s  
a v a i l a b l e  i s  f o r  1 9 8 4 .  H e  s a id  the  d i v i s i o n  
d o e s  h a v e  l i c e n s e  s t u b s  o r  re c e ip t s  
a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  1 9 8 0  t o  1 9 8 4  p e r i o d  
a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  m a y  b e  in sp e c te d  at t h e  
C l i n t o n  o f f i c c . T h c  1 9 8 5  s t u b s  h a v e  n o t

yet b e en  a u d i t e d  a n d  w o n ’ t b e  a v a i l a b l e  
u n t i l  i n i d - 1 9 8 6 .  T h e  b a n  w en t  i n t o  e f f e c t  
la s t  O c l o j i e r .

T h e  C o a l i t i o n  o f  N e w  J e r s e y  S p o r t s ­
m e n  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  a n y  o f  th e se  n am e s  
a n d  a d d r e s s e s  r e l e a s e d .  T h e i r  a t t o r n e y .  
J a m es  S e e l e y ,  o f  B r i d g e t o n ,  h a s  a s k e d  
The A p p e l l a t e  C o u r t  in  S a l e m  C o u n t y  t o  
s l a y  i l te~ re lca .sc  o f  t T i c l i s t .  T h a t  s am e  
c o u r t  is s c h e d u l e d  t o  l a k e  u p  a n u m b e r  o f  
is sues i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  t r a p p i n g  b a n  in  a 
c a s e  set t o  b eg in  o n  M a y  1 9 .

R o d g e r  I v e r s o n ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  th e  
c o a l i t i o n ,  s a id  t h e  a n t i s  a l r e a d y  a r e  
h a r a s s i n g  t r a p p e r s  a n d  s p o r t s m e n  a n d  
th a t  t h e r e  is n o  r e a s o T T f o r  t h e m  t o  h a v e  
th e  l i s t .  T h e y  c l a im  th e y  n e ed  it f o r  the  
c o u r t  c a s e .

‘ ‘ T h e r e  is n o  l o g i c a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e m  t o  
h a v e  th a t  l i s t , "  I v e r s o n  in s i s te d .  “ I f  
t h e y ’ re  s im p l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  th e  
e l im i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a p ,  t h a t  c a n  c l e a r l y  
b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  a b o l i s h i n g  th e  
t r a p p e r  h im s e l f !
/  “ H a v i n g  b e e n  h a r a s s e d  m y s e l f ,  I 
' k n o w  it c a n  b e c o m e  r a t h e r  u p s e t t i n g .  
I ’ m  c o n c e rn e d  it c o u l d  l e a d  t o  s o m e  K in d  
o f  a l t e r c a t i o n . "

I v e r s o n  is a l s o  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  
t h e  p re c ed en t  t h e  r e le a s e  o f  t h e  t r a p p in g  
lis t c o u ld  set .

" W i l l  t h e y  nex t  w a n t  a  l is t  o f  a l l  l i ­
c en sed  h u n te r s  in  t h e  s t a t e ?  W l i a t  a b o u t  
g u n  o w n e r s ? "  h e  a s k e d .

I v e r s o n  a n d  o t h e r  s p o r t s m e n  w o r r y  
a b o u t -  t h e  list b e in g  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
m e m b e r s  o f  a n t i - t r a p p i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
s o  th a t  t r a p p e r s  c a n  b e  p la c e d  u n d e r  
s u r v e i l l a n c e — a s  s o m t  a p p a r e n t l y  h a v e /  
b e e n  in  th e  p a s t .  '

A l t h o u g h  n o  o n e  is q u e s t i o n in g  t h a t  
t h e  u se  o f  t h e  s te e l  l e g h o ld  t r a p  h a s  b e en  
b a n n c d i n  N e w  J e r s e y ,  s om e  v e r y  i m p o r ­
t a n t  i s sues  r e m a i n  t o  be  d e c id ed  in  t h e  
M a y  c a se  in  S a l e m  C o u n t y .  A m o n g  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a r c :

•  M a y  t r a p p e r s  k e e p  the i r  stee l l e g h o l d  
t r a p s ?  ( T h e  l a w  p a ssed  b y  the  N e w  J e r s e y  
L e g i s l a t u r e  b a n s  e v e n  the  p o s s e s s io n  o f  
l e g h o l d  t r a p s  b u t  p r o v id e s  n o c o m p e n s a ­
t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  c o n f i s c a t i o n . )

•  C a n  th e  s t a t e  b a n  the  i n t e r s t a t e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  l e g h o ld  l i a p s ?  ( T h e  
l a w  s e e k s  t o  m a k e  it i l l e g a l  t o  e v e n  d r i v e  
t h r o u g h  th e  s t a te  w i th  a  le g h o ld  t r a p  in  a  
v e h i c l e . )

•  I s  t h e  p a d d e d - j a w ,  s o f l - c a t c h  t r a p  a 
v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  th e  steel l e g h o l d  
t r a p ?

A  N e w  J e r s e y  c o u r t  e a r l i e r  r u l e d  th a t  
t r a p p e r s  m a y  k e e p  t h e i r  t raps u n t i l  t h e  
c o u r t s  r e a c h  a  f i n a l  d e c i s io n  in t h e  c a s e .

O n e  fa c t  th a t  h a s  em e rg e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
le g a l  d e b a t e s  is t h e  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  
b a n n i n g  t r a p s  a n d  b a n n in g  gun s .

T h e  N e w  J e r s e y  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ’ s  o f ­
f i c e  h a s  a r g u e d  th a t  t r a p s  can be  b a n n e d  
w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  has c i t e d  g u n  
b a n s  t o  s u p p o r t  its case .

A f t e r  m e n t i o n i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o u r t  
c a s e s ,  a  b r i e f  f i l e d  b y  the  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l ’ s o f f i c e  d e c la r e d ,  " S i m i l a r l y ,  in  
th e  in s t a n t  c a se  th e  L e g is la tu re  h a s ,  in  
t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  i ts p o l i c e  p o w e r ,  b a n n e d  
t h e  use o f  t h e  s l e d - j a w e d  l e g h o ld  t r a p .  
A s  a  m e a n s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  that e n d ,  it h a s  
b a n n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the  t r a p  i t s e l f .

" I f  it is c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  t o  l a k e  a w a y  
w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  th e  r igh t  t o  
p o s s e s s  f i r e a rm s  w h ic h  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y

b e e n  l a w f u l l y  a c q u i r e d ,  t o  sav.* h u m a n  
l i f e ,  t h e n ,  in  t h e  l e g i t im a te  e x e r c i s e  o f  
p o l i c e  p o w e r  it is c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  t o  t a k e  
a w a y ,  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  p o s s e s s  l e g h o l d  t r a p s ,  t o  s a v e  a n im a l s  
f r o m  a  c r  'c l  a n d  b a r b a r o u s  f a t e . "

I v e r s o n  j o i n t e d  o u t ,  " S o  a s  s o m e  o f  
u s  p r e v i o u s l y  t h o u g h t ,  t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  
o f  l e g h o l d  t r a p s  c a n  i n v o l v e  f i r e a r m s .  I n ­
d e e d ,  t h e r e  is a  d i r e c t  i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n v o l v e  
f i r e a r m s . "

H e  u r g e d  o t h e r  s p o r t s m e n  t o  r a l l y  t o  
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  t r a p p e r s .

" I t ’ s t im e  th a t  p e o p l e  g e l  i n v o l v e d .  
T h e  p r e c e d e n t  o f  c o n f i s c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e c e ­
d e n t  o f  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  b e i n g  d i s ­
t r i b u t e d — th e s e  a r c  t h i n g s  th a t  t h r e a t e n  
a l l  s p o r t s m e n .

" T h e  h u n t e r s ,  t h e  t r a p p e r s  a n d  th e  
f i s h e rm e n  h a v e  t o  s t a n d  t o g e t h e r  b e c au s e  
w e ’ r e  r e a l l y  a l l  i n  t h e  s a m e  b o a t .  I f  w e  
d o n ’ t s t a n d  t o g e t h e r ,  we’re  a l l  g o i n g  t o  
b e  o n  t h e  e n d a n g e r e d  sp e c ie s  l i s t . "

A n o t h e r  t h r e a t  t o  N e w  J e r s e y  t r a p p e r s  
a n d  s p o r t s m e n  is t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  e x ­
p e n s e  o f  f i g h t i n g  t h e  a n t i s  in  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d . n o w  in  th e  c o u r t s .

I v e r s o n  e s t im a t e d  tha t  S 3 3 . 0 0 0  a l r e a d y  
h a d  b e e n  s p e n t  a n d  th a t  a n o t h e r  S I 0 , 0 0 0  
w o u l d  b e  n e e d e d  j u s t  t o  b r i n g  in  t h e  e x ­
p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  M a y  t r a i l .

l i e  u r g e d  s p o r ' s m e n  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  c o n ­
t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e :  S p o r t s m e n ’ s D e f e n s e  
f u n d ,  C o a l i t i o n  o f  N e w  J e r s e y  S p o r t s ­
m e n ,  c / o  I r w i n ,  P o s t  a n d  R o s e n ,  6 5  L i v ­
i n g s t o n  A v e n u e ,  R o s c l a n d ,  N . J .  0 7 0 6 8 .

" U n i t e d  w e  c a n  b e a t  t h e  a n t i s .  
D i v i d e d ,  w e ’ r e  a l l  g o i n g  t o  l o s e .  T h e  
t r a p p e r s  j u s t  h a p p e n  t o  b e  in  t h e  g re a t e s t  
d a n g e r  r i g h t  n o w , "  I v e r s o n  c o n c l u d e d .
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