


STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAE RE RCE 400 WILLOUGHBY AVE.
° V SOURCES JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER PHONE: (307) 465-2400

-May-8, 1988

The Honorable Sam Cotten

The Honorable Adelheid Herrmann
Co-Chairs, House Resources Committee
P.0. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representatives Cotten and Herrmann:

Subject: HB 466, An Act establishing the Caribou Creek Recreational
Mining area.

Background: A recreational mining area will provide a location for
recreational gold panners and suction dredges to mine as a recreation
activity rather than as a commercial operation. Such a location
should be free of mining claims and be managed with standard
stipulations and "over the counter" permits. Each summer, the
Mining Information Offices receive numerous inquiries about
locations for such activities. Creation of this type of area would meet
a real public need.

Position:  The Department supports the idea of a recreational mining
area. However, the Department of Fish and Game has identified this
portion of Caribou Creek as anadromous. T1= hill contemplates a
relatively small area for designation and th Department is confident
that, should there be any problem with this  rticular site, that an
equally or more suitable site is available ant.  shes to work with
the sponsor, committee staff and other agencies to identify such a
site.
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We look foreword to working with the sponsor and committee staff
as this bill progresses through the legislative process.

Sincerely,

/ Judith M. BTady
Commissioner

cc. Members, House Resources Committee
Bill Sponsors
Rod Swope
Bob Evans
Commissioner Collinsworth
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OPERATING FY 89

PERSONAL SERVICES
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LAND & STRUCTURES
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Ecpresicntati‘hc ftonalti ni. llarSon
District 1623

To: House Resources Committee

From: Representative Ronald Larson

Re: HB 466; Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area
Date: March 7, 1983

The Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area 1is proposed to
establish a designated recreational gold-panning location in
the Mat-Su Valley. Such a tourist destination will permit a
popular, historical activity to occur on state land.

The proposed legislation sets forth the primary purpose of
recreational gold mining, yet maintains other compatible
multiple-use activities within the area.
The Departments of Natural Resources and Fish and Game are
instructed to manage the land, fish and wildlife resources
within the designated area.
The following amendment is requested:

Pg. 2, line 16:

Section 29: NE 1/4, SE 1/4 [SW 1/4]

I encourage your suggestions and support of HB 466.



Stream:

Location:

Access Point:

Discussion:

Land Status:

Caribou Creek, South Fork Matanuska Biver.

Eastern portion of the Matanuska Susitna Borough, Township 20N,
Range 13E, Seward Heridian, Sec. 28, 32, 33.

GLenn Highway, south side near Caribou Creek bridge.

Caribou Creek flows southerly from the Talkeetna Mountains to
its confluence with the South Fork of the Matanuska River on
the pough side of the Glenn Highway. Caribou Creek is one of
several streams draining the weptem portion of the Nelchina
Mining district. Caribou Creek from the Glenn Highway bridge
northward into the Talkeetna Mountains is heavily staked with
mining claims.

The section of stream proposed here lies south of the Clenn
Highway bridge and is approximately a mile in length to its
confluence with the South Fork of the Matanuska River. South
of the confluence, approximately a mile and one-half of stream
on the south Fork is also proposed.

Below the highway bridge, Caribou Creek forms a broad flood
plain with numerous gravel bars. Large amounts of sediment is
fushed through the canyon above the bridge during spring
i-unoff replenishing the gravel bar each year. Gold is present
in this drainage, although probably not in commercial

qualtity. Access would be off the south side of the Glenn
Highway down a one lane gravel road along the east bank of
Caribou Creek.

This township is presently state selected.
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