


REPRESENTATIVE 
FRAN ULMER

1 In i SK  I ll-  l i i : i» K E .s r ,N T A T lV I- :s

PO. Box V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B11 

[907] 465-4947

April 14, 1987

TO: R e p r e s entative s H e r rmann and Cotten
Co-Chairs, H ouse Res ources C o m m i t t e e  

and
Members of the Resourc es C o m m i t t e e

L ' * '
FROM: R e p r esentativ e Fran, U l m e r

SUBJECT: House  Bill 2.10 *

As the sponsor of House Bill 210, "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the 
Point Bridget State Park; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date", I 
su pport this bill and hope you will p a s s  it out of the R e s o u rces 
Co m m i t t e e  with  favorable recommendations.

Juneau, the Capital city, does not hav e a state park. 
A l t h o u g h  state parks have been e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  Alaska, the 
only state p a r k  in Southeast A l a s k a  is t he C h i l k a t  State Park in 
Haines. For several years, there h a s  b e e n  m u c h  d i s c u s s i o n  by 
J u n e a u  re sidents expressi ng concern for d w i n d l i n g  state lands in 
the area and point i n g  out the need  for a d d i t i o n a l  recrea t i o n a l  
lands that a state park could provide.

H o u s e  Bill 210 w o u l d  es tablish the Point B r i d g e t  State Park 
for the p r i m a r y  purposes of p r o t e c t i n g  the a rea's recre a t i o n a l  
and sc enic resources and to p r e serve and e n h a n c e  the c o n t i n u e d  
u s e  of the area for hunti ng and fishin g as well as r e c reatio nal 
activities. The bill defines t he g e o g r a p h i c  b o u n d a r i e s  of the 
park, and it is my unders t a n d i n g  the Depart m e n t  of Natural 
R e s o u r c e s  will propos e an ame ndment to this s e c tion  of the bill 
to c l a r i f y  and expand the boundaries. I s u pport this amendment.

The bill further pro vides that m a n a g e m e n t  for the 
s t a t e - o w n e d  land and water would be a s s i g n e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
Na tural Resources for control, maintenance, and d e v e l o p m e n t  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the purposes set out in S e c t i o n  1 of th is bill. 
T h e  Depar t m e n t  of Fish & Game w o u l d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for the 
m a n a g e m e n t  of fish and game resources; in the park, c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  the s ust ained-yield  principle. The Boards of Fisheries and 
Game, and the C o m missioner of Fish & Game, w o u l d  be respon s i b l e  
for a d o pting regulations g o v e rning fish and g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  in
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the park. Furthermore, the Departmen t of N a t ural R e s o u r c e s  w oul d 
be r e q u i r e d  to consult with Fish & Game  b e f o r e  adopting 
regula t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the fish and game management. The last 
s e cti on of the bill provides for a J u l y  1, 1987 e f f e c t i v e  date.

Point Bridget has been selected b e c a u s e  this land has 
o u t s t a n d i n g  park qualities. Also, it is the only r e m a i n i n g  large 
and cont ig u o u s  parcel of state land in J u n e a u  w i t h  p a r k  
potential. Point Bridget is located about 40 miles from downtown 
J u n e a u  and is accessible from G l a c i e r  Highway. M a p s  are 
av a i lable in y o u r  bill packets w h i c h  detail the e x a c t  location.

Re c r e a t i o n a l  opportunities are a b u ndant in this area. The 
area offers typical recreational opport u n i t i e s  such as hiking, 
picnicking, b e r r y  picking, flower gathering, camping, fishing 
and hunting. Grea t oppo rtunities exist for bear v i e w i n g  and bird 
watching.

M a n y  groups and individuals have  e x p r essed s u p port for this 
selection, including the J u n e a u  Ar ea State Parks A d v i s o r y  Board, 
the J u n e a u  A u d u b o n  Socie ty and m a n y  noted w i l d l i f e  supporters. 
Se l e c t e d  letters and comments of support are included in your 
bill packets. T h e r e  are also several individuals  here, today, 
who w o u l d  like to provide additional testimony.

In w o r k i n g  w i t h  the Department of Natural R e s o u r c e s  earlier 
this session, it was deter m i n e d  there w o u l d  be no d e v e l o p m e n t  for 
the p a r k  at this time. M ode st future d e v e l o p m e n t  m i g h t  be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r  interest groups.

The R e s o u r c e s  Committee should also be a war e that  this 
parcel of state land has been  included in the pool of state lands 
b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  to replace the U n i v e r s i t y  trust lands w h i c h  were 
c o n v e y e d  to the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of Anchorage. Presently, the site 
is not d e s i g n a t e d  as one of the p r i o r i t y  parcels. I ha ve spoken 
w i t h  the  Commis s i o n e r  of Natural Resources, J u d i t h  Brady, and Tom 
Hawkins, the Directo r of Land and W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  as well as 
o f f i cials of the University. At this time, p ublic h e a rings have 
b e e n  s c h e duled for the U n i v e r s i t y  land settlement, and it is 
a p p r o p r i a t e  that the Legislature c o n s i d e r  this p a r k  bill 
proposal, so that this h e a r i n g  can b ecome a part of that public 
he a r i n g  process as well.

The U n i v e r s i t y  has no plans or u s e  for this parcel of land. 
J u n e a u  reside nts are concerned that, if this site were to be 
selecte d by the University, it wculd  later be sold for 
de v e l o p m e n t  and public access to beaches and t i d e water w ould  be 
prohibited.
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S i m i l a r  legislation, Senate Bill 190, spon sored b y  Senator 
J i m  D u n c a n  has, also, been introduced to establish a Point 
Bridget S t a t e  P a r k  in Juneau.

C r e a t i o n  of Jun ea u ' s  first state p a r k  at Point Bridget is an 
investme nt for future residents and visitors. As demands for 
r ecrea t i o n a l  o p p o rtunit ies grow, the n e e d  for park areas will 
increase.

T h a n k  you for y o u r  favorable c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of House 
Bill 210.
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R

STEVE COWPER, G O VER NO R

400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

April 13, 1987

The H onorable Sam Cotten, Co-Chair
The Honorab le Adelheid Herrmann, Co-Chair
House Resources Committee
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Re presentatives Cotten and Herrmann:

S u b j e c t : House Bill 210, which would esta blish the Point
Bridget State Park.

P o s i t i o n : At this time, the Department of Nat ural Resources
is unable to take a position  on House Bill 210. A portion 
of the land to be included in the park is also included in 
the repla cement pool of land propos ed for s ettlement of 
pending litigation between the University of Alaska and the 
M u n i c i p a l i t y  of Anchorage, and the Unive r s i t y  of Alaska and 
the State of Alaska (see attached d o c u m e n t ) .

B a c k g r o u n d : The proposed litigation settleme nt (including
the p r o posed pool of land) is currently being reviewed by 
the public. Comments will be ac cepted through May 13, 1987, 
and will be carefully considere d before a final d e c ision on 
the land to be included in the pool is made.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : We suggest that the record of public
testimony concerning House Bill 210 be pr ovided to the 
Depart m e n t  for inclusion in the public comm ent record for 
the proposed settlement land pool.



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S a m  C o t t e n
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n  - 2 -  A p r i l  13, 1987

W e  lo o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  the b i l l 's ^ s p o n s o r  and the 
c o m m i t t e e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a S t a t e  P a r k  in 

J u n e a u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J u d i t h  M. B r a d y  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

A t t a c h m e n t

cc: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r
S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  H u d s o n  
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  
G e o r g e  S u l l i v a n  
R od S w o p e



QUESTION #3: Provide a 11st of the land to be tran rred to the

University of Alaska, the status of t. > transfer, 
schedule of events and a copy of the restricted title 
document for Chena panel.

a: List of the land to be transferred to the University:

Appendix C of the preliminary decision will be 
provided.

b: Status of the transfer:

The Department Is at the preliminary decision stage.

The 11st of lands 1s subject to a th1rty-day public 
notice/review process.

c: Schedule of Events; The following is a tentative
scnedule of events.

4/13/87 Start of comment period,

4/23/87 Public hearings are held in Anchorage,
Fairbanks and Juneau.

5/13/87 The public notice period ends, 'ihe
Department completes title work and finalizes 
the replacement land pool.

5. J/87 The University completes appraisals on 
replacement lands. The University and 
Department meet %. equalize values and 
negotiates final ■ placement lands.

6/12/87 The Department 1ajues the final decision and 
best Interest finding, (The final finding 
under AS 38.05.185(a) (Mineral closing) 1s 
expected to take place 6/2/87)

6/15/87 Settlement agreement tentatively approved,
subject to final approval by the Board of
Regents. Pool land not subject to the 

settlement agreement are released and 
considered available for other purposes.

To wj Settlement agreement approved by Board of
set Regents and University dismisses the Supreme

Court appeal. Department begins to convey
replacement land to the University.

d. Provide a copy of the restricted title on Chena Parks 
Recreation area. The University, Division of Parks and 
Division of Land and Water Management are working on 
this selection to determine what specific restrictions 
win apply and how the panel will be appraised. As 
soon as Restrictions are completed a copy will be 
provided.

The proposed trasnfer is subject to public 
notice/review process. A final decision will be made 
after public comments are received.



STATE OF ALASKA 
DIVISION OF LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT 

PRELIMINARY DECISION

 W . » 3 4 5 g --------------------------

I. Introduction

The action being considered 1n this preliminary decision Is the designation 
and conveyance of certain lands and interest 1n land to the University of 
Alaska trust to replace seven parcels of University grant land (Appendix A) 
selected by the Municipality of Anchorage under former AS 29.18,206.

This action will settle pending litigation: University of Alaska v.
Municipality of Anchorage, et al,, (Alaska Supreme Court Nos. IB 15 and 
lr~f) and University of Alasxa v. State of Alaska, et al., (Alaska Superior 
f ‘t. case no. 3Ak-B6-14754 Civ,). runner, conveyance of land and 
1«. «t 1n land to the University approximately equal 1n value to the 
lands previously conveyed to the Municipality 1s authorized by former AS 
29.18.206 and AS 38.05.810,

II. Background

The Municipal Entitlement Act as amended, former AS 29,18,206, enabled the 
Municipality of Anchorage to select University land 1n partial fulfillment 
of Its land entitlement. The legislature by this same act directed the 
Department to replace this University grant land with replacement land of 
approximately equal value.

The University, the Municipality, and the State have been involved in a 
dispute over this land since at least 1979. The seven parcels were
acquired by the State under the Congressional Act of 1929 in trust for the 
University. -In 1979, the parcels were selected by the Municipality and 
were approved for conveyance to the Municipality by the State in 1980 and 
1986 decisions. Previous attempts to reach an agreement between the
Municipality, the University and the State to resolve the dispute have
failed,

In 198-, .he University challenged the State's transfer of the seven 
parcels to the Municipality as a violation of the Congressional Act of
1929. The Superior Court found in favor of the Municipality and the
State. The Issue 1s on appeal before the Alaska Supreme Court (University
v. Municipality, cited above). On November 25, 1986, the Municipality and
the State reached agreement settling the Municipality's claims under former 
AS 29,18, The University challenged that agreement (University v. State, 
cited above) 1n an effort to preserve possible replacement lands. The
University and the State then again began discussions to settle the Issue 
of replacement land.

Ill, Authority for the Preliminary Decision

On December 18, 1986, the State and the University signed a Memcrandum of 
Understanding to attempt to settle this dispute (Appendix 8V, This 

preliminary decision 1s consistent with the terms of that Memorandum of 
Understanding, with former AS 29.18.206 and with AS 38.05.810. Notice of



P re l im ina r y  Decis ion
‘36 2

this preliminary decision and an opportunity for public comment will 
given under AS 38,05,945.

IV. Proposed Action

A, Value of seven parcels 1n Anchorage

As provided in the Memorandum of Understanding, appraisals of the 
seven parcels 1n Anchorage have been done under appraisal 
instructions approved by both the State and the University 
(Included In Appendix 8). The value of the' seven parcels which 
have been approved for conveyance to the Municipality has been 
established as $24,752,000 for purposes of this settlement. The 
University has accepted this valuation. After full consideration 
of all the circumstances relevant hereto, I believe that 
settlement of this natter based on this valuation amount 1s In 
the best Interests of the State. The appraisals of the seven 
parcels are available for public review.

B. Replacement land pool

As provided 1n the Memorandum of Understanding, the University 
and the State have agreed to the Identification of parcels of 
State land shown 1n Appendix C fur the replacement land pool. 
This pool Includes parcels presently under sale contracts which 
are referred to as Subdivision Mortgage Areas. All parcels are 
listed 1n priority order for conveyance and will be subject to 
valid existing rights. Appendix D Uses the proposed replacement 
land pool with 1ntra-agerk'.y comments solicited by the Division of 
Land and Water Management. Appendix D Includes Information which 
will be considered as part of public and agency review pursuant 
to AS 38.05,945,

For the Subdivision Mortgage Areas, the State would convey to the 
University the land subject to the land sale contracts, and the 
land sale contracts would be transferred to the University 
effective January 1, 1988. The University would then be
responsible for administering the contracts and passing title to 
purchasers as contracts are paid off. Through December 31, 1987 
all proceeds resulting from these contracts would accrue to the 
State. However, for purposes of calculating the value of the 
contracts to be subtracted from the value of the former 
University lands, the remaining principal on the contracts would 
be calculated as of the close of business Wednesday, February 18, 
1987, In the event that a contract Is paid off prior to December 
31, 1987, the payment will be received for the benefit of the 
University, and the State will retain only the principal portions 
of payments which would otherwise have been made in 1987. In the 
event that a contract 1s . dUnquished or terminated prior to 
December 31, 1987, the State will convey to the University the 
land which had been subject to the contract.
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Parcel priority 20, Cape Yakataga Is limited to timber rights 
only. Parcels classified as agriculture would be conveyed 
subject to the provisions of AS 38.05.321.

At a special meeting of the University of Alaska 3oard of Regents 
on February 21, 1987, the 8oard accepted the replacement land 
pool iountified In Appendix C for purposes of this settlement.

I have reached the preliminary decision that the replacement pool 
1s acceptable for purposes of settling the pending litigation.

C, Replacement Process

The parcels 1n the replacement land pool are listed in priority 
of conveyance. These lands will be appraised pursuant to 
appraisal Instructions agreed to by the University and the State 
(Appendix E). To replace the Anchorage parcels, lands of 
approximate equal value to the above value of the seven Anchorage 
parcels will be conveyeo to the University. If additional land 
1s necessary to accomplish this, the University will nominate 
additional, mutually acceptable lands and the Department will 
issue another preliminary decision for these lands.

D, Mineral Order

Only the surface estate of the parcels identified 1n Appendix C 
will be conveyed to the University. The intent of the University 
land trust Is to provide a long term stable source of revenue for 
benefit of the University. This Includes significant surface 
uses which would be incompatible with mining. Therefore, under 
the authority of AS 38.05.185(a), I propose to dose those lands 
to be conveyed to the University which are not already closed to 
locatable mineral entry.

V. Best Interest Determination

I have considered the requirements of former AS 29.18,206, AS 38.05.810, 
and AS 38.05.035(e), the state’s general trust responsibilities to the 
University, the Memorandum of Understanding dated December 18, 1986 and the 
advantages of settling pending litigation. Based on the knowledge and 
Information we have at this time. It Is my decision that the proposed 
action described herein 1s 1n the State's best interest.

VI, Public Comment

As required by the Alaska Constitution and AS 38.05,945, no action under AS 
38.05.035(e) can be final until after the public has had an opportunity to 
review and comment. Comments will be accepted from the public If received
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT 

3601 "O'* Street, P.O. Box 70C5 

Anchorage, A k  99510-7005

PUBLIC NOTICE UNDER AS 38.05.945

FR0FG3ED CONVEYANCE, REUESIGNATICN, AND CLOSURE 

TO LOCAIABLE MINERAL ENTRY FUR 

UNIVERSITY GRANT LANDS

Subject to the previsions of AS 38.05.945, notice is hereby given that the 
Department of Natural Resources (Department) proposes to redesignate (urder 
former AS 29.18.206), convey (under AS 38.05.810(a)) certain interests in 
scats land to the University cf Alaska (University), and close the lards to 
locatabla mineral entry under the authority cf AS 38.05.135(a). The mineral 
estate will be retained by the stats pursuant to AS 38.05.125. A  preliminary 
decision ba3 been made urder AS 33.05.035(e) that such actions ara in the best 
interest of the state. That decision may be modified as a result of public 
and agency review solicited by this nctica.

The purpose of the state land conveyance is to replace University Grant lard 
that was transferred to the Municipality of Anchorage (Municipality) while 
University lard was managed by the Department. The valun cf the land 
transferred to the Municipality ha3 been established a t  approximately 
$25,000,000. The state proposes to replace University Grant lard by conveying 
enough land to the university to equalize that amount. Parcels of state land 
will be selected from a statewide pcol in the order which has teen p -ioritized 
by the University until the approximate value is equalized.

Land Descriptions and Information

The areas and approximate acreages shewn belcw are to b e  redesignated, 
conveyed, and closed to mineral entry as necessary under this notice. Each 
description is followed by a listing of the priority rankings which reflect 
the order in which lands will be conveyed to the university to equalize the 
value of their former lands.

More detailed information cn the state land pool affected by the above actions 
is available for review ah the following information offices of the Division 
of Land and Water Management: Southcentral Region, 3601 "C" Street, Suite 
1080, Anchorage, Alaska (phone: 762-2202) ? Northern Region, 4420 Airport Way, 
Fairbanks, Alaska (phene: 479-2243); or Southeast Region, 400 Willoughby, 
Juneau, Alaska (phene: 465-3400), Additionally, a copy of this notice and a 
land description summary are posted at the following U.S. Pest Officas: 
Angoon, Auke Bay, Cape Yakataga, Central, Chatanika, Clam Gulch, Cold Bay, 
Craig, Delta Junction, Denali National Park, Gustavus, Hcmer, Hydaburg, 
Kasilof, Ketchikan, Pelican, Petersburg, Sitka, Talkeetna, Valdez, Ward Cove, 
Whittier, and McCarthy.



9CDCTC2NERAL H E d C N

Anchorage Area —  approximately 1 acre in 3 parcels (priority areas 14, 21,

32)
Cold Bay/Xing Cove Area —  approximately 15 acras in 1 parcel (priority 

area 114)
Cocfc Inlet (Tfcdiak Island, I&lgin Island) —  approximately 1,980 acres in 3 

parcels (priority areas 39, 51, 81)
Cordova Area —  aocrcxirately 310 acre3 in 4 parcels (priority areas 34, 70, 

103, 104, 122)
Baser Area —  arproximataly 1,300 acres in 5 parcels (priority areas 9, 89, 

102, 126, 145)
Ilianra Lake Area —  approximately 1,330 acres in 1 parcel (priority area 

100)
Rasilof —  approximately 544 acres in 5 parcels (priority area 127)
Kenai Area —  approximately 94 acres in 3 parcels (priority areas 86, 87,

109)
McCarthy Area —  approximately 1,350 acres in 7 parcels (priority areas 56, 

139)
McKinley Village *—  approximately 390 acres in 1 parcel (priority area 97)
Port Holler Area —  approximately  13.4 acres in 3 parcels (priority area 129) 
Prince William Scund —  approximately 6C8 acre3 in 2 parcels (priority areas 

59, 69)
Seward Area (Nuka Island) —  approximately 2,220 acres in 2 parcels (priority 

areas 17, 82)
Talkeertma Area —  approximately 94 acres in 2 parcels (priority area 46)
Valdez Area —  approximate!' 1,830 acres in 6 parcels (priority areas 10,

13, 71, 88, 94, 107)
Waadlla Area —  approximately 2 acres in 1 parcel (priority area 72)
Yakataga Area —  approximately 2,170 acres in 1 parcel (priority area 20)

SOTIHEAST HEEIO*

Admiralty Island (Angccn) —  approximately 3.72 acres in 1 parcal (priority 
area 41)
Craig Area —  approximately 3,240 acres in 2 parcels (priority areas 16, 50) 
Juneau Area —  approximately 1,470 acres in 7 parcels (priority areas 18, 35, 

36, 37, 90, 123, 143)
Ketchikan Area —  approximately 3,860 acres in 7 parcels (priority areas 25, 

78, 80, 85, 125, 141, 142)
Pelican Area —  approximately 830 acres in 1 parcel (priority area 106) 
Petersburg Area —  approximately 4,670 acres in 6 paresis (priority areas 55, 

57, 61, 98, 121, 124)
Sitka Area —  approximately 543 acres in 3 parcels (priority areas 23, 30,

45,)
Thorne Bay Area —  approximately 1,170 acres in 1 parcel (priority area 33) 
Wrangell Area —  approximately 4.76 acres in 1 parcel (priority arsa 48)

NORISHtN KEEICN

Big Delta Area —  approximately 5 acres in 1 parcal (priority area 119)
Central Area —  approximately 1.25 acres in 1 parcel (priority area 91) 
Fairbanks Area —  approximately 717 acres in 5 parcels (priority areas 15, 95, 

96)



I ' * *

Mineral d c a l m  Order

Sane lard in the prcccsed conveyance pcol is already closed tc mineral entry 
having been previously reviewed under the public and agency review processes. 
Iha closed land consists of subdivision lots within subdivisions located 
Statewide (priority areas 1,3, 12, 19, 27, 28, 31, 38, 40, 47, 60, 62, 64, 66, 
68, 76, 77, 83, 10=, 110, 112, 116, 117, 113, 126, 128, 138, 144).

The Department o f Natural Resources has prepared a draft finding under the 
authority of AS 38.05.185(a) that use of the lands for the benefit of the 
University includes significant surfaca uses which are ircarcatibla with 
mining. Therefore, all lands identified for redesignaticn and conveyance to 
the University will be closed to locatable mineral entry, subject to public 
em i nent as required by AS 38.05.945. A  final finding under AS 38.05.185(a) is 
expected to taxa effect June 12, 1987. Additional notice identifying lands 
subject to this mineral closing will be given as a part of the final finding 
under AS 38.05.185(a).

RfcUc Hearings

Public hearings cn the proposed conveyance, redesigr.aticn, and mineral closing 
actions are scheduled for April 23, 1987 (Thursday):

Anchorage - 7:CO p.m. at the Pioneer Schcolhcuse, 3rd & Eagla

Fairbanks - 7:CO p.m. at the University cf Alaska Carpus, Ru. 466 
Duckaring aidg.

JUneau - 7:00 p.m. at the Tlinget-Haida Canmrrlty Canter, 3235 Hospital 
Drive

Any consents, objections, expressions of interest pertaining to the proposed 
action, or assertions of a claim to the property involved must be received in 
writing by the Division of land and Water Management at P.O. Box 107005, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7005 cn or before 4:30 p.m. cn May 13, 1987. Thi3 
deadline is required to supplement the administrative hearing record and to 
receive public canment solicited by this notice.

The Division of land and Water Management reserves the right to waive 
technical defects in this publication.

Tan Hawkins, Director
Division of Land and water Management

P u b l i s h ________  ______________
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Ju n ea u ,  A l a s k a  99SOI
Point B r i dget State Park Proposal

j& J f p  • ■ , - •

A  Summary

NEED F O R  PT. BRIDGET STATE PARK:

— Pt. Bridget has outst a n d i n g  park qualities.
— Pt. Brid get is the only  remaining large and contiguous parcel of 

scute land in Juneau with p a r k  potential.
— There is only one scare park in Southeast, iocaced in H a i n e s .
— State park facilities should be available in the capital city.

RECREATIONAL O P P ORTU NITIES AT PT. BRIDGET:

— Birds arrive in great concentrati ons because of the marine, 
intertidal, and m e a d o w  habitat.

— Bear v i e w i n g  o p p or tunities are the highest  of any area in Juneau,
— Fishing for salmon and Dolly Varden is ava ilable in Cowee Creek.
— Hiking, picnicking, berry pickint , camping, hunting, photography, 

etc. is availa ble in the summer.
— Cross c o u n t r y  skiing at sea level is available in the winter long 

after snow has left other low levels.

PT. BRIDGET DETAILS

— Highway access about 40 miles from downtown near the end of the 
Glacier Highway.

— 2,758 acres in park proposal.
— Lands include intertidal meadows, 800 foot tree covered hills, a 

small freshwater lake, Cowee Creek, viewpoint bluffs along Lynn 
Canal, shoreline along Berners Bay.

COSTS FOR PROPO SED PARK

--No fiscal notes are attached to the legislative bills.
— Modest future d e velopment m i g h t  be accom p l i s h e d  by volunteer 

interest groups.
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POINT ERIDGET STATE PARK 

A PROPOSA L

A STATE PARK FOR JUNEAU:

A l t h o u g h  state parks have been e s t a b l i s h e d  thro ughout Alaska, none 
e x i s t  in the capital city. In fact the o n l y  state park in Sou theast 
A l a s k a  is the Chilkat State Park in Haines. The Alaska State P a r k  
s y s t e m  contains 3,116,955 acres o f  land. The Southeast Region
m a n a g e s  94 , 704 acres of park lands £06 cf w h i c h  are in the June au 
D i s t r i c t .

In recent years city and borough a n d  Native land selections have 
taken land that m i ght have been c o n s i d e r e d  for possible suate 
park designation. Although there are several areas thrcughcuu Juneau 
w i t h  high park potential, declining state revenues make purchase 
these lands an imoractical consideration.

The only remaining large and co ntig u o u s  p arcel of state land in 
Juneau wi th park potential is located at Pt. Bridget. Although 
m a n a g e d  by the Division of Land and W a t e r  Management, the land has no 
status that protects it from possible future d e velopment that w o u l d  
negate its park potential.

The recreat ional potential of the Pt. B r idget land lias long been 
recognized. In 1970 the Chief of H a b i t a t  D e v e l o p m e n t ,Department cf 
Fish and Game wrote to the Division of Lands regarding the state land 
selection in the Berners Bav-Echo Cove area. Joe Blum wrote,
"The D epar tment of Fish and Game w ishes to go on record as requesting 
that a "green belt" concept be d e v e l o p e d  for Cowee Creek... We would 
also like to see a recreation area d e v e l o p e d  around Point Bridget. 
The location would offe r excellent b e a c h  fishing plus an unsurpassed 
scenic viewpoint."

In addition, two bills have been in trod u c e d  in the Alaska House and 
Senate to e s t a blis h the park, the a r e a  has been identified by the 
Juneau Area State Parks Advisory B o a r d  as a prime park site since 
19S4, and local residents support the proposal.

Creation of Juneau's first state park at Pt. Bridget is an investment 
for future residents and visitors. As d e m a n d s  for recreational 
opportunities gr ow the need for park areas will increase.



C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  P T . B R I D G E T

T h e  p r o p o s e d  P t .  B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k  c o n t a i n i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 , 7 5 8  

a c r e s ,  i s  a b o u t  4 0  m i l e s  f r o m  d o w n t o w n  J u n e a u  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d .

— S u r r o u n d i n g  L a n d :

T h e  p r o p o s e d  p a r k  l a n d s  a r e  b o r d e r e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  b y  B e r n e r s  B a y  

a p o p u l a r  w a t e r ,  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  f i s h i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  

p r o p o s e d  f o r  l e g g i n g ;  o n  t h e  e a s t  b y  N a t i v e  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  

c o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d ,  a n d  t h e  E c h o  C o v e  w a t e r  a c c e s s  p o i n t  t o  B e r n e r s  

B a y ;  o n  t h e  w e s t  b y  L y n n  C a n a l ;  a n d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  b y  C i t y  a n d  E c r o u g h  

c f  J u n e a u  l a n d  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  o p e n  s p a c e .

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p r i v a t e  i n h o l d i n g s  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  

w h i c h  i s  a c h u r c h - o w n e d  E c h o  B a y  B i b l e  C a m p .  N o n e  c f  t h e  l a n d  i n  

t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  t i m b e r  s a l e  a c  B e r n e r s  B a y .

- - H a b i t a t  F e a t u r e s :

T h e  r t .  B r i d g e t  a r e a  e n c o m p a s s e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  h a b i t a t  f e a t u r e s .  O n e  

c f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i s  a n  u p l i f t e d  t i d e i a n d  t h a t  i s  r a r a l v  

s u b m e r g e d .  C o w e e  C r e e k  m e a n d e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t i d e i a n d  m e a d o w  a n d  

s u p p o r t s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w i l d l i f e .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  o n l y  t h r e e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i d e n t i f i e d  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e  b i r d  a r e a s  

c n  t h e  J u n e a u  r o a d  s y s t e m .  B e a r s  a r e  s e e n  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k .  B e a v e r s  

h a v e  b u i l t  a n e t w o r k  o f  d a m s  a n d  r e s u l t i n g  p o n d s .  D o l l y  V a r d e n  a n d  

s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  s a l m o n  a r e  f o u n d  i n  C o w e e  C r e e k .  T h e  m e a d o w s  a l s o  

o f f e r  a c o l o r f u l  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  w i l d f l o w e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  b l o o m i n g  s e a s o n  

i n c l u d i n g  s h o o t i n g  s t a r s , l u p i n e , c o l u m b i n e ,  a n d  v/ild i r i s .

— T e r r a i n  F e a t u r e s :

T h e  L y n n  C a n a l  s h o r e l i n e ,  o n  t h e  e a s t ,  i s  r u g g e d  w i t h  r o c k y  c l i f f s  

t h a t  p r o v i d e  s w e e p i n g  p a n o r a m a s  o f  t h e  C h i k a t  M o u n t a i n s ,  B e r n e r s  B a y  

a n d  t h e  c o a s t a l  m o u n t a i n s  t o  t h e  e a s t .

T h e  B e r n e r s  B a y  s h o r e l i n e ,  o n  t h e  n o r t h ,  p r o v i d e s  n o r m a l  b e a c h  

w a l k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  P t .  B r i d g e t .  N e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

m e a d o w  a n  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  b e r m  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  a r e a  f r o m  t h e  

b e a c h .

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  w o o d e d  a c r e a g e  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p a r k .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  h i l l s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  is  8 0 0  f e e t ,  a n d  a s m a l l
l a k e  a t  a b o u t  3 0 0  f e e t .

C u r r e n t l y  t r a i l  a c c e s s  e x i s t s  a l o n g  C o w e e  C r e e k .  O t h e r ,  t r a i l s  a l s o

e x i s t  i n c l u d i n g  a n  o l d e r  t r a m  t r a i l .



O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a b o u n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  o u t d o o r  e n t h u s i a s t s  o f  a l l  

a g e s .  T h i s  i s  o n e  c f  t h e  f e w  a r e a s  i n  J u n e a u  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  

s o  m a n y  v a r i e d  u s e s  ar.d o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

— B e a r  V i e w i n g :  T h i s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  

f o r  n e a r  s i g n t i n g  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  a r e a .

— B i r d  W a t c h i n g :  T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m a r i n e ,  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  m e a d o w

a r e a s  h a s  c r e a t e d  o n e  o f  S o u t h e a s t ' s  b e s t  a r e a s  f o r  b i r d s .

—  F i s h i n g :  D o l l y  V a r d e n ,  s i l v e r  a n d  c h u m  s a l m o n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n

C c w e e  C r e e k .

— S u m m e r  U s e :  T h e  a r e a  o f f e r s  t y p i c a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l

c c ccrt-T.iu i 6 s  su c h  5 .s hi.hi.r.Cf c^cni.chi.ncf h •= 5 ~*"v cl c ~ • • c • n

cf flowers, p h o t o g r a p h y ,  c amping, and h u n t i n g .

— W i n t e r  U s e :  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  c o o l e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  t h i s

a r e a  s n o w  f o r  c r e s s  c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  r e m a i n s  a t  s e a  l e v e l  l o n g  

a f r e r  i t  h a s  g o n e  f r o m  l o w e r  e l e v a t i o n s  i n  J u n e a u .

— E d u c a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t i e s :  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  c f  d i f f e r e n t  e c o s y s t e m s  

w i t h i n  o n e  a r e a  p r o v i d e s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  f o r u m  f o r  s t u d y  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n  

a n d  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  b y  s u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s e a

w e e k ,  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  h i k e s  a n d  o u t d o o r  p r o g r a m s ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  

a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  c l a s s e s .

R E C R Z A T Z O N A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A T  PT. E R I D G E T :

A  B I R D  V I E W I N G  A R E A  O F  U N U S U A L  D I M E N S I O N S :

T h e  P t .  B r i d g e t  a r e a  i s  o n l y  1 o f  3 a r e a s  o f  v / a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e  b i r d  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o n  t h e  J u n e a u  r o a d  s y s t e m  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e .

T h e  " A l a s k a  H a b i t a t  M a n a g e m e n t  G u i d e - S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n "  p r o d u c e d  b y  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  d i v i s i o n  o f  H a b i t a t  i n  1 9 8 6  i d e n t i f i e d  s h o r e b i r d s  

t h a t  m i g h t  b e  s e e n :  " T h e  s h o r e b i r d  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  

s e m i p a l m a t e d  a n d  b l a c k - b e l l i e d  p l o v e r s ,  g r e a t e r  a n d  l e s s e r  

v e l l o w l e g s ,  s p o t t e d ,  l e a s t ,  w e s t e r n ,  p e c t o r a l ,  a n d  r o c k  s a n d p i p e r s ,  

d u n l i n ,  s h o r t - b i l l e d  d o w i t c h e r ,  c o m m o n  s n i p e ,  b l a c k  t u r n s t o n e ,  

r e d - n e c k e d  p h a l a r c p e ,  a n d  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e . "

T h e  b o o k  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  w a t e r f o w l  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  s e e n :

" T h e  d u c k  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  m a l l a r d ,  n o r t h e r n  p i n t a i l ,  

g r e e n - w i n g e d  a n d  b l u e - w i n g e d  t e a l s ,  n o r t h e r n  s h o v e l e r ,A m e r i c a n  

w i d g e o n ,  g r e a t e r  a n d  l e s s e r  s c a u p s ,  c o m m o n  a n d  B a r r o w ' s  g o l d e n e y e s ,  

b u f f l e h e a d ,  o l d s q u a w ,  h a r l e q u i n ,  b l a c k ,  w h i t e - w i n g e d  s c o t e r s ,  a n d  

c o m m o n ,r e d - b r e a s t e d , a n d  h o o d e d  m e r g a n s e r s .  G e e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  

V a n c o u v e r  a n d  d u s k y  Can.' .a, g r e a t e r  w h i t e - f r o n t e d ,  a n d  s n o w  g o o s e .  

S w a n s  i n c l u d e  t r u m p e t e r  a n d  t u n d r a  s w a n . "



T h e r e  is a t  l e a s t  o n e  i d e n t i f i e d  e a g l e  n e s t i n g  s i t e  n e a r  t h e  p o i n t .

N E E D  F O R  A  S T A T E  P A R K  I N  J U N E A U  

— J u n e a u  h a s  n o  S t a t e  P a r k :

T h e  l a c k  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  E c r o u g h  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  a 

19 7 7 c i c y  a n d  b o r o u g h  " C o m D r e h e r . s i v e  P a r k  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  S v s c e m  

P l a n . "

T h e y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  o f  S o u t h e a s t  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  8 2  

a c r e s  o f  p a r k  l a n d / I O C 0 p e o p l e  a n d  n o n e  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  B o r o u g h .  T h i s  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  1 , 0 7 7  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s / 1 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  

S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  2 9 6  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s / 1 , 0 0 0  i n  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  

3 , 9 0 0  a c r e s / 1 , 0 0 0  s t a t e w i d e .
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c a p i t a  p a r k  a c r e a g e  i n  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  t h e  C i t y  ar.d

E o r o u c h  o f  J u n e a u  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  l a c k  c f  p a r k  l a n d  i n

J u n e a u .  O n  t h i s  b a s i s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  . A l a s k a  s h o u l d

f u l f i l l  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y  a c q u i r i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  r e g i o n a l  p a r k s  

w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  J u n e a u  t h a t  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  n o r m a l  m e a n s  c f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t w o  t o  t h r e e  h o u r s . "  P t .  B r i d g e t  i s  l e s s  t h a n  

a n  h o u r  b y  c a r  f r o m  d o w n t o w n  J u n e a u .

" S t a t e  p a r k s  s h o u l d  b e  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  b a l a n c e d  o n  a r e g i o n a l  b a s i s  

t o  p r o v i d e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  n a t u r a l  a r e a s  f o r  u s e  b y  n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t s  a s  

w e l l  a s  b y  v i s i t o r s . "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  " A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k  S y s t e m :  

S t a t e w i d e  F r a m e w o r k "  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 8 2 .

T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  p l a n  w n i c h  s t u d i e d  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  u s e r s  i n  

A l a s k i s  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n :A l a s k a , D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 6  , b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n .  S t a t i s t i c s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  p l a n  

s h o w  t h a t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  1 0  o f  23 

c a t a g o r i e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  7 %  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  

r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t r a i l s  l o c a t e d  h e r e .  F i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  

c a m p i n g ,  a n d  h i k i n g  a r e  a l l  i d e n t i f i e d  a m o n g  m o s t  p o p u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

f o r  S o u t h e a s t  r e s i d e n t s .

— J u n e a u ' s  I n t e r e s t  i n  P a r k s  i s  H i g h :

T h e  1 9 7 5  J u n e a u  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  S y s t e m  P l a n  

r e p o r t e d ,  " U s e  o f  r e g i o n a l  p a r k s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e  f r o m  

1 0 0  p e r c e n t  t o  3 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  t h e  ' a v e r a g e '  

c o m m u n i t v ."
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T h e r e  i s  g c o c  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  o u t d o o r  

r e c r e a t i o n  h a s  n o t  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  I n  1 9 3 2  t h e  J u n e a u  

A r e a  R e c r e a t i o n  P l a n  i d e n t i f i e d  n u m e r o u s  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s  

a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  h i g h  d e m a n d  b y  J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s .

A m o n g  t h e  p r i o r i t y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  t h e  p l a n  w e r e  c o a s t a l  p a r k s  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n  b e a c h e s  a l o n g  t h e  G l a c i e r  H i g h w a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r e a s  

a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d  i n  t h e  F o i n o  B r i d g e t  a r e a .  D e v e l o p m e n t :  o f  t r a i l  

a c c e s s  t o  t h e  l a k e  a t  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  a r e a  a n d  s t o c k i n g  t h e  l a k e  w i t h  

t r o u t  w e r e  be t h  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  i m p o r t a n t  f u t u r e  r e c r e a t i o n  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .

M e r e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  b u d g e t  s u r v e y  f u r t h e r  a d d  

t o  t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  d e m a n d  f c r  q u a l i t y  c u r d o o r  

r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  a r e a .

— J u n e a u  R e s i d e n t s  A r e  A c u i v e  C u t d r c r  R e c r e a t i o n i s t s

I n  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  S u r v e y ,  c o n d u c t e d  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  £ 4 %  c f  t h e  s u r v e y  

r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p c r o e d  t h a n  c u t d c c r  r e c r e a r i c n  o o p o r u u r i c i e s  w e r e  a 

p r i n c i p l e  r e a s o n  f o r  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  t h a n  s u r v e y ,  

b e a c h c o m b i n g , h i k i n g ,  a n d  w a l k i n g  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  p c c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  7 5 %  o f  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  F i s h i n g  w a s  

m e n t i o n e d  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  o f  a i l  r e s p o n s e s  a s  t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  

J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s  w a n t e d  t o  d o  m o r e  o f t e n .

T h e  r e s u l t s  c f  t h e  s u r v e y  w e r e  s u m m a r i z e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 2  J u n e a u  A r e a  

R e c r e a t i o n  P l a n  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s :  " T h e  p r e d o m i n a n t

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e s e  p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  

o n  r e l a t i v e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  n a t u r a l  a r e a s ,  a b u n d a n t  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  

m a r i n e  a c c e s s ,  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a n  u n c r o w d e d ,  o r  d i s p e r s e d ,  

r e c r e a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e . "



B o b  A r m s t r o n g ,  a u t h o r  o f  " G u i d e  t o  t h e  B i r d s  o f  A l a s k a " ;

" T h e  h a b i t a t  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m a r i n e ,  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  l a r g e  e x p a n s e  

o f  t r a n s i t i o n  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n r e r c i c a l  a n d  f o r e s t  h a s  

c r e a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a r e a s  f o r  b i r d s  i n  a l l  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

A l a s k a . . .

" . . . t h e  K o w e e  C r e e k  m e a d o w s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  e x t e n s i v e  r.esti.nc 

h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e s e  b i r d s  ( w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s n o r e b i r d s )  t h a t  r e m a i n s  

a l o n g  t h e  J u n e a u  r e a d  s y s t e m . ..

" I n  s u m m e r  t h e  w i l d f l o w e r s  a r e  g o r g e o u s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  m e a d o w s .

F i s h i n g  i n  t h e  r i v e r  i s  c c c d  f o r  D o l l y  V a r d e n  a n d  e c h o  

s a l m o n ...

"I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r u  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Pc i r .t  B r i d g e t  

S t a t e  P a r k .  I f e e l  p r o t e c t i o n  c f  t h i s  u n i q u e  a r e a  f r o m  o t h e r  

p o t e n t i a l  t y p e s  c f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m m e d i a t e  

i m o c r t a n c e . "

P U B L I C  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  PT. 3 R I D G E T  S T A T E  PARK:

J u d y  H a l l  A l a b a c k ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C h a i r ,  J u n e a u  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y

" T h e  J u n e a u  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k . . .

" T h i s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  a r e  a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y  u s e d  f o r  

r e c r e a t i o n  j y  J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  . "

R i c h a r d  G o r d o n :

"I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  w e l l -  t i m e d  p r o p o s a l . . .

" O t h e r  J u n e a u  r o a d - s v s t e m  r i v e r  m o u t h  m e a d o w s  a r e  e i t h e r  

d e v e l o p e d  ( S w i t z e r  C r e e k )  , o r  l a r g e l y  i n  p r i v a t e  h a n d s  

( P e t e r s o n  C r e e k  o n  D o u g l a s  I s l a n d ,  A m a l g a  H a r b o r  a r e a  

m e a d o w s )  . . .

" E x t r e m e l y  s u i t a b l e  d u e  t o  e x t e n s i v e  u n f o r e s t e d  l a n d s  a n d  

b e a c h e s . . . "
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J u n e  2, 1 9 7 0

M r . M i k e  L e a c h  

D i v i s i o n  o f  Lar.cs 

D e p a r t m e n t  c f  N a t u r a l  R e s  

G o l d s t e i n  B u i l d i n g  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9  9 c  C l

c u r c e s

T33.2T M1/C3 !

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  s e l e c t i o n  c f  l a n d s  i n  

t h e  B e r n e r s  E a y - Z c h o  C o v e  a r e a .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  c f  F a s h  a n d  

G c lz ti0 w i s h e s  t o  c c  c n  i t  s c  c n  d e ls  n  e cru.ssnine t h e t  e " c x e e n  b s L c "  

c o n c e p t  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  C c w e s  C r e e k . T h i s  s y s t e m  s u p p o r t s  

a n  a n n u a l  r u n  o f  s i l v e r  a n d  c h u m  s a l m c n  p l u s  D o l l y  V a r d e n .

T h e  c r e e k  h a s  a  g r e a t  r e c r e a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  w h i c h  t h e  " g r e e n  

b e l t "  w i l l  h e l p  t o  p r o t e c t .  W e  w i l l  b e  h a p p y  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  

i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h i s  c o n c e p t .

W e  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s e e  a  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  

P o i n t  B r i d g e t .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  w o u l d  o f f e r  e x c e l l e n t  b e a c h  f i s h ­

i n g  p l u s  a n  u n s u r p a s s e d  s c e n i c  v i e w p o i n t .

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

c c  z B .  H i l l u k e :  

R. A n d r e w s

C .  R o s i e r

D .  S t r o d e

S i n c e r e l v  y o u r s ,

C ;
(  ̂ -is*/ .,
nice B l u m  / /i/ A
C h i e f ,  H a b i “‘
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3 e n a t o r  J i m D u n c a. n 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
Pouch 'v'
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 Si 1 4 / S / S 7

D e a r S e n a t o r  D u n c a n ,

i h i s i s  t o  c o n o r a t u 1 a t e  you t o r  y o u r  v i s  i o n »~i Df C D o e ! ri Ci ' . m ? r ' c i n t

The F e i n t  Et  i doe t P a r k  w o u l d  c o n o 1emen t t h e t s o r o u o n  pa;
t h a t  e x t e n d s  f r o m  S u n s h i n e  Cove t o  E r i d g e t  Coma a n c  t h e  tw o co s 
j o i n t l y  mana ged as a " W o r l d  C l a s s "  o a . I t  may be c 1 * r i c u 1 t ~ c 
seme m 1 a s a an s , s u r r o u n d e d  as we a r e  o y wi i c e r n e s s .  t o  v i s u a l  t z e 
a r e a  as a W o r l d  C l a s s  p a r k  b u t  cor. a i d e r  t h e r e  a r e * ew i ~ a n y  e a 
a c c e s s i b l e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s  o r  US N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  
much and so u a r r i e d  a w i l d  c o a s t .

tr. i

T h i s  h i s t o r i c  p l a c e  was named b y  C a p t .  Ge o r g e U & n c o u v e r  i n 17 9 S . 
p e r  n a p s  t o r  h i s m o t h e r , Er i dge t Be r n e r  s . Ju n e au peop 1e use t h e  a r  e a 
■for r e c r e a t i o n  and as o u r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  so d o e s  t h a t  u s e .

M a j o r  e x p e n d i  t unes- t o r  p a r k  deue 1 c p em e n t  w o u l d  n o t  be n e e d e d  or 
d e s i r e  a b l e  n o w .  The a r e a  h a s  a p o t e n t i a l  - f o r h i k i n g  a n d s k i  i n g  
t r a i l s ,  camp s i t e  s an d pe r h a p s  c m  e r  n i o h t  c a b i  n s t h a t  c o u I d  be 
d e v e l o p e d  s l o w l y  b y t h e  v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  do t h a t  s o r t  o t  
t h i n g .

I n  an i n c r e a s i n o l y  r e c r e a t i o n  o r i e n t e d  s o c i e t y  t h e  P o i n t  E r i d o e
S t a t e  P a r k  w i 11 we 1 
o t h e r  c a r t s  o t  A l a s  
commun i t i e s a r o u n d

se r  v ■=• t h e r e s i d e n t s  c f  J u n e a u ,  v i  s i t o r s  t r  
a and t o u r i s t s .  A l a s k a  i s  t h e e n v v  o t  
he w o r  1 d b e c a u s e  o t  o u r  oc a o r t u n  i t ' /  t c  d e c

cm

su ch w o n d e r f u l  w i l d  a r e a s  t o  p u b l i c  u s e .  L e t s  n o t  l e t  t hem down

— • , i
J am e s G . r i n g 
A l ask a F.e s i den t F o r ■( z. y  p  z



1 7 0 0  B r a n t  a R e  a d  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  ? ? S G 1 

A p r  i 1 8 . 1 9 3 7

S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  

P o u c h  'J

w u n e a u , Ai a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e  ar S e n  a t o r  D u n c  ar.:

I -favor t h e  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  a r e a  a s  a S t a t e  P a r k  a n d  u r c e  p a s s a o e  
o f  y o u r  S e n a t e  B i l l  ! c'0.

E r i r o e t S c a t e  ! an c • s i mrr.e d i a t e *  /  n o r  cn >_• f  r e ac n - r  c  r> t 
b v  t h e C i t y  a n c B o r o u g h  c -  J u r t - a u ,  An u p l a n d  b e a c h 

: - a : : on t h e E o r o u g n p r o p e r t y  c o u l d  be e x t e n d e d  t o  F e i n t  B r i d g e t  
m a k i n g  an e x c i t i n g  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  and p l a n n e d  
s y s t e m  o f  u p l a n d  b e a c h t r a i l s  i n  t h e  C i t y  a n c B o r c u g n .

A t r a i l  on t h i s  p r o p o s e d  p a r k  w o u l d  G i v e  f o o t  a c c e s s  t o  a 
b e a u t f u l  , w i l d  s t r e t c h  o f  c o a s t l  i n e  w h e r e  t h e v i e w  w e s t  a c r o s s -  
L yn n Cana l t o  t h e C h i l k a t  M o u n t a i n s ,  n o r t h  t o w a r d  H a i n e s ,  a c r o s s  
B e r n e r ' s  Bay and t h e m o u n t a i n s  t o  t h e  e a s t  p r o v i d e s  a p a n a r a m i c  
v i e w  t h a t  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r .  The meadows a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  Cowee 
C r e e k  w i t h  t h e i r  f l o w e r s ,  f i s h  i n  t h e  s t r e a m  and some o f  t h e b e s t  
b i r d  w a t c h i n g  i n t h e  B o r o u g h  a r e  a l s o  a v a l u a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  
o r o d e r  t y .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

/ / / . . ; /  :  /y jv '



M a r c h  21, 1987

S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n :

I w a s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  h e a r  c f  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  t o  c r e a t  t h e  D oinfc. 

B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k .  T h i s  a r e a  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  a  f a v o r i t e  o f  

m i n e  f o r  h i k i n g ,  X - c o u r . r r y  S k i i n g ,  b i r d  w a t c h i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g .

T h e  h a b i t a t  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m a r i n e ,  i n t e r t i d a 1 a n d  l a r g e  

e x p a n s e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  a n '  

f o r e s t  h a s  c r e a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a r e a s  f o r  b i r d s  i n  a l l  o

p a r t i c u l a r i l v  p r o d u c t i v e  b e c a u s e  c f  t h e  b e a v e r  c a m s  a n d  

s l o u c h s ,  s c a t t e r e d  s o r u c e ,  d e a d  s n a c s  a n d  a d ^ a c s r t  a^d * 3’"

a n d  c o t t c n w c c c  t r e e s .  I n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e s e  m e a d o w s  I u s u a l i v  

s e e  m e r e  a n d  a g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  c f  b i r d s  c h a r ,  e t h e r  a r e a s  i n  

u u n =  =  u. u n  ,p.-.r ̂ i c u l & r  i t  i e c. *  a  r  c  c  u i  v  s  t o  n a w x s ,  o  w . s a n u  

f a l c o n s ;  w c c c p e c k e r s ;  s n i p e  a n d  w a r b l e r s .  I s e e  m e r e  o f  

t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  b i r d s  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e .

T r a n s i t i o n  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  i n t e r t i d a l  a n c  f o r e s t  a r e  t h e  

a r e a s  w h e r e  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e b i r d s  n e s t .  M o s t  c f  t h i s  t y p e  

o f  h a b i t a t  h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  t h e  

M e n d e n h a l l  W e t l a n d s .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  K c w e e  C r e e k  m e a d o w s  

a r e  t h e  o n l y  e x t e n s i v e  n e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e s e  b i r d s  t h a t  

r e m a i n s  a l o n g  t h e  J u n e a u  r e a d  s y s t e m .

T h i s  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  m e a d o w s  I 

h a v e  s e e n  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  I n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k  I h a v e  g e n e  

x - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o n  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s .  T h e  

m e a d o w s  o f f e r  m i l e s  o f  m a r v e l o u s  s k i i n g . I n  o n e  s p o t  w e  

e s t i m a t e d  2 m i l e s  o f  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r e s t  a n d  s a l t w a t e r  

i n  o n e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e !  I l i k e  t h e  a r e a  b e c a u s e ,  i n  n o r m a l  

w i n t e r s  c f  r a i n  a n d  w a r m  w e a t h e r ,  y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  s k i  o n  t h e s e  

m e a d o w s  w h e r e a s  o t h e r  l o w l a n d  a r e a s  o f  J u n e a u  a r e  b a r e  o f  

s n o w .

I n  s u m m e r  t h e  w i l d f l o w e r s  a r e  g o r g e o u s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  m e a d o w s  

A n d ,  b u s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  a r e a  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  h i k e  a b o u t .  

F i s h i r . c  i n  t h e  r i v e r  i s  c c o d  f o r  D o l l y  V a r d e n  a n d  e c h o

I a:n c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t  c f  t h e  a r e a .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  

r o a d ,  c a m p g r o u n d , p i c n i c  a r e a s  e t c .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  u n i q u e  

v a l u e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  a r e  i t s  b i r d s  a n d  w i l d l i f e .  D e v e l o p m e n t  

c f  t h i s  s o r t  w o u l d ,  I f e e l ,  d i m i n i s h  t h e s e  v a l u e s  

c o n s i d e r a b l y .  W h y  n e t  d e v e l o p  t h e  a r e a  f o r  h i k i n g  a n d  re­

c o u n t  r y s k i i n g ?  R  i g n  t n o w  i t s  c  n 1 y  a b o u t  a o  r. e - n a 1 f

(!) 
l- tl 

0,
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March 25 , 1987
Senator J in  Duncun 
P.O. Boy. V 

Juneau, AK 99311

Dear Senator Duncan,

The Juneau Audubon S o c ie ty  su ppo r ts  your p ro p o s a l  f o r  the  
e s tab l ishm en t  o t Point B r id g e t  S t a te  Park (S.B. 190 ) . The d i v e r s i t y  o f  lands  
to  be in c lu d e d ,  ranging from beach to  c o a s t a l  w e tlands to  r ip a r i a n  h a b i t a t s  
and o ld  growth f o r e s t s  raakes the a rea  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i ta t  and 
human r e c r e a t i o n .

Th is  ana su rround ing a reas  are a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y  used fo r  r e c r e a t i o n  
by Juneau r e s id e n t s  and v i s i t o r s .  Tire Juneau Parks and R e c re a t io n  h ik ing  
group le a d s  h ik e s  th e re  and a w e l l  marked t r a i l  in the proposed park e x i s t s  
a long  Covee Creel:.

We agree tha t w ith  i t s  h igh p r o p o r t io n  o f  r e s id e n t s  that en joy  
ou tdoor r e c r e a t i o n ,  Juneau sh ou ld  have an easily a c c e s s i b l e  s t a t e  park.
We qu e s t io n  the l o g i c  .of a l l ow in g  hunting in  the Park. For s a f e t y  reasons 
hunting nay not be c om pa t ib le  w ith o th e r  forms o f  ou tdoor r e c r e a t i o n ,

ess than 3i'vJ0 a c re s  in  s iz e .

Si n c e r e ly ,
U o l i  Q o i o i a c k

Juuy H j . 1 A 1 abaci: 

Conservati on Chair

State Parks Advisory Board



Judith Entwifa

A iaski Minerals « Energy Resource Education Fund 
5525 Wooas Screes 
uu.ieeu , A icska  SpaOi

'•larch 25, 1987

Senator Jim Duncan 

P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99311 

Dear Mr. Duncan,

In thirteen years as a c‘.assrocm ceacner I have been cn tne leoxouc for 
rield trip sites to get my students first-hand experiences. Those sites 

need to meet the educational needs of the class and, of-course, to be 
I was celightec to hear of your till to establish a state 

as it :remises to be vusm so

Point Eria'gec with its many diverse habitats— the beae.o, the wet I and 
meadow, the salmon creek, small lake, even an eagle tree--in a compact 
area maxes an excellent sitefor outcoor eo-ucation. That sar.a diversity 
makes it a fascinating outing for local families and visiters, a place 
to beachwalk cr fish, to view eagles, black bear, waterfowl and v.'ildflowers 
or pick berries. The eventual construction of road and picnic area 
would make it more accessible to local student groups, families, and 
tourists. In the meantime, it will remain available to the hikers, hunters, 
and fishers who use it now. We'll know that we won't lose our spot 
at the end of the road to private development.

Thank you for the insight to recognize the value of a Point Bridget 
State Park and your efforts to make it happen.-

Si ncerelv,



B o x  1 5 1 2
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 2 0 2  
M a r c h  2 5 , 1 9 5 ?

H o n o r a b l e  Jim D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Bo x  7
j'ur.eau, A l a s k a  9 9 cll 

D e a r  Mr. Duncan,

I was e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s e d  to r e a d  i n  the E m p i r e  o f  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  f o r  
J u n e a u ' s  f i r s t  s t a t e  park, at  B r i d g e t  Feint." I s t r o n g l y  s u r e e r r  this 
w e l l - t i m e d  p r o p o s a l  f o r  the f o l l o w i n g  r easons:

1. E x t r e m e l y  s u i t a b l e  due to e x t e n s i v e  u n f o r e s t e d  l a n d s  a n d  b e a c h e s =
2. O t h e r  J u n e a u  r o a d - s y s t e m  r i v e r m o u t h  m e a d o w s  e i t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  ( S w i t z e r  

Creek), or  l a r g e l y  i n  p r i v a t e  h a n d s  ( P e t e r s e n  C r e e k  on D o u g l a s  Island,
A m  a l g a  H ^ . b o r  a r e a  m e a d o w s ) .

3. E x c e l l e n t  w i l d l i f e .  U p p e r  meadcv/s o u t s t a n d i n g  b l a c k  b e a r  h a b i t a t ,  
W a t a r b i r d s  o n  c r e e k - m c u t h  flats, w a t e r f o w l  c n  s l o u g h s  m i d w a y  up creek,
H u n t b a c k  W h a l e s  (I !ve seen) v e r y  c l ose inshore.

II yocrn -L -e /->,• ~ — r- -Po-* — ~ i  "C 5 — £ i---- v -  — V/' 1 r - r ~

S o m e  e x i s t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  ( m a r k e d  c n  a t t a c h e d  map):
'cis'H w ’ ■‘■r. crriT'T b u t  l a r s e — d i a m e t e r  trees, f o r e s t  i m n >'es —

ro a d  s y s t e m )  o n  h i l l s i d e .
5. U n m a r k e d  but g o o d  t rail a l o n g  east side o f  C o w e e  Creek, j o i n i n g  

jld r o a d  a c r o s s  m e a d o w .
6. U n m a r k e d  b u t  g o o d  ( t h ough v e r y  m u d d y )  t r a i l  b e g i n n i n g  in  m u s k e g  

a b o v e  w e s t  side of C o w e e  Creek, d e a d - e n d i n g  p a r t w a y  a c r o s s  m e a d o w .  B o t h  
trails n e e d e d  s i n c e  c r e e k  too d e e p  to c r o s s  c o m f o r t a b l y .

7. Old t r a m w a y  route, e a s y  to f o l l o w  t h o u g h  b r u s h y .  B u t  e n d s  are h a r d  
to find. I l o c a t e d  s o u t h  p a r t  b y  b u s h w a c k i n g  b e h i n d  c a b i n s  a t  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  B r i d g e t  Cove; did n e t  fi n d  o t h e r  end w h i l e  w a l k i n g  (marshy) 
w e s t  edge o f  C o w e e  M e a d o w .

S. O l d  t r a i l  f r c n  n o r t h  end o f  B r i d g e t  Cove, w e s t  to p o i n t  just n o r t h  
of M a b  Island, e x t r e m e l y  rugged, b r u shy, a n a  h a r d  to follow; t h e n  n c r t h  
to n o r t h m o s t  cove ( w i t h i n  p r o p o s e d  park), l o v e l y  a n d  e a s y  to follow.

By c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  the B o r o u g h  o n  the south, g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  c f  w a y  
and b r u s h i n g  old trails, a n d  b u i l d i n g‘n e w  s e g m e n t s  and r e s t o r i n g  b r i d g e  
a c r o s s  C o w e e  Creek, the S t a t e  c o u l d  r e a d i l y  c r e a t e  a s p l e n d i d  t r a i l  
system. I r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  sites be p l a c e d  o n  the u p l a n d s  or 
e a s t  of C o w e e  Creek, s i n c e  the m e a d o w s  w e s t  of the c r e e k  c a n  be q u i t e  wet.

S i n c e r e l y  yours, 

s O  • V I V  'h I

R i c h a r d  J. G o r d o n  
cc: S t a t e  P a r k s  A d v i s o r y  B e a r d  "I

•S 1 w a t e r

r y c l o s e

s h o n * ■' - r

rr.ers Ba;

. r k e d  c n  ;

>rt b u t  li
»*r
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P r e s e n t e d  b y :  T h e  M a n a g e r

I n t r o d u c e d :  0 4 / 2 0 / 3 7

D r a f t e d  b y :  3 . J . 3 .

R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A

S e r i a l  N o .  1 2 3 4

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  C I T Y  A N D  3 0 R 0 U G H  O F  JTJNEAU 

I N  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  T H E  P R O P O S E D  P O I N T  B R I D G E T  

S T A T E  P A R K .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  a r e a  h a v e

d e m o n s t r a t e d  a h i g h  l e v e l  . o f  i n t e r e s t  in p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  

o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  S e n a t e  3 i l l  No. 1 9 0  a n d  H o u s e  3 i l l  N o .  2 1 0 ,  b o t h  

o f  w h i c h  r e l a t e  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k  

o n  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d s  o n  P o i n t  B r i d g e t ,  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  

t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  h a s  e x c e l l e n t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e  

f o r  h i k i n g ,  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  n a t u r e  

s t u d y ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  p a r k

w i l l  s e r v e  to p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  s c e n i c  

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  t h e  

a r e a  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  p a r k  is 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  u s e  e n v i s i o n e d  f o r  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  

f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  c i t y - b o r o u g h  r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  " J u n e a u  A r e a  

R e c r e a t i o n  P l a n , ” J u n e  1 9 8 2 ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  p a r k  a b u t s  c e r t a i n  c i t y  a n d  

b o r o u g h  l a n d  t h a t  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  J u n e a u  o p e n  s p a c e  a n d  p a r k

s y s t e m  e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  to O r d i n a n c e  8 5 - 7 6 a x u ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  n o  s t a t e  p a r k  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  

a r e a  t h a t  is a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  p a r k  

w i l l  c o m p l e m e n t  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  a b u t t i n g  c i t y  a n d  

b o r o u g h  l a n d s  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  E c h o  C o v e  b o a t

l a u n c h  a r e a ;



N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  

C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A :

1. T h a t  t h e  A s s e m b l y  s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 9 0  a n d  

E o u s e  B i l l  N o .  2 1 0 ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  p r o p o s e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f

t h e  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y

2 , 7 5 8  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  o n  P o i n t  B r i d g e t .

2. T h a t  t h e  A s s e m b l y  u r g e s  t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  190  a n d

H o u s e  3 i l l  N o .  2 1 0  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e

r e a s o n a b l e  r i g h t  o f  d e v e l o p e d  a c c e s s  t o  e x i s t i n g  p r i v a t e  i n ­

h o l d i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  p a r k ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i m p r o v e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  

p a r k .

3. E f f e c t i v e  D a t e . T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  a d o p t i o n .

A d o p t e d  t h i s  2 0 t h  d a y  o f  A p r i l ,  1 9 8 7 .

A t t e s t :

- 2 - Res. 1234



400  Willoughby Avenue 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

rate Parks 
AdYisoru Board

Point. 3 r i d g e t  S t a t s  P a r k  P r o p o s a l  

A  S u m m a r v

N E E D  F O R  PT. 3 R I D G Z T  S T A T E  P A S S :

— Pt. 3 r i d g e t  h a s  o u t s t a n d i n g  p a r k  q u a l i t i s s .
— P t .  B r i d g e t  is t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  l a r g e  a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  p a r c e l  o f  

s t a t e  l a n d  i n  J u n e a u  w i t h  p a r k  p o t e n t i a l .
— T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  s t a t e  p a r k  i n  S o u t h e a s t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  H a i n e s .
— S t a t s  p a r k  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y .

R E C R E A T I O N A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A T  P T .  B R I D G E T :

— B i r d s  a r r i v e  i n  g r e a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m a r i n e ,  

i n t e r t i d a l ,  a n a  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t ,
— B e a r  v i e w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f  a n y  a r e a  i n  J u n e a u .

— F i s h i n g  f o r " s a l m o n  a n d  D o l l y  V a r d e n  is a v a i l a b l e  i n  C o w e e  C r e e k .

— H i k i n g ,  p i c n i c k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  c a m p i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  

e t c .  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  s u m m e r .
- - C r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  a t  s e a  l e v e l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  l o n g  

a f t e r  s n o w  h a s  l e f t  o t h e r  l o w  l e v e l s .

P T .  3 R I D G E T  D E T A I L S

— H i g h w a y  a c c e s s  a b o u t  40 m i l e s  f r o m  d o w n t o w n  n e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

G l a c i e r  H i g h w a y .
— 2 , 7 5 3  a c r e s  i n  p a r k  p r o p o s a l .
— L a n d s  i n c l u d e  i n t e r t i d a l  m e a d o w s ,  8 Q 0 f o o t  t r e e  c o v e r e d  h i l l s ,  a  

s m a l l  f r e s h w a t e r  l a k e ,  C o w e e  C r e e k ,  v i e w p o i n t  b l u f f s  a l o n g  L y n n  

C a n a l ,  s h o r e l i n e  a l o n g  B e r n e r s  3 a v .

C O S T S  F O R  P R O P O S E D  P A R K

— N o  f i s c a l  n o t e s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b i l l s .

— M o d e s t  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  m i g h t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r  

i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .



P O I N T  3 R I D G Z T  S T A T E  P A R K  

A  P R O P O S A L

A  S T A T S  P A R K  F O R  J U N E A U :

A l t h o u g h  s t a t e  p a r k s  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  n o n e  
e x i s t  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  I n  f a c t  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  p a r k  i n  S o u t h e a s t  

A l a s k a  i s  t h e  C h i l k a t  S t a t e  P a r k  i n  H a i n e s .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k  
s y s t e m  c o n t a i n s  3 , L I S , 9 5 5  a c r e s  c f  l a n d .  T h e  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n

m a n a g e s  9 4 , 7 0 4  a c r e s  o f  p a r k  l a n d s  5 0 6  o f  w h i c h  a r e  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  

D i s t r i c t .

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  c i t y  a n d  b o r o u g h  a n d  N a t i v e  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n s  h a v e  
t a k e n  l a n d  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  p o s s i b l e  s t a t e  

p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  t h r o u g h o u t  J u n e a u  
w i t h  h i g h  p a r k  p o t e n t i a l ,  d e c l i n i n g  s c a r e  r e v e n u e s  m a k e  p u r c h a s e  o f  

t h e s e  l a n d s  a n  i m p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  l a r g e  a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  p a r c e l  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  i n  

J u n e a u  w i t h  p a r k  p o t e n t i a l  is l o c a t e d  a t  Pt .  B r i d g e t .  A l t h o u g h  
m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t ,  t h e  l a n d  h a s  n o  

s t a t u s  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  i t  f r o m  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c h a t  w o u l d  

n e g a t e  i t s  p a r k  p o t e n t i a l .

T h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  P t .  B r i d g e t  l a n d  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  

r e c o g n i z e d .  I n  1 9 7 0  t h e  C h i e f  o f  H a b i t a t  D e v e l o p m e n t , D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w r o t e  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  

s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  B e r n e r s  B a y - E c h o  C o v e  a r e a .  J o e  3 l u m  w r o t e ,
" T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i s h e s  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  a s  r e q u e s t i n g  
t h a t  a  " g r e e n  b e l t "  c o n c e p t  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  C o w e e  C r e e k . .. W e  w o u l d  

a l s o  l i k e  t o  s e e  a  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  d ' e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  P o i n t  3 r i d g e t .  
T h e  l o c a t i o n  w o u l d  o f f e r  e x c e l l e n t  b e a c h  f i s h i n g  p l u s  a n  u n s u r p a s s e d  

s c e n i c  v i e w p o i n t . "

I n  a d d i t i o n , t w o  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  H o u s e  a n d  

S e n a t e  to  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p a r k ,  t h e  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  
J u n e a u  A r e a  S t a t e  P a r k s  A d v i s o r y  3 o a r d  a s  a  p r i m e  p a r k  s i t e  s i n c e  

1 9 3 4 ,  a n d  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o p o s a l .

C r e a t i o n  o f  J u n e a u ' s  f i r s t  s t a t e  p a r k  a t  Pt. B r i d g e t  i s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  
f o r  f u t u r e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .  A s  d e m a n d s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  g r o w  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p a r k  a r e a s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e .



C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  OF PT. 3 R I D G E T

T h e  p r o c o s e d  Pt. 3 r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k  c o n t a i n i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 , 7 3 3  
a c r e s ,  is a b o u t  40 m i l e s  f r o m  d o w n t o w n  J u n e a u  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d .

— S u r r o u n d i n g  L a n d :

T h e  p r o p o s e d  p a r k  l a n d s  a r e  b o r d e r e d  c n  t h e  n o r t h  b y  B e r n e r s  B a y  

a p o p u l a r  w a t e r ,  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  f i s h i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  
p r o p o s e d  f o r  l o g g i n g ;  o n  t h e  e a s t  b y  N a t i v e  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  
c o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d ,  a n d  t h e  E c h o  C o v e  w a t e r  a c c e s s  p o i n t  to 3 e r n e r s  
B a y ;  o n  t h e  w e s t  b y  L y n n  C a n a l ;  a n d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  b y  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  

o f  J u n e a u  l a n d  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  o p e n  s p a c e .

T h e r e  a r e  s e m e  p r i v a t e  i n h c l d i n g s  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a  t h e  l a r g e s t  c f  

w h i c h  is a c h u r c h - o w n e d  E c h o  B a y  3 i b l e  C a m p .  Ncr.e o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  
t h i s  p r o p o s a l  is i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  t i m b e r  s a l e  a t  B e r n e r s  B a y .

— H a b i t a t  F e a t u r e s :

T h e  P t .  B r i d g e t  a r e a  e n c o m p a s s e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  h a b i t a t  f e a t u r e s .  O n e  
o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  is a n  u p l i f t e d  t i d e i a n d  t h a t  is r a r e l y  
s u b m e r g e d .  C o w e e  C r e e k  m e a n d e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t i d e i a n d  m e a d o w  a n d  

s u p p o r t s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w i l d l i f e .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  o n l y  t h r e e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i d e n t i f i e d  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e  b i r d  a r e a s  

o n  t h e  J u n e a u  r o a d  s y s t e m .  3 e a r s  a r e  s e e n  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k .  B e a v e r s  

h a v e  b u i l t  a  n e t w o r k  o f  d a m s  a n d  r e s u l t i n g  p o n d s .  D o l l y  V a r c e n  a n d  

s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  s a l m o n  a r e  f o u n d  i n  C o w e e  C r e e k .  T h e  m e a d o w s  a l s o  
o f f e r  a c o l o r f u l  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  w i l d f l o w e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  b l o o m i n g  s e a s o n  

i n c l u d i n g  s h o o t i n g  s t a r s , l u p i n e ,  c o l u m b i n e ,  a n d  w i l d  i r i s .

— T e r r a i n  F e a t u r e s :

T h e  L y n n  C a n a l  s h o r e l i n e ,  o n  t h e  e a s t ,  i s  r u g g e d  w i t h  r o c k y  c l i f f s  
t h a t  p r o v i d e  s w e e p i n g  p a n o r a m a s  o f  t h e  C h i k a t  M o u n t a i n s , 3 e r n e r s  B a y  

a n d  t h e  c o a s t a l  m o u n t a i n s  t o  t h e  e a s t .

T h e  3 e r n e r s  B a y  s h o r e l i n e ,  o n  t h e  n o r t h ,  p r o v i d e s  n o r m a l  b e a c h  
w a l k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  P t .  3 r i d g e t .  N e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  
m e a d o w  a n  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  b e r m  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  a r e a  f r o m  t h e  

b e a c h .

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  w o o d e d  a c r e a g e  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p a r k .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  h i l l s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  8 0 0  f e e t ,  a n d  a s m a l l

l a k e  a t  a b o u t  3 0 0  f e e t .

C u r r e n t l y  t r a i l  a c c e s s  e x i s t s  a l o n g  C o w e e  C r e e k .  O t h e r ,  t r a i l s  a l s o

e x i s t  i n c l u d i n g  a n  o l d e r  t r a m  t r a i l .



O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a b o u n d  in t h i s  a r e a  f o r  o u t d o o r  e n t h u s i a s t s  o f  a i l  

a g e s .  T h i s  is o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  a r e a s  i n  J u n e a u  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  

s o  m a n y  v a r i e d  u s e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

- - B e a r  V i e w i n g :  T h i s  is g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  as t h e  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y

f o r  b e a r  s i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  a r e a .

— B i r d  W a t c h i n g :  T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m a r i n e ,  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  m e a d o w

a r e a s  h a s  c r e a t e d  o n e  o f  S o u t h e a s t ' s  b e s t  a r e a s  f o r  b i r d s .

—  F i s h i n g :  D o l l y  V a r d e n ,  s i l v e r  a n d  c h u m  s a l m o n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n

C c w e e  C r e e k . .

— S u m m e r  U s e :  T h e  a r e a  o f f e r s  t y p i c a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s u c h  a s  h i k i n g ,  p i c n i c k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  a p r o f u s i o n  

o f  f l o w e r s ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  c a m p i n g ,  a n d  h u n t i n g .

— W i n t e r  U s e :  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  c o o l e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  t h i s  

a r e a  s n o w  f o r  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  r e m a i n s  a t  s e a  l e v e l  l o n g  

a f t e r  i t  h a s  g e n e  f r o m  l o w e r  e l e v a t i o n s  i n  J u n e a u .

- - E d u c a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t i e s :  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e c o s y s t e m s  

w i t h i n  o n e  a r e a  p r o v i d e s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  f o r u m  f o r  s t u d y  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n  

a n d  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  b y  s u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s e a  
w e e k ,  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  h i k e s  a n d  o u t d o o r  p r o g r a m s ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  

a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  c l a s s e s .

A  3 I R D  V I E W I N G  A R E A  O F  U N U S U A L  D I M E N S I O N S :

Th*_ F t .  3 r i d g e t  a r e a  i s  o n l y  1 o f  3 a r e a s  o f  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e  b i r d  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o n  t h e  J u n e a u  r o a d  s y s t e m  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e .

T h e  " A l a s k a  H a b i t a t  M a n a g e m e n t  G u i d e - S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n "  p r o d u c e d  b y  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  d i v i s i o n  o f  H a b i t a t  i n  1 9 3 6  i d e n t i f i e d  s h o r e b i r d s  

t h a t  m i g h t  b e  s e e n :  " T h e  s h o r e b i r d  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  
s e r a i p a l n a t e d  a n d  b l a c k - b e l l i e d  p l o v e r s ,  g r e a t e r  a n d  l e s s e r  

y e l l c w l e g s ,  s p o t t e d ,  l e a s t ,  w e s t e r n ,  p e c t o r a l ,  a n d  r o c k  s a n d p i p e r s ,  
d u n l i n ,  s h o r t - b i l l e d  d o w i t c h e r ,  c o m m o n  s n i p e ,  b l a c k  c u r n s t o n e ,  

r s d - * n e c k e d  p n a i a r o p e ,  a n d  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e . "

T h e  b o o k  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  w a t e r f o w l  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  s e e n :

" T h e  d u c k  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  m a l l a r d ,  n o r t h e r n  p i n t a i l ,  

g r e e n - w i n g e d  a n d  b l u e - w i n g e d  t e a l s ,  n o r t h e r n  s h o v e l e r , A m e r i c a n  

w i d g e o n ,  g r e a t e r  a n d  l e s s e r  s c a u p s ,  c o m m o n  a n d  3 a r r o w ‘s g o l d e n e y e s ,  
b u f f l e h e a d ,  o i d s a u a w ,  h a r l e q u i n ,  b l a c k ,  w h i t e - w i n g e d  s c o t e r s ,  a n d  

c o m m o n , r e d - b r e a s t e d ,  a n d  h o o d e d  m e r g a n s e r s .  G e e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  
V a n c o u v e r  a n d  d u s k y  C a n a d a ,  g r e a t e r  w h i t e - f r o n t e d ,  a n d  s n o w  g o o s e .  

S w a n s  i n c l u d e  t r u m p e t e r  a n d  t u n d r a  s w a n . "



T h e r e  is a t  l e a s t  o n e  i d e n t i f i e d  e a g l e  n e s t i n g  s i t e  n e a r  t h e  p o i n t .

N E E D  F O R  A  S T A T E  P A R K  I N  J U N E A U  

— J u n e a u  h a s  n o  S t a t e  P a r k :

T h e  l a c k  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  B o r o u g h  w a s  r e c o g n i s e d  i n  a 
i 9 7 7  c i t v  a n d  b o r o u c h  " C o r a o r e h e n s r v e  P a r k  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  S y s t e m  

P l a n . "

They d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  o f  S o u t h e a s t  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  32 
a c r e s  o f  p a r k  l a n d / 1 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a n d  n o n e  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  B o r o u g h .  T h i s  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  1 , 0 7 7  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s / 1 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  3 9 5  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s / 1 , 0 0 0  i n  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  

3 , 3 C 0  a c r e s / 1 , 0 0 0  s t a t e w i d e .

T h e  r e p o r t ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  s a i d , "  I t  is e v i d e n t  b y  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  p a r  
c a p i t a  p a r k  a c r e a g e  i n  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  c f  t h e  s t a t e  to t h e  C i t y  a n d  

3 o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  t h a t  t h e r e  is a s u b s t a n t i a l  l a c k  o f  p a r k  l a n d  i n 
J u n e a u .  C n  t h i s  b a s i s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  
f u l f i l l  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y  a c q u i r i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  r e g i o n a l  p a r k s  

w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  J u n e a u  t h a t  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  n o r m a l  m e a n s  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t w o  t o  t h r e e  h o u r s . "  Pt. B r i d g e t  i s  l e s s  t h a n  

a n  h o u r  b y  c a r  f r o m  d o w n t o w n  J u n e a u .

" S t a t e  p a r k s  s h o u l d  b e  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  b a l a n c e d  o n  a r e g i o n a l  b a s i s  

to p r o v i d e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  n a t u r a l  a r e a s  f o r  u s e  b y  n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t s  a s 
w e l l  a s  b y  v i s i t o r s . "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  " A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k  S y s t e m :  
S t a t e w i d e  F r a m e w o r k "  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 2 .

T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  p l a n  w h i c h  s t u d i e d  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  u s e r s  i n  
A l a s k a  is O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n :A l a s k a ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 6 ,  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n .  S t a t i s t i c s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  p l a n  
s h o w  t h a t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  10 o f  23 

c a t a g o r i e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e  is o n l y  7% o f  t h e  s t a t e s  

r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t r a i l s  l o c a t e d  h e r e .  F i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  

c a m p i n g ,  a n d  h i k i n g  a r e  a l l  i d e n t i f i e d  a m o n g  m o s t  p o p u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

f o r  S o u t h e a s t  r e s i d e n t s .

— J u n e a u ' s  I n t e r e s t  i n  P a r k s  i s  H i g h :

T h e  1 9 7 5  J'un e a u  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  S y s t e m  P l a n  

r e p o r t e d ,  " U s e  o f  r e g i o n a l  p a r k s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w a s  f o u n d  to b e  f r o m  
1 0 0  p e r c e n t  t o  3 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  t h e  ' a v e r a g e '  

c o m m u n i t y ."



r e c r e a t i o n  h a s  n o t  d i m i n i s h e d  in r e c e n t  y e a r s .  I n  1 3 3 2  t h e  J u n e a u  

A r e a  R e c r e a t i o n  P l a n  i d e n t i f i e d  n u m e r o u s  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s  

a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  h i g h  d e m a n d  b y  J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s .

A m o n g  t h e  p r i o r i t y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b y  t h e  p l a n  w e r e  c o a s t a l  p a r k s  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n  b e a c h e s  a l o n e  t h e  G l a c i e r  H i g h w a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r e a s  

a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d  i n  t h e  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  a r e a .  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t r a r i  

a c c e s s  t o  t h e  l a k e  a t  P o i n t  3 r i d g e t  a r e a  a n d  s t o c k i n g  t h e  l a k e  w i t h  

t r o u t  w e r e  b o t h  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  i m p o r t a n t  f u t u r e  r e c r e a t i o n  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .

M o r e  r e c a n t  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e s  to t h e  c i t y ' s  b u d g e t  s u r v e y  f u r t h e r  a d d  

t o  t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  d e m a n d  f o r  q u a l i t y  o u t d o o r  

r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  in t h e  J u n e a u  a r e a .

- - J u n e a u  R e s i d e n t s  A r e  A c t i v e  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n i s t s

I n  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  S u r v e y ,  c o n d u c t e d  in 1 9 7 9 ,  3 4 %  c f  t h e  s u r v e y  

r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e r e  a 

p r i n c i p l e  r e a s o n  f o r  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  t h a t  s u r v e y ,  

b e a c h c o m b i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  a n d  w a l k i n g  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  7 5 %  o f  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  F i s h i n g  w a s  
m e n t i o n e d  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  o f  a l l  r e s p o n s e s  a s  t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  

J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s  w a n t e d  t o  d o  m o r e  o f t e n .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  w e r e  s u m m a r i z e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 2  J u n e a u  A r e a  

R e c r e a t i o n  P l a n  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s :  " T h e  p r e d o m i n a n t

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e s e  p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  

o n  r e l a t i v e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  n a t u r a l  a r e a s ,  a b u n d a n t  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  

m a r i n e  a c c e s s ,  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a n  u n c r c w d e d ,  o r  d i s p e r s e d ,
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STEVE COWPEH, COVER N O R

DER\RTM E>'T  OF NATURAL RESOURCES ■100 WILLOUGHBY AVF_ 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 59801-1706 
PHONE: 1907) J65-24C0

O F F IC E  O F T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R

A p r i l  15, 1 9 8 7

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  

C h a i r ,  S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S u b j e c t ; S e n a t e  B i l l  1 9 0 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  P o i n t  

B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k .

P o s i t i o n : U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  i s  u n a b l e  t o  t a k e  a  p o s i t i o n  o n  S e n a t e  

B i l l  1 9 0 .  A  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p a r k  

i s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  p o o l  o f  l a n d  p r o p o s e d  

f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  p e n d i n g  l i t i g a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  S t a t s  o f  A l a s k a  ( s e e  a t t a c n e u  

d o c u m e n t ) .

B a c k g r o u n d : T h e  p r o p o s e d  l i t i g a t i o n  s e t t l e m e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g

t h e  p r o p o s e d  p o o l  o f  l a n d )  is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d  b y  

t h e  p u b l i c .  C o m m e n t s  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d  t h r o u g h  M a y  13, 1 9 8 7 ,  

a n d  w i l l  b e  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  b e f o r e  a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o n  

t h e  l a n d  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p o o l  i s  m a d e .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : W e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  p u b l i c

t e s t i m o n y  c o n c e r n i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 9 0  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  r e c o r d  f o r  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  l a n d  p o o l .

A  S t a t e  P a r k  s h o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  A l a s k a ' s  c a p i t a l  c i t y  

a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  b i l l ' s  s p o n s o r  a n d  

t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a S t a t e  P a r k  

i n  J u n e a u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

| ^ n - C o m m i s s i o n e r

A t t a c h m e n t

c c :  S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  3 i ! l  H u d s o n  

S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  
G e o r g e  S u l l i v a n1Q..9LH R o d  S w o p e
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CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
_  SB 150F o r  B i l l/Reso lu t ion  N o .  I________

100 - $20.0 f o r  hal f - t ime Park Ranger, Range 14 (E x i s t i n g po s i c i c n , c u r r e n t l y  funded
f o r on l y 5 months per yea r . )

200 -  - f l -

300 -  $1.0 Mi leage f o r t r a ve l to and. f rom park s i t e .

1(00 -  $2.0 Suppl i es f o r vo l un t ee r s to develop access t r a i l s  to park.

5C0 -  $2.0 Equipment f o r  vo l un t ee r s to develop access t r a i l s  to park .

The Park Ranger would superv i se the vo l un t ee r s and a s s i s t  them in deve ioo ing access
t r a i l s  to the park . OerinerJ access r ou t es 'wou ld help to preven t t resspass cn p r i v a t e  
p r o pe r t y ad jacen t to the park .
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STATE OF ALASKA 
DIVISION OF LAND AflO WATER MANAGEMENT 

PRELIMINARY DECISION 
riGL 222456

I. Introduction

The action being considered 1n this preliminary decis ion  is the designation 
and conveyance of certa in  lands and in te res t  1n land to the University  c f  
Alaska t ru s t  to replace seven parcels o f  University  grant land (Appendix A) 
se lected  by the M unicipality c f  Anchorage under former AS 23.13.206.

This action *111 s e t t le  pending l i t ig a t io n :  Un iversity  of Alaska v.
Munic ipa l 1 try o f Anchorage, et a l ., (Alaska Supreme Court ;<as. U io  ana
Ta^o/ anc un ivers ity  or Ajasxa '/. State of Alaska, at a l . ,  (Alaska Sucarior 
Court, case no. jAit-oo-14/64 C i v . ; .  .-urtnar, conveyance of land and
in te re s t  in land to the University  approximately equal 1n value to the
lands previously conveyed to the Municipality  is authorized by former AS 
23.1S.2QS and AS 23.OS.310.

I I .  3ackgnund

The Municipal Entitlement A ct as amended, former AS 23.I2.2CS, enabled the 
M unicipality  of Anchorage to s e le c t  Un ivers ity  land in partial fu l f i l lm en t  
of I t s  land en titlem ent. The leg is la tu re  by th is  same a ct  d irected  the 
Department to replace this Un iversity  grant land with replacement land of 
approximately equal value.

The U n ivers ity ,  the M unicipa lity , and the State have been involved in a 
dispute over * th is  land since at least 1373. T ie  sayen parcels were
acquired by the S ta te  under the Congressional Act o f  1323 in t ru s t  for the 
U n ivers ity .  Tn 1379, the parcels were selected  by the Municipality and 
were approved for conveyance to the Municipality by the State in 1S3Q and 
1986 d e c is io n s .  Previous attempts to reach an agreement between the 
M unicipa lity , the Un iversity  and the State to resolve the dispute have
fa i le d .

In 1985, the Un ivers ity  challenged the S ta te 's  transfer  o f the seven 
parcels to the M unicipality  as a v io la t ion  o f the Congressional Act of
1929. The Superior Court found in favor o f the Municipality  and the
State* The issue 1s on appeal before the Alaska Supreme Court (Un ivers ity  
v. M unicipa lity , c i te d  above). Cn November 25, 1386, the M unicipality  and 
the State reached agreement se t t l in g  the M unicipa lity 's  claims under former 
AS 29.13. The Un ivers ity  challenged that agreement (Un ivers ity  v. Stata, 
c i ted  above) 1n an e f fo r t  to preserve possible replacement lands. The 
Un iversity  and the State then again began discussions to s e t t le  the issue 
o f  replacement land.

I I I .  Authority for the Preliminary Oecision

On Qecamoer 13, 1986, the State and the Un iversity  signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to attempt to s e t t le  th is  disputa (Appendix 3 ). This 
preliminary decis ion 1s cons is ten t with the terms o f that Memorandum or 
Understanding, with former AS 29.i3.2Q6 and with AS 23.05.310. Notice o f



th is  preliminary decision and an opportunity for public comment will
given under AS 28.05.3*15,

IV, Pncosad Action

A. Value of seven parcels In Anchorage

As provided in the Memorandum af Understanding, appraisals of the 
seven parcels 1n Anchorage have been dene under appraisal 
in s tru ct ions  aDoroved by bath the State and the University 
( In d u ced  In Appendix 3). The value o f tne seven parcels which 
have been approved for conveyance to the M unicipality  has baan 
established as $24,732,00(3 for purposes of this settlement. 7ha 
University has acceotec th is  valuation. A fter  fu l l  consideration 
o f  a ll the c i roomstancas relevant hereto, I believe that 
settlement of tn is matter based cn th is  valuation amount is in 
the bast in terests  c f  the State. The appraisals of the seven 
parcels are available for public review.

3. Replacement land peel

As provided in the Memorandum o f ’ Understanding, the University  
ana the State have agreed to the id e n t i f i ca t io n  o f parcals c f  
S ta te  land shewn in Appendix C fo r  the replacement land pool. 
7nis pool includes parcels presently under sale con tra cts  which 
are referred to as Subdivision Mortgage Areas. All parcels are 
l i s te d  in p r io r i ty  order for  conveyance and w ill  be sub ject  to 
v lid  existing r ig h ts .  Appendix 0 l i s t s  the proposed replacement 
land pool with intra-agency comments s o l i c i t e d  by the Division of 
Land and Water Management. Appendix 0 includas information which 
w ill  be considered as part o f public and agency review pursuant 
to AS 28.05,945.

Far the Subdivision Mortgage Areas, the State would convey to the 
University  the land sub je ct  to the land sa le - co n tra c ts ,  and the 
land sale  con tracts  would be transferred  to the University
e f f e c t iv e  January 1, 1988. The Un ivers ity  would then be
responsible for administering the con tracts  and passing t i t l e  to 
purchasers as con tra c ts  are paid o f f .  Througn December 31, 1387 
all proceeds resulting  from these contracts  would accrue to the 
State. However, for purposes of ca lcu la t in g  the value of the 
contracts  to be subtracted from the value o f  the former
University lands, the remaining principal on the contracts  would
be ca lcu la ted  as of the c lose  o f business Wednesday, Feoruary 13, 
1387. In the event that a con tract  is  paid o f f  p r io r  to Cacamoar 
31, 1987, the payment will ba received for  tha benefit of tha 
Univers ity , and the State w ill  retain only the principal portions 
of payments which would otherwise have been mada in 1387. In tha 
event that a co n tra c t  is relinquished or tarminated prior  to 
December 21, 1987, tha State will convey to the Univarsity  the 
land which had bean suojeco to the con tra ct .

Preliraln a r y  Decision

Page 2



Prelirainary Decision
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Parcel p r io r ity  20, Cape Yskataaa Is limicad to timber r lgo t: 
cn ly . Parcals c la s s i f ie d  as agricu ltu re  would be conveyed 
subject to tbs provisions of AS 23.05.221.

At a special meeting c f  the University  o f  Alaska Hoard of ".agents 
on February 21, 1537, tiie Soard accestad the replacement land 
pcoi loen tif ied  in Appendix C for purposes of tnis settlement.

I have reached tha preliminary decision that the replacement pool 
is acceptable for purposes of se t t l in g  the pending l i t ig a t io n .

C. Replacement Prccass

The parcels in tha replacement land pool are l is ted  in p r io r i ty  
o f conveyance. These lanes w ill  be aooraised pursuant to 
asc’-aisal instruct ions  agreed to by tha University  and tne State 
(Aocandix 5), To replace tne Anchorage p a rce ls , lands of 
approximate equal value to tne atove value o f tne seven Anchorage 
parcels will be conveyed to tne Un ivers ity . I f  additional land 
is necessary to accomplish th is ,  the Un iversity  w ill  nominate 
additional, mutually acceptable lends and the Department w ill  
issue another preliminary decision for these lands.

D. Mineral Order

Only the surface estate of tha parcels id e n t i f ied  in Appendix C 
w il l  be conveyed to the University . The intent of tha Un ivers ity  
land t ru s t  is to provide a long term stable source c f  revenue for 
benefit  o f the Un ivers ity . This Includes s ig n i f i ca n t  surface 
uses which would be incompatible with mining. Therefore, under 
the authority  o f AS 33.05,135(a), I prcpjse to c lo se  those lands 
to  be conveyed to the University  which are not already closed to 
1 ocatable mineral entry.

V. 3est In te res t  Determination

I have considered the requirements of former AS 29.13.206, AS 23.05.310, 
and AS 33.05.035(2), the s ta te 's  general tru s t  re sp on s ib i l i t ie s  to the 
U n ivers ity , tne Memorandum o f  Understanding dated Qeca.mber 13, 1236 and the 
advantages of se t t l in g  pending l i t ig a t io n .  Eased on the knowledge and 
information we have at th is  time, i t  is my decision that the proposed 
action described herein is in the S ta te 's  best in te res t .

VI. Public  Comment

As required by the Alaska Constitu tion  and AS 28.05.345, na action under AS 
28.05.025(e) can be final until a fte r  the public has had an opportunity to 
review and comment. Comments w ill  be accepted from the public i f  received
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S u b j e c t  t o  t h a  previsions c f  A S  23.05.343, r c o i c a  is her e b y  g i v e n  t h a t  t h a  

n o  c f  N a tural Fsscuroes {-agarrrsut; proposes to n c a s i g n z t s  (under

A S  23.12.206), c c n v a y  (under AS 23.05.2 1 0 ( a ) ) cs:

s o z t e  l a n d  t o  t h a  U h i v s r s i t y  c f  Alas k a  (University), and d c s a  tha lands cc 

i r c a t a h l a  d n e r s l  e n t r y  u n d e r  t h a  authority cf A S  22.05.135(a). U h a  aineoal  

escaca w i l l  h a  retained h y  t h a  stars p u r s u a n t  to A S  23.05.123. A  oralirdr.ar/ 

d e c i s i o n  h a s  beer. r a d a  u r d z r  AS 23.05.025(e) t h a t  s u c h  actions are ir. tha h a s t  

i n t e r e s t  c f  t h a  stats. T h a t  dsciaicn r a y  h a  r c d i f i a d  as a result c d  ruhlic  

and a g t n c y  r s v i s w  scllcitad h y  thi3 retina.

purpose cf tha state lard ccnvevarca is to rsplace University Grant land 
that was transfarrad tr tha Mrdrhtzliry ci Anchorage (Mrdcitallty) while 
Chiveraity land was rararad hy tha Cacarrtsnt. 2ha vaiua cf tha land 
trsnsfarrad to tha Municipality has been established at agprrdrately 
S25,CC0,CC0. Hra stats proposes to replaca Chivarsity Grant lard hy conveying 
ancuch land to ths University to erualira that arotnt. Parcals cf stats land 
will*ha seiacred frta a scacewida cool in tha coder which has hesn pricritioad 
by tha University until tha agproxirate value is eeruaiirsd.

l a r d  Tl^c-rlc t d o r g  a r d  T n f c r s a t i r i

Ghe araas and anprtocrata acreages shewn below ara to ha rades ignatad, 
conveyed, and closed to ainarai entry as necessary under this nctica. Fach 
d2scripticn is followed hy a listing cf the priority rankings which reflect 
tha coder in which 1 will ha conveyed to tha University to eguaLire tha 
value cd thair f e m e r  lands.

}f"re d e t a i l e d  infestation c n  t h a  s t a t a  l a n d  p o d  affected h y  t h e  above acti o n  

is a v a i l a b l e  f o r  raviaw a t  t h a  f o l lowing infccoaticn offices cf  t h a  Division 

cf  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  Mhragerent: Scurhcsntral Fegicn, 3601 ITC" street, Suita 

1C3C, Anchcraga, Alas k a  (phcna: 762-2202); N o r t h e r n  Region, 4420 A i r p o r t  Way, 

Fairbanks, A l a s k a  (phcna: 479-2242); c r  Scu t h s a s t  Fagior., 400 W i d c u g h o y ,  

Jir v  'v, A l a s k a  (phcna: 465-2 4 C C ). Additionally, a  c o p y  cf this r o t i o 3 and a 

I 9- ■ iscriptior. s e n a r y  a r a  r o s c a d  a t  the fell o w i n g  U.S. Pest Offices: 

A  * A u k a  Say, Capa fakataga, Cantrai, Chatanika, C a n  Gulch, C o l d  Bay, 

c  D e l t a  Junction, D e r a i l  National Park, Gustrvus, 3 = e r ,  H*y±±urg,

3&alic£, Katchikan, Pelican, Petersburg, Sitka, Tzlkeetne, Taldat, W a r d  Cove, 

Whittier, a n d  McCarthy.



a g lH S nSAL FH U d
A x r r c r r c e  A r e a  —  a c n r s d r a t a l y  1 a c r e  in 3 pa r c e l s  (cricrity arras 14, 21, 

32 ) '
Cold. Bay, X in g  cove A rea —  a z c r tx ir a c a iy  15 a c re s  ir . 1 p a rc e l (p r i o r i  r /  

a re a  114)*
C o c k  I n l e t  (iddiak Island, J S i g i n  Island) —  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1,930 acres ir. 2 

p a r c e l s  (priority areas 39, 51, 31)

Cordova A r s e  —  a p c r r d r a t a l y  210 s o r e s  ir. 4 parrels (priority areas 24, 7C, 

1 0 2 , 124, 1 2 2 )'

S r a m r  A r c s  —  atprcxirataly  1,2CC a c r e s  in 5 parcals (crirrit/ areas 3, S3,

1 0 2 , 126, 145)

n i s r r a  Lajca A r e a  —  accrcxirateiv 1,220 acres ir. 1 car t e l  (pricrir/ area 

ICO)

•frailof —  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  544 acres in  5 pa r c e l s  (priority a r e a  127)

F£ra± Area. —  arcrcxirataly 94 acres i n  3 p a rcals (oricrir/ areas 36, 37,

1C9)

■foCarthy A r e a  — . appr c x irataly 1,350 a cres ir. 7 p a r c a l s  (priority areas 55,

125)
H o k i n l a y  V i l l a g e  —  approximately 230 acres in 1 p a r c e l  (priority area 37)

Po r t  H o l l e r  A r e a  —  apgrtximaraly 12.4 acres ir. 2 parcals* (priority area 12S) 

P r m o 3  WzJL2— ^4. S c u n d  —  arcrcxirataly 6C3 acres ir." 2 p a r c e l s  (tricrirv a reas  

£9, 69)

S e w a r d  Area. (I-Aica Island) —  a pcrcximataLy 2,220 a c r e s  ir. 2 parcals (priority 

a reas 17, 32)

T a l k a gtr z , A r e a  —  apprcxirataly 94 a c r e s  ir. 2  pa r c e l s  (priority area 45)

T h i b e t  A r e a  —  a n c r r c r a t a l y  1,390 a c r e s  ir. 6 ca r t e l s  (cricrirv areas 10,

12, 71, aa, 94, 107)
W a s i l l a  A r e a  —  apprcxirataly 2 a c r e s  ir. 1 par c a l  (priority area 72) 

l a t e t r g a  A r e a  —  apprcxirataly 2,170 a cres i n  1 p a r c e l  (priority area 2C)

S C C 2 5 2 A S T  HTTTTOf

A r t  1 c o l t /  T.alard (Argocn) —  a p p r c x i r a t a l y .3.72 a cres i n  1  parcal (priority 

a re a  41)

C r a i g  A r e a  —  a pprcxirataly 3,240 a c r e s  in 2 p a rcels (priority areas 15, 50) 

JUrseai A r e a  —  a irncximataly 1,470 a c r e s  i n  7  P a rcels (criorir/ areas 13, 25, 

26, 37, 90, 123, 143)
25st=±ikan A r e a  —  accroxirataly 3 , a 6 0  acres in  7 p a r c a l s  (pricrit/ areas 25, 

•73, 30, 32, 125*'141, 142)
P e l i c a n  A r e a  * ap p r c x irataly 330 a c r e s  i n  1  parc e l  (pricrit/ area 106) 

Fetarezoorg A r e a  —  ancrcxicataly 4 , 6 7 0  acres in  6 p a r c a l s  (pricrit/ areas £5, 

57, 61, S3, 121,*124)

S i t k a  A r e a  —  aoc rcx iratalv 543 a cres i n  3 p a rcals (pricrit/ areas 23 , 20,

45,)
* 2 x e t a  E e y  A r e a  —  apprc x iratsly 1 , 1 7 0  acres in 1 p a r c e l  (priority area 23) 

W r a n g e l l  A r e a  —  apcreximatsly 4.76 acres in 1 parcal (pricrit/ area 43)

N d H iG N  5 3 5 3 2 ?
B i g  D e l t a  A r e a  —  approximately 5 a c r e s  i n  1 parcel (pricrit/ area U S )

C e ntral A r e a  —  apprcxirataly 1.25 a cres in 1* parc e l  (priority area 91) 

Fa i rbanks A r e a  —  apprcxirataly 717 a c r e s  i n  5 p a rcals (priority areas 15, 95,
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M i r m l  C r ^ r

S e e s  la r d  ir. tha prcpc s a d  c s w e y a n c a  p c c i  is a i r a a c y  c i c s a d  to ai n a r a l  entry 

h a v i n g  b e e n  previ o u s l y  reviewed under t h a  p u b l i c  and a c a n r y  r a v i s v  prscasses*

st s t s v i d s  (pricrir/ areas 1,2, 12, 15, 27, 23, 31, 23, 40, 47, £0, 62, 64, 6 6 , 

63, 76, 77, 32, 105, 112, 112, 115, 117, 113, 126, 128, 123, 144).

T b s  E a s a r h a e n t  cf N a tural Hescurcss h a s  p r e p a r e d  a d r a f t  f i nding u r d a r  tha 

a u r h c r i r y  cf  A S  23.05.123(a) that use c c  t h a  lards for t h a  b a nafit cc tha 

u n i v e r s i t y  incl u d e s  significant surfaca u s e s  w h i c h  ara incccraribls wich  

ai ming. Tharadcra, a l l  lards idsnzifiad f o r  rsdasignaricr. a i d  ccnveyarea tc 

t h a  L Y i v a r s i t y  w i l l  fca clcs a d  tc I c c atsbla a i n a r a l  entry, s u bject cc public 

e m i n e n t  as r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 23.05.943. A  f i n a l  f i nding u n d e r  A S  23. 0 5 . 135*(a) is 

e x p a c z s d  t c J s J c a  e f f a c e  .Jura 12, .1337. - Additional. n c z i c a  identifying lards 

s u b j e c t  t c  th i s  r i r e r a l  cic3irg will b e  g i v e n  as a  p a r t  c f  t h a  finding

u r d a r  A S  2 3 . 0 5 . 1 3 5 ( a ) .

• P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  c c  t h a  p r r p c s e d  conveyance. radasignsticr., a n d  r i r a r z l  closing 

a c t i o n s  a r a  sc h e d u l e d  fcr A p r i l  23, 1337 ( T h u r s d a y ) :

A r c h c r a g a  -  7:CC p.a. a t  tha Picr.asr Scbcclhcusa, 2 r d  3 Z ugia

J U n a a u  - 7 : 0 0  p.a. a t  t h a  TLingat-Hslda C c a a i g  Center, 2225 Hcsc i t a l  

D s i v a

A n y  currants, objections, expressions c f  i n t e r e s t  p e r t a i n i n g  tc t h a  pr--—  

acticn, c r  a s s e r t i o n s  c f  a  d a i a  tc  tha p r o p e r t y  i n v o l v e d  r a r e  b s  received in 

w r i t i n g  b y  t h a  Divi s i c n  o f - l a n d  an d  W a t e r  Hanagsaarrt a t  P.O. H o :  107005, 

A r c h c r a g a ,  :A l a s k a  -SS510-7CC5 cn  c r  b a f c r a  4:20 p.a. cr. ;/hy 12, 1337. This 

d e a d l i n e  is r s q u i r s d  t c  suppl great t h a  a c d i n i s t o a r i v a  h e a r i n g  r s c c r d  a n d  tc  
r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  e ntra n t  salicitsd b y  this rctica.

T h a  D i v i s i c n  c f  l a n d  a n d  fSatar M a n c g a n a n t  reser / e s  t h a  r i g h t  t c  w a i v o  
t e c h n i c a l  d e f e c t s  i n  t h i s  publicrticn.

T e a  HawJcrs, D i r s c l o r

D i v i s i c n  c f  L a n d  a r d  W a t e r  Msragag a nt

P u b lis h ._______  ______  ____

I*
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QUESTION *3: Provide a l i s t  of the land to be tranferred to the
University of Alaska, the status of the transfer, 
schedule of events and a. copy c f  the r e s t r i c t e c  t i t l e  
document for Chena panel.

a: List z f the lane tc Se* transferred to tr.e University:

Appendix C of the prslifninary decision will be 
provided.

b: Status of tha transfer:

The Department 1s at tne preliminary decision stage.
The l i s t  of lands is  suo je c t  to a thirty-day public  
notice/review process.

c :  Schedule of Events: The following is  a tentative
.senuduie or events.

4/13/37 S ta r t  of comment paricd.

<1/22/37 Pub lic  hearings are held in Anchorage,
Fairbanks and Uuneau.

5/13/37 The pub lic  notice period ends. The
Department completes t i t l e  work and f in a l iz e s  
the replacement land pool.

5/29/37 The University  completes acpraisa ls  on 
replacement lanes. The University and 
Department meet to equalize values and 
negotiates final replacement lands.

6/12/37 The Department issues the final decision and 
best in te re s t  finding. (The final finding 
under AS 33.05.135(a) (Mineral c lo s in g ) is 
expected to take place 5/2/37)

6/15/37 Settlement agreement ten ta tive ly  approved,
sub je ct  to final approval by the 3oard of
Regents. Pool land not sub je ct  to the 
settlem ent agreement are released and 
considered available for  ether purposes.

To be Settlement agreement approved by scare, of
se t  Regents and Gnivarsity dismisses the Supreme

Court appeal. Department begins to convey
reolacament land to the University .

c .  Provide a copy of the re s tr ic ted  t i t l e  on Chena Farxs 
Recreation area. The University, Division of Parks anc 
Div is ion c f  Land and Water Management are working on 
th is  se le c t io n  to determine what s p e c i f i c  res f i c t i o n s  
will apply and how the panel w ill  be appraised. As 
soon as Res f i c t i o n s  are completed a ccpv w ill  be 
provided.

The proposed f a s n f e r  is suoject to pub lic  
n o t i c e / r e v i ew process. A final decision w ill  be tbc-



B o b  A n s i r o n g ,  a u t h o r  o f  " G u i d e  to t h e  B i r d s  c f  A l a s k a " ;

" T h e  h a b i t a t  c c m o i n a t i o n  o f  m a r i n e ,  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  l a r g e  e x p a n s e  
c f  t r a n s i t i o n  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  f o r e s t  r.as 

c r e a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a r e a s  f a r  b i r d s  i n  a l l  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

A l a s k a . ..

"... t h e  K o w e e  C r e e k  m e a d o w s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  e x t e n  
h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e s e  b i r d s ( w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h c r e b i  

a l o n g  t h e  J u n e a u  r o a d  s y s t e m . ..

" I n  s u m m e r  t h e  w i l d f l o w e r s  a r e  g o r g e o u s  w i t h i n  

A n d ,  b e s t  c f  a l l ,  t h e  a r e a  is r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  

P i s h i n g  i n  t h e  r i v e r  is g c c c  f o r  D o l l y  V a r d e n  

s a l m o n ...

"I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  to e s t a b l i s h  
S t a t e  P a r k .  I f e e l  p r o t e c t i o n  c f  tn i s  u n i q u e  

p o t e n t i a l  t y p e s  c f  d e v e l o p m e n t  is o f  t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n c e . "

PUBLIC S U P P O R T  P O R  THE PT. B R I D G E T  STATE PARK:

J u d y  H a l l  A l a b a c k ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C h a i r ,  J u n e a u  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y

" T h e  J u n e a u  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k . . .

" T h i s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  a r e  a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y  u s e d  f o r  

r e c r e a t i o n  b y  J u n e a u  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s . "

R i c h a r d  G o r d o n :

"I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  w e l l -  t i m e d  p r o p o s a l . . .

" O t h e r  J u n e a u  r o a d - s y s t e m  r i v e r  m o u t h  m e a d o w s  a r e  e i t h e r  
d e v e l o p e d ( S w i t t e r  C r e e k )  , o r  l a r g e l y  i n  p r i v a t e  h a n d s  

( P e t e r s o n  C r e e k  c n  D o u g l a s  I s l a n d ,  A m a i g a  H a r b o r  a r e a  

m e a d o w s ) ...

" E x t r e m e l y  s u i t a b l e  d u e  t o  e x t e n s i v e  u n f c r e s t e d  l a n d s  a n d  

b e a c h e s ..."

s i v e  n e s t i n g  
r d s )  t h a t  r e m a i n s

t h e s e  m e a d o w s ,  

a n d  o o h o

t h e  P o i n t  B r i d g e t  

a r e a  f r o m  o t h e r  
i m m e d i a t e



' •••

J o e  Blum, C h i e f ,  K a o i t a t  D e v e l o p m e n t , D e p a r t m e n t  
G a m e , 1970:

ar.c

"Th e D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i s h e s  to g o  c n  r e c o r d  as 

r e c m e s t i n c  t h a t  a ' c r e e n  b e l t ' c o n c e o t  b e  d a v e l c c e d  f o r  C o w e e  
C r e e k . "

"We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  a r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  P o i n t  
3 r i d c e t . "

J a m e s  King:

" A l a s k a  i s  t h e  e n v y  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  arc or. d t h e  w o r l d  b e c a u s e  
o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e d i c a t e  s u c h  v e n d e r f u !  w i l d  a r e a

c  =
e o u h i i o

:se. L e t s  n e t  l e t  t h e m  dcwr.."
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J u n e  2, 1 9 7 0

M r  . M i k e  La  a ch.

D iv is ic n  c r  L a n c s
D e p a r t m e n t  c r  O T a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

G .^ "  ,«S«5 «• — • «* » 1 ^
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

D e a r  M i k a :

T h i s  l e r r e r  i s  i n  r a c a r c s  =s r h a  S t a r a  s a i a c c i c r  c r  l a n d s  i n  

r h e  2 e r n e r s  S a y — E c h o  C c v e  a r a a .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o r  D i s h  a n d  

G a m e  w i s h e s  t c  c c  c n  r a c o r d  a s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  a " g r e e n  "celt" 

c o n c e p t  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  C o v e e  C r e e k *  T h i s  s y s t e m .  s u p p c r r s  

a n  a n n u a l  r u n  a m  s i l v e r  a n d  c h u m  s a l m o n  p l u s  D o l l y  V a r d e n .

T h e  c r a e k  h a s  a  g r e a t  r e c r e a r i o n  p o t e n t i a l  w h i c h  t h e  " g r e e n  

b e l t "  w i l l  h e l p  t o  p r o c e e d .  W e  w i l l  b e  h a p p y  t c  a s s i s t  y o u  

in. e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h i s  concept:.

W e  w c u l d  a l s o  L i k e  t o  s e e  a  r a c r a a t i a n  a r a a  d e v e l o p e d  a r c u n d  

P o i n t  B r i d g e t .  T h e  I c c a r i c n  w c u l d  o f f a r  e x c e l l e n t  b e a c h  f i s h ­

i n g  p l u s  a n  u n s u r p a s s e d  s c e n i c  v i e w p o i n t .

Y c u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i l l  b e  g r a a t l y  a p p r a c i a t a d .

S i n c e r e l y  your s ,

r ,ju  k L ,  .
U r-J o e  B l u m

ravisrcN cf lancs
SOUTHEAST"?! O'.STT'.Ci OF

C h i e f ,  H a b i t a t  D e v e l d p m e n t  ALM \A

CC : 3.  H i l l i k a r  

A. A n d r e w s  

C. H o s i e r  

□ . S t r o d e

Cist, i'm .
J itL  • M.::. >



S e n a t o r  J im Duncan 
A l a s k a  S t a t s  Sena te 
P cu ch  V
J u n e a u , AK 99311 4 / 3 / 3 7

Dear S e n a t o r  Duncan,

T h i s  i s  t o c o n g r a t u l a t e  you f o r  y o u r v i s i o n  in p r c o o s i n g  the P o i n t  
Hr i ccs t S t a t e  Park ( S e n a t e  B i < l  MO. ISC ' an d u r ce i t s  p a s s a g e .

The P o i n t  3 r i'Pee t P a r k  w o u l d  ccmDl emen t the a d j a c e n t  Bo r o ugh Dark 
t h a t  er* t e nd s f r om S u r s h i n e  Cove t o B r i d g e t  Cove and t h e two ecu i d  be 
j o i n t l y  managed as a “U i o r l d C l a s s "  D a r k .  I t  may be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
seme A l a s k a n s ,  s u r r o u n d e d  as we a r e ay w i l d e r n e s s ,  t o v i s u a l i z e  t n i s  
a r e a  as a Wo r l d C l a s s  p a r k  o u t  c o n s i d e r  t h e r e  are f ew i t  any e a s i l y  
a c c e s s i b l e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s  o r  US N a t i o n a l  P a r k s t n a t  i n c l u d e  so 
much and so u a r r i e d  a w i l d  c o a s t .

T h i s  h i s t o r i c  p l a c e  was named by C a o t .  Geo r ce V a n c o u v e r  in 17?3 , 
p e r h a o s  t o r  h i s  m o t h e r ,  B r i d g e t  B e r n e r s .  Juneau p e o o ' e  use t ne a r e a  
f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  and as o u r p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  so do e s t h a t  u s e .

M a j o r  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  p a r k  c e v >1ooemen t w o u l d  n o t  be needed o r 
d e s i r e a b l e  new. The a r e a  has a p o t e n t i a l  f o r  h i k i n g  and s k i i n g  
t r a i l s ,  c am p s i t e s  and p e r h a p s  o v e r n i g h t  c a b i n s  t h a t  c o u l d  be 
d e v e l o p e d  s l o w l y  by t h e v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  do t h a t  s o r t  o f  
th i n g .

I n an i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e c r e a t i o n  o r i e n t e d  s o c i e t y  the P o i n t  B r i d g e t  
S t a t e  Pa r k w i l l  w e l l  s e r v e  t h e r e s i d e n t s  o f  Jun eau , v i s i t o r s  f r om 
o t h e r  Darts o f  A l a s k a  and t o u r i s t s .  A l a s k a  i s the e n v v o f  
c o mm u n i t i e s  a r o und t h e  w o r l d  because o f  ou r o o o o r t u n i t v  t o d e d i c a t e  
such w o n d e r f u l  w i l d  a r e a s  t o p u b l i c  u s e .  L e t s  n o t  l e t  them d ew n .

5 i n c e r  e 1 v f

i *// .—;•‘ 1 - L ' > >
James G. K i n g
A l a s k a  R e s i d e n t  Fo r 33 Y e a r s



I 700 S r a n t a  Boad 
J u n e au , A l a s k a  P^BOl 
A p r i l  3 , 1937

S e n a t o r  J im Duncan 
Pouch 'J
J u ne au ,  A l a s k a  99911 

Dear S e n a t o r  Duncan :

I - f avo r t h e P o i n t  B r i d g e t  a r e a  as a S t a t e  Pa r k and u r g e passage 
o-f y o u r  Sena t e B i l l  190.

The P o i n t  S r i c g e *  S t a t e  l a n d  i s i m m e d i a t e l y  nc r t . n o r ceacn f r o n t  
l a n d  owned by t h e C i t y  an c Bo ro ugh o r  J u n e au . An u p l a n d  beach 
t ~ a i ! on t he Bo r c uc n p r o p e r t y  c o u l d  be e x t e n d e d  t o P o i n t  B r i d g e t  
m a k i n g an e x c i t i n g  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  and p l a n n e d  
s y s t em o r u p l a n d  oeach t r a i l s  i n t h e  C i t y  and Bo r o u g h .

A t r a i l  cn t h i s  p r o p o s e d p a r k  w o u l d  g i v e  r o o t  a c c e s s t o  a 
b e a u t f u l ,  w i l d  s t r e t c h  o r  c o a s t l i n e  whe r e t h e u i e w w e s t  a c r o s s  
Lynn Canal t o t h e C h i l k a t  M o u n t a i n s ,  n o r t h  t o w a r d  H a i n e s ,  a c r o s s  
B e r n e r ' s  Say and the m o u n t a i n s  t o  t h e e a s t  p r o v i d e s  a p a n a r am i c  
v i e w  t h a t  i s  s p e c t a c u l a r .  The meadows a t  the mou th o r  Ccwee 
Cr ee k w i t h  t h e i r  - f l o w e r s ,  - f i s h in t h e s t r e am and some o f the b e s t



T — ----------------------------------

M a r c h  21, 1 3 8 7

S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  

P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  5 3 3 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n :

l w a s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  n e a r  c f  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  t o  c r e a t  t h e  P o i n t  
B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k .  T h i s  a r e a  h a s  L o n g  b e e n  a f a v o r i t e  o f  

n i n e  f o r  h i k i n g ,  X - c o u n t r y  S k i i n g ,  b i r d  w a t c h i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g .

T h e  h a b i t a t  c o m b i n a t i o n  c f  m a r i n e ,  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  l a r g e  
e x p a n s e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  ar.d 

f o r e s t  h a s  c r e a t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a r e a s  f o r  b i r d s  i n  a i l  o f  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a .  T h e s e  t r a n s i t i o n  • e a d c v s  a r e  
p a r t i c u i a r i l y  p r o d u c t i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b e =  o r  d a m s  a n d  

s l o u g h s ,  s c a t t e r e d  s p r u c e ,  d e a d  s n a g s  a n d  a d j a c e n t  r e d  a i d e r  

a n d  c o t t o n w o o d  t r e e s .  I n  a..d a r o u n d  t h e s e  n e a d c u s  I u s u a l l y  
£ n a  in c  ̂  — 2 r.c 2 c  zr 2 2  c ̂  c 7  2.c  i. 2  c v  c r  c z. zr ̂  2 c ri 2 c  c c zi 2 it 2 x 2 2 s i • 

J u n e a u .  I n . p a r t i c u l a r  i t  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  h a w k s ,  o w l s  a n d  
f a l c o n s ;  w o o d p e c k e r s ;  sr.ipe a n d  w a r b l e r s .  I s e e  m e r e  c f  

t h e s e  t y p e s  c f  b i r d s  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e .

T r a n s i t i o n  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  f o r e s t  a r e  t h e  

a r e a s  w h e r e  w a t e r f o w l  a n d  s h o r e b i r d s  n e s t .  M o s t  o f  t h i s  t y p e  

o f  h a b i t a t  h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  t h e  

M e n d e n h a l l  W e t l a n d s .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  K c w e e  C r e e k  m e a d o w s  

a r e  t h e  o n l y  e x t e n s i v e  n e s t i n y  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e s e  b i r d s  t h a t  

r e m a i n s  a l o n g  t h e  J u n e a u  r e a d  s y s t e m .

T h i s  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  a n a  b e a u t i f u l  m e a d o w s  I 

h a v e  s e e n  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  I n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k  I h a v e  g o n e  
x - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o n  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s .  T h e  
m e a d o w s  o f f e r  m i l e s  o f  m a r v e l o u s  s k i i n g .  *.n o n e  s p o t  w e  
e s t i m a t e d  2 m i l e s  o f  m e a d o w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r e s t  a n d  s a l t w a t e r  
i n  o n e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e !  I l i k e  t h e  a r e a  b e c a u s e ,  i n  n o r m a l  

w i n t e r s  o f  r a i n  a n d  w a r m  w e a t h e r ,  y o u  c a n  a i w a v s  s k i  o n  t h e s e  

m e a d o w s  w h e r e a s  o t h e r  l o w l a n d  a r e a s  o f  J u n e a u  a r e  b a r e  o f  

s n o w .

I n  s u m m e r  t h e  w i l c f l o w e r s  a r e  g o r g e o u s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  m e a d o w s .  

A n d ,  b e s t  o f  a i l ,  t h e  a r e a  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  h i k e  a b o u t .  
F i s h i n g  i n  t h e  r i v e r  i s  g o o d  f o r  D o i l y  V a r d e n  a n d  e c h o  

s a l m o n .

I a m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  

r o a d ,  c a m p g r o u n d ,  p i c n i c  a r e a s  e t c .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  u n i q u e  

v a l u e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  a r e  i t s  b i r d s  a n d  w i l d l i f e .  D e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  t h i s  s o r t  w o u l d ,  I f e e l ,  d i m i n i s h  t h e s e  v a l u e s  

c o n s i d e r a b l y .  W h y  n o t  d e v e l o p  t h e  a r e a  f a r  h i k i n g  a n d  x -  

c c u n t r y  s k i i n g ?  R i g h t  n o w  i t s  o n l y  a b o u t  a o n e - h a l f  m i l e  

w a l k  to t h e  m e a d o w s  f r o m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e a d .



I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  y o u r  p r o p o s a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  P o i n t  

B r i d g e t  S t a t e  P a r k .  I f e e l  p r o t e c t i o n  c f  t h i s  u n i q u e  a r e a  
f r o m  e t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  t y p e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  o f  t n e  . tost 

i m m e d i a t e  i m p o r t a n c e .

S i n c e r e l v .

S o b  A r m s t r o n g
5 3 7 0  T h a n e  R o a d  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  5 5 3 0 1

c c  S t a t e  P a r k s  A d v i s o r y  H e a r d

I 'l i i i ' im i hi im iiin  i i i ip m i i i w i i i w w iii i i n ...........— » m  m m  h i ■ ■ m i n im i »mi i i i i M « n « n m i l i a m i i n m — i i « M



ju r ie s  AUDUBON vO'ClOV
P.O. Box 1725 • Juneau. Alaska 99802

March 23, 1987

Senator Jia Duncun 
P.O. Box 7 
Juneau, AX 99311

Dear Senator Duncan,

The Juneau Audubon Sociecy supports your proposal for the 
establishment of Point Bridget State Park (3.2. ISO). The diversity cf lands 
to be included, ranging frca beech to coastal wetlands tc riparian habitats 
and old growth forests makes the araa well suited for wildlife haoitat and 
huttar. recreation.

This and surrounding areas are airaady heavily used for recreation 
by Juneau, residents and visitors. The Jur.aau Parks and Recreation hiking 
group leads hikes there and a well narked trail in tha proposec park exists 

along Covee Creek.

'«’e agree that with its high proportion of residents that enjoy 
outdoor recreation, Juneau should have an easily accessible stare park.
Vie question tne logic of al lotting hunting in the Park, For safety reasons 
hunting nay nor be compatible with other forms of outdoor recreation, 
especially since the proposed park is less than 3000 acres in size.

Sincerely,

Qikx£CCJ2.
Jury Ha. 1 Al aback 
Conservation Chai.r

c r :
St ace Parks Advisory 3oard



Judith Eno/ife
.Alaska Minerals a Energy Resource Education rund 
5925 '.-loads Street

March 25, 1937

Senator Jim Duncan I ,
P.O. 3ox V w  \
Juneau, Alaska 99311

Dear Mr. Cuncan,

In thirteen years as a classroom taacner I nave been cn the looxcut f c r  
f ie ld  tr ip  s ites  to get my students first-hand experiences, “nose s ites  
need to meet the educational needs o f the class and, o f ’course, to be 
accessib le. I was ca ligh tec  to hear c f  your b i l l  to establish a state

Point Bridget with i ts  many diverse habitats—the beach, the wetland 
meadow, the salmon creek, small lake, even an eagle tree—in a compact 
area makes an excellen t s i ta fo r  outcoor education, mat same d ivers ity  
makes i t  a fascinating cuting for local families and v is i t o r s ,  a place 
to beachwalk or fish ," to  view eagles, black bear, waterfowl and wildflowers 
or pick berries. The eventual construction of road and p icn ic  araa 
would make i t  more accessible to local student groups, fam ilies, and 
tou r is ts .  In the meantime, i t  w ill remain available to the hikers, hunters, 
and fishers who use i t  new. V/e' 11 knew tha.t we won't lese our spot 
a t the end o f the road to private development.

Thank you for  the ins igh t to recognize the value of a Point 3ridget 
State Park and your e f fo r ts  to make i t  happen.



FRIENDS OF BERNERS BAY
350  ERWIN STREET * 102 JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801

S e n a t o r  j i m  D u n c a n  

3 Q .  B o x  j

J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

D e a r  s e n a t o r  D u n c a n .

F m e n d s  o r  B e r n e r s  B a v  w o u l d  i i k e  t o  t h a n k  v o u  f o r  s D o n s o n n g  a  o i i l  w h i c h  

. v o u i d  c r e a t e  a  S t a t e  P a r k  a t  B r i d g e t  P o i n t ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t ; o  o f  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  o f  B e r n e r s  B a v

F r i e n d s  o f  B e r n e r s  B a y  i s  a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e c r e a t i o n ,  s p o r t i n g ,  a n d  t o u r i s m  

g r o u p s ,  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  I 3 C O  i n d i v i d u a l s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  

o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  B e r n e r s  3 a v  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d s  a s  a  w i l d e r n e s s  

r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  f o r  J u n e a u ' s  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t n a i  t h e  

a r e a s  r ; c r >  a n d  d i v e r s e  f i s n  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a o i t a t .  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  o r o x i m i t y  

t o  a  m a j o r  o o o u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  w i t h  r a o i o l y  e x o a n d i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  d e m a n d s ,  

m a k e  t h e  B e r n e r s  3 a v  a r e a  o f  v i t a l  a n d  u n i a u e  i m D o r t a n c e  t o  t n e  o e o o i e  o f  

J u n e a u .

A s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r o w  i n  t h e  B e r n e r s  B a v  a r e a ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  

o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c r i t i c a l .  T h e  A l a s k a  p u d I I c 

S u r v e y ,  o a r t i a i l v  f u n d e d  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  o v  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i s  o r o D a o l y  

t h e  m o s t  a u t h o n t i v e  a n d  w i d e l y - c i t e d  s u r / e v  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  i n  

A l a s k a ,  i t  d o c u m e n t s  t h e  d e o e n d e n c e  o f  A l a s k a n  r e c r e a t i o n  o n  u n d i s t u r b e d  

l a n d s .  O u t  o f  5 7 2  J u n e a u  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  w e r e  a s k e d  w h a t  s o r t  o f  

a r e a s  t h e y  d e s i r e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t o w n ,  3 6 %  w a n t e d  u n d i s t u r b e d  n a t u r a l  a r e a s .

A  1 9 8 2  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s ,  I n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

F o r e s t  S e n / i c e ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  B e r n e r s  B a y  a r e a  i s  " c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  

o a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  s c e n i c , s u b s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  a s  

w e l l  a s  n a t u r a l  s y s t e m s "  t o  w h i c h  h i g n  o r i o n t v  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  i n  m e e t i n g  

" t h e  p u b l i c  d e m a n d  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  u n d i s t u r b e d  n a t u r a l  l a n d s  i n  t h e  

J u n e a u  a r e a . "

T h e  A l a s k a  D e o a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  h a s  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  u n i a u e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  a r e 3  b y  c l a s s i f y i n g  i t  a s  p a r t  o f  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

T o n u a s s  w i t h  t h e  h i c n e s t  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s .



B r i d g e t  P o i n t ,  w i t h  i t s  c o m m a n d i n g  v i e w  o f  t h e  w n o l e  o f  B e r n e r s  B a v  a n d

v i s i t o r  i n d u s t r y  a n d  i n  s o  d o i n g  w o u l d  a d d  t o  w n a t  c o u l d  o e c c m e  a  m a j o r  

s t e p  i n  J u n e a u ' s  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d s  e c o n o m i c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .

a  o o D u l a r  p o i n t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h a t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  a m o n g  c i v i c  l e a G e r s ,  i s  

n o w  t o  a t t r a c t  a  t y p e  o f  v i s i t o r  t h a t  w o u l d  s t a y  i n  t n e  a r e a  l o n g e r  t n a n  t n e  

c u r r e n t  v i s i t o r s .  T h e  m a i n  c h o i c e s  p r e s e n t l y  o f f e r e d  v i s i t o r s  t o  S o u t h e a s t  

a r e  t o u r s n i p  t r a v e l  o r  o u t d o o r  e x p e r i e n c e s  v i a  n u n t i n g  a n c  f i s h i n g  l o d g e s  

a n c  w i l d e r n e s s  t o u r s ,  n o n e  o f  w n i c n  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  i n  J u n e a u  

m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  a  n i g h t .  T h e r e  i s  a  h u g e  g a p  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  w a i t i n g  t o  o e  

f i l l e d ,  w i t h  p r o p e r  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  J u n e a u  c o u l d  o e c o m e  a  m e c c a  

f o r  t r a v e l e r s  w n o  w i s h  t o  e n j o y  t n e  o u t - o f - d o o r s  i n  a  m o r e  d o m e s t i c  

f r a m e w o r k .  T o u r s  c o u l d  o e  d e s i g n e d  t o  g i v e  p e o p l e  s e v e r a l  a a v s  o f  o u t d o o r  

e x p e r i e n c e s  m i x e c  w i t h  t h e  D e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y s *  o f f e r i n g s  H i k i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  

D i r d w a t c m n g  k a y a k i n g ,  3 n o  c a n o e i n g  c o m o i n e d  w i t h  m u s e u m  v i s i t s ,  

t n & 3 t e r  a n d  n i g h t l i f e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  t r a v e l e r  w i t h

e n d l e s s  o p t i o n s  3 n o  a n  A l a s k a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e y  w o u i d  n e v e r  f o r g e t  a n d

m a y  c o m e  b a c k  f o r .  H o t e l s ,  r e n t a l  c o n d o m i n i u m s ,  r e s t r a u n t s ,  s p o r t i n g g o o d  

s t o r e s ,  a n d  g u i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  a l l  o e n i f i t  a s  ‘w o u l d  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  

a l r e a d y  c a t e r  t o  t o u r i s t s .

A  h i g h l i g h t  i n  s u c h  a  m a r k e t i n g  p l a n  w o u l d  b e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b o a s t  o f  a  

s t a t e  p a r k .

Y o u  a r e  t o  D e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  f o r e s i g h t  t o  t a k e  s t e p s  n o w  

w h i c h  w i l l  i n s u r e  t h a t  P t .  B r i d g e t  r e m a i n s  a  p l a c e  o f  b e a u t y  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  

f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e ,

I f  w e  c a n  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  d o n ’ t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o - C h a i r

F r i e n d s  o f  B e r n e r s  B a y
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