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HOUSE BILL NO. 59 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

BY DAV IS  AND KOPONEN

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the recycling and reduction of

7 litter; and providing for an effective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 46.06.010 is repealed and reenacted to read:

10 Sec. 46.06.010. POWERS OF THE DEPARTMENT. The department may

11 (1) serve as the coordinating agency among public and

12 private organizations in the state that are involved in the control,

13 reduction, and recycling of litter;

14 (2) assist local governments in the adoption and amendment

15 of ordinances relating to the control, reduction, and recycling of

16 litter;

17 (3) promote voluntary local programs and information cam-

18 paigns that encourage the public to refrain from littering and to

19 participate in efforts to clean up and recycle litter;

20 (4) inform the public of, and encourage the public to

21 comply with, the provisions of this chapter and regulations adopted

22 under this chapter;

23 (5) encourage federal, state, and local agencies to assist

24 programs for the recycling of litter by allowing the use of publicly

25 owned land, buildings, or equipment for those programs whenever possi-

26 ble;

27 (6) apply for, receive, and expend grants, loans, and other

28 monetary and nonmonetary assistance for use in programs established

29 under this chapter;
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1 (7) determine the types of materials or energy that may be

2 profitably recovered from litter, and adopt regulations under the

3 Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) that require the recovery of

4 the materials or energy;

5 (8) adopt other regulations under the Administrative Pfoce-

6 dure Act (AS 44.62) necessary to implement this chapter.

7 * Sec. 2. AS 46.06.060 is amended to read:

8 Sec. 46.06.060. LITTER BAGS. The department 'may [SHALL] design

9 and have produced a litter bag bearing the state anti-litter symbol

10 and a statement of the penalties for littering in the state. The

11 department may [SHALL] make litter bags available to the division of

12 motor vehicles in the Department of Public Safety for this purpose.

13 The [TO THE GREATEST EXTENT PRACTICABLE, THE] division of motor

14 vehicles may [SHALL] distribute one litter bag to each person who

15 applies for registration or reregistration of a motor vehicle and

16 shall notify the person of the person's responsibilities under the

17 law. The department may [SHALL] make litter bags available to all

18 vehicle and vessel operators entering the state. The commissione.:

19 shall designate distribution points for the broadest possible

20 distribution of litter bags to persons entering the state by vehicle

21 or vessel.

22 * Sec. 3. AS 46.06.080(c) is amended to read:

23 (c) A person who violates this section is guilty of a violation

24 [CLASS B MISDEMEANOR] , and may be sentenced to pay a fine of not more

25 than $1,000. In [IN] addition [TO THE PUNISHMENT IMPOSED BY

26 AS 12.55.035(b)(4) AND 12.55.135(b)], the court may order the person

27 to gather and dispose of litter in an area and for a length of time

28 determined by the court.

29 * Sec. 4. AS 46.06.020, 46.06.030, 46.06.040, and 46.06.070(b) are
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1 repealed.

2 * Sec. 5. Section 5, ch. 149, SLA 1980, as amended by sec. 9, ch. 164,

3 SLA 1984, is repealed.

4 * Sec. 6. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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D A T E :

T h e R e s o u r c e s C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  H B  5 9

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  a n d  r e d u c t i o n  o f  l i t t e r ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  
a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

R E C O M M E N D S :

[  ]  r e p l a c e  w i t h

[  ]  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

[  v ]  d o  p a s s

[  ]  d o  n o t  p a s s

[  ]  n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[  ]  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

[  ]  a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

[  ]  t h e  s a m e  t i t l e

[  ]  a  n e w  t i t l e

C o m m i t t e e

A D O P T S : [ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s ) :  

[  1 f i s c a l  i m p a c t  

[ - > / ]  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  
[  ]  z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

S I G N I N G  D O  P A S S :

[  ]  s a m e  a s  p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e

p u b l i s h e d  ________________________________

[  ]  s a m e  a s  p r e v i o u s  z e r o  f i s c a l

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  _______________________

S I G N I N G  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

Chairman’s signature

mnmKOflBDMP



D E PT . OF ENV IRONM ENTAL CONSERVATION

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

B i l l  N o :  H B  5 9  D a t e :  J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7

T i t l e :  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  C o n t a c t :  R a n d y  B a y l i s s
r e c y c l i n g  a n d  r e d u c t i o n  4 6 5 - 2 6 0 0
o f  l i t t e r

D e p a r t m e n t ' s  P o s i t i o n

W e  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l .

E f f e c t  o f  t h e  Bill

H B  5 9  r e e n a c t s  m o s t  o f  A l a s k a ' s  l i t t e r  p r o g r a m ,  n o w  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  
i t s  " s u n s e t . "  I t  a l s o  r e d u c e s  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  e i t h e r  
b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  s o m e  f u n c t i o n s  ( s u c h  a s  t h e  L i t t e r  A d v i s o r y  
C o u n c i l )  o r  b y  m a k i n g  m o s t  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  o p t i o n a l .  T h e  b i l l  
w o u l d  a l s o  c h a n g e  l i t t e r i n g  f r o m  a  " m i s d e m e a n o r "  t o  a  
" v i o l a t i o n , "  w h i c h  e l i m i n a t e s  j a i l  t i m e  a s  a  p e n a l t y .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  o p i n i o n  p o l l s ,  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  c o n s i d e r  
l i t t e r i n g  t o  b e  a  t o p  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r i o r i t y .  L i t t e r  a l o n g s i d e  
t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n s  h a s  d r a w n  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  
n e w s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s .  T h e  l i t t e r  p r o g r a m  h a s  e n j o y e d  p o p u l a r  
s u p p o r t  f r o m  A l a s k a n  c i t i e s  a n d  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  s t a r t - u p  a n d  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f  m a n y  r e c y c l i n g  c e n t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

I m p a c t  o n  t h e  A g e n c y

H B  5 9  w a s  d r a f t e d  w i t h  m i n i m a l  o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e s  i n  m i n d .  W e  
h a v e  p r e p a r e d  a  " z e r o "  f i s c a l  n o t e .

C o m m i s s i o n e r



Rep. Mike Davis
February 1, 1987

S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  o f  H B  5 9  

A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  R e c y c l i n g  a n d  R e d u c t i o n  o f  L i t t e r

S e c .  1 .  A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 1 0  i s  r e w r i t t e n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  r e d u n d a n t  
l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 4 0 .  
T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y , ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m u s t ,  a c t  u p o n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  - t h i s  s e c t i o n .

S e c .  2 .  A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 6 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  m a y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m u s t ,  p r o v i d e  l i t t e r  b a g s  t o  
t h e  p u b l i c .

S e c .  3 .  T h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  l i t t e r i n g  i s  r e d u c e d  f r o m  a  C l a s s  B  
m i s d e m e a n o r  t o  a  v i o l a t i o n ,  a n d  p r i s o n  t e r m s  f o r  l i t t e r i n g  a r e  
e l i m i n a t e d .

S e c .  4 .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  a r e  r e p e a l e d :

A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 2 0 ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t .

A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 3 0 ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l .

A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 4 0 ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  p r o g r a m s .  
P r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  
A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 1 0 .

A S  4 6 . 0 6 . 0 7 0 ( b ) ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  l i t t e r  p a t r o l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 0 6 . 0 1 0 ( 8 ) .

S e c .  5 .  A l l  s u n s e t  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  A S  4 6 . 0 6  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

S e c .  6 . I m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .
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STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

R E O U E S T :
B ill V e rs io n  : h r

P ub lish  D a t e : __________

R ev is io n  D a te : .
T i t l e : A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e c y c l i n g
a n d  r e d u c t i o n  o f  l i t t e r _____________________
S p o n so r  : P p p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ik e  D a v i s ______
R e q u e s to r : H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  ________________

A gency  A ffe c te d : . d f o
B R O : E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y

C om po n en ts  • R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e s

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S :  (T housand s o fD o I la rs )

OPERATING FY  87 FY  88 F Y  89 FY  90 FY  91 FY  9 2  •
PERSONALSERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

R EV E N U E 0 0 0
.  0  .. 0  i

F U N D IN G : (T hou sand s o f  D o lla rs)
GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
CT11ER 
TOTAL

P O S IT I O N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

1
1 — 1
1

A N A L  Y S IS  : (A ttach  a sep a ra te  page i f  necessary )

P repa red  b y : 
D iv is io n  : _

R a n d v  B a v l i s s
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r

A p p rov ed  by  C o m m is s io n e r : D e n n i s  D . K e l s o -
A g e n c y : E m n r n m n e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n

/  D a t e :

-Date:

January 30, 1987

January U) o it 1987

D is tr ib u tion  ( b y p r e p a r e r ) : 
L eg is la tiv e  F in an ce  
L eg is la d v e  S po n so r 
R equesto r
O ffice  o f  M anagem en t an d  B udge t 
Im pac ted  A gency(ies)
S en a te  S ec re ta ry

page . o f
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First National Center 
ICO Cushman Street

Greater Fairbanks Chamber o f Commerce
(907) 459-1 109

P.O. Box 74446 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99707

January 29, 1987
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%  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Mike Davis
P.O. Box V Interim Office:
Juneau, Alaska 99811 P.O. Box 81435
(907) 465-4930/4941 Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

M E M O R A N D U M

T o :  A l l  I n t e r e s t e d  P e r s o n s

F r o m :  R e p .  M i k e  D a v i s

D a t e :  J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7

R e :  H B  5 9 ;  A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  R e c y c l i n g  a n d  R e d u c t i o n
o f  L i t t e r .

T h e  1 9 8 6  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l e d  t o  f u n d  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l i t t e r  
r e d u c t i o n  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m  f o r  F Y  8 7 ,  a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s  
d u e  t o  s u n s e t  o n  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
p r o g r a m  t h a t  c o o r d i n a t e s  c o m m u n i t y  e f f o r t s  t o  c l e a n  u p  l i t t e r  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  L i t t e r  a l o n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h i g h w a y s  h a s  a  
a  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  u p o n  v i s i t o r s  t o  A l a s k a  a s  w e l l  a s  u p o n  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  l i t t e r  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  t o  m a k e  t h e  s t a t e  a  d e s t i n a t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  t o u r i s t s .

T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  H B  5 9  w o u l d  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t s  o f  
o p e r a t i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  l i t t e r  p r o g r a m  b y  r e p e a l i n g  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  f o r  a n  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a n  
a n n u a l  r e p o r t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  r e d u c e s  c o s t s  b y  a l l o w ­
i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e q u i r i n g ,  D E C  t o  p r o v i d e  l i t t e r  b a g s .  T h e s e  
c h a n g e s  h a v e  a l l o w e d  t h e  b i l l  t o  r e c e i v e  a  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e .

H B  5 9  w o u l d  r e d u c e  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  l i t t e r i n g  f r o m  a  
m i s d e m e a n o r  t o  a  v i o l a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  c o u r t  c o s t s ,  
a n d  a  p r i s o n  t e r m  w o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  a s  a  p e n a l t y  f o r  
l i t t e r i n g .  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a l s o  r e p e a l  t h e  s u n s e t  p r o v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  p r o g r a m .

D i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  A L P A R  ( A l a s k a n s  f o r  L i t t e r  P r e v e n t i o n  
a n d  R e c y c l i n g ) ,  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  L i t t e r  a n d  B e a u t i f i c a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  
s e v e r a l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  t o w a r d  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  r e m a r k s  o f  a  f e w  m u n i c i p a l  l e a d e r s  a r e  
p r e s e n t e d  b e l o w :



C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u ,  M a y o r  E r n e s t  P o l l e y :  " T h e
C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t s  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  
r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  h a s  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  l i t t e r  p r o b l e m  a s  w e l l  a s  d i s p o s a l  p r o b l e m s  
c o n c e r n i n g  m e t a l s ,  h o u s e h o l d  g a r b a g e ,  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  l i q u i d s .
I  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  s t a t e w i d e  p r o b l e m  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  a d ­
d r e s s e d  o n  a  s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s .  W e  w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  
y o u r  o f f i c e  t o  r e v i e w  a n y  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a . "

M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  M a y o r  T o n y  K n o w l e s :  " A s  a
s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  a  h e a l t h y ,  c l e a n  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  I  s h a r e  y o u r  
w i s h  t o  a v o i d  s u n s e t t i n g  t h e  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  
p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  D E C .  A l t h o u g h  u n f u n d e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  
b e l i e v e  a  m e c h a n i s m  s h o u l d  e x i s t  f o r  r e v i t a l i z i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m  
s h o u l d  r e v e n u e  l e v e l s  a g a i n  a l l o w  f o r  f u n d i n g  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m . "

M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h ,  M a y o r  D o r o t h y  J o n e s :  " A s  f o r
t h e  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m ,  w e  f i n d  i t  a  b o o n  
t o  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  a r e a  a n d  w o u l d  m o s t  a s s u r e d l y  l i k e  t o  
s e e  f u n d i n g  r e s t o r e d  a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  r e m a i n . "



. T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  D a v i s  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V  (MS 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 8 1 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s :

I t  h a s  c a n e  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  
V i s i t o r s  B u r e a u  t h a t  y o u r  o f f i c e  i s  . s e e k i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  s u p p o r t  f o r  
l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  v i a  a  f i n a n c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  T h e  F . C . V . B .  s u p p o r t s  
f u n d i n g  f o r  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l e v e l .

L i t t e r  d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e s  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e  o f  a n  a r e a ,  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  b a d  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  a  p l a c e  b y  a l l  w h o  p a s s  b y .  T h i s  
a f f e c t s  v i s i t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s i d e n t s .  W h i l e  l i t t e r  c o n t r o l  i s  
n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r  i n d u s t r y  p e r  s e ,  i t  d o e s  h a v e  
a n  i m p a c t  o n  v i s i t o r s ,  a s  i t  d o e s  a l l  p e o p l e .

L i t t e r  c o n t r o l  h a s  a  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  o n  a  c o m m u n i t y .  V i s i t o r s  
v i e w  a  c l e a n  c o r i m u n i t y  a s  a  n i c e  p l a c e  t o  v i s i t ,  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  
s e e  i t  a s  a  g o o d  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .

F u n d i n g  a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l e v e l  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  l i t t e r  
r e d u c t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  a s  i t  a f f e c t s  a l l  A l a s k a n s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  
w h o  v i s i t  o u r  s t a t e .  T h e  F a i r b a n k s  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  V i s i t o r s  B u r e a u  
s u p p o r t s  f u n d i n g  a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l e v e l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K a r i  M .  K o r n f e i n d  
D i r e c t o r  o f  T o u r i s m

K M K / b a p
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INTRODUCTION

E a r l y  i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  1 9 8 4  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  
A u d i t  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  r e v i e w  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
f o u r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a ­
t i o n ' s  ( D E C )  L i t t e r  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e s o u r c e  R e c o v e r y  
P r o g r a m .  I t s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a p o r t  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  
p o p u l a r  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  i t s  a u t h o r i z i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d .  O n  J u n e  8 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  
L i t t e r  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e s o u r c e  R e c o v e r y  A c t  w a s  r e a u t h o r ­
i z e d  u n t i l  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 7 .

S i n c e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  L i t t e r  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e s o u r c e  
R e c o v e r y  P r o g r a m  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  D E C  h a s  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e d  p r o ­
j e c t s  t o  r e d u c e  l i t t e r  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  r e c y c l i n g  a n d  l a r g e -  
s c a l e  r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  i n  A l a s k a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 8 3  
A l a s k a  l i t t e r  s u r v e y ,  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
y e a r s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  S o m e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  a r e :

°  3 6 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  f r e s h  l i t t e r  g e n e r a t i o n
0 3 5 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  l i t t e r  a c c u m u l a t i o n
0 6 3 . 3 %  d e c r e a s e  o f  h a z a r d o u s  i t e m s  i n  l i t t e r
°  2 0 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  c a r  l i t t e r  b a g  u s e
0 4 0 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  a l u m i n u m  c a n  l i t t e r
°  3 6 . 6 %  d e c r e a s e  i n  l i t t e r  a t  s i t e s  w h e r e

r e c e p t a c l e s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d

L a r g e - s c a l e  r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e c r e a s e s  
c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  l i t t e r ,  a n d  s a v e s  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  e n e r g y .  
T h e  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  s u p p o r t  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  r e s o u r c e  
r e c o v e r y  e n d e a v o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .  W i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t  o f  a  c u l p  ( s h r e d d e r )  m i l l  i n  A n c h o r a g e  ( t o  b e  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  l a t e  1 9 8 5 ) ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  2 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  a  y e a r  
o f  f e r r o u s  m e t a l s  w i l l  b e  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  p o s s i b l y  s o l d  t o  a  
P a c i f i c  R i m  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  t o n n a g e  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  a  s u b ­
s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  p a s t  y e a r s .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  a b o u t  7 %  
o f  o v e r  5 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  p a p e r  s h i p p e d  t o  A l a s k a  p e r  y e a r  i s  
r e c o v e r e d  f o r  r e u s e .  D u e  t o  r e c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  o f  r a t e s  b y  
f r e i g h t  c a r r i e r s ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e c o v e r y  o f  w a s t e  
p a p e r  i s  i n c r e a s i n g .  A s  d e m a n d  f o r  b o t h  e n e r g y  a n d  
r e s o u r c e s  r i s e s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  d e c l i n e ,  s u c h  r e c o v e r y  
b e c o m e s  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t .

T h i s  r e p o r t  d o c u m e n t s  D E C ' S  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  l i t t e r  
r e d u c t i o n ,  l i t t e r  p r e v e n t i o n ,  r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y ,  a n d  
i n c r e a s i n g  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  d u r i n g  F Y  1 9 8 4 .  
I n  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  c h a n g e d  i t s  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  t o  
c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  ' " t a t e ' s  f i s c a l  y e a r .  S o m e  o f  t h e  
f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  m a y  o v e r l a p  w i t h  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  1 9 8 3  
a n n u a l  r e p o r t ,  w h i c h  w a s  b a s e d  o n  a  c a l e n d a r  y e a r .
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LITTER REDUCTION

R e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 8 3  A l a s k a  l i t t e r  s u r v e y  p e r f o r m e d  b y  
t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  A p p l i e d  R e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  l i t t e r  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  p r o ­
g r a m ' s  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  3 6 %  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
r a t e  t h a t  f r e s h  l i t t e r  i s  g e n e r a t e d  ( S y r e k ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  
S i m i l a r  d e c r e a s e s  w e r e  m e a s u r e d  i n  t h e  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  l o n g  
t e r m  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  o f  l i t t e r  b u i l d  u p .  T h e s e  r e s u l t s  s h o w  
a  3 5 %  d e c l i n e  w h e n  c o r r e c t e d  f o r  t r a f f i c  a n d  w e a t h e r  
c o n d i t i o n s .

W h a t  a r e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c r e a s e s  i n  
l i t t e r ?  A l a s k a n s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  b o t h  
p i c k i n g  u p  l i t t e r  a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  ( l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n )  
a n d  e l i m i n a t i n g  a c t s  o f  l i t t e r i n g  ( l i t t e r  p r e v e n t i o n ) .

I n  a n  e x e c u t i v e  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  d e c l a r e d  
M a y  1 9 8 4  a s  L i t t e r  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C l e a n u p  M o n t h .  L e t t e r s  
s e e k i n g  s i m i l a r  l o c a l  d e c l a r a t i o n s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  m a y o r s .  
D E C  s t a f f  s e n t  m a i l o u t s  t o  c i t y  a n d  v i l l a g e  c o u n c i l s ,  
s c h o o l s ,  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  l o c a l  m e d i a  a s k i n g  f o r  
t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  c l e a n u p  e f f o r t s .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  o n c e  a g a i n  g r a t i ­
f y i n g .  A g a i n  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  A l a s k a  s a w  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t y  c l e a n u p s  s t a t e w i d e .  A  c u r r e n t  l i s t  o f  
c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  c l e a n u p s  a p p e a r s  i n  A p p e n d i x  A .  T a b l e  I  
s h o w s  1 9 8 4  c l e a n u p  r e s u l t s .

T a b l e  I  
1 9 8 4  S p r i n g  C l e a n u p s

S o u t h e a s t e r n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  N o r t h e r n
R e g i o n  R e g i o n  R e g i o n  T O T A L

C o m m u n i t i e s  
w i t h  c l e a n u p s

1 8 1 2 6 6 1 2 0 5

P a r t i c i p a n t s 3 , 1 2 4 3 1 , 2 2 3 1 8 , 5 0 5 5 2 , 8 5 2

B a g s  C o l l e c t e d 6 , 7 2 9 1 0 5 , 5 9 0 5 5 , 7 0 0 1 6 8 , 0 1 9

T r u c k l o a d s 3 7 9 1 2 , 4 0 1 n o t
a v a i l a b l e

1 2 , 7 5 3

J u n k  A u t o s 6 3 2 , 1 9 8 3 6 6 2 , 6 2 1
R e m o v e d
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Y o u t h  L i t t e r  P a t r o l s

A s  p a r t  o f  s t a t e w i d e  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  e f f o r t s  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  
s u m m e r  y o u t h  l i t t e r  p a t r o l s  w e r e  f u n d e d  f o r  a  s e c o n d  y e a r  
b y  A l a s k a n s  f o r  L i t t e r  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  ( A L P A R ,  a  
p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s  a n d  i n d u s t r y )  a n d  a  c a s h  
g r a n t  o f  $ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 8 4  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  o n  t h e  p a t r o l s  p i c k e d  u p  l i t t e r  i n  2 6  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

• w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b l e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T a b l e  I I  s h o w s  a  c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 3  
a n d  1 9 8 4 .

T a b l e  I I
I

Y o u t h  L i t t e r  P a t r o l s

1 9 8 3 1 9 8 4

N u m b e r  o f  P a r t i c i p a n t s 1 2 0 2 8 4

N u m b e r  o f  C o m m u n i t i e s 1 1 2 6

N u m b e r  o f  P a t r o l s 2 7 7 1

B a g s  C o l l e c t e d 6 , 5 0 0 D a t a  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e

T o t a l  C o s t $ 8 2 , 0 0 0 $ 1 7 1 , 3 4 8

F a i r b a n k s ,  a  s t a r  i n  t h e  y o u t h  l i t t e r  p r o g r a m ,  h a d  a n  
i m p r e s s i v e  2 0  p a t r o l s  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  u p  f r o m  4 p a t r o l s  i n  1 9 8 3 .  
T h e  p a t r o l s  w o r k e d  f o r  1 3  w e e k s  c l e a n i n g  u p  4 0 0  m i l e s  o f  
r o a d w a y s  a n d  o v e r  3 , 3 0 0  b a g s  o f  l i t t e r .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  
c r e a t e d  2 1  f u l l - t i m e  s e a s o n a l  j o b s  f o r  y o u t h s  1 4 - 1 7  y e a r s  
o l d  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a .  T h e  " b o t t o m  l i n e "  s u m m a r y  o f  
t h e  1 9 8 4  G r e a t e r  F a i r b a n k s  l i t t e r  p a t r o l  e f f o r t  w a s  8 . 3  
b a g s  o f  l i t t e r  a b a t e d  p e r  m i l e  o f  r o a d w a y  c l e a n e d  u p ,  a t  a  
c o s t  o f  $ 1 3 . 9 0  p e r  b a g .

A n c h o r a g e  d o u b l e d  i t s  y o u t h  l i t t e r  p a t r o l s  f r o m  1 0  i n  1 9 8 3  
t o  2 0  i n  1 9 8 4 .  C o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  t w o  p a t r o l s  e a c h  i n  1 9 8 4  
w e r e  H o m e r ,  J u n e a u ,  K e n a i ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  N e n a n a ,  P a l m e r ,  a n d  
V a l d e z .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a d  o n e  y o u t h  l i t t e r  
p a t r o l  e a c h :  B e t h e l ,  D e e r i n g ,  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  D i l l i n g h a m ,
E k w o k ,  K o d i a k ,  K o l i g a n e k ,  S a x m a n ,  S k a g w a y ,  S o l d o t n a ,  
T o g i a k ,  W a s i l l a ,  a n d  W r a n g e l l .
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Alternative Sentencing and Pretrial Diversion Programs

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  P r e t r i a l  D i v e r s i o n  P r o g r a m  m a d e  a n  
o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  i n  1 9 8 4 .  T h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w e r e  w e l l  u o  o v e r  
1 9 8 3  ( S e e  T a b l e  I I I )  .

T a b l e  I I I

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  P r e t r i a l  D i v e r s i o n  P r o g r a m

N u m b e r  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

N u m b e r  o f  h o u r s  

N u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s

1 9 8 3  

5 0  

1 , 6 0 0  

1  -  J u n e a u

1 9 8 4
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2 , 8 0 0

4 -  F a i r b a n k s ,  
J u n e a u * ,  K e n a i  

a n d  S i t k a

* 4 0  a s s i g n e d  t o  A L P A R  p a t r o l s  f o r  7 0 0  h o u r s
1 0 0  a s s i g n e d  t o  D O T / P F  o n  w e e k e n d s  f o r  8 0 0  h o u r s

I n  F Y  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ' s  C o m m u n i t y  W o r k  
S e r v i c e s  P r o g r a m  a s s i g n e d  4 0 0  s e n t e n c e d  m i s d e m e a n a n t s  t o  
8 , 0 0 0  h o u r s  o f  l i t t e r  p i c k u p .  T h e s e  m i s d e m e a n a n t s  w e r e  
r e f e r r e d  b y  t h e  C o u r t  t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  p i c k e d  u p  a  
t o t a l  o f  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  l i t t e r .  T h e  p r o g r a m  n o t  o n l y  
r e d u c e d  l i t t e r  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  b u t  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  a  p o s i t i v e  
i m p a c t  o n  t h e  r e c i d i v i s m  o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r s ,  m o s t  o f  w h o m  
h a d  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  D W I .  O t h e r  o f f e n s e s  i n c l u d e d  
s h o p l i f t i n g , - r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g ,  a n d  l i t t e r i n g .  V i r t u a l l y  
a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o m m e n t e d  t h e y  w o u l d  n e v e r  l i t t e r  
a g a i n ,  a f t e r  s e e i n g  f i r s t h a n d  w h a t  a  p r o b l e m  l i t t e r  i s .

W o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ,  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  
N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h ' s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  
s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  w o r k  r e q u i r e d  o f  l i t t e r  
o f f e n d e r s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  c o m m i t t e d  o t h e r  m i n o r  o f ­
f e n s e s .  T h e  5 3  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m  
p e r f o r m e d  1 , 0 0 1  h o u r s  o f  w o r k ,  f o r  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 8 . 9  
h o u r s  p e r  p e r s o n .  J u v e n i l e s  p e r f o r m e d  4 6 5  h o u r s  o f  w o r k ;  
a d u l t s ,  5 3 6  h o u r s .  T h i r t y - t h r e e  p e r s o n s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  
c o m m u n i t y  w o r k  s e r v i c e  w h o  d i d  n o t  p e r f o r m  t h e  w o r k ,  
t o t a l l i n g  1 3 4 4  h o u r s  o f  w o r k  a s s i g n e d  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  
p e r f o r m e d .



V o l u n t e e r  E f f o r t s

D E C  s p r i n g  c l e a n u p s  m o b i l i z e  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
o f t e n  l e a d  t o  v o l u n t a r y  e f f o r t s  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
c l e a n  y e a r  r o u n d .  O n e  s p i n o f f  o f  t h e  D E C  s p r i n g  c l e a n u p  
i n  1 9 8 4  w a s  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  p l a c e m e n t  o f  l i t t e r  r e c e p t a c l e s  
a n d  a n t i l i t t e r  s i g n s  i n  m o r e  t h a n  a  d o z e n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
P o r t  H e i d e n  w e n t  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  i n s t a l l i n g  a  l a r g e  
c o m m u n i t y  d u m p s t e r  a n d  i n s t i t u t i n g  a  w e e k l y  p i c k u p .  I n  
s o m e  a r e a s ,  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  h a v e  f o r m a l  y o u t h  l i t t e r  p a ­
t r o l s ,  l o c a l  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  v o l u n t a r y  c l e a n u p s .  I n  
T a k o t n a  s u c h  a c t i v i t y  l e d  t o  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  t h r e e  
h o u s e s  a n d  t h e  g r a v e l i n g  o v e r  o f  t h e  r e s u l t i n g - v a c a n t  l o t .

M a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e n t  b e y o n d  p i c k i n g  u p  l i t t e r  a n d  b e a u ­
t i f i e d  a r e a s  w h i c h  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  e y e s o r e s .  T h e y  
d e v e l o p e d  g a r d e n s  a n d  p a r k s ,  p l a n t e d  t r e e s ,  a n d  p l a c e d  
f l o w e r  b o x e s .  I n  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  v o l u n t e e r s  d i d  t h e  
w o r k  o f  c r e a t i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  b e a u t i f i e d  a r e a s .  
J u n e a u  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w h i c h  i n ­
c l u d e d  D E C  l i t t e r  p r o g r a m  s t a f f ,  t o  p l a n ,  c a r r y  o u t ,  a n d  
r e w a r d  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  J u n e a u  t h e  B e a u t i ­
f i c a t i o n  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  M a y o r ' s  H o s p i t a l i t y  C o m m i t t e e  
h o n o r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  
f o r  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f o r t s  t o  b e a u t i f y  J u n e a u .  T h e  
F a i r b a n k s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  B e a u t i f i c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
b e a u t i f i e d  f o r m e r l y  l i t t e r e d  a r e a s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  
p e r c e i v e d  n e e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  e n h a n c e  c i v i c  p r i d e  a n d  
f o s t e r  o n g o i n g  a n t i l i t t e r i n g  b e h a v i o r .



LITTER PREVENTION

R e d u c t i o n  o f  l i t t e r  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  d e s i r ­
a b l e ,  b u t  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  a c t s  o f  l i t t e r i n g  i s  t h e  k e y  t o  
l o n g - t e r m  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  i n  A l a s k a .

L i t t e r  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  p e r s o n a l  h a b i t s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s .  I n  
o r d e r  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  l i t t e r  r a t e  i n  A l a s k a ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  l i t t e r  m u s t  b e  c h a n g e d ,  a n d  e f f o r t s  m a d e  
t o  i n f l u e n c e  p e r s o n a l  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  a c t  o f  l i t t e r i n g .

S e c u r e d  T r u c k l o a d s

T h e  1 9 8 1  l i t t e r  s u r v e y  s h o w e d  t h a t  d e l i b e r a t e  l i t t e r i n g  
c o m e s  f r o m  p e d e s t r i a n s  a g e d  6  t o  2 5  a n d  o c c u p a n t s  o f  m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s  a g e d  1 0  t o  4 5 .  M o s t  a c c i d e n t a l  l i t t e r i n g  i s  f r o m  
u n s e c u r e d  t r u c k l o a d s  a n d  t r a s h  e s c a p i n g  f r o m  t r u c k  b e d s .

S i n c e  1 9 8 1  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
l i t t e r .  D e l i b e r a t e l y  l i t t e r e d  c o n v e n i e n c e  p r o d u c t  p a c k ­
a g i n g  l i t t e r  h a s  d e c r e a s e d  f r o m  5 6 %  o f  a l l  f r e s h  l i t t e r  
i t e m s  i n  1 9 8 1  t o  4 9 %  i n  1 9 8 3 .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a c c i d e n t a l l y  l i t t e r e d  i t e m s  f r o m  t r a s h  c a n  
s p i l l s ,  u n s e c u r e d  l o a d s  a n d  u n c o v e r e d  t r u c k  b e d s  h a s  
i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  3 8 %  t o  4 5 % .

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  d e l i b e r a t e  
l i t t e r i n g  i s  i m p r o v i n g ;  f e w e r  p e o p l e  a r e  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  
t o s s i n g  w r a p p e r s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  T h e  f i g u r e s  s h o w ,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  t h a t  m o r e  w o r k  n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  m o t i v a t e  t r u c k  
o w n e r s  t o  c o v e r  t h e i r  l o a d s .

I n  1 9 8 4  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  p a s s e d  a n  o r d i n a n c e  
r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t r u c k s  b r i n g i n g  l o a d s  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  
l a n d f i l l  b e  c o v e r e d  o r  p a y  a n  " u n c o v e r e d  l o a d "  f e e  o f  
$ 1 0 . 0 0  f o r  s m a l l  t r u c k s  a n d  $ 1 0 . 0 0  a  t o n  p l u s  a  $ 3 0 . 0 0  f e e  
f o r  l a r g e  t r u c k s .  B y  J u l y  1 9 8 4 ,  9 8 . 8 %  o f  t h e  t r u c k s
c o m i n g  t o  t h e  l a n d f i l l  w e r e  c o v e r e d .

D E C  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  l e a d  
o f  t h i s  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r a m  a n d  c o n d u c t  t h e i r  o w n  
c o v e r e d  l o a d  c a m p a i g n s  i n  F Y  8 5 .

C o m m u n i t y  O u t r e a c h

U s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  l i t t e r  s u r v e y s ,  D E C  g e a r s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  t h o s e  g r o u p s  p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  l i t t e r  i n  A l a s k a .  A t t i t u d e s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  s u b ­
s t a n t i a l l y  s h a p e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  m a s s  m e d i a  a n d  p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t .
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1 9 8 4  D E C  m e d i a  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e d  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n n o u n c e m e n t s ,  a n d  
a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e  o f  l o c a l  c l e a n u p  a n d  r e ­
c y c l i n g  e f f o r t s .  L i t t e r  c a u s e d  b y  t r a v e l e r s  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  
b y  a  f u l l  p a g e  a d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4  M i l e p o s t .  A  f u l l  p a g e  " a d "  
o n  u n c o v e r e d  l o a d s  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  m  t h e  A p r i l  1 9 8 4  e d i t i o n  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  D r i v e r 1 s  M a n u a l .

P u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  m e a n s  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  
r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .  T a b l e  I V  
s h o w s  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  l i t t e r  p r o g r a m  
s t a f f  i n  F Y  1 9 8 4 .

T a b l e  I V  

C o m m u n i t y  O u t r e a c h  S e r v i c e s

S c h o o l  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  1 2
C o m m u n i t y  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  4 4
H o t l i n e  C a l l s  1 5 9 1
N e w s p a p e r  I n t e r v i e w s  1 6 1
T V  I n t e r v i e w s  1 8
R a d i o  I n t e r v i e w s  3
O t h e r  1 2

C o m m o d i t i e s  D i s t r i b u t e d

A n o t h e r  w a y  D E C  e n c o u r a g e s  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  t o  
b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  l i t t e r  c o n t r o l  i s  b y  d i s t r i b u t i n g  f r e e  
c o m m o d i t i e s .  T h e s e  r a n g e  f r o m  c a r  l i t t e r  b a g s  t o  c l e a n u p  
i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a t c h e s  a n d  " s o r t - n -  
s a v e "  m a g n e t s .  T a b l e  V  s h o w s  t h e  i t e m s  d i s t r i b u t e d  d u r i n g  
F Y  1 9 8 4 .

T a b l e  V

C o m m o d i t i e s  D i s t r i b u t e d

D E C  c a r  l i t t e r  b a g s 2 7 , 5 5 0
S O H I O  c a r  l i t t e r  b a g s 9 0 , 8 0 0
C l e a n u p  b a g s 1 6 6 , 1 0 0
M i l e p o s t  p o s t e r s 1 2 3
F i s h  & G a m e  p o s t e r s 3 0
P i n s 1 2 , 9 9 5
P a t c h e s 8 , 9 8 1
R e c e p t a c l e  d e c a l s 6 , 6 6 8
" A l u m i n u m  o n l y "  d e c a l s 9 2 8
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  b r o c h u r e s 4 , 0 0 2



o f  t h e  1 9 8 4  t o u r i s t  s e a s o n ,  D E C  s e n t  
,  u u u  d o t / p f  c a r  l i t t e r  b a g s  t o  U . S .  b o r d e r  s t a t i o n s  a t  

A L C A N / T O K  a n d  S k a g w a y .

E d u c a t i o n

S i n c e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c o m p r i s e  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  t h o s e  g r o u p s  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  d e l i b e r a t e  l i t t e r e r s ,  D E C  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  
r e a c h  t h e m  t h r o u g h  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m .

T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  l i t t e r  r e d u c t i o n  
p r o g r a m s  i n  s c h o o l s .  W i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  L i t t e r  
R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e s o u r c e  R e c o v e r y  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ,  D E C  
c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  p r o d u c e  a  
s e r i e s  o f  t h r e e  1 5 - m i n u t e  l e s s o n s  o n  v i d e o t a p e  f o r  t h e  
L e a r n / A l a s k a  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  n e t w o r k .  T h e  s e r i e s  
w i l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  g r a d e s  4 - 6  a n d  a i r e d  o n  L e a r n / A l a s k a .  
P r i n t e d  t e a c h e r ' s  g u i d e s  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  u s e d  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v i d e o  p r o g r a m .

T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  v i d e o  l e s s o n s  
a r e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s t u d e n t s 1 k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e i r  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t ,  a f f e c t  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
a n t i l i t t e r ,  a n t i w a s t e  b e h a v i o r .  B y  a i r i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m  o n  
t h e  L e a r n / A l a s k a  n e t w o r k ,  w e  e x p e c t  t o  r e a c h  t h e  l a r g e s t  
p o s s i b l e  t a r g e t  a u d i e n c e  i n  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  w a y .  T h e  
v i d e o  s e r i e s  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a i r e d  o n  t h e  L e a r n / A l a s k a  
n e t w o r k  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l  s e m e s t e r  1 9 8 5 .

A n  i m p o r t a n t  m e a n s  o f  p r e v e n t i n g  l i t t e r  i s  t o  m a k e  
r e c e p t a c l e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  h i g h  u s e  a r e a s .  L i t t e r  
r e c e p t a c l e  r e g u l a t i o n s  b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 8 3 .  
T h o s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  r e c e p t a c l e s  m a r k e d  w i t h  t h e  
S t a t e ' s  a n t i - l i t t e r  l o g o  t o  b e  i n s t a l l e d ,  r o u t i n e l y  
s e r v i c e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  c o m m e r c i a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
c i v i c  a r e a s .  T h e  1 9 8 3  l i t t e r  s u r v e y  s h o w e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  r e c e p t a c l e s  a t  1 0  c o m m e r c i a l  s a m p l i n g  s i t e s  
( S y r e k ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  T a b l e  V I  s h o w s  t h e  a d d i t i o n s  b y  s i t e .
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Litter,
With energy and enthusiasm characteristic of Alask­

ans, a unique mix of private and public efforts sent that 
message ringing throughout the Tanana Valley in 1984.
The result: the cleanest roads, highways and streets in 
recent memory.

Keeping a town clean is not an easy task, and the 
Beautification and Litter Control Committee of the 
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce recognizes 
that its work is just beginning. But the seeds of success 
that were planted in 1984 have begun to sprout. With 
your help, future rewards will be easier and easier to 
harvest.

Following is a'synopsis of the committee's major activities in 1984:

LITTER PATROL
Using a $50,000 grant from ALPAR (Alaskans for Litter 

Prevention and Recycling) and local contributions, a litter 
patrol composed primarily of youth age 14-17 combed 
area highways for 10 weeks, and worked on a reduced 
scale for three additional weeks to close the season on 
August 31. Approximately 400 miles of road were covered 
this summer. Patrollers collected 3,300 bags of litter, 
which amounted to 8.3 bags of litter per mile.

This program received an award as the outstanding 
youth litter control program in Alaska.
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Beautification and L'tte: Centro! Committee 
GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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BEAUTIFICATION
The Beautification Subcommittee recruited volunteers 

and utilized court referrals to landscape, plant and maintain 
Golden Heart Park, Park Plaza and numerous downtown 
flower and tree boxes. Special attention was paid to the 
banks of the Chena River in the downtown area.

School children and several businesses cooperated in 
creating, hanging and maintaining 60 banners that were 
hung at the airport, along Airport Road and the Richardson 
Highway. The banners carried a warm greeting to all who 
visited our city.
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; ENFORCEMENT
Working closely with the District Court, the Fairbanks 

North Star Borough's Environmental Services Division 
supervised the community service work required of litter 
offenders and those who had committed other minor 
offenses. The 53 individuals assigned to this program 
performed 1,001 hours of work, which consisted of litter 
pickup and beautification. Enforcement efforts will be 
expanded next year to solicit the cooperation of con­
struction companies, garbage haulers and major busi­
nesses in keeping litter off the streets and highways.

EDUCATION
Working primarily through the schools, this sub­

committee stressed good citizenship and personal re­
sponsibility when using the outdoors. Children were en­
couraged to participate in the beautification of their school 
grounds through litter pickup, planting and respect for 
property.

¥ r if 4
u

y
SPRING CLEANUP

Our most visible effort, this subcommittee really earned 
its stripes in 1984. Faced with the visit of the Pope and the 
President just 10 days before the traditional spring clean­
up, the committee recruited volunteers who made Airport 
Road, Chena Pump Road, University Avenue, Geist Road 
and College Road spotless. Reporters from around the 
world commented on how clean Fairbanks was.

The traditional Clean Up Day drew 11,000 participants 
and produced 30,000 bags of rubbish, the largest one-day 
effort in the history of Alaska. This program received an 
award from the state as the top volunteer clean up effort in 
Alaska in 1984.

r
GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE



Clean & Green in '85 Project 
%  Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 74446 
Fairbanks. AK 99707

H O W  CAN YOU HELP?
A community-based litter control 
and beautification program must 
have broad support. Your as­
sistance is urgently needed in the 
following areas:

Take pride

in your own home and business. 
Keep your sidewalk and store­
front neat and clean. Add 
flowers. Call us for ideas.

Bend over.

If you see some litter or trash, 
stop to pick it up. If everyone did 
this, we wouldn't need a com­
mittee like ours.

Financial support.

Private sector donations rep­
resent a large part of the budget 
required to successfully operate 
this program. If you can, please 
give generously. Major con­
tributors will be recognized by 
having their names di: played on 
safety bibs worn by litter patrol 
members.

Sweat equity.

Lend a hand on some sunny 
afternoon. Join the committee. 
Donate your time. Get involved!

Report offenders.

If you see someone toss litter out 
of their car or truck, or if garbage 
blows off a truck enroute to the 
landfill, call the Troopers or the 
city police.

For further information, call 452-1105.

GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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J Yes! I want to help keep Fairbanks clean and beautiful.

J ------ I will sponsor a litter patrol member for:

 1 day ( $ 50 )   1 week ($250)  1 month (SI , 000)*
  I like the work you are doing. Here is my donation of_________________________

------ I cannot give money, but will volunteer my time.

Please call me at_________________ (day phone).

------You can count on me. I pledge to keep my home and/or business clean and beautiful in 1985.

  I have tools equipment a vehicle that I will loan to the committee to
help it achieve its goals.

N A M E __________________________________________________________ _________

ADDRESS

Make checks payable to: Clean & Green in '85 Project ’ Donors may have tneir names printed
c/c Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce on the hiqhway safety D bs worn cv uttero n  D o v  7.1A4R AIT 00707




