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April 21, 1937

Representative Sam Cotten

&
Representative Adel heid Herrmann
Cochai rmen _

House Resources Committee

Representatives Cotten and Herrmann: o

| will be unable to attend the hearlngs -for which HB 34 and HB 32

are scheduled. On behalf of the Alaska Outdoor Council, we would

like to go on record as supporting both pieces of legislation. We

supPorte the same legislation previously only to have them vetoed

b¥ he previous Governor. | would also ‘like ‘to add that both pieces

?h I?glslatlon received considerable bipartisan support from within
e

egislature.

First, | would like to comment that both bills are directed at
rotectln% those who are lawfully hunting, fishing and trapping.
hroughout the country there has been an escalation of efforts to

ban of severly restrict these activities frequently through

harassment tactics employed by the "ANTI" environmental groups. |

Although we have not experienced much of this type of harassment in

Alaska, we have all the ingredients to create severe confrontations

between pﬁrtlcularlﬁ the anti-hunting and anti-trapping

organizations and the many Alaskans who depend on these resources.

We have seen brief fringe activities of the anti-use ?roups such as
with the fur seal harvest and wolf hunting. Unless Alaska sends a
clear message to these organizations that we will not tolerate
infringements on our citizens rights to lawfully participate in
these "and other harvesting practices, then we can expect, like other
states, we will be targeted for specific harassment campaigns.

Both HB 34 and HB 82 provide some level of protection to Alaskans
who are legitimately and legally participating in harvesting
activities. HB 32 would protect the individual from persona
harassment Dby keeping harvest records confidential to the extent
that they identify specific individuals. This is not in any way
intended” to reduce the effectiveness of the Deﬁartment of Fish and
Game in collecting or compiling harvest data which is crucial to the

Affaliatsd with National Rifle Association



HB 34 is strictly designed to discourage organized harassment of

Alaskans who are engaged in legitimate huntlnP, fishing and trapping
activities. This Ieglslatlon gives some legal recourse to
individuals who are Deing harassed.

| would like to note that the only organizations who opposed both of
these blllslprevmuslﬁ were segments of the environmental
lobby—particularly those who have strong anti-hunting and
anti-trapping records.

The Alaska Outdoor Council strongly supports these pieces of
Ie(}jlslatlon and we hope that you will see fit to again place it
before the Governor for his consideration.

|f there are any additional questions, we will be happy to respond.

Executive Director



Representative Dick Shultz

Alaska State House of Rgoresantatives
RO. BoxV = Jueau, Alaska93811 = (907) 4654940
Home: RO. Box487 < Tk, Alaska 99780 Member
House Resources Comirtitee
MEMORANDUM APRIL 23, 1987

TO:  ALL LEGISLATORS
FROM: DICK SHULTZ
RE: HB 34

FAFAIIAAIAFIAAAK FAAIIIAAIAA FhFFIAIAIAAAAh FhFxIxhrrrhrh FrAIAAAAAA A FrFdFAIiiik

The House and Senate have passed this legislation through their
respective bodies on two occasions in previous years.

The bill is desi?_ned to prevent the harassment of persons lawfully
engaged in hunfing, trapping, and fishing activities.

The basis for the Ie?isla_tio_n is to avoid the type of harassment
organized animal protectionist groups have carried out throughout many
parts of the United States and™ Cananda.

The bill is patterned after legislation passed in other states with
similar penalty provisions. In addition, HB 34 has a liberal defense
clause to protect those who mistakenly believed that disturbing hunting,
fishing, or trapping activities was legal.

We have a responsibility to Rrotect our citizens in their outdoor
activities as well as those wno plan the once in a life time trip to
Alaska to enjoy our fish and game resources.

This legislation will serve not only to protect legal outdoor actjvities,
but will" also reduce the threat of violence in the field by ﬁrowdlng
judicial relief for those damaged as a result of intentional nharassment.

| urge you to support this legislation.



Excerptsfrom an article by Bil Gilbert

Stories about hunters shooting cows, goats, poodles,
Volkswagens and people are part of the folklore, but un-
fortunately they are frequently true. One fall I foolishly
ventured out with three small children into our overgrown
pasture. Suddenly there was the report of a gun, the zing-
zing of slugs passing through the underbrush a foot or so
over our heads. One satisfaction of the whole scary incident
was proving that at least a bird watcher was hardy enough
to run down a 17-year old hunter. | took the gun away
from the boy and took him to his father, who was ‘sport-
ing’ nearby. The old man mildly admonished the boy and
lectured me sternly about letting “unmarked” children
wander about our own posted field. L
f Beyond the fact that sports hunters are, as a rule,
Idisreputable, the most obvious complaint against them is
that they are destructive of wildlife.)Several species —die
passenger pigeon, heath hen, Eskimo curlew — were simply
hunted into extinction. Many more — buffalo, antelope,
grizzly bear, wolf, mountain lion, eagle, certain waterfowl
— now barely survive. )

Wildirfe offsaals usLally adnit that wirthout wardens,
the goort guers woulld praoeblly come close towiping /
aut dll game and a variety of other gCies. /

The most irksome aspect of all this is that, unlike bridge
players, Boy Scouts, pool hustlers or any other sporting
group, hunters are more or less public wards. I, you, we
are required to subsidize hunters with our taxes and set
aside large chunks of our increasingly scarce wild lands and
wildlife for their use. Somewhere in the neighborhood of
25,000 public wildlife “conservation” workers, state and
federal, consume upwards of a half-billion dollars a year
mostly to make it easier and quicker for gunners to kill
animals. No other sports comes anywhere dose to being so
pampered and coddled.

Take, for example, the National Wildlife Refuge system
operated by the Department of the Interior. Some 29
million acres of public land (2 million more than are in the
National Park system) are set aside for wildlife refuges.
Much of this land is managed and maintained for the
primary benefit of waterfowl gunners. Hunters point out
that they buy duck stamps and assert that this money pays
for the refuge system. The truth is that in 1976 the annual
refuge budget was about S30 million, and the annual in-
come from duck stamps was S5 million. In other words,
about 85 percent of the refuge money comes from general
tax revenues. Today the situation is even worse. So far
as | know, there are no state game agencies that do not
need appropriations which issue from people who do
not hunt at all.

4

Hunters attempt to justify this obvious inequity by ex-
plaining that the work of state'and federal wildlife agencies
benefits all wildlife. It is claimed that state and federal
hunting lands also serve as a sanctuary for many nongame
birds and mammals. They do sometimes, but it is largely
accidental. For example, Michigan is contemplating
creating about a half-million acres of new deer habitat.

This will involve bulldozing the land, turning it into deer-
browse scrub. Some other species will find the scrub
hospitable, but the variety of wildlife that can use the land
will decline. From the standpoint of the nature watcher,
these acres will be about as attractive as a housing develop-
ment in preconstruction stages.

An obvious solution to many of these inconsistencies and
inequities is to remove the financial — and thus political-
stranglehold that hunters and many public wildlife men
believe they have on wildlife agencies. [The crucial need is )
for all the operating fundTfor wildlife agencies to be ap- \
propriated from general revenues. Freed from the bondage
of hunters’ money, state and federal wildlife agencies
should be required to initiate research programs which
would benefit all fauna, not just those creatures that
hunters shoot. There is no reason why some public refuges
could not be left for the pleasure of photographers and
those who simply enjoy seeing and contemplating the ways

uofspecies not classified-as.tmrmrii

Hunters are so firmly entrenched in our wildlife
bureaucracy that only a concerted, aggressive campaign will
flush them. A philosophical basis for this campaign might
be the realization that despite a lot of pious, self-
congratulatory propaganda, hunters are generally a destruc-

tive, dangerous lot, who have made a mess of our wildlife m _

\
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HUNTING SEASON

Get Out Your Hip Boots and
Make Life Difficult For the
Weekend Woodsman

American hunters will be shouldering their rifles and
shotguns within the next few months, marching off to their
annual offensive against wildlife. This legion, which is
generally better equipped than the entire German armies of
the Second World War, will take a bloody toll before the
season ends. They will kill deer and rabbits, ducks, dogs,
cats, a few children, and even a few of themselves. How
about calling a meeting of a few friends to plan for this
hunting season? Here are a few ways you can strike out
against the hunt:

1. Encourage neighbors with acreage to post their land.
Let them know that hunters cause more damage than
wild animals.

2. Many areas have hunting restricted to a specified
number of hunters with permits. The permits are
usually awarded by a simple lottery selection. Apply
for these permits yourself; you may win one and deny
a hunter his kill.

3. Get into the woods the day before hunting season. Try
to drive wildlife away. Stroll about with a loud radio
oradog on a leash to make wildlife wary of humans.

4. Rotten eggs or cow dung can be rubbed into the floor
and walls of hunting blinds to make hunters uncom-
fortable. Uncomfortable hunters are irritable, and are
more likely to miss.

5. Placing deer repellent (available at many feed and
hardware stores) along deer routes will encourage the
deer to move away and leave the hunter with a route
devoid of the species. Scoop up a bag of human hair
from a local barber shop and put handfuls of it in lit-
tle bags about 2 or 3 feet from the ground, along the
deer track. The deer will soon get the message that
there are humans in the area and will drift away.

6. If hunters use dogs in your area, try to get hold of a
female dog in heat and lead her, on a leash, through

IS HE XE

"Okayl Now don't move. Andyl Here comes Moml"

an area that is heavily hunted. Male dogs in the
hunter’s pack will “get wind” of the female and lose
their enthusiasm for chasing rabbits or other hunted
animals.

. If you have a portable tape recorder, buy a cassette

recording of wolf howls. Play this in the woods a few
times in the days before hunting season.

. Buy large, old stuffed animal toys at a local thrift

shop or make your own. Set these around commonly
hunted areas. Hunters often don’t take the time to
check if an animal is real! Better to have a hole in a
cotton rabbit than a real one—and the noise of the
gun going off may scare away other wildlife. m

Excerpted from Friends of Animals "Tips for Hunt Saboteurs”

COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH SPORT HUNTING
alled “ One of the Most Dangerous and Aggressive Organizations in the U.S.” by the National Rifle

ssociation

C.A.S.H. has

¥ nane| tle ke hun I
PR

va 1

eer 8 canamrﬂans te Park in New York
s b ant |hun ting demonstrations at Great Swamp Refuge, New

Bpemallzmg oPIy in the |%ht against “sport” hunting, C.A.S.H. can continue working for wildlife only

ecause people’like you Care.

put to use. Write" us;

S20 Prowdes a.1-year membership. Contributions of any size are gratefully accepted and immediately
The Corn nittee to Abolish Sport Huntlng

Box 43, White Plains, New York 10605
or call: 212/428-7523
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friends ofanimals, Inc. u westsothstrest, nc« Yark, na

TIPS FOR HUNT SABOTEURS
?

Fourteen million Americans will be shouldering their rifles and shotguns within
the next few months, marching off to their annual offensive against our wildlife,
Thepe legions, which are more numerous, and generally better equipped than the entire
Nazi armies of the Second World War, will take a bloody toll before the season ends.
They will kill deer and rabbits, ducks, dogs, cats, a few children, and even a few
hunters.

It is time for friends of animals to start organizing a defense that will serve
to at least temper the wanton destruction. There are many ways that a friend of
animals can become a forest partisan on behalf of our wildlife~and we offer here a
few suggestions that range in effort, depending upon a person®s abilities and
commitment!

1. Deny the hunter the land to hunt on. Much hunting is done on private lands.
To protect these animals, encourage your neighbors, especially those who own large
tracts such as farms and ranches, to post their land and forbid hunting. Try to
convince them that hunters invariably cause more damage to agriculture than the wild
animals do.

2. Many areas have hunting restricted to a specified number of hunters who
have special permits. Commonly, these permits allow the hunter to use a particular
blind or hunt less common species, such as bear. Apply for these permits vourself.
The permits are usually awarded by a simple lottery selection. If you®"re lucky,
you"ll win a permit and deny a hunter his Kill.

3. Get into the woods vourself the-dav before the hunting season. |If you“re
familiar with the most commonly hunted areas/try to drive wildlife away. A stroll
through the forest with a nice loud radio and a dog on a leash, will serve to make
wildlife more wary of humans. This is particularly important for younger animals
that have not yet had the traumatizing experience of being hunted.

4. Certain substances, such as rotten eggs, when rubbed into hunting blinds,
make these enclosures even more uncomfortable for the hunters. Uncomfortable hunters
are irritable, and are also poorer shots. Plastering the floor of a hunting blind
with cow dung is another good idea.

5. Ifyou re familiar with wildlife habits in your neighborhood, try to encourage
them to break these habits shortly before hunting season. For instance, many hunters
like to stalk along deer tracks which are pretty well defined to a good woodsman.
Placing deer repellent (@vailable at many feed and hardware stores) along these
*tracHTs will encourage the deer to move away and leave the hunter with a route devoid
of the species. If you want to cave money, just scoop up a bag of human hair from a
local barber shop and hang handfuls of it in little bags about two or three feet from
the ground, along the dear track. The deer will soon get the message that there are
humans in the area and will drift away.

6. Ifthere is muchhunting with dogs in your area, try to get hold of a female
dog in heat and lead her, on d leash, through an area that is heavily hunted. Male
dogB in the hunter®s pack will "get wind" of the female and lose their enthusiasm for

chasing rabbits or deer.



9.

7. Hunters frequently like to ambush their prey by setting out food and then
hiding in blinds. Commonly, bushels of apples are set out d few days before punting
season to encourage deer to browse in this area. When hunting season cc*nes, the hunter
merely comes to the site, climbs into a blind, and waits for the deer to come to him.
To disrupt this, there are two alternatives. First, remove all apple piles immediately
on finding them during the days preceding hunting season. Second, if there are just
too many apples to carry away, give them a good spraying with deer repellent and

spread barber shop hair clippings all over the area.

ordinance that bans, In the iInterest

8. Encourage your municipality to pass an
shotguns, bows

of public sifety, the use of all weapons within its limits. Rifles,
and arrows have been known to kill people too.

9. If you have a portable tape recorder, get a cassette recording of wolf
howls. Play this in the woods a rew times in the days before hunting season. It

will make wildlife wary.

10. Try to develop strong anti-hunting sentiment in your community by writing
letters to the editor of your local newspapers, meeting with neighbors, getting on
talk shows. Creating public awareness of the problem is a vital point. Let your
neighbors know that the law recognizes wildlife as belonging to all people, and
they axe not the exclusive property of hunters until after they have been murdered.

11. Work on a project to get your State to pass a law that would require all
hunters to carry written permission from the landowners of the places they hunt.
This further curbs the hunter®s battlegrounds because many farmers are reluctant
to sign permits that would allow people to hunt on their lands. Also, much land
is owned by summer residents, corporations, etc. that are nearly impossible to get

hold of.

12. Approach your Congressperson and Senators with demands " iat hunting and
trapping be prohibited on natj. ,ial wildlife refuges and all pubirc land.

13. If you have any old, stuffed animal toys, set these around commonly hunted
areas. Hunters often don’t take the time to check if an animal is real. Better to
have a hole in a cotton rabbit than a real one - and the noise of the gun going off

might serve to scare away other wildlife.

14. We will be trying to put together a better activist®6 guide for next hunting
season, so If you have any ideas or procedures you®ve found effective, please let us
know. Hail them in to Bill Clark, Friends of Animals, 11 West 60th Street, New York,

NY 10023.

Use your imagination. There are plenty of ways to frustrate the hunt, depending
on your own abilities and enthusiasm. The main point here is to do something. By
your work, you will be helping animals in two ways. First, you will be protecting
them from the hunters and second, you will be letting the hunters know that friends
of animals are in the woods. This serves to anger them, and angry hunters do not
stalk so quietly, their aim is not so precise. Emotions can play heavily in the
success of a hunt, and the most effective killers are cool and methodical. Disrupt!





