


STEVE COWPER, G O V E R N O R

DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R
P.O. B O X  0, J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1 - 1 8 0 0  (907) 4 6 5 - 2 6 0 0

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  H B  548

T i t l e

A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  to  O i l  D i s c h a r g e  C o n t i n g e n c y  P l a n s  

E f f e c t  of  t h e  Bill

T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  h o l d e r s  of o i l  d i s c h a r g e  c o n t in g e n c y  
p l a n s  m a i n t a i n  the. c a p a b i l i t y  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  a p p r o v e d  plans. 
T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  f a i l u r e  to  m a i n t a i n  
t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y .

D e p a r t m e n t  P o s i t i o n

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  bill.

F i s c a l  E f f e c t

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a zero f i s c a l  n o t e  o n  t h e  bill.

D a t e
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l lUNITED COOK INLET DRIFT ASSOCIATION
B O X  4649-KEN At, ALASKA 99611

March 15, 1988

Alex Shadura 
505 N. Franklin St.
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Alex:

Thank you for your continued e f f o r t s  on behalf  of Alaskan fishermen. We
apprecia te  the work you have done fo r  our organization in th e  past and look
forward to your a s s i s t a n c e  in the fu tu re .

Recently, I  mentioned two pieces of l e g i s l a t i o n  that we are very concerned 
about,  S.B. 327 "O i l  Discharge L ia b i l i t y "  and H.B. 459 "Hazardous Waste 
Disposal ."  —Fn=vxew“’b*f our f i sh ing  opera t ions  in Coolc I n l e t , these b i l l s  
are c r i t i c a l  to our f u tu r e .  Hopefully, you w i l l  keep us appra ised  of the 
progress of th is  l e g i s l a t i o n  and continue to in s i s t  t h a t  there  i s  
s u f f i c i e n t  language inc luded  to p ro te c t  us from a similar s i t u a t i o n  as the
"Glacier  Bay" s p i l l  t h a t  occurred in  Ju ly ,  1987.

The proposed o i l  l e a s e  sa le  planned fo r  B r i s to l  Bay c e r t a i n ly  adds to the 
urgency that  environmental p ro tec t io n  and financial r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  be 
es tab l ished  during t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  sess ion .  Hopefully, the Sta te  of 
Alaska w i l l  be su c cess fu l  in  t h e i r  a t tempt to have this  a rea  withdrawn from 
the March 1988 lease s a l e .

Sincerely ,

Forres t  Tressler 
President U.C.I.D.A.



Introduced: 3/23/88
Referred: Resources

5-2048A

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  BY THE R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  i'ILL NO . 5 4 8

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF AL A S K . .

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N
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6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to o i l  d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n s . "

7 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

8 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 6 . 0 4 . 0 3 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 (e) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  a t t a c h  r e a s o n a b l e  ter ms a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  to

10 i t s  appro v a l  o f  a n  o i l  d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  w h i c h  i t  d e t e r m i n e s

11 a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  for an o i l  d i s c h a r g e  ecu

12 t i n g e n c y  p l a n  h a s  a c c e s s  to s u f f i c i e n t  r e s o u r c e s  to p r o t e c t  e n v i r o n -

13 m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  a n d  to c o n t a i n ,  c l e a n  up, a n d  m i t i g a t e  p o t e n -

14 t i a l  oil d i s c h a r g e s  f r o m  t h e  f a c i l i t y  o r  v e s s e l  w i t h i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t

15 f e a s i b l e  time. T h e  o i l  d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  m u s t  p r o v i d e  f o r

16 t h e  use of the b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  t e c h n o l o g y  b y  the a p p l i c a n t .  T h e  de-

17 p a r t m e n t m a y  r e q u i r e  a n  a p p l i c a n t  o r  h o l d e r  of an a p p r o v e d  c o n t i n g e n c y

18 p l a n  to d e m o n s t r a t e  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  c a r r  out the c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n

19 t h r o u g h

20 (1) p e r i o d i c  t r a i n i n g ;

21 (2) d i s c h a r g e  e x e r c i s e s :

22 (3) i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  e q u i p m e n t ,  s u p p l i e s ,  a n d

23 p e r s o n n e l ;  a n d

24 (4) o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  T T O  U N D E R T A K E  D I S C H A R G E  E X E R C I S E S ) .

25 *  Sec. 2. AS 46 . 0 4 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a new s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

26 (g) F a i l u r e  o f  a  h o l d e r  o f  a n  a p p r o v e d  oil d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y

27 p l a n  to have a c c e s s  to t h e  q u a l i t y  o r  q u a n t i t y  of r e s o u r c e s  i d e n t i f i e d

28  i n  the plan, a n d  t o  r e s p o n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  tho se r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e

2 9  e v e n t  of a s p i l l ,  i s  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

1! IN THE H O U S E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

21 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 548 (Resources)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

■* F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5!| A  B I L L

5 For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to oil d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n s . "

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SKA:

•3 * S e c t i o n  1. AS  4 6 . 0 4 . 0 3 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 (e) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  ma}' a t t a c h  r e a s o n a b l e  terms and c o n d i t i o n s  to

•0 its a p p r o v a l  of  a n  oil d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  w h i c h  it d e t e r m i n e s

are n e c e s s a r y  to i n s u r e  that the a p p l i c a n t  for an  oil d i s c h a r g e  c o n­

ti n g e n c y  p l a n  h a s  a c c e s s  to s u f f i c i e n t  r e s o u r c e s  to p r o t e c t  e n v i r o n­

m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  a n d  to c o ntain, c l e a n  up, a n d  m i t i g a t e  p o t e n­

tial oil d i s c h a r g e s  f r o m  the f a c i l i t y  or v e s s e l  w i t h i n  the s h o r t e s t  

f e a s i b l e  time. T h e  oil d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  m u s t  p r o v i d e  for 

the u s e  o f  the b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  t e c h n o l o g y  b y  the a p p l i c a n t .  T h e  ae-

17 p a r t m e n t  m a y  r e q u i r e  an a p p l i c a n t  or h o l d e r  o f  an a p p r o v e d  c o n t i n g e n c y

p l a n  to d e m o n s t r a t e  its a b i l i t y  to c a r r y  out the c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n

13 t h r o u g h

::o (1) p e r i o d i c  t r a i n i n g ;

(2) r e s p o n s e  t e a m  e x e r c i s e s ;

(3) v e r i f y i n g  a c c e s s  to i n v e n t o r i e s  of a v a i l a b l e  e q u i p m e n t ,  

supplies, a n d  p e r s o n n e l ;  a n d

(4) o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  [TO U N D E R T A K E  D I S C H A R G E  E X E R C I S E S ] .

* Sec. 2. A S  4 6 . 0 4 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(g) F a i l u r e  of  a h o l d e r  o f  an a p p r o v e d  oil d i s c h a r g e  c o n t i n g e n c y  

pl a n  to h a v e  a c c e s s  to the q u a l i t y  or  q u a n t i t y  of r e s o u r c e s  i d e n t i f i e d  

in the plan, and to r e s p o n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s  in the 

e v e n t  of a spill, is a v i o l a t i o n  o f  this c h a p t e r  for p u r p o s e s  of

-1- C S H B  5 4 8 ( R e s )
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Original sponsor: Resources Committee

1. IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 5^8 (Resources)

3' IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4;: FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

51| A BILL
n

6

10

11

12

13

14

For an Act e'titled: "An Act relating to oil discharge contingency plans."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. AS 46.04.030(e) is amended to read:

3 (e) The department may attach reasonable terms and conditions to

its approval of an oil discharge contingency plan which it determines 

are necessary to insure that the applicant for an oil discharge con­

tingency plan has access to sufficient resources to protect environ­

mentally sensitive areas and to contain, clean up, and mitigate poten­

tial oil discharges from the facility or vessel within the shortest

:5 feasible time. The oil discharge contingency plan must provide for

16

IS

the use of the best available technology by the applicant. The de-

17 partment may require an applicant or holder of an approved contingency

pl.an to demonstrate its ability to carry out the contingency plan

through

20 (1) periodic training;

-1 (2) response team exercises;

-- (3) verifying access to inventories of available equipment,

supplies, and personnel; and

(4) other measures [TO UNDERTAKE DISCHARGE EXERCISES].

* Sec. 2. AS 46.04.030 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(g) Failure of a holder of an approved oil discharge contingency

plan to have access to the quality or quantity of resources identified 

’Ci in the plan, and to respond immediately with those resources in the

* event of a spill, is a violation of this chapter for purposes of

-1- CSHB 5 4 8 (Res)



1 AS 46.03.760(a), 46.03.765, 46.03.790, and any other applicable law.
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