


D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M T U K A L  R E S O U R C E S
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

October 1, 1987

Mr. Stephen R. Punch 
President
Chugiak-Eagle River 

Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 770353 
Eagle River, AK 99577

Dear Mr. Punch:

Governor Cowper and I very nuch appreciated your suggestions 
concerning the proposal to develop a ski resort within 
Chugach State Park. I assure you that the Department of 
Natural Resources does not want t i discourage private 
enterprise from investing in Alaska. We are very aware of 
the need to use Alaska's resources to help kick-start the 
economy. As you may know, one of the major goals of the 
Governor's Trade Alaska program, and one which the depart­
ment strongly supports, is the reshaping of Alaska's economy 
through the attraction of investment capital to the state.

But you should also be aware that the Department of Natural 
Resources is responsible for the wise use and management of 
public resources. To determine whether a particular land 
use is in the state's best interest often requires time 
consuming but very important public involvement. Our 
decision to amend the Chugach State Park master plan was 
made to allow the public a chance to voice an opinion on 
proposed park projects and also to provide the state an 
opportunity to analyze park land uses.

As you have pointed out, it may be possible to issue a sole 
source contract for the development of a ski' area in the 
park. We will look closely at the sole source contracting 
option in mid-October, if this option is consistent with 
final park master plan decisions. If there is a possibility 
of competition for this project, however, it may be 
necessary to offer it for competitive bid. I am informed 
that it would not be appropriate to issue a permit for the 
long-term use of land in Chugach State Park. Permits are 
revocable permission for short-term use of state land and 
would not provide a developer with the assurances available 
through a contract.
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Mr. Stephen R. Punch

I understand your concerns about the language of House Sill
Bill 16, but the bill was needed to provide the department 
with the authority to charge fees for certain state park 
uses. The language related to concession contracts was 
added by the Legislature to alleviate public concerns about 
inappropriate park development. While the language in the 
bill could be clearer, I do not believe it prevents the 
state from negotiating park concession contracts.

We certainly intend to move as quickly as possible in 
processing this proposed project, but also intend to take 
every precaution to ensure that it is not stalled by 
litigation. I urge you to work closely with Park Director 
Neil Johannsen (762-2600) towards our mutual objectives.

Thank you again for writing.

iy,

cc: Governor Steve Cowper
Commissioner Tony Smith 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Development 

Commissioner John Andrews
Department of Administration 

Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Neil Johannsen, Parks & Outdoor Recreation 

Department of Natural Resources
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C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

P .O . Box 770353 /  Eagle R iv e r , A laska 99577

"PL A C E  OF MANY P L A C E S "

August 19, 19Q7

The Honorable Steve Cowper 
Governor of Alaska 
Post Office Box A 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

DEPARTMENT <;,(•
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•jUNEA !-

Dear Governor Cowper:

The Chugiak - Eagle River Chamber of Commerce would like to suggest 
sole source procurement procedures, as detailed in Section
36.30.300 of Alaska Statutes, as the method for implementing any 
decision rendered by the Commissioner of Natural Resources 
regarding amending the Chugach State Park Master Plan to allow the 
development of a Ski Resort within the Park boundary.

In the nine months that Rogner Tourietik has tried to move forward 
with their Eagle Valley Resort project, there have been a number of 
occurrences that have effectively stalled this project. The first 
was the decision by the Department of Natural Resources to 
institute a fourteen month process to amend the Chugach State Park 
Master Plan to include downhill skiing in spite of the fact that 
the maste - plan already identified downhill skiing as a compatible 
use withi- the Parks' boundaries. The second was the decision on 
the part i f Department of Natural Resources to call for 
competitiv e bids. The third occurrence on the part of the state 
was the signing into law of House Bill 16. Clearly these three 
acts do nothing to encourage the development of the largest single 
capitol project for the entire State of Alaska, but instead send a 
discouraging signal to anyone considering bringing new enterprise 
to our state. We at the Chugiak - Eagle River Chamber of Commerce 
are very concerned about recent overtures from Washington State to 
try and lure this resort development away from our community.



The current timetable being published by the Division of Parks 
calls for the final concession contract to be signed in July of 
1988, with the Request for Proposal stage set for November 1987 
and the Selection Committee process set for July 1988. These 
dates account for a delay of nî -. months in issuing a concession 
contract resulting in a one year .lelay in construction.

House Bill 16 states that "the Director may negotiate a permit 
for commercial activity if: (1). The conditions of A.C.C. 18.05
are met; (2). Issuance of the permit is compatible with the 
purposes for which the park was established; (3). The applicant 
pays a fee, established under 11 A.C.C. 05.010 (a) (12)."

The Division of Parks has inventoried the site3 for potential 
development within the Park and the Eagle Valley Site proposed by 
Rogner Touristik was identified as the primary site for 
development by the Division's own evaluation. Clearly, Rogner 
Touristik's ownership of the 95 acres adjacent to that site would 
give their proposal an element that no alternative bidders would 
possess. Secondly, the Statutes regarding Section 36.98.030 
state that the provisions of the Request for Proposal and 
Competitive Bid Procedure shall not apply if the "agency 
demonstrates that there is a single source of the expertise or 
knowledge required or that one person or firm can clearly perform 
the required tasks more satisfactorily because of the person's or 
firm's prior work."

Therefore, based on this information and the Division's own 
intent to ask for financial data and bid bonds to determine the 
viability of potential developers, we feel that Dr. Rogner's 
company will emerge as the only candidate for a concession 
contract, and that sole source procurement is devised for 
circumstances such as these.

The State of Alaska has a marvelous opportunity before it that 
would allow for further diversification of our industry base and 
the development of a clean and renewable resource. This 
project is consistent with your administration's articulated 
policy of expanded international trade and economic development.



■Y- . - ,
Governor Covper
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We urge you to expedite approval of Rogner Touristik and send a 
signal to the international business community that Alaska welcomes 
new enterprise.

We look forward to your personal involvement in this issue.

Respectfully,

e .  P — l
Stephen R. Punch 
President

cc: Commissioner of Natural Resources
Commissioner of Commerce 
Commissioner of Administration

Note: Your office may obtain further information by contacting
Anne Ziesmer-Hays, Executive Director of the Chugiak - Eagle River 
Chamber of Commerce at 694-4702.



I N C R E M E N T / D E C R E M E N T  D E S C R I P T I O N  ( L i m i t  t o  9 8  c h a r a c t e r s )  
E c o n o m i c  P r o g r a m s  O f f i c e

A C E N C Y  C O N T A C T / P H O N E  N U M B E R :
.  J a c k  N i l e s  7 6

A C E N C Y  R E QE X P E N D I T U R E  B Y  O B J E C T
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s
T r a v e l
C o n t r a c t u a l  S e r v i c e s

E q u i p m e n t
L a n d s ,  B u i I d l n g s
G r a n t s ,  C l a i m s
M l  s e e l l a n e o u s

T O T A L
I - A  T r a n s f e r  ( N O N - A D O )

F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s  
C e n e r a l  F u n d  M a t c h
C e n o r a l  F u n d
P r o g r a m  R e c e l p t s / C F
I - A  R e c e i p t s

D E S C R I B E  WHY T H I S  I N C R E M E N T / D E C R E H E N T  I S  N E E D E D  A N D  W H A T  I T  P U R C H A S E S :
T h i s  I n c r e m e n t  I s  n e e d e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  t a k e  m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n  o n  I t s  
e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m s  I n c l u d i n g  c o n c e s s i o n s ,  I m p l e m e n t i n g  c o s t - s a v i n g  m e q s u r e s  s u c h  a s  
v o l u n t e e r  r e c r u i t m e n t  a n d  p l a c e m e n t  a n d  u s e  o f  d o n a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  p e r k  f e e  p r o g r a m ,  e x p e d i t i n g  p e r m i t s  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  I n  p a r k  u n i t s ,  a n d  t o  I m p l e m e n t  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  4 1 , 2 1 . 0 2 7  
e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  1 9 8 7  L e g i s l a t u r e .

1 .  R e c r e a t i o n  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a
T h e  d i v i s i o n  I s  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  s t a f f e d  o r  f u n d e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  m a j o r  
c o n c e s s i o n  p r o j e c t s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t o u r i s m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  m a y  n o t  b e  I m p l e m e n t e d  
u n l e s s  t h i s  I n c r e m e n t  I s  a p p r o v e d .  P r o j e c t s  I n c l u d e :  ( 1 )  v i s i t o r  d e s t i n a t i o n
d e v e l o p m e n t  I n  D e n a l i  S t a t e  P a r k  w i t h  a  l o d g e / h o t e l  c o m p l e x ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  
a n d  a  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w o u l d  I n c r e a s e  t o u r i s m  I n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  I n c r e a s e  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  a n  e s t i m a t e d  2 5 0  n e w  j o b s ;  ( 2 )  a  s k i  a r e a  
d e v e l o p m e n t  I n  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k ,  p r o v i J f n g  a  y e a r - r o u n d  r e s o r t  c o m p l e x ,  w i n t e r  
s p o r t s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  
w o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  t o u r i s m  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  a n  e s t i m a t e d  2 , 0 0 0  
n e w  j o b s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  m o n i t o r e d ;  ( 3 )  a  w i l d e r n e s s  l o d g e  I n  P r i n c e  
W i l l ! a n  S o u n d ,  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  a r e a  a n d  l o d g i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  w i t h  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  2 0  n e w  j o b s ;  ( 4 )  c o n c e s s i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p a r k  a r e a s  l i k e  t h e  n e w  
W i l l o w  C r e e k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  p r o v i d i n g  n e w  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  
a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 5 - 2 0  n e w  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  j o b s ;  ( 5 )  c o n c e s s i o n  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s o m e  
c a m p g r o u n d  a n d  p a r k  a r e a s  w h e r e  p r i v a t e  o p e r a t i o n  I s  m o r e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  
s t a t e  o p e r a t i o n ,  p r o v i d i n g  n e w  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  2 0 - 3 0  n e w  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  j o b s ;  ( 6 )  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  c o n c e s s i o n s  s u c h  a s  
b o a t  r e n t a l s ,  v e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  f o o d  s e r v i c e  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
a r e  p l a n n e d  I n  c e r t a i n  p a r k  a r e a s .  T h e s e  c o n c e s s i o n s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  n e e d e d  s e r v i c e s  
I n  p a r k  u n i t s  a n d  w i l l  c r e a t e  n e w  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

P O S I T I O N
I N F O R M A T I O N N o n  P e r m a n e n t

S t a f f  M o n t h s 2 6 . 2 5
  E n h a n c e  E x i s t i n g  S e r v i c e

/ X /  C o m p a r e d  t o  F Y  8f l

N e w  S e r v i c e  C o m p a r e d  
t o  ~Y 8 8

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  F Y  8 8
/  S e r v i c e  L e v e l

/ _____/  F o r m u l a
P r o g r a m

I M P A C T  F R O M  C A P I T A L  P R O J E C T  ( N A M E )

( c o n 1 t )
C h a p t e r  ___________S L A ______________P a g e / L i n e

I N C R E M E N T / D E C R E H E N T
R E Q U E S T

A g e n c y  P r i o r i t y ____________ o f

A G E N C Y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

B R U  P a r k  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t

C O M P O N E N T  P a r k  M a n a g e m e n t ___________________

P R O J E C T  P a r k  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

P a g e  I___________ o f  3

R e v i s e d  D a t e ___________

F Y  8 9



.   ______________________
T h e  i n c r e m e n t  ' w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  p l a n s ,  p u o t i c  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  c o n t r a c t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  w i l l  p e r m i t  c l o s e  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h o s e  p r o j e c t s .

A n  e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m  m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m  o u t  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  w o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  p o l i c y  a n d  p r o g r a m  f o c u s  o n  r e c r e a t i o n  
t o u r i s m  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  e c o n o m i c  c l i m a t e  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  r e c r e a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

.

T h e  e m p h a s i s  w i l l  b e  o n  p u r s u i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  v i s i t o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .

O n e  f u l l - t i m e  a n d  o n e  s e a s o n a l  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  f u n d e d  b y  t h i s  i n c r e m e n t ,  a n d  a n  e x i s t i n g  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  b e  u p g r a d e d  t o  m a t c h  t h e  d u t i e s .  
C o n t r a c t u a l  f u n d s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  t o  a c q u i r e  e x p e r t  a d v i c e  o n  c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  l i k e  s k i  a r e a s  o p .  
m a j o r  h o t e l  s i t e s ,  e c o n o m i c  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  c o n t r a c t u a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s .

1 0 0 :  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  B r e a k d o w n :

1  R a n g e  1 2 ,  h ' t t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  T e c h n i c i a n :  1 2  m o n t h s  
5 2 , 9 1 0  x  1 2  =  5 3 5 . 0

P C N  F Y ’ 8 8  A u t h .  F Y ' 8 9  R e q u e s t
N e w 12.0

C h a n g e
12.0

S t a t u s  
F  S
+1

1  R a n g e  1 8 ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  S p e c i a l i s t ,  1 2  m o n t h s  
S « f , 2 i * 0  x  1 2  =  5 5 0 . 9

N e w 12.0 12.0 +1

U p g r a d e  c u r r e n t  R a n g e  1 6  t o  R a n g e  1 8  a n d  c h a n g e  
s e a s o n a l  t o  f u l l - t i m e  e q u a l s  $ 1 3 . 8

5 1 <* 6 9 . 7 5 12.0 2 . 2 5 +1 (1)

T o t a l  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s :  $ 9 5 . 2

Jsaoiu.

C5
A D D I T I O N A L
E X P L A N A T I O N
F 0 R H

A C E N C Y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

R R U  P a r k  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t

(6/8/)-ae i
COHPOIirNT Park Management

P a g e  2 o f  3

R e v i s e d  D a t e

B y  p u r s u i n g  e c o n o m i c  s t r a t e g i e s ,  t h e  p a r k  s y s t e m  w i l l  p l a y  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  t o u r i s m  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i l l  g e n e r a t e  r e v e n u e s  t o  o f f s e t  b u d g e t  
s h o r t f a l l s ,  a n d  w i l l  c r e a t e  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  j o b s  i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s .  T h i s  i n c r e m e n t  r e q u e s t  s h o u l d  
r e s u l t  i n  a t  l e a s t  k O O  p e r m a n e n t  n e w  n o n - c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s  w i t h i n  f i v e  y e a r s .

F Y  8 9



_____
2 0 0 :  T r a v e l  w i l l  b o  r e q u i r e d  f o r  m a n y  o f  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  I n c l u d e s  c o n d u c t i n g  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  a t t e n d i n g  p a r k  a d v i s o r y

i b o a r d  m e e t i n g s ,  c o n t r a c t  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  s i t e  v i s i t s  a n d  f i e l d  w o r k .

T o t a l  T r a v e l  R e q u i r e d :  $ 8 . 0

T o t a l  E q u i p m e n t  R e q u i r e d :  $ 5 . 0

T o t a l  o f  a l l  b u d g e t  I t e m s  I n  I n c r e m e n t :  $ 1 3 7 . 2

3 0 0 :  C o n t r a c t u a l  f u n d s  a r e  I n c l u d e d  t o  a c q u i r e  e x p e r t  a d v i c e  o n  c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  l i k e  s k i
a r e a s  o r  m a j o r  h o t e l  s i t e s ,  e c o n o m i c  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  c o n t r a c t u a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  
p r o j e c t s .

■ * •* '■ '• V 1 ■’ ' - ■ ' -V- : '

T o t a l  C o n t r a c t u a l  S e r v i c e s :  $ 2 5 . 0  

*<00 :  S u p p l i e s  I n c l u d e  m a i l i n g s  f o r  c o n c e s s i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s ,  e t c .

T o t a l  S u p p l i e s  R e q u i r e d :  $ * f . 0  \

5 0 0 :  E q u i p m e n t  n e e d e d  I s  o n e  n e w  c o m p u t e r  a n d  s o f t w a r e  t o  b e  u s e d  I n  e c o n o m i c  p r o g r a m m i n g .

C 5
A D D I T I O N A L
E X P L A N A T I O N
F O R M

A C E N C V  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

B R U  P a r k  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t

C O H P O n r t l T  P a r k  M a n a g e m e n t ____________________________

P a g e  3__________ o f  3

R o v l s e d  D a t e ____________
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
H ouse of R epresentatives

The Honorable Steve Cowper
Governor
State of Alaska
P.O. Box A
Juneau, AK 99810

September 18, 1987

I am writing with regard to the proposed ski area 
development on the South Fork of the Eagle River. This 
project is enormously important to Anchorage and Eagle River 
and deserves the full support of the Administration, as it 
appears to conform with stated goals for tourism development 
and overseas trade. • In fact, it might be an ideal candidate 
for the 'Trade Alaska program.'

Several'concerns need your attention and leadership, 
particularly now that the Chugach State Park master plan 
amendment process is near completion. I hope that the state 
agencies involved in the project, which have already been as 
helpful as possible within existing constraints, can be 
assisted and encouraged in resolving these concerns.

Dear Governor Cowper:

Coordination by Division of Parks

To date the most involved state agency has been the Division 
of Parks in the Department of Natural Resources. Within its 
existing budget and lacking experience in siting and 
permitting for major ski development, the division is 
attempting to revise the Chugach State Park Master Plan, 
analyze Mr. Rogner's development proposal, figure out what 
studies and information will be needed for permitting to 
occur, and conduct the leasing process. Obviously this is a* 
big job, especially to assure that the "unacceptable impact" 
findings (required by HB 16) and contract procedures are 
fully complied with.

Too late last session I received a request from the 
Department to support funding for new staff to coordinate 
these activities. Unable to provide for the funding in the 
FY 88 budget, I suggested that perhaps the Governor's Office 
could provide some support if the need for staff were proven 
later in the fiscal year. And although I believe that DPOR



is working hard on the project, it is clear that the project 
could move more quickly and successfully with more staff 
support.

I have not been contacted by the Department in this regard 
but believe that there is a need for immediate funding and 
staff support for the Eagle River ski area proposal. With 
immediate action to provide additional staff support, the 
siting process can be accelerated and the program for 
collecting environmental information related to permitting 
can be defined. I hope that your office can find 
discretionary emergency funds for DPOR or the commissioner1s 
office of DNR as soon as possible. I will support 
continuing funding for the ski project in the FY 89 budget.

Interagency coordination 
•

There are several major interagency concerns. First, the 
International Trade office should be involved in planning 
for the project, to assist Mr. Rogner in understanding and 
meeting the regulatory requirements of the various levels of 
government and to consult on possible financial assistance 
(trade credits, for instance) for the resort and ancillary 
facilities, if needed. Second, affected departments of 
state'government —  including at least DNR, DCED, DEC', Fish 
and Game, Administration, Law, and DOTPF —  should be 
working together to meet with Mr* Rogner's staff in 
anticipation of the ski resort proposal and to prepare, for 
.any interagency issues that will require coordination. This 
could be accomplished in cooperation with municipal and 
federal government agencies, with state agencies taking the 
lead in initiating contact. Third, the commissioners of 
affected departments should coordinate among their divisions 
to be certain that all are prepared to assist on the 
project. For instance, in DNR the Parks Division will 
likely need to work with the Division of Land and Water and 
the Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys on water 
issues and permitting.

Leasing and contracting

The Eagle River/Chugiak Chamber of Commerce has written 
you regarding sole source contracting for the proposed 
project. The Chamber recognizes, I believe, that it is too 
early to be certain that sole source contracting is the best 
way to implement a site lease for the proposed ski resort. 
However, if the statutory and regulatory conditions for sole 
source contracting can be met, it appears that the site 
leasing process could be shortened by up to two months. I 
hope that the State will not foreclose the option of sole 
source contracting for the ski resort unless there is some 
good reason to do so. The State should be prepared to 
conduct whichever site leasing process can be conducted most 
expeditiously within the law. Determination of the best - -
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procedure will require close coordination between the DNR
and DOA. It may be that both the sole source and
prequalification processes should be initiated and carried
through simultaneously.

In this case the State is in good position to assist a major 
economic development project —  potentially $175 million —  
while protecting state interests. I appreciate your 
attention to these important concerns.

Sincerely,

Sam Cotten 
Representative

cc: Commissioner John Andrews
Commissioner Judy Brady 
Commissioner Don Collinsworth 
Commissioner Mark Hickey 
Commissioner Denny Kelso 
Attorney General Grace Berg Schaible 
Commissioner Tony Smith



C h u g i a k - E a g l e  R i v e r

C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

P .O . Box 770353 /  Eagle R ive r, A laska 99577

"PLACE OF MANY PLACES’*

August 19, 1987

The Honorable Steve Cowper 
Governor of Alaska 
Post Office Box A 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Governor Cowper:

The Chugiak - Eagle River Chamber of Commerce would like to suggest 
sole source procurement procedures, as detailed in Section
36.30.300 of Alaska Statutes, as the method for implementing any 
decision rendered by the Commissioner of Natural Resources 
regarding amending the Chugach State Park Master Plan to allow the 
development of a Ski Resort within the Park boundary.

In the nine months that Rogner Touristik has tried to move forward 
with their Eagle Valley Resort project, there have been a number of 
occurrences that have effectively stalled this project. The first 
was the decision by the Department of Natural Resources to 
institute a fourteen month process to amend the Chugach State Park 
Master Plan to include downhill skiing in spite of the fact that 
the master pian already identified downhill skiing as a compatible 
use within the Parks' boundaries. The second was the decision on 
the part of Department of Natural Resources to call for 
competitive bids. The third occurrence on the part of the state 
was the signing into law of House Bill 16. Clearly these three 
acts do nothing to encourage the development of the largest single 
capitol project for the entire State of Alaska, but instead send a 
discouraging signal to anyone considering bringing new enterprise 
to our state. We at the Chugiak - Eagle River Chamber of Commerce 
are very concerned about recent overtures from Washington State to 
try and lure this resort development away from our community.



The current timetable being published by the Division of Parks 
calls for the final concession contract to be signed in July of 
1988, with the Request for Proposal stage set for November 1987 
and the Selection Committee process set for July 1983. These 
dates account for a delay of nine months in issuing a concession 
contract resulting in a one year delay in construction.

House Bill 16 states that "the Director may negotiate a permit 
for commercial activity if: (1). The conditions of A.C.C. 18.05 
are met; (2). Issuance of the permit is compatible with the 
purposes for which the park was established; (3). The applicant 
pays a fee, established under 11 A.C.C. 05.010 (a) (12)."

The Division of Parks has inventoried the sites for potential 
development within the Park and the Eagle Valley Site proposed by 
Rogner Touristik was identified as the primary site for 
development by the Division's own evaluation. Clearly, Rogner 
Touristik's ownership of the 95 acres adjacent to that site would 
give their proposal an element that no alternative bidders would 
possess. Secondly, the Statutes regarding Section 36.98.030 
state that the provisions of the Request for Proposal and 
Competitive Bid Procedure shall not apply if the "agency 
demonstrates that there is a single source of the expertise or 
knowledge required or that one person or firm can clearly perform 
the required tasks more satisfactorily because of the person's or 
firm's prior work."

Therefore, based on this information and the Division's own 
intent to ask for financial data and bid bonds to determine the 
viability of potential developers, ve feel that Dr. Rogner's 
company will emerge as the only candidate for a concession 
contract, and that sole source procurementois devised for 
circumstances such as these.

The State of Alaska has a marvelous opportunity before it that 
would allow for further diversification cf our industry base and 
the development of a clean and renewable resource. This 
project is consistent with your administration's articulated 
policy of expanded international trade and economic development.



Stephen R. Punch 
President

We urge you to expedite approval of Rogner Touristik and send a 
signal to the international business community that Alaska welcomes 
new enterprise.

We look forward to your personal involvement in this issue.

Respectfully,

cc: Commissioner of Natural Resources
Commission6?r of Commerce 
Commissioner of Administration

Note: Your office may obtain further information by contacting
Anne Ziesmer-Hays, Executive Director of the Chugiak - Eagle River 
Chamber of Commerce at 694-4702.
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MEMORANDUM

To: A1 Meinera S.C. feegsc**/ / ?  j

From: Fred Vreeman 
Economic Program^ Manager

STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF PARKS & OUTDOOR RECREATION

Date: 9-1-87

File: EP-ERSA-20

Phone: (907) 762-4506

Subj: Sole Source procedures for
concession contracting the 
Eagle River Ski Area

Attached are several pages that outline the parameters and procedures for sole 
source procurement. The issue is not really a complicated one with respect to 
our plans for the Eagle River project. Essentially the law says that the 
commissioner of Administration must;

" . . .  determine in writing that there is only one source for the required 
procurement or construction. A sole source procurement MAY NOT BE awarded if a 
reasonable alternative source exists." (AS.36.30.300)

This law will be in effect on January 1 of 1988. The current law is even
stricter however it essentially says the same thing.

We also have a memo from administration detailing their view of the sole source 
procedures and stating that they are going to interpret the law very strictly. 
In this memo it is made clear that sole source proceedings are NOT to be used 
to avoid writing and distributing RFPs, which is essentially what the 
newspapers seem to be asking us to do.

There is an alternative method, however, that Chris and I have included in DOAs 
draf regulations. This procedure involves several steps as follows:

1. We must have a good clear definition of exactly the type and scope of
service that we desire. This must include all envisioned services to be
provided by the contractor, a timeline for development, and other
restrictions or conditions that will be put on the development.

This definition is mandatory, obviously, if we are to determine if anyone
else can perform the service. There is no way we can say there is only
one contractor to do the service if we don't even know, specifically, 
what that service is.

2. The definition can be written up and advertised, asking for interested
resort developers to respond, essentially the same as a competitive
solicitation however we could do this without writing up an RFP and
simply write up a "scope of services".

3. If only one firm or interested bidder responds to the advertisement then 
we would approach DOA with a request for sole source procurement. If we 
approached them prior to this they would simply require us to do step 2 
anyway. If more than one interested bidder responds then sole source is 
not permitted.



Current Timeline

COMPARISON OF SOLE SOURCE VS CURRENT COMPETITIVE
\ y'■ . ' ' i ' ■ v-1'./

:vb PROCESS
■

Sept

Oct. 10 

Oct. 30

Nov. 15 

Dec. 10

Dec. 20

Public Review of Master Plan Revisions 
Public Meetings on Plan Ammendments

■
Final Master Plan Revisions Completed

Preliminary Decision by Commissioner under AS.41.21.027 to 
contract for resort and ski area development

Public Hearings on Proposed contract for resort & ski area
Final Decision by Commissioner under AS 41.21.027, scope of 
services defined, size and scale of development outlined, 
contract terms & conaitions drafted

Request for Proposals published and advertised

RFP is a n2-stage" design-build type solicitation.

Stage I submissions are designed to pre-qualify the bidders based on 
their experience and performance record, financial ability to perform, 
and their general site-development plan and schedule of development.

This stage should result in a list of qualified bidders based on the 
minimum qualifications outlined in the RFP. Those minimum criteria will 
include:

- Size and scope of development and general timeline
- Location of development and public/private land mixture
- Experience in ski area and resort development
- Financial Ability to Perform

Stage II submissions will be requested only from the bidders that meet 
the minimum qualifications. Stage-II proposals will require detailed 
site development plans, engineering studies that show the site plans to 
be feasible, analysis of market, detailed construction and development 
schedules, cost estimates for each phase of construction, and proof of
financial ability to perform.

Jan. - Mar. Bidders have 3 months to prepare Stage-I proposals

March 20 Stage I proposals due from bidders

April 1 Qualified bidders are asked to submit Stage--II proposals 
including detailed' plans and proposals.

April - June Bidders have 3 months to prepare Stage-II proposals

June 20 Stage II of proposals are due from bidders

July 10 Proposals evaluated and contractor selected

July 10 - 20 Contract Negotiations and Final Contract Signed



T.imeline projected if Sole-Source determination is sought 
*

* (Sept - Dec timeline remains the same, these steps are required by law)

* Oct. 10

* Oct. 30

* Nov. 15

* Dec. 10

Public Review of Master Plan Revisions 
Public Meetings on Plan Ammendments

Final Master Plan Revisions Completed

Preliminary Decision by Commissioner under AS.41.21.027 to 
contract for resort and ski area development

Public Hearings on Proposed contract for resort & ski area

Final Decision by Commissioner under AS 41.21.027, scope of 
services defined, size and scale of development outlined, 
contract terms & conditions drafted

(Sole Source Procedures)

Dec. 20 Scope of Development published and advertised

Interested resort and ski area developers are asked to submit 
a letter stating their interest in the development outlined. 
Request also asks developers to outline their experience and 
background as well as their proposed financing for the 
project.

If only 1 letter is received from an apparently qualified 
developer then the Director can request that a sole-source 
determination be made by the Dept of Administration.

Jan. 20 "Request for Alternate Procurement" submitted to DOA

Feb. 15 Determination by Commissioner of Administration that a
sole-source situation exists and authorization to negotiate a 
contract with the single bidder

The Division would now ask the developer to submit a written plan for the 
proposed development. The plan should include detailed site development 
plans, engineering studies that show the site plans to be feasible, 
analysis of market, detailed construction and development schedules, cost 
estimates for each phase of construction, and proof of financial ability 
to perform. The detailed plan should also include the developers project 
team, experience and performance record, and any other information that 
would be necessary to negotiate a successful contract. This information 
will be necessary before contract negotiations could begin.

It is estimated that at least three months would be necessary for a 
bidder to prepare the development plan outlined above.

May 15 (projected) Proposed development plan submitted by developer

May 15 - June 15 Contract Negotiations and final contract signed



Benefits:

If the sole-source procedure is pursued the timeline could be shortened, 
however only by about 1 month. It would be shortened further if a development 
plan could be prepared by the developer before 3 months as projected.

Risk:

There are a number of risks associated with pursuing a sole-source 
determination. These include:

1. If more than one apparently qualified bidder submits a letter of interest 
then we will probably have to issue a Request for Proposals anyway. 
Initial contacts with developers indicate that there is more than one 
interested firm, and while they may not all be fully qualified, this 
process does not allow us as much flexibility in dismissing their 
proposals as the Request for Proposals process allows.

If we are required to issue an RFP anyway we will have lost about 2 
months of time in pursuing the sole source determination.

2. If we do make a sole-source determination there is a potential exposure 
to law-suit by disgruntled developers who may state that the process was 
"rigged" for one developer and they were unable to participate,

3. Sole-source procurement methods weaken our negotiating stance 
considerably. Return to the State, impacts on wildlife and vegetation, 
impacts on scenic and wilderness values, and other perceived impacts are 
going to be difficult enough to negotiate under the RFP process. The 
added knowledge that "the/ are the only game in town" along with the 
pressure to accomodate the develpment will weaken our negotiating stance 
and could have a negative impact on some of the park resources.

Recommendation ?

I can see no net positive effect of pursuing a sole-sour' a determination. It 
opens up several negative possibilities and has virtually no desirable effect. 
The mention of its consideration has already weakened our perceived position 
with some environmental interest groups and although this probably presents no 
real problem it would be helpful to have those groups on our side. We will 
need their advice and information sources in order to develop effective terms 
to deal with the impacts they are concerned with.

The articles that first mentioned this possibility may cause us problems with 
disgruntled bidders in the future if they file a grievance stating that we 
pre-selected the austrian firm for this development.

I recommend that we make a public statement that we have considered the 
possibility of making a sole-source determination and have decided that there 
may be other firms interested in developing a resort and ski area in Chugach 
State Park, and furthermore the sole-source determination would not save us any 
time, therefore we will continue our.current competitive process.

CC '. J  o c K c j . ‘ \ e s 
h ) J ~< sh  a

a t b e h '*  e * t s  : S  'hi,hAeS;



FILE NO,

THRU TELEPHONE NO.
465-2200 V

SUBJECT:

FROM;
Procurement I

Commissioner Garrey Peska^v 
Department of Administration

The stated purpose of the present procurement law is to protect the state 
from uneconomic contracts procured without competition, to insure vendors 
fair play in dealing with State government, and to insure vendors fair 
competition with one another for State contracts.

With the decline in oil revenues and resultant reduction in budgets it is 
easy to understand the importance of protecting the state from uneconomic 
contracts. What should be noted is the increased importance of treating 
the vendor community fairly. Most Alaskan businesses depend, in some 
part, on income received from dealing with the State. As State 
expenditures decline, we are going to affect the livelihood of many 
Alaskans. It is only natural that their sensitivity to State procurement 
procedures will increase.

It is important that the Alaskan vendor community be treated fairly in 
our contracting procedures. I believe a vendor will accept losing in an 
open, fair, competitive procurement process. I can understand their 
concerns if they feel they have been treated unfairly or have been denied 
the opportunity to compete. The greatest opportunity for these feelings 
to develop exists when an open competitive procurement is not used.

The traditional methods of forgoing open competitive procurement
processes have been through bid waivers, limited solicitations and sole 
sources. There are some legitimate circumstances when these approaches 
are appropriate. I do not believe those circumstances occur very often.

The present law allows flexibility in utilizing alternative procurement 
methods. The law taking effect July 1, 1987, allows little flexibility.
July 1, 1987, is not the time to prepare for the new law. Effective
immediately I have directed my staff to advise me if the justification to 
procure goods or services in other than an open competitive process meets 
the requirements of the new law. I will take that into consideration 
before approving or denying the request. The bid waiver process must not 
be used to make up for the lack of advance planning. The request for 
alternate procurement method can not be used simply to avoid writing’ 
Request for Proposals (RFP). This more rigorous review will require that 
more bids and RFPs be written.

In order to reduce the impact on your department, please advise your 
staff of the importance of advance planning.

>2-001 A (R*v 10-04)
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I have asked the  purchasing s t a f f  to  be as c r e a t iv e  as p o ss ib le  its 
help ing  you mee\. your needs. The P ro d u c tiv i ty  Improvement Center can 
o f f e r  courses in w ri t in g  RFP's and b id s .

The D' rtment o f  A dm inistration  i s  s t r e s s in g  a new emphasis on our 
d u t ie s  to  provide s e rv ice  to  o th e r  o p e ra t in g  departments. We want to  
make the  procurement process smooth and e f f e c t iv e  fo r  you while t r e a t in g  
a l l  o f  the  p o te n t ia l  vendors f a i r l y .  We a lso  a re  the agency charged by 
law with the  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  managing and c o n t ro l l in g  the procurement 
p rocess .

P lease help us by cooperating and understanding  our r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  
con tro l  t h i s  process while we s t r i v e  to  provide you with the se rv ice  you 
need.

GP/RL/cli



or  to  c i rcumvent  d i e  s o u r c e  so l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s

Cha pt er  106

p r o p o s a l s  must  be r e g l a t e r c d  I n  t he  s t o l e  t o  p e r l o i m  a r c h i t e c t u r a l ,  

e n g i n e e r i n g ,  o r  l and  s u r v e y i n g  s e r v i c e s .

(e )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  does nor  ap ply  t o  a c o n t r a c t  th . i t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  

b o t h  d e s i g n  s e r v i c e s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n .

ARTIC1.E * .  OTHER PROCUREMENT METHODS.

Sec .  36 . 30 .300 .„  SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENTS. (a )  A c o n t r a c t  may 

he awarded f o r  a u p p l i e a ,  s e r v i c e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  o r  c u n s t r o c -  

t l o n  w i t h o u t  c o m p e t i t i v e  x e s l e d  b i d d i n g ,  c o m p e t i t i v e  s e a l e d  p r o p o s n l s ,  

o r  o t h e r  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  a c c o r d an c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  by t he  

consul ss  l o n er  of  a d ml n i i  t r a t  Ion.  ^ ^ u n M r a ^ ^ n a ^ J n ^ ^ w a r J c ^ u m i o r t M s  

s e c ^ o ^ o n l ^ w h e i ^ t h e c h l e ^ p r o c u ^ o e i i ^ ^ ^ f ^ e ^ o r ,  f o r  c o n s t r u c t  I on 

c o n t r a c t s  o r  p r oc ure a i en t s  f o r  t h e  s t a l e  equipment  f l e e t ,  t he  commis­

s i o n e r  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  d e t e r m i n e s  I n w r i t i n g  

t h a t  t h e r e  l a  o n l y  one s o u rc e  f o r  t he  r e q u l r e J  pr ocurement  o r  con- 

s t r u c t l o n .  A c o le  s o u rc e  p rocurement  may nu t  be awarded I f  a r ea-

su na b le  a l t e r n a t i v e  s ource  e x i s t s .  The w r i t t e n  d e t e r m l n a l i o n  must

In c l ude  f i n d i n g s  o f  fa ce  t h a t  su ppo r t  by c l e a r  snd c o n v i n c i n g  e v id e nc e  

t he  d< t et ni inat  Ion t h a t  o n l y  one s o u i c t  txi i . ' f t . .  The n n i h o r i t y  t o  it.il >• 

t h e  d e t e i m i n a t  Ion r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m,y nut  l.e d e l e g a t e d ,

(b)  The u s i n g  a pe n c ^ s h ^ n s u b m i t w r l ^ u - i i  e v i de n ce  c u u i o i m C J  

s o l e  s o u r c e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  The contml ss  l o n e r  of  admf tilt;! r. t t  i on o r  t he  

c o u ml sc l on er  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  os a p p r o p r i a t e ,  

s ay  a l s o  r e q u i r e  t h e  s ub mi ss io n  o f  c o s t  o r  p r i c i n g  d a t a  In cn mi ecc io n  

wi th  an award u nde r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

' ( c l  The procmeMicnt  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  n e g o t i a t e  u t l h  t he  s i n g l e  

s u p p l i e i ,  t u  i ha  e x t e n t  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  t o  o b t a i n  a c o n t r a c t  a dvant ageous  

t o  tin* s t a t e .

( d I  Prueut  emeitt r e q nl  r e m c n t a oiav not  be a r t i f i c i a l l y  d i v i d e d .  

1 1 . igutflited, a g g r e g a t e d  o r  s t r u c t u r e d  ! . o  as  r n  e t . i i s l i l u i e  a p u r ch as e

IHS CSSH It 1(1 in) -ii-

Sec.  36.3U.3IO.  EHKHCRNCY PKOUIHEtlCNTS. P ru c ur em en ts  may he 

made under  tmergency c u n d i t i u n s  as d e f i n e d  In r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  by 

t he  comnt lssioncr  when t h e r e  e x i s t s  a t h r e a t  t o  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e ,  

o r  s a l e t y ,  when a s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  t h a t  makes s procuresiei t t  t h r o u g h  

e n n -p e l i t l vc  s e a l e d  b i d d i n g  or  c o m p e t i t i v e  s e a l e d  p r o p o s a l s  I m p r a c t i ­

c a b l e  o r  c o n t r a r y  t o  t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  d r  t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c  or  

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  An emergency p i ocur emunt  need  n o t  be made t h r o u g h  

c o m p e t i t i v e  s e a l e d  b i d d i n g  o r  c o m p e t i t i v e  s c a l e d  p r o p o s a l s  b u t  s h a l l  

he made w i l h  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  i s  p r a c t i c a b l e  u n d e r  Lhe c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

A w r i t t e n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by t he  p rocurement  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  b a s i s  l . ir 

t h e  emergency and f u r  t he  s e l e c t i o n  of  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t r a c t o r  s h a l l  

be i n c l u d e d  in t i le c o n t r a c t  f i l e .  The w r i t t e n  d e l c r m i n a c i o n  must 

i n c lu de  f i n d i n g s  of  f a c t  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t he  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

S e t .  l b . 3 0 . 3-’U. SHAM. PROCUREMENTS. ( a )  A pr ocurement  f o r

s u p p l i e s ,  s e r v i c e s ,  o r  c n i i s l ru i  t i on i l iac does  n u t  e xceed  an a g g r e g a t e  

d o l l a r  ,io.i.iiii( o f  SS.OOU may he maJc In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  

adopted  by t he  eco-mi s s i o n c r  f o r  smal l  p r o c u r e m e n t s .

(b) A c o n t r a c t  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  d o t s  nut  exceed 

S'/i.OPO may be mule under  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  c o r n ! s s i o n c r  f or  

smal l  p r oc ur em en ts ,  ex ce pt  t h a t  an agency may nut  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t he  

s e r v i c e s  nl l e g a l  counse l  wi thou t  t h e  a p p r o v a l  t.|' (he a t t o r n e y  

g e n e r a l .
(c )  Small  p i oeur eme nl s  iii -d nut  he made r l u o u g h  c o m p e t i t i v e  

s e a l e d  b i d d i r ,  n r  c o m p e t i t i v e  s t a l e d  p r o p o s a l s  bur :.hu I be made u l f h  

compel 11 ion i hat i s  pruc l  I f  ih le  iindei d ie  c l rc ia i c . (a i .ce i , .

(■I) I'l nciii er.cnl i t i pn i cmeiu » oiav not be ,it t i I i c i . i 11v div ided  u r  

f ragmented so as l o  coin t i l u t e  a p u n l . c . e  ur.dei f l i u .  i . ec r lon or tu
IICS i SSU U K K I n t
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agency cont r ac t  aha l l  he awarded by compel 1 1 Ive aea l ed b idding.

I )  ( b)  Compe t i t i v e  aealed bidding la not r equ i r ed
3 ( I )  when the commissioner determine# In wr l L l n g  tha t  f ood ,
< c l o t h i ng ,  o r  medical  aupp l l e a ,  o r  m a te r i a l s  f o r  use In l a b o r a t o r y  o r
t medical  atudl ea may be purchased otherwi se t o  the beat advantage o f
• the s t a t e :
/ ( 2 )  when r a t e s  are f ix ed  by law o r  ord l nance i
I  (T)  l u r  the purchase o f  products o r  s e r v i c es  manufactured
8 or piov idcd by an employment program!
lbH (*>) f » r  the purchase u f  products o r  s e r v i ce s  prov l i l ed liy
n| |  the c u i r c c t l o n a l  I n du s t r i e s  program est . ih l  isl ied under AS 31 . 32 :
i?B ( 3 )  f u r  p r o f e a i l o n a l  s e r v i c e s :  nr
i l l  ( 6 )  f o r  conceas l ons operated on s t a t e  p rope r t y ,
l* ( c )  In t h i s  sec t i on  "employment program" means a nonp ro f i t
It program to Inc rease employment o ppo r t un i t i e s  t o r  i n d i v id u a l s  with
ii phys i ca l  o r  mental  d i s a b i l i t i e s  tha t  co ns t i t u t e  su bs t a n t i a l  handicaps
It l o  employment.
is Sec. 3 6 . 1 0 . 1 10 .  I l iVITATiuli TO Hil l ,  l a )  When compet i t i ve  sc . . I , . I
is b idding is used,  the procurement o i l  l e e r  s h a l l  i ssue an i n v i t a t i o n  ro
hi b id .  I t  must Inc lude a t ime, p lace and date by which the b id  imisi be
II r ece i ved ,  purchase d es c r i p t i o n ,  and a d es c r i p t i on  ut a l l  c o n t r ac tua l
I I  Cermr. nod cond i t i on s  app l i c ab l e  to the procurement.
I I  ( b )  When reapondlng t o the l n v l t u t l o n  tu h id ,  the b idder  s h a l l
74 H supply evidence o f  Che b idde r ' s  v a l i d  Alaska business l i c e n s e .  A
i s |  b idder  f o r  a cunst rucc lon cont r ac t  s h a l l  a l s o  submit evidence o f  the
is b id d e r ' s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  under AS 08 . 18 .
I )  Sec . 3 6 . 3 0 . 1 1 3 .  SUBCONTRACTORS. ( a )  Within 26 hours a f t e r
7 1 opening o f  b id s ,  the rwo apparent luw b idder s s h a l l  submit u l i s t  o f
78 the subcon t rac to rs  the. b idder s propose t o use In the pet I'ormuncc o f

IICS CSSB J i i l ( F l n )  - 1 0 -
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ill the co n t r a c t .  The l i s t  s h a l l  Inc lude the naqe and l o c a t i o n  o f  tha
71 place o f  bus iness f u r  each subcont ract or  and evidence o f  Che subcon-
H

3 H t r a c t o r ' s  v a l i d  Alaska business l i c en se .  A b idde r  f o r  a conscrucciun
com race ahu l l  a l s o  submit evidence o f  each su bc on t r a c t o r ' s  r e g l a t r a -  
I lun under AS 08.  III.

I l l )  A hidih'i Clay r ep l ace a l i s t e d  subc on t r a c t o r  i f  the subcun-
1 1 ac t o r

i l l  I . i l l s  t o  comply wi th AS 0 8 . 1 8 :
i t )  t i l e s  t o r  h uikniptcy o r  becomes In so l ve r , t |
( i i  t a i l s  l u  execute a co n r r a r t  wi th the b idder  I nv o l v ing

pel I in mum e o f  the uotk I ,*i‘ which ( l ie suhconr r . i c t o r  was l i s t e d :  
i t )  t a i l s  l o  obta in  bonding:
( 6 ) f a l l s  tu ob ta in  I nsurance accep tab l e  t o  the s t a t e :
( 6 )  t a i l s  t o pLr furm the con t r ac t  wi th the blv e r  i nvo l v i ng  

wotk l u r  which the subcont ract or  was l i s t e d :
{ / )  ii,ii t: t be subs t i t u t e d  i l l  O lder  f o r  ( he pi ru.e con t r ac t o r  

t o s d t i s t y  r equi r ed  f ede ra l  d f f i i i u a t i v c  a c t i o n  r equi reincnrs i
1 8 ) r e f uses to agree o r  ah id t  wi th the b id d e r ' s  l abo r

agiecuivr. l i  nr
(Y:  i r. determined by the piucur rment  o f f i c e r  not r o be a

r e s pons ib l e  bidder .
( r )  I f  a b idder  f a i l s  t o l i s t  a su bcon t r ac t o r  o r  116CS moro than 

one subcont ract or  l o r  the same p o r t i o n  o f  work and the va l ue  o l  that 
work i s  In o e i c s s  o l  h a l f  ot one percent o f  the t o t a l  b id ,  tha bidder  
s h a l l  he e m i s i d c i . i l  I c« have ag rx 'd  t o per fo rm (ha t  p o r t i o n  o f  work 
wl Ihdtir I he use o l  u siibcoiu r e c t o r  and t o h.*ve rcpi  esented the b idder  
t o  he qua i l  I red l o  per fo rm that  work.

( di  it l adde r who ,iC l eu.pt s t o e r r  ciunvcuc the requi rements o f  ' '  
s ec t i on  l>>- l i s t i n g  at n Mihcnnt me t o r  another  cont r . i c i u i  %■!<•' ’

- I I -  Ills'
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( 3 )  ha« maintained a p lace nf  bus iness wl t l i i i t  (l ie s t a l e  

s t a f f e d  by the b idder  o r  an employes o l  the b lddur  f o r  a pur l in)  o l  s ix 
months Immediately preceding the date o l  the bidi

( 6 )  I s  i ncorporat ed  o r  q u a l i f i e d  t o do bus iness under the 
laws o f  tha s t a t e .  I s  a co l e p r o p r l e t o r a h l p ,  and the p ru p r l e t o i  i s  a 
r e s i den t  o f  the s t a l e  o r  I s a pa r t ne r sh ip ,  and a l l  purcnerc u ie  t e s l -  
deiits u f  the su i t e s  and

( 5 )  I f  a . jo int  venture .  I s  compused e n t i r e l y  o f  ventui es 
t i n t  q u a l i f y  under ( I )  - ( 6 )  o f  t h i s  subscc l t un .

( c )  i f  u b idder  q u a l i f i e s  under (b> u f  t h i s  Rec tum nc all A 111:. La
b idde r ,  l a  o l l a r l n g  se r v i c es  through an eiiiployuieiit program as de f ined  
under AS 3 6 . 3 0 . 1 0 0 ( c ) ,  and l a  the luwesl  r e sp ons ib l e  uml r esponsi ve 
b idder  wi th a b id  that  I s  not Biore than 10 percent  higher  than the 
lowest b id  o f  a non re s ident ,  the procurement o t l l c e r  sh a l l  award the 
con t r ac t  t o  tha t  b idde r .

Sec.  3 6 . 3 0 . 1 9 0 .  MULTI-STEP SEALED BIDD1NC. When I t  i •. con- 
i i idered l oi pr acci ea l  t o  I n i t i a l l y  p rep.ue „  d e f i n i t i v e  purchase de­
s c r i p t i o n  t o support  an award based on p r i c e ,  the prucuieoient o f f i c e r  
may l o sue an i n v i t a t i o n  t o b id  r equest ing the submission o f  unpr iced
techn i ca l  o f f e r s  t o be f o l lowed by an i n v l r a t l o n  to b id  l im i t e d  l o  the
b idde r s  whoso o f f e r s  a r c determined t o be t e c hn i c a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  under 
the c r i t e r i a  set  out  in the f i r s t  s o l i c i m t l u l l .

ARTICLE 3.  COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS.
I Sec.  3 6 . 3 0 . 2 0 0 .  CONDITIONS FOR USF. ( a )  Except as otherwi se

provided In t h i s  chapte r ,  o r  un l ess  s p e c i f i c a l l y  exempted by low, an
a g e n c y  c t m ^ a ^ t 3 h ^ ^ ^ ^ w a £ d e d h y ^ c u n ^ i e ^ ^ ^ i e _ s t m K a l _ £ r o | m s ^ l _ s _ _ l f U j

i s  not award£d_by compet i t i ve  senUM^hi^hUng^ Cons t ruc t ion  mjy on l y 
b e . p r o cu r ed  by compet i t i ve  i i e j l r d  p roposa l s  I f  the condi t ion : ;  under 

CSSH 36 I ( F In )  - 1 6 -

l b )  The coMaiss l oner  may provide by r e g u l a t i o n  that i t  l a  e i t h e r  
l lu l  pi at t I cabl e nr not idvahl  ageutil t o the u l a t a  to p r o m t *  s p e c i f i e d  
t ypes n f  su pp l i e s ,  ce r v i ce s ,  o f  cons truct  i on  by compe t i t i v e  sea l ed 
bidding tha t  would otherwi se be procured by chat method. When the 
c h i e f  procurement o f f i c e r ,  o r  f u r  co ns t ru c t i on  c on t r a c t s  nr  p r o cu re ­
ments f,.ir I lie s t a l e  eqoipmcnr f l e e t ,  rl ie cocxal hh I one r o f  t r an spu t r a -  
I lul l  and pub l i c  f a d  11 l i e s ,  determines In w r i t i n g  tha t  the use o l  
h i .  pet 11 1 vc sea led  Lidding is e i t h e r  noc p r a c t i c a b l e  o r  not advanta­
geous tu the s t a t e ,  a co nduc t  may be en te r ed  I n t o  hy compet i t i ve 
• lepl td pi i pio.a 1 s in i umr i l . i n r e wl ih the i cgulut  I n n s . When I t  Is 
determined that I t  I s  p i act  ic. ible but not advantageous t o  use compet i ­
t i v e  sca l ed  b idding ,  the chi e f  p io i  uren.cnt o f f i c e r  ur cunmias l ont r  o f  
t r . i i ispor l  at  Ion and pub l i c  ( u t i l i t i e s  s h a l l  sp ec i f y  wi th p a r t i c u l a r i t y  
tliu bas is  f o r  the d e te ru l n a r l u n .

i t )  When the ch i e f  procurement c f f i c e r  determines ih. i t  I t  Is 
advantageous t o the s t a t e ,  a prcrureuicnt o f f i c e r  may I s sue o request 
f o r  p lopi i sa l . ,  request inc. ( l ie suh.mis*:on o f  o t f e r s  r o  pruvide con­
s t r u c t i o n  hi , -t'coidance wi th u design provided hy ( l ie o l f e r n r .  The 
icquesc f o r  p roposa l s  s h - l l  r equ i r e  tha t  each p roposa l  suhmitted 
conta in  a s i ng l e  p r i ce  that  inc ludes the d i - s l gn/hui  I d.

Sec.  5 6 . 3 0 . 2 10 .  REQUEST FOR 1‘KOEuSALS. («> A r equest  f o r  '
compet i t i ve  sea led  p roposa l s  must conta in the da t e ,  t ime end p l ace l o r  
d e l i v e r i n g  p i i q i osa l h ,  a s p e c i f i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i lie su pp l i e s ,  cun- 
s t r u c t I n n ,  s e r v i c e s ,  o r  p r o f e s s i on a l  s e r v i c es  Co be prov ided under the 
cm.I r a i l , .a..! ( l ie teims under which I lie s u p p l i e s ,  cons I rue 11 on , s er -  
v l n s ,  oi p i . l l ,  -.sinn/l l s e r v l c , a t e  l a  be p rov ided .  The request t l i a l l  
i c q u . l e  Ihi i . ' l i r m  I. , sulili.lt evldei .ee o l  the o f l e i o t ’ s v a l i d  Alaska 
bus iness  l i c ense  and, no I .Her  than t la dat e Ly wl i i ih p r o posa l s  most

• ' / -  HCS l.SNH 16 I ( F in )
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1986 ADMINISTRATION 2 AAC 12.430
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2 AAC 12.430. CONDITIONS FOR USE OF SOLE SOURCE 
PROCUREMENT. (a) Sole source procurement is not permissible 
.unless there -is clear and convincing evidence that a 
requirement is available from only a single supplier. A 
requirement for a particular proprietary item does not 
justify a sole source procurement if there is more than one 
potential bidder or offeror for that item. The following 
are examples of circumstances which could necessitate sole 
source procurement:

(1) where the compatibility 
accessories, or replacement parts is
consideration;

of equipment, 
the paramount

(2) where a sole supplier's item is needed for 
trial use or testing;

(3) where a 
procured for resale;

sole supplier's item is to be

to be
procured.

(4) where public utility services are 

Cr) *

(b) The determination as to whether a procurement 
should be made as a sole source must be made by the chief 
procurement officer. ' The determination and its basis must 
be in writing. The officer may specify the application of 
the determination and the duration of its effectiveness. In 
cases of reasonable doubt, competition should be solicited. 
Any request by a using agency that a procurement be 
restricted to one potential contractor must be accompanied 
by an explanation as to why no other source will be suitable 
or acceptable to meet the need. A procurement officer shall 
conduct negotiations, as appropriate, as to price, delivery, 
and terms of a sole source procurement. _

(c) Sole source procurement procedures may be used for 
the purchase of items for the purpose of testing a 
prototype. The amount or number of items to be purchased 
must be justified in writing as the minimum required to 
accomplish a credible testing of the item. A testing report 
available to the public must be issued in writing as soon as 
practicable after completion of the testing. (Eff. X/XX/XX, 
Register ).

Authority: AS 36.30.300
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STEVE COWPkR. GOVERNOR

3601C STREET 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
PHONE: (907) 561-2020

MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. BOX 107001
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA99510-7001

August 24, 1987

ref: Review and Update of Chugach State Park Master Plan

Dear Interested Alaskan:

The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation has prepared draft master 
plan alternatives for resort development, commercial helicopter 
landings and the management of Eagle River Greenbelt in Chugach State 
Park. The attached document discusses these alternatives and 
identifies the division's preferred alternative. This document and 
the public meetings listed below are intended to allow you to review 
and comment on this information and the division's proposed policies 
to deal with these issues.

Written comments may be submitted through September 30, 1987 at the
above address or come to one of the following public meetings to have 
your views recorded. Both written and oral testimony from the public 
meetings will be considered before final decisions are made on 
amending the master plan. These decisions are scheduled to be made in 
early October by the Director of the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation. The public meetings will be held as follows:

EAGLE RIVER
Wednesday, September 9, 7 pm, Eagle River Library, Valley River Center 

WASILLA
Thursday, September 10, 7 pm, Wasilla Junior High School, 650 E.
Bogard Road

GIRDWOOD
Tuesday, September 15, 7 pm, Little Bears Child Care Center, Alyeska
Highway

ANCHORAGE
Wedsnesday, September 16, 7 pm, Anchorage, Museum of History and Art, 
121 W. 7th Avenue

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to call me at 
762-2617 or Nat Goodhue at 762-2656. Your interest in the management 
of Chugach State Park is appreciated.

Al° Meiners 
Project Manager

attachment: management alternatives
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This paper introduces, discusses, and evaluates alternative approaches 
for resolving plan issues. The plan issues are ski resort development, 
commercial helicopter landings and the direction of management and 
development of the newly acquired Eagle .r ‘ ,rer Greenbelt. Plan 
alternatives represent different management approaches which are 
available to park managers when dealing with plan issues. In varying 
degrees, all the alternatives satisfy the mandates of the park 
enabling legislation, statewide park system goals and objectives, and 
master plan objectives. The preferred alternative seeks to balance 
these goals and objectives and the public interest.

METHODS

The alternatives are evaluated based on a set of general criteria, 
drawn frcm three sources: the park enabling legislation; overall
management goals for the state park system; and management objectives 
listed in the park master plan

Enabling legislation for Chugach State Park, AS 41.2.1.. 121-125, 
specifies five primary purposes:

- to protect and supply a satisfactory water supply.
- to provide recreational opportunities by providing areas 

for specified uses and constructing the necessary facilities.
- to protect areas of unique and exceptional scenic value.
- to provide areas for wildlife viewing.
- to protect the existing wilderness characteristics of the 

easterly interior area.

The Statewide Framework Plan for Alaska State Parks details five 
overall goals for the management and development of the state park 
system:

- to provide for outdoor recreation needs of Alaskans and 
visitors through acquisition, development, and management of state 
park units.

- to preserve and protect areas of natural significance.
- to preserve and interpret Alaska's cultural heritage.
- to protect and manage areas of significant scientific or 

educational value.
- to support Alaska a tourism industry through the acquisition, 

development, and management of state park units.

The 1980 Chugach State Park Master Plan lists twelve parkwide 
management objectives:

- to protect and interpret the park's natural features.
- to provide recreation facilities and opportunities for the 

general pub.!ic due consideration given to appropriate facilities
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tor tne nanaicappea ana agea.
- to minimize the impact of human presence, particularly in 

wilderness, scenic, and fragile areas.
- to avoid the construction of permanent or vulnerable facilities

in flood plains and in other areas of known natural hazards.
- to preserve existing wildlife habitat and encourage the 

opportunities for wildlife viewing throughout the park.
- to identify, preserve, protect and interpret archaeological and 

historic objects, sites and routes.
- to designate a series of well-defined access points along the 

park's perimeter and provide appropriate facilities.
- to construct park facilities with concern for ease of 

maintenance and management.
- to construct park facilities with natural materials which blend 

into the landscape.
- to coordinate and assist in planning the development of 

privately owned lands within the park through cooperative planning, 
zoning, or acquisition in order to maintain the park's integrity and 
natural values.

- to initiate boundary adjustments as necessary to increase the 
potential for outdoor recreation and for protection of the park.

- to investigate land exchanges and management agreements with 
public and private agencies in order to consolidate park lands and 
management functions.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

After eliminating redundancies and items of secondary importance from 
the preceding lists of criteria, the following seven criteria have 
been selected for use in evaluating the plan alternatives:

Water Supply - to protect and supply a satisfactory water supply 
for the Anchorage area.

Recreational Opportunities - to provide recreational 
opportunities by making specified areas in the park available for 
particular uses and constructing the necessary facilities.

Scenic Value - to protect areas of unique and exceptional scenic 
value.

Wildlife Viewing - to protect and provide areas for the display 
and viewing of local wildlife.

Wilderness Character - to protect the wilderness character of the 
eastern interior and other wilderness areas.

Natural Areas - to preserve and protect areas of natural 
significance.

Tourism - to support Alaska's tourism industry through development 
and management of park units.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public opinion and comment has been used in evaluating management 
alternatives. Public meetings were conducted by the Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation in May, 1987 to gather public opinion on plan 
issues and alternative management approaches. The meetings and public

3



Anchorage, AK) and available for inspection. Additional copies of this 
document may also be obtained at this address. Copies of A Comparison 
of Potential Alpine Ski Areas in Chugach State Park: An Analysis of 
Terrain Capability are also available at this address.

| ~ : v; ■- ■ , 1 'V-'" s ; ; ';-V ■
This document has been sent to person who attended the public meetings 
in May of 1987, person who sent in written comments and other 
interested individuals. This document was prepared with review and 
comment from the Chugach State Park Citizen's Advisory Board.

Comments from the public on these draft management alternatives may be 
submitted to the below listed address through September 30th, 1987 and 
will be considered prior a final decision by the director. Comments 
should be sent to:

Chugach State Park Master Plan 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
P.O. Box 107001 
Anchorage, AK 99510-7001

For more information contact Al Meiners at 762-2617 or Nat Goodhue at 
762-2656 or stop by Suite 1280, 3601 C. Street, Anchorage, AK.

A series of public meetings to obtain public comment on the draft 
alternatives and the division's preferred alternatives are being held 
as follows:

EAGLE RIVER, Wednesday, Sept. 9, 7 pm, Eagle River Library, Valley 
River Center

WASILLA, Thursday, Sept. 10, 7 pm, Wasilla Junior High School

GIRDWOOD, Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7 pm, Little Bears Child Care Center, 
Alyeska Highway

ANCHORAGE, Wednesday, Sept. 16, 7 pm, Anchorage Museum of History and 
Art, 121 W. 7th Avenue

The Director of the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation is 
scheduled to make a final decision in early October after fully 
considering public comments.



ALTERNATIVE A: NO RESORTS

Under this alternative, commercial recreational resorts including 
downhill ski facilities would be considered inappropriate in Chugach 
State Park and therefore prohibited. This alternative represents a 
very strict and very conservative interpretation of the park enabling 
statute. No further action would be taken on the recent request for 
permission to construct ski runs and associated resort facilities in 
the park. Other requests for similar proposals would be rejected.

ALTERNATIVE B: ONE SKI RESORT IN NON-WILDERNESS ZONES

Under this alternative, resort development is considered compatible 
with the purpose and management objectives of Chugach State Park, if 
located in a natural or recreational development zone, and after all 
appropriate environmental and recreational impact studies are 
performed and satisfactory mitigation strategies devised. In this 
alternative, one resort oriented primarily towards alpine skiing will 
be considered. The area selected for ski resort development will be 
reclassified in the master plan as recreation development zone. If 
the ski area is near a wilderness zone boundary, a natural zone buffer 
will be established to minimize noise or visual impacts on the 
wilderness zone. The director will determine the appropriate width of 
the buffer.

Alaska State Parks will begin a contracting process (subject to 
recently passed state legislation) leading to a concession contract 
for construction and operation of ski resort facilities at a single 
site. The state would request proposals for selected sites within the 
existing recreational development and natural zones which have been 
identified through a parkwide analysis. Project proponents would be 
required to perform detailed impact analysis and show mitigation 
measures. Only one alpine ski resort site would be developed. The 
site to be developed will probably be one of the sites identified as 
having a moderate or high development potential in the Comparison of 
Potential Alpine Ski Areas in Chugach State Park: An Analysis of 
Terrain Capability (DPOR,1987). The sites with moderate or high 
development potential based on an analysis of terrain area circled on 
the map. Sites with a high terrain potential are noted with an *.

Other types of resorts or recreation'll facilities, such as an 
environmental education center or nordic skiing center, may be 
considered on a case-by-case basis, according to a set of general 
compatibility criteria, as follows:

- implements or is consistent with the park's purpose, as 
specified in its enabling legislation.

- enhances public use and enjoyment of the park.
- provides services not feasible or approrriate for the state to 

provide.
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- must
- M % 0 .

inside

public need or desire, 
service cannot be provided outside the park or on private lands 
the park.

- must be located in natural or recreation development zones.
- no significant conflicts with existing recreation use and use 

patterns. ■
- no significant or unacceptable wildlife impacts.
- no unacceptable impacts to park resources, including land, 

soil, vegetation, and water.
- no substantial impacts to adjoining wilderness zone areas.
- designed to minimize scenic and visual quality impacts.

ALTERNATIVE C: MORE THAN ONE SKI RESORT IN THE NON-WILDERNESS ZONE

This alternative is similar to Alternative B, except that more than 
one ski resort will be allowed. The areas considered for ski resort 
development should be among the sites identified in the Comparison of 
Potential Alpine Ski Areas in Chugach State Park; An Analysis of 
Terrain Capability (DPOR, 1987). The areas selected for ski resort 
development will be reclassified in the master plan as recreation 
development zone. If a ski area is near a wilderness zone boundary, a 
natural zone buffer will be established to minimize noise or visual 
impacts on the wilderness zone. The Director will determine the 
appropriate width of the buffer. The state would periodically request 
proposals from the private sector or respond to interest from the 
private sector, making the sites available for consideration for ^ki 
resort development. As in Alternative B, project proponents would be 
required to perform environmental and social impact studies and 
propose mitigation measures. Several sites could eventually be 
developed under this alternative.

As in Alternative B, other commercial resorts would be evaluated for 
general compatibility using a set of general criteria. See above.

EVALUATION OF RESORT ALTERNATIVES

The matrix below provides a general evaluation of each of the plan 
alternatives, using criteria discussed earlier.

Change
in;

Water
Supply

Recreation
Opportunity

Scenic
Values

Wildlife
Viewing

Wilderness
Character

Natural
Areas

Tourism

Alt. A + + - + 0 + + + + --

Alt. B 0 + - 0 0/- - +

Alt. C 0 + + - -/ + — — + +
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++ Highly desirable effect 
+ Moderately desirable effect 
0 Neutral effect

Moderately negative effect 
Highly negative effect

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

The preferred alternative is Alternative B, which allows one ski 
resort in the existing recreational development or natural zone, 
subject to appropriate controls and stipulations. A review of the 
park enabling legislation and other policy documents has determined 
that there are no legal or policy prohibitions against contracting for 
ski resort development. A properly sited and operated resort would 
make park lands available for large numbers of recreationists, both 
local and tourists, without displacing existing park users. Wildlife 
studies and development of appropriate mitigating measures and 
contract terms will lead to safeguards against significant adverse 
impacts to birds, fish, and other wildlife. This alternative can also 
provide other benefits to the park, because concession contract 
revenues would help fund additional rangers, facilities, or other park 
management services for the public. Public comment at the series of 
public meetings in May was largely in favor of allowing a resort.

One site would be made available for resort construction and 
operation, The site ivill not be specifically identified in the master 
plan. It will be selected through a more detailed evaluation of the 
sites identified in A Comparison of Potfntial Alpine Ski Areas in 
Chugach State Park: An Analysis of Terrain Capability (DPOR, 1987). 
This more detailed evaluation will consider a variety of factors such 
as potential impacts on existing recreation uses, water, scenery, 
wilderness, wildlife, fish, and park neighbors. Prior to seeking 
proposals for the development of a ski area, the Commissioner of 
Natural Resources is required to issue a finding which details the 
nature of the concession activity being proposed, evaluates iikely 
impacts, and includes concession contract terms and conditions.
The Division has inventoried fourteen potential sites within the 
natural zone of Chugach State Park, eliminating those with significant 
problems from further consideration. At present, three sites are at 
the top of the list of potential areas: Eagle River, Eklutna Lake 
South, and the Wolverine Bowl (see attached map). Of those three 
sites, the Division prefers the Eagle River site over the other two, 
for the following reasons:

- its location within a relatively developed area means less 
impacts to existing park users and wildlife.

- accessibility would be primarily by means of existing roads 
rather than entirely new roads.

- its relatively low potential for displacing traditional outdoor 
recreation, when compared to Eklutna valley and the Wolverine bowl.

- potentially significant conflicts between resort development 
and the "power withdrawal" status of the Eklutna site, as well as

7



Eklutna’s importance as a water supply source for the Anchorage area 
- potentially severe impacts associated with road access to the 

Wolverine site, as well as expected neighborhood opposition.

ALTERNATIVES FOR HELICOPTER USE

RECOMMENDATION

The private, non-commercial landing of helicopters for recreational 
access or activities in the park is prohibited. Commercial 
helicopters may not be chartered for general recreational access to 
the park.

The director may authorize helicopter landings for management 
purposes. Management purposes include: conducting or supporting 
scientific research including wildlife inventories, maintaining 
communications facilities which have been located in the park under 
special park use permit, search and rescue operations, park ranger 
patrols and law enforcement, park facility development and 
maintenance, or similar activities.

The director may authorize helicopter landings for special events such 
as commercial filming and community festivals. In all cases, special 
event landings will not be allowed in or within 1 mile of a wilderness 
zone. Whenever possible, the director shall consult with the Chugach 
State Park Citizens Advisory Board. In issuing permits for special 
events, the director shall take reasonable steps to avoid:

- landings in or low level overflights over areas or times of 
visitor use of the park.

- low level overflights of residential areas.
- disturbance to wildlife.
- landings in or low level flight over park wilderness zones.
- flights that will constitute a threat to public safety, or,
- landings which would be more appropriately located on lands 
outside of the park.

Commercial flight-seeing and landing are proposed to be managed by one 
of the following alternatives:

ALTERNATIVE A: NO FLIGHT-SEEING LANDINGS

Under this alternative, commercial or non-commercial flight-seeing 
helicopter landings would be considered incompatible with the purposes 
of the park. No permits or concession contracts would be issued for 
this activity and all pending and future requests for such permission 
would be rejected.

ALTERNATIVE B: ONE COMMERCIAL FLIGHT-SEEING LANDING SITE IN 
NATURAL ZONE

8
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Under this alternative, one operator would be selected through a 
competitively bid RFP process to use one designated site, mapped on 
the following page. The following criteria have been used in 
selecting the landing site. Operational stipulations which would 
govern the contract are also listed.

Site Selection Criteria
- good view.
- no conflict with overflight of residential areas.
- no significant adverse impact on park wildlife.
- no significant adverse impact on existing park uses.
- FAA review and concurrence is obtained for the site and 

aircraft hazards are minimized.
- site is not within a wilderness zone or r;-it.hin 1 mile of a 

wilderness zone boundary.
- site is no more than 1 mile from the park periphery.

Operational Criteria
- site approach direction and altitude will be controlled except 

in an emergency.
- operator will be responsible for keeping the site clean.
- passengers may not be dropped off or left on the ground longer 

than 30 minutes.
- the number and timing of flights will controlled.
- a concession contract will be entered into.
- a fee will be paid to the state.
- initial contract term will be limited to one year, with 

subsequent contract terms to be up to four years.

ALTERNATIVE C: UP TO THREE COMMERCIAL FLIGHTSEEING LANDING SITES IN 
NATURAL ZONE

This alternative would allow for up to tnree designated landing sites 
, one of which is the same as selected in Altternative B, in the 
natural zone, subject to the same review and mitigation measures 
discussed in Alternative B above.

EVALUATION OF HELICOPTER ALTERNATIVES

The matrix below evaluates each of the helicopter alternatives, using 
the general criteria outlined in the introductory section.

Change
in:

Water
Supply

Recreation
Opportunity

Scenic
Values

Wildlife
Viewing

Wilderness
Character

Natural
Areas

Tourism

Alt. A 0 - 0 0 + + --

Alt. B 0 + 0 + - 0 +

Alt. C 0 + + J + — ... + +
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Legend

++ Highly desirable effect 
+ Moderately desirable effect 
0 Neutral effect

Moderately negative effect 
Highly negative effect

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

The preferred alternative is Alternative A, which prohibits commercial 
flight-seeing landings in the park. Although there are means of 
mitigating the negative site specific impacts associated with 
he! .opter operations (as outlined in the site selection and 
operational criteria in Alternative B), public concern and opposition 
to any commercial helicopter use of the park continues. This 
opposition affects public confidence in state park programs. The 
public does not separate the issue of site specifric' helicopter 
landings from the broader issue of whether helicopter landings are an 
appropriate park activity. The division has concluded that the 
broader issue is a legitimate public concern sufficient to reject any 
and all applications for helicopter landings privileges in tne park.

ALTERNATIVES FOR EAGLE RIVER GREENBELT

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt Municipality of Anchorage's (MOA) plan on an interim basis. 
Follow up with detailed management plan, with representation from 
advisory board, municipality, local community councils, local parks 
and recreation board, school d strict, ADFG. The park lands and 
waters located along Eagle River from the Eagle River Visitor Center 
downstream to the Glenn Highway shall be considered a separate 
planning and management unit in the park. The park advisory board is 
researching possible Eklutna native names for the area. Until a name 
or names are adopted by the Director, the area shall be referred to as 
Lower Eagle River Valley. Detailed planning for the management unit 
will be guided by one of the following alternative statements of 
management intent:

ALTERNATIVE A: HIGH INTENSITY USE AND MANAGEMENT

General description: This alternative promotes a high level of use
and development within the greenbelt, with facilities designed to 
accommodate a diverse range of users and constructed over a large 
area. This alternative more closely resembles urban park standards 
than the other alternatives, however, the overall management will

10



still be oriented towards passive forms of recreation rather than more 
urban/active forms such as baseball fields and playgrounds.

Recreational facilities: Retain MOA trail recommendations for 40
miles of trails and routes, located on both north and south sides of 
river. Retain MOA recommendations for six recreational access sites, 
with parking and boat launches. Expansion of Eagle River campground.

Management policies: Accommodate existing uses and avoid conflict
among user groups with area closures, special use areas, time and 
3pace allocations, separate facilities, etc. Snow machines allowed in 
certain areas and when there is adequate snow cover. All other 
motorized activities prohibited. Permit range of commercial 
operations such as boat liveries, horse trail rides, whitewater 
guiding/outfitting, and bicycle rentals.

ALTERNATIVE B: MODERATE INTENSITY USE AND MANAGEMENT

Recreational facilities: Trails will be developed as determined
appropriate in the detailed management plan for the area. Recreational 
access sites may be developed. When possible, facilities will be 
sited to be buffered or screened from the river. The Eagle River 
Campground may be expanded if appropriate.

Facilities will not be built for the purposes of attracting 
substantial new recreational demand tc the area. Facilities will be 
phased so as to satisfy existing recreational demand and anticipated 
demands of the near-term future.

Management policies: Motorized uses (including boats, snowmachines and 
ATVs) will be prohibited in the management unit. This recommendation 
will displace some existing snowmobile use in the area. Commercial 
activities(such as whitewater guiding, horseback trail rides, etc.) 
will be limited in number through concession contracting procedures 
(whitewater guiding, horse trail riding, etc.). To enhance wildlife 
viewing opportunities, close valley to hunting according to AS 
41.21.022, subject to concurrence of the Board of Game.

ALTERNATIVE C: LOW INTENSITY USE AND MANAGEMENT

General description: This alternative emphasizes the natural and
semi-wild character of the greenbelt, particularly its wildlife, 
wildlife habitat, and scenic quality. Facility development would be 
limited to necessary access sites and basic trails and routes.

Recreational facilities: Lower trail design standards (narrower,
rougher surface, sharper turns). Other recreational facilities 
limited to those related to basic river access. No expansion of Eagle 
River campground. Facilities will not be built for the purpose of 
attracting substantial new recreational demand to the greenbelt. 
Facility development will be phased so as to satisfy existing 
recreational demand and the demand of the near-term future.

11



icies: Motor vehicles snow machines)
prohibited on trails, river, and other areas. Commercial activities 
would be severely limited, and usually done under concession 
contracting procedures '(rather than park use permit). To enhance 
wildirfe viewing opportunities, close the valley to hunting according
to AS 41.21.022, subject to the concurrence of the Board of Game.

'

EVALUATION OF GREENBELT ALTERNATIVES

The alternative statements of management intent for the greenbelt are 
evaluated in the matrix below, using criteria discussed in the 
introduction.

Water Recreation Scenic Wildlife Wilderness Natural Tourism 
Supply Opportunity Values Viewing Character Areas

A l t .  A

A l t .  B

A l t .  C

Legend

++ Highly desirable effect 
+ Moderately desirable effect 
0 Neutral effect

Moderately negative effect 
Highly negative effect

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

The preferred alternative is Alternative B, which provides for 
moderate use and development in the greenbelt. This alternative has 
generally neutral or moderate effects as measured in the evaluation 
matrix above. Facility development and management policies attempt to 
balance between the sometimes competing objectives of recreational 
opportunity and resource protection.
Facilities will not be built for the purpose of attracting substantial 
new recreational demand to the greenbelt. Facility development will 
be phased so as to satisfy existing recreational demand and the demand 
of the near-term future. Public opinion at the May public meetings 
was generally light and mixed on greenbelt issues. However, several 
people suggested that trail standards should be fairly low, meaning 
narrow widths and rough surfaces. Several others suggested a strict 
policy concerning motorized vehicles. This alternative prohibits all 
motorized activities because of their destructive effects on scils and 
vegetation, wildlife displacement, noise, and conflict with 
traditional, non-motorized activities.

12



A TERRAIN CAPABILITY STUDY

Introduction. The staff of Alaska State Parks, in cooperation 
with the Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys, 
conducted a reconnaisance-level survey of potential downhill ski 
sites in Chugach State Park.

The study analyzed only potential ski terrain. It did not 
consider other factors regarding the appropriateness of ski area 
development, such as accessibility, wildlife impacts, snow 
making, displacement of existing park users, etc., which must go 
into any decision on a site's suitibility for ski development.

Purpose. The study provides an objective analysis of the Eagle 
River site proposed by the Rogner Touristik company, using 
accepted standards and guidelines developed through experience by 
the ski industry. It also serves as a basis for comparison with 
other potential sites, in the park.

If the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreaion decides to proceed 
with competitive concession contracting for ski resort 
development in the park, the study would serve as an initial list 
of potential sites, which would then be subjected to a more 
rigorous and comprehensive analysis incorporating other factors.

Methoaology. The methodology was modeled after a similar study 
conducted as part of the Hatcher Pass Management Plan project.
The first step was to examine ail natural zones and development 
zones in Chugach State Park, using 1:250,000 and 1:63,360 scale 
USGS maps. The objective was to locate areas with slopes ranging 
between 10% and 60%, with uninterrupted slopes between 25% and 
40% being the best for intermediate skiers. Amount of vertical 
terrain available for skiing was also recorded, as was the 
availability of flat ground for base facilities. With this 
technique, a list of 13 sites was selected for further study.

The next step was to fly over the areas with a helicopter, taking 
note of such factors as terrain diversity, ground cover, and 
terrain hazards (gullies, boulders, etc.). The overflights 
resulted in the list of potential sites being reduced to ten.

The final step was to do detailed mapping of slopes for each of 
the candidate sites, separating runs into skier capability 
classes (novice, beginner, intermediate, advanced). Percentage 
of slopes available for each class was computed. The results of 
the analysis are summarized in the attached matrix. A report 
documenting the study is being written and will be ready for 
review by July 20.
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Staff of the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation and the Division of 
»•.,*>logical and Geophysical Surveys conducted a reconnaissance-level survey of 
potential downhill ski sites in Chugach State Park.

The study was conducted as part of a limited review and update of the 1980 
Chugach State Park Master Plan. Th ' review and update responds to three 
current management and development issut^ which are not adequately treated in 
the original plan: commercial helicopter operations, Eagle River Greenbelt,
and resort development within the park. This study concerns the resort 
development issue.

The study provides an objective analysis of the Eagle River site proposed by 
the Rogner Touristik company, using accepted standards and guidelines devel­
oped by the ski industry. It also serves as a basis for comparison with other 
potential sites in the park.

The study will be used as one source of information on the park, to be con­
sidered alongside many other information sources. It is not intended to be a 
complete analysis of ski area suitability, which would necessarily incorporate 
other information types, such as accessibility, wildlife impacts, displacement 
of existing park users, etc. It does, however, provide the best information 
available concerning potential alpine ski terrain in the park. This informa­
tion is essential to an informed decision on the question of whether, and 
under what circumstances, ski resort development should be allowed in the 
park.

If the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation decides to proceed with 
competitive concession contracting for ski resort development in the park, the 
study would serve as an initial list of potential sites, which would then be 
subjected to a more rigorous and comprehensive analysis incorporating other 
factors.
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METHODOLOGY

The study will be most useful when Its methodology is clearly stated and 
understood. The sections below discuss the terrain characteristics necessary 
for a good ski area, the study's methodology and the limitations of such an 
approach.

A. Ski Area Characteristics

Many characteristics constitute a good alpine ski area. The character­
istics addressed In this study are: 1) slope aspect, 2) vertical descent
of slopes, 3) terrain balance, *0 fall line continuity by ability level, 
5) terrain diversity, 6) ground cover, 7) terrain hazards, 8) base area 
development potential, and 9) potential for other outdoor recreation 
activities.

1. Slope Aspect

In Chugach State Park, east and, to a lesser extent, west facing 
slopes provide the most desirable exposure to the sun. At more 
southerly latitudes, north slopes are needed to protect slopes from 
solar heat, but at Alaska latitudes it is desirable to expose 
sun-starved skiers to direct sunlight as much as possible. South 
facing slopes would be subject to loss of natural or artificial snow 
during spring skiing season when temperatures may be too warm to 
permit making more artificial snow. West facing slopes are exposed 
to sunlight during the warmer part of the day and therefore will be 
more subject to melting and subsequent icing than east facing 
slopes.

2. Vertical Descent and Lengths of Ski Slopes

Vertical descents of 3,000 or more feet would compare with the major 
ski areas of the world. Canada and the United States each have a 
sKi area or two with just over **,000 vertical feet and there may be 
areas in Europe with over 5,000 vertical. Areas with 2,000 to 3,000 
vertical provide a lot of interesting skiing which would be attrac­
tive to a broad clientele. Areas with less than 2,000 vertical 
provide good day-use skiing for local residents if located within 
one-half hour driving time of most users.

3. Terrain Balance

Skier market studies indicate that the majority of skiers prefer 
intermediate terrain, with considerably less demand for novice and 
advanced/p*.pert slopes. Existing Anchorage ski areas tend to be 
either p edominantly novice slopes (Russian Jack Springs, Hilltop 
and Hiliberg) or advanced (Alpenglow and Alyeska). The greatest 
need in southcentral Alaska is for an area with long intermediate 
ski runs and an overall terrain balance of:

3



Percentage of Area 
20-25%
50-60%
20-25%

Skier Abl11ty Level 
Novice 
Intermediate 
Advanced/Expert.

Slopes gradients for each are:

Skier Abi1ity Level 
Novice 
Intermediate 
Advanced 
Expert

Slope Percentage or Degrees
20-25% or 06"-l5°
25-^0% or 1 !*°-22° 
^0-55% or 22°-29° 
55-80% or 29°-39°

k. Fall Line Continuity by Ability Level

The desired percentages of acreage by skier ability level are not 
necessarily Indicative of good skiing for all skiers. In addition 
to the desired balance, there must be continuity of slope gradient 
for each ability level so that each class of skier can have a 
continuous ski run.

5. Terrain Diversity

For skiing to be most fun, small variations of terrain are neces­
sary. The physical sensation of changes in terrain over short 
distances and visual surprises create a sense of adventure which 
greatly enhances the alpine skiing experience. A potential site may 
possess the right statistics and slopes which are correctly inclined 
plains but result in boring skiing.

6. Ground Cover Types

Vegetation rather tha i ock is preferable, especially in climates 
with limited snowfall, and a mixture of vegetation enables a 
variety of scenery and snow conditions from tree skttng to skiing 
the open spaces above timberline. The presence of trees as high as 
possible on the mountain is desirable to protect snow and skiers 
from windblown conditions.

7. Terrain Hazards

Terrain hazards such as cliffs and boulders could be a major con­
straint if located along routes likely to be followed by skiers, 
especially when there is poor visibility.

8. Base Area Development Potential

Adequate level or moderate terrain is necessary at the base of ski 
slopes for the placement of lift, warm-up, and food service facil­
ities, parking, and storage of maintenance equipment. Twenty to 
thirty acres with a gradient of le,s than 20% is adequate for these 
functions.



Commitment of large amounts of land and money for a single activity 
may not be justified from land use or economic feasibility view­
points. Therefore, It is desirable to locate alpine ski areas where 
they can support other outdoor recreation activities such as cross­
country skiing, ski jumping, lugeing, bobsledding, skating and dog 
mushing in winter; hiking, horseback riding, and mountain climbing 
In summer; and wildlife observation year-round.

B. Study Methodology

This study is similar to others which the Department of Natural Resources 
has conducted in conjunction with land use plans for the Tanana Basin and 
Hatcher Pass and which the U.S. Forest Service has conducted In the 
Chugach National Forest. This study examines much of the area between 
Chugach National Forest and the Hatcher Pass- Management Area, thus 
filling a major information gap on southcentral Alaska alpine ski sites.

This study entailed the following steps:

1. Research and data collection regarding alpine ski area requirements.

2. Consultation with skiers and park rangers to obtain opinions regard­
ing potential sites.

3. Map reconnaissance through which calculation of slope gradients 
(based on 100' contour lines) to identify areas with enough Interme­
diate terrain.

Steps 2 and 3 resulted in the identification of the following sites 
outside the wilderness zone, listed from north to south: 1) Eklutna
North., 2) Eklutna South, 3) Peters Creek - '■* Mile, 4) Peters Creek - 
6 Mile, 5) Peters Creek - 8 Mile, 5) Peters Creek - 10 Mile, 7) Lit­
tle Peters Creek, 8) Mt. Baldy, 9) Highland Mountain West, 10) High­
land Mountain East, 11) Eagle River, 12) South Fork Eagle River, 
13) Wolverine Bowl, 14) South Fork Campbell Creek, 15) Indian 
Valley, and 16) Bird Valley.

4. Three helicopter overflights and landings at selected sites (Eklutna 
South, Highland Mountain, Eagle River, and South Fork Eagle River) 
to visually verify the capability of the 16 identified sites and 
obtain slope gradients with Inclinometers at landing sites. Still 
photos, video camera, and field notes were used to record the data. 
They are available for viewing at the Alaska State Park Anch. office. 
Step 4 resulted in the elimination of:

Eklutna North due to funnel shape of lower third of mountain 
and resulting absence of a skiable fall line;
Peters Creek - 8 Mile due to lack of terrain diversity;
Peters Creek - 10 Mile due to precipitous and therefore hazard­
ous areas;
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Little Peters Creek due to the limited useable vertical de­
scent;
South Fork Campbell Creek due to the limited vertical descent; 
and
Bird due to the high proportion of steep terrain and limited 
opportunity for intermediate skiing.

Step A also entailed observation of existing Alpengiow and Alyeska 
ski areas and the potential Winner Creek ski area in the Chugach 
National Forest for comparison purposes.

5. Detailed analysis of terrain capability field data was portrayed on 
maps at a scale of 2 inches to the mile. Application of ski area 
requirements resulted in delineation of slopes by ability level and 
writtr.j analysis of other information which describes terrain 
capabi1i ty.

Participants.in this study were Nat Goodhue, who wrote it, Dave Stephens 
who was responsible for revising the Chugach State Park master plan to 
deal with resort development and other issues both from the Division of 
Parks and Outdoor Recreation and Bill Long and Stan Carrick, from the 
Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys who helped in the terrain 
analysis, and Craig Lindh, a ski area consultant, who participated in the 
field work.

Many factors must be considered in the evaluation of a site for downhill 
skiing. The scope of this study is limited to an analysis of terrain 
capability in recreation development and natural zones but not the 
wilderness zone of Chugach State Park. Is the terrain capable of provid­
ing high quality alpine skiing experiences?

study does 
such as:

not evaluate other factors which influence site capabii-

depth and duration of naturally produced snow; 
exposure to wind and sun which determine the retention of snow; 
adequacy of water supply for producing artificial snow; 
accessibility (except for the fact that consideration of only the 
natural and recreation development zones of the park resulted in 
most sites being within a few miles of existing roads); 
availability of utilities (electricity, communications, drinking 
water and sanitary waste disposal); and 
avalanche danger.

Nor does this study analyze the suitability of the sites for alpine ski 
area development. A si te may be capable of providing high quali ty alpine 
ski experience but might not be sui table for that use because of:

1. user conflicts - interference with other types of existing or 
potential recreation experience determined to be a more important 
use of a particular site;

Study Limitations

This
•ty,

1. 
2.
3.
4.
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wildlife conflicts - the displacement of wildlife from critical
habitat or loss of wildlife viewing opportunities;

■ ■■■■
detraction from scenic values - unacceptable changes of natural 
environment caused by public access roads, construction access roads 
on visible mountainsides, lift towers and cables, -base facility 
development, and lighting for night skiing;

noise pollution from ski lift motors, snow grooming equipment, and 
public automobile traffic;

land ownership - the unwillingness of property owners to make their 
land available for ski area development.

Also, the study does not evaluate the effectiveness of mitigation mea­
sures which could:

provide:opportunities for conversion of private land uses incompati­
ble with public recreation (e.g. "no trespassing" signs) to commer­
cial recreation lands available for public use;

if. minimize the visual impacts of alpine ski development on the land­
scape.

Finally, this study does not address the economic feasibility of the 
development of an alpine ski area, the cash flow resulting from the cost 
of facility development, land, roads, and utilities and the probable 
income from sale of lift tickets, food, beverages, supplies, lodging, and 
other services.

The terrain capability study, however, is the critical first step in 
determining alpine skiing potential within Chugach State Park.

enhance recreation opportunities other than alpine skiing, such as 
improved public access into the Chugach Mountains;

provide additional wildlife and scenic viewing opportunities;

7
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factors which are outside the scope of this study, severely limit the 
potential for alpine skiing within Chugach State Park. The majority of 
slopes of the Chugach Range exceed the maximum gradients for alpine 
skiing. Mountains within the natural zone of Chugach State Park reach 
heights of 6,000 feet above sea level adjacent to valley floors but those 
vertical descents of several thousand feet are unusable due to terrain 
hazards such as cliffs and boulders. Many mountains with some skiable 
terrain don't offer continuous fall line ski for each ability level 
because of the transition from steep to.moderate. Most Chugach mountain 
slopes are above timberline and offer little protection to skiers and 
snow from the wind. Where slopes terminate on lower valley floors there 
are several hundred vertical feet of forested slopes.

B. Potential Sites

The terrain characteristics of ten sites which appeared to be capable of 
supporting alpine skiing are described on the following pages. The sites
from north to south are:

1. Eklutna South
2. Peters Creek - k Mile
3. Peters Creek - 6 Mile
4. Mt. Baldy
5. Highland Mountain West
6. Highland Mountain East
7. Eagle River
8. South Fork Eagle River
9. Woiverini Bowl

10. Indian

9



s p i i a p

■SITE #1 - EKLUTNA SOUTH

1. Slope aspect: North

i ' v . ' v ; , '■ "■>
2. Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

4,000' 
1,100' 
2,900' 
8,000'

3. Terrain balance:

Abi1i ty
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness 
10-25% slope or 06°-l4 
25-40% slope or 14°-11 
40-55% slope or 22°-29 
55-80% slope or 29°-39

Acreage % of total
512 23
720 33816 36
192 8
24 0 100

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Continuous intermediate and
advanced terrain-for 95% of vertical descent.

5. Terrain diversity: No major variations of terrain. Except for small
variations, it would be smooth skiing and no visual surprises with 
limited sense of adventure.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for the upper two-thirds of slopes and
interesting birch/spruce forest for the lower one-quarter of slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Limited craggy areas.

8. Base area development potential: Ample space on bench near municipal
water treatment plant located between bottom of mountain and Eklutna 
River.

9. Other activity potential: Extensive opportunity for cross-country trail
system on the bench to the west of potential base area.



Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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1. Slope aspect: All directions

2. Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

4,500’ 
1,200' 
3,300' 
17,000'

3. Terrain balance:

Abi1i ty
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness
10-25% slope or 06°-l4° 
25-40$ slope or 140-11° 
40-55% slope or 22°-29° 
55-80% slope or 29°-39°

Acreage
'2M 
832 

1,083

% of total
13
38
49

2720S 100

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Continuous advanced slope 95% of
the way to base; intermediate slopes only 50% of the way to base.

5. Terrain diversity: Even gradient slopes with little diversity with
possible exception of some of the steep advanced slopes whose ridges 
contribute to a sense of adventure and views in many directions.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for the majority of area; birch arid
spruce forest and homestead clearing on lower slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): A few rock faces.

8. Base area development potential: Moderate terrain for compact base
development at confluence of slopes.

9. Other 'activity potential: Trail activity up and down Peters Creek
Valley.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes 

Novice (10-25% slopes) 

Intermediate (25-40% slopes) 

^  Advanced (40-55% slopes) 

Expert (55-80% slopes)



BlSi
SITE n  - PETERS CREEK - 6 MILE

'

1. Slope aspect: North

<
2. Elevations and length of potential Iift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

4,900'
1,400’
3,500'
12,000'

3. Terrain balance:

Ability Steepness Acreage % of tc
Novice 10-25% slope or 06°-l4° 314 28
Intermediate 25-40% slope or 140-110 506 45
Advanced 40-55% slope or 22°-29° 236 21
Expert 5 5 -80% slope or 29°-39° 64 6
TOTAL 1,120 100

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Discontinuous for all ability 
levels with no ability level run for more than 40% of slope.

5. Terrain diversity: Not much.

6 . Ground cover types: Alpine tundra.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, bowlders, etc.): Precipitous at top.

8. Base area development potential: Limited.

9. Other activity potential: Trail activity up and down Peters Creek 
Valley.
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Legend - Skier AblHty Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25“40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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SITE #4 - MTc BALDY

1. 

2.

Slope aspect: Northwest

Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

3,000'
500'

2,500'
10,500'

3. Terrain balance:

Ab?1i ty
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness
10-253 slope or 06°-l4° 
25-403 slope or 140-11° 
*♦0-553 slope or 22°-29° 
55-80% slope or 29°-39°

Acreage
288
568
264

1,120

3 of total 
25 
51 
23

Too

4. Fall line ;̂ ,/.'inuity by ability level: Continuous intermediate slope for
100% of the descent and continuous novice and advanced for 753 of de­
scent.

5. Terrain diversity: Little variation on upper slopes; lots of knolls,
rolls and hollows on some lower slopes.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra on upper half of mountain; moderately
dense spruce forest on lower half of mountain.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Bottleneck resulting from
steep drop-off at bottom of most promising intermediate slope. Terrain 
modification might alleviate this constraint.

8. Base area development potential: Moderate terrain constrained by res­
idential development.

9. Other activity potential: Firelake Recreation Center nearby.

1 6



Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Nov I (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-553 slopes)P m l m o  
Laks•

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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HIGHLAND MOUNTAIN WEST

1. Slope aspect: West

2. Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 3,500'
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

2,900
15,800

3. Terrain balance:

Abi1? ty
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness
10-25% slope or 06°-l4° 
25-40% slope or 14°-11° 
40-55% slope or 22°-29° 
55-80% slope or 29°-39°

Acreage
800
228
60

1 ,088

% of total 
73 '
21
6

Too

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Continuous novice slope for 95% 
of the distance,.

5. Terrain diversity: Little terrain diversity on upper slopes; some 
interesting draws on lower slopes.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for upper slopes, brush at mid-level, 
and second growth birch trees on lower slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Precipitous slope with some 
avalanching alongside upper part of slope.

8. Base area development potential: Extensive fiat terrain between base of 
slope and Glenn Hiqhway - Highland Drive interchange.

9. Other activity potential: Luge, bobsled, ski jumping and biathalon at 
proposed winter Olympic venues.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novic* (10.-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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SITE H6 - HIGHLAND MOUNT*IN EAST

1. S’ope aspect: East

2. Elevations and length of potential lift-nerved runs.:
WSsSwSi

Highest Usable Elevation 3,500'
L'" .iSL Usable Elevation 400'
Usable Vertical Descent 3,100'
Longest Possible Run 13,000'

3. Te'-rain balance:

Abiltty
Novice
Intermadiate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness 
10-25% slope or 06°-l4 
25-40% slope or 14°-11 
40-55% slope or 22°-29 
55-80% slope or 29°-39

t.o
O
o
o

Acreage

104
88

256

% of total 
20 
43 
37

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Discontinuous for all ability
levels with no ability level run for more than 50% of descent.

5. Terrain diversity: Major variation would occur at road crossing where a
bridge would be required; some variations in gullies.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra on upper slopes, primarily birch
forest on lower slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Deep, steep ravines and
ii tersection with Hiland Drive.

8. Base area development potential: Severely limited by roads and resi­
dences.

9. Other activity potential: Sightseeing at waterfall.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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SITE #7 - EAGLE RIVER

1 : ■.: ■.• ■•■ ■■•■ ; .;■ V • : -.■
. - ■ . ■

.

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Verticil Descent 
Longest Possible Run

!. Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

3. Terrain balance:

Abi1i ty
Novice
Intermed iate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness
10-25% slope or 06°-l4‘ 
25-40% slope or l4°-n‘ 
40-55% slope or 22°-29e 
55-80% slope or 29°-39c

Acreage
228“
628
504
170

1,530

% of total 
15 .
4l
33
11

100

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Continuous top to bottom slopes
for novice and intermediate skiing; continuous advanced skiing for 25% of 
descent.

5. Terrain diversity: Little diversity on most slopes, some variety in
gullies on lower slopes.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for majority of area with birch/spruce
forest and homestead clearings on lower slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Sharp rocks near summit. East
valley narrow just above midway creating a bottleneck on somewhat of a 
sidehi11.

8. Base area development potential: Ample flat terrain on floor of main
Eagle River Valley.

9. Other activity potential: Hiking into the mountains, cross-country
skiing, wildlife observation.

H
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L e g e n d  - S k i e r  Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40$ slopes)

Advanced (40-55$ slopes)

Expert (55-&'0$ slopes)



SITE §8 - SOUTH FORK EAGLE RIVER

1. Slope aspect: West

2. Elevations and length of potential lift-serve* runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 4,6001 -V
■ is*.*4 & -

Usable Vertica Descent 2,300* 777>;7..':: r~- v\'?Vf i■v.' ;i
Longest Possible Run 5,000* , ■ * - ■ ■' \X?\ '■

3. Terrain balance:
‘ s' r̂ ’.-vV ’’V

• ufVv- vi'v.' 7 •

AbilIty Steepness Acreage % of total
Novice 10-25% slope or 06°-l4° -- —
1ntermediate 25-^0% slope or 14°-11° 103 32
Advanced ^0-55% slope or 22°-29° 177 55
Expert 55-80% slope or 29°-39° *>0 13
TOTAL 320 100

b. Fall line continuity by ability level: Advanced skiing for upper
two-thirds of slope; intermediate for lower one-thi rd.

5. Terrain diversity: Slight.

6. Ground cove: types: Alpine tundra.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Precipitous near the top.

8. Base area development potential: Limited space between road and foot of 
slope.

9. Other activity potential: Hiking.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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Slope aspect: West

Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

f * 'Ts-': .'-V * *L$> : I* . -rJl

* * r-; ' -Vv^V.v' '*' * . :

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

4,000' 
1,200' 
2,800' 
12,000'

3. Terrain balance:

Abl11ty Steepness
Novice 10-253: slope or 06°-l4
Intermediate 25-4031 slope or 14°-11
Advanced 40-55% slope or 22°-29
Expert 55-80% slope or 29°-39
TOTAL

Acreage % of total
76S 
660 
364 
48

T 7 O T

25.5
46.0
25.0 
3.5

100.0

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Intermediate skiing continuity
for 75% of descent, advanced for 60%, and novice for 40%.

5. Terrain diversity: Mostly even gradient sections with the exception of
some incised ravines.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for 80% of slopes; alder and
birch/spruce forest for lower (novice) slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Some precipitous areas and
boulders on upper slopes.

8. Base area development potential: Moderate terrain in birch/spruce forest
at confluence of probable ski slopes.

9. Other activity potential: Cross-country skiing and hiking.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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Slope aspect: East and West

Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

2,700'
400'

2,300'
6,500'

3. Terrain balance:

Abi11ty
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness 
10-25% slope or 06°-l4 
25-40% slope or 14°-11 
M-55% slope or 22°-29 
55-80% slope or 29°-39

Acreage
640
624
736
40

I T P O

% of total 
31 . 
31 
36 
2 

100

6. Ground cover types: 
forest.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.) 
steeply incised ravines in valleys.

8. Base area development potential: Limited at base of potential lift lines 
due to steeply incised ravines.

9. Other activity potential: Cross-country trail activity limited to area 
of moderate slopes in dense forest of lower valley.

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Discontinuous slope angles on
west side of valley, i.e., upper slopes are advanced, mid-slopes interme­
diate and lower slopes novice and advanced slopes on east side of valley.

5. Terrain diversity: Variety of drainages, ridges and ravines provide an
adventurous setting.

Alpine tundra, shrubs and large spruce/hemlock

Rock faces on upper slopes and
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes 

Novice (10-25% slopes) 

Intermediate (25-40% slopes) 

Advanced (40-55% slopes) 

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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No one potential site ranks highest in all of the terrain characteristics. 
Peters Creek - k Mile has the longest run and the most intermediate acreage. 
Eagle River has the most vertical descent, with top to bottom intermediate 
skiing. Mt. Baldy also has a continuous top to bottom intermediate ski run. 
More detailed on-site analysis could result in some reductions in estimates of 
usable vertical descent.

Mt. Baidy, Eagle River and Indian have the most interesting terrain diversity, 
and potential for more adventurous skiing.

Eklutna South, Mt. Baldy, Eagle River, Wolverine Bowl and Indian have the 
advantage of trees growing at higher elevations whereas other sites have 
little or no forested areas for wind protection and scenic variety.

Terrain hazards were not observed at Eklutna South and Peters Creek - k Mile.

Adequate level terrain for base area development is present at Eklutna South, 
Peters Creek - h Mile, Mt. Baldy, Highland Mountain West, Eagle River, ' 
Wolverine Bowl.

Potential for other activities is present at all sites, with perhaps the most 
noteworthy being Highland Mountain West, where luge, bobsled, and ski jump 
facilities are being proposed in Anchorage's bid for the 199^ Winter Olympics.
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BILITY

Site

1. Eklutna South

2. Peters Creek- 
4 Hile

3. Peters Creek- 
6 Hi le

4. Mt. Baldy

5. Highland Mtn. 
West

6. Highland Mtn. 
East

7. Eagle River

8. South Fork 
Eagle River

9. Wolverine Bowl

10. Indian

Slope Aspect 

North

All directions

North

Northwest

West

East

North

West

West

East/West

Vertical Descent Longest Run 

2,900' 8,000'

3,300' 17,000'

3,500'

2,500'

2 ,9 0 0'

3,100'

A ,250' 

2 ,3 0 0'

2,800'

2 ,3 0 0'

12,000'

10,500' 

15,800'

13,000

15,800' 

5,000'

12,000'

6,500'

Terrain Balance
Novice Intermediate Advanced 

23%

13%

33% (720 ac.) 44%

38% (832 ac.) 49%

45% (506 ac.) 27%

26% 51% (568 ac.) 23%

73% 21% (228 ac.) 6%

47% (104 ac.) 37%

15% 41% (628 ac.) 44%

0% 32% (103 ac.) 68%

25.5% 46% (660 ac.) 28.5%

31% 31% (624 ac.) 38%

Intermediate
Continuity*

* The degree to which the top to bottom of hill is useable by intermediate skiers measured as a 
percentage of total vertical descent.
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II. RECOMMENDATIONS

Key actions needed to adopt and implement the Eagle River 
Greenbelt Plan are summarized below. Each of these is 
discussed in greater length in the following text. As noted 
in the Implementation section, the complexity and amount of 
land included in thi3 plan will require the utmost sen­
sitivity to the needs of both the landowner and land user. 
Moreover, a commitment by all parties will be required to 
bring this magnificent and unique resource into reality.

1. Upon adoption by the Anchorage Assembly of the Eagle 
River Greenbelt Plan, the Municipality should enter 
into negotiation with Eklutna, Inc. and the three 
other private land owners to acquire the Greenbelt 
land together with the six recreation sites other 
than the Eagle River Campground Expansion site as 
soon as possible.

2. A mix of acquisition techniques should be used
rather than a reliance upon a single approach. All 
of the techniques described in the text can contri­
bute in varying degrees and should be woven together 
in an acquisition strategy. A high degree of
cooperation and support between the Municipality and 
state agencies is necessary and must be cultivated 
and maintained. Consideration should be given to 
first 'negotiating an "umbrella agreement" to guide 
negotiation on the manner and basis for incor­
poration of Eklutna, Inc. owned land into the
Greenbelt.

3. Development should follow acquisition in the
creation of the Eagle River Greenbelt. Upon 
Greenbelt acquisition, Municipal Department of Parks 
and Recreation should then begin the process of site 
and trail development with a development priority 
that includes:

a. the six recreation sites,
b. the Greenbelt lands from the South Fork Park site 

downstream to the Eagle River Campground and 
including the South Fork Greenbelt link between 
the Park site and Waterfalls site; and

c. the remaining Greenbelt lands from South Fork 
upstream to Chugach State Park.

A detailed plap of management and operation slould 
be prepared with involvement of user groups to 
accommodate the variety of recreational needs. The



potential for effective integration of such a plan 
with the proposed Eagle River Greenbelt Trust (see 
Section V) should be seriously considered. The 
proposed continuous trail system should be 
established under the general guidance of this Plan 
as well as the more specific direction of the mana­
gement plan.

7 .

The Municipality should take the lead in exploring 
the potential of creating an Eagle River Greenbelt 
Trust. Such a Trust could serve not only as a 
vehicle for securing corporate and foundation funds 
leading to acquisition and management, but could 
serve as a community "watchdog" to ensure the 
integrity of the Greenbelt is maintained.

The State of Alaska, through the Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation, should pursue acquisition of 
land adjacent to the Eagle River Campground site 
from Eklutna, Inc. as an expansion to the existing 
campground.

Ghugach State Park trails should 
those Municipal trails/routes as 
Plan. .

be connected with 
indicated in this

The Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is consistent with 
the goals and policies of the Anchorage Coastal 
Management Plan which have identified most of the 
Greenbelt as Freshwater Marsh and Wetlands under the 
designation of Preservation Environment Coastal 
Resource Policy Unit.

'.m • •



IV. EAGLE RIVER GREENBELT PLAN

INTRODUCTION

The proposed Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is based on two 
primary objectives, to provide the opportunity for con­
tinuous recreational acc^eas Eo Eagle Kiver1 ] arid to con-~ 

"serve open space Tn* the valley bottom for wildlife 
habitat and watershed values.

The study area i3 defined as that portion of Eagle River 
valley classified as wetlands and/or lying within the 
100-Year floodplain, as well as bordering upland areas 
needed for trail location wildlife habitat or recreation 
sites. The study area extends from the Glenn Highway 
bridge-crossing to the administrative boundary of 
Chugach State Park (bordering Eklutna lands) in the 
upper portion of the valley. That portion of South Fork 
of the Eagle River extending upstream to the upper fails 
was also included. An inventory for the project was 
researched and compiled based on existing plans, 
background literature and existing maps and aerial pho­
tographs (see Inventory section). Published data was 
supplemented through knowledgeable individuals and field 
verification. (See "Sources" for a detailed list.)

Several plans have been prepared in the last five years 
which explicitly involve the Eagle River valley. The 
relationship of this plan to the Anchorage Coastal 
Management Plan is treated separately (see Section 
IV-G). The other plans are briefly described below. In 
all cases, the Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is both con­
sistent and serves as a refinement of these predecessor 
plans. The Eagle River-Chugiak-Eklutna Comprehensive 
Plan (1979) has classified most of the Greenbelt area as 
Marginal Lands with smaller areas at the periphery as 
resided>?il or alpine and slope affected land. This 
plan rw.euanized the special character of Eagle River 
valley in its assemblage of environmentally-senstive 
lands (i.e., floodplain, wetlands, areas of slope insta­
bility and critical wildlife habitat) and called for 
very selective development of these areas if at all. 
The Chugach State Park Master Plan (1980) identified the 
recreational use of the valley and called for the 
establishment of six sites along the river providing for 
vehicular access. The Southcentral Region Plan
Recommendations (1983) of the Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation specify working with both Eklutna, 
Inc. and the U.S. Army to maintain river travel and 
access to Eagle River under Special Management
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Considerations. Finally, the Eagle River-Chugiak- 
Eklutna Parks, Greenbelts and Trails Plan (1985) iden­
tified the need for an Eagle River Greenbel.t and 
acknowledged Chat its recommendations regarding such a 
Greenbelt would be superceded by this present plan.

The plan development task was initially seen as a linear 
process leading from inventory to opportunities/ 
constraints and on to plan alternatives from which a
recommended plan would emerge. As part of the opportun­
ities/constraints analysis, development conflicts, as 
well as environmental sensitivity and suitability were 
to be evaluated. As work proceeded, however, this pro­
cess was modified because its "straight-line" nature was 
ill-suited to the problem at hand. For example, it 
become clear that the real value of the inventory work 
was largely in its reference aspects, 
and floodplain information (Map 4) , 
were made which were very helpful in 
cation work. Moreover, because of 
much of the valley bottomland, the suitability analysis 
failed to differentiate much of the valley bottom. 
Conflicts culled from the inventory phase such as ava­
lanche hazard zones and steep slopes were identified 
along with special features and opportunities. However, 
the Opportunities and Constraints analysis essentially 
stood on its own as a synthesis of most of the foregoing 
inventory work.

In effect, the inventory and analysis phase became
somewhat uncoupled from the later plan development 
phase. The drafting of plan alternatives and their sub­
sequent modifications, based on staff and public review, 
keyed much more on overall acreage and its quality
(i.e., wetlands and if so, how classified). Equally 
important for plan development were trail corridor loca­
tions and the needed Greenbelt buffer surrounding the 
corridor, given adjacent site conditions as well as site 
suitability for vehicular access and recreational deve­
lopment.

m m

From the wetlands 
graphic overlays 

later plan raodifi- 
the homogeneity of

B. GREENBELT ALTERNATIVES

Once an analysis of tht opportunities and constraints 
for establishment of a greenbelt was completed for the 
entire valley, a series of three alternatives was 
developed during the period August-November 1984, iden­
tifying potential greenbelt boundaries requiring various 
levels of Municipal commitment. A final alternative, 
now termed the Recommended Greenbelt was developed 
following the Public Hearing before the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, January 28, 1985.
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The first alternative incorporated some 2500 acres 
including all land located within the 100-Year 
floodplain, plus most of the Conservation wetlands 
located within Eagle River Valley bottomlands. 
Potential trail corridors were identified that would 
allow a continuous trail along either side of the 
river along the entire length of the Greenbelt. 
However, in the 'interest of minimizing potential 
development costs for trail construction, trail 
corridors were tentatively located along existing 
foot and jeep trails. This resulted in entering and 
leaving the greenbelt, in some cases varying outside 
the greenbelt boundary by several hundred feet.

Included within the first greenbelt alternative were 
five of the recreational sites originally iden­
tified as potential recreation sites within the 
North Anchorage Land Agreement. Much of the green­
belt in this alternative is inaccessible to the 
public due to the location of the majority of trails 
along the perimeter or outside the greenbelt boun­
dary; trials were located in this manner to reduce 
trail development costs.

This first alternative was presented to the Eagle 
River Park Board at an informational public meeting 
on August 20, 1984. The meeting was well attended 
by representatives of various river and trail user 
groups, and Eagle River valley residents. The 
public comment was supportive of the area recom­
mended to be included within the greenbelt, and 
there was considerable discussion regarding the need 
to involve users in the development of a management 
plan. That plan would allow users to participate in 
decisions about specific facilities to be developed, 
•and portions of the trail system that would be 
designated for each user group.

The Eagle River Park Board felt the first alter­
native needed further development to reduce the 
greenbelt size and lowe? potential acquisition 
costs. They also asked .hat trail alignments be 
studied in greater detail with the objective of con­
tinuing as much of the trail corridor as possible 
within greenbelt boundaries.
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greenbelt alternative was developed that signifi- 
• cantly reduced the greenbelt acreage to approximate­

ly 1,700 acres, excluding virtually all of the
Conservation wetlands and sizable portions of the
Preservation wetlands that were not directly needed 
to support the location and development of the
system of trails and recreational sites. Virtually 
the entire trail system was realigned within the
greenbelt boundary based on additional field study.

The second alternative maintained a greenbelt boun­
dary sufficient to include the main trail corridors 
paralleling the river on both the north and south 
sides of the valley. Greenbelt boundary widths of 
75', 150', and 200' from one side of the river chan­
nel were included dependent on surrounding land 
characteristics and classification to protect trail 
corridors. The primary objective of the second 
greenbelt alternative was to accommodate continuous 
recreational access adjacent to the river along the 
length of the valley. While it was recognized that 
protection of wildlife habitat is an important 
public objective, alternative two chose to focus the 
Municipal commitment to the greenbelt on maximizing 
recreational access to the river. Meetings were 
held with the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation, and Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
to ascertain the potential for State involvement in 
acquisition of additional lands adjacent to the 
greenbelt for protection of wildlife habitat values.

The second, alternative was again presented to the 
public in a meeting sponsored by the Eagle River 
Park Board on October 9, 1984. At the meeting there 
was substantial public comment that the greenbelt 
boundary had been reduced too much, and should be 
increased to give greater consideration to wildlife 
habitat protection. While it was recognized that 
trail development costs would increase if trails 
were to be developed through large wetland tracts, 
it was felt that these additional costs would be 
more than offset by the significantly reduced cost 
of land acquisition relative to the first alter­
native.

3. Alternative 3

This alternative was developed in response to the 
public meetings of October 9, 1984. Given concerns
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expressed at that meeting, the area designated as 
Greenbelt was enlarged to encompass some 3700 acres 
but two types of Greenbelt lands were distinguished, 
a Core and Fringe area. The Core area was essen­
tially that greenbelt area proposed under 
Alternative 2 and would be acquired along with the 
six sites. The Fringe area would however, be clo­
sely regulated through existing zoning, platting and 
permitting authorities to assure that any develop­
ment would be compatible with the Core Greenbelt. 
Moreover, acquisition of the Fringe was not ruled 
out especially those areas of preferred moose habi­
tat in the channel islands. Upon public hearing 
before the Planning and Zoning Commission January 
28, 1985, the desire for greater acquisition of
Greenbelt area was again expressed along with the 
preference for acquisition first, development later.

C. RECOMMENDED GREENBELT (Alternative 4)

The recommended Greenbelt is identified in the accom­
panying map and includes the lands, sites and trails 
depicted tnerein. The approximate acreages for the 
Greenbelt are listed in Table 5. This recommended 
Greenbelt derives from the concerns expressed this past 
fall and at the Planning and Zoning Commission Public 
Hearing on this Plan in January. Emphatically expressed 
was a desire for maximum protection of the Valley's uni­
que recreational and wildlife resources. Thus, this 
fourth and recommended alternative identifies the maxi­
mum Greenbelt area among the previous alternatives. All 
land now identified as Greenbelt is land to be acquired" 
fof that purpose.- Large intact areas ot wi131ire naoL- 
tifE would thereby come under protection while 
recreational use is generously accommodated. Given pre­
sent trends in recreational demand and residential 
growth, this alternative is recommended as the Eagle 
River Greenbelt because it will best attain these objec­
tives .

.

Consequently, the Greenbelt is viewed as a 4100 acre 
whole. Within this large acreage, 247 acres of 
recreational sites would be eventually developed, 
allowing for vehicular access and serving as origin and 
destination points. Between these sites, the Greenbelt 
will accommodate a continuous trail system and large 
intact areas of wildlife habitat, particularly those 
areas related to critical winter range. Especially 
valued in this latter category are the preferred inoose 
habitat areas in the upper valley (see Greenbelt Map 
and Section III D.) Of the nearly 4100 acre Greenbelt, 
the State currently has developed its 62 acre Eagle
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River Campground which is heavily used, particularly 
during summer*. The State also owns about 15 acres of
the South Fork Waterfalls sits around the Upper Fall?,. 
The Municipality would add 22 acres of undeveloped land 
immediately to the south of the Eagle River Campground. 
Thus, given State and Municipal ownership of certain 
Greenbelt lands and sites and the recommendation for 
state acquisition of the Eagle River Campground 
Expansion site, the Municipal acquisition of Greenbelt 
lands and sites would to'.al 3942 acres (96% of the 
total Greenbelt) ,

As indicated on the Greenbelt Map, several specific 
features are indicated in the delineation of this 
Greenbelt boundary. Along the ridge with the north 
facing slope on the south side of Eagle River in the' 
1‘OWer— valltry— there will be a buffer ot /5‘ trom the
s Lrrjre edge. 
edge ac the 
a tnrttar*

The intent is to preserve a natural wooded

"Ed"
rftvi b-iurnr~'~ 
elementary

bluff margin
TUTgle ridgethe

and avo id 
and

ridgeline intrusions 
Terrace sub^

on the north side".
Par k v i e w __________

The development cTf 
is not precluded at the two 
both are included within the 

Greenbelt boundary in the 
side in Section 17 and 18 

setback as per special 
(AO 84-101) and the

school sites 
areas indicated, though 
Greenbelt boundary. The 
lower valley on the north 
follows the 150* trail corridor 
limitation 10 on the R-3 SL2 Zone
rear lot lines of the individual lots identified along 
the southern portion of Parkview Terrace East
Subdivision (S-7181A). As noted in the Greenbelt
Map, stream buffers have been established specifying a 
2001 buffer along South Fork and a 50’ buffer along the 
unnamed tributary creek between the Roop Road and Moose 
Pond sites. Finally, it was intended that fhp Eagl p 
River Greenbelt have readily understandable boundaries._ 

"straight lmdS',1Thus”, straighc liner;— property lines, existing 
and natural features are used extensively to 
Eagle River Greenbelt a recognizable 
example, as one drives to the Eagle 
Center, after coming down the last 
stretch to the beginning of the upper 
North Fork site, all of the land on the 
Eagle River Loop Road up to the State Park 
Greenbelt.

roadways 
make the 

antity. For 
River Visitor 
long downhill 
valley at . the 
south side of 
is within the

During the planning process the possibility of extending 
the Greenbelt along Eagle River to Knik Arm was raised. 
While the U.S. Army now permits recreational boaters to 
proceed downstream from the Glenn Highway to a point on 
the Fort Richardson Military Reservation, the extension 
of Greenbelt lands including trails and recreational 
facilities onto Array land will not be allowed under pre-
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sent circumstances. Much of the lower portion of Eagle 
River is used as a training area and is essential to the 
Army's mission. However, under terras of the North 
Anchorage Land Agreement, if in the future the Ft. 
Richardson Military reservation is declared excess to 
Department of Defense needs, a greenbelt corridor would 
be transferred to the state extending two hundred feet 
from each bank from the Glenn Highway to Knik Arm,

TABLE 5 
Greenbelt Lands and Sites

Greenbelt Category
Approximate
Acreage

Lands 3848

Sites

Eagle River Campground 62
Eagle River Campground Expansion 54
Bridge Site 13
South Fork Park 41
South Fork Waterfalls 34
North Fork 9
Roop Road 25
Moose Pond 9

TOTAL SITES 247

TOTAL Greenbelt 4095

D. RECOMMENDED RECREATIONAL SITES

It is recommended that the Municipality of Anchorage 
acquire six sites for development of public parks and 
recreational areas, and that the State of Alaska acquire 
lands adjacent to the Eagle River Campground for 
campground expansion and development of an intensive day 
use park area. Each of these sites would be linked by 
the main trail system and are described below. A preli­
minary estimate of recreation site development costs is 
detailed in Appendix A.



1 , Eagle River Campground Expansion

This 54-acre sice is the tract of land east of and 
adjoining the existing Eagle River Campground that 
is operated by the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation. It is recommended that the State of
Alaska acquire this land, currently owned by
Eklutna, Inc., and develop it for public day use 
activities and campground expansion. The site pro­
vides? the best opportunity for public viewing of the 
lower segment of the Eagle River, where the majority
of whitewater river use occurs. While no plans now
exist for state acquisition of this area, the state 
has recently obtained an agreement wi_th Eklutna.
Inc. , 
lands

ror management authority on these expansion
7

2. Eagle River Bridge Site

This 13-acres site is on the south side.of the Eagle
River, just upstream to the east of the point where
the proposed Eagle River Loop Road/Hiland Road
Bridge crossing is to'be built. Referred to as the 
"Eagle River Bridge Site", this site is primarily
intended to provide river access to canoers, 
kayakersrafters and other river users. The site 
wouid be accessible to both north and south bound 
traffic and connect to the site via a short access 
road.

3. South Fork Park

This 41-acres site is. located on either side of the 
confluence of the South Fork of the Eagle River, 
with the main channel. Referred to as "South Fork 
Park", this site is intended to be developed as the 
primary community park along the south shore of the 
Eagle River. It would be accessible by automobiles 
via a new access road that would- have to be deve­
loped connecting to Hiland Road. South Fork Park 
is intenaed to serve both as a major river access 
recreation site, and as a community park for the 
expanding residential area along Hiland Drive and 
in the South Fork area.

4. South Fork Waterfalls

This approximately 34-acre site is located on either 
side of the South Fork of Eagle River stretching 
from the Lower to the Upper Waterfalls. The Lower 
Waterfalls, also sometimes known as Barbara Falls, 
are close to 60 feet in height, and are among the
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use activity with viewing of the waterfalls the 
primary attraction. The Greenbelt would extend up 
the South Fork of the Eagle River and a pedestrian 
trail would link the South Fork Waterfalls with the 
South Fork Park to be developed at the Eagle river 
confluence. The Lower Waterfalls are currently pri­
vately owned by Barbara Gross while the Upper 
Waterfalls lies within a remnant of Chugach State 
Park land. The development ot this sice wOUld' ddh- 
"tinue the trail link from the Lower Falls a quarter 
mile upstream to an overlook for viewing the unusual 
rock gorge and the cascading power of a confined 
stream as it cuts through the ridge. That portion 
of state land identified for inclusion with this 
site should be reserved for that purpose. * -

5. North Fork Confluence

This approximately 9-acre site is located on the 
north river bank at the confluence of the North Fork 
of the Eagle River with the main channel. The site 
borders the river and Eagle River Road, and provi­
des an ideal access point for winter and summer 
users of the river. The site would be developed for 
day use, including an auto parking lot, trail for 
canoe, kayak and raft portage to the river, small 
picnic area and valley overlooks.

6. Roop Road

This approximately 25-acre site is currently one of 
the most popular sites for access to the river by 
rafters and canoers. It borders the North Fork of 
the Eagle River approximately half way between the 
Chugach State Park Visitor Center and the North Fork 

. Confluence Recreation Site. It offers an excellent 
opportunity to improve facilities for public access 
and convenience to serve as a year-round river access 
and trailhead staging area.

7. Moose Pond

The final site recommended to be acquired by the 
Municipality is an approximately 9-acre site imme­
diately adjacent to tne Eagle River Road just before 
entering Chugach State Park. Generally referred to 
as Moose Pond, the site includes a pond adjacent to 
the North Fork of the Eagle River and attracts moose 
during both winter and summer providing one of the 
best opportunities for public viewing of moose in
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their natural habitat of any location in the 
Municipality. The site is primarily intended to be 
developed for viewing of moose from an overlook and 
parking lot to be developed adjacent to the Eagle 
River Road on the north edge of the site. Due to 
the presence of a moderate avalanche hazard zone at 
the eastern end of this site where parking now 
occurs, the preferred developrnetn of this site 
should include a relocation for the parking, area or 
at a minimum signage both interpreting avalanche 
occurence and advising of the hazard on-site.

RECOMMENDED TRAIL SYSTEM

The concept for the Greenbelt trail system is to intro­
duce a network of trails developed to different stan­
dards. and intended for use by~~a variety ot user groups. 
Two continuous trail corridors are planned, one on each 
side of tne river tor its entire length. Several points
tor “crossing the river via footbridge, or perhaps a safe
fording location, are planned.. In this way, the trail 
system can provide the opportunity for a series of loop 
trails, allowing considerable variation in the sequence 
of movement through the Greenbelt, and opportunities for 
groper management to separate potentially incompatible 
.trail u s e a Z Connecting trails to existing and future 
schools as well as subdivisions area also recommended. 
In all, some 40 miles of trails are recommended for 
development. Moreover, because development patterns, 
particularly in the raid to upper valley areas cannot be 
foreseen, it is intended that trail connections at 1/4 to 
1/2 mile intervals be made to the Greenbelt main trail.

The continuous trail loop system extends the entire 
length of the Greenbelt from the existing Eagle River 
Campground upstream, connecting to the Chugach State
Park trail system and providing access to the 
Center (see Eagle River Greenbelt Map). A main (traili
approximately 18.3 miles in length, would-" be developed 
o~n botn tne north and son rh—si dps to the South Fork Park 
site continuing up-valley— on i-hp— nnrrh si rip nnlv to.. 
jhugach State Park. AfrouteJof somp 14 m-il would con-_ 
tinue on the south grtfe"" on This latter trail
designation would hot be developed to the level of the 
main trail and would be subject to relocation by user
groups and others who wanted a simple, "primitive" path­
way. The Eagle River Campground and the Chugach State 
Park Visitor Center are intended to serve as the two 
main destination points at either end of the trail
system, with the six Municipal recreation sites all con­
nected by the trail System and serving as intermediate 
access and destination points. A preliminary cost esti­
mate for total system cost is detailed in Appendix B.
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planning for the Greenbelt, it has be^i
recognized that user groups should be directly involved 
in development, operation and management of the
greenbelt. Planning to date has concentrated on deter­
mining which lands should be included in the Greenbelt 
boundaries, and where recreational sites and trails 
should be located. However, there was considerable 
input by specific user groups at the public meetings and 
it has been considered in locating trails and other 
facilities.

The general concept for recreational use of the
that the 
diJtt'eTEtTf

three Greenbelt 
levels and intensity-

segments will 
"of

greenbelt is 
'accommodate
recreational us&. m e  lower valley segment is intended 
to be tne most intensively used and nighlv developed 
Greenbelt segment^ Farther up the valley, the intensity 
of recreation use decreases and the facilities will be 
developed to a lower standard. The mid-valley segment 
will be developed initially with unpaved trails"! but may 
b*e upgraded Hi future years as development pressure 
increases in adjacent uplands. The upper valley segment 
is intended to remain a somewhat primitive environments 
with trails developed only to the level necessary to 
assure good year-round access. '

1 . Lower Valley

The first segment is intended to be the most inten­
sively used and is the westernmost portion of the 
trail system between the Eagle River Campground and 
the South Fork Park Recreation Site upstream. This 
segment is adjacent to the most rapidly developing 
area of the Eagle River valley. It will provide a 
continuous main trail loop on both sides of the 
river, with three pedestrian bridge crossings of the 
river. The first crossing would be developed at the 
Eagle River Campground. It is recommended that the 
bridge be constructed on existing foundations of the 
old Palmer Highway Bridge. 7

The second crossing point is the site of the pro­
posed Eagle River Bridge that would connect Hiland 
Road with Eagle River Loop Road. The automobile 
bridge is currently in the design and right-of-way 
acquisition stage of planning by the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. 
The Municipality has worked closely with the DOT/PF 
to resolve the need for a safe, separated pedestrian 
crossing to be designed as part of the bridge struc­
ture. Bridge design will allow for a pedestrian 
walkway and blcy^l^ t-rail to be constructed under-
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neath the roadway, connecting to the Greenbelt on 
’ both the north and south sides of the river. In 
addition, an access road to the Eagle River Bridge 
recreation site would be built in conjunction with 
this roadway project.

The third pedestrian bridge crossing will occur at 
the South Fork Park recreational site. The South 
Fork Park will serve as the main anchor at the east 
end of the lower valley segment of the greenbelt.

«
The main trail within this segment is to be deve- 
lopecPfo Municipal hard surface standards^ A series 
TSTE connecting trails are also planned to provide 
pedestrian access to the proposed day use area adja­
cent to the existing Eagle River Campground and 
along the north riverbank in this area.

From the South Fork Park, the Greenbelt will extend 
up the South Fork of Eagle River along both river- 
banks with a pedestrian trail along- the east bank to 
the South Fork Waterfalls recreation site.

2. Mid-Valley

The second major trail segment is the area between 
the South Fork Park and the North Fork Confluence 
recreation site. Between these two recreation sites 
the trail closely follows the riverbank on each 
side, providing excellent opportunities for viewing 
the river, and for long views up and down the
valley. No ri.\rer crossing points are planned within
this segment. The trail along the north riverbank 
would become the main trail and the trail along the 
south riverbank would be a route developed to a 
lower standard.

3. Upper Valley

Upstream from the North Fork Confluence the Eagle 
River divides into two channels. The main channel 
flows along the south edge of the valley, broadening 
out and becoming a wide, slow river with numerous
gravel bars and channel islands. The trail route on
the south side of the river would continue along the 
south riverbank of the main channel i til it enters 
Chugach State Park. Within the park, a safe river 
fording site., is identified to allow crossing the 
river and to provide a connection with a proposed 
trail across the valley to the Visitor Center.

t
ii
»■

it

i
I

From its confluence with the main channel, the North 
Fork of the Eagle River flows along the northern
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edge of the valley, in some c^ses bordering the 
Eagle River Road. The trail would continue along 
the north riverbank away from the North Fork 
Confluence recreation sira to the Roop Road Site, 
then cross the river whence the river abuts the 
Eagle River Road embankment. These crossings could 
be initially primitive in construction such as rope 
or cable bridges built by volunteer organizations or 
perhaps could be left simply as fords. The trail 
would continue along the south riverbank beyond the 
Moose Pond, then cross the river again to the north 
riverbank and continue on to the Chugach State Park 
Visitor Center.

USER GROUP PARTICIPATION

Within the three Greenbelt segments is a desire to 
separate potential incompatible user groups from each 
otner, while still allowing access throughout the 
Greenbelt length for all users. For example, snow 
machine use currently occurs both on existing trails and 
Eagle River when frozen in the winter. Such loud, fast- 
moving motorized use is, however, incompatible with the 
quiet non-raotorized experience of the cross country 
skier, winter hiker, dog rausher or horserider. Thus, 
motorized uses such as snow machines should be well 
s e p a r a t p d  from o t h e r  uses and confined to portions of 
tne river. The several recreation sites provide the 
needed access and allow for this separation. Motorized, 
boat use should be prohibited, however. It is antici­
patedthat the principal users' of the main trail system 
north of the river will be pedestrian and bicyclists in 
summer, and cross-country skiers in winter. These users 
will also use the loop trail system south of the river 
in the lower valley segment throughout the year.

In general, trail routes on the south side of the river 
upstream from the South Fork Park site are intended to 
be used principally by hikers and for equestrian use in 
summer and by dog mushers in winter. During winter 
months it is also anticipated that dog mushers will lay 
out winter snow trails within the river channel itself, 
and across the valley bottom. To a limited extent, 
horse and dog mushing use can coincide on a seasonal 
basis for the same trail. Given an expected low fre­
quency of use (as anticipated on the south side). dorse 
and hiker use can also co-exist on the same trails 
throughout tne year. Thus, careful trails development 
and management could potentially provide for the special 
needs of all user groups with minimum conflict. An 
alternative route for horse, dog mushing and pedestrian 
travel, as well' as motorized use, is the public use
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easement known as "1D9" by the Bureau of Land Management 
and sometim^*-<eferred to as "Homesteaders Road". This 
60 foot feasemenp runs the entire length of the valley on 

^ m d  at difterent locations provides Doth 
"proximity to the Greenbelt and more distant broad 

valley vistas from the higher side slopes of the valley. 
Since 1D9 parallels the Greenbelt, mention of this route 
is .made since it could provide an alternative course for 
recreational travel.

During construction of the trail system and recreational 
sites, there will be opportunities for user groups and 
other volunteer groups to participate in development 
activities, under the supervision of the Municipality. 
Such opportunities could include trail clearing and 
grading, site clearing and construction of picnic areas, 
parking lots, and primitive bridges upstream among other 
facilities.

It is recommended that following adoption of the Eagle 
River Greenbelt Plan, the Municipality should coordinate 
and work with all user groups, Eklutna, Inc., and the 
State of Alaska to develop a lon^-term land use and
recreational management plan~fo»- rra That
pLannmg effort should concentrate on opportunities for 
user groups and other volunteer groups to take on 
responsibility for development, maintenance and manage­
ment of specific trail segments, in return for preferen- 

use of rhnsp rrai.1— segments lor their formal eventst ial 
and actlvities 

tffcation
at selected 
and

Specifications on 
specific policies regarding site 

and recreational activities are perhaps 
in this management plan. Design 

of Greenbelt facilities including 
sites would then follow

best
and
the

this

times.
Trait 
land use 
addressed 
construction
trails#, and recreational suca wumu uueu iuliuw uma 
Plan. ^  However, the issue of recreational bow hunting 
was raised repeatedly during the planning process and 
should be addressed in this Plan. Bow-hunting by 
qualified archers for moose is currently allowed upon 
all drainages of Eagle River outside of Chugach State 
Park in September. This past year, up to 30 moose was 
the harvest limit. However, continued hunting is 
incompatible with the Greenbelt purpose of protecting 
wildlife for viewing and eniovment. Moreover, sucn 
Tainting pos"e§ a" safety hazard because of the mix of 
hunting and other recreational use. Therefore, as with 
motorized boats, bow-hunting use should be prohibited. 
Nevertheless, as with other policies, these two issues 
could be re-examined in the Management Plan.

£
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G. RELATIONSHIP TO THE ANCHORAGE COASTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN

Plan (ACMP) identifies 
i Freshwater Marsh and

The Anchorage Coastal Management 
most of the Greenbelt area as a 
Wetlands under the designation of Preservation 
Environment Coastal Resource Policy Unit. Moreover, 
under the ACMP, and as required by the Alaska Coastal 
Management Act, certain areas with unique values or spe­
cial characteristics have been identified as Areas 
Meriting Special Attention (an AMSA). Eagle River 
Valley is among 10 such areas throughout the 
Municipality identified as an AMSA. This identification 
was made on the basis of the valley's richness in habi­
tat value, its substantial recreational use and poten­
tial, impending land development, and the presence of 
significant natural hazards such as flooding and debris 
sliding. Both in terms of the Eagle River Valley 
Preservation Resource Unit goals and policies as well as 
chose recommendations for this AMSA, the Eagle River 
Greenbelt Plan advances environmental protection while 
preventing public liabilities associated with develop­
ment in these unsuitable areas.

The Anchorage Coastal Management Plan, in recommending a 
management strategy for the Eagle River Valley AMSA, 
called for a "site plan to identify proper uses which 
also give recognition to the physical constraints."- The 
Municipality is required to prepare this plan in 
cooperation with the State Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation and Eklutna, Inc., with priority attention 
given to mapping the floodplain and those areas needed 
for open space. This Greenbelt Plan and the process 
that produced it conform precisely to these require­
ments.

The principal objective of the Eagle River Greenbelt 
Plan is to protect the river corridor between the Eagle 
River Campground to Chugach State Park for recreational, 
use and wildlife habitat. No development other than 
that required for necessary recreational facilities 
(e.g., trails, vehicular parking at the seven 
recreational sites, picnic tables, etc.) would be per­
mitted in the Greenbelt with the possible exception of 
elementary school construction as indicated in the 
Recommended Greenbelt Map. Finally, as a result of the 
Greenbelt Plan, mapping of the 100-Year floodplain has 
also been completed. Thus, many of the concerns raised 
regarding the Eagle River Valley AMSA have been 
addressed in the Eagle River Greenbelt Plan.

The proper uses for the Eagle River Greenbelt are those 
uses consistent with the recommendations of the
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Greenbelt Plan includ w m &
site development and trail construction as recommended 
in the Plan, leading to recreational use as indicated in 
the plan is proper use. With the qualification of 
possible future use refinements from the recommended 
management plan, uses such as walking, skiing, biking, 
rafting the river, dog-mushing, and snowraobiling on the 
frozen river in such a way as not to impair the 
experience of non-raotorized users is proper. 
Development of a stock car race track or a gravel 
extraction area is an improper use. The policies for 
this Plan are subsumed in the narrative sections related 
to the Recommended Greenbelt, sites and trail system. 
Essentially, the management policy is to secure a pro­
tected river corridor for recreational development and 
wildlife habitat preservation.

Thus, it is recommended that the Eagle River Greenbelt 
Plan is the fulfillment of that ACMP recommendation 
regarding a "site plan" for the Eagle River Valley AMSA. 
Moreover, the Municipality of Anchorage finds and 
acknowledges that the Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is con­
sistent with the adopted Anchorage • Coastal Management 
Plan specifically in the former's fulfillment of the 
latter1 s goals arid policies regarding the Preservation 
Environment Coastal Resource Policy Unit.
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APPENDIX^

RECREATION SITES 
PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT COST ESTIMATES 
 ___________________________________________

5 .
Eagle River Bridge Site

Access Road (1500 LF) 
Parking (30 cars)
Day Use Picnic Area 
Boat Put-in 
Restrooms (1) 
Construction Contingency

South Fork Park

Sub-total

Internal Park Road (3600 LF)
Parking (160 cars)
Caretaker's Residence 
Restrooms (3)
Camping Loop (15 campsites)
Picnic Area
Interpretive Display/Salmon Viewing Area 
Park Trails (5700 LF)
Construction Contingency

Sub-total

South Fork Waterfall Site

Greenbelt Trails (3500 LF) 
Viewing Platform 
Construction Contingency

North Fork Confluence Site

Access Road (1000 LF) 
Parking (12 cars)
Park Trails (1500 LF) 
Picnic Area/Boat- Put-in 
Construction Contingency

Sub-total

300.000
75.000
45.000
25.000
75.000
50.000

570.000

500
400
125
225
350
125
30

170
200

,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000

Sub-total

2,125,000

105.000
75.000
20.000

200.000

150.000
30.000
45.000
30.000
25.000

280.000



Roop Road Site

Access Road (700 LF) 
Parking (80 cars)
Restrooms (1)
Wetland Boardwalk (500 LF) 
Park Trails (3400 LF) 
Construction Contingency

...i..MWSWlte

m m m

H I

100,000 
200,000

75.000
50.000 

100,000
50.000

Sub-Cotal 575^005

Moose Pond Site

Parking Lot (10 cars) 
Viewing Platform 
Construction Contingency

Miscellaneous

Sub-total

Pedestrian Bridges accross Eagle River (3)
lage (lurat 
Sub-totaJ

RECREATION SITES TOTAL

Traffic Control and Trail Signage (lurâ )

25.000
75.000
20.000 

120,000

600,000 
100,000 
700,000

$4,570,000



APPENDIX B

GREENBELT TRAIL SYSTEM 
PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT COST ESTIMATES■|-s ■■ ■ rrTr.f.

I'i:

1) MAIN TRAIL
Asphalt Paved Bicycle Trail Standard

-  C u t / F i l l  S lo p e  C o n s t r u c t i o n
- Dry l a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n
-  W e t land  C o n s t r u c t i o n

S u b - t o t a l  
G r a v e l  P a t h  ( 6 '  Wide) S t a n d a r d

-  D ry land  C o n s t r u c t i o n
-  W e t land  C o n s t r u c t i o n

S u b - t o t a l  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o n t i n g e n c y

MAIN TRAIL TOTAL
2) TRAIL ROUTES

C l e a r i n g  and M in imal 
G rad ing  S t a n d a r d

S u b - t o t a l
3) CONNECTING TRAILS

G r a v e l  P a t h  ( 6 '  Wide) S t a n d a r d
S u b - t o t a l

C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o n t i n g e n c y

M i l e ag e Cos t
: : p :

£  I

•\ j-'v.v/'v-':'*!-.V

0 .7  m i .
3 .8  m i .
1 .8 m i.

500.000
950.000
900.000

6 .3  m i . $2 ,350 ,000

8 .0  mi'.
4 . 0  m i .

1 ,183 ,000  
803,000

1.2.0 m i . $ 1 ,986 ,000  
$434,000

$4 ,770 ,000

14.1 m i . $1 ,117 ,000
$1 ,117 ,000

7 .3  m i . $1 ,080 ,000
$1 ,080 ,000

$500,000

GREENBELT TRAIL SYSTEM TOTAL (3 9 .7  m i . )  $7 ,467 ,000
NOTE: Th is  t r a i l  d ev e lopm en t  c o s t  c o u ld  l i k e l y  be s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y  r e du c ed  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  u s e r  
g ro u p s  t h r o u g h  v o l u n t e e r  d ev e lo pm en t  work .
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

CHUGACH STATE PARK 
MASTER PLAN REVIEW AND UPDATE 

JUNE 1987

Th i s  p a pe r  summar i z e s  f o u r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  by A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s  as  p a r t  
o f  t h e  r e v i ew  and u p da t e  o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  M a s t e r  P l a n .  The mee t i ng s  
we r e  h e l d  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a t e s  and l o c a t i o n s - :  May 2 0 ,  S e r v i c e  High S c h o o l ,  
Ancho r a g e ;  May 2 6 ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  L i b r a r y ;  May 2 7 ,  Gi rdwood Communi ty H a l l ;  May 
2 8 ,  W a s i l l a  J u n i o r  High S c h o o l .

A l l  m ee t i n g s  f o l l o w e d  a s i m i l a r  f o r m a t .  P r o j e c t  Manager  Da v i d  S t ephen s  opened 
t h e  mee t i n g s  by i n t r o d u c i n g  s t a t e  p a r k  s t a f f  and r e v i ew i n g  t h e  mee t i ng  agenda .  
He d i s c u s s e d  t h e  need f o r  a p l a n  r e v i ew  and i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  t h r e e  p l a n n i n g  
t o p i c s :  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k ;  management  and de ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e
E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t ;  and c ommer c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  He 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i s s u e s  and t h e  e x i s t i n g  ma s t e r  p l a n  p o l i c i e s  f o r  e a ch .  The 
mee t i ng s  we r e  t hen  opened f o r  p u b l i c  comment ,  wh ich i s  summar i zed f o r  each 
mee t i ng  in t h e  s e c t i o n s  b e l ow :

Ancho r a g e ,  May 2 0 ,  75 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  38 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

Ge r r y  D eV r i e s  - -  A l a s k a  W i l d l i f e  A l l i a n c e .
opposed  t o  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pme n t ;
c o nc e r n ed  a b ou t  w i l d l i f e  imp ac t s :  w o l v e s ,  s h e ep ;
s h o u l d  use  u n d e s i g n a t e d  l a n d s ;
p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  h i g h e s t  p r o t e c t i o n ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  have  d e s t r o y e d  Juneau  w a t e r f r o n t ;
p a r k  o v e r f l i g h t s  a l r e a d y  p r o b l e m ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  a b i g  p r o b l em  in Lower  A8;
g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  be managed f o r  n o n - c o n s um p t i v e  u s e r s

Edga r  Smoot  —  Ch ug i a k / E a g 1e R i v e r  Chamber o f  Commerce 
s u p p o r t s  t o u r i s t  r e l a t e d  d e v e l o p m en t ;  
r e s o r t  can be done r e s p o n s i b l y ;
communi ty a t t i t u d e  s u r v e y  l a s t  y e a r  showed s u p p o r t  f o r  t o u r i sm  
d e v e l o pmen t ;
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  u s e r s  a t  E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r ;  
t o u r i s m  c r e a t e s  hund r ed s  o f  j o b s ;
S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce s u p p o r t i n g  r e s o l u t i o n ;  
r e s o r t  enhance s  O l ymp i c s  b i d .

W i l l i a m  Reedy —  E a g l e  R i v e r  b u s i n e s sman ,  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p m en t ;  
wou l d  be pe rmanen t  s h o t  in t h e  a rm;  
s a f e  and c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ;  
c r e a t e s  j o b s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s u r r o u n d e d  by p a r k .

S t e v e  Smi th  —  A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  I n c .
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .
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L a r r y  W i l l i a m s  —  Ame r i can  W i l d e r n e s s  A l l i a n c e
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  e l s e w h e r e  wou l d  be n a t i o n a l  p a r k ;  
u n i qu e  by h a v i ng  u r b a n / w i l d  e dge ;
r e s o r t  c a t e r s  t o  J a pa n e s e  and Eu r opean  t o u r i s t s  n o t  l o c a l s ;  
p a r k  I n t e nd e d  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s ;
g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  be m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s ;  
o ppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r s .

Sa i l y  Long
s u pp o r c s  p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r ' s  comments .

E l i z a b e t h  C a r o l  —  Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  r e s i d e n t  
r e s o r t  compromi se s  A l a s k a n  i d e a l s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k .

Don F o l l o w s  —  l and  use  c o n s u l t a n t ,  NPS p l a n n e r  f o r  20  y e a r s  
Chugach SP i s  n o t  NPS c a l i b e r ;
r e s o r t  does  n o t  compromi s e  p a r k ,  i f  done r e s p o n s i b l y .

C l i f f  Eames —  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Env i r o nmen t
p a r k  a t  c r o s s r o a d s :  c o n t i n u e  used f o r  n o n - c o n s um p t i v e ,  l ow impact
u s e s  o r  i n t e n s i v e ,  h i g h  impact  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  h i g h e s t  p r o t e c t i o n ;  
r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ;
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a v a i l a b l e :  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  H a t c h e r  P a s s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  s t u d y  economi c  i m p l i c a t i o n s ;  
s k e p t i c a l  o f  p u b l i c  p r o c e s s ;  
s t a t e  has c r e d i b i l i t y  p r o b l em ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  -  s e r i o u s  i m p o s i t i o n  on p u b l i c  t o  s p e ak  so  e a r l y  a f t e r  
A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r s  a p p l i c a t i o n ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  l o u d ,  d i s t u r b  w i l d l i f e ,  p a r k  u s e r s ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  p r o b l em  in l ow e r  ' 4 8 ;
h e l i c o p t e r  p e r m i s s i o n  wou l d  s e t  d a ng e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t .

R i c k  Maron —  F r i e n d s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k
r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ;  
o b j e c t s  t o  c omme r c i a l  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  p a r k  l a n d s ;  
r e s o r t  t a l k  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  w i t h  l o c a l  p e o p l e ;  
i s s u e  i s  o p en i ng  p a r k  t o  c ommer c i a l  d e v e l o pm en t ;  
s h o u l d n ' t  s h o r t c u t  p r o c e s s  in bad ec onomi c  t im e s ;  
p r o p o s a l  d e s e r v e s  d e t a i l e d  s t u d y ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  no t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s ;  
p a r k  s h o u l d  be r e f u g e  f r om n o i s e ,  u r ban  s t r e s s .

B i l l  Cox —  3 y e a r  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t
oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
n o i s e  e f f e c t  on o t h e r  p a r k  u s e r s  and w i l d l i f e ;
h e l i c o p t e r  p r ob l ems  in l owe r  ' 4 8 ,  J u neau ;
a l t e r n a t i v e  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  f o r  o l d  and h a nd i c a p p e d ;
c ommer c i a l  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  on p a r k  l a n d ;
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s .
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Rod Hansen —  l i v e s  i n s i d e  p r op o s e d  de ve l o pmen t
a r e a  a l r e a d y  zoned r e s i d e n t i a l ,  d e v e l o pmen t ;
6 0 0  l o t s  f o r  s a l e  a l r e a d y ;  
r e s o r t  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  h o u s i n g ;
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  n o t  so  p e a c e f u l ;
2 0 0  k i ng  sa lmon l e f t  i n Sou t h  F o r k .

; i - l’ 1 •' . ' ■ ■ -• ‘ *V ' .*'<•. ’* * ‘ • " . ’ V •. ,
■ v'’ *s ’ ’• V* ‘ *v •• ' • ... . < .  -V\YuLynn T a t e  —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t

e c s t a t i c  a b ou t  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  p a r k  l a n d s .

Mary K n o f f
d o w nh i l l  s k i i n g  i s  n o t  n o i s y ,  i n t r u s i v e ;  
p a r k  i s  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n .

L .  G. T a t e
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
b a l a n c e s  c y c l i c  economy;
d e v e l o p e r s  s h o u l d n ' t  have t o  f i n a n c e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s .

Ray Ga r dn e r  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t
r e s o r t  p r o j e c t  s i t e  i s  no t  w i l d ;  
v e n t u r e  c a p i t a l i s t s  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d ;
t o u r i s m  mos t  ben i gn  i n d u s t r y :  no n o i s e ,  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s ,  e t c .
t o u r i s m  j o b s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .

S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n  —  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r ,  S i e r r a  C l ub
r e i t e r a t e s  p r e v i o u s  comments in o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h e l i c o p t e r s ;  
p r e s e n t l y  oppos ed  t o  any new r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in p a r k .
Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  have s e m i - w i 1d e r n e s s ; s h ou l d  
be l e f t  a l o n e .

K i r k  Wi cke r sham —  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t  -  I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t
Co.

M u n i c i p a l i t y  s t u d y  s a y s  enough demand by l a t e  1 9 8 0 s  f o r  one  new sk i  
r e s o r t ;
p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  s i t e  c o u l d  p r e c l u d e  o t h e r ,  b e t t e r  s i t e s ;
D0PR has d u t y  t o  c onduc t  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  s t u d y .

R o b e r t  M a r t i n  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  bus i nes sman  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
t o u r i s m  imp r oves  economy;  
a v i d  s k i i e r ,  l i k e s  more c h o i c e
DP0R s h o u l d  l o o k  i n t o  impac t s  o f  s i m i l a r  r e s o r t s  e l s e w h e r e :  a l p i n e ,
w i l d l i f e ,  b i r d s ,  l i g h t e d  s k i - r u n s ;  
b e l i e v e s  p r e p o n e n t s  a r e  s i n c e r e ,  q u a l i t y .

Wayne Beckw i t h  —  f o r e s t e r ,  e n g i n e e r  -  VP Ancho r age  Chambe" o f  Commerce 
c i t y  needs  a c c e s s  t o  r e c r e a t i o n ;
Ancho r age  p o p j l a t i o n  now 2 ^ 0 , 0 0 0  ( e x c l u d i n g  I n d i a n ,  B i r d ) ;  
s h o u l d  no t  s a v e  l and  f o r  sma l l  number o f  p e o p l e ;  
two g o a l s :  a t t r a c t  new i n d u s t r y ,  expand o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;
v / i n t e r  r e s o r t  b a l a n c e s  s e a s o n a l  c y c l e ;
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r e s o r t  b e t t e r  t han h o u s e s ;
H a t c h e r  P a s s ,  T u r n a g a l n  a r e  no t  a l t e r n a t i v e s ;
s h o u l d  be s t r i c t  l i m i t s  on s u r f a c e  w a t e r  v e h i c l e s  in E a g l e  R i v e r ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p e r i p h e r y  o f  p a r k ,  w i t h  p r o p e r  
c o n t r o l s .

J im T u r n e r  —  I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t  Company 
H i l a n d  s i t e  no go od ,  n o t  v i a b l e ;
h i s  c o n s u l t a n t s  s ay  " j o k e ,  r i d i c u l o u s ,  c r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e " ;  
s t a t e  s h ou l d  do s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  s t u d y ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  c l o s e r  t o  Ancho r age  t han  H a t c h e r  P a s t ,  hence more 
c o n v e n i e n t ;
two p r o j e c t s  c a n ' t  s u c c e ed .

Mike Abbo t t  —  R e s o u r c e  Deve l o pmen t  C oun c i l  
p a r k  n o t  i n t e nd e d  t o  be a l l  w i l d ;
q u o t e s  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n :  e a s t ,  c e n t r a l ,  p e r i p h e r y ;
r e s o r t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t ;
t o u r i s m ,  r e s j r t  g e n e r a t e  e conomi c  a c t i v i t y ;
s i t e  i s  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s ;
f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l  i s  m a j o r  e conomi c  b o o s t ;
s t a t e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  d e t e rm i n e  wh e t h e r  p a r k  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  
u n r e a s o n a b l y ,  t h r e a t e n e d .

Hal  G r a s e r
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

F r a n c i n e  Benn i s
mos t  imp o r t a n t  i s s u e :  i s  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  a p p r o p r i a t e ;
opposed  t o  comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

G l enn Ray
P a r k s  has a l r e a d y  made d e c i s i o n ;  
s t a t e  o ugh t  t o  be s k e p t i c a l ;  
r e s o r t  no t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k .

Rob W e l l s  —  25 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  has  p r o b l ems  w i t h  snow a c c u m u l a t i o n ;
E ag l e  R i v e r  d o e s n ' t  have good s i t e ;
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  r e a l  e s t a t e  scarn;  r e s o r t  u s ed  t o  a t t r a c t  l and 
b u y e r s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  do s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  s t u d y ;
S o u t h c e n t r a l  s k i e r s  need b e g i i . n e r / i n t e r m e d i a t e  t r a i l s ;
r e q u e s t s  p u b l i c  mee t i ng  in Ma tanuska  V a l l e y ;
r i v a l r y  between DLSWM and DPOR d o e s n ' t  s e r v e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

J a y  B en n e t t
Ha t ch e r  Pass  p l a n  comment was a g a i n s t  more s k i  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
r e q u e s t s  p u b l i c  mee t i ng  in v a l l e y .
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n o t  j o b  o f  DPOR t o  do e c onomi c  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
o t h e r  s t a t e  l and  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e s o r t s ;  
p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  p r o t e c t i o n ;  
s k i  r e s o r t s  a r e  n o i s y :  mu s i c ,  s k i e r s ,  l i f t  m o t o r s ;
whe r e  does  i t  s t o p ? r m ir

Gary  T a t e  —  M i l e  5 ,  H i l a n d  Road
a r e a  i s  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a ;  
r e s o r t  has  l e a s t  impac t .

Mary Ca r e y  —  Ancho r ag e  H o r s e t r a i l s  and F a c i l i t y  
3 00  h o r s e s ;
l o s i n g  t r a i l s  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e ve l o pmen t ;  
s u p p o r t s  Mun i c i p a l  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n .

Doug Dowden
s u p p o r t s  c o n t r o l l e d  d e ve l o pmen t  in p a r k ;
Ancho r age  b l e s s e d  t o  have Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ;  
p a r k  i s  l a r g e  enough f o r  many u s e r s ;
t h e r e  i s  a window o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  mi gh t  be l o s t  i f  t ime  w a s t e d ;  
t h e r e  i s  no d ange r  o f  l o s i n g  w i l d e r n e s s .

J i l l  J o hn s on  -  t h r e e  y e a r  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t
r e s o r t  s h o u l d  n o t  compromi se  p a r k  v a l u e s ;
DPOR s h o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e  d r a i n a g e ,  r u n o f f  f r om  a r t i f i c a l  snow;  
l o o k  a t  impac t s  o f  r u n o f f  on sa lmon in Sou t h  F o r k ;  
brown b e a r s  us e  Sou t h  F o r k ;  
w i l l  r e s o r t  j e o p a r d i z e ?

H a r r y  B l a n a s  •— r e ad s  f r om 5 / 1 9 / 8 7  Ancho r age  Times a r t i c l e  
" r e q u e s t s  f o r  s t a t e  s t u d i e s  a r e  o u t r a g e o u s " ;  
o b j e c t s  t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r oup  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ,  bu t  must  p r o t e c t  e n v i r o nmen t  a t  same 
t  ime.

J im B r ennan —  a v ! d s k i e r
p r o p o s a l  i s  v e r y  s t r a n g e :  r e a l  o r  scam?
s t a t e  s h o u l d  s t u d y  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o p o s a l ;  
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

S ha r o n  C i s s n a  —  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  p a r k ' s  
c r e a t i o n  i n  1970  

p u b l i c  d o e s n ' t  have  a d e qu a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n ;
t h e s e  me e t i n g s  a r e  p r e m a t u r e :  no t  enough s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Dave Young —  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ;  P r e s i d e n t ,  SF Communi ty 
C o u n c i l ,  s p e a k i n g  as  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  

i f  r e s o r t s  g o i n g  t o  happen ,  t hen make i t  a good d e v e l o pmen t ;  
a d aman t l y  o ppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .
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Sand r a  Wi c k e s
mos t  p u b l i c  comments o f f  t h e  ma r k ;

b
p a r k  i s  f o r  a l 1 u s e r s

.
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need t o  f o c u s  on c o n s t r u c t i v e  s a f e g u a r d s .
3

Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  Boa r d  r e q u e s t e d  m e e t i n g s ,  so  t h ey  a r e  
no t  p r em a t u r e .
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E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Hay 2 6 ,  108 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  A8 o f f e r i n g  t e s t im o n y

J im Wadde l l  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t
s t a t e  i s  u n f a i r  in n o t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  on c o n t r a c t  p r o c e s s ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ; 
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s ;  
g r e e n b e l t  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  l a n d ;  
be c a u t i o u s  when d e v e l o p i n g  b e l t ;  
f e n c e  g r e e n b e l t  f o r  w i l d l i f e  c o n f l i c t s .

T e r r y  Foreman —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t ;
a d equ a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  can be made;  
impac t s  wou l d  be m i n im a l ;  
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s ;
we s h o u l d n ' t  d r ag  o u r  f e e t  t o o  l ong  and d i s c o u r a g e  R o gn e r ;  
mi n ima l  de ve l o pmen t  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
a s  f ew p a r k i n g  a r e a s  as  p o s s i b l e ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  s h o u l d  be done on a t r i a l  b a s i s ,  f o r  one y e a r  o n l y .

W i l l i a m  Reedy —  E a g l e  R i v e r  bus i nes sman
E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y  i s  n o n - w i l d e r n e s s ;  
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s :  2 0 0 0  j o b s ;  
t o u r i s m  i s  c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

Thomas Wood —  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  Communi ty Cound i l  
c o u n c i l  s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
t o u r i s m  i s  b a s i c  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  economy;  
r e s o r t  i n c r e a s e s  a c c e s s  t o  p a r k ;
r e q u e s t s  p u b l i c  i n v o l v emen t  d u r i n g  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s ;  
s u p p o r t s  g r e e n b e l t  a c q u i s i t i o n ;
wan t s  w a t e r f a l l s  on Sou t h  F o r k  bought  as  p a r t  o f  g r e e n b e l t  p r o j e c t .

T e r r y  Ko che r  —  W i l d l i f e  management d e g r e e ,  13 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
c o nc e r n ed  w i t h  use  o f  p a r k  l and  f o r  c omme r c i a l  d e v e l o p m en t ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  w i l l  s c a r e  w i l d l i f e ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  t h r e a t e n  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a l r e a d y  c o n ge s t e d  w i t h  a i r c r a f t  t r a f f i c ;  
no m o t o r i z e d  t r a f f c in g r e e n b e l t .

Dave J o ne s  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t ,  Sou t h  F o r k
r e s o r t  c o m p e t i b l e  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  uiso. c o n c e p t ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
s u g g e s t s  a d o p t i o n  o f  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Ancho r age  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n .

Ron Ak s ami t  —  Sou t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  s i gn ed  p r o p o s a l ;  
c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;  
many r e s o r t s  a r e  on p u b l i c  l a n d ;  
p a r k  s h o u l d  be opened t o  more u s e r s ,  u s e r  g r o u p s ;
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a c c e s s  i s  q u i t e  l i m i t e d ;  s h o u l d  be opened up mo r e ;  
e n v i r o n m en t a l  c o n c e r n s  can be s a t i s f i e d ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  -  o p p o s e d ;  
n o i s e  i s  v e r y  i r r i t a t i n g .

D i c k  E r i c k s o n  - -  B i r chwood r e s i d e n t
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e ;
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  1980  m a s t e r  p l a n .

Dave Young - -  Sou t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t
no knowl edge  o f  any  l e g a l  o r  p o l i c y  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  r e s o r t  
d e ve l o pmen t  ?n p a r k  p e r i p h e r y ;
R ogne r  r e s o r t  wou l d  p r o v i d e  s t a b l e  e conomi c  b a s e ;  
d r a i n a g e  can be a d d r e s s e d ;  
o t h e r  impac t s  can be m i t i g a t e d ;
s h o u l d  a d op t  MOA g r e e n b e l t  on i n t e r i m  b a s i s ,  t o  be f o l l o w e d  w i t h  
t a s k  f o r c e ;
a d aman t l y  oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o f f e r  no b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  p a r k .

J ohn  Peck  —  17 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
R ogne r  p r o p o s a l  wou l d  n o t  impac t  p a r k ;  
mos t  r e s o r t s  e l s e w h e r e  a r e  on p u b l i c  l a n d s ;
R ogne r  company i s  c a p a b l e  and c omp e t e n t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d n ' t  d r a g  f e e t  and d i s c o u r a g e  R o g n e r ;
b i k e  t r a i l s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  r u nn i ng  f u l l  l e n g t h ;
more numerous p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,  w i t h  f ew e r  s p ac e s  e a ch ;
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
wou l d  n o t  be oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r s  i f  away f r om  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s ,  

wi t h  no no i  se
i m p a c t s .

RC J o hn s on  (Bob )
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  enhance  p u b l i c  us e  and e n j o ymen t  o f  p a r k .

Rosema r y  J ohns on  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p men t ;
p r o p o n e n t  ough t  t o  have  w i de  l a t i t u d e  in d e f i n i n g  p r o j e c t ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  communi ty  mus t  g r ow;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  impr ove  p a r k  a c c e s s ;  
no l o c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e s o r t ;
w i l d l i f e  have  amp l e  room in A9 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ;  
c o m p e t i t i o n  wou l d  be good f o r  H a t c h e r  P a s s  p r o p o n e n t s .

Mike King
snow c o n d i t i o n s  in Sou t h  F o r k  a r e  p o o r ;
q u e s t i o n s  wh e t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  snow c o u l d  s u p p o r t  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s o r t ;  
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .
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L o t t i  HcCubb l n —  25 y e a r  r e s i d e n t
d e v e l o p e r  mus t  s a t i s f y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s ;  
w i t h  m i t i g a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t ;  
s u p p o r t s  g r e e n b e l t  t r a i l s ;  
wan t s  g r e e n b e l t  a l o n g  P e t e r s  C r e e k ;
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g  be cau s e  o f  a v a l a n c h e  d a n g e r s ;  
s u p p o r t s  l i m i t e d  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  f o r  s i g h t s e e i n g ,  s t r i c t l y  
1 imi t e d .

V i n c e  V i t a l e  —  r e p r e s e n t i n g  E a g l e  R i v e r  -  Chug i a k  Chamber o f  Commerce 
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o ' t  a r e  im p o r t a n t ;
" o v e rwh e lm i n g  l o c a l  communi ty s u p p o r t " ;
86% o f  p o l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  s u p p o r t  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  ir, E a g l e  R i v e r ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  smooth o u t  s e a s o n a l  ec onomi c  c y c l e s ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  enhance  f a m i l y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  good r e g a r d l e s s  o f  c o n d i t i o n  o f  economy.

D i c k  Brown —  13 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
must  p r o t e c t  w a t e r s h e d ;
• • e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  f o r  y e a r  r ound o p e r a t i o n s ;
n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  have been p r o t e c t e d  e l s e w h e r e  when d e v e l o p i n g
r e s o r t s :  Eu r o p e ,  e t c . ;
t r a s h i n g  i s n ' t  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  d e v e l o p men t ;
e n f o r c e me n t  o f  f a c i l i t y  ma i n t e na n ce  s h o u l d  be p a r t  o f  c o n c e s s i o n

c o n t r a c t .

R i c h a r d  R o d r i g u e s  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
p r op o s e d  s i t e  i s  u n s p o i l e d ;  
c o n c e r n e d  a b ou t  n i g h t  l i g h t i n g  o f  s k i  s l o p e s .

R.  Mack A r r i n g t o n  —  r e s i d e n t  s i n c e  1962
p r oud  and p l e a s e d  t h a t  r e s o r t  i s  b e i ng  p r o p o s e d ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g ;
s u p p o r t s  summer h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  a t  s p e c i f i e d  s i t e s .

Hen r y  Wa r r en
p a r k  i f  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n ;
s e n t  r e s p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  i n s p e c t  Rogne r  r e s o r t s  in E u r o p e ,  .and 
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  go .̂ 1 r e p o r t ;
r e s o r t s  h a v e n ' t  d i s p l a c e d  w i l d l i f e  in o t h e r  a r e a s ;  
g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  have been done l ong  a g o ;  
g r e e n b e l t  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  be l o w - m a i n t e n a n c e ; 
h e l i c o p t e r s  -  s h o u l d  be some z o ne s  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  l a n d i n g s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g  i s  t o o  d a n g e r o u s .

E l a i n e  R ob i n s o n  —  P e t e r s  C r e e k  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
g r owth  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  communi ty  w e l l - b e i n g ;  
economi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t ;
g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  s h o u l d  be a d o p t e d ,  w i t h  f u t u r e  t a s k  f o r c e ;  
oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s :  n o i s e ,  w i l d l i f e  impa c t s ;  
s p e c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  have  a l t e r n a t i v e s .
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Mark Eidem
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  
r e s o r t  has good ec onomi c  b e n e f i t s ;
r e s o r t s  e l s e w h e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  w h i l e  n o t  d e g r a d i n g  e n v i r o n men t ;  
Mun i c i p a l  G r e e n b e l t  P l a n  s h o u l d  be a d o p t e d ;  
no m o t o r i z e d  uses  in g r e e n b e l t ;
m u l t i - l i n g u a l  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  a t  r e s o r t  v i l l a g e  s i t e .

■■■■ . &

Ray Ga rdn e r
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  f i t s  G o v e r n o r ' s  ec onomi c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o b j e c t i v e s ;  
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
s u p p o r t s  l i m i t e d ,  n o nmo t o r i z e d  u s e / d e v e l o p m en t  o f  g r e e n b e l t .

Rod Hansen —  So u t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

L o i s  R i c k e r  —  6 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  in p a r k ;  
ec onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t ;  
r e s o r t  s h o u l d  be a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p l e a s i n g ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  s t o p  p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  go s o l e - s o u r c e  in c o n t r a c t .

Ann R i 1ey
oppo s ed  t o  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
d a ng e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t  be i ng  s e t ;
d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  t o o  e x p e n s i v e ,  so  r e s o r t  w o u l d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  open 
a r e a  t o  l o c a l  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s ;
oppo s ed  t o  s k i  r uns  on Mt .  Gordon Lyon and H i l a n d  Moun t a i n ;
un de c i d ed  on o t h e r  s l o p e s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  a p p r o v e  s l o p e - b y - s l o p e ;
s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  human impa c t s ,  as  w e l l  a s  w i l d l i f e  impa c t s .

L . G .  T a t e
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
even p e o p l e  who w i l l  be s e r i o u s l y  impac t ed  a r e  s u p p o r t e r s ;  
l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  d e v e l o p e d  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
o ppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

Denn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f  —  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s k i e r  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  improve  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t .

Wayne M a r s h a l l  - -  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t
n e i g h b o r h o o d  v a l u e s  wou l d  be l o s t  i f  r e s o r t  p r o c e e d s ;
DNR s h o u l d  a s s e s s  impac t s  on l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ;  
p r o p o s a l  i s  t o o  w i d e s p r e a d  -  s h o u l d  be r educed  in s i z e ;  
a c c e s s  t o  a r e a  s h o u l d  be l i m i t e d ;
no n i g h t  s k i i n g  -  l i g h t s  r u i n  v i ew s ,  n o t h e r n  l i g h t s ;  
d e ve l o pmen t  s h o u l d  n o t  impact  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  in v a l l e y ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  d e l a y  p r o j e c t .
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Dwight  N e i l l  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;
r e s o r t  imp r oves  p a r k  a c c e s s ,  b r o a d en s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  
n o t  t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  ou gh t  t o  be v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  s t r i c t l y  r e g u l a t e d  b a s i s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  a pp r o a c h  p a t h  s h o u l d  be s p e c i f i e d ;  
do on e x p e r im e n t a l  b a s i s ;
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y .

Lynn C a t l i n
oppo s ed  t o  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  p u b l i c  l a n d ;
p u b l i c  d i d n ' t  a s k  f o r  r e s o r t ,  bu t  we a r e  r e a c t i n g  t o  p r o p o s a l ;
S ou t h  F o r k  l and  v a l u e s  wou l d  s k y r o c k e t ;  
r e s o r t  j o b s  a r e  l o w - p a y i n g ;
s k e p t i c a l  o f  " n o  n i g h t  s k i i n g "  s t a t e m en t s  by R o gn e r ;  
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

Dave B l a n c h e t t  —  r e p r e s e n t i n g  K n i k  K a n o e r s ,  K a y a k e r s  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on g r e e n b e l t  t r a d e ;
KKK t a k e s  n u e t r a l  v i ew ;
d i s t r e s s e d  w i t h  J o h a n n s e n ' s  p r ema t u r e  s u p p o r t  o f  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a i r ,  w a t e r ,  n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n  o f  r e s o r t ;
KKK needs  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on s p e c i f i c s  o f  p r o p o s a l  p r i o r  t o  t a k i n g  
p o s i t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t / o p p o s i t i o n ;  
what  a b ou t  n o i s e  o f  snow mak i ng ;  
what  a b ou t  sewage d i s p o s a l ?

Lynn T a t e  —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
r e s o r t  i s  c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ;  
s k i i n g  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in p a r k  edge .

Ve rn Un ge r e ch t  -  Mat - Su Bo r ough As semb l y
has  mi xed f e e l i n g s  a b ou t  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
p r o j e c t  s u f f e r s  f r om  l a c k  o f  p l a n n i n g ,  b e i ng  r am - r o d de d ;
H a t c h e r  Pa s s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  has  gone  t h r o u g h  p r o p e r  p l a n n i n g  
p r o c e s s ;
s h o u l d  be p r o p e r ,  l o n g e r  t e rm p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  emp l o y ed ;  
p r o p o s a l  seems ma r g i n a l  when c o n s i d e r i n g  l a c k  o f  snow;  
d o e s n ' t  want  c o m p e t i t i o n  be tween Mat - Su  V a l l e y  and E a g l e  R i v e r .

S t e v e  Cyp r a  - -  P a lme r  r e s i d e n t
s h o u l d  t a k e  r e g i o n a l  v i ew o f  c ompe t i ng  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l s ;  
f ew q u a l i t y  s k i  s i t e s  in r e g i o n ;
d e v e l o pmen t  o f  m a r g i n a l  s i t e  mi gh t  p r e c l u d e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  b e t t e r  
s i t e s .
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Ed Howper —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l
c o n f i d e n t  n e g a t i v e  impac t s  can be m i t i g a t e d ;  
s t a t e ,  communi ty  s h o u l d  push p r o j e c t  t h r o u g h ;  
l a r g e r  b e n e f i t s  ou twe i gh  m i no r  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  t o  l o c a l s ;  
no m o t o r i z e d  t r a f f i c  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
a g a i n s t  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

B e t s y  Ga r dn e r  -  S i x  y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s o r t  w o u l d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e c l u d e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  
r e s o r t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d n ' t  a t t a c h  u n n e c e s s a r y  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  s t i p u l a t i o n s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  p e r f o r m  h y d r o l o g i c  s t u d y :
t r a i l  on n o r t h  s i d e  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t ;
s h o u l d  p l a c e  wa r n i ng  s i g n s  b e f o r e  w h i t e w a t e r  r a p i d s ;
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

C e c i 1 i a  D i e d r i c h
much l o c a l  demand f o r  r e s o r t  and d o wn h i l l  s k i ' n g  f a c i l i t i e s ;  
a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  A u s t r i a n  b u s i n e s s e s :  Rogne r  known f o r  q u a l i t y .

Lynn B u r k q u i s t
s u p p o r t s  l e a s e  f o r  d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  b r i n g  economic  b e n e f i t s ;
h i gh  c a p i t a l  c o s t s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  i n d i c a t e  economic  f e a s i b i l i t y ;
S o u t h  F o r k  r e s o r t  w o u l d n ' t  p r e c l u d e  compe t i ng  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l s ;  
wou l d  l i k e  n i g h t  s k i i n g ;
communi ty  needs  c l o s e r  a c c e s s  t o  s k i  a r e a s  than A l y e s k a .

C r a i g  Campbe l l  —  Mun i c i p a l  assembl yman
l o c a l  communi ty  s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  p r o v i d e  j o b s ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  b r i n g  c a p i t a l  f r om  o u t s i d e  l o c a l  a r e a ;
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

Doug Dowden —  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  c l a i m s  o f  Ha t ch e r  
s i t e  i s  u n f e a s i b l e .

Pa s s  p r o p o n e n t s  t h a t  E a g l e  R i v e r

Todd Min e r
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
s u p p o r t s  r e a s o n a b l e  de v e l opmen t  o f  g r e e n b e l t ;
n o t  p u r p o s e  o f  p a r k s  t o  be economic  d e ve l o pmen t  ag enc y ;
w i l d e r n e s s  v a ’ ues  o f  Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  w i l l  change  w i t h  r e s o r t
d e v e l o p m e n t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  we i gh t  t o  n o n -mon e t a r y  v a l u e s ,  w i l d e r ­
n e s s  v a l u e s .

Dave Geo rge  - -  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s :  w i l d l i f e  impac t s ;
what  a b ou t  impac t s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  r u n o f f  due t o  snow mak ing?
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F r ed  Dyson —  Mun i c i p a l  a s semb l yman ,  f o rm e r  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  member 
p a r k  i s  m a j o r  a s r e t  o f  c i t y ;
l e g i s l a t i o n  c a l k - f o r  t h r e e  z o n e s :  w i l d e r n e s s ,  s c e n i c ,  d e v e l o p e d ;
p r o p o s a l  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  
r e s o r t  means changed l i f e s t y l e ;
p o p u l a t i o n  g r owt h  means t h a t  l i f e s t y l e  changes  a r e  i n e v i t a b l e ;  
r e s o r t  r e v en ue s  wou l d e n a b l e  improved management  o f  p a r k ;  
a g g r e g a t e  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t  ou twe i gh  n e g a t i v e  impa c t s .

!. . ...w ^  .,w . f. , ..

A1 Romazewski  —  10 y e a r  Eag l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
p r o p o s a l  s i t e  i s  no t  w i l d e r n e s s ;  
p r o p o n e n t  s h o u l d n ' t  be g i v e n  c a r t e - b ' a n c h e ;
Rogne r  i s  q u a l i t y  d e v e l o p e r ;
p r o j e c t  s h o u l d  be a p p r o v e d ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s a f e g u a r d s .

Lee  J o r d a n
s u p p o r t s  us e  o f  p a r k  l and  f o r  s k i  s l o p e s ;
c o n c e r n s  can be a d d r e s s e d  in RFP and c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  r e a l i z e  s u b s t a n t i a l  e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s  as  p a r t  o f
c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e m en t ;
l o o k  a t  impac t s  o f  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  r e s o r t  v i l l a g e  s i t e ;  
a r e a  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s :  a l r e a d y  p r i s o n s ,  r o a d s ,  l a n d f i l l s ,  e t c . ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  enhance O l ymp i c s  b i d ;  
no p r i v a t e  l and  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s k i  s l o p e  d e v e l o p men t .

Don F o l l o w s  - -  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  Utah and C o l o r a d o  r e s o r t s  
Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  i s  " c l a s s y " ;
t o u r i s m  i s  now number one i n d u s t r y  in C o l o r a d o ;

Becky  Hansen - -  Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
s k i  l i f t s  wou l d  open p a r k  t o  h and i c a pped  p e o p l e .

S c o v t  M a r t i n e z
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  has s p e c i a l  v a l u e s  as  w i l d e r n e s s ;  
a r e a  o u g h t  t o  be l e f t  a l o n e  and e n j o y e d  f o r  i t s  own s a k e .
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- y - m W i i l  ■ ^  v . : - r u

Gi r dwood ,  May 2 7 ,  12 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  9 o f f e r i n g  t e s t im o n y

Pau l  Todd —  An cho r ag e  r e s i d e n t
c omme r c i a l  u s e s  o f  p a r k  l a n d ,  w i t h  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l s  p r o t e c t i n g  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  and r e s o u r c e s ,  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

Bob M i l l e r  —  l a ndowne r  a d j o i n i n g  pa r k
p a r k s  o u g h t  t o  be a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e  and u s e r s ;  
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r s  because  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a l t e r n a t i v e  means 
a c c e s s ;
r e s o r t  o u g h t  t o  be en cou r aged  in p e r i p h e r y  o f  p a r k ;  
r e s o r t s  b u i l t  e l s e w h e r e  in s t a t e  p a r k s ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  be r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  e c onom i c  a s s e t  t o  communi t y ,  s t a t e ;  
a r e a  needs  ec onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t .

o f

JoAnn Mi 1 l e r
r e s o r t  wou l d  be t o u r i s m  b o o s t ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  a f f e c t  v e r y  sma l l  p a r t  o f  p a r k ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  imp rove  p a r k  a c c e s s ;
one  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  s i t e  i s  o k a y ,  bu t  s e v e r a l  i s  no go od ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  s h o u l d  be c o n t r o l l e d  t o  m i n im i z e  n o i s e ,  w i l d l i f e  im­
p a c t s  ;
s u p p o r t s  M u n i c i p a l i t y  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n ;
need t o  s e p a r a t e  d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s  on g r e e n b e l t ;
accommodate as  many p e o p l e  as p o s s i b l e .

J o s e  V i c e n t e
r e s o r t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a r e a ,  p a r k ;  
r e s o r t  s h o u l d  be done t a s t e f u l l y ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  d i v e r s i f y  s t a t e  economy ;
Rogne r  has a g r e e d  t o  pay $7 m i l l i o n  f o r  u t i l i t y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ;  
g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d ;  
t r a i l  a l i g n m e n t s  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d ;
t r a i l  s u r f a c e s  s h o u l d  r ange  be tween a s p h a l t ,  g r a v e l ,  d i r t ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g ,  i f  c o n t r o l l e d ,  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d .

Ge o r g e  Brown —  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t
r e s o r t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  use  in p e r i p h e r y  o f  p a r k ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  b e n e f i t  economy;  
t o u r i s m  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  i n d u s t r y ;
s t a t e  c o u l d  do good j o b  o f  r e g u l a t i n g  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  t o  en su r e  
q u a l i  t y ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  o k a y  in p a r k  p e r i p h e r y ;  
p r o h i b i t  h e l i c o p t e r s  in w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .

S t e v e  K o s l ow  —  k a y a k e r  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  E a g l e  R i v e r  
l ow d e ve l o pmen t  a p p r o a ch  t o  g r e e n b e l t ;
paved t r a i l s  wou l d  dr aw l a r g e  number s  o f  p e o p l e ,  d e t r a c t i n g  f r om 
r i v e r  v i ew s ;
wh o l e  g r e e n b e l t  o u gh t  t o  be n o n - m o t o r i z e d ; 
no h o r s e s  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
no b o a t  l i v e r i e s  on r i v e r ;  
c a u t i o u s  a p p r o a c h  on b r i g e s  o v e r  r i v e r ;  
a d am an t l y  oppo s ed  t o  any h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
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p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  p a r k  a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y  used  by day  u s e r s
o t h e r  s t a t e ,  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  t o u r s . ,  l a n d i n g s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n t r u s i o n  on p a r k ;  
opposed  t o  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
r e s o r t  s i t e  i s  d a r k ,  s u f f e r s  l a c k  o f  snow;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  c a t e r  t o  j e t  s e t t e r s ,  n o t  l o c a l s ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  a f f e c t  w i l d l i f e ,  b i r d s ;
Sou th  F o r k  v a l l e y  c a n ' t  h a n d l e  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e .

J an s  Myer —  Gi rdwood r e s i d e n t
go s l ow  w i t h  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
had bad e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  h e l i c o p t e r s  in Hawai i
Hawa i i .

o u t  o f  c o n t r o l  in

Bryan S e l 1
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;  
w e ' l l  r e g r e t  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  in f u t u r e ;  
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  n o t  p r i s t i n e  now; 
p a r k  needs  a c t i v e ,  a g g r e s s i v e  management .

Paul  Todd
s a f e g u a r d  human v a l u e s  when g o v e r n i n g  r e s o r t s ,  o t h e r  c omme r c i a l  u s e s  
o f  p a r k ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  d i s p l a c e  e x i s t i n g  u s e r s ;
l i m i t  number  o f  l a n d i n g s  a l l o w e d ;
t a k e  c o m p l e t e l y  new l o o k  a t  g r e e n b& l t  p l a n ;
r e g u l a t e  c omme r c i a l  b o a t  l i v e r i e s  on E a g l e  R i v e r  -  g e t  c o n t r o l  in 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g ;
l o o k  a t  s t o rm  w a t e r  d i s p o s a l ,  sewage d i s p o s a l  a s  p a r t  o f  r e s o r t  
c o n t r a c t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  r e s o r t  f a i l u r e .

L a r r y  D a n i e l s
l o o k  a t  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  e x p e r i e n c e  and p r o c e s s  f o r  s k i  a r e a s .
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W a s i l l a ,  May 2 9 ,  15 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  10 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

John S t e i n  —  Ma t - Su  Bo r ough
v a l l e y  i s  c ompe t i n g  f o r  r e s o r t s ;  
q u e s t i o n s  wh e t h e r  r e s o r t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e ;
OPOR s h o u l d  do s i t e  e v a l u a t i o n ;
s i t e  has been d e s i g n a t e d  in H a t c h e r  Pass  -  good s i t e ;
H a t c h e r  Pa s s  s h o u l d n ' t  be o v e r l o o k e d  in t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o n t e x t .

S a r a h  Ho r ne r  - -  i n t e r e s t e d  in H a t c h e r  Pass
DPOR s h o u l d  . h o r o u g h l y  s t u d y  E a g l e  R i v e r  
s i b i 1 i t y .

s i t e  and e n s u r e  i t s  f e a -

J an  A f f i n i t o
l a r g e - s c a l e  r e s o r t  may be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  in s t a t e  p a r k ;
L a g l e  R i v e r  i s  ba s ed  in p a r k ,  dependen t  on p a r k ;
DPOR s h o u l d  f o l l o w  sound p l a n n i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  b e i ng  even more c a r e f u l  
b e c au s e  o f  p a r k  s t a t u s ;
d e v e l o pmen t  o f  Gove rnment  Pe ak  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  i f  Sou t h  F o r k  f a i l s ;
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  a r e  d r i v i n g  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s ;  
s k i  a r e a  s h o u l d  be examined  on i t s  t e c h n i c a l  m e r i t s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s o r t  c o u l d  s u s t a i n  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  s k i i n g .

J im T u r n e r  —  I nd e pendence  S k i  R e s o r t  Company
r e s o r t s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k  s t a t u s ,  p r o v i d e d  
f e a s i b i l i t y  and c a p a b i l i t y ;
c u r s o r y  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t ' s  m a r g i n a l ;  
DPOR s h o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  p r o j e c t  i f  n o t  f e a s i b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  t a k e  r e g i o n a l  v i ew o f  p o t e n t i a l  s k i  s i t e s ;  
p e r m i t t i n g  o f  u n f e a s i b l e  s i t e  c o u l d  k i l l  mo r e  f e a s i b l e  s i t e s ;  
l o o k  a t  m o u n t a i n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  h o l d  snow in p l a c e ;
h e l i c o p t e r  s ' k i i ng  s h o u l d n ' t  be p r o h i b i t e d ;  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  w i t h  
c a r e f u l  c o n t r o l s .

Mike Downs
c o n s i d e r  noi<=« impac t s  o f  s k i  l i f t s ,  o th . e r  r e s o r t  a c t i v i t i e s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s . t e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  n o r t h  f a c i n g ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  s u n s h i n e ;  
r e s o r t  s i t e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w a t e r s h e d ;
snow mak ing  equ i pmen t  c r e a t e s  a w i d e s p r e a d  f o g ,  c o a t i n g  r o ad s  and 
hous e s  w i t h  i c e ;
Sou t h  F o r k  has  f r e q u e n t  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n v e r s i o n s ,  c a u s i n g  f o g  f r om 
snowmaking t o  c o v e r  wh o l e  v a l l e y ;
l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  o f  r e s o r t  may n o t  be c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  bedroom 
communi t y  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r ;
Sou t h  F o r k  r e s o r t  c o u l d  p r e c l u d e  a b e t t e r  s i t e  f r om  be i ng  d e v e l o p e d .  

R o b e r t  Wei 1s
c u r r e n t  e c onomi c  d own t u r n  s h o u l d  no t  i n f l u e n c e  d e c i s i o n  t o  open 
s t a t e  p a r k  t o  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  p a r k ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  can be managed t o  m i n im i z e  impa c t s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  p r o b a b l y  o u g h t  t o  be e x c l u d e d  f r om  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ;  
p a r kw i d e  s k i  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y  s t u d y  s h ou l d  be done .
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P e t e r  D i e d r i c h
examine  wind s c o u r i n g  o f  s k i  s l o p e s ;
Government  Peak  i s  s u p e r i o r  s i t e  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  
DPOR s h ou l d  do a p p r o p r i a t e  s t u d i e s . tiSi&u&S

l o c a l  need f o r  s k i  r e s o r t ;  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  y o u t h  s k i  p r og r am ;  
s c ho o l  buses  c anno t  n e g o t i a t e  i c y ,  s t e e p  r o a d s ;
E ag l e  R i v e r  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  t o o  f a s t ;  
c o n ce r n ed  w i t h  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y ;

Mike Pe r r y ham —  A l a s k a  F r o n t i e r  T r a p p e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
E IS  o r  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d y  o ugh t  t o  o c c u r  f o r  bo t h  r e s o r t  
p r o p o s a l s ;
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  n o t  m u l t i p l e  u s e ,  and p r e v e n t  o t h e r  u s e r  g r o u p s ;  
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  s i n g l e  u s e  a r e a s ;
a l r e a d y  t h r e e  s k i  a r e a s ,  ar.d more a r e  u n n e c e s s a r y ;  
how many sheep  wou l d  be e l i m i n a t e d  by s k i  s l o p e s ?
p r o p o n e n t s  s h o u l d  pay f o r  s t a t e ' s  e x p en se s  in p l a n n i n g ,  r e s p o n d i n g  
t o  r e o u e s t .

Mike S o r e n s e n  —  e x p e r i e n c e d  s k i  coach  
s u p p o r t s  a l p i n e  s k i i n g ;
c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  m a r g i n a l  s k i  s l o p e s ,  t e r r a i n s ;  
a r e a  ough t  t o  be e v a l u a t e d  f o r  i t s  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s .
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Ancho r a g e ,  May 2 0 ,  75 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  38 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

Dave S t e p h e n s ; W e ' l l  c a l l  t he  mee t i ng  t o  o r d e r  now. I a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t he
c o n f u s i o n .  We had a s c h e d u l i n g  c o n f l i c t  and we we re  supposed  t o  be n e x t  d o o r  
so w e ' r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e  in g e t t i n g  s e t - u p  and o r g a n i z e d .  T h i s  i s  a mee t i ng  
t o  d i s c u s s  t he  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  We a r e  d o i ng  a l i m i t e d  
r e v i ew  and u p d a t e  o f  t h e  p a r k  p l a n  t h i s  summer .  My name i s  Dav i d  S t ep h e n s .  I 
have  l e a d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I wo r k  in t h e  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  o f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s .  A1 Me i n e r s  i s  h e r e  a l s o  a s s i s t i n g  t o n i g h t .  He i s  t h e  
R e g i o n a l  Manager  f o r  S t a t e  P a r k s  and has r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  mos t  o f  t he  s t a t e  
p a r k s  in t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n ,  a s  f a r  n o r t h  as  D e n a l i  S t a t e  P a r k  and as  f a r  
s o u t h  as  K o d i a k .  The r e  a r e  some o t h e r  P a r k s  s t a f f  h e r e  t o n i g h t  and I ' l l  
i n t r o d u c e  them as t h e y  come i n .  The need t o  do a r e v i ew  and upda t e  o f  t h e  
m a s t e r  p l a n  i s  based  on t h r e e  b i g  i s s u e s  t h a t  have r e c e n t l y  come up t h a t
a r e n ' t  a d e q u a t e l y  t r e a t e d  in t h e  1980 ma s t e r  p l a n ,  wh i ch i s  t h e  mos t  r e c e n t  
m a s t e r  p l a n  and i s  t he  one t h a t  g u i d e s  how we manage and d e v e l o p  t he  p a r k .  
The ma s t e r  p l a n  i s  t h e  p a r k ' s  p o l i c y  document .  When i s s u e s  come up,  o u r  f i r s t
a c t  i s  t o  go t o  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  and see  what i t  s a y s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s
i s s u e s  and t r y  t o  f o l l o w  i t s  l e a d .  I t ' s  t he  p o l i c y  document  f o r  t h e  p a r k .  In 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  p o l i c y  do cumen t s .  In t h e  i n f o rm a ­
t i o n  p a c k e t ,  t h e  l a s t  page ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h o s e  a r e  c i t e d  and t h o s e  a r e  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  have a p a c k e t  
t h a t  has  t h e  agenda  and a l o t  o f  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b ou t  some o f  t he  
s t u f f  t h a t  w e ' l l  be t a l k i n g  a b ou t  t o n i g h t .  The f o rm a t  f o r  t o n i g h t ' s  mee t i ng  
i s  a l i t c l e  b i t  changed f r om  what  we have  on t he  ag enda .  We o n l y  have  
h o u r s  t o  c o v e r  a l o t  o f  g r ound  and so  r a t h e r  t h an  t a k e  each one o f  t h e s e  
v a r i o  5 t o p i c s  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  us do o u r  s c h p e e l ,  s i t  down and t a k e  p u b l i c  
comment s ,  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  t a l k  a b ou t  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s  and then s i t  
down.  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  r ound o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .  We w i l l  t a k e  t he  comments ,  
do o u r  r e s e a r c h ,  and come up w i t h  some d r a f t  l anguage  t h a t  w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  
t h r e e  t o p i c s .  We w i l l  w r i t e  t h a t  up ,  p u b l i s h  i t ,  pu t  i t  o u t  f o r  p u b l i c  r e v i ew  
and comment ,  p r o b a b l y  in J u l y .  We w i l l  t hen have a second r ound o f  p u b l i c  
m e e t i n g s ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  on t h e  second round o f  g e t t i n g  r e a c t i o n  and comments 
on t h e s e  d r a f t  amendments t o  t h e  p l a n .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t o n i g h t ' s  mee t i ng  i s 
r e a l l y  j u s t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  i s s u e s ,  g i v e  you t he  b r o a d  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e  k i n d s  
o f  d e c i s i o n s  we a r e  g o i ng  t o  have  t o  make,  and then s i t  down.  I t ' s  r e a l l y  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  you t o  t e l l  us what  you t h i n k .  So we a r e  g o i ng  t o  t r y  t o  keep 
o u r  comments down t o  10 o r  15 m i n u t e s  and then t he  r e s t  o f  t he  mee t i n g  w i l l  be 
d e v o t e d  t o  p u b l i c  comment .  T he r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  h e r e  wa n t i ng  t o  t a l k  
t o n i g h t  so  we a s k  you t o  l i m i t  y o u r  comments as  much as p o s s i b l e .  At abou t  
f i v e  m i n u t e s '  t ime  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  a n t s y  and a s k  you t o  t r y  and 
sum up .  So p l e a s e  l i m i t  y o u r  comments .  I f  i t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  we have t ime 
t owa r d s  t h e  end o f  t he  m e e t i n g ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  s t and  up a g a i n .  T h e r e ' s  a 
s i g n - u p  s h e e t  on t he  f r o n t  d e s k .  We w i l l  r ead names o f f  o f  t h e  s i g n - u p  s h e e t  
f o r  t h o s e  p e o p l e  who wou l d  l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y .  W e ' l l  a l s o  us e  t h e  s i g n - u p  s h e e t  
t o  add y o u r  name and a d d r e s s  t o  t he  m a i l i n g  l i s t  and you w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  then 
o f  t h e  n e x t  r ound o f  p u b l i c  m ee t i n g s  and r e c e i v e  a d r a f t  o f  wh a t e v e r  l a nguage  
we a r e  w o r k i n g  up.  The r e  a r e  t h r e e  m a j o r  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  t h e  p a r k  t o d a y .  The r e  
a r e  a c t u a l l y  a l o t  more bu t  be cau se  o f  t im e ,  l a c k  o f  money ,  l a c k  o f  s t a f f ,  we 
have l i m i t e d  t he  s c ope  o f  t h i s  u pda t e  and r e v i ew  t o  t h r e e  m a j o r  t o p i c s .  And 
t h o s e  a r e :  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k ;  c ommerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s
and l a n d i n g s  in the  p a r k ;  and ,  t he  management and d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  E ag l e  
R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t ,  wh i ch has j u s t  r e c e n t l y  been r e s t o r e d  t o  p u b l i c  own e r s h i p  and



w i l l  be managed a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r k .  The r e  a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p a c k e t s  and 
p a p e r s  on e a c 1. o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  t o p i c s  and w e ' l l  j u s t  be summing up wh a t ' s
a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n  down,  s o  you can f o l l o w  a l o n g  w i t h  me i f  y o u ' d  l i k e .  The 
f i r s t  t o p i c  t h a t  we 'd  l i k e  t o  t a k e  up t o n i g h t  i s  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in the  
p a r k .  The t h i n g  t h a t  has  p r ompt ed  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r o p o s a l  by an A u s t r i a n  f i r m  t o  
b u i l d  and o p e r a t e  a m a j o r  y e a r - r o u n d  r e s o r t  in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y ,  e x ­
t e n d i n g  a s h o r t  ways up t he  main f o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and t h e  Sou th  F o r k  o f
E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y .  When we f i r s t  g o t  t h e  r e q u e s t  f r om t h e  f i r m  f o r  p e rm i s ­
s i o n  t o  use  a p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  and mos t  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g ,  
b u i l d i n g ,  r e t a i l  and comme r c i a l  s pace  wou l d  a l l  be o c c u r r i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  on p r i v a t e  l and  t h a t  a d j o i n s  t h e  p a r k .  Whe re  t h ey  need p e rm i s ­
s i o n  f r om S t a t e  P a r k s  i s  t o  use  s t a t e  p a r k  l a n d s  t o  b u i l d  and o p e r a t e  sk i
r u n s ,  t r a i l s ,  maybe some p a r k i n g ,  maybe some moun t a i n t o p  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  and i t  
i s  t h i s  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  t h e y  have  a p p r o a ched  us a b o u t  and t h a t  i s  o u r  
m a j o r  c o n c e r n .  We ' r e  n o t  s o  much c o n c e r n ed  w i t h  what  t h e y  do w i t h  t h e i r  
p r i v a t e  l a n d .  Tha t  i s  r e a l l y  more t h e  p u r v i ew  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  t h r o u gh  t he  
z o n i n g  o r d i n a n c e s .  But  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  l and  we wou l d  l i k e  t o  know l )  i s  
t h i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  use  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  l a n d s ,  and 2 )  i f  i t  i s ,  what  k i n d s  o f  
c o n t r o l s ,  s t i p u l a t i o n s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  ough t  t o  o c c u r  b e f o r e  we g i v e  them o u r  
p e r m i s s i o n .  As f a r  as  t h e  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  
s t e p :  t h e  p l a n  u p da t e  and r e v i ew .  The second s t e p ,  wh i ch  wou l d  o c c u r  as sum­
i ng t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c o m p a t i b l e  a c t i v i t y  and we p r o c e e d ,  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a 
c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s .  We w i l l  p r e - q u a l i f y  a p p l i c a n t s ,  t r y  and a r r i v e  a t  a l i s t  
o f  p e o p l e  who a r e  c a p a b l e  and w i l l i n g ,  and then we w i l l  pu t  o u t  an RFP,  o r  
R eque s t  f o r  P r o p o s a l s ,  wh i ch  d e t a i l s  what  k i nd  o f  d e v e l o pmen t  we wou l d  l i k e  t o  
s e e  in t he  s t a t e  p a r k ,  and a s k  them t o  s a t i s f y  us t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
e n v i r o n m en t a l  and s o c i a l  c o n c e r n s  have been a d d r e s s e d .  We a r e  r e l y i n g  on you 
t o  t e l l  us what  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s  a r e  and t h a t  r e a l l y  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t o n i g h t ' s  
m e e t i n g .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l  I ' l l  s a y  on t h e  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  p r o p o s a l .  On t he  
management  and d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  much o f  t he  b o t t o m l a n d s  o f  E ag l e  
R i v e r  w e r e ,  u n t i l  y e s t e r d a y ,  I g u e s s ,  p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  l a n d ,  owned by the 
E k l u t n a  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  we re  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n  l and s  
and v e r y  v a l u a b l e  f o r  w i l d l i f e  as w e l l ,  t h e y  were  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and s o  t e c h n i ­
c a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  on t h o s e  b o t t o m l a n d s  was done in 
t r e s p a s s .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  v a l u e s  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s ,  t h e  S t a t e  and E k l u t n a  
g o t  t o g e t h e r  and n e g o t i a t e d  a l and  e x change .  Tha t  l and  ex change  was j u s t  
c omp l e t e d  y e s t e r d a y  o r  t h e  day  b e f o r e ,  a pp r o v e d  by t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and 
w i l l  s oon be s i gn ed  by t h e  G o v e r n o r .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  i s  t o  r e s t o r e  abou t  
^*,000 a c r e s  o f  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n  l and s  back  t o  t h e  p a r k ,  t o  be managed 
by t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and d e v e l o p e d  as  w e l l .  The M u n i c i p a l i t y  r e c e n t l y  d i d 
a m a s t e r  p l a n  and management  p l a n  f o r  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  and made a number o f  
p r o p o s a l s  a b o u t  a c c e s s  p o i n t s ,  a b ou t  t r a i l s ,  and how t he y  o u gh t  t o  be managed.  
The r e  a r e  d i s p l a y  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  t h e r e  on t h e  s i d e  t a b l e  and 
a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  f r om t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  So t he  q u e s t i o n  we have  f o r  you t o n i g h t  
i s  how s h o u l d  we manage t h a t  l and ?  S hou l d  i t  be d e v e l o p e d  f o r  i n t e n s i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n ?  Shou l d  a r e a s  t h a t  have h i gh  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  be a v o i d e d  and t r a i l s  
r e r o u t e d ?  S hou l d  m o t o r i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s  be s e p a r a t e d  f r om n o n - m o t o r i z e d  a c t i v ­
i t i e s ?  A number  o f  nu t s  and b o l t s  q u e s t i o n s  ab ou t  what  we ough t  t o  do w i t h  
t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I t ' s  a b i g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we ' v e  j u s t  i n h e r i t e d  and we 
wou l d  l i k e  t o  know how t o  r e spond  t o  t he  demands t h a t  w e ' l l  be g e t t i n g  a lm o s t  
i n s t a n t l y .  The t h i r d  i s s u e  t h a t  we 'd  l i k e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t o n i g h t  i s  commer c i a l  
h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  and l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  The 1980 m a s t e r  p l a n  d o e s n ' t  
a d d r e s s  t h i s  i s s u e  in any g r e a t  d e t a i l  e x c e p t  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t ' s  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  
c o m p a t i b l e .  We knowing t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  we a r e  now
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f o r m u l a t i n g  a p a r k - w i d e  p o l i c y  t h a t  v / i l i  g o v e r n  wh e t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  g i v e n  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  l and  in t he  p a r k ,  and i f  s o ,  unde r  what  c o n d i t i o n s  and in what  
a r e a s .  T h i s  was a b i g  i s s u e  w i t h  t h e  p a r k  j u s t  v e r y  r e c e n t l y ,  in t he  l a s t  two 
mon t h s ,  when a p r i v a t e  f i r m  r e q u e s t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  l and  one  h e l i c o p t e r  p e r
day on a r i d g e t o p  t h a t  o v e r l o o k s  E a g l e  R i v e r  and An c ho r ag e .  Not  h a v i ng  any
k i nd  o f  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  t h a t  wou l d  a d d r e s s  c ommerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we 
d e n i e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The r e  was a l o t  o f  p u b l i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t he  a p p l i c a ­
t i o n .  A l o t  o f  t h a t  we b e l i e v e  stemmed f r om  t he  p u b l i c ' s  n o t  knowing what  t o  
e x p e c t .  I f  t h i s  one a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  g r a n t e d ,  does  t h a t  mean t h a t  n e x t  week 
t h e r e  w i l l  be f i v e  more h e l i c o p t e r  f i r m s  a s k i n g  p e r m i s s i o n ?  And soon we have 
a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h e r e  i s  in t h e  Grand Canyon and a l o n g  t he  c o a s t l i n e  o f  
Hawai i  whe r e  t h e y  a r e  a v e r y  i n t r u s i v e  a c t i v i t y  and r e a l l y  s p o i l  t h e  e x p e r i ­
ence  o f  o t h e r  p a r k  u s e r s :  p e o p l e  who a r e  on t h e  g r o u n d .  We d e n i ed  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n .  The Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  Boa r d  a s ked  us t o  deny ,  bu t  a l s o  
a s k ed  us t o  f o r m u l a t e  t h i s  p o l i c y  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  and t o  do i t  g o v e r n i n g  t h e
e n t i r e  p a r k ,  r a t h e r  t han on a c a s e - b y - c a s e  b a s i s .  So t h a t  i s  a summary o f  t h e
t h r e e  i s s u e s  t h a t  f a c e  us t o n i g h t .  A r e  t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n s  on how w e ' r e  g o i n g  
t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  mee t i n g  o r  any  o f  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e s  b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  
t he  a c t u a l  p u b l i c  comment? Okay ,  we w i l l  b e g i n  by c a l l i n g  names .  I f  y o u ' d  
l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  and h a v e n ' t  a l r e a d y  s i g n e d  up ,  p l e a s e  do so  and we w i l l  b r i n g  
t h o s e  l i s t s  o v e r  and r ead  o f f  t h e  names .  The r e  a r e  maps .  F e e l  f r e e  t o  u s e  
t h o s e  maps as p a r t  o f  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y .  P l e a s e  s t e p  f o rw a r d  t o  t h i s  a r e a  so  
t h a t  we can p i c k  up y o u r  comments on t h e  m i c r o p h o n e .  We ' r e  r e c o r d i n g  t h i s  as  
w e l l  as  t a k i n g  n o t e s .

A1 M e i n e r s : I f  you s i g n e d  in and do no t  w i sh  t o  t e s t i f y ,  j u s t  wave y o u r  hand
a t  us  and w e ' l l  go on t o  t h e  n e x t  p e r s o n .  Ginny D eV r i e s  a s k ed  i f  she  c o u l d
t e s t i f y  e a r l y  be c au s e  she has t o  go somewhere in a b o u t  two m i n u t e s ,  so  i f
t h e r e ' s  no p r o b l em  w i t h  t h a t  we 'd a s k  h e r  t o  come f o rw a r d  and t e l l  us what  she  
has t o  s a y .  I f  y o u ' d  l i k e  you can s i t  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e .

Ginny D e V r i e s : The f o l l o w i n g  comments a r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e
A l a s k a  W i l d l i f e  A l l i a n c e  on t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n  r e g a r d i n g  
d o w n h i l l  s k i  a r e a  d e v e l o pme n t ,  c omme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  a c t i v i t y ,  and t h e  E ag l e  
R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t .  The A l l i a n c e  o p p o s e s  any comme r c i a l  s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  on 
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  l a n d s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r op o s ed  s k i  r e s o r t  in Sou t h  F o r k  o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r .  N a t u r a l l y ,  we a r e  c o nc e r n e d  ab ou t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  impac t s  on 
s t a t e  p a r k  w i l d l i f e  such as  a d e v e l o pm en t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on w o l v e s  and d a l l  
s heep  in t h e  v i c i n i t y .  We a r e  a l s o  c o nc e r n ed  abou t  t he  impac t s  a s k i  a r e a  
wou l d  have on a d j a c e n t  w i l d e r n e s s  l a n d s  in Sou th  F o r k  and S h i p  C r e e k  v a l l e y s .  
Why n o t  u s e  u n d e s i g n a t e d  s t a t e  l a n d s  f o r  a s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  i n s t e a d  o f  u s i n g
d e s i g n a t e d  p a r k  l a nd ?  P a r k  s t a t u s  i s  t he  mos t  p r o t e c t e d  d e s i g n a t i o n  we can
p r o v i d e  f o r  o u r  s t a t e  l a n d s  and a t  a t ime  when i r r e p l a c e a b l e  h a b i t a t  i s  f a s t
d i s a p p e a r i n g  f o r  o u r  w i l d l i f e ,  such l and  s h o u l d  n o t  be u n n e c e s s a r i l y  s a c ­
r i f i c e d  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t .  As we have  p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t i f i e d ,  we a r e  a g a i n s t  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  The e x t r eme  n o i s e  o f  such l a n d i n g s  
wou l d  d e v a s t a t e  w i l d e r n e s s  and w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  t h a t  p a r k s  a r e  supposed  t o  
p r e s e r v e .  We have he a r d  f r om  o u r  members ab ou t  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  n o i s e  t h a t  
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  c a u s i n g  l o c a l  h i k e r s  and t o u r i s t s  when t h e y  t a k e  o f f  f r om
c r u i s e  s h i p s  and f l y  up t h e  g l a c i e r  in J u ne a u .  We s h o u l d  no t  be d e s t r o y i n g  
p a r k  v a l u e s  t o  c a t e r  t o  v i s i t o r s  who a r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s e e k  more than t he  mos t  
s u p e r f i c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  has  accommod, . '• and 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  accommodate c o m p a t i b l e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  d e v e l o pmen t .  (< : r a  1 
c ampg r ounds ,  a v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  w i t h  a h a n d i c a p p e d - a c c e s s i b l e  na tu  a i l ,
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d e v e l o p e d  t r a i l h e a d s ,  u n imp r o v ed  r o a d s  and a s y s t em o f  t r a i l s  a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a w i de  v a r i e t y  o f  u s e r s .  P a r k  o v e r f l i g h t s  a r e  a l r e a d y  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o b l e m .  To e x a c e r b a t e  i t  makes no s e n s e .  H e l i c o p t e r s  and
a i r p l a n e  o v e r f l i g h t s  a r e  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  in o u r  p a r k s  in the Lower  i*8.
P l e a s e  keep comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o u t  o f  o u r  s t a t e  p a r k s .  S i n c e  t he
L e g i s l a t u r e  r a t i f i e d  t h e  e x change  t h a t  wou l d  add 3 , 5 0 0  a c r e  g r e e n b e l t  on bo t h
banks  o f  E ag l e  R i v e r ,  t h e  A l l i a n c e  wo u l d  l i k e  t o  s ee  t h e  a r e a  managed f o r  
maximum en j oymen t  o f  n o n - c o n s um p t i v e  u s e r s  such as  h i k e r s ,  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  
s k i i e r s  and p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  S p e c t a c u l a r  s c e n e r y  and w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  c a nno t  
be r e p l a c e d  and o u r  f i r s t  o b l i g a t i o n  v / i t h i n  t h e  p a r k  s y s t em  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e s e  v a l u e s .  We ha ve  a chanc e  t o  make t he  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  o u r  p a r k s  in 
A l a s k a  now. Thank you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment .

A1 H e i n e r s : Thank y o u .

Dave S t e p h e n s : You h a ve  a q u e s t i o n  o f  us?

[ u n i n t e l I i g i b l e ]

A1 H e i n e r s : Cou l d  we h o l d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  b e cau s e  o t h e r w i s e . . .

[ u n i n t e l 1 i g i b l e ]

Dave S t e p h e n s : We ' r e  n o t  h e r e  t o  t a l k  ba ck  and f o r t h .  Y o u ' r e  h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o
us.

______________: I wou l d l i k e  t o  have  an an swe r  t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  h owe v e r ,  wh i ch i s  a
number  t h a t  c o u l d  be g i v e n  and I d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance  t o  go b a ck  t o  my o f f i c e  
and l o o k  i t  up.  The a c r e a g e  t h a t  i s  b e i ng  r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  v e r s u s  t he  
t o t a l  p a r k  a c r e a g e .  I f  I c o u l d  have  t h o s e  two numbe r s ,  r o u g h l y .

Dave S t e p h e n s : We d o n ' t  have  an a c r e a g e  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  amount  o f  s p ace  t h a t
wou l d  be d e vo t ed  t o  t h e  s k i  r u n s .  T he r e  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R ogne r  p r o p o s a l ,  
t h e r e  i s  a 97 a c r e  p r i v a t e  p a r c e l  whe r e  mos t  o f  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  u s e s  wou l d  
o c c u r .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  a b o u t  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  and i f  I we r e  g u e s s i n g ,  j u s t  
o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  my he ad ,  I ' d  s ay  t h e r e  we r e  maybe 2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  t o  b e . . .

[ u n i n t e l 1 i g i b l e ]

A1 M e i n e r s : P o s s i b l y ,  mo r e  than t h a t .  L e s s  than 10 .

Dave S t e p h e n s : We d o n ' t  know.

A1 M e i n e r s : Edgar  Smoo t ,  p l e a s e .

Edga r  Smoo t : Hy name i s  Edga r  Smoo t .  I 'm t he  Cha i rman o f  t h e  Communi ty and
Government  A f f a i r s  Commi t t e e  o f  t h e  C h u g i a k / E a g l e  R i v e r  Chamber  o f  Commerce.  
The Chamber  o f  Commerce s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  amendment o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  
P a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a l l o w  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t o u r i s t - ' e 1a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r i e s .  We f e e l  t h a t  such a c t i v i t i e s  as d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g ,  f l o a t  
t r i p s  and f l i g h t s e e i n g  can be c o nd u c t e d  in an e n v i r o n m e n t a 11y - r e s p o n s i b 1e
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manne r .  A communi t y  a t t i t u d e  s u r v e y  was conduc t ed  by t he  T o u r i s t  Commi t t e e  o f  
t h e  Chamber  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r  and t h e  r e s u l t s  o v e rw h e l m i n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  t he  
d e v e l o pmen t  o f  a t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  In E a g l e  R i v e r .  Of  t h e  250 p e o p l e  s u r v e y e d ,  
9 0 $  f a v o r e d  such d e ve l opmen t .  A t e l e p h o n e  s u r v e y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  be i ng  c o ndu c t ed  
by t h e  Chambe r ' s  Economic De v e l o pmen t  Commi t t ee  t o  a s s e s s  communi ty a t t i t u d e s  
t owa r d s  e c onomi c  d e ve l o pmen t .  To i n s u r e  a s t a t i s t i c a  11 y - c o r r e c t  s u r v e y ,  *»00 
h o u s e h o l d s  a r e  be i ng  c o n t a c t e d  u s i n g  a r a n d o m l y - g e n e r a t e d  t e l e p h o n e  l i s t .  One 
o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  asked i s ,  "Do  you f a v o r  t h e  de ve l o pmen t  o f  a r e c r e a t i o n / r e ­
s o r t  f a c i l i t y ? "  Wi th 15$ o f  t h e  s u r v e y  c om p l e t e d ,  53 a r e  in f a v o r ,  e i g h t  a r e  
oppo s ed  o r  u nde c i d ed .  Because  o f  the random way the  t e l e p h o n e  number s  were 
s e l e c t e d ,  we f e e l  t h i s  i s  a t r u e  and u n b i a s e d  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t he  c ommun i t y ' s  
f e e l i n g s .  Ove r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  a y e a r  now u t i l i z e  the  E ag l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r
C e n t e r  and i t s  t r a i l  s y s t ems  w i t h  a minimum impact  on the  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The 
Chamber  f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  d e m on s t r a t e s  t h a t ,  w i t h  p r o p e r  c a r e ,  t h e  p a r k  can
s u p p o r t  t o u r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a t  t h e  same t im e ,  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  can be
p r o t e c t e d .  We wou l d  u r ge  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  t o  amend t h e  Chugach S t a t e  
P a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  and r e s p o n s i b l e  d e v e l opmen t  o f  t he  
t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  w i t h i n  the b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Such deve l opmen t  p r o m i s e s  t o  
c r e a t e  hund r ed s  o f  j o b s  and b r i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n t o  o u r  s t a t e ' s  e c o n ­
omy.  Thank y ou .  Now I have t o  pu t  on my o t h e r  h a t  as  the  D i r e c t o r  f o r  t he  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce and r e ad  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  was a p p r o v ed
F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 87  in J uneau ,  A l a s k a ,  a t  o u r  q u a r t e r l y  bo a r d  mee t i n g .  "Whe r e a s  
K a n a k i n a ,  I n c . ,  t h e  wh o l e l y - own e d  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  and D r .  R o b e r t  
Rogne r  have  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  d e v e l o p  a d o w n h i l l  s k i
r e s o r t  w i t h  a 1 , 5 0 0 - r o o m  h o t e l  c omp l ex  on 103 a c r e s  o f  l and l o c a t e d  lA m i l e s
f r om downtown Ancho r ag e ,  and Whe r e a s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  has an e s t im a t e d  d e v e l o pmen t
c o s t  o f  $ 1 7 0  m i l l i o n ,  making i t  one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n v e s tmen t s  o f  p r i v a t e
c a p i t a l  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and Whe r eas  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers  o f  new 
t o u r i s t s  w i l l  be drawn f r om E u r o p e  and Japan  expand i ng  and s t r e n g h t e n i n g  t he
s t a t e ' s  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  and b r o a d e n i n g  o u r  economi c  b a s e ,  and Whe r ea s  such a
wo r l d  c l a s s  c omp l ex  w i l l  enhance  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b i d  f o r  t he  199^ W i n t e r  O l ym p i c s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  Be I t  R e s o l v ed  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce s u p p o r t s  
t he  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  thfe d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  a l o n g  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a n d ,  Be I t  
F u r t h e r  R e s o l v e d ,  t h a t  the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce s u p p o r t s  the  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  e x p e d i t e  t he  p e r m i t t i n g  p r o c e s s  r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  
d e v e l o p m e n t . "  S i g n e d ,  J im R i n e r s u n ,  Cha i rman ;  Geo rge  C r u i s e ,  P r e s i d e n t .  
Thank y o u .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : Would i t  be o k a y  f o r  me t o  s umma r i z e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  y o u r  c o n c e r n
i s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o j e c t  f o r  i t s  b e n e f i t  t o  t o u r i s m ?

Edga r  Sm o o t : Y e s .

A1 M e i n e r s : W i l l i a m  Reedy .

Wi 11 iam R e e d y : My name i s  W i l l i a m  Reedy .  I 'm a sma l l  bus i nes sman in E ag l e
R i v e r .  I a l s o  r e s i d e  in Eag l e  R i v e r .  I j u s t  have  a few b r i e f  comments I j u s t
want  t o  s a y .  In s u p po r t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  c o n v e r s a ­
t i o n s  w i t h  many b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  in the  a r e a ,  we f e e l  i t  wou l d be a t r emendou s  
s h o t  in t h e  arm,  a permanent  s h o t  in t h e  a rm,  f o r  the  b u s i n e s s  communi t y  t o  
have a r e s o r t  d e ve l opmen t  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t he  r i v e r .  The f i g u r e s  t h a t  have  been 
g i v e n  us i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 , 0 0 0  j o b s  wou l d  be c r e a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  d e v e l o pm en t ,  
and t h a t  wou l d  be n o t h i ng  but  a p l u s  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  unemp l oyed in o u r  
a r e a .  We f e e l  t h a t  the r e s o r t  i t s e l f  wou l d  be t he  s a f e s t  and c l e a n e s t  avenue
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o f  e c onomi c  d e ve l o pmen t  as  opposed t o  l a r g e  i n d u s t r y  o r  f a c t o r y ,  s ome th i ng  o f  
t h a t  n a t u r e .  So ,  t h i s  i s  t he  o n l y  i s s u e  t h a t  i 'm r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  a d d r e s s ,  i s  
t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  and t he  o t h e r  i t em I wanted t o  men t i on  i s  t h a t  t he  
E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a  i s  s u r r o u n d e d ,  a b o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  i t ,  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  by 
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  The r e  a r e  l i m i t e d  a r e a s  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t he  p a r k  and we
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o r t  wou l d a l s o  add e x t r a  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p a r k .  I t h ank  you 
f o r  y o u r  t im e .

A1 M e i n e r s ; Thank y ou ,  W i l l i a m .  J a n e t  W i l s o n .

J a n e t  Wi i s o n : I ' l l  p a s s .

A1 H e i n e r s : Okay .  C a r l  B i s t o l .  Tony Sm i t h .

Tony S m i t h : I ' l l  p a s s .

A1 Me i n e r s :  Okay .  S t e v e n  Smi t h .

S t e v e n  Smi t h : My ___ name i s  S t e v e  Sm i t h .  I 'm w i t h  A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  I n c .
A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r  s u p p o r t s  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  in t h e  de ve l opmen t  o f  a 
m a s t e r  p l a n  wh ich w i l l  i n c l u d e  d e s i g n a t e d  l a n d i n g  a r e a s  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  w i t h i n  
t he  p a r k  b o u n d a r i e s .  We b e l i e v e  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k  a r e  c o mp a t i b l e  w i t h  
o t h e r  l and  u s e s  and hope o u r  37 y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  l a n d i n g  in e n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  can be o f  a s s i s t a n c e  in t h e  d e s i g n  o f  such a p l a n .  
Thank y ou .

A1 M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  S t e v e .  L a r r y  W i l l i a m s .

L a r r y  W i 1 1 i am s : My name i s  L a r r y  W i l l i a m s  and I am an Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t  and
I am s p e a k i n g  t o n i g h t  in b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Ame r i c an  W i l d e r n e s s  A l l i a n c e ,  a n a t i o n ­
a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in D e n v e r ,  C o l o r a d o .  Now t h e  
model  o f  t he  Ame r i can  W i l d e r n e s s  A l l i a n c e  i s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n s e r v e  w i l d  
Ame r i c a .  H o p e f u l l y ,  we can wo rk  t o g e t h e r  t o n i g h t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s e r v e  a 
v e r y  s p e c i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  w i l d  Amer i ca  —  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  I f  Chugach S t a t e  
P a r k  we r e  l o c a t e d  in any o t h e r  s t a t e  in t h e  U n i o n ,  i t  wou l d  be a n a t i o n a l  
p a r k .  I d a r e s a y  i t  wou l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  one o f  t h e  c r own j e w e l s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ­
a l  p a r k  s y s t em .  B u t ,  i t  i s  n o t .  I t  i s  a s t a t e  p a r k  and we can a l l  t a k e  g r e a t  
p r i d e  in t h a t  f a c t ,  
v a r  i ed  w i 1d 1 i f e  and 
s t u n n i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  panorama a t  t he  v e r y  back  d o o r  o f  A l a s k a ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y .  
I t  i s  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l ,  s e em i n g l y  i m p o s s i b l e  d i c h o t omy  o f  p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s  
c o - e x i s t i n g  s i d e - b y - s i d e  w i t h  a t e ami ng  m e t r o p o l i s  t h a t  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h e  
u n i q u e n e s s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  I know o f  no o t h e r  p l a c e  on o u r  p l a n e t  
whe r e  t h e  bounda r y  between w i l d e r n e s s  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  so  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  
and so  amaz i ng t o  b e h o l d .  I t  c o u l d  h a ve  e a s i l y  been o t h e r w i s e .  The r e  c o u l d  
e a s i l y  have been h o u s i ng  t r a c t s  n e s t l e d  up a g a i n s t  E a g l e  G l a c i e r ,  E a g l e  
G l a c i e r  Vi ew.  The r e  c o u l d  have e a s i l y  been s t r i p  m a i l s  r i g h t  in t h e  v e r y  
h e a r t  o f  Sh i p  C r e e k .  The r e  pe r haps  ev en  c o u l d  have  been a m a j o r  s k i  r e s o r t  in 
t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  I n s t e a d ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  wisdom and 
f o r e s i g h t ,  we have a p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  an a c c e s s i b l e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  r i g h t  
o u t s i d e  o u r  d o o r .  The s t a t e  p a r k . . . a p p r o p r i a t e  d e v e l o pmen t  in o u r  p a r k .  Now 
comes a p r o p o s a l  t h a t  a s k s  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  change t h e  management d i r e c t i o n  
o f  a l l  p a r k s .  Tha t  a s k s  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  i n t e n s i v e l y  d e v e l o p  a p o r t i o n  o f  
o u r  w i l d e r n e s s .  A de ve l opmen t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  d e l i g h t  o f

Wi t h  i t ' s  rugged g l a c i a t e d  m o u n t a i n s ,  i t ' s  f r u i t f u l  and 
i t ' s  wide  a r r a y  o f  w i l d f l o w e r s ,  t h e  p a r k  p r e s e n t s  a
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J an e  W u r b e r t h :  P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Okay .  S a l l y  Long .

Sa 1 1 y L o n g : I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s ay  t h a t  1 c o n c u r  w i t h  t he  g e n t l eman  t h a t  j u s t
f i n i s h e d  s p e a k i n g .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  E l i z a b e t h  C a r r o l l .

p r i n c i p a l l y  w e l l - t o - d o  J a p an e s e  and Eu r opean  t o u r i s t s .  The p r o p o s a l  a s k s  t h a t  
we A l a s k a n s  compromi se  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  i n t e g r i t y  o f  o u r  p a r k  t o  s e t  a new 
d e v e l o p m e n t - m i n d e d . . . and t one  t o  p a r k  management .  In r e t u r n ,  A l a s k a n s  * r e  
p r om i s e d  j o b s .  Do i ng  wha t ,  b e s i d e s  t e mp o r a r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  wo r k i ng  
p e r h a p s  a t  minimum wages as  w a i t e r s ,  b e dmake r s ,  s l o p e  t e n d e r s  f o r  impo r t ed  
management  s t a f f .  Now, A l a s k an s  have a r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  a p r oud  p e o p l e ,  o f  
d i s p l a y i n g  a v e r y  f i e r c e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and have  t a k en  g r e a t '  p r i d e  in o u r  
s t a t e .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  e n j o ymen t  and p l e a s u r e  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  and we have done a r e m a r k a b l e  j o b  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  the  
w i l d e r n e s s  c h a r a c t e r  and w i l d e r n e s s  i n t e g r i t y  o f  o u r  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  Le t  
us c o n t i n u e  t o  do s o  by d eny i ng  t h i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  d e v e l o pmen t  scheme.  As f a r  
a s  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t  g o e s ,  we w i s h  we c o u l d  m a i n t a i n  i t s  w i l d e r n e s  
c h a r a c t e r .  And a s  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we f i n d  t h o s e  t o  be a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  w i t h i n  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  Thank you .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  L a r r y .  John Q u i n l e y .

Al  M e i n e r s :  J a ne  W u r b e r t h .

J ohn  Q u i n l e y : P a s s .

E 1 i z a b e t h  C a r r o l  1 : I 'm E l i z a b e t h  C a r r o l l  and I 'm s p e a k i n g  f o r  no one but
m y s e l f  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  w h i l e  I l i v e  in t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  i s  unde r
d i s c u s s i o n  t o n i g h t  and I f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r
t he  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  and m o s t l y  t h e r e  a r e  b a c k p a c k e r s  and t r a i l s ,  but  t he  i dea
o f . . . .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  comp r omi s i ng  o u r  i d e a l s  when we pu t  t h e  s k i  l i f t s  and a l l  
t h a t  s t u f f . . . i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t r u e  
o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  t o o ,  i n t he  p a r k .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  R.  J o hn s on .

R. J o h n s o n : P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Sha r o n  Wa r b a t h -Wh i t e .

Sha r o n  W a r b a t h - W h i t e : P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : S u r e .  K i r k  C u r r y .

K i r k  C u r r y : P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Don F o l l o w s .

Don F o l l o w s : My name i s  Don F o l l o w s .  I 'm a l and  us e  c o n s u l t a n t  h e r e  in
An ch o r a g e .  I 'm f o r m e r l y  a p a r k  p l a n n e r  and i n t e r p r e t i v e . . . a t  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r



s i t e .  I have  t o  t a k e  d e f e r e n c e .  I s p en t  20  y e a r s  in t he  N a t i o n a l  Pa r k
S e r v i c e  h e l p i n g  t o  c r e a t e  some 22 new n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  in t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,
s t u d y i n g  some 70 m i l l i o n  a c r e s .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  no t  o f  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f ­
i c a n c e  and i t  i s  n o t ,  c o u l d  n e v e r  be ,  a n a t i o n a l  p a r k .  Howeve r ,  i t  i s  a v e r y
o u t s t a n d i n g  a r e a  and one  wh ich has v a l u e s  wh i ch  need t o  be s h a r e d  by p u b l i c s ,
v a l u e s  which a r e  imp o r t a n t  t o  A l a s k a n s  as  w e l l  as t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v i s i t o r s .
I t h i n k  t h e  p r op o s e d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s k i  f a c i l i t y  i s  one  which does  not  
d e t r i m e n t a l l y  impa i r  t h e  e n t i r e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and i t ' s  on e  wh i ch c e r t a i n ­
l y  can h e l p  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  economy.  I t  can h e l p  p r o v i d e  f o r  a p l a n n i n g  v e n t u r e  
t h a t  can be done  in a c o m p a t i b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  manne r .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Don.  W i l l  E l d e r .

W i l l  E l d e r : P a s s .

Al H e i n e r s : P a s s .  C l i f f  Eames.

C l i f f  Eames : My name i s  C l i f f  Eames.  I am w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  the
E n v i r o nmen t .  We wou l d  l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  r e g a r d i n g  t he  s k i  r e s o r t  
d e v e l o pmen t ,  j u s t  a s i n g l e  q u e s t i o n  and t h a t  i s  t h e  v e r y  f undamen t a l  one o f  
whe t h e r  d o w n h i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  d e v e l opmen t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  
We w i l l  s ubmi t  f a r  mor e  d e t a i l e d  comments on v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  p o s s i b l e  sk i  
r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  s h o r t l y .  We t h i n k  i t ' s  f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k
s y s t em ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ,  i s  a t  a c r o s s r o a d s  and t he  q u e s t i o n  
t h a t  we seem t o  be a s k i n g  o u r s e l v e s  i s  wh e t h e r  we w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  use  o u r  
p a r k s  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  l ow impact  and r e l a t i v e l y  u n o b t r u s i v e  uses  
l i k e  a u t o  camping a t  c e v e l o p e d  campgrounds  on t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  
v i s i t s  t o  and n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a t  a v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  o r  c e n t e r s ,  
p i c n i c k i n g  and a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  w a l k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  s k i i n g  and p a c k i n g .  Or 
w i l l  a m a j o r  f o c u s  o f  p a r k  management be t he  p e r m i t t i n g  o r  c o n c e s s i o n i n g  o f  
m a j o r  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and d e v e l o pmen t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
impac t s  on w i l d e r n e s s ,  w i l d l i f e ,  s c e n i c  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  t h a t  w i l l  
i n e v i t a b l y  r e s u l t .  W i l l  any p l a c e  be l e f t  f o r  a r e t r e a t  o r  a human r e f u g e  
f r om the  n o i s e  o f  t h e  c i t y  and f r om the comme r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  in t he  c i t y  t h a t  
most  o f  us have t o  engage  in in o r d e r  t o  make a l i v i n g  o r  t o  s a t i s f y  o u r  needs 
o r  o u r  wa n t s .  P a r k  s t a t u s  i s  t he  mos t  p r o t e c t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n  t h a t  we can g i v e
to o u r  s t a t e  l a n d s .  P a r k s  a r e  v e r y  s p e c i a l .  A l l  o f  o u r  s t a t e  l and s  d e s e r v e
the  g r e a t e s t  amount  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  we can r e a s o n a b l y  g i v e  them,  r e c o g n i z ­
i ng ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  c omp l e t e  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  n o t  the  h i g h e s t  and b e s t  use o f  
a l l  o f  o u r  p u b l i c  l e n d s .  But  t he  g o a l  f o r  o u r  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  l i k e  Chugach,
D e n a l i ,  Kachemak and W o o d - T i k c h i k ,  s h o u l d  be t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  
v a l u e s  t h a t  make A l a s k a  s p e c i a l ,  w h i l e  accommodate t r a d i t i o n a l  l ow impac t ,  
u n o b t r u s i v e  u s e s ,  u s e s  r a n g i n g ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  f r om moun t a i n  c l i m b i n g  by t h o s e  
who s e e k  e x t r eme  p h y s i c a l  and me. i t a l  c h a l l e n g e s ,  t o  a w a l k  o f  j u s t  20 o r  30 
f e e t  f r om  o n e ' s  c a r  t o  a p i c n i c  t a b l e  o r  t h e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r .  Fo r  t h o s e  who
a r e n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n ,  o r  j u s t  a r e n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  the
more s t r e n u o u s  ways o f  e n j o y i n g  t h e  p a r k .  We f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,
t h a t  d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  an e n t i r e l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  n
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  do e x i s t .  F o r  e x amp l e ,  on f e d e r a l  l and s  in 
the N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  whe r e  a s i t e  a n a l y s i s  i s  on h o l d ,  h owev e r ,  because  the 
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i s  u n c e r t a i n  a b ou t  t he  magn i t ude  o f  t h e  demand f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  and on s t a t e  l a n d s  t h a t  
have no t  been s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  by the  L e g i s l a t u r e .  In t h e  H a t c h e r  Pass  
a r e a  where an e x t e n s i v e  and v e r y  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  l e d  t o  a d e c i s i o n  to
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make l and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a d o w n h i l l  s k i  r e s o r t ,  t h a t  t h e  c omme r c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  
t h e r e ,  where  an a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  has a l r e a d y  been e s t a b l i s h e d  and has met a t  
l e a s t  tw i c e ,  and whe r e  a number  o f  p r e l i m i n a r y  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  have  
a l r e a d y  been r e c e i v e d .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  t ouch  o n  t h e  economi c  q u e s t i o n  
because  t h a t  seems t o  be t he  f o c u s  o f  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e s '  c o n c e r n s .  I ' v e  h e a r d  
a l o t  o f  a r gumen t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  as  t o  whether  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  o r  w i 11 no t  
p r o v i d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  ec onomic  d e v e l o p m en t s .  We t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  
t he  d i v i s i o n  a t t e m p t  t o  s e r i o u s l y  answer  t hese  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  an a d eq u a t e  
s t udy  which s h o u l d  be f unded  no t  by t he  s t a t e ,  w h i c h  has  v e r y  f ew f u nd s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t u d i e s  o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  bu t  by any p r o p o s e d  d e v e l o p e r s .  F i n a l l y ,  
we a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  by t he  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h a t  we s e e  u n f o l d i n g  
bu t  we ' r e  s t i l l  s k e p t i c a l ,  I 'm a f r a i d ,  and we w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r e s s  f o r  a 
c o mp l e t e l y  o p en  and p u b l i c  d e c i s i o n  making p r o ce s s  i n  wh i ch  t he  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  
i s  based p r i m a r i l y  on r e s o u r c e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  e c onom i c  and p o l i t i ­
c a l  ones .  The  s t a t e  has a s e r i o u s  c r e d i b i l i t y  p r o b l e m  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  p r o ­
p o s a l .  P e o p l e  who have an i n t e r e s t  in the p r o p o s a l  f o r  a w i de  v a r i e t y  o f  
r e a s o n s ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  j u s t  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  a r e  s t i l l  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c
d e c i s i o n  on t h i s  p r o j e c t  m i gh t  a l r e a d y  have been made and t h a t  money m i g h t  be
t a l k i n g  much,  much l o u d e r  t han any o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  can e v e r  hope t o  t a l k .
Rega rd i ng  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we f e e l  i t ' s  a s e r i o u s  i m p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p u b l i c
t o  a s k  us t o  come o u t  a g a i n ,  j u s t  s e v e r a l  weeks a f t e r  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  was 
h e l d  on t he  same i s s u e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  you he a r ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  
s ay  i n i t i a l l y  we d o n ' t  i n t e nd  t o  d e b a t e  whethe r  t h e r e  i s  o r  w i l l  be a s u b s t a n ­
t i a l  demand f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  i n s i d e  the p a r k .  T h e r e  c o u l d  be a t r emen ­
dous demand and t h a t ' s  what  makes t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a l l o w i n g  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  
so f r i g h t e n i n g .  But  no t  e v e r y  demand s hou l d  be met  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  magn i ­
t ude  o f  a d v e r s e  impac t s  on t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r k  u s e s .  T h e r e  c o u l d  be a s u b s t a n ­
t i a l  demand f o r  a t r amway up t h e  K a h i l t n a  G l a c i e r  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  
we would meet  i t .  We ' ve  r e s u b m i t t e d  a coup l e  o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  we p r e p a r e d  
e a r l i e r  on p r o p o s e d  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in the p a r k  and  w e ' l l  j u s t  h i g h l i g h t  
*ome o f  o u r  c o n c e r n s .  They a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l oud a nd  can be h e a r d  f o r  l on g  
d i s t a n c e s .  They  can d i s t u r b  w i l d l i f e  and t h ey  c l e a r l y  a r e  t r em en d o u s l y  
d i s t u r b i n g  t o  o t h e r  p a r k  u s e r s  and l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  As has a l r e a d y  been 
p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e y  a r e  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l em  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and we s h o u l d  be 
a d d r e s s i n g  o v e r f l i g h t s  in t h e  p a r k ,  n o t  p e rm i t t i n g  l a n d i n g s .  They a r e  v e r y ,  
v e r y  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  in p a r k s  in t h e  Lower A8. I n some a r e a s  o f  t h e  Grand 
Canyon,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a i r c r a f t  n o i s e  i s  e v i d e n t  up t o  95% o f  t h e  t im e .  A l l o w ­
ing l and i ng s  a n ywh e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k  would se t  a d a n g e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t .  A new 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  wou l d  be c r e a t e d  wh i c h  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  
n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t o  r e s i s t  when a d d i t i o n a l  access  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  r e q u e s t e d .  And 
a g a i n ,  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  do e x i s t .  Those p e o p l e  d e s i r i n g  a v i ew  can g e t  
one  t h a t  i s  a t  l e a s t  a s  good by d r i v i n g  a p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e  o r  c omme r c i a l  van o r  
bus up the A r c t i c  V a l l e y  r o a d .  Those  d e s i r i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  r i d e  can t a k e  one  
w i t h o u t  l a n d i n g  o r  can l a nd  o u t s i d e  o f  t he  p a r k .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  
g r e e n b e l t ,  w e ' v e  d e v o t e d  a f a i r  amount  o f  t ime t o  t h e s e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  and we 'd  
l i k e  t o  r e v i ew  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  e x i s t i n g  p l an and t h e n  s ubm i t  some w r i t t e n  
comments on t h a t  p r o p o s a l .  We a r e  v e r y ,  v e r y  happy t o  s e e  i t  added t o  t h e  
p a r k .  Thank y ou  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .

Al M e i n e r s : Than k  y o u .  R i c k  Ma ron .

R i c k  Maron : My name i s  R i c h a r d  Ma ron .  I am r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f
F r i e n d s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  We f e e l  an a d d i t i o n a l  d o w n h i l l  s k i  a r e a  
deve l opmen t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  in a p a r k .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t he  m a s s i v e  s c a l e
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be i ng  p r oposed by R o g n e r  T o u r l s t l k  in t h e  E ag l e  R i v e r  and S o u t h  F o r k  v a l l e y s .  
F i r s t *  we o b j e c t  t o  t h e  p a r k  l a n d s  b e i n g  used f o r  ma j o r  c o m m e r c i a l  d e ve l o pmen t  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h a t  d e v e l o pmen t  i s  f o r  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  o r  n o t .  
Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s k i  r e s o r t  c o n c e p t  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  ou t  w i t h  A l a s k a n s  s e e k i ng  
a d d i t i o n a l  sk i  r e c r e a t i o n  in j u r  p a r k ,  bu t  i ns t ead  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a d e v e l o p e r  
who needed moun t a i n s  on wh ich t o  b u i l d  t h e  s k i  a r ea  t o  a t t r a c t  t o u r i s t s  t o  h i s  
r e s o r t  in the v a l l e y .  The use  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  downh i l l  s k i  a r e a  in Chugach 
S t a t e  P a r k  a t  A r c t i c  V a l l e y  can be used as  a gauge o f  t h e  l o c a l  demand f o r  
d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g  in t h e  p a r k .  The u s e  o f  t h a t  a r ea  i s n o t  o v e rwh e lm i n g .  The 
i s s u e  he r e  i s no t  o n e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  d ownh i l l  s k i  o p p o r t u n i t y  in
Chugach ,  the i s s u e  i s  o p en i ng  a p a r k  t o  l a r g e  s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o pmen t .  
S e cond ,  we a r e  a l a r m e d  t o  s e e  s o  much l o c a l  s uppo r t  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a p p a r e n t ­
l y  coming f rom t h o s e  h o p i n g  t o  s e e  b o t h  s h o r t -  and l o n g - t e r m  economi c  b e n e f i t .  
We r e a l i z e  the s t a t e  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  s e r i o u s  economic p r o b l e m s .  We f e e l
sympathy  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  in t u r n  s u f f e r i n g  f i n a n c i a l  woes .  But  
we d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  l a n d s  wh i ch  we r e  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  a s t a t e  p a r k  s h o u l d  succumb 
t o  deve l opment  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  immed i a t e  economic s i t u a t i o n .  What i f  t h e  
economy d o e s n ' t  i m p r o v e  o r  wo r s e n s  in t h e  upcoming y e a r s .  W i l l  t h i s  p a r k  be 
t h e  t a r g e t  o f  o t h e r  m a s s i v e  d e v e l o pmen t  i d e a s ?  We f e e l  t h i s  p r o j e c t  d e s e r v e s  
t h o r o ug h  economic s t u d y  t o  t r y  t o  f o r e c a s t  t he  t r ue  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  impac t  on 
t he  economy,  t h o r o ug h  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  impac t  on w i l d l i f e  and  o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
v a l u e s  o f  the p a r k ,  an o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  whe t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  i s  even
f e a s i b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  a  d o w n h i l l  s k i  a r e a  o f  t h i s  s i z e  i n  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  
Whe the r  i t  w i l l  o f f e r  s k i i n g  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  ne ce s s a r y  t o  d r aw t o u r i s t s  f r om  
Eu r ope  and As i a .  I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w e r e  t o  be b u i l t  i t
wou l d  mean s h o r t - t e r m  ec onomi c  b e n e f i t  s temming f rom t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  phase  
o n l y  t o  l eave  the  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  in a f ew yea r s  w i t h  an i n o p e r a t i v e  s k i  
a r e a  on i t s  hands a n d  on A l a s k a n s '  m o u n t a i n s .  Rega rd i ng  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  
in t h e  p a r k ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  l oud  and not  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e s
p r e s e n t l y  en j oyed  i n  t h e  summer in t h e  p a r k .  They can o n l y  be an i n t r u s i o n  on
t h e  en j oyment  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  o f  t h e s e  mount a i n s .  We a d v o c a t e  a c l e a r  
p o l i c y  in the mas t e  p l a n  p r o h i b i t i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  t o u r i s m - o r i e n t e d  l a n d i n g s  
in t h e  p a r k .  A n c h o r a g e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  n e a r  a t  hand such 
a b e a u t i f u l  s t a t e  p a r k  wh i ch  i s  l a r g e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  by m an k i n d  and o f f e r i n g  an 
a r e a  t o  escape f r om t h e  r em i n d e r s  o f  o u r  l oud  mechani zed s o c i e t y .  H e l i c o p t e r s  
r i d e s  a r e ,  I 'm s u r e ,  i n v i g o r a t i n g  t o  t h e  t o u r i s t s  who t r a v e l  t o  A l a s k a  in t he  
summer .  We a l l  hope t o  s ee  them e n j o y i n g  t h e i r  v a c a t i o n s  h e r e  bu t  d o i ng  so  in
such a way as no t  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  e n j o ymen t  o f  park u s e r s  on t h e  g r ound  and
p a r k  wi l d l  i f e .  Thank  y o u .

Al M e i n e r s ; Thank y o u .  W i l l i a m  Cox .

Wi 11 jam Cox : My name i s  B i l l  Cox and I l i v e  and work in A n c h o r a g e .  I ' v e  been
an Ancho rage  r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I 'm he r e  t o n i g h t  j u s t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
m y s e l f ,  e x p r e s s i ng  my own v i ew s .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment on i s  
t he  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  and I j u s t  want  t o  s ay  t h a t  I 'm o p p o s e d  t o  any commer­
c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and I t h i n k  t h a t  s h o u l d  be 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  m a s t e r  p l a n .  I 'm e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  ab ou t  t he  
n o i s e  and the e f f e c t s  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  have  on o t he r  u s e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k  and 
w i l d l i f e .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  been men t i o n e d  t h e  p r ob l ems  t h a t  a r e  happen i ng  in some 
o f  t h e  pa r k s  in the L owe r  48 and t h e r e  has been a r t i c l e s  i n  t he  pape r  wh a t ' s  
g o i ng  on down in t h e  J u ne a u  a r e a  w i t h  d o z en s  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  f l y i n g  up t o  t he  
g l a c i e r .  I t h i nk  t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  t h a t  b e n e f i t  f r om the h e l i c o p t e r  f l i g h t s  a r e  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c omp a n i e s  t h em s e l v e s  and t h e  pe op l e  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  pay f o r



t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f l y i n g  up t h e r e .  I t h i n k  one  argument  t h a t  has been used 
i s  t h a t  I t  enab l e s  p e o p l e  who a r e  d i s a b l e d  o r  maybe the e l d e r l y  t o  g e t  t o  some 
o f  t h e  a r e a s  where t h e y  m i gh t  have  a b e t t e r  v i ew  o f  t h i n g s  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  
some p r e t t y  good a c c e s s  p o i n t s  in t h e  p a r k  s y s t em where p e o p l e  can d r i v e  l:o 
and g e t  a p r e t t y  n i c e  v i ew  o f  t h e  p a r k  w i t h o u t  hav i ng t o  a l l o w  h e l i c o p t e r  
f l i g h t s .  I j u s t  wa n t ed  t o  s a y  on t h i s  s k i  deve l opmen t  I 'm  oppo s ed  t o  any 
c omme r c i a l  sk i  d e v e l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k  and 1 j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a good 
u s e  o f  p a r k  l and .  I t h i n k  t he  a r gumen t s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  h a v e  been p r e t t y  w e l l  
summar i z ed  by some o f  t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s .  Th e r e  i s  a l s o  some c o n f u s i o n  now we 
h a v e ,  I t h i n k ,  two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  d o w n h i l l  a r e a s  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  and t h e y ' r e  
s t i l l  n o t  su r e  i f  t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be one up in Ha t che r  P a s s  o r  n o t .  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  k i n d  o f  in a s t a t e  o f  f l u x  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  s h ou l d  be  a l l o w e d  a t  t h i s  
t im e .  Thank you.

Al  H e i n e r s . Thank y o u .  Pau l  D e pa u l o n u s .

Pau l  D e p a u l o n u s : I ' l l  p a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Okay.  B e c k y  Hansen .

Becky Hans en : I wou l d l i k e  my husband t o  s p e ak  in my p l a c e .

Al  M e i n e r s : Su r e .  Y o u r  name?

Rod Ha ns e n : My name i s  Rod Hansen .  I l i v e  r i g h t  in the h e a r t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t
d e v e l o pme n t .  I t h i n k  a l o t  o f  you f o l k s  d o n ' t  know t h a t  mos t  o f  t h a t  l and  has 
a l r e a d y  been zoned h o u s i n g .  Tha t  whe r e  t h e  r e s o r t  i s g o i ng  t o  go i s  a l r e a d y ,  
w e l l  now i t ' s  zoned f o r  a r e s o r t ,  bu t  o t h e r w i s e  I t h i n k  t h r e e  y e a r s  i t  goes
back  f o r  hous i ng  so t h e y  can s t i c k  9 0 - s ome  house s  down in t h e  a r e a .  Tl ie l and
r i g h t  ab ove  i s  by t h e  w a t e r f a l l s ,  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  you go o v e r ,  t h a C ' s  a l l
z oned  f o r  hous i ng .  A h u n d r e d  a c r e s  j u s t  g o t  a pp r o v e d  f o r  a new R o l l i n g  H i l l s
E s t a t e .  T h a t ' s  in t he  b a c k  v a l l e y .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  where R o g n e r  wan t s  t:o pu t  a 
n i c e . . . .  I ' d  r a t h e r  s e e  a n i c e  s k i  s l o p e  t han  a n o t h e r  h u n d r e d  house s  back  
t h e r e .  R i g h t  now t h e r e ' s  o v e r  6 0 0  l o t s  up t h e r e  f o r  s a l e .  S o ,  what  we g o t  i s  
a l o t  o f  z o n i ng  t ha t  t h e y ' r e  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f .  What t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  do i s  keep 
house s  o u t .  I ' d  r a t h e r  s e e  a r e s o r t  t han  600  h o u s e s .  I t  makes  s e n s e  t o  me.  
Then we g o t ,  i f  you go  a l o n g . . . t h e  r i v e r  wh i ch  I l i v e  t h e r e  y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t ,  
p e o p l e ,  i t  i s n ' t  so s e r e n e  an ymo r e .  P e o p l e  go in t l e r e  w i t h  c h a i n s aws  and
chop a l l  t he  t r e e s  o f f  f o r  C h r i s tm a s  t r e e s  d u r i n g  C h r i s t m a s .  So a l o n g  t he
s t r e am  has a l l  been c h o pp ed  an.i what  w e ' r e  d o i ng  i s  l o o s i n g  a l l  o u r  k i ng  
s a lm o n .  L a s t  y e a r ,  33 p e o p l e  we r e  t i c k e t e d  f o r  poach ing k i n g  sa lmon t h e r e .  
The r e a s o n  why,  I c a l l e d  t h e  c o p s .  I ' v e  c a l l e d  you f o l k s .  The r e a s o n  why 
t h e y  a i n ' t  go t  enough p e o p l e  t o  wa t ch  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  So wha t  do you do? I 
gu e s s  t h e r e ' s  o n l y  200  k i n g s  l e f t  t h e r e .  I ' d  r a t h e r  have a r e s o r t  t h e r e  w i t h  
t h e  b u f f e r  zone and t o  wa t ch  t h e  k i ng  sa lmon  and make s u r e  t h e y  d o n ' t  g e t
wiped o u t .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  i t ' s  a f o u r - w h e e l  d r i v e  a r e a  down t h e r e  r i g h t
now.  T h e r e ' s  j unked c a r s ,  p e o p l e  r o l l  down t h e i r  j u n k  c a r s .  T h e r e ' s  t h e
B a r b a r a  W a t e r f a l l s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t r y i n g  t o  buy .  W e l l ,  i f  you we r e  a r ound  
t h e r e  and l i v e d  t h e r e  y o u ' l l  s ee  t h a t  someone has backed up t h e i r  f o u r - w h e e l  
d r i v e  and dumped i t  o v e r  t h e  edge r i g h t  be l ow  t he  f a l l s  and John G r o s s  has
a s k ed  them t o  t ake  the  f o u r - w h e e l  d r i v e  o u t  so what  t h i s  p e r s o n  d i d  i s  went  in 
and sawed down a bunch o f  t r e e s  and made a r o ad  and went in and h a l f  d r agged  
i t  up t he  s i d e  o f  the h i l l .  W e l l  I f e e l  i f  we had a r e s o r t  down t h e r e ,  wh i ch  
Rogne r  a l r e a d y  sa i d  he w o u l d  pu t  in t he  t r a i l s ,  h e ' d  put  in a l l  t h e s e  t r a i l s ,
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t l i e r e ' s  a l s o  two w a t e r f a l l s  up t h e r e .  One does  n o t  have  a name y e t .  But  more 
and more p e o p l e  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  n o t i c e  i t .  I ' d  r a t h e r  have t he  r e s o r t  p e o p l e  
go in and pu t  In b e a u t i f u l  t r a i l s  in i n s t e a d  o f  p e o p l e  r u nn i ng  u r ound  l e a v i n g  
i t  l i k e  i t  i s  wh ich i s  l e f t . . . i f  you want  t o  come on down I ' l l  show you a r ound  
t o  t he  f o u r -w h e e l  d r i v e  t r a i l s  and t h a t ' s  a l l  i t  i s  down t h e r e  i s  f o u r -w h e e l  
d r i v e  t r a i l s .  And i f  you l o o k  a r o u n d ,  you go i n t o  t h e  z o n i n g ,  go o v e r  t o  the 
z o n i ng  maps and y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e r e ' s  a l r e a d y  hund r eds  o f  
ho us e s  back  t h e r e  and i t ' s  a l r e a d y  zoned  f o r  hunde r d s  mor e  and I ' d  r a t h e r  have 
i t  zoned  f o r  a r e s o r t  t han a hunded more homes .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Thank y o u ,  Rod.  Lynn T a t e .

Lynn T a t e : 
r e s i d e n t  o f  
But  I ' d  a l s o  
each day  t h a t  
o l d  dump,  a p r i s o n ,  and 
even c o n s i d e r  b u i l d i n g  
p a r k  l and  t o  do t h a t ,  wh ich i t  
have s k i  r u n s ,  I w i l l  be g r a t e f u l  
a t e  us e  f o r  o u r  p a r k .

My name i s  Lynn 
H i l a n d  Road and 
I i  ke t o  add f o r  
we go t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  

ha

T a t e .  I am h e r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  m y s e l f .  I am a 
I d i t t o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  Mr .  Hansen had t o  s a y .  

some o f  you a l l  t h a t  a r e  n o t  awa r e  o f  t h i s ,  t h a t  
p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s  I p a s s  a new dump, an

a h a l f w a y  h o u s e .  Now, I am e c s t a t i c  t h a t  t h e y  wou l d  
a r e s o r t  i n o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  S o ,  i f  i t  t a k e s  some 

w i l l ,  t h a t ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e a l ,  t h ey  have  t o
do t h i n k  I t ' s  an a p p r o p r i -

A1 M e i n e r s :  Thank y ou ,  Lynn .  J e r r y . . . .

J e r r y : I ' l l  p a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Okay .  Mary K n o f f .

Mary K n o f f : I ' l l  make t h i s  v e r y  s h o r t  be cau se  I 'm no t  v e r y  w e l l  i n f o rme d  on
t h i s  wh o l e  s u b j e c t .  L i s t e n i n g  t o  L i n d a ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  k e ep i ng  
t h e  p a r k  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  s e e  t h a t  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  i s  a n o i s y  
r e c r e a t i o n .  The l i f t s  a r e  f a i r !  ■ w e l l  c o n t r o l l e d ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  
be a r e a l  w i l d  r e c r e a t i o n .  I do f e e l  t h a t  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  e n t r a n c e  i s  a 
p r o b l em ,  even j u s t  f l y i n g  o v e r  c o u l d  be a p r o b l e m ,  but  t o  compare  t h a t  w i t h ,  
s ay  a s k i  r e s o r t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  and I t h i n k  t h a t  when you say  
the  word r e c r e a t i o n  you have t o  c o n s i d e r  many t y pe s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n .  H i k i n g  and 
c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  a r e  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t y p e s  and t h a t ' s  
what  a p a r k  i s  f o r .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Thank you .

Dave S t e p h e n s :  1 wou l d  a s k  t h a t  you n o t  a p p l a u d .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
h e r e  t o n i g h t .  Thank y ou .

r e a l l y  a s s  i s t  us

Al  M e i n e r s :  B e l i n d a  P l e s i f .

B e l i n d a  P l e s i f :  R a t h e r  than go up I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  
p e o p l e  who came b e f o r e  me.  1 t h i n k  1 . . .

1 a g r e e  w i t h  t he

Al  M e i n e r s :  F i n e ,  t h ank  y ou .  O t t o  Bockwing .

O t t o  Bockwing :  P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s :  P a s s .  L.  G. T a t e .
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L .  G. T a t e : I l i v e  in t he  a r e a  o f  H i l a n d  Road as w e l l  and I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o
s a y  t h a t  I am f o r  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o r  t h e  p a r k  as  a r e s o r t .  I f  you l o o k  a t  
t h e . . . o f  o u r  economy I t h i n k  t h a t  anybody  who ' s  w i l l i n g  t o . . . w e  have t o  g i v e  
them a chanc e  r i g h t  now. And a s  f a r  a s  a s k i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s  t o  f und the 
s t u d y  t o  s a t i s f y  p e o p l e  who a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  make an i n v e s tme n t  in t he  r e s o r t  
i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  These  p e o p l e  w o u l d n ' t  be w i l l i n g  t o  i n v e s t  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  
in t h i s  r e s o r t  had t h e y  n o t  a l r e a d y  done an economi c  s t u d y  and were  c o nv i nc ed  
t h a t  i t  w i l l  be a . . . .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have  t o  s a y .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  B a r b a r a  H e i s l e r .  P a s s ?  Okay .  Ga ry  T a t e .

Ga r y  T a t e : [ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]

Ray G a r d n e r : My name' s  Ray Ga r dne r  and I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and I 'm
s p e a k i n g  on my own b e h a l f .  The f i r s t  th ink ,  t h a t  I l i k e  t o  s ay  i s  t h a t  t he  
comments wh i ch  have been made e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  t h a t  
we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  d e f i n i t e l y  a p p l i e s .  I ' v e  l i v e d  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  a number 
o f  y e a r s  now and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have  t e s t i f i e d  h e r e  t o d a y  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t ' s  in q u e s t i o n  i s  a w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  h a v e ,  in my mi nd ,  d emon s t r a t e d  a 
p r o f o u n d  i g n o r a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  l and  and i t s  u se s  and i t s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r
v a r i o u s  u s e s .  The second t h i n g  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s ay  i s  t h a t  in r e v i ew i n g  t h i s
p r o c e s s  and d e t e r m i n i n g  wh i ch  way t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  and t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
ough t  t o  go w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  p r o p e r t y ,  i t  ough t  t o  be r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  has  been a t r emendou s  s a c r i f i c e  made on t he  p a r t  o f  t h e  E k l u t n a  Co r p o ­
r a t i o n  wh i ch  i s ,  in f a c t ,  in t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and wh i ch  i s ,  in f a c t ,  in t he  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  E k l u t n a  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  do two t h i n g s ,  one i s  t hey  
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e x change  t h e  l and  t h a t  goes  down in t he  bed o f  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  wh i ch  I t h i n k  i s  t h e  c o r e  and wh ich doe s  have  p o s s i b l y  some 
w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  i f  y o u ' v e  e v e r y  f l o a t e d  t h a t  r i v e r ,  I assume t h a t  some o f
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s p e a k e r s  h a ve ,  t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  t r a d e  t h a t  l and  in
ex change  f o r  some a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  downtown,  some commer c i a l  a r e a s  which t hey
wou l d  be a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p .  At  t he  same t im e ,  t h e y ' r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  and
r i s k  p r i v a t e  i n v e s tm e n t  c a p i t a l  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  wh ich i s  c u r r e n t l y  
u n d e r g o i n g  one o f  t h e  o i g g e s t  r e c e s s i o n s  i t ' s  had in a number o f  y e a r s  in an 
e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  some k i nd  o f  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t y  and o u t s i d e  d o l l a r s  i n t o  the  
s t a t e  on a d e v e l o pmen t  p r o j e c t  wh ich p r o b a b l y  has t h e  l e a s t  impact  on the 
e n v i r o n men t  o f  any  o t h e r  d e v e l o pmen t  p r o j e c t  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  and t h a t  
i s  a r e s o r t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  The r e  a r e  no smoke s t a c k s ,  t h e r e  a r e  no t o x i c  
w a s t e s ,  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  a h i gh  d e g r e e  o f  i n t e n s i t y  o f  p r e s s u r e  in t e rms o f  
p o p u l a t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  house s  t h a t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  t h e r e  in a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  
open t o  d e v e l o pmen t  in t e rms  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r e s s u r e s  c o u l d ,  in f a c t ,  have a 
g r e a t e r  impac t  t han  t he  r e s o r t  v / ou l d .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  v e r y  impo r t an t  
t h a t  when w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  l e a v i n g  now becau se  t h e y  d o n ' t  have 
j o b s  and w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a s t a t e  go v e r nmen t  t h a t  i s  in a s t a t e  o f  p a r a l y s i s  
b e c au s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  have t h e  money t o  keep t h i s  s t a t e  r u n n i n g ,  when we have 
p e o p l e  r i g h t  now t h a t  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  v e r y  b l e a k . . . a n d  t a k e  
a r i s k ,  a v e r y  b i g  r i s k ,  in t he  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o ugh t  t o  be en cou r aged  and 
o ugh t  t o  be e n c ou r a ged  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  and s t r o n g l y .  And t he  v o i c e s  t h a t  I 
have  he a r d  t o d a y  t h a t  a r e  s p e a k i n g  a g a i n s t ,  a g a i n s t  t h a t  k i nd  o f  deve l opmen t
a r e  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  s p eak  a g a i n s t  any  k i nd  o f  de ve l o pmen t  unde r  any k i nd o f
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and have done  t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  in t he  p a s t  in t he  s t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a .  And i f  t h o s e  v o i c e s  a r e  heeded by o u r  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  you w i l l  f i n d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a day t h a t  none o f  us w i l l  be h e r e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be no t  
enough money f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t he  p a r k ,
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t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  be s u f f i c i e n t  r e v en ue s  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  i s  p r e s e r v e d  
in t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  need t o  be p r e s e r v e d ,  n o t  in t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  w e ' r e  s p e a k i n g  
o f  in t he  t e rms  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t .  The l a s t  comment I wou l d  l i k e  t o  make i s  
a l t h o u g h  y o u r  e f f o r t s  h e r e  on t h i s  bo a r d  have been v e r y  a d m i r a b l e ,  I wou l d  
hope t h a t  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  be made a p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  
because  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  been t o t a l l y  a c c u r a t e  in t e rms  o f  t h e  number and 
t h e  t y pe  o f  comments t h a t  we ' v e  r e c e i v e d .

Dave S t e p h e n s : S i r ,  j u s t  t o  r e s pond  t o  t h a t  l a s t  comment ,  we a r e  r e c o r d i n g
p e o p l e ' s  t e s t im o n y  t o n i g h t  and t h e  two o f  us a r e  t a k i n g  more d e t a i l e d  n o t e s .  
P e t e  P a n a r e s e ,  who i s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ,  i s  r e c o r d i n g  t h e s e  
j u s t  as  a v i s u a l  means o f  s p u r r i n g  p e o p l e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n s  a n d . . .

Ray G a r d n e r ; Ve r y  g o od ,  v e r y  go od .  I a p p l a u d  y o u r  e f f o r t  and I 'm s u r e  y o u ' r e  
d o i ng  t h e  b e s t  you c an ,  bu t  I j u s t  n o t i c e d  some o f  t h e  vo l ume  o f  e n t r i e s  t h a t  
we re  made on b e h a l f  o f  some s p e a k e r s  and t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  w e r e n ' t  matched by 
o t h e r s  and I know t h a t  was u n i n t e n t i o n a l .  S o ,  t h ank  y o u .

Al  M e i n e r s : S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n .

S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n : I 'm S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n .  I 'm f r om An c ho r ag e .  I r e p r e s e n t  t he
A l a s k a  Ch ap t e r  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b .  I j u s t  have a c o u p l e  o f  comments t o  make
on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  and a l s o  on t h e  p r op o s e d  s k i  d e v e l o pmen t .  F i r s t  o f
a l l ,  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we r e i t e r a t e  o u r  f o r m e r  s t a n d  which i s  w e ' r e  

a g a i n  oppos ed  t o  any c ommer c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  
o r  ,n t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  s y s t em as a who l e  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  and we a s k  t h e  S t a t e  
P a r k s - D e p a r t m e n t  t o  pu t  t h a t  i n t o  t he  new ma s t e r  p l a n .  And s e c o n d l y ,  comment­
ing on t he  p r o p o s ed  d o w nh i l l  s k i  d e v e l o pmen t .  At  p r e s e n t ,  we a r e  oppos ed  t o  
any new d o wn h i l l  s k i  a r e a s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  one p r opo s ed  
f o r  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and we wou l d  a s k  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s  Depa r tmen t  
t o  c o n s i d e r  p u t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  i t s  s t a t e  p a r k s  a p r o p o s a l  t o  
p r o h i b i t  f u r t h e r  d o wn h i l l  s k i  a r e a s  in t h i s  s t a t e  p a r k ,  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .
We f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Ancho r age  a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  have  a c c e s s  t o  the
f r o n t  r a nge  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and w h i l e  i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s ,  but  
i t ' s  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  i t  f o r  a c i t y  o f  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  and we d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  d ownh i l l  
s k i  de ve l o pmen t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  S t e v e .  T h i s  o n e ' s  g o t  me r e a l  s t umped .  The l a s t  name
i s K A E P P E L E .  You want  t o  pa s s  o r . . .  Okay .  K i r k  W i ck e r s h am .

Ki r k  W i c k e r s h am : My name i s  K i r k  W i ck e r s h am .  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  Ancho r age  and
I 'm a p r i n c i p a l  in I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t  Company wh i ch i s  a s k i  a r e a  d e v e l ­
opment  company t h a t  has s u bm i t t e d  a f o rm a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t  in the  Eag l e  
R i v e r  s i t e  and wh i ch  has a l s o  s u bm i t t e d  a l e a^ e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  a sk i  
r e s o r t  a t  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  s i t e ,  wh i ch  has been r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t he  Ha t ch e r  
Pa s s  s i t e .  I ' v e  been p r e t t y  c l o s e l y  i n v o l v e d  in p l a n n i n g  f o r  d o wnh i l l  s k i  
r e s o r t s  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  f o r  t he  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
o f  i t  was a 1981 s t u d y  t h a t  was c o nduc t ed  by t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  wh ich i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  by t he  l a t e  1 980 s  t h e r e  wou l d  be demand,  t h e r e  wou l d  p r o b a b l y  be demand 
f o r ,  o n e ,  bu t  o n l y  o n e ,  new d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  in s o u t h c e n t r a l .  T h a t ' s  
t a k i n g  l o c a l  demand who a r e  s e r v i n g  t he  p e o p l e  we have h e r e .  And t h r o u gh  a l l  
o f  t h e  ups and downs o f  t h e  economy ,  subs equen t  s t u d i e s  have  p r e t t y  much bo r ne  
t h a t  o u t ,  t h a t  the  demand f o r  a n o t h e r  s k i  r e s o r t  ab ou t  t h e  s i z e  o f  A l y e s k a ,  i s  
s h o r t l y  upon u s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  in 1 9 8 2 ,  and my comments h e r e  a r e  g o i ng  t o  be



f d i r e c t e d  t owa rd  t o  the  i s s u e  o f  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  t h a t  w e ' r e  g o i ng  t h r o u g h .
I n  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  Chugach N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  d i d  a r e s o u r c e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  s ome th i ng  
l i k e  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  s i t e s  in t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  Chugach N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  f o r  
p o s s i b l e  d e s i g n a t i o n  as  p o s s i b l e  s k i  a r e a  s i t e s  and t h e y  came up w i t h  t h r e e  
p o s s i b l e  a r e a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one  c l o s e  t o  G i r dwood .  One a t  T i n  Can Moun t a i n ,  one 
f u r t h e r  down t h e  r o ad  t owa r ds  Seward .  In 1984 and ' 8 5  and ' 8 6 ,  t h e  S t a t e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  Land and Wa t e r  Management ,  wh i ch i s  a n o t h e r  d i v i s i o n  o f  DNR o f  
wh i ch  P a r k s  i s  a p a r t  o f ,  c o ndu c t e d  a v e r y  c omp r e h en s i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  n 5ne 
s i t e s  in t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  a r e a  and t u r n e d  up one  t h a t  was a p o t e n t i a l  s k i  a r e a  
. s i t e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  p r o p e r  and a p p r o p r i a t e  
b e c au s e  w e ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t ew a r d s  o f  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  h e r e  and t he  
a p p r o v a l  o f  a s i t e  w i t h o u t  any  k i nd  o f  p r i o r  a n a l y s i s ,  a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  
a n a l y s i s ,  o f  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  s i t e  c o u l d  n o t  o n l y  end up in w a s t i n g  t h a t  
s i t e ,  p r e c l u d i n g  i t s  use  f o r  o t h e r  a r e a s . . .

[ l e n g t h y  p e r i o d  o f  b l a n k  t a p e ]

Doug Dowden : . . . h a v e  a c o r r i d o r  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  h e r e  t h a t  we may n o t  have  f o r
a w h i l e .  i d o n ' t  want  us t o  r u sh  i n t o  a n y t h i n g  but  I do t h i n k  t h a t  we s h o u l d  

| do d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  make a p l a n  f a i r l y  q u i c k l y .  As f a r  as  i t  b e i ng  a q u e s t i o n  o f
; whe r e  do we s t o p ,  anyone  who has h i k e d  i n t o  t h a t  p a r k  o r  who has  f l o wn  o v e r  i t

knows t h e  t r e m e n d o u s . . . .  W e ' r e  t a l k i n g  h e r e  a b ou t  a r e a l l y  m a j o r  de ve l o pmen t  
t h a t  we may n o t  s e e  a g a i n  in o u r  l i f e t i m e ,  t h i s  t y pe  o f  money p r o p o s e d .  H a l f  
a p e r c e n t  o r  w h a t e v e r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  enough money in A u s t r i a  o r  even 
A l a s k a  t o  pu t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e ve l o pmen t  in t h a t  p a r k  but  i f  we we r e  g o i ng  t o
d e v e l o p  t he  e n t i r e  c o t t o n  p i c k i n '  p a r k  and e l i m i n a t e  p l a c e s  f o r  b a c k p a c k e r s  t o
go o r  p e o p l e  who we r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e s  and moose and b e a r  
and s h e e p ,  t hen  i f  I saw t h a t  coming I wou l d  be c o n c e r n ed  and want  t o  p r e s e r v e  
a p l a c e  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  f o l k s  in Ancho r age  who want  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  ba ckp a c k i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e  bu t  r i g h t  now I t h i n k  t h a t  w e ' r e  a l ong  way away f r om  what  we need 
t o  make t h o s e  k i n d s  o f  d e c i s i o n s .  I s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r k  d e ve l o pmen t  and I t h i n k  
t h a t  we can a l l  e n j o y  i t .

|  Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Doug .  J i l l  J o h n s o n .

J i l l  J o h n s o n ; I do a c t u a l l y  have  a c o u p l e  o f  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
a d d r e s s .  My name i s  J i l l  J o hn s on  and I 'm an Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t  and I have 
been f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I e n j o y  v e r y  much u s i n g  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  o f  t he  
p a r k  and I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a r e s o r t  l i k e  t h i s  c o u l d  b r i n g  some r e a l  economic  
d e v e l o pmen t s  t o  t h e  a r e a .  I wou l d  o n l y  l i k e  t o  s ee  s ome t h i ng  l i k e  t h i s  
p r o c e e d  i f  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  v a l u e s  we r e  a l s o  k e p t  in mind and some o f  o u r  
c o n c e r n s  m i t i g a t e d .  Two t h i n g s  t h a ;  may no t  have been t h ou g h t  o f  in t he  p a s t ,
I know t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  w o r r i e d  a b ou t  whe r e  t he  w a t e r  f o r  snow p r o d u c t i o n  i s  
g o i n g  t o  come f r om  and t h a t ' s  s ome t h i n g  I t h i n k  can be c o n t r o l l e d ,  bu t  whe r e  
t h e  w a t e r  f o r  snow p r o d u c t i o n  goes  t o  w i l l  a l s o  be a b i g  p r o o l e m .  Because  t he  
S o u t h  F o r k  c o n t a i n s  a r e a l  s p e c i a l  s a lmon run and be cau s e  t h e  young sa lmon 
w i l l  be h a t c h i n g  o u t  t he  same t ime  t h a t  t h e  snow w i l l  be r u n n i n g  o f f ,  I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  a p r o b l em  t h a t  needs  t o  be l o o k ed  a t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  I t h i n k  w e ' r e  r e a l  
l u c k y  back  h e r e  in t h e  v a l l e y  t o  be a b l e  t o  s ee  brown b e a r s  on a r e g u l a r  
b a s i s .  I t ' s  amaz ing t o  me t h a t  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h a t  e x i s t s  s o  c l o s e  t o  

\ A n ch o r a g e .  And a l o t  o f  t h o s e  brown b e a r  use  t h a t  d r a i n a g e ,  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k
d r a i n a g e ,  on a s e a s o n a l  b a s i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  f e e d  on r ed  s a lmo n .  I f  t h e  
s t r e am  i s  s h a r e d  t o o  v i s i b l y  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t hen b e a r s  w i l l  s t o p  u s i n g  t h a t  
a r e a  and t h e y  w i l l  l o o s e  an imp o r t a n t  s e a s o n a l  f e e d i n g  r e s o u r c e  t h a t  w i l l
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p r o b a b l y  make t he  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e i r  be i ng  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  us e  t h a t  
t e r r i t o r y  o r  n o t .  So I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h o s e  c o u p l e  o f  t h i n g s  a d d r e s s e d .  Thank 
y o u .

Al  H e i n e r s : J i l l ' s  t e s t i m o n y  ends  o u r  s i g n - u p  l i s t .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  t h a t
d i d n ' t  s»gn -up  on t h e  l i s t  and wou l d  l i k e  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t ?  Come on up .

H a r r y  B l a n a s : I 'm H a r r y  B l a n a s  and I 'm h e r e  on my own as a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .
I 'm no t  e x p e c t i n g  t o  b e n e f i t  f r om t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  . . .  The r e a s o n  I am h e r e
t o n i g h t  i s  because  I r e ad  t he  newspape r  h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  Ancho r age  T imes ,
y e s t e r d a y ,  Tue sd ay ,  Hay 1 9 ,  1 9 8 7 .  In h e r e  i t  s a y s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o p po s e s  Chugach s k i  r e s o r t .  I went  ahead and r e ad  i t .  Now t h e  r e a s o n  I am
h e r e  i s  t h i s . . . s a i d  c l u b  members w i l l  a s k  t h e  s t a t e  t o  make d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s
o f  e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s ,  t h e i r  c o s t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t .  The a i r  q u a l i t y  c h ang e s ,  the  
e f f e c t s  o f  p a r k . . . i n  n e a r b y  a r e a s  and whe r e  q u a l i t y  a f f e c t s .  Then a l l  t h i s  
you have t o  make a l l  t h e s e  s t u d i e s . . . .  I t  s o u n d s . . . .  As I s a i d  I am a
p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  I d o n ' t  s p e a k  f o r  nobody ,  o n l y  on my own b e h a l f .  I 'm no t  
go i ng  t o  b e n e f i t . . . b e i n g  damaged.  . . .  The F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h . . . h e r e
t o n i g h t  o ppo s e  i f  I . . . a n d  t h e y  had p r o p o s e d . . .  s o  t h e s e  p e o p l e . . . t h i s  in h e r e  
t o n i g h t  and some f u t u r e  t ime  t o  come w i t h  a n o t h e r  p l a n  in H a t c h e r  P a s s .  And 
t h a t  f u t u r e  p l a n . . . c o m e  back  a g a i n  and s a y  w e l l  no i t  w a s n ' t  h e r e  in t h e  
H a t c h e r  Pass  a l s o .  L e t ' s  have t he  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  me t h e y  g e t  
f a n a t i c  in d e f e n d i n g  t he  n a t u r e  so bad .  I t  seems t o  me t h ey  f o r g e t  human 
b e i n g s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  o r  t h ey  w o u l d n ' t  want  n a t u r e  a l o n g  w i t h o u t  
anybody  in i t .  The needs  o f  h u m an . . . a n d  s k i  a s  w e l l  and a s k i  r e s o r t  t o  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  I do n o t  know i f  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i t ' s  f e a s i b l e  f o r  an o u t s i d e r  t o  
come and e s t a b l i s h  a s k i  r e s o r t  h e r e .  B u t ,  i t  w a s n ' t  s o  t e r r i b l e  t o  have a 
s k i  r e s o r t  s l o p e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  l i v e  in E a g l e  R i v e r . . . i n  t h i s  a r e a  and
a l s o  one  in H a t c h e r  P a s s .  To have t h o s e  two t he  o t h e r s  t h e y  l i v e  c l o s e r  by .  
Why i s  i t  so  t e r r i b l e  f o r  t h a t ?  On t he  o t h e r  hand ,  i f  a c omme r c i a l  use  can be 
a c c omp l i s h ed  t h a t  t h i s  g e n t l eman  in h e r e . . . p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t .  Any d e v e l ­
opment  . . .  i n c r e a s  i ng in s i z e  and d i m e n s i o n .  A young l a d y  made a r ema r k  what  i s
g o i n g  t o  be n e x t  y e a r  o r  t h e  y e a r  a f t e r .  . . . w i t h i n  50 m i l e s  o f  y o u . . . .  Not
t o  s ee  a l l  t h e  s l o p e s . . . t o  be s k i  r e s o r t s  now.  Ant' l o t h e r  t h i n g  i t  can 
a c c om p l i s h  i s  wh e t h e r  t h i s  d e ve l o pmen t  wou l d  b e . . . o r . . .  e v « l o p e r  t o  f i n a n c e  i t  
o r  even t h e  s t a t e  y o u r  own p e o p l e  o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  At " - . - r age. . . t h a t  you do 
p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  a l s o .  The c o n t r a c t o r s  must  n o t  be 
a l l o w e d  t o  come in and h a r v e s t  e v e r y t h i n g  i f  i t  i s  in t h e i r  way f o r  t h e  sake  
t o  make a r e s o r t .  I f  t h e y  have t o . . . t h e n  smooth o u t  t h e . . . t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  
wrong w i t h  t h a t .  And t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  wrong t o  d e v e l o p  and p r e s e r v e .  To 
c o n c l u d e  t h i s  I t h i n k  n o t  o n l y . . . s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  f o r  p e o p l e  t o . . . .  I f  we 
p r e s e r v e  t he  n a t u r e ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g .  Thank y ou ,  g e n t l em e n .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  H a r r y .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  make
any comments .

J im B r e n n a n : I 'm J im B r e nnan .  I 'm h e r e  as  a c u r i o u s  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  I ,
l i k e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  in An ch o r a g e ,  I t h i n k  my c u r i o s i t y  has  been p i qued  by t h i s  
p r o p o s a l .  I 'm an a v i d  s k i i e r ,  t o o ,  and one s i d e  o f  me s a y s  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  
s ee  a l o t  o f  t o u r i s m  de ve l o pmen t  in A l a s k a ,  in t he  Ancho r ag e  a r e a ,  but  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  me want s  t o  know what  k i nd  o f  p r o p o s a l  i s  t h i s ?  T h i s  i s  a v e r y  
s t r a n g e  i d e a ,  t h i s  i d e a ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  100% a r t i f i c a l  snow s M  a r e a .  
I 'm no t  awar e  o f  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  i t  anywhe r e  in t h e  w o r l d .  I t  g e t s  my a n t e nna e  
up .  I 'm wo nde r i ng  i s  t h i s  f o r  r e a l  o r  i s  i t  some k i nd  o f  a scam? And I t h i n k



t h a t ' s  what  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  have been w o nde r i n g  a b ou t  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  
I t  r eminds  me on one  l e v e l  o f  s ome t h i ng  l i k e  t h e  A i p e t c o  p r o j e c t  f o u r  o r  f i v e
y e a r s  ag o ,  wh i ch  some o f  you may have  r emembered ,  t h e y  we r e  g o i ng  t o  come in
and b u i l d  t h a t  b i g  p e t r o c h e m i c a l  p r o j e c t  and in e x change  f o r  t h a t  g e t  i t s  
r o y a l t y  o i l  f r om  t h e  s t a t e .  W e l l ,  t h e y  g o t  t h e  r o y a l t y  o i l  but  we n e v e r  go t  
t h e  p e t r o c h e m i c a l  p r o j e c t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  what  t h i s  i s ,  but  i t ' s  
s t r a n g e ,  t h i s  i dea  o f  an a r t i f i c i a l  snow s k i  a r e a  t h a t ' s  supposed  t o  a t t r a c t
s k i i e r s  f r o . a  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  I t ' s  u n i q u e .  So I wou l d  s u gg e s t  t h a t ,  w e l l
f i r s t  o f  a l l  
p l a y  no r o l e

I wou l d  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  g e n t l eman  
in s c r u t i n i z i n g  wh e t h e r  t h i s  t h i n g

t h a t  s a i d  t he  
i s  f e a s i b l e .

s t a t e  s h ou l d  
I t h i n k  i t ' s

v e r y  much t he  s t a t e ' s  b u s i n e s s  t o  know i f  t h i s  i s  a f e a s i b l e  p r o j e c t .  I f  i t ' s  
n o t  f e a s i b l e ,  a s  t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  g en t  eman men t i o n e d ,  i t ' s  g o i ng  t o  p r e c l u d e  
a n o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l l y  v i a b l e  p r o j e c t .  I t  a l s o  may p r e c l u d e  t h e . . . p l a n ' s  f o r  
e x p a n s i o n  a t  A l y e s k a ,  I d o n ' t  know.  I t i i i n k  i t ' s  v e r y  much in o u r  i n t e r e s t  t o  
know wh e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e s e  guys  know what  t h e y ' r e  d o i ng  and r e a l l y  have  i t  
t o g e t h e r  and t h a t  we f i n d  t h a t  o u t  as  s o on  as p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  a l o t  o f  a l t e r ­
n a t i v e s  a r e  s h o t  by t h i s  l o om i n g ,  m a s s i v e  p r o j e c t .  The o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  I wanted 
t o  s t a t e  my o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  i d e a .  The o n l y  e x p e r i e n c e
I ' v e  had w i t h  s ome t h i ng  a n a l a g o u s  t o  t h a t  i s  on t h e  we s t  c o a s t  in
Hawai i . .  . wh i ch  some o f  you may have been t o .  T h e r e ' s  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  h i k i n g
c o u n t r y  o u t  t h e r e  wh i ch  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  e n j o y ,  but  t h e y  do a l l o w  a h e l i c o p t e r  
c o n c e s s i o n  t o  do t h e  t y p e  o f  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  be i n g  p r op o s e d  h e r e  t h e r e .  I t ' s  an 
a b s o l u t e  a n amo l y .  Y o u ' r e  t h e r e  t o  e n j o y ,  mos t  p e o p l e  a r e  t h e r e  t o  e n j o y  the  
w i l d e r n e s s  f e e l i n g ,  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  more 
an omo l ou s  t o  t h a t  t hen  t o  s ee  a h e l i c o p t e r  a l l  o f  a sudden come o u t  o f  a dead 
s i l e n c e  b l a z i n g  o v e r  t h e  r i d g e  and c h o pp i ng  i t ' s  way p a s t  y o u ,  i t ' s  o r d i n a r l y  
q u i t e  c l o s e ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  s ome t h i n g  we need h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  l i t t l e  i n c r emen t  i s  g o i n g  t o  phase  t h e  economy o f  An ch o r a g e .  So I wou l d  
be oppo s ed  t o  t h a t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e ?  S h a r o n .

Sha r o n  C i s s n a : My name i s  S h a r o n  C i s s n a  and I have  l i v e d  in A l a s k a  f o r  o n l y
20 y e a r s  and am p r e s e n t l y  a member o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  Sys t em A d v i s o r y  
Boa r d  and a l s o  was t h e  c h a i rman  o f  t h e  g r o up  t h a t  p r o p o s ed  and f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  
p a s s a ge  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  in t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t h i n k  what  I 
wou l d  l i k e  t o  s a y ,  many p e o p l e  have  s a i d  many o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I f e e l ,  what  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  me n t i o n  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  A d v i s o r y  Boa rd  has  
a s k ed  o v e r  and o v e r  a g a i n  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  and up u n t i l  
t h e  l a s t  f ew me e t i n g s  we have had v e r y ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
u s .  At  t he  l a s t  me e t i ng  I a s k ed  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  s k i  p r o p o s a l  when 
t h e y  wou l d  be d o i ng  t h e  t e s t s  t h a t  wo u l d  g i v e  us t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  what  t h ey  
wou l d  n e ed ,  whc.-e t h e y  wou l d  be p u t t i n g  t h e  l i f t s ,  whe r e  t h e y ' d  be g e t t i n g  
w a t e r ,  a l l  o f  t h a t  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t h a t  g e n t l eman  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  wou l d  be made a v a i l a b l e  a f t e r  t h e y  d i d  t he  s t u d y  thi . s  coming y e a r .  
So t h e  f a c t  o f  the  m a t t e r  i s  no  m a t t e r  what  I f e e l  o r  no m a t t e r  what  you f e e l  
we d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know w h a t ' s  be ng t a l k e d  a b ou t  h e r e  u n t i l  we have t h a t  I n f o r ­
m a t i o n  and t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  and i t  w i l l  n o t  be made a v a i l a b l e  
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h i s  n e x t  s p r i n g .  I am a p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  p e r s o n ,  I have a sma l l  
b u s i n e s s ,  and I ' v e  been t h r o u gh  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r  l i k e  you a l l  h a v e ,  and i t ' s  
been a t o ugh  y e a r  f o r  u s .  I mean,  w e ' v e  a l l  t a k e n  o u r  l i f t  and we a l l  have  
many f r i e n d s  who a r e  unemp l o yed  and we a l l  know what  i t  f e e l s  l i k e  when 
somebody comes up t o  us and s a y s  hey  I ' v e  g o t  t h i s  d e a l ,  i t ' s  g r e a t .  H e r e ' s  
t h i s  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I ' v e  nad t h i s  happen t o  me,  I 'm s u r e  you ha ve ,  t o o .

17



And t hen  you s t a r t  l o o k i n g  a t  i t ,  p e r h a p s  t h i s  I s  s ome th i ng  t h a t ' s  be i ng  
p r op o s e d  and t h e r e ' s  no b u i l d i n g  y e t ,  o r  t h e r e ' s  no f u nd i n g  y e t ,  o r  t h e r e ' s  
p l e n t y  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  Do you j ump ahead and change  y o u r  f a m i l y ' s  p l a n s  and go 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you know n o t h i n g  a b o u t ?  I t h i n k  t h i s  I s  
one  o f  t h o s e  s o r t s  o f  s i t u a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  p e r s o n a l l y ,  n o t  s p e a k i n g  as a n y ­
t h i n g  bu t  a p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h a t  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  p r em a t u r e .  We d o n ' t  
have  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t ' s  n e c e s s a r y  * o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  g i v e  any k i nd  o f  
i n p u t .  I gue s s  I 'm a c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  I c a n ' t  h e l p  i t .  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  make 
p l a n s  and change p u b l i c  l and  w i t h o u t  ha v i ng  some k i nd  o f  knowl edge  and i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  and f a c t s  beh i nd  me and t h a t ' s  a l l  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  and t h ank  you v e r y  
much.

Dave S t e p h e n s : Are  t h e r e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  comment?

Dave Y oun g : My name i s  Dave Young .  L i k e  my p r e d e c e s s o r  and a s s o c i a t e  Sha r on
C i s s n a ,  I 'm a l s o  a member o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  B oa r d .
I a l s o  s e r v e d  as  t he  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  Communi ty C o u n c i l .  I men t i on  
t h a t  o n l y  be cau se  i t  m i gh t  s e r v e  as an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  I ' v e  been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  a lm o s t  f r om i t ' s  i n c e p t i o n ,  so  I 'm f a i r l y  k n ow l e d g e a b l e  o f  t he  
i ns  and t he  o u t s  o f  i t ,  even some o f  t h e  s t u f f  t h a t ' s  gone on beh i nd  t he  
s c e n e s .  But  I a l s o  want  t o  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  I 'm s p e a k i n g  s t r i c t l y  a s  a 
p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  and a r e s i d e n t  in Sou t h  F o r k  and as  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  as  t he  
p r op o s ed  s k i  l i f t  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  on t he  s l o p e s  r i g h t  now t h e r e ' s  p r o b a b l y  no 
one  t h a t  w i l l  be impac ted g r e a t e r  t han me f r om  a l i f e s t y l e  s t a n d p o i n t .  I 'm a 
t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  A l a s k a n .  I ' v e  been a r o u n d ,  I ' v e  f o u g h t  b a t t l e s ,  I ' v e  wa tched 
t he  ups and t h e  downs w i t h  t he  economy and I f e e i  t h a t ,  as  Sha r on  men t i on ed  
e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  p r ema t u r e  t o  be l o o k i n g  a t  s p e c i f i c s .  But  i t ' s  my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  wo r k i n g  w i t h  s t a f f  members p r e s e n t  and o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e s  on the 
b o a r d  t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  r ound o f  h e a r i n g s  i s  c o n c e p t u a l  in n a t u r e .  What t h e y ' r e  
r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  i s  some b o t t o m l i n e  an swe r s  f r om  t he  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s i n g  the  
c o nc e r n  o f  s h o u l d  t h e r e  be comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k ,  s h o u l d  
t h e r e  by a c o n c e s s i o n  f o r  a s k i  d e v e l opmen t  in t h e  p a r k ,  n o t  j u s t  in t h e  Sou th  
F o r k ,  o f  c o u r s e  we do need t o  a d d r e s s  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n .  I 'm r a t h e r  
u p s e t  r i g h t  now t o  see  a good many o f  my f r i e n d s  f r om  t he  e n v i r o n m en t a l  
communi ty  whom I ' v e  been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f o r  25 y e a r s  t a k i n g  a p r ema t u r e  
s t a n c e ,  j u s t  coming o u t  and s a y i n g  no s k i  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k .  As 
Sha r on  men t i o n e d ,  I t h i n k  t he  s t a f f  i s  d o i ng  a good j o b  in t r y i n g  t o  d r aw o u t  
some o f  t h e  f a c t s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  in my d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t he  d e v e l o p i n g  o f  the  
Sou t h  F o r k  as  i t ' s  p r o p o s e d ,  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  c u l t u r a l  l a g  and t h e y  do b u s i ­
n e s s  d i f f e r e n t l y  in A u s t r i a ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  r e l e a s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  as  we a r e  used t o  
h a v i ng  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  t o  u s .  You can l o o k  in any t r a d e  j o u r n a l  in t he  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and know t h a t  t h e  r e t a i l  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  make p r o f i t  on a
g r o s s .  You t r y  and ge t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n s  on t he  t o u r i sm  
d e ve l o pmen t  and t h e y ' r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  i t ,  s o  t h e r e ' s  a b i t  o f  a 
c u l t u r a l  gap h e r e .  I t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  p e o p l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  ways 
t o  d e a l  w i t h  them,  dr aw o u t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and p r o v i d e  i t  so  t h a t  p e o p l e  
f r om t h e  a u d i e n c e  l i k e  y o u r s e l f  can a s k  t he  k i n d s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  you have a r i g h t  t o  e x p e c t  an swe r s  f o r .  What I 'm s e e i n g  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  
o f  d i v i s i v e n e s s .  I ' v e  h e a r d  a l o t  t o d a y  o f  I 'm p r o  d e ve l o pmen t  and I 'm
a n t i - d e v e l o p m e n t .  What I f e e l  t h a t  we need t o  be d o i ng  as  A l a s k a n s  t h a t  a r e
commi t t ed  t o  h o l d i n g  o u t  t h r o u gh  t he  l ong hau l  w h i l e  w e ' r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  some 
e c onomi c  down t u r n s  h e r e  o f  wo r k i ng  t o g e t h e r  t owa r ds  some c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  p o s i ­
t i v e  c h ange .  Change i s  a lm o s t  i n e v i t a b l e ,  I s uppo s e  you can t a k e  i t  t o  c o u r t
and f i g h t  i t  bu t  i t ' s  g o i ng  t o  happen and t o  me i t ' s  i ncumbent  on a l l  o f  us t o
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make s u r e  t h a t ,  by god ,  i f  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  happen ,  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  ram i t  down 
t h e i r  t h r o a t s  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  done r i g h t .  And f r om  my d e a l i n g s  w i t h  
t h e  A u s t r i a n  d e v e l o p e r s  and f r om s t a f f ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  t h e r e  
seems t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  t h i n g s  in a p o s i t i v e  s t a n d p o i n t  and b r i n g  abou t  
some c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  p o s i t i v e  change t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  us in t h e  l o n g - t e r m  
f u t u r e .  I wou l d  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y b o d y  in the second  round o f  h e a r i n g s  t o  f o c u s  
in a l i t t l e  b i t  mo r e ,  h o p e f u l l y  w e ' l l  have  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us 
a t  t h a t  t ime ,  bu t  t o  f o c u s  in a l i t t l e  more and use  o u r  e x p e r t i s e  on i s s u e s  
and a d d r e s s  t he  i s s u e s  and make s u r e  i t ' s  m i t i g a t e d  i f . . . c o m e  a b o u t .  The l a s t  
t h i n g  on t he  h e l i c o p t e r  i s s u e  I want  t o  go on r e c o r d  as  a d aman t l y  o pp o s i n g  
comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  Thank you .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Thank y ou .  Ar e  t h e r e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  speak
t o n i g h t ?  Ma'am.

Sand r a  W i c k e s : My name i s  Sand r a  Wi cke s  and I h a d n ' t  i n t e nd e d  t o  sp e a k  but
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t he  who l e  m e e t i n g ,  wh i ch I t h o ug h t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  I ' d  l i k e  
t o . e cho  I t h i n k  Dave Y oung ' s  comments t h a t  i t  seemed t o  me a l o t  o f  the 
t e s t im o n y  was o f f  t h e  p o i n t  on t he  i s s u e  t h a t  S t a t e  P a r k s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e  wh ich was s h o u l d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  o c c u r  w i t h  in Chugach 
S t a t e  P a r k  and ,  i f  s o ,  u nde r  what  c o n d i t i o n s .  I wou l d  hope t h a t i n  t he  o t h e r
two h e a r i n g s  on t h i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be more o f  t h e  " i f  s o ,  unde r  what  c o n ­
d i t i o n s " ,  and I wou l d  hope t h a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m en t a l  g r o u p s  as  w e l l  a s  t he  p r o ­
de ve l o pmen t  g r oup s  w i l l  make a p o i n t  b e cau s e  I t h i n k  P a r k s '  p u r p o s e  in t h i s
was t o  t r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e ' s  g o i ng  t o  be a c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t ,  what
s h o u l d  be b u i l t  i n t o  t h a t  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t  in t h e  way o f  r e q u i r e m en t s  on 
t he  d e v e l o p e r s  so  t h a t  we can p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  same t ime  
de ve l o pmen t  i s  p e r m i t t e d ,  i f  i t ' s  go i n g  t o  be p e r m i t t e d  a t  a l l  and 1 d o n ' t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  want  t o  t a k e  a s t a n d  one way o r  a n o t h e r  bu t  I wou l d  hope t h a t  we 
can have i n t e l l i g e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  on s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  r a t h e r  t h an  j u s t  I 'm f o r  i t  
o r  I 'm a g a i n s t  i t ,  I 'm f o r  i t ,  I 'm a g a i n s t  i t ,  b e c au s e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  
meant  t o  be a p o p u l a r i t y  c o n t e s t  bu t  t r y  t o  be a r e a l  j o b  o f  w o r k i n g  o u t  a 
t ough p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i s s u e .  I t h i n k  a c o u p l e  o f  p e o p l e  h i t  t h a t  and t he  l a d y  
t h a t  t a l k e d  ab ou t  t he  f i s h  and wh e r e ' s  t h e  w a t e r  g o i n g  and what  w i l l  be the  
impact  and some o t h e r  p e o p l e  men t i on ed  n o i s e  and I t h i n k  some o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  
a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  need t o  be a d d r e s s e d  and t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a l o t  more o f  
them wh i ch  I d i d n ' t  come p r e p a r e d  because  I was e x p e c t i n g  t o  j u s t  l i s t e n  but  I 
t h i n k  t he  p e o p l e  who a r e  r e a l l y  wo r k i ng  in t h i s  a r e a  can r a i s e  a l o t  o f  the  
t h i n g s .  Even i f  you d o n ' t  want  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t ,  i f  somebody e l s e  makes the  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  happen ,  what  a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you want  t o  
make s u r e  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h a t  and t he  p r o t e c t i o n .  Thank y o u .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Thank you .

Toni  S m i t h : My name i s  Toni  Smi t h  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e cond  what  t he  woman
j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  we need t o  wo r k  t owa r d s  some c o n d i t i o n s  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  how we m i gh t  use  t h e  p a r k  and c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s ,  t h a t  one  g r oup  
s h o u l d  no t  be e x c l u s i v e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  o r  u n e q u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h an  o t h e r  
g r o u p s .  I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  r emind t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  
Boa rd  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t he  p e o p l e  t h a t  r e qu e s t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  be h e l d  f o r  
p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  how t he  h e l i c o p t e r s  mi gh t  be used o r  n o t  used in the 
s t a t e  p a r k .  So t h e r e f o r e  i t  makes i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  p r em a t u r e .  I do t h i n k  t h a t ,  in f a c t ,  a l l  o f  us do need t o  s t u d y  the  
f a c t s  and I do t h i n k  t h a t  we need t o  examine  o u r  own s e l v e s  and o u r  own g o a l s
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and o u r  own d e s i r e s  o f  what  we see  t h a t  we want  as  i n d i v i d u a l s  in t he  s t a t e  
p a r k .  They a r e n ' t  s t a y i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what  y o u ' r e  s a y i n g .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Thank y ou .  O t he r  p e o p l e ?

_____________ : I j u s t  want  t o  make one  q u i c k  comment .  I s p oke  b e f o r e  but
t h e r e ' s  one  t h i n g  I want  t o  s a y  i s . . . p a r k  s e v e r a l  f o l k s . . . q u e r i e d  t h e  economic  
v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  t h i n g  and I j u s t  want  t o  comment t h a t  I 'm j u s t  f i l l e d  w i t h  
s p i t e  f o r  i t  e v e r y  t  i m e . . . comes up .  I j u s t  dash o u t  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  
C e n t e r  and show t h e m . . . b u b b l e  o v e r  w i t h  p r i d e  and wonde rment  j u s t  l o o k i n g  a t  
i t .  C e r t a i n l y  p e r s o n a l l y  r e a l i z e  how l o v e l y  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i s  and you 
want  t o  keep i t  t h a t  way ,  g r e a t ,  so  do I .  But  as  f a r  a s  comme r c i a l  v i a b i l i t y  
o f  h a v i ng  p e o p l e  f r om a r ound  t he  w o r l d  come t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  appea l  o f  E ag l e  
R i v e r  V a l l e y  and t h e  a r e a  a r ound  i t . . . f o r  c a n o e i n g ,  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  t h i n g s ,  I 
d o n ' t  s e e  how anyone  who ' s  been back  t h e r e  and e x p e r i e n c e d  i t  c o u l d  have any 
d oub t  o f  t h e  w o r l dw i d e  appea l  t h a t  a r e a  h a s .  I t  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  me t o  
q u e s t i o n  i t .  I k n ow . . . m y s e l f  you know j u s t . . . b u t  as  f a r  a s  you know wh e t h e r  a 
d e v e l o p e r  who wou l d  want  t o  t r y  t o  t o p  t h a t . . . p e o p l e  come f r om a r ound  the 
v / o r l d ,  h e y ,  I ' v e  s e e n ,  I ' v e  known t h e . . . I  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t .

Dave S t e p h e n s :  Mr .  W i cke r s h am.

Mr .  W i c k e r s h am : I j u s t  want  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  a s  f a r  as  my comments we re
c o nc e r n ed  I was d i s c u s s i n g  t he  p h y s i c a l  and t e c h n i c a l  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  s i t e  
and t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in mak ing a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as  t o  wh e t h e r  t h i s  i s  a
v i a b l e  s k i  a r e a  s i t e .  . . .  I t ' s  a y e a r - r o u n d . . . come f r om a r ound  t he  w o r l d  and
see  t h i s  l o v e l y  v a i l e y .  I 'm t a l k i n g  ab ou t  p h y s i c a l  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  s i t e  as
a s k i  r e s o r t .

Dave S t e p h e n s : I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  where  we go f r om h e r e .  The S t a t e  P a r k s
s t a f f ,  t h e  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  and o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s ,  do r e s e a r c h ,  l o o k  a t  t h e  j o u r n a l s .  We 
w i l l  be d r aw i ng  up v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t r y  and meet  some o f  t h e  demands
t h a t  a r e  b e i ng  p l a c e d  on t he  p a r k .  We w i l l  w r i t e  up t he  r e s u l t s  o f  t o n i g h t ' s
m e e t i n g .  We hope t o  have t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  in abou t  two weeks '  t im e .  I f  you 
have s i g n e d  up we w i l l  pu t  you on t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  and you w i l l  g e t  summar i es  
o f  t he  me e t i n g s  as w e l l  as  upda t e s  on upcoming mee t i n g s  and what  t he  p r o j e c t  
s t a t u s  i s  o v e r  t he  summer .  We w i l l  go o u t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g ,  a 
s e r i e s  o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  l a t e r  t h i s  summer w i t h  a c t u a l  d r a f t  l a nguage  and a t  
t h a t  t ime  you w i l l  have  much more s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you can r e a c t  t o .  
The p u r p o s e  o f  t o n i g h t ' s  mee t i ng  was t o  d e a l  in c o n c e p t u a l  m a t t e r s  and t h a t ' s  
d i f f i c u l t .  We a l l  have i n c omp l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and so  w e ' r e  h a v i ng  t o  use  o u r  
im a g i n a t i o n s  and be c r e a t i v e .  But a t  t h e  second r ound w e ' l l  have much more 
s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  and we hope t h a t  you w i l l  t u r n  o u t .  We do have a b ou t  30 
more m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  we g e t  k i c k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and i f  y o u ' d  l i k e  we can
be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  and answer s  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  We have t h e  s u p e r i n t e n ­
den t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k ,  we have me as  p r o j e c t  manage r  and Al  Me i n e r s  who ' s  
been w i t h  S t a t e  P a r k s  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s ,  so  i f  t h e r e  a r e  any q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  you have  o f  us r i g h t  now abou t  t he  p r o c e s s ,  a b ou t  what  i n f o r m a t i o n  we 
have a v a i l a b l e ,  ab ou t  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  we 'd  be happy t o  an swe r  y o u r  
qu e s t  i o n s .

[The mee t i ng  was a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  m i nu t e s  o f  i n f o rm a l  d i s c u s s  among 
P a r k s  s t a f f  and t h e  p u b l i c . ]
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E a g l e  R i v e r ,  May 2 6 ,  108 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  *>8 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

J im Wad d e l 1 : My name f s  J im W a d d e l l .  I am a r e s i d e n t  a t  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a .
I ' d  l i k e  t o  sp eak  on two i s s u e s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  s k i  a r e a  and i t s  c ompa t -  
a b i l i t y  w i t h  t he  p l a n .  The second  i s  t he  g r e e n b e l t  in E a g l e  R i v e r  and my 
t h ou g h t s  on t h a t .  F i r s t ,  a b ou t  t h e  s k i  a r e a ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  we ' v e  had a 
d e v e l o p e r  who has come t o  us w i t h ,  b a s i c a l l y  a s k i n g  t h e  s t a t e  what  t he  r u l e s  
a r e  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t .  L o ok i ng  a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  l o o k s  l i k e  i t  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t ,  more  o r  l e s s ,  w i t h  t he  p l a n .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e  s t a t e  has imme­
d i a t e l y  th r own open t he  wh o l e  p r o c e s s  a g a i n .  We ' ve  had somebody who has come 
t o  us a s k i n g  us what  t h e  r u l e s  a r e  and t r y i n g  t o  be w i t h i n  t h e  r u l e s  as  much 
as  p o s s i b l e  and s u d d e n l y  we ' v e  opened t h i s  m o r r a s s  f o r  a d e v e l o p e r  t o  j u s t  
d i v e  i n t o  and keep e x pend i ng  h i s  f unds  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  ch a s e  a mov ing t a r g e t .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  f a i r  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  s o r t  o f  message  t h a t  t he  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  wan t s  t o  send t o  p e o p l e  f r om  t h e  o u t s i d e  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
b r i n g  j o b s  and money i n t o  o u r  a r e a .  I 'm p e r s o n a l l y  in f a v o r  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a .  
I t h i n k  i t s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  us e  in t h e  a r e a  and I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  
be an economi c  s h o t - i n - t h e - a r m  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  My second s e t  o f  comments a r e  
on t h e  g r e e n b e l t  p r o p o s a l  in E ag l e  R i v e r .  The s t a t e  i s  p r o p o s i n g  t o  spend a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  money and t r a d e  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  E k l u t n a  C o r p o r ­
a t i o n  t o  r e g a i n  and r e c a p t u r e  t h i s  E a g l e  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  i n t o  t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  e x t r e m e l y  imp o r t a n t  t h a t  i t  be d e v e l o p e d  in a way so t h a t  p e o p l e  
w i t h i n  E ag l e  R i v e r  and Ancho r age  can use  t h i s  r e s o u r c e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  we need 
t o  s i t  back  and t h i n k  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  b e f o r e  we p l ow  a h i ghway and a b r i d g e  
r i g h t  t h r o u gh  t he  m i d d l e  o f  t h i s  t h i n g .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  g r a d e s  
t h a t  a r e  s t e e p e r  t h an  t he  c u r r e n t  h i ghway b r i d g e  on E a g l e  R i v e r ,  on t he  G l enn 
Highway .  We ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  p o s s i b l y  heavy  f og  l i g h t s  because  t h a t  a r e a  i s  v e r y  
f o gg y  —  I l i v e  up and l o o k  o v e r  t h a t  a r e a .  We a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a l o t  o f  
w i l d l i f e  t h e r e  and a p p a r e n t l y  n o b od y ' s  t h ou g h t  a b ou t  f e n c i n g  t o  keep t he  moose 
o f f  t he  h i ghway .  T r u c k s ,  n o i s e  and s o  f o r t h  g o i ng  r i g h t  a l o n g  t h e s e  p r op o s ed  
o u t s i d e  a r e a s ,  p l a c e s  whe r e  p e o p l e  can w a l k  a l o n g  and e n j o y  n a t u r e  and I wou l d 
c on t e nd  t h a t  you c a n ' t  e n j o y  n a t u r e  t o o  much w i t h  t h e  n o i s e  o f  t r u c k s  and 
t r a f f i c  and t h e  f i l t h  and g a r ba g e  t h a t  o c c u r s  a l o n g  h i ghway s .  Then when you 
g e t  up t o  the  b r i d g e  y o u ' v e  g o t  t h e  g a r b a g e  t h e r e .  Y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  e n j o y  t he  
r i v e r  and y o u ' v e  g o t  a h i ghway b r i d g e  and I t h i n k  i f  t h a t  go e s  t h r o u gh  we 
migh t  as w e l l  j u s t  use  t he  a r e a  be tween H i l a n d  Road and t h e  G l enn  Highway as  a 
l a n d f i l l  and w e ' l l  l e t  i t  go a t  t h a t  b- c a u s e  t h e r e  w o n ' t  be any r e c r e a t i o n a l  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  be had in t h e  a r e a .  Thanl .  you v e r y  much f o r  y o u r  t ime .

Al M e i n e r s : The n e x t  p e r s o n  i s  T e r r y  Fo r eman .

T e r r y  F o r eman : My name i s  T e r r y  Fo r eman .  I d o n ' t  r e p r e s e n t  anyone  but
m y s e l f .  I l i v e  on H i l a n d  Road and I am in f a v o r  o f  t h e  sk i  a r e a  because  I 
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  g e n t l eman  b e f o r e  me,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  use o f  t he  a r e a .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  enough s a f e g u a r d s ,  in as much as 
t he  p r o c e s s  we a r e  in r i g h t  now w i t h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y t h i n g  
h o r r i b l e  f r om  t a k i n g  p l a c e  f r om t h a t  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  t ime f o r  us 
now, more be cau se  we a r e  f o r c e d  t o ,  t h an  be cau s e  we a r e  w a n t i ng  t o ,  t o  s t a r t  
t h i n k i n g  ab ou t  t he  ec onomi c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s .  E v e r y b o dy  i s  s a y i n g  t h a t  
t o u r i s m  i s  g o i n g  t o  be r e a l  im p o r t a n t  and y e t  I t h i n k  you a r e  go i ng  t o  f i n d  
t h a t  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  now a r e  g o i ng  t o  be a t  t h e i r  l i m i t s  
v e r y  soon and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  be a b i g  p l u s  f o r  o u r  t o u r i sm  draw and 
I t h i n k  t he  impact  o f  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be mi n ima l  on t h e  a r e a  up t h e r e .  As f a r



t h a t ' s  a b ou t  i t .  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  i t .  I t h i n k  i t  makes e c onomi c  s e n s e .  I 
t h i n k  i t  makes e n v i r o n m en t a l  s e n s e .  I t ' s  b a s i c a l l y ,  I t h i n k ,  a sound i dea  
g i v e n  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t h r ou g h  r i g h t  now and I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be 
v e r y  p r u d e n t  f o r  us  no t  t o  d r ag  o u r  f a e t  v e r y  much more  b e c au s e  I wou l d  t h i n k  
t h a t  H r .  Rogne r  m i gh t  s t a r t  l o o k i n g  somewhere e l s e  i f  he s e e s  months  and y e a r s  
o f  h e a r i n g s  ahead o f  him.  As f a r  a s  t he  E ag l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e 11 - a r e a , I f a v o r
t h a t  i d ea  and I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  amount o f  d e v e l opmen t  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  in t h e
r i v e r  bo t t om down t h e r e  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be v e r y  m i n im a l .  P r i m i t i v e  t r a i l s ,  as 
f ew p a r k i n g  l o t - t y p e  t h i n g s  as  p o s s i b l e  be cau se  t h o s e  have  a t e ndency  t o  t u r n
i n t o  g a r b a g e  dumps.  As f a r  a s  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I t h i n k  t h e y ' v e  been
s a i d  no t o  tw i c e .  I t h i n k  i t  mi gh t  no t  be a bad i dea  t o  t r y  a s h o r t  t r i a l  
b a s i s  t y p e  o f  a t h i n g  and have some o f  y o u r  p e o p l e  l o o k  a t  t h e  impact  o f  i t .  
Maybe g i v e  them a p e rm i t  f o r  one  s e a s on  f o r  a v e r y  l i m i t e d  number  o f  l a n d i n g s  
and see  what  comes o f  i t  f r om t h a t .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  W i l l i a m  Reedy?  No?

j Wi 11 iam R e e d y ; My name i s  W i l l i a m  Reedy .  I 'm a l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  man h e r e  in
E a g l e  R i v e r  and I am go i ng  t o  l i m i t  my comments t o  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t .
The map on t he  back  w a l l  t h e r e  p r e t t y  much speak s  f o r  i t s e l f .  The p e r i p h e r a l
a r e a  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t he  n o n - w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  
wh ich i s  t h e  a r e a  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  f o r  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p m en t .  E c o n o m i c a l l y  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  communi t y  has  been t o l d  t h e r e  i s  g o i ng  t o  be p o s s i b l y  2 , 0 0 0  j o b s  
c r e a t e d  t h r o u gh  t h i s  r e s o r t ,  wh ich I t h i n k  d u r i n g  t he  c u r r e n t  economi c  woes
t h a t  i t  i s  s ome th i ng  t h a t  we s h o u l d  be r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g .  Some o f
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  I ' v e  he a r d  f r om t h e  p r e v i o u s  h e a r i n g ,  i t  wou l d  sound l i k e  you
we r e  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  a ch em i ca l  wa s t e  dump o r  a n u c l e a r  r e a c t o r  on H i l a n d
Moun t a i n  o r  s ome t h i n g .  The s k i  a r e a  i s  ab ou t  t h e  c l e a n e s t  t h i n g  you can do
i n d u s t r y - w i s e .  A l s o  what  we ' v e  been t o l d ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  p r op o s e d  s k i  
a r e a  wou l d  be a p e d e s t r i a n - o n l y  v i l l a g e .  I t  wou l d no t  be any  v e h i c l e s  a l l o w e d  
in t h e r e .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  wou l d  a l s o  l i m i t  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  p o l l u t i o n  in t h a t  

I a r e a .  The o n l y  o t h e r  t h i n g  I have t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  I c a n ' t  see whe r e  some o f

I
 t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  p e o p l e  in t h e  pa s s  have been c o m p l a i n i n g  a b ou t  us h a v i ng  o u r

own s k i  a r e a .  They s a y  t h e r e  have been e x p e r t s  who a r e  coming i n t o  E ag l e  
R i v e r  s a y i n g ,  " No ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a good s p o t  f o r  a s k i  a r e a . "  They have n o t  
been g i v i n g  us any d o cumen t a t i o n  o r  any k i nd  o f  p r o o f  a s  t o  why E a g l e  R i v e r  
wou l d  n o t  be a good sk i  a r e a  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  anyone  who i s  h e r e  
t o n i g h t  t o  t a l k  a b ou t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a t  l e a s t  g e t  some 
f a c t s  on r e c o r d  o r  s ome th i ng  in w r i t i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  o u r  s k i  a r e a  i s  n o t  
f e a s i b l e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  comments I h a ve .  Thank you .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  Thomas Wood.

Thomas Wood : My name i s  Thomas Wood.  I 'm a 1 5 - y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  v a l l e y .

I
I am P r e s i d e n t  o f  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  Communi ty C o u n c i l  and as  such r e p r e ­
s e n t  the  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  Communi ty C o u n c i l .  We a r e  in f a v o r  o f  t h i s  
p r o j e c t .  We f e e l  t h a t  t h e  new c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  t o u r i s m ,  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  
p a r t  o f  o u r  economy h e r e  and as such we a r e  100% beh i nd  i t .  The f a c i l i t i e s  
t h a t  w i l l  come w i t h  t h i s  and t he  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  t o  o u r  p a r k ,  and we a r e  100% 
f o r  i t .  We r e q u e s t  one t h i n g  o f  t h e  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h a t  we have t he  p u b l i c  
p r o c e s s  and i npu t  i n t o  t h o s e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  imp r o v emen t s ,  how t he  
f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be o p e r a t e d ,  and a l l  o t h e r  g e rma i ne  i s s u e s  in t h e  de ve l o pmen t  o f  
t h i s  p r o c e s s .  I want  t o  r e i t e r a t e ,  I s a i d  r e s i d e n t s ,  we r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e

22

—               ---



i t  i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  go t h r o u g h  them a ! ! ,  t h ey  r ange  e v e r y ­
whe r e  f r om  w a t e r ,  s ew e r ,  l o c a l  h i r e ,  m o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  P a r k s  
s h o u l d  n o t  be s e t  a s i d e  and f e n c ed  o f f  bu t  used in an a p p r o p r i a t e  manne r .  We 
s t a n d  100% b e h i nd  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and t h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  1 2 , 0 0 0  
who l i v e  w i t h i n  o u r  a r e a  and t h a t  i s  t h e  a r e a  bounded by E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Meadow 
C r e e k  and t he  p a r k  b oun da r y  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  We 
have  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i s s u e  t h r e e  t ime s  d u r i n g  t he  l a s t  e i g h t  months  in o u r  
m o n t h l y  communi t y  c o u n c i l  me e t i n g s  and we a r e  b e h i n d .  The g r e e n b e l t ,  a g a i n ,  
we have  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i s s u e  a t  l e n g t h ,  we a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  f o r  i t .  We wou l d  
i i k e  t o  go  one s t e p  f u r t h e r  and t r y  t o  p i c k  up t he  Sou th  F o r k  F a l l s  in t h a t  
g r e e n b e l t  a c q u i s i t i o n .  Tha t  was a swap a l m o s t  d o i I a r - f o r - d o l 1a r  on t h a t  l and 
t r a d e  s o  i t  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a bunch o f  money ,  someone k i nd  o f  gave  t h e  im­
p r e s s i o n  e a r l i e r .  A g a i n ,  i s s u e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a  have t o  be d e a l t  w i t h  on a 
c a s e - b y - c a s e  b a s i s .  You j u s t  c a n ' t  go in and make b l a n k e t  s t a t e m en t s  on t h e s e  
i s s u e s .  And on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i s s u e ,  w e ' l l  p a s s  on t h a t .  I t h an k  you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  T e r r y  K o c h e r .

T e r r y  K o c h e r : My name i s  T e r r y  K o c h e r .  I have  a d e g r e e  in w i l d l i f e  manage­
ment and I am c u r r e n t l y  s t u d y i n g  p l a n n i n g .  I have  l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
f o r  13 y e a r s  and have  grown t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  b e a u t y ,  t h e  s p l e n d o r  and t h e  
m a g n i f i c e n c e  o f  i t  mo r e  each  y e a r .  The t h i n g  wh i ch  c o n t i n u a l l y  imp r e s s e s  me 
i s  t h a t  a v a l l e y  s o  b e a u t i f u l  e x i s t s  s o  c l o s e  t o  A n c ho r ag e .  One o f  my b i g g e s t  
c o n c e r n s  i s  t he  s e t t i n g  a p r e c e d e n t  in t he  us e  o f  p a r k  l and  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t a l  
p u r p o s e s .  T h i s  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  i t  i s  
r i g h t  t o  a l l o w  a p r e c e d e n t  t o  be s e t  wh i ch  can be h a rm f u l  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  
p a r k s .  Commerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  s i g h t s e e i n g  and h e l i c o p t e r  
s k i i n g  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h ,  and c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  t o ,  t h e  i d ea  o f  Chugach 
S t a t e  P a r k .  Because  o f  t h e i r  m o b i l i t y ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  w i l l  be t empted t o  g e t  so  
c l o s e  t o  w i l d l i f e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  s c a r e  i t  away .  Two main o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  
m a s t e r  p l a n  wou l d  be c o n t r a v e n e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  s i g h t s e e i n g .  The o b j e c t i v e s  
a r e :  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  impac t  o f  human p r e s e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  w i l d e r ­
n e s s ,  s c e n i c ,  and f r a g i l e  a r e a s ;  and s e c o n d l y ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d l i f e  
h a b i t a t  and e n c o u r a g e  t he  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  v i ew i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  
p a r k .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  w i l l  a l m o s t  s u r e l y  c a u s e  w i l d l i f e  t o  be 
f o r c e d  f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  back  i n t o  t he  p a r k ,  away f r om  t h o s e  who wou l d  v i ew 
i t  by f o o t .  I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  s h o u l d  have  t he  p r i v i ­
l e g e  o f  d e ny i ng  t o  o t h e r s  b e n e f i t s  wh i ch  b e l o ng  t o  e v e r y o n e .  A n o t h e r  impo r ­
t a n t  a s p e c t  i s  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  t r a f f i c  wou l d  add t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  numerous 
a i r c r a f t  t r a f f i c  in E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  a i r  
t r a f f i c ,  wou l d  become so numerous  t h a t  t h e y  wou l d  be more o b n o x i o u s  than t h e y  
a l r e a d y  a r e .  I t  w o u l d n ' t  be l ong  b e f o r e  t h ey  w o u U  become as  o b n o x i o u s  as  
m o s q u i t o s .  H e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  s o  numerous  t h a t  I can a l r e a d y  t e l l  what  
k i nd  t h ey  a r e  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  t hem.  I f e e l  a g r e e n b e l t  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  
i dea  t o  t i e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  in w i t h  t h e  b i k e  t r a i l s .  T h i s  de v e l opmen t  
wou l d  a l l o w  p e o p l e  t o  e n j o y  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  w h i l e  on t h e i r  way t o  o r  f r om 
the  E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r .  M o t o r i z e d  t r a f f i c  in t h e  g r e e n b e l t  a r e a  and 
t he  r i v e r  b o t t om s h o u l d  be o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  B e s i d e s  b e i ng  dange r o u s  t o  
t h em s e l v e s  and o b n o x i o u s  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h i s  t y pe  o f  t r a f f i c  wou l d  s e v e r e l y  
d e t r a c t  f r om  t h e  e n j o ymen t  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  Thank y ou .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank you very  much. Dave J ones .
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Dave J o n e s : My name i s  Dave J o n e s .  I am a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  H i l a n d  a r e a ,  Sou th
F o r k .  I 'm a l s o  t h e  Sou t h  F o r f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  t h e  E ag l e  R i v e r / C h u g a c h  
Boa r d  o f  P a r k s  and R e c r e a t i o n .  I 'm no t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b o a r d ,  I j u s t  men­
t i o n e d  t h a t  s o  y o u ' l l  know wher e  I 'm coming f r om .  As f a r  a s  t h e  r e s o r t  g o e s ,  
a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  I f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' v e
he a r d  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  l and s  and I f e e l  t h a t  S t a t e  P a r k s  i s  a l s o
unde r  t h a t  same g u i s e  as  a m u l t i p l e  use  f a c i l i t y .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  f a c i l i t y  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  as  t o  who can use  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and t h e  a r e a  
in t he  e a s t e r n  i n n e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a r k  and I t h i n k  t h a t  a r e s o r t  o f  t h i s  
t y p e  —  w e l l  p l a n n e d ,  wh i ch  I b e l i e v e  i t  wou l d  be w i t h  a man o f  Mr .  R o g n e r ' s  
c a l i b r e  and r e p u t a t i o n ,  and I 'm s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  p e o p l e  t h em se l v e s  w i l l  make
s u r e  t h a t  c o n t r o l  i s n ' t  l o s t  t h r o u gh  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  As f a r
as  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  i s s u e  g o e s ,  I hope t h a t  s t a t e  p a r k  p e o p l e  a r e  g o i ng  t o  t a k e  a 
l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n m un i c i p a l  p l a n .  The r e  i s  a l o t  o f  t ime  t h a t  has been pu t  
i n t o  t h a t ,  n e v e r  mind t h e  money ,  bu t  a l o t  o f  t ime  and c o n c e r n  and I n t e r e s t
and a l o t  o f  h e a r i n g s  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t ' s  gone i n t o  t h a t  p l a n  and i t
w i l l  be a r e a l  shame i f  t h a t  w a s n ' t  t a k en  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in a g r e a t  way.  
I 'm no t  g o i n g  t o  men t i on  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  I l i v e  in H i l a n d  on t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  
and I w o n ' t  men t i on  t h a t  o n e .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thanks ,  Dave .  Ron A k s am i t .

Ron A k s a m i t : My name i s  Ron A k s am i t .  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f
E a g l e  R i v e r .  I s u p p o r t  t h e  p r op o s e d  l o dge  and s k i  d e v e l o pmen t .  T h i s  d e v e l o p ­
ment  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  as  p o i n t e d  o u t  in t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  
t h a t  we re  handed o u t  t o  u s .  A l s o  I ' d  l i k e  t o  men t i o n  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  mos t  o f  
t h e  s k i  a r e a s  in t h e  w o r l d  a r e  i n s t a l l e d  in s t a t e  p a r k s ,  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,
gove r nmen t - owned  p r o p e r t i e s  be cau se  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  v e r y  f ew o f  t h e  mo u n t a i n -  
t o p s  a r e  p r i / a t e l y  owned.  Most  o f  t h a t  t y pe  o f  a r e a  i s  owned by g o v e r nmen t s ,  
n o t  o n l y  h e r e  but  in t he  l owe r  **8, in Canada ,  E u r o pe ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  w o r l d ,  so  
t h e r e f o r e  mos t  o f  t he  s k i  a r e a s  a r e  pu t  in s t a t e  p a r k s ,  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s ,
n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  I t ' s  an a c c e p t e d  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  
w o r l d .  A l s o ,  I f e e l  t h a t  t he  s t a t e  p a r k s  s h o u l d  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  a w i d e r  
g r o up  o f  p e o p l e .  R i g h t  now i t ' s  p r e t t y  much r e s t r i c t e d  as  t o  t h e  number  o f  
p e o p l e  t h a t  can u s e  i t .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  a c r e a g e  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  as 
you can s e e  by l o o k i n g  a t  t he  map,  i s  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .  Even t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  
l i s t e d  as  nor , -wi  1 d e r n e s s  a r e a ,  t he  a c c e s s  i s  q u i t e  l i m i t e d ,  so  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  n o r m a l l y  c a r r i e d  on in w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .  The r e  
have been some c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  a b ou t  w a t e r ,  s ewe r ,  l i g h t s ,  n o i s e ,  t r a n s p o r ­
t a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  I f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  d e v e l o pmen t  w i l l  t a k e  
t h e s e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I ' v e  spoken  w i t h  them ab o u t  i t .  They made good
p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  I ' v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s k i  l i f t s  w i t h  t he
company c h a t ' s  f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  l i f t s .  T h e y ' v e  i n s t a l l e d  s k i  l i f t s  in a r e a s ,  
i n . . . n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  in Canada ,  o t h e r  a r e a s  whe r e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on d i s ­
t u r b i n g  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  a r e  p r o b a b l y  more s e v e r e  t hen  a n y t h i n g  you p e o p l e  put  
on them.  They a r e  v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  and t h e y ' v e  i n s t a l l e d  l i f t s  a r ound  t he  
w o r l d .  ' i oweve r ,  s i n c e  Rogne r  i s  p r o b a b l y  n o t  g o i n g  t o  be t h e  o n l y  f i r m  
b i d d i n g  on t h i s ,  I t h i n k  a l l  o f  t he  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  have been e x p r e s s e d
b e f o r e h a n d  in v a r i o u s  o t h e r  me e t i n g s  and p r e s e n t a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be made a p a r t
o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m en t s  in c a s e  some o t h e r  f i r m  d e c i d e s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h i s ,  we a r e n ' t  
s t u c k  w i t h  s ome th i ng  t h a t  we d o n ' t  r e a l l y  wan t .  As f a r  a s  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s  in s t a t e  p a r k s  g o ,  I 'm oppos ed  t o  t h a t .  My o p p o s i t i o n  i s  p u r e l y  
p e r s o n a l .  I l i v e  in t he  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E ag l e  R i v e r .  We have  m i l i t a r y  h e l i ­
c o p t e r s  coming o v e r  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  I f i n d  t h e  n o i s e  v e r y  i r r i t a t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r



Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Ron.  D i c k  E r i c k s o n .

D i c k  E r i c k s o n : My name i s  D i c k  E r i c k s o n .  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  B i r c hwo od .  I
came t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t o  l end  s u p p o r t  t o  d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  as 
p r op o s e d  in t h e  p e r i p h e r y  a r e a s  o f  t h e  p a r k  in E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  I t h i n k  
t h i s  i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  and i t  i s  'n a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  1980  ma s t e r  p l a n .  
T h a t ' s  a l 1.

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Dave Young .

Dave Y o u n g : My name i s  Dave Young .  I am a l i f e l o n g  A l a s k a n .  I ' v e  l i v e d  on
H i l a n d  Road f o r  10 y e a r s .  I 'm c u r r e n t l y  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  Communi ty 
C o u n c i l  and I a l s o  s e r v e  as  a member o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d .  I 'm n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  b o d i e s  a l t h o u g h  I wou l d  
l i k e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  many,  many p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i t ' s  g i v e n  
me a w i de  e x p o s u r e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w p o i n t s  on t h e  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e
b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  im p o r t a n t  f o r  
e v e r y b o d y  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  f o r  t w o - a n d - a - h a 1f  y e a r s  t h a t  I ' v r  s e r v e d  on t he  
b o a r d  t h e r e  has  been n o t h i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me f r om a w i de  amount  o f  p u b l i c  
t e s t i m o n y ,  o f  s t a f f  i n p u t ,  a l o t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  b a ckg r ound  o/i t h e  s t a t e  p a r k ,
t h a t  wou l d  p r e c l u d e  t h e  t y p e s  o f  s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  t h a t  w e ' r e  s p e a k i n g  o f  in t he
p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k .  I 'm no t  j u s t  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k
d e v e l o pmen t  bu t  any  a r e a  o f  t h e  p a r k  in t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  n o n - w i l d e r n e s s
z o ne s  I f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e ,  t h a t  we c a n ' t  s e l l  o u t  t h e  p a r k  be cau s e  we 
a r e  in d i r e  e c onomi c  s t r a i t s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  bu t  t h a t  we s h o u l d  be a b l e  
t o  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  t h e s e  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  and i f  t h e y  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e ,  i f  
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  h a z a r d s  t h a t  we m i gh t  p e r c e i v e  can be 
m i t i g a t e d ,  t h en  by a l l  means i t ' s  encumbent  upc r  ; s  a s  s t ewa r d s  o f  t h a t  p u b l i c  
l and  t o  make t h e  h i g h e s t  and b e s t  use  o f  t h e  ’ * f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .  As f a r  as 
t h e  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  i . t s e l f  g o e s ,  i t  seems co t o  have a l o t  o f  m e r i t  in
e s t a b l i s h i n g  E a g l e  R i v e r / C h u g i a k  as a non - bed r uom communi t y ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o u r  
own i d e n t i t y ,  p r o v i d i n g  us w i t h  an economi c  ba se  o f  o u r  own.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
v e r y  h e a l t h y  in t h e  l o n g - t e r m  f o r  t h e  communi v ' .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  some 
s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  we ' v e  a l l  h e a r d  a b ou t  and r e ad  a b ou t  - -  s ewe r ,  w a t e r ,  
a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  been p r e t t y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e n d ,  in 
t h e i r  p r o p o s a l ,  t o  have t o  do a l o t  o f  snowmak ing.  I t h i n k  d r a i n a g e  i s  g o i ng  
t o  be v e r y  c r i t i c a l ;  i t  needs  t o  be a d d r e s s e d .  But  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  t y p e s
o f  t h i n g s  have been shown t h a t  i f  you t h r ow  enough money and s t u d y  and enough
t h o u g h t  a t  them and no t  gc h e l t e r  s k e l t e r  and j u s t  open up t h e  d o o r s  t o  the
b u l l d o z e r s  t h e y  can be m i t i g a t e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  i s  o u r  c h a r g e  i s  j u s t  t o
m i t i g a t e  and we l come t h i s  s o r t  o f  d e ve l o pmen t  w i t h  open a rms .  As f a r  as  the  
E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t ,  a l o t  o f  u s ,  I s e e  some f a c e s  in t h i s  room t h a t  I ' v e  
s e en  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  o r  n i ne  y e a r s ,  t he  g r e e n b e l t  i s  a 
d r eam come t r u e .  We saw i t  come a c o u p l e  o f  w i e k s  ago and t h e  p r ob l em  be i ng  
t h e r e  i s  no money t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  g r e e n b e l t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w i s e s t  c o u r s e  
o f  a c t i o n  f o r  us r i g h t  now wou l d  be t o  p e r h a p s ,  on an i n t e r i m  b a s i s ,  ad op t  t he  
M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  and t hen  p e r h a p s  c r e a t e  a t a s k  f o r c e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a c ommi t t e e  o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  S t a t e  P a r k  
p e r s o n n e l ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r om bo t h  t h e  Ancho r age  and t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r / C h u g i a k  
P a r k  and Rec b o a r d s  and p e r h a p s  some o f  t h e  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  communi ty t o  f l e s h  
o u t  t h a t  m a s t e r  p l a n .  My t ime  i s  up ,  I ' l l  j u s t  s a y  one mor e  t h i n g ,  h e l i c o p t e r
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t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ,  comme r c i a l  t o u r i s m  has now t a k e n  t he  number one s p o t  
in t e rms  o f  t h e i r  l e a d i n g  economi c  i n d u s t r y .  F o r  a t  l e a s t  10 o r  15 y e a r s  in 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  Ut ah commer c i a l  t o u r i s m  has been t he  number  one i n d u s t r y .  When I 
came t o  A l a s k a  12 y e a r s  ago  t o  p l a n  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  expe i  i e n c e s  in new 
p a r k s  in A l a s k a  I came h e r e  w i t h  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  someday A l a s k a  would 
be in t he  same p o s i t i o n  whe r eby  t h e i r  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  wou l d  o u t r a n k  t h e i r  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  i n d u s t r i e s  j u s t  as  i t  d i d  in my home s t a t e s  o f  C o l o r a d o  and 
Ut ah many y e a r s  a g o .  I b e l i e v e  in a p r o p o s a l  l i k e  t h i s .  I s u p p o r t  i t  and I 
r e a l l y  hope t h a t  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Thank y ou ,  Don.  Y e s .

Becky  Hans en : My name i s  Becky  Hansen and my husband has t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  I
in R i v e r v i e w  E s t a t e s  wh ich i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  s u b d i v i s i o n  t o  where  t he  r e s o r t  

be .  
a b ou t

1 i v e
p r o j e c t  i t s e l f  w i l l  
b e g i n n i n g .  I t h i n k  a b ou t  t h i n g s ,  
s k i i n g ,  you know,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
you know,  maybe on t he  dumb s i d e ,

We ' ve  been r e a l l y  e x c i t e d  a b ou t  t h i s  f r om t h e  v e r y

t h i n k  ab ou t  g o i ng  up t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a m oun t a i n  i t  s t o p s  and t h a t ' s  a b ou t  as  f a r  
a s  i t  g e t s .  I t h i n k  a b ou t  r i d i n g  a c h a i r l i f t  t o  t he  t o p  o f  t h e  moun t a i n  t h a t  
I l i v e  on wou l d  be r e a l l y  s ome th i ng  p r e t t y  s p e c i a l .  I t ' s  p r o b a b l y  on t he  
s t u p i d  s i d e  o r  s ome t h i ng  but  I 'm e x c i t e d  a b ou t  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Beck y .  Anybody e l s e ?

S c o t t  M a r t i n e z : W o u l d n ' t  i t  be b e t t e r  j u s t  t o  u s e  i t  and j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a s  i t
i s .  I mean l o o k  a t  in t h e  l owe r  4 8 .  Look  a t  i t ,  i t ' s  a l l  b e i ng  chopped away
s l o w l y  and s l o w l y ,  you know.  I t ' s  j u s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  you know.  What y o u ' v e
g o t  up h e r e ,  you know,  I come f r om t h e  E a s t ,  I ' v e  o n l y  been up h e r e  f o r  o y e a r  
bu t  hey what  do I know,  you know.  But  a l l  I know i s  ba ck  in t h a t  v a l l e y  
t h e r e ' s  s ome th i ng  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  s p e c i a l .  More p o we r f u l  t h an  a s k i  r e s o r t  and 
t h a t ' s  j u s t  what  i t  i s ,  j u s t  w i l d e r n e s s ,  j u s t  t o  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  you know,  i t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  why do p e o p l e  want  t o  c u t  c o n s t a n t l y ,  j u s t  t e a r  i t  a p a r t ,  j u s t ,  I
mean what  a r e  we g o i n g  t o  be l i k e  in t he  n e x t  100 y e a r s  j u s t  a w o r l d  o f
e l a s t i c  and cemen t .  I mean,  l e t ' s  j u s t  pu t  i t  and j u s t  l e a v e .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  
been c o n s i d e r e d  as  a p a r k ,  i t  has  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  i t  has  j u s t  p a r k  v a l u e s .  
Why c a n ' t  he j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a s  what  i t  i s .  I mean,  you know,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know as o f  s t a t e  and e c on om i c ,  I 'm o n l y  20 y e a r s  o l d ,  I 'm j u s t  g e t t i n g  o u t  in
t h i s  w o r l d ,  bu t  I l o v e  t h a t  v a l l e y ,  man.  I go back  t h e r e  and I e n j o y  j u s t
what  i t  i s  and j u s t  a s  a peace  o f  mi nd ,  t h a t ' s  what  i t  g i v e s  me,  you know.  
I ' v e  done s k i i n g  b e f o r e ,  I ' v e  s k i i e d  in t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  whe r e  t h e y  have t he  
w o r s t  s k i  r e s o r t s  t h e r e  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  be ,  you know,  j u s t  h i l l s ,  no mo u n t a i n s ,  
j u s t  r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  you know,  and you know,  l i k e  t h a t  guy j u s t  s a i d ,  C o l o r a d o ,  
Utah t h e r e  you g o t  t h i s  b i g  r e s o r t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  c o u l d  go t o  do i t ,  you know.  
You g o t  A l y e s k a .  What i f  t he  snow y o u ' d  have t o  g e t  mach i ne s  t o  go in t h i s
new r e s o r t ,  I mean new s k i  t h i n g .  Say  t h ey  d o n ' t  wo r k  and p e o p l e  d o n ' t  want
t o  go  t h e r e  be cau s e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a i n ' t  good and t h e y  s t i l l  j u s t  go t o  
A l y e s k a ,  you know.  Then you wou l d  have t h e  t h i n g  a l r e a d y  b u i l t  up t h e r e  on 
t h e  h i l l ,  you know,  and i t  j u s t ,  you know.  I d o n ' t  know.  I j u s t  t h i n k  i t  
s h o u l d  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  i s  what  my o p i n i o n  i s .

[ The mee t i ng  was a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  o f  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n  among 
P a r k s  s t a f f  and t he  p u b l i c . ]



Pau l  T o dd : Am I t he  o n l y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  who s i gn ed ?

Al  He i  n e r s  : No.

Todd : I ' l l  j u s t  t e l l  you who I am. I l i v e  in An ch o r a g e .  . . . h e l i c o p t e r
s i g h t s e e i n g .  As l ong  as  t h e y  a r e  no t  e x c e s s i v e l y  in c o n f l i c t ,  d o n ' t  become a 
p u b l i c  n u i s a n c e  o r  d e g r a de  t he  w i l d l i f e  e n v i r o n m en t ,  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  The 
r e d u c t i o n  in o i l  p r i c e s ,  the  u s e ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e ,  c a r e f u l  use  o f  p u b l i c  
l a n d s  i n  a n o n - d e g r a d i n g  way,  p r o v i d e  more t h i n g s  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  see  and do ,  
and ; r i n g  in more v i s i t o r s .  No g r e a t  e conomi c  need in t h e  communi t y .  I t h i n k  
I ' l l  j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a t  t h a t ,  g e n e r a l l y  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  h e l i c o p t e r s  s i g h t s e e i n g  
a n d . . . .  L e t  somebody e l s e  t a l k .

Al  M e i n e r s : Th an k s ,  P a u l .  Bob M i l l e r  o r  JoAnne .

Bob M i l l e r : I am Bob M i l l e r .  I 'm a l andowne r  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  p a r k  in t h e
P o t t e r  C r e e k  a r e a  o f  An cho r a g e .  My f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  i t ' s  c u s t oma r y  now in the  
c i t i e s  and in p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  in f a c t  i t ' s  p r o v i d e d  by l aw ,  t h a t  you f l a t t e n  
o u t  t he  c u r b s  so  even hand i c a pped  p e o p l e  can c r o s s  t he  s t r e e t  and p r o v i d e  an 
a b s o l u t e l y . . . s o  t h a t  h and i c a pped  p e o p l e  can have a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  
and mos t  o f  t he  a r e a s  in t h e  c i t y .  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  be o u r  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  can g e t s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  use  t h e  p a r k s  t o  t he  e x t e n t
t h a t  t h ey  c an .  I f  t h e y  a r e  h e a l t h y  and h a r d y  and can ba ckpac k  50 m i l e s  i n ,
w e l l  t h a t ' s  g r e a t .  I f  t h e y ' r e  n o t  q u i t e  so  h a r d y ,  t hen  I wou l d  s u p p o r t  t he  
h e l i c o p t e r  a c c e s s .  The management  o f  t h e  p a r k s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  up t o  
t h e  P a r k  p e o p l e .  T h e y ' r e  t h e  e x p e r t s .  Pu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  s h o u l d  be t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e ,  i s  t o  a l l o w  as  many u s e s  as  t h e y  can see  f i t  t o  a l l o w  and as  much 
a c c e s s  a s  t h ey  can p r o v i d e  so  as  many p e o p l e  as  p o s s i b l y  can g e t  an o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  t o  use  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ' c a u s e  t h a t ' s  what you c a l l  them,  you c a l l  them
p u b l i c  p a r k s .  I have  a s u p e r f i c i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  
and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a r e a l . . . .  I t  i s  a t y p i c a l  t h a t  s h o u l d  be en c ou r a ged  f o r  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  p a r k .  I t  i s  done v i r t u a l l y  in a l l  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  Rocky Moun t a i n s  pa s s  t h r o u g h  wh i ch  i s  a t y p i c a l  way t o  make u s e  o f  
t h e  p a r k s .  You j u s t  have t o  l o o k  f o r  a d e v e l o p e r .  I ' v e  h e a r d  a l i t t l e  b i t  
a b o u t  R o gn e r .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  has  some p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r e d e n t i a l s  s o  I t h i n k  
t h i s  t y pe  o f  t h i n g  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d .  We c e r t a i n l y  need t he  economic  b o o s t  
and i t  wou l d  be an a s s e t  t o  t he  communi ty  and an ec onomi c  a s s e t  t o  t he  com­
m un i t y .  I a c t u a l l y  f e e l  s t r o n g  enough a b ou t  t h i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  a day w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  come when you w i l l  p r o b a b l y  come t o  me and want  a c c e s s  t o  my p l a c e  
n e a r  y o u r  p a r k  and I wou l d  s u p p o r t  t h a t .  So I ' v e  j u s t . . . s u p p o r t s .  See 
fit....

Al Me i n e r s : Thank you,  Bob. JoAnne?
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JoAnne H i l l e r : W e i 1 my husband s a i d  j u s t  a b ou t  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  I wou l d  say
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  j u s t  a c o u p l e  o f  l i t t l e  i t em s .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  r e s o r t  
d e v e l opmen t  g i v e s  us a w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t o u r i s m  f o r  o u r  
s t a t e  and I have e v e r y  c o n f i d e n c e  in o u r  p a r k s  p e o p l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  m a s t e r  
p l a n  t o  whe r e  I t  w i l l  n o t  be n o n - c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s  l a r g e  an a r e a .  We ' r e  
t a l k i n g  ab ou t  97  a c r e s  t h i s  humongous l y  b i g  a r e a  o f  w i l d e r n e s s  and I t h i n k  i t  
wou l d  be w o n d e r f u l  f o r  us t o  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e  t h i s  p a r k  and ge t -  p e o p l e  in i t .
I t h i n k  a c c e s s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n e eded .  T h i r t y  y e a r s  ago when I came t o  A l a s k a  I 
c o u l d  h i k e  a l l  o v e r  t h e s e  mo un t a i n s  up and down and a l l  da y  l ong  and then 
some.  But I c a n ' t  do t h a t  anymo r e .  I go  o u t . . . I  c a n ' t  ever ;  s k i  t h a t  w e l l  
anymo r e .  So t h e s e  a c c e s s e s  i n t o  t h e s e  p a r k s  a r e  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  t o  me.  I 
wou l d  a l s o  s u p p o r t  a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  in t h e  a r e a  in wh i ch  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t .  I f  you a r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one l a n d i n g  s i t e .  I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  we want  
s e v e r a l  l a n d i n g  s i t e s  in t h e r e .  I f  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  one t h a t  wou l d  
o v e r l o o k  Ancho r age  and E a g l e  R i v e r  whe r e  t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  can g e t  o u t  o f  t he  
h e l i c o p t e r  and l o o k  a r ound  and t a k e  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  i n . o n e  d e s i g n a t e d  s p o t  and 
we J r e  n o t  c h op p i n g ,  mak ing n o i s e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v a l l e y ,  t h en  I 
wou l d  s u p p o r t  t h a t .  We ' ve  l anded  h e l i c o p t e r s  on o u r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  y e a r s  and 
y e a r s  and i t  d o e s n ' t  d i s t u r b  the  w i l d l i f e .  You can l and  up t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  
t imes  a day and then t u r n  a r ound  t h e  n e x t  day and t h e  a n im a l s  a r e  b a c k .  So 
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a  so  i f  t h e  a n im a l s  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  a r e a  
can s t i l l  have enough w i l d e r n e s s  t o  go t o  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be d i s t u r b e d  by
t h e  c h o p p e r s . .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  w i t h  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t  a r e a ,  I t h i n k
t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  has d o n e .  I t h i n k  in 
t ime  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  a r e a  
f o r  us and o u r  c h i l d r e n  and o u r  g r  - c h i l d r e n  t h i s  c l o s e  t o  Ancho r ag e  and
a g a i n  I wou l d l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t  t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  m a s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h a t  w i t h  the
p r e s e n t  a c c e s s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  now.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  even  see them 
pe r h a p s  expand t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n t h i s  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a d d r e s s  t he  
d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a way t o  make d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  
g r oup s  c o m p a t i b l e  bu t  you d o n ' t  want  t h e  h i k i n g  t r a i l s  used f o r  h o r s e  t r a i l s
o r  sn owmach i ne s . But  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l a r g e  enough a r e a  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  o v e r  a
p e r i o d  o f  t ime maybe you d o n ' t  have t he  money t o  do i t  a l l  a t  one  t ime  bu t  you
s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e .  Most  h i k e r s  t h a t  come in o r  h o r s e r i d e r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o
be in t he  summer ,  the  snowmach i ne r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be w i n t e r .  He re  a g a i n  l e t ' s  
d o n ' t  o p e n - u p  o u r  e n t i r e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o i s e ,  bu t  l e t ' s  have some 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  p a r k s  a r e  f o r  any  one  g r o u p .  I t h i n k  we
s h o u l d  t r y  t o  r e a ch  a compromi se  s o  t h a t  a l l  g r o u p s  a r e  accommodated t o  use
p u b l i c  l a n d s .  B a s i c a l l y  t h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s ; Thank y o u ,  J oAnne .  J o s e  V i c e n t e ?

J o s e  V i c e n t e : I a l s o  want  t o  show my s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p men t .  I
s h a r e  t h e  comments t h a t  we r e  made b e f o r e  me.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s o r t  i s
p e r f e c t l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t he  a r r -  s o  l ong  as  i t . . . t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  S imp l y  t h a t  I f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g . . . .  I am s u r e  
t he  r e s o r t  i s  v e r y  much needed f o r  t he  r e s i d e n t s  no t  o n l y  in Ancho r age  but  
a l s o  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  has  t o  open i t s e l f  t o  ec onomi c  
d i v e r s i t y .  We ' ve  t o o  much t o  depend on t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y  and t o u r i s m  can be 
r e a l l y  one a c t i v i t y  t h a t  can be r e a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  A p p a r e n t l y  
t h e r e  i s  a d e v e l o p e r  t h a t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  commit  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in the  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s o r t  t y p i c a l l y  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  and o t h e r  
n a t i o n s  t h a t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  f i n a n c e d  and c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  gove r nmen t  v e r y  
w i l l i n g l y  and I am r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  a d e v e l o p e r  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  spend
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m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y .  As f a r  as  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n ­
b e l t  I- know a l i t t l e  b i t  ab ou t  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  and a b ou t  the  t r a i l s .  I e n c o u r ­
age  you n o t  t o  n o t  t o  a d o p t ,  f o r  t he  s t a t e  n o t  t o  a d o p t ,  t h e  t r a i l  p l a n  as  i t  
i s .  I f e e l  t h a t  r e v i s i o n s  s h o u l d  be made b e f o r e  t he  s t a t e  we r e  t o  a d op t  i t .
I b e l i e v e  t h e  s t ud y  when i t  was c omp l e t e d  d i d  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
e v e n t s  t h a t  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  now,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t he  r e s o r t .  A l s o  s u b d i v i s i o n  has 
r e c e i v e d  o r d i n a r y  a p p r o v a l  f o r  E k l u t n a .  S e v e r a l  t h i n g s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  t h e r e  
t h a t  s h o u l d  b e . . . t h e  t r a i l  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  t a k en  as  i t ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I 
a l s o  do  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  l o ­
c a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t r a i l s ,  m a i n l y  t he  a r e a s  t h a t  have  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t h i n k  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  
p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be p a ved .  Why be paved?  I do n o t  s h a r e  
t h a t  v i ew  w i t h  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  Some t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be g r a v e l  and o t h e r s  j u s t  
. . . f o r  t he  p a r k s  as  t h e y  a r e .  S h ou l d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  go t h e r e  and chop t r e e s  
and pave  i t .  So I wou l d  say  l o o k  a t  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  r e v i s e  i t  and have p u b i i c  
h e a r i n g s  f o r  someone who d i d n ' t  t a l k .  As f a r  a s  t h e  c ommer c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  
o p e r a t i o n s  I have no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  l a n d i n g s  in a s t a t e  p a r k .  I t h i n k  t h a t  you 
s h o u l d  n o t  have  them a l l  o v e r  bu t  I t h i n k  you c o u l d  have a f ew s p o t s  where  
t h e y  c o u l d  o c c u r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  on t he  one t h a t  was men t i o n e d  t h a t  has  t h e  
v i ew  o f  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  and An cho r ag e .  We c a u t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  may be ,  I d o n ' t  
know,  t h e r e  may be a c o n f l i c t  be tween t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e  and t he  s k i  s l o p e s  
f o r  t h e  r e s o r t .  I wou l d  a s k  t h a t  t h a t  be r e v i ewed  c a r e f u l l y  and p r o b a b l y  
common u s e  f o r  i t .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Geo rge  Brown.

Geo rge  B r own : I 'm no t  a r e s i d e n t  o f  Ancho r age  and I d o n ' t  w i s h  t o  sound l i k e
Me r i e  Candy o r  Sandy C r aw f o r d  but  I have  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  w h a t ' s  been s a i d  t hus  
f a r  t o n i g h t .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h e  p a r k  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t he  
p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i s  be i ng  r e q u e s t e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a r e s o r t  i s  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  and in a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  I c o n c u r  w i t h  w h a t ' s  been s a i d  a b ou t  
t h e  economy .  We a l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  what  i t  was and c e r t a i n l y  in t h e  
v a l l e y  when d e v e l o p i n g - t h e  t o u r i s m  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a 
number  o f  p e o p l e  emp l o yed  d u r i n g  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ph a s e  i s  p e r t i n e n t  and I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  was in t h e  f i r s t  mee t i ng  a s t a t i s t i c  o f  s ome t h i ng  l i k e  2 , 0 0 0  
p e rmanen t  emp l o y e e s  wou l d  r e s u l t  once  t h e  r e s o r t  was o p e r a t i o n a l .  Tha t  s t r u c k  
a r e a l  n o t e  w i t h  me.  Not  t o  d i g r e s s ,  bu t  a s h o r t  t ime  ago we had a p o s i t i o n  
open f o r  a wa r e h ou s e .  I pu t  t h e  ad in t h e  p a p e r .  I t  was a l m o s t  a m i s t a k e .  
In two d a y s '  t ime  I had a b ou t  80 p e o p l e  c a l l i n g  and t h e y  we r e  i n  v a r i o u s  
t r a d e s ,  p e o p l e  t h a t ,  i t  r e a l l y  h u r t  t o  t a l k  t o  them be cau s e  t h ey  we r e  t r y i n g  
t o  f e e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and I s ee  a v a l u e  in t h a t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  
D r .  R o g n e r ' s  r e s o r t .  And I t o o  t h i n k  t he  s t a t e  w i l l  do a good j o b  o f  r e g u l a t ­
i ng t he  d e v e l o pm en t .  And o f  c o u r s e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  wou l d  be an a b s o l u t e  
n e c e s s i t y .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have  much t o  s a y  ab ou t  t h e  g r e e n b e l t . . . .  I f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  de ve l opmen t  o f  t h a t  wou l d  be a good t h i n g  as  w e l l .  H e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s  I f e e l  t h a t  as  l ong  t h a t  was r e g u l a t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  on t he  p e r i p h ­
e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no harm in t h a t .  I wou l d  no t  want  
t o  s e e  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Y ou ' d  have  
someone t h a t  has  h i k e d  in t h e r e  and t h e i r  30 m i l e s  in and t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  one  w i t h  n a t u r e  and a l l  o f  a sudden h e r e  comes t h e  c h o p p e r .  I 
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s ee  t h a t  happen bu t  I can c e r t a i n l y  s e e  an a d va n t a g e  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  t he  s e r v i c e  t h a t  wou l d  be t h e r e  f o r  t h e  t o u r i s t s  and f o r  t h o s e  o f  us 
t h a t  l i v e  t h e r e  t h a t  may no t  be a m b i t i o u s  enough t o  c l im b  t h e  moun t a i n  but



l a n d i n g s ,  ! am ad aman t l y  oppos ed  t o  them.  I d o n ' t  s ee  any  ad van t a ge  t o  t he  
s t a t e  p a r k  f r om an economi c  s t a n d p o i n t  and I s e e  l o t s  o f  d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  
T h e y ' v e  o f f e r e d  us n o t h i n g  in p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o i ng  t o  do
a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  p a r k ,  i t ' s  a l ’ gimme,  gimme,  gimme,  p l u s  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r
t h i n g s  y o u ' v e  a l r e a d y  h e a r d  a b o u t ,  so  I 'm a d am an t l y  oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r
l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k .

Al  M e i n e r s . Thanks ,  Dave .  John Pe ck .

J ohn P e c k : I used t o  t a 1k a l o t ,  t o o ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know wh e t h e r  I can o u t d o  you
t o n i g h t .  Hy name i s  John Pe ck .  I 'm a 17 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r
a r e a .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  on two t h i n g s ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l opmen t  and 
t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  and i f  I have t ime  l e f t  I ' l l  make one  s h o r t  comment on h e l i c o p ­
t e r s .  In r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  me t h a t  bo t h  f r om an
economi c  and an e n v i r o n m en t a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i t  seoms t o  be v e r y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  and t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n  o f  t h e  p a r k .  A l l  t h e  maps t h a t  
I ' v e  s e en ,  and a g a i n ,  t h i s  map on t h e  w a l l  t o n i g h t ,  shows t h a t  i t  d o e s n ' t
a p pe a r  t o  be i n f r i n g i n g  o r  even coming c l o s e  t o  any  o f  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  o f  
t h e  p a r k  where  t h e r e  mi gh t  be a p r o b l em .  And l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  gen t l eman  s a i d  
e a r l i e r  t o n i g h t ,  mos t  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a s  in N o r t h  Ame r i ca  o r  any  o f  them t h a t  
I ' v e  been t o  in No r t h  Ame r i c a ,  a r e  a l m o s t  a l l  in s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  o r  
f o r e s t s .  Ve r y  f ew o f  them,  in f a c t  I d o n ' t  know any  t h a t  I ' v e  e v e r  been t o ,  
i s  on p r i v a t e  l a n d .  So ,  I f e e l  d e v e l o p i n g  s ome t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  in o u r  s t a t e  
p a r k ,  on t he  f r i n g e s  whe r e  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  up a g a i n s t  t h e  edge  o f  one  o f  o u r  
c ommun i t i e s ,  and i t ' s  no t  r e a l l y  i n f r i n g i n g  upon w i l d e r n e s s ,  i t ' s  s ome th i ng  
t h a t  we can and s h o u l d  be d o i n g .  As f a r  a s  an e c onomi c  v i e w p o i n t ,  i t h i n k  t he  
Rogne r  de ve l o pmen t  company has r e a l l y  done t h e i r  homework .  E v e r y  h e a r i n g  t h a t  
I ' v e  been t o  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  made any p r o p o s a l s ,  ’ t  seems t o  be r e a l l y  up and 
above  bo a r d  and w e l l  t h ou g h t  o u t ,  much more t h o ug h t  o u t  t h en  a l o t  o f  p l a n s  
I ' v e  seen f r om a l o t  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  h e a r i n g s  and t r y i n g  t o  
d e v e l o p  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  T h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n  I am f o r .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h e  s t a t e  wou l d  i s s u e  a n o t i c e  a s k i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  mo r e  o r  l e s s  submi t  t h e i r  
p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a l e a s e  o f  s k i  r e s o r t s  so  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  
c ompan i e s  wan t i n ' - L? make a l a s t  m i nu t e  p i t c h  and b e f o r e  I wou l d  s a y  I ' d  want  
a n o t h e r  company in t h e i r  I ' d  l i k e  t o  cee t h e i r  p r o p o s a l s  i n  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  
t o o ,  and go t h r ou g h  t h e  same t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  Rogne r  p e o p l e  a r e  g o i ng  t h r o u gh  
and show us what  t h e y  wou l d  p l a n  t o  do i f  t h e r e  was somebody t h a t  wanted t o  go 
t h r o u gh  t h a t  p r o c e s s .  I a l s o  f e e l  l i k e  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  be d r a g g i n g  t h e i r  
f e e t  and muddying up t h e  w a t e r s  by chang i ng  t h e  r u l e s .  T h i s  man has gone
t h r o u g h  a l o t  and has s p en t  a l o t  o f  h i s  own money t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  m a s t e r  p l a n
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  he was g i v e n  and i f  you go and change  t h e  r u l e s  in
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r o ad  I w o u l d n ' t  b l ame him i f  he j u s t  p i c k e d  up t he  r e s t  o f
h i s  c h i p s  and s a i d ,  "Hey ,  e n o ug h ' s  e n o u g h . "  I t h i n k  he wou l d  be t o t a l l y  
j u s t i f i e d .  T h a t ' s  ab ou t  a l l  I g o t  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  About  t h e  
g r e e n b e l t ,  we s h o u l d  have done i t  20 y e a r s  a g o .  I wou l d  have  been r i d i n g  my 
b i k e  on i t  a l ong  t ime  ag o .  I t h i n k  we need b i k e  p a t h s  in i t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  
b i k e  p a t h s  t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  o f  i t  on bo t h  s i d e s .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  see p a r k i n g  
in i t ,  but  r a t h e r  t han  two o r  t h r e e  l a r g e  p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,  I wou l d  r a t h e r  s e e  a 
l o t  o f  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  up and down bo t h  s i d e s  whe r e  you have  l e s s  p a r k i n g  and i t  
wou l d make l e s s  impact  on each i n d i v i d u a l  l i t t l e  i s o l a t e d  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  
I n s t e a d  o f  one  end o f  town t a k i n g  a l l  t he  abuse  o f  h a v i n g  hund r ed s  o f  c a r s  on 
a b u s y . . . coming i n t o  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  l e t ' s  s c a t t e r  i t  o u t  i f  we can whe r e  
t h e r e  i s  maybe s i x ,  e i g h t  o r  t en  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  up and down t h e  s i d e s  where  you 
can g e t  in and o u t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  and I t h i n k  t h a t  s h o u l d  be done on bo t h
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s i d e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Okay ,  I ' l l  make i t  s h o r t  on t he  
h e l i c o p t e r s .  Dea t h  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ;  I t h i n k  i t s  a r e a l  s a f e t y  p r o b l em .  I 
wou l d  n o t  be oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in an a r e a  away f r om  r e s i d e n t s  so 
we d o n ' t  have  t he  n o i s e  p r o b l em  and i f  a s e t  o f  r u l e s  t h a t  wou l d  be d e v e l o p e d  
f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  r u n n i ng  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  f l i g h t s  in r e g a r d s  t o  s a f e t y .  I f  s a f e t y  
p e r s o n n e l ,  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  s k i e r s ,  no t  g o i n g  in d u r i n g  h i gh  a v a l a n c h e  t im e s ,  
e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  be v e r y  s t r i c t ,  v e r y  r i g i d ’ and no s econd 
c h a n c e s .

Al  M e i n e r s : T han k s ,  J o hn .  R. C.  J o hn s o n .

R.  C. J o h n s o n : [ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]  w i l d l i f e  wou l d  be p r a c t i c a l l y  n i l .  A l s o ,
t h e r e  seems t o  be no n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m en t a l  p r o b l e m s .  The o v e r r i d i n g  pu r p o s e  
o f  a p a r k  s h o u l d  be f o r  t h e  e n j o ymen t  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  us e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  
T h i s  s k i  r e s o r t  w i l l  g r e a t l y  enhance  t h e  p u b l i c  use  o f  t h i s  p a r k .  And I ' l l  
make mine s h o r t  and make up f o r  t h e  o v e r r u n s .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Rosema r y  J o h n s o n .

Rosema ry  J o h n s o n : My name i s  Rosema ry  J o h n s o n .  I l i v e  on t h e  n o r t h ,  sunny
s i d e  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r .  I ' n. s p e a k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f  and f a m i l y  members .  I f e e l  
E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t  wh i ch i n c l u d e s  
u s i n g  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  f o r  t h e  s k i  r u n s .  The d e v e l o p e r  s h o u l d  be 
t o t a l l y  f r e e  t o  c h oo s e  t he  a r e a  whe r e  he want s  t o  d e v e l o p .  He must  l o o k  a t  an 
a r e a  w i t h  t h e  mos t  chance  o f  b e i ng  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  d e v e l o pm en t .  No one  can 
spend $ 1 7 0  m i l l i o n  j u s t  f o r  t h e  f un  o f  i t .  My f a m i l y  has  l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  
36 y e a r s .  We ' ve  wa t ched t he  a r e a  o f  a b ou t  40  d w e l l i n g s  g r a d u a l l y  grow i n t o  a 
t own .  I f e e l  an a r e a  has two c h o i c e s  —  e i t h e r  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r ow o r  d i e .  Our  
town must  c o n t i n u e  i t s  g r owt h  t o  r ema i n  v i b r a n t  and a l i v e .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  
a p p e a r s  t o  be j u s t  what  t h e  d o c t o r  o r d e r e d .  I f e e l  t h e  b i g g e s t  a d v a n t a g e  o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  i t ' s  w e a t h e r .  We d o n ' t  have  t h e  wi nds  t h a t  Ancho r ag e  and t he  
Ma tanuska  V a l l e y  h a ve .  Our  s even  A l a s k a - b o r n  c h i l d r e n  and s e ven  A l a s k a - b o r n  
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a l l  l i k e  t o  s k i .  I t  w i l l  be wonde r f u ' .  t o  have a l o c a l  r e s o r t  
a r e a  whe r e  t h ey  have  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  s p o r t .  I t  a l s o  has e a s y  a c c e s s  f o r  
Ancho r age  t o u r i s t s  and r e s i d e n t s  t o  u t i l i z e .  Many p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
who wo r k  f o r  a l i v i n g ,  do n o t  have enough s p a r e  t ime  t o  d r i v e  t o  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  
o r  Gi rdwood t o  s k i .  We have no t  f ound  anyone  l o c a l l y  who o p po s e s  t h e  r e s o r t .  
Even i f  t h e  economy was e x c e l l e n t ,  I ' d  s t i l l  be p o s i t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  p r op o s e d  
r e s o r t  b e i n g  a mos t  d e s i r a b l e  l o c a l  u n d e r t a k i n g .  As f o r  a n i m a l s ,  we l i v e  
w i t h i n  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  o f  downtown E a g l e  R i v e r .  Moose d e m o l i s h  o u r  g a r d e n  and 
t r e e s  a n n u a l l y .  The moose c a l f  i s  s t i l l  in o u r  g a r de n  and f l o w e r  b e d s .  We 
f i n d  moose d r o p p i n g s  on o u r  c o n c r e t e  p o r c h .  The moose and o t h e r  a n im a l s  have 
a 5 0 0 , 000+ a c r e  s t a t e  p a r k  t o  wande r  in p l u s  e v e r y o n e ' s  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  i f  
t h ey  a r e  s o  i n c l i n e d .  I t ' s  h i gh  t ime  we s p en t  some t ime  c o n s i d e r i n g  t he  human 
p o p u l a t i o n  and how t o  keep t he  humans w e l l ,  happy and in t o p n o t c h  p h y s i c a l  
s h ap e .  Ac c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l o c a l  TV news ,  even  o u r  y o u n g s t e r s  a r e  t o o  f a t .  In 
r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  t h e  3 ,5 00  a c r e  g r e e n b e l t ,  a l r e a d y  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a p p r o v e d ,  a d j o i n s  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t .  W i t h  t he  d e v e l o pmen t  in t h e  L i o n ' s  P a r k ,  
E a g l e  R i v e r  has a l r e a d y  become t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  f o r  t he  wh o l e  Ancho r age  a r e a .  
I f  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  f i n d s  a d e v e l o p e r  who wan t s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  
The c o m p e t i t i o n  wou l d  be good and t h a t  wou l d  a l s o  g i v e  t he  Mat V a l l e y  a good 
p l a c e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  c l o s e r  t o  t h e i r  homes .  But  i f  D r .  Rogne r  wan t s  t o  
d e v e l o p  in E a g l e  R i v e r ,  we c e r t a i n l y  s t a n d  beh i nd  h i s  c h o i s e .  T h a t ' s  i t .
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r • • V " ' ' '' ' <;r. ■ ■Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  Ro s ema r y .  M i c hae l  K i n g .

Mi chae l  K i n g : My name i s  Mike K i n g .  I j u s t  r e p r e s e n t  m y s e l f .  I see a
m a j o r i t y  o f  f o l k s  s a y i n g  t i l i n g s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  how t h i s  p u z z l e  f i t s  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t h i n g s  on t he  map.  I 'm a f a i r l y  a c t i v e  
c l i m b e r  and you have  t o  go t h r o u gh  t h a t  a r e a  t o  g e t  t o  some o f  t he  peaks  back 
t h e r e  and t h e  snow c o n d i t i o n s  where  t h e y  want  t o  pu t  t he  s k i  l i f t s  a r e  n o t  
v e r y  go od .  You have  t o  make a l o t  o f  manmade snow and I 'm no t  s u r e  t h a t  
'■i.ople wou l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  make t h a t  r e s o r t  as s u c c e s s f u l  an o p e r a t i o n  as  i t  

, g h t  be a p p l i e d  f r om  h a v i n g  t h e  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  p u z z l e  pu t  t o g e t h e r .  As f a r  as 
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n  as  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  i s  oppo s ed  t o  them so
am I .  And as  f a r  a s  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  I t h i n k  a t r a i l  wou l d  be n i c e  bu t  I
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s e e  i t  opened i n t o  s ome t h i n g  t h a t  wou l d  have  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
f o r  t h ou s and s  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  have no mor e  c a r s  in any  p a r k i n g  l o t  a s  t h e  
v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  down t h e r e  a l r e a d y  h a s .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s ; Thank y ou .  L o t t i  McCubbin .

L o t t i  McCubb i n : I 'm L o t t i  McCubbin .  I l i v e  in t h e  u ppe r  F i r e  Lake  a r e a .  I
am a r e s i d e n t  in t h i s  a r e a  f o r  25 y e a r s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  t he  d e v e l o p e r  
t a k e s  c a r e  o f  a l l  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  t h a t  c o u l d  a r i s e ,  p r o v i d e d  he
comes up and makes a g o o d ,  sound de ve l o pmen t  and p r o v i d e d  t h e  p e o p l e  in Sou t h  
F o r k  have no o b j e c t i o n s  and as  much as  s t a y  o u t . . . t o  i t ,  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be 
an e x c e l l e n t  d e v e l o pm en t .  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be g r e a t  f o r  t h e  economy o f  t h i s  
e n t i r e  a r e a  and I a g r e e  t h a t  mos t  l a r g e  s k i  r e s o r t s  a r e  e i t h e r  on s t a t e  o r  
f e d e r a l  p r o p e r t y .  So I d o n ' t  s e e  why we s h o u l d  be any  d i f f e r e n t .  I 'm opposed  
t o  c l o s i n g  and l o c k i n g  up t h a t  p^ r k  f o r  j u s t  a f ew h a r d y  s o u l s .  I 'm a c r o s s ­
c o u n t r y  s k i e r  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s ee  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o p e d  and I hope t h a t  
t he  P e t e r s  C r e e k  g r e e n b e l t  w i l l  be so on  d e v e l o p e d  as  w e l l .  I am w i t h  t h a t  
communi t y c o u n c i l  o u t  t h e r e  bu t  I 'm no t  s p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u n c i l  h e r e  t o n i g h t .
I a l s o  wou l d  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you t h a t  you have  f i n a l l y  come f o rw rd and 
s a i d  t he  o u t s i d e  edges  o f  t he  p a r k  s h o u l d  be opened up mor e  and I hope you 
w i l l  go ahead and do t h a t .  My husband and I q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  e n j o y  h i k i n g  up 
a t  Upper  Hu f fman ,  DeArmoun and t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e  and we f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  
v e r t a i n l y  needs  t r a i l h e a d s  o f  t h a t  m a g n i t u d e .  As f a r  a s  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  
c o n c e r n e d ,  I am oppos ed  t o  them r e g a r d i n g  s k i i n g  w i t h  h e l i c o p t e r s  be cau se  I 
t*Mnk t h e  a v a l a n c h e  d a ng e r  i s  t o o  g r e a t .  I c o u l d  s e e  i t  on a v e r y  l i m i t e d  and
e x p e r im e n t a l  b a s i s  f o r  s i g h t s e e i n g  i n t o  s c e n i c  a r e a s .  Tha t  wou l d  have t o  be
v e r y  s t r i c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : V i n c e  V i t a l e .

V i n c e  V i t a l e ; Thank y o u .  I am a 15 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and I 'm he r e  
t o n i g h t  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C h u g i a k - E a g 1e R i v e r  Chamber o f  Commerce .  The Chamber 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  e n d o r s e s  t he  p r op o s e d  change  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  We 
f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  im p o r t a n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  i t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
t h e  l o n g - t e rm  use  o f  t h e  p a r k  and w i l l  n o t  imp a i r  e i t h e r  w i l d l i f e  o r  t h e  more 
a d ven t u r e s ome  p e o p l e s '  us e  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Se cond ,  t h e  k i n d s  o f  j o b s  t h a t  a r e
c r e a t e d  a r e  impoi t a n t  t o  t he  communi t y  in t h a t  once  t h e  p l a n  i s  o p e r a t i n g ,
y o u ' l l  have e v e r y t h i n g  f r om  e n t r y - l e v e l  j o b s  wh i ch  wou l d  be good f o r  t h o s e  
k i d s  j u s t  l e a v i n g  s c h o o l ,  t o  l o n g - t e r m  c a r e e r - t y p e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b l e  
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t o  s t a y  c l o s e  t o  home wh i ch  i s  one  o f  o u r  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l s  f o r  
t he  communi t y ,  t o  have enough j o b s  und enough a c t i v i t i e s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and 
o t h e r w i s e  s o  t h e  p e o p l e  can s t a y  ba sed  h e r e ,  n o t  ha ve  t o  commute i n t o
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Ancho r a g e .  We a l s o  a r e  r e a l  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o v e rwhe lm i ng  s u p p o r t  in the  
communi ty  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  One o f  o u r  c om m i t t e e s ,  t h e  Economic  Deve l opmen t  
Commi t t e e ,  has  been u n d e r g o i n g  a s u r v e y .  O f  t h e  *»00 h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  a r e  be i ng  
q u e s t i o n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  no t  a l l  t h e  numbers  a r e  in y e t ,  s ome th i ng  c l o s e  t o  86% 
have answe r ed  y e s  t o  t he  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n ,  wh i ch was ,  "Do  you f a v o r  the  
d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t y  in E a g l e  R i v e r ? "  And a l t h o u g h  
t he  q u e s t i o n  d o e s n ' t  s p e c i f y  t h i s  p l a n ,  t h e  p l a n  has such w i d e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  
and knowl edge  in t h e  communi t y  t h a t  i t ' s  c l e a r  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e
s a y i n g  yes  t o  t h i s  d e v e l o p me n t .  We a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  de ve l o pmen t  o f  the
p a r k  w i l l  enhance  t h e  b u s i n e s s  communi t y  d u r i n g  t h e  t y p i c a l l y  s l o w e r  w i n t e r
months  f o r  a l l  t h e  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s .  W h i l e  mak ing o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t he  a r e a  more
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer .  O b v i o u s l y  i t  w o n ' t  be used f o r  s k i  
a c t i v i t i e s  bu t  w i l l  be u s a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  much l i k e  p o r t i o n s  o f  
A l y e s k a  a r e  now used even  in t h e  o f f - s e a s o n .  T h a t ' s  good be cau s e  t h i s  i s  a 
f a m i l y  c ommun i t y ,  w e ' v e  l o t s  o f  y o u n g s t e r s ,  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  make i t  l e s s  e x pen ­
s i v e  f o r  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  t o  s t a y  t o g e t h e r  on f a m i l y - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  and in 
t h a t  s e n s e  w i l l  enhance  f a m i l y  l i f e  wh i ch i s  s ome t h i n g  w e ' r e  v e r y  c o nce r n ed  
a b o u t .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g  e f f o r t  t o  make an o r d e r l y  d e v e l o p ­
ment o f  t h e  a r e a  and we f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  e f f o r t  ough t  t o  be s u p p o r t e d  w h o l e ­
h e a r t e d l y .  We j o i n  w i t h  t h o s e  who have  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  c o n c e r n  t h a .  t h e  d e v e l ­
o p e r  needs  t o  be g i v e n  one s e t  o f  r u l e s  on wh i ch  he can depend now,  n e x t  y e a r  
and 10 y e a r s  f r om  now.  F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  ec onomi c  a r gumen t ,  i t s  been s u gg e s t e d  
t h a t  t he  j o b s  a r e  r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  b e cau s e  t h e  e c onomy ' s  in bad s hape .  T h a t ' s  
t r u e ,  bu t  i t ' s  a l s o  i r r e l e v a n t  b e cau se  t h i s  p l a n  makes s e n s e  i f  t h e  economy 
was in g r e a t  s h a p e .  And I 'm n o t  b e i n g  d ependen t  on wh e t h e r  we need t h e  money 
o r  n o t ,  t h i s  p l a n  j u s t  makes s e n s e  un d e r  any s c e n a r i o .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : D i c k  8 r own .

D i c k  B r own : I 'm D i c k  Brown .  I 'm  a 20  y e a r  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t  and a 13 y e a r
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  p r e f a c e  my r ema r k s  by s a y i n g  t h a t  I 
p r esume t h a t  t h e  w a t e r s h e d s  w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d  and o b v i o u s l y  t h e r e  i s  a d equa t e  
e x i s t e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  I ' d  
a l s o  t o  p r e f a c e  my r ema r k s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  j u s t  a s k i  r e s o r t  t h a t  we a r e  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  bu t  a y e a r - r o u n d  f a c i l i t y .  I wou l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  p r i v a t e  
f u n d i n g  o f • r e c r e a t i o n a 1 u s e s  f o r  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  bu t  I wou l d  a l s o  c a u t i o n  
t h e y  s h o u l d  be t i g h t l y  managed .  The i n i t i a l  d r aw i ng s  o f  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t he  
p a r k  a p p e a r  t o  be somewhat  a r b i t r a r y  in t h a t  t h e r e  we r e  r e c o g n i t i o n s  o f  the 
f a c t  t h a t  n a t i v e  l and  c l a i m  s e t t l e m e n t s  we r e  g o i n g  t o  impac t ,  as  f a r  as 
p r o v i d i n g  i n - r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  p a r k  s y s t em i t s e l f  and a l l ,  bu t  n o t  a l o t  o f  
c omp r e h e n s i v e  p l a n n i n g  went  i n t o  d e t e r m i n i n g  how the  p u b l i c  was g o i n g  t o  g a i n  
a c c e s s  as  f a r  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k .  We have seen t h i n g s  
o c c u r  o v e r  t he  y e a r s  whe r e  t a x  d o l l a r s  have been used in b o t h  a c t u a l  p u r c h a s e s  
in o r d e r  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  p a r k ,  no t  o n l y  in t h i s  p a r k  but  in o t h e r  
a r e a s .  I know homeowners  t h a t  have been a p p r o a c hed  r e l a t i v e  t o  g i v i n g  up a
p a r c e l  o f  l and  f o r  sums o f  money j u s t  t o  g e t  p a r k i n g  a r e a s  in o r d e r  t o  a c ce s s
a f a c i l i t y  t h a t  i s  suppo sed  t o  be t h e r e  f o r  t he  g e n e r a l  us e  o f  t he  p u b l i c .
And t h a t  seems t o  be somewhat  c a p r i c i o u s  use  o f  p u b l i c  f und s  when i t  r e a l l y
i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r y .  I t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  make a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  where  t h a t  p a r k  
b o un da r y  i s  d r awn ,  t h e i r  t o p o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  have  and c o u l d  have
been t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  bu t  by t h e  same t o k en  i t ' s  o n l y  as  good as  the
u s e  t h a t  can oe made o f  i t .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  up t h e  f a c t  I have the  
a d v an t a g e  o f  h a v i ng  v i s i t e d  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  and used r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  in I t a l y ,  C o r t e d e n a p a z o ,  where  t h e  p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s  was
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p r o t e c t e d .  At t h e  same t ime  t h a t  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t o  i n c l u d e  even O l ymp i c  
c l a s s -  f a c i l i t i e s ,  we r e  d e v e l o p e d .  I t  can be done .  A l s o  in Eu r o pe ,  West  
Germany and i n  S o u t h e r n  F r a n c e .  The r e  you d o n ' t  s ee  t he  t r a s h i n g  t h a t  you see  
in t h e  s t a t e .  M a i n t a i n e d  f a c i l i t i e s  h e r e  in t he  R u s s i a n  R i v e r  Campground o r  
in t h e  p r i v a t e  a c c e s s  l and s  t h a t  b o r d e r  C r oo ked  C r e e k .  I t  d o e s n ' t  have t o  be 
t h a t  way.  The o n l y  t . i i ng  t h a t  I wo. Id s u g ge s t  i s  t h a t  some compan i on l e g i s ­
l a t i o n  needs  t o  be i n t r o d u c e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  t o  i n s u r e  some e n f o r c e a b l e  l aws 
and t hen  who ' s  g o i ng  t o  pay f o r  t h a t  e n f o r c em en t ?  I s  t h i s  s ome th i ng  t h a t ' s  
g o i n g  t o  be cha r g ed  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  o r  i s  i t  s ome th i ng  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  l o s t  h a l f  o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h  a l r e a d y  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  a f o r c e d  
a t t r i t i o n  o r  p e o p l e  a r e  j u s t  a b s o l u t e l y  q u i t t i n g  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  
g o i n g  t o  have  a j o b  n e x t  month o r  n e x t  y e a r .  So how i s  t h e  e n f o r c em en t  
supposed  t o  t a k e  p l a c e ?  Who ' s  g o i n g  t o  h a n d l e  i t ?  A l a s k a n s  d o n ' t  seem t o  
p o l i c e  t h em s e l v e s  v e r y  w e l l  when i t  comes t o  t r a s h  and r e f u s e  and j u n k e d  
e v e r y t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  an imp o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  I t  as  f a r  a s  t h a t  f a c i l i t y  b e i ng  in 
t h i s  communi ty  o r  any o t h e r  communi t y .  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  f o r g e t  them.

Al  M e i n e r s : Thanks ,  D i c k .  R i c h a r d  R o d r i q u e z .

R i c h a r d  R o d r i q u e z ; My name i s  R i c h a r d  R o d r i q u e z .  I 'm a 10 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  and 
t h r e e  y e a r s  in t h e  v a l l e y .  I l i v e  on t he  sunny s i d e .  One o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
pe r ched  back  in a r o c k  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  n o t h i n g  e v e r  change  so  y o u ' l l  
u n d e r s t a n d  my comments .  As an E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t ,  I want  t o  s e e  E a g l e  R i v e r  
p r o s p e r  as  a communi ty  and I 'm c o nce r n ed  a s  a b u s i n e s s  owner - bu t  I 'm no t  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t he  p r o j e c t  and the a p pe a r a n c e  a r e  w o r t l  t h e  t r a d e o f f .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t he  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i s  v e r y  imp o r t a n t  in t h i s  c a s e  b e cau se  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  ab ou t  i s  so  u n s p o i l e d .  The r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  in E a g l e  
R i v e r ,  as  in o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  a r e  g i v e n  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o pm en t ,  some t o  
b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p men t ,  a n o t h e r  f o 1.* o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s .  The a r e a  t h a t  
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  i s  b r e a k i n g  g r ound  in some c o m p l e t e l y  un t o u ch ed  l a n d s  and 
t h a t ' s  why I have  r e s e r v a t i o n s  and c a n ' t  g i v e  my yes  v o t e  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I 
have many c o n c e r n s ,  one  o f  them t h a t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  s a ke  o f  t ime  I ' l l  m e n t i o n  
j u s t  one t o n i g h t ,  i s  t h a t  i f  y o u ' r e  in Ancho r age  and you t u r n  t owa rd  A r c t i c
V a l l e y  a t  any  one n i g h t  f r om  dusk  on you can see A r c t i c  V a l l e y  i s  in o p e r a ­
t i o n .  I c o n s i d e r  t h e  sp ace  t h a t  hangs between t h e  p r op o s ed  s k i  s l o p e  and t h e  
s i d e  o f  t he  v a l l e y  t h a t  I am, t h a t  a r e a  in be tween ,  v e r y  much t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  
and I 'm v e r y  c o nce r n ed  a b ou t  t he  l i g h t i n g  o f  t h a t  a r e a  and t h e  g l a r e  t h a t  i t  
g i v e s  o f f .  I f e e l  as  a r e s i d e n t  I w o u l d n ' t  c a r e  t o  l i v e  in a v a l l e y  whe r e  I ' d  
f e e l  l i k e  I was p e r ch ed  in s up e rma r k e t  p a r k i n g  l o t  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t he  
d e v e l o p e r  make comment on t h e  l i g h t s  and I u r ge  you t o  r e ad  page 11 as  f a r  a s  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  l i g h t s  and i t ' s  a c o n c e r n  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  a n ­
swered by t h e  d e v e l o p e r  and I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s ay  t h a t  s h o u l d  t he  communi ty  and 
s h o u l d  t he  r e s i d e n t s  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  d e c i d e  as  a g r oup  and in t o t a l  t h a t  t h e y
s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t hen I ' d  c e r t a i n l y  be f o r  i t  bu t  I do have  t h a t  c o n c e r n .
Thank you .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : Mr .  R o d r i q u e z ,  I ' l l  s h a r e  t h i s  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  
y o u .  The Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  p e o p l e  p r e s e n t e d  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  
A d v i s o r y  Boa r d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t h e  d e v e l o pmen t .  Tha t  was a l s o  an 
i s s u e  f o r  some o f  t h e  members o f  t he  A d v i s o r y  Boa rd  and t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  was 
t h e r e  w i l l  be no n i g h t  s k i i n g .

Al Me i n e r s : R. Mack A r r i n g t o n .
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Hack A r r i n g t o n : I 'm Mack A r r i n g t o n .  I 'm a newcomer t o  t h e  a r e a .  I d i d n ' t
move he^e u n t i l  ' 6 2 .  But  i t  makes me r e a l  p r oud  t h a t  someone has shown enough 
i n t e r e s t  in o u r  communi ty  and wan t s  t o  pu t  s ome th i ng  t h a t  s i z e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  
i n t he  l o c a l  a r e a  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  So I am f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  
As f a r  as  t he  g r e e n b e l t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e r e  has been q u i t e  a f ew p e o p l e  
d i s c u s s e d  on t h a t  t r a i l s  wh i ch  i s  a l s o  more  r e c r e a t i o n .  H e l i c o p t e r s .  As f a r  
as  s i g h t s e e i n g  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  I 'm oppo s ed  t o  i t .  As was men t i on ed  e a r l i e r  
a b o u t  h a v i ng  s p e c i f i e d  v i e w p o i n t s  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  t h a t .

Al  H e i n e r s : Henry  Wa r r e n .

Hen r y  W a r r e n : My name i s  Hank Wa r r e n .  I 'm a 13 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r .
To me t h e  p a r k ,  j u s t  a n o t a t i o n  p a r k  means r e c r e a t i o n  and I t h i n k  t h a t  you 
f o l k s  who a r e  s e t t i n g  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  have  a t r emendous  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h a t  p a r k  t h a t  ou gh t  t o  be o k a y  f o r  
s n owmob i l e s ,  f o r  dog t e ams ,  f o r  h i k e r s  and b a c k p a c k e r s ,  h u n t e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  
p i c n i c  a r e a s ,  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g ,  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  o u g h t  t o  be 
p o s s i b l e  in an a r e a  o f  ^ 9 5 . 0 0 0  a c r e s .  Tha t  p a r k  s h o u l d  be f o r  us e  by i n d i ­
v i d u a l s .  We s e n t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o v e r  t o  Eu r ope  t o  l o o k  o v e r  some o f  
D r .  R o g n e r ' s  a r e a s  and t h e y  came back  and gave  him a c o m p l e t e ,  c l e a n  b i l l  o f  
h e a l t h ;  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e r e  a r e  g o od .  Hi s  r e p u t a t i o n  i s  g o od .  I f  
D r .  Rogne r  t h i n k s  he can ma n u f a c t u r e  snow up t h e r e ,  i f  t h a t  becomes n e c e s s a r y ,  
t hen  he s h o u l d  be t h e  one t h a t  s h o u l d  s a y  t h a t .  I t  s h o u l d n ' t  be f o r  us t o  
c a s t  a doub t  as  t o  wh e t h e r  o r  no t  t h a t  c o u l d  be done .  He a l r e a d y  t h i n k s  t h a t  
i t  can be done .  He i s  t h e  one who ' s  p u t t i n g  t he  money o u t  t o  do t h i s  and i f  
he t h i n k s  i t  can be done ,  s u r e l y  i t  c a n .  T h i r t y - e i g h t  y e ? r s  ago  I was a 
p r i v a t e  in t he  army in Germany.  I went  t o  a l i t t l e  p l a c e  c a l l e d  Gomish .  They 
have  a s k i  a r e a  t h e r e .  They a l s o  have  a r e s t a u r a n t  up on t op  o f  a m ou n t a i n .  
T h i s  i s  38 y e a r s  a g o .  Tha t  k i nd  o f  t e c h n o l o g y ' s  been in e x i s t e n c e  f o r  y e a r s .  
You r i d e  up t h ! s t r a i n  t h a t  r uns  on a cog and you g e t  up t h e r e  and t h e r e ' s  a 
b e a u t i f u l  h o t e l ,  b e a u t i f u l  r e s t a u r a n t  and you see  w i l d  game a l l  o v e r  t he  p l a c e  
and you see p e o p l e  r e c r e a t i n g  and e n j o y i n g  t h em s e l v e s  and t h e y ' r e  n o t  h u r t i n g  
the  e n v i r o n m en t .  I f  p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  g o i ng  t o  ch a s e  away t h e  w i l d l i f e  by 
p u t t i n g  a s k i  r e s o r t  o v e r  h e r e  t h e y ' r e  c r a z y .  We h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  cha se  
t he  moose away f r om E a g l e  R i v e r  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e s e  h ou s i ng  d e v e l o pm en t s ,  t h e s e  
c a r s ,  t h e s e  t r u c k s ,  t h i s  w h a t e v e r .  So t h a t ' s  no t  g o i n g  t o  b o t h e r  t he  w i l d ­
l i f e .  I t ' s  go i n g  t o  be t h e r e .  As f a r  as t he  g r e e n b e l t ,  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  been 
s a i d .  They s h ou l d  have  done i t  a l ong  t ime  ag o .  I t  s h o u l d  have  t r a i l s ,  i t  
s h o u l d  have w a t e r  s p o r t s ,  I d o n ' t  know ab ou t  t he  b i k e  t r a i l s  t h a t  John t a l k e d  
a b o u t .  B i k e  t r a i l s  and c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  a r e  a s o r e  p o i n t  f o r  me.  I t  s h o u l d  be 
n o n - l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e .  I t  s h o u l d  be s ome t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  s o r t  o f  run i t s e l f  and 
n o t  r e q u i r e  a bunch o f  cops  o u t  t h e r e  mak ing s u r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  p i c k  up t h e  b e e r  
b o t t l e s .  I t  s h o u l d n ' t  be a l l o w e d  in t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  o u t  w i t h .  As f a r  as  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  g o ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  ? r e  a c e r t a i n  c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  
g e t  in a h e l i c o p t e r  and qo s e e  some o f  t h e s e  s i t e s  t h a t  some o f  u s ,  when you 
g e t  as  o l d  as  I am you c a n ' t  w a l k  in t h e r e  and see  t h e s e  s i t e s .  Maybe t h e r e  
s h o u l d  be some zone s  t h a t  a r e  away f r om t h e  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  whe r e  a p e r s o n ,  a 
t o u r i s t ,  o r  an i n v a l i d  o r  some e l d e r l y  p e r s o n  t h a t  c a n ' t  w a l k  in t h e r e ,  can 
ge t  in a h e l i c o p t e r  and go s i g h t s e e i n g .  I t h i n k  I a g r e e  w i t h  t he  p e r s o n  t h a t  
s a i d  t he  d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g  g o i n g  in by h e l i c o p t e r  i s  t o o  d a n g e r o u s ,  i t s  t o o  
r emo t e ,  t h e  l i a b i l i t i e s  a r e  t o o  g r e a t .  Thank y ou .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank you.  E l a i n e  Robinson.
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E l a i n e  R o M n s o n : Hy n * ' a  i s  E l a i n e  R ob i n s o n  and I 'm s p e a k i n g  as  an i n d i v i d u ­
a l .  I l i v e  in P e t e r s  C r e e k  and I d t n ' t  want  t o  sp eak  f o r  my n e i g h b o r s  in
Sou t h  F o r k  o r  i n t r u d e  on t h e i r  t e r r i t c  y  bu t  I have  spoken t o  many Sou t h  F o r k  
r e s i d e n t s  and I a g r e e  w i t h  them w i t h  t ^ s i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t he  s k i  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p ­
ment .  T h i s  de v e l opmen t  wou l d  enhance  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and
Chug i a k .  No one l i k e s  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e  c h anged .  I ' v e  l i v e d  in P e t e r s  C r e e k  
f o r  20  y e a r s  and d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  t o o  much when t he  s u b d i v i s i o n s  b u i l d  a r o und  my
12 a c r e s .  I have l e a r n e d  t h a t  g r owth  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  and g r owt h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o
t h e  ec onomi c  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  communi t y .  Deve l o pmen t  in t h e  Chugach S t a t e  
, Pa r k  mus t  be l o o k ed  a t  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  and Rogne r  
e n t e r p r i s e s  have been v e r y  open w i t h  t h e i r  p l a n s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h e y  have 
h o s t e d  s e v e r a l  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .  They a r e  b r i n g i n g  in o u t s i d e  money t o  f und 
t h i s  p r o j e c t  and I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  C h ug i a k ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  
and i t s  p e o p l e .  I f o r e s e e  t h e  empty o f f i c e  and shop space s  f i l l e d ,  unemp l oyed  
l o c a l  p e o p l e  h i r e d ,  and t h a t  E a g l e  R i v e r  w i l l  be removed f r om t h e  bedroom 
communi ty  s t a t u s  o f  Ancho r age  and t o  o' ie o f  p r om i n en c e .  I a l s o  f e e l  t h e ' E a g l e  
R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  be imp l emented as  p e ' t  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  even though  no 
mon i e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o pmen t .  I f e e l  a t a s k  f o r c e  
s h o u l d  be imp l emented t o  a d d r e s s  f u t u r e  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o pmen t .  As f a r  as  t he  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  I 'm oppos ed  t o  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  Have you e v e r  been 
in bed on a S a t u r d a y  mo r n i ng  when a h e l i c o p t e r  was g o i ng  o v e r ?  The n o i s e  i s  
i r r i t a t i n g  and o f f e n s i v e .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  h and i c a pped  o r  e l d e r l y  can be 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  accommodated by s k i  l i f t s  t o  a t t a i n  t h e i r  h i l l t o p  v i ew s .  Th i s  
wou l d  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  n e i g h b o r s  as  wou l d  n o i s y  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and I a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r s  wou l d d i s t u r b  t he  l ambing sheep in t h e  a r e a .  
Thank y ou .

Al  H e i n e r s : Ha r k  Eidem.

Ha r k  E i d em : Hy name i j  Ha r k  Eidem.  I am s t r o n g l y  in f a v o r  o f  t h e  p r op o s ed
de ve l o pmen t  by Rogne r  T o u r i s t ' k  f o r  two main r e a s o n s .  One,  I f e e l  i t  makes 
e conomi c  common s ense  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  have a l r e a d y  been a m p l i f i e d  upon and 
I ' l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  be r e dundan t  t o n i g h t .  The r e c e n t  s u r v e y  o t h e r  vhan t h e  one  
men t i o n e d  by t h e  Chamber c o nduc t ed  by t h e  T ou r i sm  Commi t t ee  o f  t he  Chamber 
showed 87% o f  t he  communi ty in f a v o r  o f  t o u r i s m  d e v e l o pmen t .  T o u r i sm  i s  a 
c l e a n  i n d u s t r y .  E s p e c i a l l y  when done by a f i r m  o f  t h e  Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k ' s  
c a l i b r e .  T h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p  wou l d  i n c l u d e  and i n c o r p o r a t e  and wou l d  o n l y  
a m p l i f y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t he  f i n a l  p r o d u c t .  A l s o  t o  a m p l i f y  comments by Hank 
Wa r r e n  and a f ew o t h e r s .  Some o f  t h e  mos t  b e a u t i f u l  n a t u r a l  a l p i n e  s e t t i n g s  
i n t h e  w o r l d  happen t o  be s k i  r e s o r t s .  C o r t i n a ,  Ga rm i sh ,  G r e n o b l e ,  F r a n c e ,  
I n n s b r u c k ,  A u s t r i a ,  t o  men t i on  a f ew in E u r o pe ,  and t h en  a l s o  some in Ame r i c a ,  
S t owe ,  V e rmon t ,  K i l l i n g  t o n , Ve rmon t ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  whe r e  t h e y  make hund r ed s  
o f  i nc h e s  o f  snow a yea*’ . One does  no t  g r ow t o  t h e  s i z e  and b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  
f i r m  t h a t  Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  has w i t h o u t  a f i r m  commi tment  t o  e x c e l l e n c e  and a 
g e nu i n e  c o nc e r n  f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g  as  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  g u e s t s  i n v o l v e d .  I 
t h i n k  i t  makes e n v i r o n m en t a l  common s e n s e  f o r  some o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  I ' v e  a l r e a d y  
men t i o n e d .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  been done ,  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  has been t h e r e .  A r c t i c  
V a l l e y  i s  j u s t  on the  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i d g e  and i t ' s  been h e r e  l o n g e r  t han I 
h a v e ,  wh ich i s  20 y e a r s .  In c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  
p r o p o s a l  o f  t he  Ancho r age  H u n i c i p a l i t y  s h o u l d  be imp l emen t ed  and expanded  
upon .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  see no m o t o r i z e d  use  w i t h i n  t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the  g r e e n b e l t ,  t he  s k i  r e s o r t  c o u l d  be a v e r y  s t r o n g  
e n v i r o n m en t a l  p l u s .  I ' v e  he a r d  some o t h e r  i d e a s  t o  p o s s i b l y  i n c l u d e  a m u l ­
t i - l i n g u a l  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  f o r  f o r e i g n  g u e s t s .  I f  done
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t o  the  s t a n d a r d  t h a t  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  s y s t em a t  t h e  
E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r ,  t h i s  wou l d  be a t r emendous  p l u s  f o r  o u r  a r e a  and a 
t r emendous  p l u s  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m en t  in wh i ch  we l i v e .  In
summary ,  I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  the r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  and t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  
g r e e n b e l t .  I t  makes economi c  s e n s e ,  i t  makes e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s e n s e ,  i t ' s  
s u p p o r t e d  by o u r  communi t y ,  i t  c o u l d  make E a g l e  R i v e r  a w o r l d  c l a s s  a t t r a c ­
t i o n .  Thanks v e r y  much.

Al  H e i n e r s ; Thank y ou ,  Mark .  Ray G a r d n e r .

Ray G a r d n e r : My name i s  Ray Ga r dn e r  and I 'm s p e a k i n g  on my own b e h a l f .  I ' v e
a l r e a d y  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment on t h e  r e s o r t  p l a n  so  I ' l l  keep my 
comments s h o r t .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  was men t i on ed  e a r l i e r  in t he  mee t i ng  i s  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  o r  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  l e n g t h y  p r o t r a c t i v e  p u b l i c  comment p e r i o d  t h a t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  
t hen  I wou l d  u r ge  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  a t  t h i s  me e t i n g  t o d a y  g i v e n  t h e  p r o c l i v ­
i t i e s  t h a t  have  been e x p r e s s e d  t o  w r i t e  t he  G o v e r n o r  o r  c a l l  t h e  Go v e r n o r  and 
a s k  him t o  v e t o  t h a t  b i l l .  G o v e r n o r  Cowper has g i v e n  us p l e n t y  o f  a s s u r a n c e s  
t h a t  he s u p p o r t s  a d i v e r s i f i e d  economy and t he  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t ­
ment in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  and l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  pend i ng  b e f o r e  him t h a t  wou l d  
be c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  t o  t h a t  g o a l  I 'm s u r e  he wou l d  v e t o  i t .  The o t h e r  i t em I 
wou l d  l i k e  t o  men t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  was s u g ge s t e d  t h a t  a t  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  
t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of '  P a r k s  r e q u i r e  t he  d e v e l o p e r  t o  s ubmi t  a f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  
t h a t  wou l d  show t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t h a t  he w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  l o s e  h i s  money
and I t h i n k  t h a t  i dea  i s  a b su r d  and I hope t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  isr .
s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  d o i ng  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h a t .  He ' s  p r o b a b l y  a b e t t e r  j u d g e  
o f  wh e t h e r  o r  no t  t h i s  i s  a good i n v e s tme n t  and f o r t u n a t e l y  h e ' s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
i t  i s .  I 'm oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k  and I f a v o r  t h e  l i m i t e d  
n o n -m o t o r i z e d  d e ve l opmen t  o f  t he  g r e e n b e l t .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Rod Hansen .

Rod Ha r . sen : My name i s  Rod Hansen .  I 'm a S o u t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t .  L a s t  week we
hea r d  comments on f i v e  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and t h r e e  b l a c k  b e a r  on t h e  Sou t h  F o r k .  
These a r e  p i c t u r e s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  pa s s  a r o u n d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  where 
t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  g o i ng  t o  be .  I wou l d  sn y  t h a t  i t  wou l d  be a g r e a t  t h i n g  t o  
have t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  go in t h e r e  and c l e a n - u p  a l o t  o f  t h i s ,  wh i ch t h e y ' r e  
g o i n g  t o  i f  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have  a w o r l d  c l a s s  r e s o r t .  The r e  a r e  f i v e  
g r i z z l y  b e a r s  in o u r  n e i g h bo r h o od  and I 'm j u s t  g o i n g  t o  keep  my comment r e a l  
s h o r t .  Our  R i v e r h o o d  E s t a t e s  r i g h t  next:  t o  t h e  r e s o r t ,  w e ' r e  t i c k l e d  p i n k  and 
we c a n ' t  wa i t . . . .

Ann R i l e y : We ' r e  no t  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  on p r i v a t e  l a n d ,  w e ' r e
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  de ve l o pmen t  on p u b l i c  l a n d s .  W e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  s e t t i n g  a 
p r e c e d e n t  and I t h i n k  we s h ou l d  be c a r e f u l .  Some o f  t h e  s l o p e s  wh i ch t h e  
d e v e l o p e r  wou l d  l i k e  t o  d e v e l o p  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g .
I used t o  d o w nh i l l  s k i  but  I c a n ' t  a f f o r d  i t  so  y o u ' r e  n o t  o p en i ng  t h e  p a r k  
f o r  e v e r y o n e  when you put  s k i  r uns  in i t .  T he r e  a r e  some o f  us who c a n no t  
a f f o r d  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  and wou l d p r e f e r  t o  do t h i n g s  t h a t  d o n ' t  c o s t  q u i t e  so 
much money l i k e  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  o r  s l e d d i n g .  I t ' s  no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  I 
l i v e  in a p l a c e  where  i t  i s  d a r k  f r om November  t o  Mar ch ,  whe r e  t he  sun d o e s n ' t  
s h i n e  on my back  d o o r .  Where I have t o  have a f o u r - w h e e l  d r i v e  t o  g e t  up my 
d r i v e wa y .  I l i v e  t h e r e  because  I c h oo s e  t o  l i v e  in a p l a c e  where  t he  v i ew
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w i l l  b l ow y o u r  mind and where  t h e r e ' s  a s t a t e  p a r k  in my b a c ky a r d  because  I
knew t h a t  nobody In h i s  r i g h t  mind wou l d  t r y  t o  d e v e l o p  on a moun t a i n  and now
imag i ne  my s u r p r i s e .  I am s p e c i f i c a l l y  oppo s ed  t o  t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  the sk i  
s l o p e  on H i l a n d  Moun t a i n  o r  Mount Go rdon Ly on .  In t h e  Harp a r e a  I t h i n k  i t ' s  
up t o  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  as  o u t l i n e d  in t he  s k i  s l o p e  a r e a  e v a l u a t i o n  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  wh e t h e r  t h o s e  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  bu t  H i l a n d  Moun t a i n  and Mount Gordon 
Lyon wou l d  n o t  meet  t he  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  on t h i s  s k i  s l o p e  a r e a  e v a l u a t i o n .  I 
hope t h a t  you w i l l  l o o k  a t  a p p r o v i n g  s l o p e - b y - s l o p e  r a t h e r  t han by g i v i n g  the
d e v e l o p e r  c a r t e  b l a n c h e  t o  d e v e l o p  as  he c h o o s e s  and I hope t h a t  you w i l l  have
some c o n c e r n  n o t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  w i l d l i f e  but  f o r  t h e  human I n h a b i t a n t s  who 
a l r e a d y  us e  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  o r  t he  a r e a  n e x t  t o  t he  s t a t e  p a r k  and whose homes 
and l i f e s t y l e  wou l d  be s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d  by h a v i ng  s k i e r s  in t h e i r  b a c k y a r d .  
Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  L.  G. T a t e .

L.  G. T a t e : My name i s  L.  G. T a t e .  I am a seven  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  E ag l e
R i v e r .  I l i v e  in t h e  H i l a n d  Road a r e a .  I ,  l i k e  mos t  o f  y o u ,  have a l r e a d y  had 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  my o p i n i o n  a b ou t  t h i s .  I ' v e  done so  and I do f a v o r  
t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  c l e a r l y  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  t o  be d e v e l o p e d  a p p r o p r i ­
a t e l y .  I t n i n k  i f  you p e o p l e  a r e  t a k i n g  n o t e s  and u n d e r s t a n d  wh a t ' s  g o i ng  on
h e r e  y o u ' r e  h e a r i n g  by f a r  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who w i l l  be mos t
s e r i o u s l y  impac t ed  by t h i s  e x p r e s r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  in f a v o r  o f  t h i s
d e v e l o pme n t .  I t h i n k  i t  behoove s  t h e  C ommi s s i o ne r ,  i f  h e ' s  t he  one  who ' s  
g o i n g  t o  make t h i s  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  t o  go ahead and do so  and l e t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  
g e t  unde rway  o t h e r w i s e  t ime  i s  money and Mr .  R o g n e r ' s  g o i n g  t o  go somewhere 
e l s e  and I t h i n k  t h a t  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  a d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  in f a v o r  
o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t  b e cau s e  I t h i n k  i t ' s  f a i r l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  mos t  o f  us a r e  
f o r  i t .  As f a r  a s  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  w i t h  
t h a t ,  no m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s ,  a l t h o u g h  I e n j o y  r i d i n g  mine down t h e r e  now,  and 
a l s o  I am oppo s ed  t o  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  in t he  p a r k .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Kim He a r n .  She l e f t ?  D enn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f .

D enn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f : My name i s  D enn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f .  I 'm a 28 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f
A l a s k a .  I c u r r e n t l y  am a l o c a l  b u s i ne s sman  in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a .  I do no t  
l i v e  in E a g l e  R i v e r  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  bu t  have  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  mov ing i n t o  
t h i s  a r e a .  One o f  t he  d e s i r a b l e  t r a i t s  t h a t  I f e e l  E a g l e  R i v e r  has i s  no t  
o n l y  t h e  communi t y  we l c omi ng  bu t  a l s o  t h e  p r op o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t .  I am a r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  s k i e r  and I f e e l  t h a t  many A l a s k a n s  a r e  in A l a s k a  no t  o n l y  f o r  t he  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  but  t o  have  an e n j o y a b l e  l i f e s t y l e .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t  w i l l  e n a b l e  more  A l a s k a n s  tr> have  a c c e s s  t o  t he  s k i  p a r k  
and e n j o y  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k s  mo r e .  I f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he  s t a t e  
p a r k s  p l a n  and I know t h a t  i t  w i l l  be a b o o s t  t o  t h e  ec onomi c  communi ty o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r  bu t  a l s o  f e e l  i t  wou l d  be a b i g  b o o s t  t o  t h e  e conomi c  s i t u a t i o n  in 
A l a s k a  as  a w h o l e .  C a r e f u l  p l a n  and d e v e l o pmen t  I f e e l  w i l l  b e n e f i t  n o t  o n l y
a l l  o f  A. s k an s  but  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  communi ty  wh i c h ,  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  
i f  y o u ' r e  in b u s i n e s s  h e r e ,  y o u ' r e  v e r y  w e l l  awar e  o f  t h e  s l ow  s i t u a t i o n  and I 
d e f i n i t e l y  i t  w i l l  b o o s t  t h a t  and mrybe g i v e  some s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  
Thank y ou .

Al Meiners :  Wayne Ma r s h a l l .
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Wayne M a r s h a l l : My name i s  Wayne M a r s h a l l  and I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  H i l a n d
V a l l e y .  . . . I  moved t o  t h e  a r e a  a b ou t  2£ y e a r s  ago a f t e r  l i v i n g  in downtown 
An cho r a g e  and b e f o r e  t h a t  h a v i ng  l i v e d  in K o d i a k  f o r  many y e a r s .  The main 
r e a s o n  I moved t h e r e  i s  b e c au s e  I l i k e  t h e  k i nd  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  the  a r e a  
p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l and  use  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  t h e r e .  G e n e r a l l y  
i t  i s  a l ow l e v e l  l and  u s e .  A lmos t  a l l  t h e  h ou s e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  on one a c r e  and 
somewhat  much l a r g e r  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d .  T h a t ' s  s ome th i ng  t h a f  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  
a v a i l a b l e  in mos t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  Ancho r age  b ow l .  S i m i l a r l y  when I l o o k ed  a r ound  
a t  t h e  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  l and  u s e s  t h a t  may o c c u r  in t he  a r e a  I l o o k ed  o u t  and 
g e n e r a l l y  s u r r o u n d e d  by p a r k  l and  wh i ch I i n t e r p r e t  t o  mean a f a i r l y  l ow l e v e l  
o f  u s e .  ' . - /el l ,  s i n c e  I ' v e  moved in t h e  a r e a  j u s t  two s h o r t  y e a r s  ag o ,  I now 
f i n d  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h o s e  v a l u e s  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e .  Number 
o n e ,  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Ancho r age  i s  c h ang i ng  t h e  z o n i n g  a f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
z o n i n g  maps t o  move in t o  a l l o w  a l a r g e  s c a l e  d e v e l o p men t .  T h e y ' l l  be b r i n g ­
i ng in n o t  j u s t  mo r e  p e o p l e  bu t  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  u s e s .  T h e y ' l l  be b r i n g i n g  
in c omme r c i a l  u s e ,  t h e y ' l l  be b r i n g i n g  in h i gh  l e v e l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  and t h i s  
i s  h i gh  l e v e l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  us e  when you t a l k  a b ou t  r o u g h l y  2 , 0 0 0  Eu r opeans  a 
day  s k i i n g  down t he  moun t a i n  s l o p e s .  What I l o o k  a t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a change 
g o i n g  on in t h e  a r e a  q u i t e  r a p i d l y .  I ' d  l i k e  t he  Depa r tme n t  o f  N a t u r a l
R e s o u r c e s  t o  t a k e  a c l o s e  l o o k  a t  how t h i s  change i s  impa c t i n g  the  r e s i d e n t s  
who l i v e  in t h e  a r e a .  T h a t ' s  my main c o n c e r n  on use  o f  t h e  p a r k  l and  and you 
have  a d i f f i c u l t  j o b  as  how t o  me l d  t he  p a r k  us es  w i t h  t he  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s
t h a t  o c c u r  s i d e - b y - s i d e . That *  my main c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  how does  t h e  p a r k  and
t h e  u s e s  t h a t  a r e  p r o p o s e d  a f f e c t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  who l i v e  t h e r e .  Some c o n c e r n s  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  o u t :  1)  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  a p o t e n t i a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  w h a t ' s
b e i n g  p r o p o s e d .  R i g h t  now t he  R ogne r  p r o p o s a l  t a l k s  a b ou t  d e v e l o p i n g  a
r o u g h l y  f i v e  m i l e  a r e a  o f  H i l a n d  Moun t a i n .  Why do we need t o  go a l l  t h e  way 
f r om one  h i ghway w i t h  a t r amway f i v e  m i l e s  back  i n t o  t he  v a l l e y ?  Cou l d  you 
p e r h a p s  have a l e s s e r  s i z e  d e v e l o pmen t  and s t i l l  accommodate mos t  o f  t h e
s k i e r s  t h a t  w i l l  be in t h e  a r e a  o r  do you need a l l  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  b e i ng
t a l k e d  a b o u t ?  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  t h a t  c o n s i d e r e d  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  w h a t ' s
b e i n g  p r o p o s e d .  S i m i l a r l y  I ' d  l i k e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a r e a  and I 'm v e r y  e n co u r a g ed  by Mr .  R o g n e r ' s  p r o p o s a l s ,  i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  a c c e s s .  I d o n ' t  want  t o  see  a c c e s s  coining o u t  p r i v a t e
a r e a s  o r  H i l a n d  Road i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  s k i  a r e a .  I l i k e  t he  i d ea s  o f  whe r e
t h e r e ' s  a new r o ad  go i ng  i n t o  t l - h o t e l  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  h e ' s  p r o p o s e d .  S i m i l a r l y ,  I ' v e ,  a l s o  h e a r d  Mr .  Rogne r  go on 
r e c o r d  as  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he w i l l  n o t  need n i g h t  s k i i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  e conomi c  
d e v e l o p m en t .  S i x  months  ago  he t o l d  us t h a t  t he  o n l y  t h i n g  he needed t o  
s u p p o r t  h i s  ec onomi c  d e v e l o pmen t  was t h e  t r a i l s  on t he  g r e e n b e l t .  T h i s  i s  a 
new i d e a .  He t a l k e d  a b ou t  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g .  P e o p l e  come h e r e  t o  h i k e ,  s i x  
mon ths  l a t e r  we a r e  now h e a r i n g  a b ou t  s k i i n g .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  him up on
h i s  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e r e  be no n i g h t  s k i i n g  and s u g ge s t  t h a t  DNR r o l l  t h a t  in
t o  a s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  n o t  be any n i g h t  s k i i n g  in t he  a r e a .  As
one  r e s i d e n t  o f  H i l a n d  Road pu t  i t  a b ou t  two y e a r s  ago when I f i r s t  moved i n ,
" I  d o n ' t  want  my n e i g h b o r ' s  l i g h t  s h i n i n g  a t  me becau se  i t  r u i n s  rny v i ew  o f  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  l i g h t s . "  I can imag i ne  what  the  who l e  h i l l s i d e  w i l l  do i f  i t ' s  
l i t  up .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g  I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  a s k  DNR t o  s t r o n g l y  c o n s i d e r  w i t h
t he  number  o f  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  have o c c u r r e d  a l l  a r o und  t he  Ancho r age  bowl  a r e a
on h i l l s i d e ,  P e t e r s  C r e e k ,  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  w i t h  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  
p l e a s e  e n s u r e  t h a t  t he  d e ve l o pmen t  does  no t  a f f e c t  r e s i d e n t i a l  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .  
My w a t e r  pump' s r o u g h l y  A00 f e e t  above  my h ou s e .  I t ' s  r i g h t  in the  bowl  a r e a  
where  t h e  s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  g o i n g  t o  o c c u r .  I want  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  I can 
s t i l l  d r i n k  my w a t e r  and n o t  have  t o  t a k e  b o t t l e d  w a t e r  home.  The o t h e r  t h i n g
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I men t i oned  e a r l i e r  I j u s t  s t r o n g l y  s u gge s t  t h a t  DNR s t r o n g l y  c o n s i d e r  a t ­
t a c h i n g  a s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t  i s  no t  t o  be done 
gungho .  And as  k i nd  o f  an o f f - t h e - w a l l  comment ,  i s  t h a t  i f  t h i s  i s  such g r e a t  
l and f o r  p u b l i c  d e v e l o pmen t ,  p r i v a t e  d e ve l opmen t  and p e r h a p s  e v e r y o n e  s a y s  
t h a t  t he  p u b l i c  i s  g e t t i n g  in t he  way,  l e t ' s  l e t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  be 
e n t r e p r e n u r s .  L e t ' s  use  t h i s  l a n d ,  s e l l  i t  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p e r ,  o r  l e a s e  i t  o u t  
a t  a h i gh  r a t e  o r  t r a d e  i t  f o r  some o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t he  
s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  L e t ' s  g e t  t h e  show mov i ng .  Gi ve  him t h e  l a n d  and l e t ' s  g e t  
t he  p u b l i c  o u t  o f  t h e  way.  And f i n a l l y  r ~ o n c e r n  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d ­
i n g s ,  a t  l e a s t  one  o f  t h e  p r o p o s ed  l a n d i n g  s i t e s  w i l l  be moot  i f  t h e  s k i  
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  goes  f o rw a r d  because  where  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i s  p r op o s e d  t o  l and 
w i l l  now be a t r amway .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Dwight  N e i l l .

Dwight  N e i 11 : My name i s  Dwight  N e i l l  and I l i v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 i  m i l e s  up
the  v a l l e y  r o ad  r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  f r om wher e  t he  d e v e l o pmen t  i s  g o i n g  t o  
o c c u r .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  us e  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  l a n d .  
I ' v e  been t o l d  t h a t  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  r o u g h l y  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e
o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  and i f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  i s  room in t h i s  p a r k  f o r
us e s  by many o f  t h e  v a r i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  have been men t i o n e d  a l r e a d y  t o ­
n i g h t .  And t h i s  r e s o r t  I t h i n k  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  use  f o r  i t .  I ' v e  been t o l d  
a l s o  and you p e o p l e  f r om p a r k s  can c o r r e c t  me i f  I 'm w r ong ,  t h a t  9 8 . 5% o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  in A l a s k a  have  n e v e r  had a backpack  on t h e i r  back  and n e v e r  w i l l .  T h i s  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  some use  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  o t h e r  t h an  b a c k p a c k i n g .  
Acces s  has been men t i oned  numerous t imes  h e r e  t o n i g h t  and we do d e f i n i t e l y  
need more a c c e s s  p o i n t s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  I wou l d  l i k e  t h e  b a c k p a c k e r s  
a r e  h e r e  and t h e y  need some a d d i t i o n a l  a r e a  j u s t  up t he  r o ad  f r om  where  I l i v e  
i s  what  used t o  be a r o ad  t o  t he  t op  o f  B l u e b e r r y  R i dg e  and some y e a r s  ago  a 
l o c a l  l andowne r  t o o k  a backhoe  and c u t  t h i s  r o ad  o f f  and you can no l o n g e r  g e t  
up t h e r e  bu t  t h i s  r o ad  opens  up i n t o  t h e  uppe r  Meadow C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  a r e a  and 
I ' v e  backpacked  m y s e l f  back in t h e r e  f o r  days  and n e v e r  seen a s o u l .  T h i s  i s  
an e x c e l l e n t  a r e a  and t he  r o ad  s h ou l d  be r e opened  w i t h  an e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r k i n g  
l o t  and t h i s  wou l d  p r o v i d e  a g r e a t  de a l  more a r e a  f o r  b a c k p ac k i n g  and r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  a r e a  then t he  p r op o s ed  r e s o r t  a r e a  and i t s  a l l  t h e r e  and no t  b e i ng  
used now becau se  you c a n ' t  g e t  t o  i t .  As f a r  a s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  in t h e  
p a r k ,  I 'm n o t  t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  i t .  Hu ey - t y p e  h e l i c o p t e r s  have  a t e r r i b l e  b l a d e  
t h o c k  t o  them and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  c ommerc i a l  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  use
t h o s e  bu t  t h e y  a r e  n o i s y  and so  f o r t h  and i f  t h e r e  was a v e r y  l i m i t e d  h e l i c o p ­
t e r  a c t i v i t y  on a s t r i c t l y  t r i a l  b a s i s  we mi gh t  want  t o  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  i t  and 
by v e r y  s t r i c t  I wou l d  say t he  r o u t e  t h a t  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  was g o i n g  t o  t a k e ,  
f o r  e xamp l e  you wou l d  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  g o i ng  up A r c t i c  V a l l e y  Road ,  a p p r o a c h ­
ing t h e  l a n d i n g  a r e a  f r om t h e  Ancho r age  s i d e  and d e p a r t i n g  back  t owa rd  t he  
Ancho r age  s i d e .  I t  p o s s i b l y  mi gh t  be p o s s i o l e  bu t  f o r  j u s t  s i g h t s e e i n g  a r ound  
in a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p a r k  I 'm opposed  t o  i t .  A l s o ,  in t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
i t s e l f  b ecause  o f  t h e  moun t a i n s  i t  t e nds  t o  r e v e r b e r a t e  t h e  sound f r om s i d e -  
t o - s i d e  so  I wou l d  be s t r i c t l y  opposed  t o  any h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t h e  
v a l l e y  i t s e l f .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I ha ‘ ' e .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Dw i gh t .  Lynn C a t l i n .

Lynn C a t l i n : My name i s  Lynn C a t l i n  and I 'm oppo s ed  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l opmen t
anywhere  in the p a r k .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  o f  p u b l i c  l and  t o  have  a 
p r i v a t e  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  come in and make a d e ve l o pmen t  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l



f i n a n c i a l  g a i n .  I f  Rogne r  wan t s  t o  make a d e v e l o pmen t  I t h i n k  he s h o u l d  do i t  
on p r i v a t e  l and  and c o n t a i n  h i s  d e ve l o pmen t  on E k l u t n a .  Tha t  wou l d  be f i n e .  
A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  i s  im p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  p e o p l e  in t h e  Ancho r age  a r e a  
d i d n ' t  a s k  f o r  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  Rogne r  came up and p r o p o s e d  i t  t o  t h e  P a r k s  
and what  I ' v e  been h e a r i n g  t o n i g h t  i s  m a i n l y  e c onomi c  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  
the  r e s o r t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  s t a t e  p a r k s  and DNR t o  n o t  b a s e  t h e i r  d e c i ­
s i o n  be cau s e  t h e  p e o p l e  who s t a nd  t o  g a i n  f i n a n c i a l l y  f r om  t h i s  r e s o r t .  Sou th  
F o r k  r e s i d e n t s  s t and  t o  have  t h e i r  l and  v a l u e  go  up ;  i t  c o u l d  s k y  r o c k e t .  
E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  o f  c o u r s e  s t a n d s  t o  g a i n  a good p r o f i t .  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t s  
a r e  h op i ng  f o r  j o b s  and I c a n ' t  b l ame y o u ;  I 'm unemp l oyed  m y s e l f .  Ye t  I 
l o o k e d  i n t o  t h i s  a b i t  and t h e  g o i ng  r a t e  f o r  a shop manage r  in a r e s o r t  i s  
abou t  $ 5 . 2 5  an h ou r  so  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e ' r e  g o i ng  t o  g e t  r i c h  o f f  o f  a r e s o r t .  
And t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  ab ou t  t h e  r e s o r t  i s  I f e e l  t h a t  R o g n e r ' s  
s t a t e m en t  o f  no n i g h t  s k i i n g  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y .  Many o f  you have  men t i on ed  
you l i v e  on t h e  sunny s i d e  o f  Sou th  F o r k .  I t ' s  a d a r k  v a l l e y ,  t h e  days  a r e  
v e r y  s h o r t  in w i n t e r  end I t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be l i g h t s  up i f  t h e  r e s o r t  does  go 
i n .  As f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k ,  I 'm oppo s ed  t o  them,  t h e y ' r e  
n o i s y ,  t h e y  d i s t u r b  w i l d l i f e  and t h e y ' l l  d i s t u r b  p a r k  u s e r s .  Thank y ou .

Al  H e i n e r s : Dave B l a n c h e t .

Dave B l a n c h e t : I 'm Dave B l a n c h e t .  I 'm r e p r e s e n t i n g  K n i k  K a n o e r s  and
K a y a k e r s .  W e ' r e  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  some 300  f a m i l i e s .  We s p o n s o r  and a d v o ­
c a t e  p a d d l e  s p o r t s  in A l a s k a ,  t e a c h i n g  and o r g a n i z i n g  t r i p s  f o r  p a d d l e  s p o r t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  w h i t e w a t e r  and f l a t w a t e r  p a d d l e  s p o r t s  and oc ean  p a d d l e  s p o r t s .  We 
a l s o  a r e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  in a d v o c a t i n g  r i v e r  c o n s e r v a n c y  and w a t e r  q u a l i t y  
in A l a s k a .  F i r s t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  S t a t e  P a r k s  on t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  
a t t a i n i n g  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t .  We ' ve  c e r t a i n l y  been a s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  o f  t he  
g r e e n b e l t  and have gone on r e c o r d  r e p e a t e d l y  in f a v o r  o f  i t  s o  I 'm p l e a s e d  
i t ' s  g o t t e n  t h i s  f a r  a l o n g .  On t he  s k i  a r e a  t o p i c ,  I ' d  have  t o  s a y  t he  c l u b  
t a k e s  g e n e r a l l y  a n e u t r a l  v i ew .  We we r e  r a t h e r  d i s t r e s s e d  when t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  
N e i l  J o h a n n s e n ,  came o u t  s t r o n g l y  in f a v o r  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a  b e f o r e  anybody  knew 
a n y t h i n g  a b ou t  i t .  The c l u b  f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o r t  o f  an a r r o g a n t  e f f o r t  by 
t he  d i r e c t o r  and goes  a g a i n s t  the  p u b l i c  p r o c e s s .  I f  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  unde r  t h e  
i mp r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  wan t s  i t  and t he  p u b l i c  be damned,  i t ' s  s o r t  o f  a 
p o o r  way t o  a pp r o a c h  t he  p u b l i c  and s a y  now we want  t o  h e a r  y o u r  comments .  
What o u r  c o n c e r n s  a r e  w i t h  t h e  s k i  a r e a  a r e  in t h e  a r e a  o f  a i r ,  w a t e r  and 
n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n .  The p r op o s e d  s k i  a r e a  f o r  t h o s e  o f  you who d o n ' t  know i s  in 
one o f  t he  mos t  s n ow -d r o ugh t e d  a r e a s  in A l a s k a  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  ma s s i v e  
amount s  o f  snowmaking in o r d e r  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l .  Not  many o f  you have  t o  go 
t o o  f a r  back  t o  remember l a s t  y e a r  when A r c t i c  V a l l e y  was c l o s e d  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
s e a s o n  l o n g ,  i t  opened up in t he  s p r i n g  t ime  l a t e  and t h i s  snowmaking w i l l
a p p a r e n t l y  r e s o l v e  t h a t  but  t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be h i gh  w a t e r  n e ed s .  The t e c h ­
n i qu e s  t h a t  have  been p r op o s e d  a r e  w e l l s ,  maybe none o f  t h i s  s t u f f  t h a t  we 
know.  We f e e l  t h a t  b e f o r e  we can a d e q u a t e l y  comment we need i n f o r m a t i o n  ab ou t  
t h i s .  As f a r  a s  n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n ,  t h i s  h a s n ' t  been made c l e a r .  The r e  i s  go i ng  
t o  have  t o  be ma s s i v e  amount s  o f  snowmaking done .  I s  i t  g o i n g  t o  be done
d u r i n g  t he  day?  P r o b a b l y  n o t ,  t h a t ' s  g o i ng  t o  r e a l l y  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  s k i e r s  so 
i t ' s  p r o b a b l y  g o i ng  t o  be done a t  n i g h t .  How do E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t s  f e e l  
a b o u t  h a v i ng  snowb l owe r s  g o i ng  a l l  n i g h t .  Ar e  t h e y  g o i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o  run 
the  s n owb l owe r s  w i t h o u t  l i g h t s ?  Not any s k i  a r e a  i ' v e  s e e n .  P e r h a p s  y e s ;  I 
d o n ' t  know.  I t ' s  no t  a p p a r e n t .  None o f  t h e s e  f a c t s  have  been b r o u g h t  o u t .  
The w i n t e r  days  in A l a s k a  a r e  5 i  h o u r s  l o n g ,  t he  w i n t e r  sun i s  a t  a 5°  a n g l e
above  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  i t ' s  d a r k  in t he  w i n t e r .  Ar e  t h e y  g o i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o
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o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  l i g h t s ?  P r o b a b l y  n o t ,  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have  t o  have some
l i g h t i n g .  How l ong  a r e  t h o s e  l i g h t s  g o i n g  t o  be on?  Sewer  s y s t em .  Wha t ' s
g o i n g  t o  go on w i t h  t he  sewer  s y s t em?  I s  E a g l e  R i v e r  g o i n g  t o  be k e p t  w i t h
i t s  h i gh  l e v e l  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ?  W i l l  Ancho r ag e  r e s i d e n t s ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  
r e s i d e n t s  have  t o  be pay hookup f e e s  f o r  t h e  d e ve l o pmen t ?  The r e  i s  no sewer  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a s  you know,  be tween t h e  p r op o s ed  a r e a  and wh e r e v e r  t h e y ' r e
p l a n n i n g  t o  hookup .  We f e e l  l i k e  t h e r e ' s  n o t  enough i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  comment on 
h e r e  and we ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  more i n f o r m a t i o n  made a v a i l a b l e  b e f o r e  we can
p a r t i c u l a r l y  comment on t h i s .  Thank you.  

Al  H e i n e r s :  Thanks .  Lynn T a t e .

Lynn T a t e : My name i s  Lynn T a t e .  ! am a r e s i d e n t  o f  H i l a n d  Road .  The o t h e r
n i g h t  a t  t he  o t h e r  h e a r i n g  I men t i on ed  t h a t  1 d r i v e  by t h e  new dump, t he  o l d  
dump, a p r i s o n  and a h a l f w a y  house  and I 'm e c s t a t i c  t h a t  anybody  wou l d  c o n s i d ­
e r  b u i l d i n g  a r e s o r t  in t h a t  a r e a .  And t he  r e a s o n s  t h a t  I ' v e  come t o  t h a t  
c o n c l u s i o n  wh i ch  I d i d n ' t  men t i o n  t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t  o t h e r  t han  t he  economi c  
b e n e f i t  I wou l d  l o v e  t o  see my house  v a l u e  s k y r o c k e t .  Th s t  wou l d  be f u n .  But 
t h e  o t h e r  r e a s o n  i s  E k l u t n a  can do what t h ey  want  t o  w i t h  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  
b a s i c a l l y ,  I mean w i t h i n  r e a s o n ,  t h e y  can do what  t h ey  want  t o  w i t h  t h e i r  
p r o p e r . y .  The s k i  r e s o r t  i s  c l e a n  i n d u s t r y .  T h a t ' s  g r e a t  f o r  u s .  The o n l y  
way t h e y  can do t h a t  i s  w i t h  t h o s e  s k i  r uns  and t h e y  need t h a t  f r om  t h e  p a r k .
I l o v e  t o  s k i ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a good use  f o r  a b o r d e r  a r e a  o f  t he  s t a t e  p a r k  
l a n d s .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thanks .  Ga ry  T a t e .

Gary T a t e : [ n o t  i n t e l l i g i b l e ]

Al  M e i n e r s : Vern U n g e r e c h t .

Vern U n q e r e c h t : Thank y ou .  I 'm Vern U n g e r e c h t .  I 'm on t h e  Bo r ough As semb l y
in t h e  Mat - Su Bo r o ugh .  I ' v e  come h e r e  t o n i g h t  w i t h  some mixed emo t i o n s  ab ou t  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  and as  you p r o b a b l y  a l l  can g u e s s .  I was a r e s i d e n t  h e r e  on the 
Sou th  F o r k  E a g l e  R i v e r  b e f o r e  mos t  o f  you were  p r o b a b l y  up h e r e .  I moved 
t h e r e  in 1959 and t h a t  was a muddy t r a i l  up t h e r e .  I have  some r e a l
c o n c e r n  ab ou t  t h e  l a c k  o f  p ! a n n ! ',g and the way t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  b e i ng  r amrodded 
t h r o u g h .  As you a l l  know we ' v e  been wo r k i ng  on t he  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  d e ve l o pmen t  
f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e  now and we ' v e  gone t h r o u gh  a l o t  o f  s t u d i e s ,  we ' v e  done a l l  
t he  wo r k  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a f e a s i b l e  p r o j e c t .  Now you 
j u s t  d o n ' t  do t h i s  o v e r n i g h t .  I t  t a k e s  some t ime  t o  d e v e l o p  a l l  t h i s .  I t  
seems t o  me t h a t  f o r  some r e a s o n  Mr .  J ohannsen  seems t o  want  t o  push t h i s  
t h r o u gh  r e a l  f a s t .  Maybe t h e y  d o n ' t  want  t o  compete a g a i n s t  t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  
p r o j e c t  o r  t h e y  want  t o  g e t  i t  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  p r o j e c t .  The 
Ha t ch e r  Pa s s  p r o j e c t ,  as  you p r o b a b l y  know,  i s  a l r e a d y  in t h e  b i d  s t a g e  f o r  
p r o p o s a l s  and mov ing a l o n g  r e a l  w e l l .  I can s u r e  s ymp a t h i z e  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y ' s  
o p i n i o n s ,  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce and t he  communi t y  c o u n c i l s .  We a l l  need 
j o b s .  Not  j u s t  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  no t  j u s t  t he  V a l l e y ,  bu t  t he  who l e  s t a t e  needs  

o t s  o f  j o b s .  We need an economi c  b a s e .  We need a p l a c e  f o r  c o t t a g e  i n d u s ­
t r i e s .  In f a c t ,  my own b u s i n e s s  t h a t  I own and o p e r a t e  o u t  o f  W a s i l l a  does  a 
l o t  o f  wo rk  in E a g l e  R i v e r  h e r e .  I g o t  a s e r v i c e  b u s i n e s s  and I 'm s u r e  i t  
wou l d  h e l p  my b u s i n e s s ,  t o o .  But  I t h i n k  i t  d e s e r v e s  a p r o p e r ,  l o n g e r  l o o k  a t  
t he  who l e  p r o j e c t .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  s e en  a n y t h i n g  r e a l  c o n c r e t e  
on a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h i s  s k i  r e s o r t .  T h e r e ' s
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a l o t  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  L i k e  i t ' s  been s a i d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  i t ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  
r i d i c u l o u s  t o  t h i n k  you can o p e r a t e  a s k i  a r e a  w i t h o u t  l i g h t s .  These p r o j e c t s  
a r e  r o t  n o t a b l y  h i gh  moneymaker s  t o  s t a r t  w i t h .  I j u s t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  
e v e r y b o d y  t o  l o o k  a t  i t .  I w o n ' t  be a b l e  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t he  mee t i ng  Thursday- 
n i g h t  a t  W a s i l l a .  We have  an a s s emb l y  mee t i ng  t h a t  n i g h t  and s o  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t .  W e ' r e  g o i ng  t o  be s e t t i n g  the  
budge t  t he  same as you p e o p l e  have j i  s t  gone t h r o u gh  Thu r sda y  n i g h t .  What 
y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h e a r  i s  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  what  you he a r d  h e r e .  I mean i t ' s  
g o i n g  t o  be no t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  and ye s  t o  up t h e r e .  I h a t e  t o  see  t he  two 
a r e a s  in a b a t t l e .  I f  you t h i n k  y o u ' v e  g o t  a bedroom communi ty S e r e ,  you 
o u gh t  t o  s ee  i t  up t h e r e .  P l e a s e  l o o k  a t  i t  r e a l  c l o s e l y .  I 'm c o nce r n ed  f o r  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e s t y l e  h e r e  as  I am up t h e r e .  I 'm c o nce r n ed  a b ou t  t h e  
b e au t y  o f  the  a r e a .  S ou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  one  o f  t he  mos t  g o r g e ou s  
p l a c e s  in t he  w o r l d .  You can go up t h e r e ,  t h e  v i ew  i s  i n c o mp a r a b l e .  So 
p l e a s e  r e v i ew  i t  r e a l  c l o s e l y  and a s k  a l l  t h e  r i g h t  q u e s t i o n s  and make s n r e  
i t ' s  a p r o p e r  p r o j e c t  b e f o r e  one  s u p e r du p e r  d e v e l o p e r  comes in h e r e  and t h i n k s  
h e ' s  g o t  a l l  t h e  a n s we r s .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  S t e v e  C yp r a .

S t e v e  C y p r a : Hy name i s  S t e v e  Cypr a  and I l i v e  in P a lme r  and I 'm a p r i v a t e
c i t i z e n .  I p r o b a b l y  wou l d  have  t e s t i f i e d  in W a s i l l a  e x c e p t  by t he  t ime  I made 
t he  d e c i s i o n  t o  come h e r e  t h e r s  h a d n ' t  bee/;  a h e a r i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  y e t  in 
W a s i l l a .  The r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a l o t  o f  i s s u e s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i 
s h o u l d n ' t  even b e g i n  t o  t r y  t o  comment o n .  Some o f  t h o s e  p e r t a i n  t o  t he  
l i f e s t y l e  impac t  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e .  O t h e r s  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  changes  in t he  
m a s t e r  p l a n  and p r e c e d e n t s  and r a m i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  v/ould need .  What I wou l d 
l i k e  t o  a s k  you t o  c o n s i d e r  t o n i g h t  i s  what  I t h i n k  i s  p r o b a b l y  a r e g i o n a l  
p r o b l em  o r  i s s u e  and one t h a t  wou l d  p r o b a b l y  a l s o  go beyond p a r k s  t o  an e x t e n t  
and t h a t  i s  w h i l e  I may e n d o r s e  t he  i dea  o f  economic  d e v e l o pmen t  c e r t a i n l y  t he  
i dea  b e i ng  p r e s s e d  upon t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a  and I t h i n k  a r e s o r t  i s  s ome th i ng
t h a t  e v e r y o n e  can a p p r e c i a t e  and be w i l l i r g  t o  a c c e p t .  I t ' s  v e r y  p r e d i c t a b l e
p e o p l e  w o u l d .  The s k i  d e v e l o pmen t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  p r o j e c t  I have  a 
c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t .  P r i m a r i l y  f r om  the  s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  I s ee  t h i s  as  a 
r e s o u r c e  t h a t  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d .  The r e  i s  v e r y  f ew q u a l i t y  a r e a s  in t h i s  r e g i o n  
t h a t  have  t he  p o t e n t i a l  t o  a t t r a c t  no t  o n l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bu t  t h e  l o c a l  ma r k e t  
i s  g o i n g  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l .  I f  we t a k e  an a r e a  and d e v e l o p  i t  based upon one 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n t e r e s t  o r  p a r t i c u l a r  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  w i t h  
o u r  o v e r a l l  a s s e t s  a r e  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  we c o u l d  be p r e c l u d i n g  in t h e  l ong  run 
some o f  o u r  g r e a t e r  s k i  a r e a s  and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  even more im p o r t a n t  f r om t he  
s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  we d o n ' t  have  t he  ma r k e t s  i n - s t a t e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  s u p p o r t  
more t han  one s k i  a r e a .  W h i l e  on one hand I may w i t h  my v e r y  l i m i t e d  k n ow l ­
edge say  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  E a g l e  f i v e r  a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  ab ou t  a r e s o r t  I can
u n d e r s t a n d  i t  and p e r h a p s  i t  c h o u l a  be done i f  some o f  the  o t h e r  i s s u e s  can be
accommodat ed .  But  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  the  i s s u e  a b ou t  t h e  s k i i n g  in i t s e l f  i s
a n o t h e r  [ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]

Al H e i n e r s : Ed Hoope r .

Ed H o o p e r : I 'm Ed Hoope r  and I l i v e  up in H i l a n d .  I am t o t a l l y  in f a v o r  o f
t h i s  p r o j e c t .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  we ' v e  seen a t  e v e r y  mee t i n g  has answe r ed  t he
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I t h i n k  w e ' r e  a l l  c o nc e r n ed  a b o u t .  One,  e c o nom i c s ,  two,  wh a t ' s  
t he  s o c i a l  impa c t ,  and what  t h e  f u t u r e  h o l d s  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  in the  v a l l e y  as 
w e l l  a s  t he  r i p p l e  e f f e c t  i t  w i l l  have  in t he  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  And p e r h a p s
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c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  go od .  I f  a man t h a t  has an o r g a n i z a t i o n  as  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  i s  
w i l l i n g  t o  come up t o  o u r  v a l l e y  and i n v e s t  t h e  amount  o f  money and t ime t h a t  
u n d o u b t e d l y  he h a s ,  t hen I t h i n k  we s h o u l d  be b eh i nd  him.  I mean bu r e a i  ‘ r a t -  
i c a l l y ,  I mean t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  in t h i s  a r e a .  I f e e l  t h a t  we s h ou l d  g e t  o f f  
t h e  dime and push t h i s  p r o j e c t  t h r o u g h .  Y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  have t o  
be answe r ed  and I know w i t h i n  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  s h o u l d  we come up w i t h  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  p e r t i n e n t ,  he has an swe r s  f o r  them.  Now, i t  d o e s n ' t  make 
any s e n s e  t o  be s e l f i s h  a b ou t  o u r  v a l l e y .  W e ' r e  a l l  g o i n g  t o  have t o  b e a r  
some i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  but  in o r d e r  t o  make t h i s  p r o j e c t  g o ,  and I mean f o r  
A l a s k a ,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t h i n g  bu t  an A+ p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I ' v e  s e en .  
I t ' s  good f o r  m y s e l f ,  i t ' s  good f o r  my k i d s ,  i t ' s  good f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s .  The r e  
i s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  I can s e e  t h a t  wi 1 1 make me v o t e  no on a p r o j e c t  l i k e  t h i s .  
As f a r  a s  w i t h  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  I ' v e  seen so  f a r .  P e r h a p s  down t h e  r oad 
t h e r e  mi gh t  be some a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  may c r o p  up t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  we have 
t o  be on t op  o f .  As f a r  as  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  y e s  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  
i t .  I 'm no t  e n t hu s ed  a b o u t  m o t o r i z e d  t r a f f i c  in t he  a r e a .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  
s o  many o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h e  v a l l e y  can o f f e r .  And f i n a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  the  
h e l i c o p t e r  I 'm t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  i t .  Thank y o u .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Ed.  B e t s y  Ga rdn e r ?

B e t s y  G a r d n e r : I 'm B e t s y  Ga r dn e r  and I ' v e  l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  f o r  s i x  y e a r s .
I 'm s p e a k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f .  I am in f a v o r  o f  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  ;h«?t
s i n c e  t h i s  s k i  r e s o r t  and Mr .  Rogne r  has s t u d i e d ,  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  m o s t l y  come 
f r om t he  o u t s i d e  t o  s k i ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  h a v i ng  t h i s  s k i  r e s o r t  wou l d
n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e c l u d e  h a v i ng  a n o t h e r  s k i  r e s o r t ,  s a y  in H a t c h e r  P a s s .  I t h i n k
t h a t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  be more t han  one  s k i  r e s o r t  in o u r  a r e a  
and i t  wou l d  be good f o r  t h e  economy a s  w e l l  as  o u r  communi ty  t o  s u p p o r t
d e ve l o pmen t  such as  t h i s .  I a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  Mr .  R ogne r  s h o u l d n ' t  be r i d d e n  
t h r o u g h  a l o t  o f  r ed t a pe  in t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  we s h o u l d  do e v e r y t h i n g  we
can t o  a s s i s t  him.  I do f e e l  t h a t  t he  s t a t e  has q u i t e  a f ew q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e
t o  s t u d y  h i s  p l a n  and we s h o u l d  r e l y  on t he  s t a t e  t o  h e l p  t o  make t h o s e
d e c i s i o n s .  I do have a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n c e r n  a b ou t  t h e  w a t e r  and how much 
w a t e r  i t  wou l d  t a k e  t o  make t h e  snow up t h e r e  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  u r ge  t he  
s t a t e ,  a f t e r  t h ey  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  h i s  p l a n ,  t o  do t h e i r  own s t u d y  o f  t he  w a t e r  
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i t  w o n ' t  d e t r i m e n t a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  w a t e r  s y s t em 
and what  we have .  I d o n ' t  t  i n k  t h a t  i t  w i l l  and I t h i n k  t h a t  he can do i t
bu t  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  n o t  b r i n g  t h a t  back  b e f o r e  t he  p u b l i c  f o r  a l o t  o f  h e a r ­
i ng s  on e v e r y  a s p e c t .  I ' d  l i k e  t h e  s t a t e  t o  be a b l e  t o  do t h a t .  As f a r  as
t he  g r e e n b e l t ,  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  a t r a i l  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  and
I wou l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  see some v e r y  c l e a r  s i g n s  and some e a s y  p l a c e s  t o  g e t  o u t  
o f  t h e  r i v e r  b e f o r e  t h e  w a t e r  g e t s  t o o  r o ugh .  T h e r e ' s  been a l o t  o f  a c c i d e n t s  
t h e r e .  I j u s t  went  on i t  r e c e n t l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and g o t  o u t  where i t  
s a i d  n o v i c e  e x i t  ?nd j u s t  a b o u t  d i e d  h a u l i n g  my c anoe  up t h a t  h i l l .  I am 
oppo s ed  t o  t he  h e l . - o p t e r  l a n d i n g .

Al M e i n e r s : C e c e l i a ,  I 'm s o r r y  I m i s s e d  y o u .

C e c e l i  a D i t t r  i c k : I 'm C e c e l i a  D i t t r i c k  and I am a 19 y e a r  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t .  My
knowl edge  a b ou t  t he  r r o p o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  what  I have r e ad  in the  
p a p e r .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  comment on an a r t i c l e  h e r e  f r om t he  T imes ,  May 19 ,  
C o n s e i v a t  i on O r g a n i z a t i o n s  Oppose Chugach Sk i  R e s o r t  and I q u o t e ,  "The  sk i  
p r o p o s a l  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  w i t h  a man l o c a l l y ,  i t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t he  d e v e l o p e r s ,  s a i d  
R i c k  Ma ron ,  A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  o f  F r i e n d s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k " .  I f e e l  t h a t
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l o c a l  demand i s  s u b j e c t  t o  d e f i n i t i o n  in t h i s  c a s e .  L e t  me t e l i  you in my own 
e x p e r i e n c e  what  I mean.  The C h u g i a k - E a g l e  R i v e r  E l e m en t a r y  and J u n i o r  High 
Sk i  P r og r am a t  A l y e s k a  i s  w e l l  known in t he  communi t y  and I have p a r t i c i p a t e d  
a s  a v o l u n t e e r .  What t h a t  means i s  g o i n g  in t h e  mo r n i ng  w i t h  f i v e ,  s i x ,  s e ven  
s c h oo l  buses  j am packed w i t h  k i d s  t o  A l y e s k a *  S e v e r a l  hund r ed  k i d s .  You a r e  
on t h e  r o ad  h a l f  o f  t h e  day coming and g o i n g  t o  and f r om t h e  sk i  r e s o r t  and 
t he  same goes  f o r  t he  e v e n i n g .  I t  means t h a t  you have- t o  spend h a l f  o f  y o u r  
day  and h a l f  o f  y o u r  e n e r g y  coming and g o i n g  t o  and f r om t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  v e r y  u n f a i r  t o  make d i s t a n c e  an added r i s k  f a c t o r  r e q u i r emen t  f o r  
young and no t  so  v e r y  young s k i e r s  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  o u r  t u r n  in E ag l e  R i v e r  t o  
have  a s k i  r e s o r t  i f  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e  and can be d e v e l o p e d .  And pe r haps  i t  i s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  me t o  s a y  t h a t  I was b o r n  and r a i s e d  in A u s t r i a  and I have 
a f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  communi ty  t h e r e  and I know o f  D r .  R o g n e r ' s  
r e p u t a t i o n  wh ich i s  v e r y ,  v e r y  e x c e l l e n t .  He ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  known f o r  
c a r r y i n g  t h r o u gh  in d e t a i l s  on h i s  p r o j e c t s .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Lynne B u r k w i s t .

Lynne B u r k w i s t : My name i s  Lynne B u r k w i s t  and I am a r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r
as  w e l l  a s  wo r k  h e r e .  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  g r a n t i n g  a l e a s e  f o r  t h e  use  o f  the 
s t a t e  p a r k  l and  f o r  t h e  p r op o s e d  d o w nh i l l  s k i  a r e a .  I 'm f r om  the  s t a t e  o f  
Wa s h i ng t on  and t h ey  have a l o t  o f  s k i  a r e a s  in Wash i ng t on  and t h e y ' r e  a l l  on 
s t a t e  l a n d ,  many o f  them p r i v a t e l y  run and \ d o n ' t  s e e  why t h a t  c o nc e p t  c a n ' t  
wo r k  j u s t  as  e a s i l y  h e r e  as  i t  doe' ,  in t he  l owe r  4 8 .  The de ve l o pmen t  be i ng  
p r op o s e d  by D r .  Rogne r  and E k l u t n a  i s  g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  in m i l l i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  
The p ' o j e c t  a l o n e  i s  s c he d u l e d  t o  c o s t  s ome th i ng  l i k e  $ 170  m i l l i o n  t o  b u i l d .
I c a n ' t  imag i ne  them no t  g o i ng  o v e r  t he  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  d o i ng  t h e  p r o j e c t  and 
t he  impac t  on t h e  communi t y  as  w e l l  as  Depa r tmen t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and t he  
D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  s t u d y i n g  t h i s  j u s t  as w e l l .  I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a b ou t  
2 , 0 0 0  j o b s  f o r  u s ,  b o l s t e r  t he  to» . ’ sm in A l a s k a  wh i ch  i s  an i n d u s t r y  t h a t  we 
d e f i n i t e l y  need more o f ,  i t  w i l l  b i h e avy  impact  on o u r  communi t y  r i g h t  h e r e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Ancho r ag e  a r e a  ar  o u t r e a c h i n g  a r e a s .  F a i r b a n k s  —  I c a n ' t  
imag i ne  t h a t  t o u r i s t s  coming t o  A . ^ s k a  w i l l  s t r i c t l y  come t o  t h i s  r e s o r t  and 
no t  s ee  what  F a i r b a n k s  i s  l i k e  o r  Kena i  o r  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s .  I d o n ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  d i m i n i s h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f r om  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  
o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  be i ng  p l a nn e d  f o r  t he  f u t u r e .  M a j o r  s k i  a r e a s ,  as  I s a i d ,  in 
t h e  l ow e r  4 8 ,  you go t h e r e  and in t h e  communi ty  you have  a number o f  c h o i c e s  
as  t o  whe r e  you want  t o  s k i  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  t ime  t h a t  we s t a r t  t o  c u l t i v a t e  
t he  f r e e dom o f  whe r e  <<e can s k i ,  t o o .  As f a r  a s  no t  h a v i ng  n i g h t  s k i i n g  and 
i t  b e i ng  v e r y  d a r k  in t h e  w i n t e r ,  I do a g r e e ,  howeve r  n o t  t o  have t h e  who l e  
p l a c e  opened up f o r  n i g h t  s k i i n g  I wou l d  p e r s o n a l l y  l i k e  t o  s ee  some n i g h t  
s k i i n g  as  I am a w o r k i n g  mo t h e r  and I wou l d  l o v e  t o  be a b l e  t o  s k i  in the 
e v e n i n g  t ime  c l o s e  t o  my home w i t h  my c h i l d r e n .  A g a i n ,  I a l s o  gr ew up in t he  
S e a t t l e  a r e a  s k i  s c h o o l s  a s  t h e  woman j u s t  t e s t i f i e d  i s  s ome th i ng  t h a t  I grew 
up f r om  g r a d e  s c h o o l  on and I wou l d  l o v e  t o  s e e  t h a t  be s ome th i ng  t h a t  n.y son 
can have  and g r ow up w i t h .  T r y i n g  t o  g e t  him down t o  A l y e s k a  f o r  some good 
s k i i n g  i s  j u s t  d i f f i c u l t  when y o u ' r e  b o t h  w o r k i n g  and t a k e  S a t u r d a y s  and 
Sundays  t o  g e t  some q u a l i t y  good s k i i n g  and t h e r e  j u s t  i s n ' t  enough t ime  on 
weekends  o n l y  t o  g e t  good s k i i n g  and t o  c u l t i v a t e  good l i t t l e  s k - ' r s .  T h a t ' s  
a l l  I have  t o  s a y .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  C r a i g  C ampb e l l .



C r a i g  Campbe l 1 : Thank y ou .  I C r a i g  C ampb e l l ,  one  o f  the two assembl ymen
t h a t  do e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h i s  a r e a .  F o r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  I have been i n v o l v e d  w i t h
wa t ch i n g  t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and what  I want  t o  t a l k  abou t  t o n i g h t
i s  s t r i c t l y  t h e  a ! l o w i n g  o f  s k i i n g  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  by t he  Rogner  d e v e l ­
opment  in t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  T o n i g h t  you have  seen  r e s i d e n t s  f r om the  
H i l a n d  a r e a ,  S ou t h  F o r k ,  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Chug i a k  come o u t  and say  t hey  a r e  in
f a v o r  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t .  We ' r e  t a l k i n g  economi c  d e v e l o pmen t  f o r  no t  o n l y  
A n ch o r a g e ,  n o t  o n l y  A l a s k a ,  bu t  o u r  b a c k y a r d ,  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  We a r e  t he  
one s  who w i l l  have  t o  e n du r e  t he  e c on om i c ,  t h e  e n v i r o n m en t a l  and t he  s o c i a l  
impac t s  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pme n t .  And c l e a r l y  i t ' s  been seen t h a t  t h i s  communi ty 
e n d o r s e s  t h a t  bu t  wnat  I wou l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t a l k  ab ou t  i s  a b i g g e r  i s s u e  t h a t  
t r a n s c e n d s  j u s t  t h e  l o c a l  i n v o l v emen t  h e r e .  Economic d e ve l o pmen t  i s  t he  buzz  
wo rd  o f  t h e  l a t e  ' 8 0 s .  G o v e r n o r  Cowper  has " T r a d t  A l a s k a " .  The Ancho r age  
As s emb l y  i s  g o i n g  t o  be a s k ed  t o  e n d o r s e  t he  Ancho r age  Economic  Deve l o pmen t  
C o r p o r a t i o n .  W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be a s k ed  t o  pu t  in $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a l o n g  w i t h  p r i v a t e
b u s i n e s s  p u t t i n g  in $ 50 0 , 0 0 0 , a l o n g  w i t h  t he  s t a t e  p u t t i n g  in $500 , 000 ' f o r  a 
g r an d  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  ec onomi c  b u s i n e s s e s  in t h e  Ancho r age  
a r e a .  T h i s  i s  one  o f  t h e  m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  can c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t .  Not  
o n l y  does  i t  p r o v i d e  j o b s ,  n o t  o n l y  does  i t  p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  o u r  a r e a  and 
h e l p  make E a g l e  R i v e r / C h u g i a k  an i nde pende n t  communi t y ;  i t  a l s o  b r i n g s  in 
a d d i t i o n a l  money ,  money f r om o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a .  And my l i m i t e d  economi c  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  t h a t  money b r o u g h t  in m u l t i p l e s  f a r  f a s t e r  and t a r  f u r t h e r  
t hen  money i n t e r n a l l y  s p e n t .  T h i s  i s  good f o r  u s .  Our  n e i g h b o r s  a r e  s a y i n g  
i t ' s  good f o r  u s .  I t ' s  d e s i r e d  and I recommend t h a t  y o u r  m a s t e r  p l a n  e n d o r s e  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  by s k i i n g  in t he  s t a t e  p a r k  on t h e  H i l a n d  and 
Sou t h  F o r k  a r e a s .  As a p l a n n e r ,  I want  t o  c omp l imen t  you on y o u r  wo r k  e f f o r t  
h e r e  b e cau s e  I a l s o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  as  a p r o f e s s i o n .  Y ou r  t a s k  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
and " e ' l l  be a w a i t i n g  y o u r  coming back  t o  us w i t h  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  because  
t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  e f f o r t ,  t h e  p e o p l e  
h e r e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t e s imo n y  t h e y ' v e  been a b l e  t o  g i v e  t o  you t o n i g h t  and 
e n c o u r a g e  you t o  p r e s s  on .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  Doug Dowden.

Doug Dowden : My name i s  Doug Dowden.  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  I s t r o n g l y
f a v o r  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  bu t  a l s o  wanted t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I was p e r s o n n a l l y  
q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  wh i ch  o c c u r r e d  a t  S e r v i c e  
High S c hoo l  l a s t  week and t h en  t o  some e x t e n t  a g a i n  t o n i g h t  I c e r t a i n l y  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e r e  wou l d  be c o nc e r n  e x p r e s s e d  o v e r  t h e  impac t  o f  t he  p r o p o s ed  
s k i  c o n c e s s i o n  on t h e  o t h e r  u s e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  and most  o f  a l l  I 
e x p e c t e d  t h e r e  be a comment ,  some c o n c e r n ,  e x p r e s s e d  o v e r  t he  l i f e s t y l e  o f  the 
s u r r o u n d i n g  commun i t y .  A l l  t h o s e  a r e  v e r y  n a t u r a l  c o n c e r n s  which s h o u l d  be 
a d d r e s s e d .  What I d i d n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e ,  p e r h a p s  I s h o u K  was t h a t  some o f  the 
l o u d e s t  and b e s t  o r g a n i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  wou l d  come f r om  a g r oup  who had no 
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p a r k  i t s e l f  o r  t h e  communi ty  o r  t h e  w i l d l i f e  o r  any 
o f  t h e  a u x i l l i a r y  c o n c e r n s .  Tha t  t hey we r e  p r i m a r i l y  d e a d s e t  t o  h a l t  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  b e c au s e  i t  wou l d  p r o v i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  own p l a nne d  p r o j e c t  in 
H a t c h e r  P a s s .  The r e  have  been s e v e r a l  comments made h e r e  t o n i g h t .  The u r g i n g  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  n o t  t o  j u s t  l i s t e n  t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w i t h  t he  bucks  and 
t h a t  j u s t  have d o l l a r  s i g n s  in a n y t h i n g  t h e y  do .  My comment on t h a t  wou l d  be 
y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  g i v e  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t he  economi c  impac t  any p r o j e c t  wou l d  
h a v e .  And c e r t a i n l y  I wou l d  be l e s s  t han  h o n e s t  i f  I was t o  s a y  I was u n c o n ­
c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  e c onomi c s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I 'm q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i t ,  the  
impac t  i t  w i l l  have  on t he  a r e a .  But  I w i l l  s t a t e  t h a t  i f  you want  t o  i g n o r e
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t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  t he  p a r k  be cau se  o f  bucks  y o u ' r e  we l come t o  
i g n o r e  them.  L a s t  week ,  theri-.  h a s n ' t  been t o o  much h e r e  t o n i g h t  be cau se  most  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  I t h i n k  know b e t t e r ,  bu t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a l o t  l a s t  week 
s t a t e d ,  r e a l l y  s t r o n g  q u e s t i o n i n g  o*  t ha  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  That
Rogne r  was a f r a u d ,  d i d n ' t  have t he  money ,  t h e  who l e  t h i n g ' s  a sham and 
a n y o n e ' s  an i d i o t  who t h i n k s  t h a t  someone wou l d  come f r om a r ound  t h e  w o r l d  t o  
a r e s o r t  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  had h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g  in t he  summer and c r o s s - c o u n t r y  
s k i i n g  in t h e  w i n t e r  and c a no e i n g  and h i k i n g  and ba ckp ac k i ng  a l l  s e t  in t he  
mos t  b e a u t i f u l  r i v e r  v a l l e y  in N o r t h  Amer i ca  o r  p o s s i b l y  t he  w o r l d ,  and i t  was 
l o c a t e d  c l o s e  t o  hund r ed s  o f  shopp i ng  a t t r a c t i o n s  in downtown Ancho r age  and 
E a g l e  R i v e r .  I t  was j u s t  im p o s s i b l e  t h a t  anyone  wou l d  be drawn t o  t h a t .  Now 
we a l l  know b e t t e r .  We know t he  a l l u r e  t h a t  a r e a  h a s ,  and wou l d  n o t  t h i n k  t o  
q u e s t i o n  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h a t  o r  w e ' r e  dumb enough t o  sw a l l ow  i t  when somebody 
comes and t r i e s  t o  t e l l  us t h a t  o u r  v a l l e y  i s  b e a u t i f u l  and I p l e a d  g u i l t y  on 
t h a t ,  I ' v e  swa l l owed  t h a t .  I was t o l d  t he  v a l l e y  had t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  and I 
admi t  I b e l i e v e  i t .  They a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  some c o n c e r n ,  t h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  a 
p u b l i c  «?tatement made l a s t  week t h a t  i f  t h i s  v a l l e y  had any  a t t r a c t i o n ,  t hen 
maybe t h e y ' d  a done i t  but  t h ey  d i d n ' t .  I t h i n k  t h e y  we r e  a l s o  a l i t t l e  b i t  
b a f f l e d  why a f o r e i g n  d e v e l o p e r  wou l d come in and d e c i d e  t o  team up w i t h  t h e  
l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e  l andowne r  in t h i s  a r e a  r a t h e r  than team up w i t h  them and
d e v e l o p  H a t c h e r  P a s s .  They we re  q u i t e  o f f e n d e d  t h a t  Rogne r  d i d  no t  come t o
them as w e l l .  Then o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  demanded t h a t  t h e r e  wou l d  be h e a r i n g s  in 
t h e  Ha t  V a l l e y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t he  b e s t  us e  o f  t he  p a r k  l and in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  
V a l l e y .  Th e r e  we r e  comments made,  a p p a r e n t l y  t h a t  was g r a nd  o f  the  p a n e l ,
t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a mee t i n g  a t  W a s i l l a  and t h e r e  w i l l  be a m a s s i v e  t u r n o u t  
o f  p e o p l e  f r om  W a s i l l a  t o  s a y  why you o u g h t . . . y o u  w i l l  h e a r  more t h a t  R o g n e r ' s  
a phony and e v e r y t h i n g . . . a t t r a c t  t o u r i s t s  wouid be v i a b l e . . . a  bunch o f  i d i o t s .  
Go a h ead .  I t h i n k  i t s  a wa s t e  o f  t ime but  go ahead and do i t .  In summary,  
I ' l l  j u s t  s i m p l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  f o l k s  who have come h e r e  t o n i g h t  t o  e x p r e s s  
c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h e  impact  t h e  s k i  s l o p e  w i l l  have on y o u r  p a r k ,  on t h e  s t a t e ' s  
economy ,  on t h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  Sou th  F o r k  and E a g l e  R i v e r  communi t y ,  o f  t he  
w i l d l i f e ,  o r  any r e l a t e d  i s s u e ,  I j u s t  s im p l y  s a y  t h e s e  a r e  v e r y  v a l i d  c o n ­
c e r n s .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  we a l l  need t o  wo rk  t o g e t h e r  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  a l l  a d d r e s s e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  But  t o  t h o s e  who were  o n l y  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  
t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  a v o i d  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  own,  I ' d  s ay  hey g u y s ,  we l come t o  
t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t em ,  and then i n v i t e  you t o  t a k e  a f l y i n g  l e a p  o f f  o f  
P i o n e e r  P e ak .

Al  H e i n e r s : The n e x t  p e r s o n  i s  Todd H i n e r .

Todd H i n e r : T hank s .  Hy name i s  Todd H i n e r .  I 'm a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  Guess I
o p po s e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  and a p p r o v e  o f  t he  g r e e n b e l t  and I ' v e  j u s t  g o t  some 
b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b ou t  a s k i  r e s o r t .  I 'm a w i l d e r n e s s  g u i d e  and c o u l d ,  I gu e s s  
p o t e n t i a l l y ,  make b i g  bucks  o f f  a s k i  r e s o r t  w i t h  i t s  f o l k s  bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t ' s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t he  p a r k  t o  be an economic  b o o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  I t h i n k
i t ' s  g r e a t  i f  i t s  on p r i v a t e  l a n d .  We can a l l  s h a r e  in t he  b e n e f i t s .  But  I 'm
no t  s u r e  i f  t he  p a r k  s h o u l d  have a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  i r .  T h a t ' s  n o t  why t he  
p a r k  was s e t  a s i d e .  I t  was s e t  a s i d e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  n o t  e c onomi c  means .  I 
hope t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  c o u l d  go in s t a y i n g  o f f  p a r k  l a n d s .  I t h i n k  t he  bo t t om
l i n e  i s  i f  you want  t o  be r e a l i s t i c ,  Sou th  F o r k  i s  g o i ng  t o  change .  A l l  t h e
p e o p l e  t h a t  own p r o p e r t y  back  t h e r e  a r e  g o i ng  t o  r e ap  b e n e f i t s ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s ­
men h e r e  in E a g l e  R i v e r  w i l l ,  but  t h e y ' r e  p r o b a b l y  go i ng  t o  move o u t .  T h e y ' r e  
g o i ng  t o  make t h e i r  money and go t o  some p l a c e  e l s e  t h a t ' s  n i c e  and q u i e t .  
They r e s t  o f  us may no t  be a b l e  t o  do t h a t .  The v a l l e y ' s  g o i ng  t o  c hange .



The w i l d e r n e s s  a s p e c t  wou l d  be much more c r owded and I t h i n k  DNR needs t o  
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  and pu t  i t  i n t h e  e q u a t i o n ,  I t ' s  ha r d  t o  pu t  a d o l l a r  s i g n  on 
w i l d e r n e s s .  I t  d o e s n ' t  e q u a t e  as  much as  j o b s  and j o b s  a r e  r e a l  imp o r t a n t  and 
w e ' r e  a l l  h ung r e y  r i g h t  now.  I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a d i f f i c u l t  e q u a t i o n  t o  make 
t h e r e  bu t  I j u s t  want  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  end o f  t he  e q u a t i o n  
g e t s  s u f f i c i e n t  w e i g h t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Dave Geo rge .

Dave G e o r g e ; Dave Geo rge  s p e a k i n g  as  a H i l a n d  r e s i d e n t .  I 'm opposed t o  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  be cau se  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make a f ew 
comments on t he  s k i  l o d g e .  As o f  t h e  added s p e c u l a t i o n  t h e r e ' s  no impact  
s t a t e m en t s  on t h e  e n v i r o n me n t .  My b i g  c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  snow.  Where 
w i l l  t h e y  g e t  t h e  w a t e r ?  W i l l  t h a t  e f f e c t  t he  r e s i d e n t s '  w e l l  w a t e r  t a b l e ?  
And t h en  in t h e  s p r i n g ,  w i l l  t h a t  e f f e c t  o u r  d r a i n a g e  s y s t ems  i n t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  
V a l l e y .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  F r ed  Dyson .

F r ed  D y s o n : My name i s  F r ed  Dyson .  I 'm h e r e  b o t h  as a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  and I
a l s o  r e p r e s e n t  t h i s  a r e a  on t he  Ancho r age  A s s emb l y .  I s e r v e d  f o r  a y e a r  o r  
two on t he  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  Commi t t ee  and I d i d  t h a t  
c h e e r f u l l y  be c au s e  I c o n s i d e r  t h i s  p a r k  t o  be a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s s e t  t o  t h e  
Ancho r age  communi t y .  I t  i s  one  o f  t h e  second  o r  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  s t a t e  p a r k s  in 
t he  w o r l d  and t o  have t h a t  p a r k  a d j a c e n t  t o  o u r  l a r g e s t  c e n t e r  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  
t o  me i s  a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s s e t  f o r  t he  c i t y .  I a l s o  r e a l i z e d  w h i l e  I was 
on t he  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  Commi t t ee  t h a t  t h o s e  who had gone  b e f o r e  me had
d e v e l o p e d ,  «/hat I c o n s i d e r  t o  be a v e r y  r a t i o n a l  c o n c e p t .  And as  I remember ,
i t  was t h a t  t he  p a r k  was s e t - u p  in t h r e e  z o n e s .  The z o n e  f u r t h e s t  back t o  t he  
e a s t  was in f a c t  t o  be the  a r e a  where  t h e r e  was t o  be v i r t u a l l y  no impact  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  u s e  by p e o p l e .  No f a c i l i t i e s  b u i l t ,  no c amp s i t e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and no 
t r a i l s .  I ' v e  been a b a c k p a c k e r  a l l  my l i f e  and my own p r o p e n s i t y  i s  f o r  t h e  
q u i e t  s p o r t s  and I ' v e  e n j o y e d  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k  and I s u s p e c t  I ' v e
s p en t  now s e v e r a l  t h ous and  h o u r s  t h e r e .  The n e x t  r e g i o n  in was t o  have o n l y
t r a i l s  and no pe rmanen t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  n o t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t h e  c o n c e p t  was t h a t  
in t h e  n e a r e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k  wou l d  have d e v e l o p e d  t r a i l s ,  p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,  
g u i d ed  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  more a c c e s s  f o r  h a nd i c a pped  p e o p l e  and o b v i o u s l y  
more impac t  f r om  the  use  o f  p e o p l e  and i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  was a v e r y  w e l l  
t h o ug h t  o u t  d e ve l o pmen t  p l a n  and what  we a r e  s e e i n g  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  s k i  a r e a  
f i t s  i n t o  t h a t  c o nc e p t  o f  k e ep i ng  t he  maximum impact  a r e a  on t he  a r e a  n e a r e s t  
where  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v e  and mak ing i t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  who a r e  p e r h ap s  n o t  
w i l d e r n e s s  t o u r i s t s  l i k e  m y s e l f  o r  may no t  e n j o y  t h e  v i g o r  o f  h e a l t h  t h a t  I do 
o r  have  my own p a r t i c u l a r  t a s t e s  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a v e r y  r a t i o n a l  c o nc e p t  
and I s u s p e c t  t h a t  whe r e  t h o s e  l i n e s  we r e  drawn w i l l  h a ve  t o  be m o d i f i e d  some 
t o  accommodate t h i s  bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t ' s  a l t o g e t h e r  p r o p e r .  I a l s o  t h i n k  
t h a t  l i f e  w i l l  change f o r  a l l  o f  us h e r e  in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a  and Sou th  
F o r k  and a p a r t  o f  t h a t  I l amen t  and I t h i n k  f o r  t h o s e  o f  us  who moved h e r e  
h op i ng  t o  p r e s e r v e  some k i nd  o f  a v e r y  r u r a l  o r  a l m o s t  s e m i - w i 1d e r n e s s  l i f e ­
s t y l e ,  t he  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  i s  g o i ng  t o  change  t h a t .  I w i sh  i t
w a s n ' t  s o .  The l and beyond my own home wh i ch  i s  a t  t h e  end o f  a dead end 
r o a d ,  an a lm o s t  u n b u i l d a b l e  l o t ,  i s  z oned  f o r  a p a r t m e n t s  and someday i t  w i l l  
be e c on om i c a l  t o  b u i l d  a p a r t m e n t s  t h e r e  and t he  p r i v a c y  t h a t  I e n j o y  w i l l  be 
changed and what  I moved t h e r e  f o r  w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t  and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  go i ng  
t o  be t he  same f o r  t he  f o l k s  in Sou t h  F o r k .  I want  you t o  know t h a t  I 'm
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s y m p a t h e t i c  a b ou t  t h a t  but  I t h i n k  i t s  i n e v i t a b l e  and I s u s p e c t  t h a t  the 
i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  t h a t  we a l !  e n j o y  w i l l  h e l p  t o  c u s h i o n  t h a t  b l ow but  
t he  f a m i l y  homes t ead i s  g o i ng  t o  be d i f f e r e n t .  But  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  i n e v i t a ­
b l e  f o r  a l l  o f  u s .  I a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  I know t h a t  t he  s t a t e  p a r k  due t o  my 
y e a r s  I was i n v o l v e d  and now s u f f e r s  f r om  l a c k . . . h o p i n g  t h a t  t he  i n c r e a s e d  t a x  
base  and r e v enue s  f r om p r o j e c t s  l i k e  t h i s ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
o n e ,  bu t  w i l l  h e l p  t o  g i v e  us t h e  r e v e n ue s  t h a t  we need in t h e  f u t u r e  t o
m a i n t a i n  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  we h a v e .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  an a l t o g e t h e r  r e a s o n a b l e
t h i n g .  I have a l v/ays come o u t  o f  t h e  bush in t h e  p a r k  w i t h  more we i gh t  on my 
back f r om p i c k i n g  up o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  g a r b a g e .  I s t i l l  have  some marks  on my 
hand f r om a r a t h e r  h e a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  m o t o r c y c l i s t s  who we re  t e a r i n g  up 
p a r t  o f  a l p i n e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  needed t o  be t o r n  up .  S o ,  a l l  t h a t  
i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  I t h i n k  l i f e  i s  c hang i ng  f o r  us a l l .  I t h i n k  t h a t  what  t h i s
s k i  a r e a  w i l l  do in t he  a g g r e g a t e  w i l l  be g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t o  t he  
p a r k  and t he  c i t i z e n s  in t he  Ancho r age  bowl  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  c i t i z e n s  h e r e ,  but
l i f e  w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t .  I 'm c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  we have  in
t h e  communi t y  and on t he  p a r k  s t a f f  t h a t  i t  can be done r e a s o n a b l y ,  n e ve r
p e r f e c t l y ,  and t h a t  w e ' l l  be g l a d  t o  l o o k  ba ck  and say  t h a t  we d i d  i t  p r e t t y
w e l l  and I commend you guys f o r  t a k i n g  t he  t ime  and p u t t i n g  up w i t h  wh a t e v e r  
abuse  t h e r e  has been bu t  a l s o  f o r  y o u r  p a t i e n c e  and I ' v e  g o t  a l o t  o f  c o n f i ­
dence t h a t  y o u ' l l  do w e l l .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank you .

Al  Omoz u s k i : My name i s  Al Omozusk i .  I have l i v e d  in A l a s k a  s i n c e  ' 6 9 . I ' v e
l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  f o r  t he  l a s t  10 y e a r s .  I l i v e  on t h e  sunny s i d e  o f  t he
r i v e r  and my v i ew ou t  o f  my home i s  t he  a r e a  t h a t ' s  p r op o s e d  f o r  t h e  s k i
s l o p e .  I d o n ' t  have any p r ob l em  w i t h  s l o p e s  g o i n g  up t h e r e .  I 'm f u l l y  in 
f a v o r  o f  i t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  h i n d e r  my v i ew a t  a l l  o r  d e n e g r a t e  
i t  in any  way .  I a g r e e  w i t h  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  a b ou t  p u t t i n g  s k i  s l o p e s  
i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .  The a r e a  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i s  no t  w i l d e r n e s s  
a r e a .  I t ' s  p a r k  a r e a  y e s ,  but  i t ' s  a l s o  g o t  i n h o l d i n g s ,  p e o p l e  l i v e  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  s e e  any p r o b l e m w i t h  some f u r t h e r  d e v e l o pme n t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we s h o u l d  
l e t  anybody  go i n . . . b u t  t he  d e v e l o p e r  t h a t ' s  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  a p r o j e c t  in h e r e  
r i g h t  now i s  '*• l o o k i n g  f o r  t h a t .  From e v e r y t h i n g  I ' v e  he a r d  f r om  the  
d i f f e r e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  I ' v e  h e a r d  h e ' s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e ,  t r y i n g  t o  
do a good j o b ,  t r y i n g  t o  make us p r oud  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p men t .  He ' s  g o i ng  t o  be
s p end i ng  a l o t  o f  money h e r e .  P e o p l e  have  been c h e c k i n g  up on h im,  t o  wh a t ­
e v e r  d e g r e e  I d o n ' t  know,  but  t h ey  have been c h e c k i n g  i n t o  h im.  He seems t o  
be 100%.  What can we s a y ?  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we need any more l e g i s l a t i o n .  I 
know o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  h e r e  t h a t  s a y s  we need some more l e g i s l a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  s o .  I t h i n k  we ' ve  g o t  t o o  much l e g i s l a t i o n .  What I t h i n k  we s h o u l d  do 
i s  go ahead w i t h  the p r o j e c t ,  w i t h  some s t i p u l a t i o n s ,  g i v e  him some g u i d a n c e ,  
g i v e  him some p e r ame t e r s  t o  l i v e  w i t h ,  h e ' s  t he  e x p e r t .  Some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
f r om H a t c h e r  Pass  have wo rked on t h e i r  p r o j e c t  f o r  y e a r s  but  maybe t h e y  n e v e r
d e v e l o p e d  o n e .  Maybe t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o b l e m .  T h i s  g u y ' s  a l r e a d y  g o t  a h i s t o r y  o f
do i ng  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o j e c t s .  He d o e s n ' t  have t o  t a k e  as  l o n g .  He ' s  g o t  t h e
money t o  back  i t  up .  L e t  him go f o r  i t  and g i v e  him some h e l p .  T h a t ' s  a l l
I 1ve g o t  t o  s a y .

Al M e i n e r s . Thank you .

Lee J o r d a n : My name i s  Lee J o r d a n .  As l ong  as  y o u •ve s t i l l  g o t  . f ew m i nu t e s  
b e f o r e  you have t o  ge t  o u t  o f  h e r e  I w i l l  go ahead  and s a y  "me ,  t o o "  t o  a l o t
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o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have been s a i d .  I s u p p o r t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ,  t h e  
u s e  o f  p a r k  l and s  f o r  s k i  s l o p e s .  The q u e s t i o n  t h a t  y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t o n i g h t  
i s  s h o u l d . . . .  We a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  how t h o s e  t h i n g s  s h ou l d  be 
d e v e l o p e d .  Some q u e s t i o n s  have been r a i s e d  by v a r i o u s  s p e a k e r s  and I t h i n k  
t h e s e  can be a d d r e s s e d  in the p r o p o s a l  g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t  you i s s u e d  and I am 
s u r e  you w i l l  be p u t t i n g  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s  i n t o  t h a t .  Y o u ' v e  he a r d  t h a t  p e o p l e  
g e n e r a l l y  l i k e  t h e  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  and even though t h e r e  may be o t h e r s  I t h i n k  
t h a t  what  y o u ' r e  h e a r i n g  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  a r e  t he  c o n d i t i o n s  t he  p e op l e  l i k e .  
They have n o t  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  in t he  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e .  A 
c o u p l e  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  anybody  s a y  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  b e n e f i t  f i n a n c i a l l y  f r om t h i s  c o n c e s s i o n  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  be a v e r y  sound and h e f t y  r e a l i z a t i o n  t o  t he  s t a t e  t o  h e l p  o f f s e t  some 
o f  t h e  c o s t s  t h a t  a r e  i r v o l v e d  h e r e .  Y o u ' r e  go i ng  t o  g e t  i n c r e a s e d  ec onomi c  
s u p p o r t ,  i n c r e a s e d  t a x  t a s e ,  i n c r e a s ed  t a x e s  and o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  bu t  t h e r e  s t i l l  
s h o u l d  be some c o n c e s s i o n . . . .  A l s o  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ay  t h a t  we have t o  t a k e  a 
l o o k  a t  t h e  impac t  on t he  p a r k  i f  the  r e s o r t  does  n o t  go i n .  We ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  
a v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  s i z e ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a r e a  t h a t  i s  un de r  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o pmen t ,  
t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be d e v e l o p e d  a t  some p o i n t  in t ime  in some way.  I happen t o  
f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  a v e r y  good use  o f  t h a t  l and  and t h e r e  
p r o b a b l y  wou l d  be a l o t  l e s s  n e g a t i v e  impact  on t h e  p a r k  than i f  i t  we r e  
d e v e l o p e d  f o r  o t h e r  t y p e  u s e s ,  c o m me r c i a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  n o t  s o  c l e a n  t ype  u s e s .  
You a l r e a d y  have in t h e  a r e a  highway p r o p o s a l  c o u l d  go t h r o u g h  wh ich i s  g o i n g  
t o  ha ve  l i g h t s  w i t h  i t .  You have two p r i s o n s  in t h e  a r e a ,  a l l  n e a r b y .  W e ' r e  
n o t  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  impac t  on w i l d e r n e s s - t y p e  a r e a s .  W e ' r e  
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  a good u s e  in a p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  s u b j e c t  t o  
u s e .  A l s o  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make no t e  t h a t  we ' v e  seen r e c e n t l y  t h a t  A l a s k a ,  and I 
u s e  A l a s k a  r a t h e r  t han  Ancho r age ,  p r e s e n t l y  in s econd  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  O l ymp i c  
b i d  and t he  main t h i n g  seems t o  be t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  s k i  f a c i  1 i t  i e s . . .  in t h e  
Eu r o pean  p l a c e  wh i ch  has t he  l e ad  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  has a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
downtown in c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  t o  mos t  p e o p l e  in downtown.  T h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e s o r t  and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d e ve l o pmen t  w i l l  o f f s e t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  
Tha t  a l s o  t i e s  in a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t he  a r gumen t  f o r  H a t c h e r  P a s s .  As I u n d e r ­
s t a n d  i t  f r om  my t a l k  w i t h  t h e  Rogner  p e o p l e ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t  c o u n t i n g  on A l a s k a n s  
t o  u s e  t h a t  f a c i l i t y .  T h e y ' r e  go i ng  t o  b r i n g  p e o p l e  f r om  o v e r s e a s ,  p e o p l e  
f r om  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  and t hey  w i l l  be t h e  main u s e r s ,  t h e  main t e n a n t s  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t he  main u s e r s .  Anybody f r om  t h i s  a r e a  who uses  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
be a b e n e f i t  and a p l u s  bu t  no t  a n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  t h a t .  But  t h a t  does  n o t  
p r e c l u d e  t he  o t h e r  u s e s .  And a l s o  I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  use  o f  
p r i v a t e  l and  f o r  t h i s  d e ve l opmen t  f o r  a s k i  s l o p e  i s  j u s t  a smoke s c r e e n .  
Th e r e  i s  none t h a t  can be d e v e l o p  d f o r  t h a t .  Thank y ou .

Ai M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e ?

Don F o l l o w s : I w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  do t h i s .  I d i d  t h i s  t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t  a t
S e r v i c e  High S c h o o l .  My name i s  Don F o l l o w s .  I ' v e  l i v e d  i n  Ancho r age  f o r  12
y e a r s .  I made my l i v i n g  as  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p a r k  p l a n n e r ,  i n t e r p r e t i v e  g e o ­
l o g i s t  and o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t .  I a l s o  was r a i s e d  in C o l o r a d o  and 
U t ah  l ong  b e f o r e  t h e r e  we r e  mount a i n  c l i m b i n g  p e o p l e ,  l ong  b e f o r e  t h e r e  we r e  
c anoe  and k a y a k e r s ,  l ong  b e f o r e  t h e r e  we r e  many b a c k p a c k e r s .  As a sma l l  boy  
t h e r e  was d o w nh i l l  s k i i n g  in U t ah .  I d o n ' t  have t o  t e l l  you how many r e s o r t s  
a r e  in Ut ah and C o l o r a d o  do i ng  some v e r y  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s ,  f i r s t  c l a s s  r e ­
s o r t s ,  and as  I l o o k  a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  as  l i t t l e  a s  I know a b ou t  i t ,  I can s a y
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c l a s s y  p r o p o s a l .  I t ' s  e x c i t i n g .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a w o n d e r f u l
t h i n g  f o r  A l a s k a  and e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t he  p e o p l e  in E a g l e  R i v e r .  In C o l o r a d o  in
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wou l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  up t h e r e  and e n j o y  t h e  v i ew ,  
f u l l y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  wou l d  be a good t h i n g .

Al  H e i n e r s .  Thank y o u .  S t e v e .

l ong as  i t  was done c a r e -

I 'm 
I 'm

some comments t o  make ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  g r e e n b e l t .  
s p en t  in t h e  p a s t  q u i t e  a f ew h o u r s  on t he  r i v e r ,  
t h a t  c o u n t r y .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l l y  good t h a t  t h e  p a r k  
g r e e n b e l t  a r e a .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  a l ow de ve l opmen t  t ype  
Paved t r a i l s ,  I n e v e r  r e a l l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t .  I t h i n k
down a t  t h e  c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  i s  r e a l l y  a w o n d e r f u l  p l a c e

a b o a t e r  on t h e  r i v e r ,  i f  we had t h a t  k i nd  
o f  p o i n t s  i t  wou l d  r e a l l y  change t h e
So ,  i f  t h e r e  was t o  be t h a t  t y p e  o f

S t e v e : Y e a ,  I ' v e  g o t
a k a y a k e r  and I have 
p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  a s  a 
o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  t h e  paved t r a i 1 
and a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  u s e  i t ,  bu t  as  
o f  b i c y c l e  a c t i v i t y  v i s i b l e  a t  a l o t  
who l e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e .
d e v e l o pme n t ,  which I 'm no t  in f a v o r  o f ,  I wou l d  want  t o  s ee  i t  away f r om  the  
r i v e r  s o  t h a t  you d o n ' t  have  t h a t  v i s u a l  impac t .  I wou l d  want  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a n o n - m o t o r i z e d  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  wh o l e  a r e a .  No h o r s e s  because  
o f  what  t h e y  do t o  t h e  t r a i l s  and t he  messes  t h ey  l e a v e  b e h i n d .  A l s o ,  i f
t h e r e  we r e  any c o n c e s s i o n s ,  I wou l d  imag i ne  i t ' s  a r e a l  p o p u l a r  p l a c e  f o r  
p e o p l e  who d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  ab ou t  c a n o e i n g  a t  a l l ,  t h e y  can go t h e r e  and 
l e a r n .  I w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s ee  a b o a t  l i v e r y  a t  one  o f  y o u r  l i t t l e  e n t r y
p o i n t s  in t h e  r i v e r .  I t h i n k  r i v e r  a c c e s s . . . i t  wou l d  be r e a l l y  good t o  have a 
f ew d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  t o  g e t  in and o u t  o f .  The b r i d g e s ,  I 'm
no t  r e a l  keen on t h a t ,  bu t  in t he  uppe r  r e a c h e s  o f  t he  p a r k  t h e r e  i t  wou l d  be
n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  u n l e s s  you wanted t o  f o r d ,  
wh ich c o u l d  be q u i t e  h a z a r d o u s ,  s o  pe r haps  t h a t  i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  use  f o r  the 
p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  I e x p e c t ,  bu t  i t  t o o k  me a f e w . . .  As f a r  as  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s ,  I 'm a d aman t l y  oppo s ed  t o  any l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k  a n ywhe r e .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  a r ^ a s  o f  t h e  p a r k  wou l d  be a f f e c t e d  by t he  d a y - u s e r s  t h a t  
go in t h e r e  t o  g e t  away f r om  t own,  t o  g e t  away f r om  t he  n o i s e  and t he  h u s t l e  
and b u s t l e  o f  t he  c i t y .  They can d r i v e  up t o  one o f  t h e  t r a i l h e a d s  and go f o r  
a h i k e  and in an h ou r  t h e y  a r e  in t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  And t h en  you g e t  a h e l i c o p ­
t e r  coming in t h e r e  and t h ey  go r i g h t  back  in t he  c i t y  a g a i n ,  so I d o n ' t  f e e l  
t h a t ' s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r s  c o u l d  be used in any 
o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  bu t  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  a gem and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  we s h o u l d  s t a r t  c h i p p i n g  away a t  i t  t o  accommodate t h e s e  u s e s .  You can 
have j u s t  a s  s c e n i c  a f l i g h t  in some o f  t h e  o . h e r  moun t a i n  r a nge s  —  t h e  Kenai  
Moun t a i n s  o r  t he  T a l k e e t n a  Moun t a i n s .  The p r o x i m i t y  t o  Ancho r age  i s  a v e r y
c o n v e n i e n t  t h i n g  f o r  
bend t o  t h e i r  needs

t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a : o r s  bu t  
a t  a l l  on t h a t  c o u n t .  I mean

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t he  a c c e s s . . . I

we s h o u l d  
t h i n k  i t

I t ' s  j u s t  an i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t he  p a r k  t h a t ' s  
f a r  as  r e s c u e  l a n d i n g s  t h a t  wou l d  be done by

wou l d  be b e t t e r  somewhere e l s e ,  
n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  in my o p i n i o n .  As 
P a r k  p e r s o n n e l  o r  o t h e r s  I t h i n k s  i t ' s  g o od ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  
t h i n g .  I ' v e  h i k e d  in t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  went  a c r o s s  t he  Crow Pa s s  T r a i l  ab ou t  f o u r  
y e a r s  ago  on Memor i a l  weekend and t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  buzzed t h r o u gh  
and i t  r u i n e d  i t .  We we r e  t h e r e  f o r ,  we had been in t h e r e  f o r  .1 day and a 
h a l f  and were  s t a r t i n g  t o  f e e l  r e a l l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  and 
t hen  t h i s  c h op p e r  comes in and i t  was t e r r i b l e .  The r e  we r e  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  in 
t h e r e  and we a l l  t a l k e d  amongs t  u s ,  you know,  t h a t  i t  was a bad s c e ne .  So ,
t h a t ' s  the
opposed  
r e s o r t ,  
l o t  o f  money t o  
i t ' s  d a r k  t h e r e

The s k i  d e v e l o p m en t ,  once  a g a i n  I 'm 
i t ' s  a bad p l a c e  t o  d e v e l o p  a sk i  

I t ' s  v a r y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  wo r k  r e a l l y  ha rd  and spend a

way
the

I f e e l  a b ou t  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
s k i  d e v e l o p m en t .  I t h i n k

t u r n  t h a t  i n t o  
in t h e  w i n t e r ,

a good s k i i n g  l o c a t i o n .  They d o n ' t  g e t  snow,  
t h e y ' r e  n o t  in t h e  sunny a r e a .  E v e r y t h i n g ' s
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a g a i n s t  t h e  s k i  a r e a  f r om t h e  s t a r t .  I mean,  t h e y ' r e  s t a r t i n g  o u t  in a bad 
p i a c e ' a n d  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  t h ough t  i t  t h r o u gh  w e l l  enough .  The o n l y  
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  l i k e  a b ou t  i t  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  The mou n t a i n  i s ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t ' s  a good p l a c e  t o  d e v e l o p  a s k i  r e s o r t  and I 'm s u r e  t h a t  t h r ough  t h e i r  
s t a t i s t i c s  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t ' s  an e x p e n s i v e  p l a c e  t o  d e v e l o p  o n e .  A l l  
t h e i r  t h i n g s  l i k e  d o i ng  t he  snowmaking and a l l  t h a t  o t h e r  s t u f f  t h a t  goes  
a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  g o i ng  t o  be t h a t  b i g  o f  a boom f o r  t he
l o c a l s .  We ' ve  go t  A l y e s k a  h e r e  and i t  sounds  t o  me f r om r e a d i n g  some o f  t he
a r t i c l e s  in t h e  p a pe r  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  p r e t t y  l i m i t e d  e x p o s u r e  but  i t  sounded l i k e  
•a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  t h e r e  a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g  u s i n g  t h i s  p l a c e  a r e  t h e  j e t  s e t t e r s ,  
f o l k s  f r om  o u t - o f - s t a t e ,  n o t  s o  much the  l o c a l  p e o p l e .  I t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be more 
o f  an e x c l u s i v e  d e ve l o pmen t  and I t h i n k  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  in town t h a t  we ' v e  
j u s t  been t a l k i n g  a b ou t  c e r t a i n l y  a r e n ' t  g o i ng  t o  be a b l e  t o  us e  i t .  i t h i n k  
w e ' r e  j u s t  c h i p p i n g  away a t  t he  p a r k  a g a i n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a good t h i n g
t o  do .  I t ' l l  a f f e c t  t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  t he  b i r d s  back  in t h a t  Sou t h  F o r k  a r e a ,
t h e r e ' s  some p r e t t y  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  back t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e y ' l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  
need f o u r  s e a s on  use  t o  make a go o f  t h a t  a r e a .  I t ' s  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  be a l o t  
more p r e s s u r e  t han  I t h i n k  t h e  v a l l e y  can h a n d l e .  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Bob Doogan .  T h a t ' s  i t .  I s  t h e r e  anybody  e l s e
t h a t . . . y e s .

J ane  M e y e r ; Y e a .  I ' v e  been l i s t e n i n g  t o  what  e v e r y b o d y ' s  s a i d .  My name i s
Jane  Meyer  and I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  G i r dwood .  A f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  what  a l l  has
been s a i d  I ' d  s a y  I have  t o  a g r e e  in t e rms o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  p l a n  on p r e t t y  
much e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  S t e v e  has s a i d .  I h a v e n ' t  t h o ug h t  a b ou t  t h e  r e s o r t  and I 
d o n ' t  know the  a r e a  t o  comment on i t  but  I have a v e r y  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  ab ou t  
h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  g o i ng  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  I h a v e n ' t  
e x p e r i e n c e d  i t  h e r e  in A l a s k a  bu t  I was r e c e n t l y  in t h e  Waimea V a l l e y  in 
Hawai i  and I was g o i n g  a r oun d  a r e a l  n a r r ow  p a t h ,  had no i dea  t h e r e  was a
h e l i c o p t e r  in t h e  v a l l e y  and i t  j u s t  a p p e a r e d ,  t h i s  d i s r u p t i o n  r o a r ,  and I
a lm o s t  f e l l  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  and i t  was a w f u l .  And t h e r e  was n o t  j u s t  one  
h e l i c o p t e r .  I p r o b a b l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  in two da y s '  h i k i n g  i n ,  25  h e l i c o p t e r s  and 
i t  was j u s t  h o r r e n d o u s .  I 'm no t  s u r e  who ' s  c o n t r o l l i n g  i t  t h e r e  bu t  i t  f e e l s  
l i k e  i t ' s  t o t a l l y  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .  I f  i t ' s  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  c o n t r o l l i n g  i t  
t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t r u s t  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  t o  c o n t r o l  i t .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  i s .

J ane  M e y e r : I t ' s  j u s t  aw f u l  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  b e i ng  on a t r a i l  back
somewhere in a good p l a c e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Th e r e  must  be b e t t e r  
p l a c e s .  I f e e l  t h e r e ' s  o t h e r  p l a c e s  f o r  them t o  l a n d .

B r yan  Se l  I s : ! m i gh t  as  w e l l  go on t h e  r e c o r d  and back  bo t h  o f  t h i s  p e o p l e  up
in t e rms o f . . .  I t h i n k . . . w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  what  p e o p l e  wou l d  want  us 
t o  do w i t h  t h i s  gem, t h i s  p a r k  and t h a t  i s  no t  t o  a l l o w  runaway g r ow t h .  I 
t h i n k  what  w e ' l l  need i s  an a g g r e s s i v e  management ,  an a c t i v e  management  p o l i c y  
and p r og r am t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  d e s e c r a t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r s .  I do l i v e  
n e x t  t o  t he  p a r k ,  I have o l d  p r o p e r t y  n e x t  t o  t he  p a r k  and p l a n  on l i v i n g  on 
i t  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f l y o v e r s  f r om  the  Army you can h e a r  them and i t  seems 
o b t r u s i v e  t o  me.  As f a r  as  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t ,  t h a t  seems l i k e  E k l u t n a  
wou l d  seem l i k e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  bad de a l  on t h e i r  p a r t .  Two l o t s  f o r  t h a t  much 
p r o p e r t y  in E a g l e  R i v e r ?  Now I wou l d  h a t e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Rogne r  r e s o r t  i s  
s ome th i ng  s i m i l a r ,  i t ' s  n o t  a g i v e awa y  and s ome th i ng  t h a t  we as  u s e r s  o f  t he

52



p a r k  w i l l  r e g r e t  in t h e  f u t u r e .  I ' d  h a t e  t o  see  the a r e a  t o  be c l e a r e d  
a n d . . . i t  wou l d  be damage t o  t he  p a r k  w i l l  t a k e  a n o t h e r  hund red y e a r s  t o
r e s o l v e  i t  t h e n .  Even Sou t h  F o r k  r i g h t  now i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  p r i s t i n e .  But
r h e r e ' s  s ome t h i n g  d r i v i n g  t h i s  so  t h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  we need c o n t r o l ,  I t h i n k
we need a c t i v e  a n d . .  .ma n a g i n g . Now l e t ' s  open up t he  m a s t e r  p l a n  and make 
r e v i s i o n s ,  o t h e r w i s e  i f  you l e a v e  i t  t he  way i t  i s  s omeone ' s  g o i ng  t o  run you 
o v e r  and runaway de ve l o pmen t  in a p a r k  i s  no t  what  you wan t .

Al  M e i n e r s : I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e  who want s  t o  make any s t a t e men t s  o r  modi ' /y
y o u r  s t a t e m en t s ?

_____________ : I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment more d e t a i l e d  now on t he  r e g u l a t i o n s  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  o e c omme r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .  L e t  me t a k e  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  t h i n g  f i r s t .
I h a v e n ' t  changed my mind in some u s e s  wh ich wou l d  be good f o r  v i s i t o r  d e v e l ­
opmen t .  When I s a i d  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e s  in a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e s ,  some o f  t h e s e  
f o l k s . . . . i n  d e t a i l .  An i n a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  wou l d  be ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  n o t  
o n l y  t h e  r i v e r s  and w i l d l i f e  bu t  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  o-f human u s e s  t h a t ' s  w e l l  
e s t a b l i s h e d . . . .  I ' v e  had t h e  same e x p e r i e n c e .  The n o i s e  i s  h o r r i b l e .  I t  
t o t a l l y  d e g r a de s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  S o . . . .  The ma s t e r  p l a n ,  y o u r  management  
sy s t em needs  t o  go i n t o  d e t a i 1 . . .  becomes p o p u l a r . . . s y s t em .  And I t h i n k  t h e  
p l a n  needs  s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  and you s a i d  t h a t ' s  why y o u ' r e  h e r e  t o d a y ,  a s  t o  
wh a t ' s  a c c e p t a b l e  in t h e  way o f  impact  and wh a t ' s  u n a c c e p t a b l e .  H e l i c o p t e r
l a n d i n g s  in e f f e c t  t a k e  away an a r e a  t h a t ' s  p e o p l e  r e c r e a t e  in t he  a r e a  now.  
J u s t  a s  an ex amp l e  I ' d  s a y . . . t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a f ew l a n d i n g  s i t e s . . . v e r y  f ew 
l a n d i n g s  a y e a r  i s  p r o b a b l y  a p o s s i b i l i t y  but  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what  i t ' s  g o i ng  
t o  t a k e .  L e t  me c a r r y  t h a t  t h ou g h t  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  on t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I 
s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d . . . .  To be q u i t e  c a nd i d  I have no t  r e ad  t he  Mun i c i p a l  p l a n  
so  I c a n ' t  comment on any s p e c i f i c s  in t h e r e .  I wou l d s u g ge s t  t h a t  you t a k e  a 
c o m p l e t e l y  new l o o k  a t  i t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  i t  i s  now in p u b l i c  owne r ­
s h i p  where  i t  was f o r m e r l y  in E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  owne r s h i p  and a c c e s s  was v e r y  
h i g h l y  r e s t r i c t e d ,  and s t a r t  f r om  t he  t o p .  Wha t ' s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  we want
p e o p l e  t o  have  o u t  t h e r e  and t h e  l e v e l  o f  a c c e s s ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  d e v e l o p ­
men t ,  has t o  f o l l o w  f r om  t h a t  I wou l d  s ay  t h r o u gh  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s .  I 
wou l d  recommend t h a t  you go back  way i n t o  d e t a i l  i n t h e  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g
p r o c e s s .  I want  t o  comment on one t h i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  and t h a t ' s  comme r c i a l  
b o a t i n g  l i v e r y  a c c e s s .  I ' v e  had a l o t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h a t .  The 
Y ough i gheny  R i v e r  in P e n n s y l v a n i a  wh i ch  i s  a w h i t e w a t e r  r i v e r  and . . c a n o e i n g  
r i v e r s  in M i c h i g a n .  R e g u l a t o r y  s y s t ems  have  had t o  come.  Commerc i a l  l i v e r y  
i s  g r o s s l y  o v e r u s e d  t h e r e .  The f i n a l  r e s u l t  was t h a t  p u b l i c  l and  a g e n c i e s  
l i k e  you who own pu t  in and t a k e  o u t  s i t e s  f i n a l l y  we re  t h e  o n l y  one co
c o n t r o l  i t .  T h e r e  was a p e r m i t  s y s t em .  P r i v a t e  owne r s  l i k e  t h o s e  c f  us in 
t h e . . . C l u b .  A c t u a l l y  we ' v e  n e v e r  had any d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  p e r m i t s .  But  t he  
l i v e r i e s  we r e  f a i r l y  h e a v i l y  r e g u l a t e d . . . and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  needs  t o  be
imp r o ved .  I f  i t ' s  owned by t he  p u b l i c ,  I t h i n k  you need t o  g e t  a h a n d l e  on i t  
r i g h t  f r om t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  s k i  r e s o r t ,  f r om  a r e g u l a t o r y  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  i f  you d o n ' t  a l r e a d y  have a s i t e  p l a n n i n g  a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s  which 
i n c l u d e s  as  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  a l l  o f  t he  o t h e r  a p p r o v a l s  t h a t  t h e y ' l l  need 
t o  have  and s t o rm  wa t e r  d i s p o s a l  was c r i t i c a l  t o  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  in E a g l e  R i v e r ,  
s a n i t a r y  sewage d i s p o s a l  i s  c r i t i c a l ,  b e d r o c k  was v e r y  s h a l l o w ,  t h e  snow 
m an t l e  i s  t o  be r e a l  t h i n .  Tha t  needs  t o  be p a r t  o f  t he  p r o c e s s .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  t o  g e t  i n t o  t he  economi c  q u e s t i o n  
o f  wh e t h e r  t h e  guy i s  g o i ng  t o  make i t  o r  n o t  but  you do need t o  be p r o t e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  somebody g e t s  p r o p e r t y  t h r o u gh  o n e ' s  c a p i t a l  and
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t h i s  d o e s n ' t  make I t  and h e r e  you a r e  w i t h  a who l e  l o t  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  somebody 
e l s e  pu t  up .  I ' v e  seen l o t s  o f  s k i  a r e a s  t h a t  f a i l e d . . . .  T h a t ' s  enough .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Anyone e l s e ?  Y e s .

_____________ : My i dea h a s n ' t  changed a b i t .  I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  p u b l i c  p a r k s
a r e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  manage the  p a r k s  
ough t  t o  be t o  l e t  as  many p e o p l e  in and v a r i e t y  and e n c o u r a ge  means o f  a c c e s s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  good management  f o r  a s  many p e r s o n s  as c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  use t he  
p a r k  because  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what  i t ' s  f o r .  I t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  a r e a  but  I t h i n k  
t h a t  what  I ' v e  seen in t he  p a s t  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t he  
r e a lm  o f  good management and I a l s o  f a i l  t o  s e e  t h a t  h a v i ng  a r e s o r t  t h e r e  i s  
p l anned  or. l and  t h a t ' s  p r i v a t e . . . s omebody  e l s e  bu t  I d o n ' t  s ee  t h a t  as  runaway 
d e v e l o pmen t .  What i s  t h e r e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  t h e r e  o r  more and I d o n ' t  s ee  how by 
any  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  t h a t  t h a t  s h o u l d  be c a l l e d  runaway de ve l o pmen t
i f  we have one s k i  r e s o r t  h e r e  and a n o t h e r  60 m i l e s  away t h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  o n e .
I d o n ' t  know i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  C o l o r a d o  a r e a  bu t  t h i s  i s  h a r d l y  a 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  s k i  a r e a s .  You know a b ou t  what  y o u ' d  f i n d  in C o l o r a d o  and 
t h a t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  a r e a .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Tha t  y o u .  Anyone e l s e .  Cou l d  we g e t  y o u r  name?

L a r r y  D a n i e 1s : L a r r y  D a n i e l s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  one q u e s t i o n  and then make one
comment .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  in r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  s k i  f a c i l i t y .  I p resume t h a t  t h i s  
i s  an i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  p o s i t i o n  in t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on 
a s p e c i f i c  p r o p o s a l ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?

Dave S t e p h e n s ; Yea .  T h i s  m i gh t  be a good t ime t o  summar i z e  some l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  was pa s s ed  d u r i n g  t he  l a s t  day o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .

L a r r y  D a n i e l s : And then my one  comment w i l l  be t h a t  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F o r e s t
S e r v i c e  g o v e r n s  some,  I t h i n k ,  a l m o s t  ^00 s k i  a r e a s ,  has d e v e l o p e d  a f a i r l y  
d e t a i l e d  p r o c e s s  by wh i ch t hey  r e q u i r e  m a s t e r  p l a n s  f o r  s k i  a r e a s  t o  be put  
t o g e t h e r  and then by wh i ch t h e y  a r e  t o  be j u d g e d .  And I wou l d  h i g h l y  r ecom­
mend t o  t he  S t a t e  P a r k s  who w i l l  have t h i s  be ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e i r  s econd s k i  a r e a  
t h a t  t h e y  have s ome th i ng  t o  do w i t h  i f  A r c t i c  V a l l e y  i s  somewhat p a r t  o f  y o u r  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h a t  you n o t  t r y  t o  r e - i n v e n t  t h e  whee l  and u s e  t he  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e ' s  p l a n .  And t h a t ' s  my i d e a .

Dave S t e p h e n s : To r e spond  t o  t h a t ,  we ' v e  been in c o n t a c t  w i t h  the  F o r e s t
S e r v i c e  and a l r e a d y  have q u i t e  a bunch o f  m a t e r i a l  f r om  them.  In f a c t ,  a s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  agenda p a c k e t  t o n i g h t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a b ou t  10 o r  12 pages  o f  m a t e r i a l  
t h a t  we g o t  f r om t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t h a t  d i s c u s s  how t o  e v a l u a t e  s k i  a r e a s  and
what  k i n d s  o f  d e s i g n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o ugh t  t o  go i n t o  i t

_____________ : You we re  s t a r t i n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  l e g i s l a t i o n . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Y e s .  In t h e  l a s t  h o u r s  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  t he  L e g i s l a t u r e  pa s sed
House B i l l  T5.  I t  was e x t e n s i v e l y  m o d i f i e d  but  i t  c o v e r s  two m a j o r  a r e a s  in 
t h e  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  one  be i ng  p a r k  u s e r  f e e s ,  campground f e e s .  The A l a s k a  S t a t e  
P a r k  Sys t em i s  t he  o n l y  s t a t e  s y s t em in t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  does  no t  c h a r g e  f o r  
campground f e e s .  Some o v e r n i g h t  f e e  o f  some s o r t  f o r  c ampg r ounds .  Tha t  i s  
because  we have no t  had t he  l e g a l  a 1 c h o r i t y  t o  do s o .  We ' ve  been a s k i n g  f o r
t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and t h i s  b i l l  g i v e s  us t h a t
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a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  l i m i t s  and i t  t a l k s  a b o u t  the t y p e s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s
t h a t  we a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  c h a r g e  f o r  and t he  t y p e s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  we a r e  
n o t ,  t h a t  o ugh t  t o  r ema i n  open and1 a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  t o  p e o p l e .  That  
t u r n e d  o u t  n o t  t o  be t he  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  T h e r e ' s  a handou t  
t h a t  summar i z e s  t h i s  o v e r  on t he  d e s k .  Get a l o o k  a t . t h a t .  The o t h e r  m a j o r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  g o v e r n s  how we w i l l  w r i t e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s  i n s i d e  the 
s t a t e  p a r k s .  And c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s  a r e  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  we wou l d  go  f o r  bo th  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o r  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t s  and so  i t ' s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  ge rma i ne  
o f  what  we a r e  t a l k i n g  ab ou t  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  And,  a g a i n ,  t h e  i n t e n t  h e r e  i s  
• r e a l l y  a k i nd  o f  a c o n s e r v a t i o n  m o t i v a t e d  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  g o ve r n s  
t h e  k i n d s  o f  s t e p s ,  t h e  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  we have  t o  l o o k  a t  p r i o r  t o  g o i ng  
f o rw a r d  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t .  I t  r e q u i r e s  us t o  do p a r kw i d e  a n a l y s i s .  
I t  r e q u i r e s  us t o  l o o k  t o  s ee  i f  n o n - p a r k  l a n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o u t s i d e  o f  t he  
p a r k s .  T h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a l ong  l i s t  o f  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  t he  Commi s s i o n e r  o f  the  
Depa r tme n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  must  make and i t  a l s o  adds  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  
r e v i ew  s t e p  t o  t he  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s .  The way i t  wo r ked  b e f o r e ,  we wou l d  
l o o k  t o  t he  p l a n ,  t h e  p l a n  o ugh t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  t h i n g s  in g e n e r a l ,  we wou l d
t hen  go d i r e c t l y  i n t o  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t i n g .  The new l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s
t h e  C omm i s s i o n e r ,  once  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  made t h a t ,  y e s ,  we o u gh t  t o  go o u t  w i t h
t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s ,  number one  t o  i s s u e  a v e r y  l e n g t h y  s t a t emen t  o f  
f i n d i n g s  and number two i f  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  t o  be d e v e l o p e d  o r  a l o n g - t e r m  
i n t e r e s t  in t h e  p a r k  i s  t o  be c r e a t e d ,  t o  h o l d  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  And d u r i n g  
t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h e r e  wou l d  be a l o t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  a b ou t  t h e  
s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  and t h a t  wou l d  r e a l l y  be t he  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
t h e  p u b l i c  t o  r e v i ew  t he  d e t a i l s .  The p l a n n i n g  mee t i ng  w e ' r e  a t  t o n i g h t  w e ' l l  
f o l l o w - u p  w i t h  a second r ound o f  p l a n  mee t i n g s  l a t e r  on t h i s  summer .  T h e y ' r e  
r e a l l y  n e v e r  g o i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  a l o t  o f  d e t a i l  a b o u t  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s .  
The p l a n  r e a l l y  i s  g o i ng  t o  t a l k  in g e n e r a l  t e rms  a b ou t  what  we o ugh t  t o  
s a f e g u a r d ,  what  we o ugh t  t o  l o o k  a t  in i s s u i n g  c o n t r a c t s .  The c o n t r a c t  i s  t h e  
l e g a l l y  b i n d i n g  document  t h a t  does  t h a t  and commi t s  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  And so 
t h a t ' s  t h e  key  document .  And t h e r e  wou l d  be a n o t h e r  r ound o f  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s .

_: Tha t  be s p e c i f i c  t o  t he  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  o r . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : A l l  s t a t e  p a r k s .  A l l  s t a t e  p a r k s .  Not  a l l  s t a t e  l and  but
j u s t  t h e  p a r k  u n i t s .

______________: Tha t  be i n g  a s t a t e  l aw,  wou l d  t h a t  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  t h e  Mun i c i p a l
l a n d s ?

Al  M e i n e r s : No.

Dave S t e p h e n s : I t ' s  j u s t  s t a t e  p a r k s .

Al M e i n e r s : I t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  a p p l y  t o  m un i c i p a l  l a n d s  i f  we had some k i nd  o f  
c o o p e r a t i v e  ag r e emen t  where we manage t he  l and  f o r  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  L e g a l l y  
i t ' s  a l i t t l e  f u z z y  bu t  I t h i n k  i t  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : And s o  whe r e  we go f r om h e r e  —  we w i l l  h a ve  one more p u b l i c
mee t i ng  t omo r r ow n i g h t  in W a s i l l a .  We ' ve  a l r e a d y  had them in Ancho r age  and 
E a g l e  R i v e r .  We w i l l  summar i ze  a l l  t he  p u b l i c  comments and a n a l y z e  t h a t  as 
b e s t  we can and t r y  and p u l l  o u t  a l l  t he  p o i n t s  t h a t  have  been made.  We w i l l  
l o o k  a t  a number  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  on how t o  h a n d l e  each o f  t h e s e  
i s s u e s  r a n g i n g  f r om no d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  t o  v e r y  i n t e n s i v e
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d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  f o r  s e p a r a t i n g  u s e r  g r o u p s .  
On t he  r e s o r t  i s s u e  t h e  same,  a r ange  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  somehow a d d r e s s e s  
t h i s .  We w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s u l t - t he  p a r k  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d .  Th e y ' v e  s e t  up a 
p l a n n i n g  commi t t e e  t h a t  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  us f a i r l y  r e g u l a r l y .  We w i l l  s e l e c t  a 
p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e .  We w i l l  d r a f t  p l a n  l a n g ua g e ,  amendments t o  t h e  1980 
ma s t e r  p l a n .  We w i l l  p u b l i s h  t h a t  and t h a t  wou l d  b eg i n  a 3 0 -  o r  *»5_day p u b l i c  
r e v i ew  p e r i o d .  T h i s  s h o u l d  be happen i ng  in J u l y ,  maybe Augu s t .  W e ' l l  have a 
second r ound o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  a n a l y z e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h o s e ,  m o d i f y  t h a t  
l anguage  as  b e s t  we can and in Sep t embe r  we hope t o  have a d op t ed  r e v i s i o n s  t o  
t he  p a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n .  Then b eg i n s  the  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s .  Assuming t he  p l a n  
s a y s  t h a t  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  ( t h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what  t he  p l an  
s a y s )  and we d e c i d e  t o  p r o c e ed  w i t h  t h a t ,  we beg i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s  and 
t h a t  i s  now g o v e r n e d  by t he  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  summar z ed  in the  back o f  t he  
t a b l e  and w e ' r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s .  We wou l d  w r i t e  a Reque s t  
f o r  P r o p o s a l s ,  s o l i c i t  p r o p o s a l s  f r om  p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s ,  and s e l e c t  t he  b e s t .  
The s e l e c t i o n  i s  t y p i c a l l y  done by a c omm i t t e e .  We wou l d  t r y  and g e t  a F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  e x p e r t  i n .  We wou l d  have somebody p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t he  p a r k
a d v i s o r y  b o a r d .  The r e  wou l d  be c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  t he  s t a t e .  We'd t r y
and s e l e c t  a g r ou p  o f  p e o p l e ,  maybe h a l f  a d o z e n ,  t h a t  wou l d  go t h r o u gh  a l l  
t h e  p r o p o s a l s  we ' v e  r e c e i v e d  and s e l e c t  t h e  b e s t .  The s e l e c t i o n  i s  no t  based 
s o l e l y  on what  t h e y  a r e  o f f e r i n g  t o  g i v e  us a s  f a r  as  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  
g r o s s  r e c e i p t s ,  b u t  we a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  p r o p o s a l  as mee t i ng  
t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  C e r t a i n l y  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  l o o k  f o r  some b e n e f i t s  t o  the  
p a r k .  We mi gh t  t r y  and g e t  a d e v e l o p e r  t o  b u i l d  t r a i l  o r  t o  f und  campg r ounds ,  
b u i l d  c ampg r ounds .  We m i gh t  j u s t  g e t  c a sh  t h a t  wou l d  t h en  be p l owed back  i n t o  
t h e  p a r k  s y s t em and pay r a n g e r s '  s a l a r i e s ,  t o  be t h e r e  t o  manage t he  s i t e .  
The c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s  wou l d  b e g i n ,  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t ,  p r o b a b l y  O c t o b e r  o f  t h i s  
y e a r  and i t  i s  a s e v e r a l  month p r o c e s s  in i t s e l f .  And so  w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t
1988  a t  t he  e a r l i e s t ,  p r i o r  t o  ha v i ng  any k i nd  o f  a c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t  f o r
e i t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o r  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o c e s s .  Any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  comments?

_____________ : I have  a q u e s t  i o n . . . and a g a i n  t o  c l a r i f y  a s p e c i f i c  d e ve l opmen t
p r o p o s a l ,  wou l d  t h a t  e v e r  be a v a i l a b l e  o r  pu t  b e f o r e  t he  communi ty  f o r  q u e s ­
t i o n i n g  o r  comment as  t o  t he  s p e c i f i c s  o f  t he  p r o p o s a l ?  In o t h e r  wo r d s ,  abou t  
how the  r uns  may be d e v e l o p e d ,  how,  you know,  j u s t  a l l  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  o r  
wou l d  t h a t  o n l y  be a p a r t  o f  th r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  
c omm i t t e e ,  r e v i ew  c omm i t t e e ,  wou l d  be q u e s t i o n i n g ?

Al M e i n e r s : As I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  we a s k  f o r  p r o p o s a l s ,  t h o s e  p r o p o s a l s  a r e
b r o u g h t  i n .  D u r i n g  t he  t ime  t he  c o n t r a c t  and r e v i e w  c omm i t t e e  a r e  r e v i ew i ng
t he  p r o p o s a l s  t h e y  a r e  n o t  made p u b l i c  and t h a t  i s  t o  a v o i d ,  I b e l i e v e  the 
pu rp o s e  i s  t o  a v o i d  t ampe r i n g  w i t h  t he  b i d d i n g  p r o c e s s .  I may be wrong on 
t h a t  but  I know t h a t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e men t s  wou l d  n o t  be ,  t h o s e  wou l d  be 
k ep t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Once t he  commi t t e e  has  made a s e l e c t i o n ,  t h en  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
wou l d  be made p u b l i c  bu t  I b e l i e v e  d u r i n g  t h a t  p o i n t  whe r e  t h e  c ommi t t e e  i s 
r e v i ew i n g  i t  i s  k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

Dave S t e p h e n s : P r i o r  t o  us g e t t i n g  i n t o  t he  RFPs and e v a l u a t i n g  p r o p o s a l s ,
t h ough ,  t h e  Commi s s i o ne r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  i s s u e  t h i s  s t a t e m en t  o f  f i n d i n g s .  A 
r i g o r o u s  s e t  o f  f i n d i n g s .

Al M e i n e r s : You wou l d  know what  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  we r e  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l s .  The
l o c a t i o n ,  t he  number o f  l i f t s ,  t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  wou l d  no t  be a l l o w e d .  The way
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i t  wou l d  wo r k  i s  we wou l d  t r y  t o  s e t  up a ba se  l e v e l  whe r e  t he  s t a t e  i s  a s k i ng  
f o r  p r o p o s a l s  t o  do t hus  and such and we wou l d  s p e l l  o u t  what  t h a t  i s  and 
t h o s e  a r e  ma nda t o r y  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  You must  do t h i s ,  t h i s ,  t h i s ,  
and t h i s .  Then we wou l d  a l l o w  t h e  b i d d e r s  t o  go beyond t h a t  and we migh t  even 
en cou r a ge  and s u g g e s t  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  whe r e  t h ey  may want  t o  have  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  
o r  do o t h e r  t h i n g s .  But  we a r e  a l s o  g i v i n g  them g u i d e l i n e s  on what  we d o n ' t  
want  t o  them do and what  k i n d s  o f  s t u d i e s  wou l d  be n e c e s s a r y  p r i o r  t o  any 
c o n c l u s i o n .  A r c t i c  V a l l e y  was an e x i s t i n g  s k i  a r e a  when Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  
was c r e a t e d  s o  S t a t e  P a r k s  has  n o t  done any c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  s k i  
a r e a s .  So w e ' r e  s o r t  o f  f e e l i n g  o u r  v/ay t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  c a u t i o u s l y .  But 
a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t  a t  one p o i n t  whe r e  t he  p r o p o s a l s  come in t hen  t h o s e  would 
n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  and t h a t  wou l d  p r o b a b l y  be a c o u p l e  o f  weeks .  
But  you know what  was g o i n g  in a n d . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : You know what  t h e  RFP s a y s  bu t  a l o t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t
we a r e  g o i ng  t o  a s k  t h e s e  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  i s  o n l y  g o i n g  t o  come a t  g r e a t  
e x pen s e  t o  them and t h ey  w i l l  no doub t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  wou l d  be v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e i r  c o m p e t i t o r s .  So w e ' l l  have a c c e s s  t o  i t  once  
a s e l e c t i o n  i s  made,  a c o n t r a c t  i s  s i g n e d ,  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  a p p e a l s  have been 
wo rked o u t ,  wh ich t a k e s  some t im e .  I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t hen t he  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  wou l d  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

Al  M e i n e r s : Once t h e  commi t t e e  d o e s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  c u t  t h e  d e a l .  They would
make t he  r e commenda t i on  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  «nd t h e  Comm i s s i o n e r  o f  P a r k s ,  then 
t he  c o n t r a c t o r  has t o  go t o  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Law and t h e  D epa r tmen t  o f  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b e f o r e  i t  i s  l e g a l .  So t h e r e ' s  a c o u p l e  o f  s t e p s  in t h e r e .

_____________ : W h a t . . . d e t a i I  a r e  you t a l k i n g  a b ou t  on t h e  c o n t r a c t ?  Would i t
i n c l u d e  a d e t a i l e d  s i t e  p l a n ?  I n c l u d i n g  a l l  t he  u t i l i t i e s ?  Y o u ' r e  s u g ge s t i n g
t h a t  i t  w o u l d n ' t  be p u b l i c  u n t i l  t h a t ' s  s i g n ed ?

Al  M e i n e r s : No,  n o .  . The  r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  wou l d  s p e l l  o u t  as  much d e t a i l
as  we can .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : P e r h a p s  I c o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  s ome t h i n g .  The r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o ­
p o s a l s  i s  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  in i t s  e n t i r e t y .  We g e t  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  back ,
t h o s e  a r e  c l o s e t e d  b e cau s e  o f  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The c o n t r a c t  we 
f o r m u l a t e  i s  100% p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Al  M e i n e r s : Because  a c t u a l l y  a s amp l e  c o n t r a c t  wou l d  go o u t  w i t h  t h e  RFP.
The a c t u a l  s i t e  p l a n ,  no .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  s f t e  p l a n  wou l d  be s u bm i t t e d  by each 
p r o p o n e n t  in t h e i r  pa ck a ge .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : We wou l d  r e q u i r e  in t h e  c o n t r a c t  o f  t h e  mag n i t u d e  we a r e
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y  d e t a i l  you c o u l d  imag i ne  and t he  d e v e l o p e r  i s  
g o i n g  t o  be in a p o s i t i o n  t o  s u p p l y  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  —  w a t e r ,  sewage ,  where 
t h e  l i f t s  a r e  g o i ng  e x a c t l y ,  c o m mun i c a t i o n s ,  a v a l a n c h e  c o n t r o l ,  s t a t e - o f -  
t h e - a r t  f o r  t h a t  t y pe  o f  d e v e l o pme n t .  Where h e ' s  b u y i ng  h i s  power  f r om ,
w h e r e ' s  h e ' s  g e t t i n g  h i s  w a t e r  f r o m ,  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be 
coming t o  us as  some component  o f  t h a t  c o n t r a c t .

._________: But  t h e  RFP i s  v e r y  s t r i c t  w i t h  t h e  impr ovement s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e
p a r k  o r  wou l d  t h a t  be beyond improvement s  w i t h i n  t he  s t a t e  p a r k ?
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Al H e i n e r s ; I b e l i e v e  we wou l d  r e q u i r e  them t o  show us how t h e i r  t o t a l  
pa ckage .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough t h i s  s i t e  t h a t  R ogne r  T o u r i s t i k  i s  t a l k i n g  
abou t  has a t r emendous  amount  o f  p r i v a t e  l and i n v o l v e d .  We o b v i o u s l y  d o n ' t  
want t o  g r a n t  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  a s k i  l i f t  where t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  i s  on somebody 
e l s e ' s  p r i v a t e  l and  so  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  would have t o  come f o r t h  w i t h  ag r eemen t s  
f r om t h o s e  l a n d own e r s .  T hey ' d  have t o  show us how t h e i r  t o t a l  f a c i l i t y  i s  
g o i ng  t o  w o r k .  But  i t  wou l d  be a t  a c o nc e p t u a l  l e v e l .  I wou l d  e n v i s i o n  t h a t  
once we know t h a t  t h e y ' v e  g o t  t h e  money ,  t h e y ' v e  g o t  t h e  l a n d own e r s h i p  f i g u r e d  
o u t  and some i n t e r e s t i n g  enough t o  make the  t h i n g  w o r k ,  we wou l d  then r e q u i r e  
d e t a i l e d  wo r k  t o  be done t o  a d d r e s s  t he  s p e c i f i c s  and t h a t  t he  a p p r o v a l  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  wou l d  r e q u i r e  them t o  a r g u e  and a p p r o v e . . . w a t e r  q u a l i t y .

_____________ : I s  t h e r e  a p u b l i c l y  e x po s ed ,  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  r i g h t  wo rd ,  s i t e  p l a n
r e v i ew  p r o c e s s ?

Al  M e i n e r s : Y ea ,  what  t he  c o nc e p t  p l a n  and s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  o r  f o r
the  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e ,  t h e i r  s u bm i s s i o n  t o  us o f  d e t a i - l e d  d e s i g n  wo r k  wou l d  be 
p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  wou l d  be r e v i ewed  by t h e ,  w e l l  c e r t a i n l y  we wou l d  t a k e  
i t  t o  o u r  p a r k  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d ,  we h a v e n ' t  d e c i d ed  y e t  wh e t h e r  we wou l d  have
s e p a r a t e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  we mi gh t  w e l l  do t h a t .

_____________ : I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s u g ge s t  t h a t  t h e r e  may be some d u p l i c a t i o n  o f
work h e r e .  The Mun i c i p a l  P l a n n i n g  and Zoning Commi s s i on  w i l l  r e v i ew  t h e  s i t e  
p l an  and t h e r e  w i l l  be a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o f  the r e s o r t .  Tha t  t y pe  o f  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  t h a t  you s p e c i f y  i s  t h e  t ype  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  r e ­
q u i r e d .  S o ,  y e a ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  and a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s  wou l d  
come f o r t h  and h o p e f u l l y  t h e r e  w i l l  be no d u p l i c a t i o n .

Dave S t e p h e n s ; In t h a t  c a s e  what  we would as k  f o r  i s  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  t h a t ' s  been d e v e l o p e d  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  P l a n n i n g  and Z o n i ng .

Al M e i n e r s : W e ' r e  even on j o i n t  h e a r i n g s .  I f  s ome t h i n g  happens  we wou l d  l i k e
t o  g e t  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Mun i c i p a l  p l a n n i n g  and f o c u s  and j u s t  wo r k  t h r o u gh
the  who l e  t h i n g  w i t h  them s o  t h a t  w e ' r e  no t  do i ng  a l o t  o f  d u p l i c a t i o n  be cau se
what we do a f f e c t s  them and what  t h ey  do a f f e c t s  us and s o  i f  s ome th i ng
happens in t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  l and  de ve l o pmen t
p a t t e r n  i s  g o i n g  t o  change  a l o t  and r e z o n i n g  and a l l  t h a t  k i nd  o f  t h i n g  so  i t
needs t o  be c l o s e  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  them.

_____________ : Mun i c i p a l  z o n i n g  does  n o t  a f f e c t  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d ,  am I c o r r e c t ?

Dave S t e p h e n s : Y e s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Y e a ,  t h e r e ' s  some d i f f e r e n t  u s e .  G e n e r a l l y  we a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o
f o l l o w  Mun i c i p a l  z o n i n g .  The r e  a r e  s i t u a t i o n s  whe r e  t he  s t a t e  can d e c l a r e  an 
o v e r r i d i n g  s t a t e  i n t e r e s t .  I t ' s  s o r t  o f  the b i g  f i s h ,  l i t t l e  f i s h  t h i n g  goes  
on .  We wou l d  s a y  no ,  f o r g e t  i t .  But  a t  l e a s t  t h e  n o r m a l . . . w e  do f o l l o w  and 
f o c u s  on .  But  I 'm unde r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n . . .we ' ve  had some l e g a l  o p i n i o n s  on 
t h a t  and i t ' s  a l i t t l e  f u z z y .  The a t t o r n e y s  ha ve  t o l d  us t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
s i t u a t i o n s  whe r e  t he  s t a t e  c o u l d  o v e r r i d e  l o c a l  z o n i n g  bu t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
r e a s o n s  i t ' s  u s u a l l y  n o t  done .

Dave S t e p h e n s : O t h e r  comment s ,  q u e s t i o n s ?
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: I t ' s  been v e r y  I n f o r m a t i v e  and t hank  you v e r y  much.

Dave S t e p h e n s : We t h an k  you f o r  t u r n i n g  o u t  and g i v i n g  us y o u r  e v e n i n g  on the
f i r s t  sunny n i g h t .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : I ' v e  g o t  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  but  t h a t ' s  no t
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e v e r y b o d y  t o  hang a r o u n d .  I g o t  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  f r om 
L a r r y .  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we we r e  hop i ng  t o  ge t  some i npu t  on coming r o
Gi rdwood i s  some o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s k i  a r e a s
•such as  a r e . . . n e c e s s a r y  f o r  mak ing snow? How much n o i s e  comes f r om making 
snow o r  t he  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  move t he  snow a r ound  on t he  moun­
t a i n  t o  g e t  an a d e q u a t e  s k i  c o v e r ?  W e ' r e  k n ow l e d g e a b l e  enough t o  know t h a t
i t ' s  no t  a s i l e n t  a c t i v i t y  and t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  comment t h a t  we ' v e  he a r d  in a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  h e a r i n g s ,  what  a b o u t  t h e  n o i s e ?  And we have no b a s i s  f r om wh i ch  t o  
r e s p o n d .  What i s  y o u r  i npu t  on t h a t ?  I b e l i e v e  you wo r k  f o r  t he  r e s o r t ?  
C o r r e c t ?  Or ha ve  been a l o n g - t e r m  r e s i d e n t ?

L a r r y  D a n i e l s : I m i gh t  n o t  be a v e r y  unb i a s e d  comment e r  on t h a t .  However ,
once  in a w h i l e  we g e t  comments f r om p e o p l e  on t he  l i g h t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  b o t h e r  
them as f a r  a s  s l e e p i n g .  But  i t ' s  f a i r l y  r a r e .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  have  
l i g h t s  f o r  snowmak ing be cau s e  t he  s a f e t y  o f  the  p e r s o n n e l  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  
pa r amoun t .  I t ' s  a v e r y  d a ng e r o u s  j o b  and w i t h o u t  l i g h t s  i t  wou l d  be a lm o s t  
s u i c i d e .  E v e n t u a l l y  you wou l d  maime somebody i f  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s ee  what  t h e y  
we r e  d o i n g .  As t o  t h e  n o i s e  o f  snowmak ing ,  i t  depends  on t he  t y pe  o f  snow­
mak ing you h a v e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  t y pe  t h a t  we use  i s  f a i r l y  
i nno cu o us .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o o  many p e o p l e . . . I ' v e  n o t  r e a l l y  r e c e i v e d  
any  a d v e r s e  comments a b o u t  snowmak ing .  However t h e r e  i s  a t y pe  o f  snowmaking 
c a l l e d  a i r  w a t e r  t h a t  i s  l i k e  a j e t  e n g i n e  go i ng  o f f  i n  y o u r  b a ck y a r d  and so 
i t  can be e x t r e m e l y ,  t h a t  t y pe  o f  snowmaking can be v e r y  a n n o y i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  p e o p l e  c l o s e  b y .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : What  t y p e  o f  v e h i c l e s  d i d  you use  t o  move t h e  snowmaking
equ i pment  o r  move a r o u n d  t h e  snow,  snow c a t s  and what n o t ?

L a r r y  D a n i e l s : As l ong  as  i t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h . . . w e  used t o  have a shop
t h a t  was o u t  a c t u a l l y  in p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s l  a r e a  and we used t o  g e t  
c o m p l a i n t s  abou t  t h e  equ i pmen t  g o i n g  back  and f o r t h  t h r o u g h  t he  n e i g hb o r h o od  
but  o t h e r  than t h a t  I t h i n k  f o r  the mos t  p a r t  the snow c a t s  a r e  r e a s o n a b l y  
w e l l  m u f f l e d  as t o  n o t  c a u s e  p e o p l e  t o o  much c o n ce r n .  I t h i n k  though you know 
t h a t  t o o  t h e r e  may be a d i f f e r e n c e  in t h i s  communi ty i n  t h a t . . . a t  l e a s t  up 
t h e r e ,  I mean,  t h e  Gi r dwood communi t y  was f r om a c t u a l l y  i t  d i d n ' t  even e x i s t  
h e r e  a t  t he  t ime  t h e  r e s o r t  s t a r t e d .  I t  was down b a s i c a l l y  a t  t he  mouth o f  
t h e  v a l l e y  and a l o n g  Crow C r e e k  Road and then t h e r e  was no de ve l o pmen t  u n t i l  
t h e  s k i  a r e a  came t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  went  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  and then 
sub s equen t  t o  t h a t .  So ,  I g u e s s  t h a t  t h e  sk i  a r e a  was h e r e  and t hen  t he  
communi ty f o rmed a r o u n d  i t  and s o  I t h i n k  we ' ve  a l l  k i n d  o f  grown up t o g e t h e r .  
The r e  i s  e i t h e r  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and awa r e n e s s  in t h i s  com­
mun i t y  then t h e r e  m i gh t  be in a communi t y  t h a t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  and than t h e  new 
s k i  a r e a  comes t o  i t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a s k i  a r e a  can be a f a i r l y  good 
n e i g h b o r  t o  a c ommun i t y .  I wou l d  hope t h a t  a sk i  a r e a  c o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  in 
an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  and n o t  be an a d v e r s e  impac t .  But  c e r t a i n l y  depend i ng  on 
what  p e op l e  move t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  f o r  i t  may no t  be wha t  t hey  had in mind 
and so t h a t ' s  wh e r e  I t h i n k  o v e r  t ime  p e o p l e  t end t o  g e t  used t o  a l o t  o f
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i n i t i a l l y  opposed  t o  i t .  So I d o n ' t  know.

Dave S t e p h e n s : W e l l ,  w e ' l l  a d j o u r n  t h e  me e t i n g .  Thank y ou ,  a g a i n .

t h i n g s  whe reas  t hey  m i gh t  have I 
Those  a r e  my c o m p l a i n t s .

[ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]  i t ' s  n o t  t he  same s e t - u p  as  t h e y  have h e r e  a t  A l y e s k a .  A l l  
t h e  n o z z l e s  t h a t  d i s p e r s e  t he  snow were  f i x e d  and t hey  d o n ' t  have  f a n s .  They 
d o n ' t  even have l i g h t s  in t he  a r e a .  You c a n ' t  h e a r  i t  a t  a l l .  So I ' d  s ay  
i t ' d  p r o b a b l y  depend on what  t y p e ,  you know t h e r e ' s  more t h an  one  t y p e ,  and I 
d o n ' t  know t h e r e  may be more t han  two t y p e s  o f  snowmaking p r o c e s s e s  s o  i t  a l l  
depends  on what t y pe  o f  s y s t em t he y  e x p e c t  t o  u s e  whe t he r  i t  made any n o i s e  a t  
. a l l .

: ■ • • ' • .. .
______________: The f a n  t y p e s  t h a t  t h ey  use  h e r e  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  o u r  bedroom h e r e
a t  A l y e s k a  and a t  f i r s t  when t h e y  f i r s t  came in you n o t i c e d  them and t h en  we 
g o t  used t o  i t .  The o n l y  t h i n g  we s t i l l  h a v e n ’ t  go t  used t o  i s  t h e  c annon .

_____________ : You mi gh t  want  t o  a s k  a b ou t  u s i n g  e x p l o s i v e s  f o r  a v a l a n c h e s .

[ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ]
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■ v mW a s i l l a ,  Hay 2 8 ,  15 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  10 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

[ T r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  W a s i l l a  m ee t i n g  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  because  o f  a t ap e  r e c o r d e r  
f a i l u r e .  Gene r a l  n o t e s  and summar i e s  o f  t e s t i m o n y  a r e  g i v e n  in t he  f o l l o w i n g  
p a g e s . ]

S a r a h  H o r n e r  —  i n t e r e s t e d  in H a t c h e r  Pa s s
DPOR s h o u l d  t h o r o u g h l y  s t u d y  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  and e n s u r e  i t s  f e a ­
s i b i l i t y .

J an  A f f i n i  t o
l a r g e - s c a l e  r e s o r t  may be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  in s t a t e  p a r k ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  based  in p a r k ,  dependen t  on p a r k ;
DPOR s h o u l d  f o l l o w  sound p l a n n i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  b e i ng  even  more c a r e f u l  
b ecause  o f  p a r k  s t a t u s ;
d e ve l o pmen t  o f  Gove rnment  Peak  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  i f  Couth F o r k  f a i l s ;
c o nc e r n ed  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  a r e  d r i v i n g  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s ;  
s k i  a r e a  s h o u l d  be examined  on i t s  t e c h n i c a l  m e r i t s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s o r t  c o u l d  s u s t a i n  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  s k i i n g .

J ohn S t e i n  —  Mat -Su Bo rough
v a l l e y  i s  c ompe t i ng  f o r  r e s o r t s ;  
q u e s t i o n s  wh e t h e r  r e s o r t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e ;
DPOR s h o u l d  do s i t e  e v a l u a t i o n ;
s i t e  has been d e s i g n a t e d  in Ha t ch e r  Pass  -  good s i t e ;
Ha t ch e r  Pa s s  s h o u l d n ' t  be o v e r l o o k e d  in t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o n t e x t .

J im T u r n e r  —  I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t  Company
r e s o r t s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k  s t a t u s ,  p r o v i d e d  
f e a s i b i l i t y  and c a p a b i l i t y ;
c u r s o r y  e v a l u a t ' o n  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u gg e s t s  t h a t  i t ' s  m a r g i n a l ;  
DPOR s h o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  p r o j e c t  i f  no t  f e a s i b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  t a k e  r e g i o n a l  v i ew  o f  p o t e n t i a l  sk i  s i t e s ;  
p e r m i t t i n g  o f  u n f e a s i b l e  s i t e  c o u l d  k i l l  more f e a s i b l e  s i t e s ;  
l o o k  a t  m o u n t a i n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  h o l d  snow in p l a c e ;
h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g  s h o u l d n ' t  be p r o h i b i t e d ;  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  w i t h  
c a r e f u l  c o n t r o l s .

Mi ke  Downs
c o n s i d e r  n o i s e  impac t s  o f  s k i  l i f t s ,  o t h e r  r e s o r t  a c t i v i t i e s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  n o r t h  f a c i n g ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  s u n s h i n e ;  
r e s o r t  s i t e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w a t e r s h e d ;
snow making equ i pmen t  c r e a t e s  a w i d e s p r e ad  f o g ,  c o a t i n g  r o a d s  and 
house s  wi th i c e ;
Sou t h  F o r k  has f r e q u e n t  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n v e r s i o n s ,  c a u s i n g  f og  f r om 
snowmaking t o  c o v e r  wh o l e  v a l l e y ;
l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  o f  r e s o r t  may n o t  be c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  bedroom 
communi t y o f  E a g l e  R i v e r ;
Sou t h  F o r k  r e s o r t  n u l d  p r e c l u d e  a b e t t e r  s i t e  f r om  be i ng  d e v e l o p e d .
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R o b e r t  Wei 1s
c u r r e n t  economic  down t u r n  s h o u l d  n o t  i n f l u e n c e  d e c i s i o n  t o  open 
s t a t e  p a r k  t o  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  p a r k ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  can be managed t o  m i n im i z e  imp ac t s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  p r o b a b l y  o u g h t  t o  be e x c l u d e d  f r om w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ;  
p a r kw i d e  sk i  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y  s t u d y  s h o u l d  be done .

P e t e r  O i e d r i c h
examine  wind s c o u r i n g  o f  s k i  s l o p e s ;
Government  Peak  i s  s u p e r i o r  s i t e  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r ;
DPOR s h ou l d  do a p p r o p r i a t e  s t u d i e s .

Ka r en  S i r y
l o c a l  need f o r  s k i  r e s o r t ;
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  y o u t h  s k i  p r o g r am ;
s c h o o l  buses  c a nn o t  n e g o t i a t e  i c y ,  s t e e p  r o a d s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  t o o  f a s t ;
c o n c e r n ed  w i t h  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y ;

H i k e  Pe r r y ham - -  A l a s k a  F r o n t i e r  T r a p p e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
E IS  o r  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d y  ough t  t o  o c c u r  f o r  b o t h  r e s o r t  
p r o p o s a l s ;
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  n o t  m u l t i p l e  u s e ,  and p r e v e n t  o t h e r  u s e r  g r o u p s ;
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  s i n g l e  use  a r e a s ;
a l r e a d y  t h r e e  s k i  a r e a s ,  and more  a r e  u n n e c e s s a r y ;
how many sheep wou l d  be e l i m i n a t e d  by s k i  s l o p e s ?
p r o p o n e n t s  s h o u l d  pay f o r  s t a t e ' s  e x pen se s  in p l a n n i n g ,  r e s p o nd i ng  
t o  r e q u e s t .

Mike S o r e n s e n  —  e x p e r i e n c e d  s k i  coach  
s u p p o r t s  a l p i n e  s k i i n g ;
c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  m a r g i n a l  s k i  s l o p e s ,  t e r r a i n s ;  
a r e a  ough t  t o  be e v a l u a t e d  f o r  i t s  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s .

n
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t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ,  c omme r c i a l  t o u r i s m  has now t a ken  the number o n e  s p o t  
in t e rms  o f  t h e i r  l e ad i ng  economi c  i n d u s t r y .  F o r  a t  l e a s t  10 o r  15 y e a r s  in 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  Ut ah commerc ia l  t o u r i s m  has been the number one i n du s t r y .  When I 
came To  A l a s k a  12 y e a r s  ago t o  p l a n  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  e x p e r i e nc e s  i n  new 
p a r k s  in A l a s k a  I came here w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  someday A l a s k a  w ou l d  
be in t h e  same p o s i t i o n  whereby t h e i r  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  would o u t r a n k  t h e i r  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  i n d u s t r i e s  j u s t  a s  i t  d i d  in my home s t a t e s  o f  C o l o r a d o  and 
Ut ah many y e a r s  a g o .  I b e l i e v e  i n  a p r o p o s a l  l i k e  t h i s .  I suppo r t  i t  and  I 
r e a l l y  hope t h a t  someth ing l i k e  t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .

Al  H e i n e r s :  Thank you ,  Don. Y e s .

Becky  Ha n s e n : My name
1 i ve 
p r o j e c t  
beg i nn i ng
s k i i n g ,  you know,  and th i ngs  l i k e  t h a t ,  
you know,  maybe on t h e  dumb s i d e ,  t o o .  
t h i n k  a b o u t  g o i n g  up t o  the top o f  a moun t a i n  i t  s t o p s  and t h a t ' s  abou t  a s  f a r  
a s  i t  g e t s .  i t h i n k  abou t  r i d i n g  a c h a i r l i f t  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  the mount a i n  t h a t  
I l i v e  on wou i d  be r e a l l y  s ome t h i n g  p r e t t y  s p e c i a l .  I t ' s  p r obab l y  o n  the  
s t u p i d  s i d e  o r  s ome th i ng  but I 'm e x c i t e d  ab ou t  i t .

i s  Becky Hansen  and my husband has these  p i c t u r e s .  I 
in R i v e r v i e w  E s t a t e s  which i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  s u b d i v i s i o n  t o  where the  r e s o r t  

i t s e l f  w i l l  be .  We've b e e n  r e a l l y  e x c i t e d  a b ou t  t h i s  f rom t h e  v e r y  
t h i n k  about  t h i n g s ,  l i k e  my c h i l d  i s  g o i ng  t o  be a b l e  t o  go

I t ' s  p r o b a b l y  on the  l i g h t e r  s i d e ,  
But  I a l s o  have  asthma and when I

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank you ,  Becky.  Anybody  e l s e ?

S c o t t  M a r t i n e z : W o u l d n ' t  i t  be b e t t e r  j u s t  t o  us e  i t  and j u s t  l eave  i t  a s  i t
i s .  I mean l o o k  a t  in the l owe r  **8. Look  a t  i t ,  i t ' s  a l l  be ing chopped away 
s l o w l y  and s l o w l y ,  you know. I t ' s  j u s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  you know. What y o u ' v e  
g o t  up h e r e ,  you know,  I come f r om  t h e  E a s t ,  I ' v e  o n l y  been up here f o r  a y e a r  
bu t  hey v/hat do I know,  you know.  But a l l  I know i s  back  in t h a t  v a l l e y  
t h e r e ' s  s ome t h i ng  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  s p e c i a l .  More p owe r f u l  than a ski  r e s o r t  and 
t h a t ' s  j u s t  what  i t  i s ,  j u s t  w i l d e r n e s s ,  j u s t  t o  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  you know,  i t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  why do p e o p l e  want t o  c u t  c o n s t a n t l y ,  j u s t  t e a r  i t  a p a r t ,  j u s t ,  I
mean what  a r e  we go i ng  to be l i k e  in the n e x t  100 y e a r s  j u s t  a w o r l d  o f
p l a s t i c  and cemen t .  I mean, l e t ' s  j u s t  put  i t  and j u s t  l e a v e .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  
been c o n s i d e r e d  as  a p a r k ,  i t  has w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  i t  has j u s t  pa r k  v a l u e s .  
Why c a n ' t  he j u s t  l e a v e  i t  as wha t  i t  i s .  I mean,  you know,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know as o f  s t a t e  and economic ,  I 'm  o n l y  20 y e a r s  o l d ,  I 'm j u s t  g e t t i n g  o u t  in
t h i s  w o r l d ,  bu t  I l o v e  t ha t  v a l l e y ,  man.  I go back  t h e r e  and I e n j o y  j u s t
what  i t  i s  and j u s t  as  a peace o f  m i nd ,  t h a t ' s  what  i t  g i v e s  ne ,  you know.  
I ' v e  done s k i i n g  b e f o r e ,  I ' v e  s k i i e d  in t he  e a s t  c o a s t  where they h a v e  the 
w o r s t  s k i  r e s o r t s  t h e r e  cou l d p o s s i b l y  be ,  you know,  j u s t  h i l l s ,  no m o u n t a i n s ,  
j u s t  r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  you know, and y o u  know,  l i k e  t h a t  guy j u s t  s a i d ,  C o l o r a d o ,  
U t ah  t h e r e  you g o t  t h i s  big r e s o r t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  c o u l d  go t o  do i t ,  you know.  
You go t  A l y e s k a .  What i f  the snow y o u ' d  have t o  g e t  mach i nes  to go i n  t h i s  
new r e s o r t ,  I mean new sk i  t h i n g .  Say t h ey  d o n ' t  wo r k  and peop l e  d o n ' t  wan t  
t o  go t h e r e  be cau s e  t he  c o n d i t i o n s  a i n ' t  good and t h ey  s t i l l  j u s t  g o  t o  
A l y e s k a ,  you know.  Then you wou l d  have t he  t h i n g  a l r e a d y  b u i l t  up t h e r e  on 
t h e  h i l l ,  you know,  and i t  j u s t ,  y o u  know.  I d o n ' t  know.  I j u s t  t h i n k  i t  
s h o u l d  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  i s  what my o p i n i o n  i s .

[ The mee t i ng  was a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  m i nu t e s  o f  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n  among 
P a r k s  s t a f f  and t h e  p u b l i c . ]
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Girdwood,  May 27,  12 people a t t e n d i n g ,  9 o f f e r i n g  t e s t imony

Al  H e i n e r s : We d i d n ' t  a s k  you on t h e  l i s t  h e r e  who want ed  t o  speak bu t  I ' l l
j u s t  run down and i f  you don ' t  want  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g  j u s t  l e t  us know. B r y a n  
S e l 1s .

B r yan S e l 1s : I ' l l  p a s s .

A l  M e i n e r s ; Okay .  Pau l  Todd.

P a u l  Todd : Am I t he  o n l y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  who s i g n e d ?

A l  M e i n e r s : No.

P a u l  T odd : I ' l l  j u s t  t e l l  you who I am .  I l i v e  in A n c h o r a g e .  . . . h e l i c o p t e r
s i g h t s e e i n g .  As l ong  as  they a r e  n o t  e x c e s s i v e l y  in c o n f l i c t ,  d o n ' t  become a 
p u b l i c  n u i s a n c e  o r  d eg r a de  the w i l d l i f e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a r e  impo r t an t .  The  
r e d u c t i o n  in o i l  p r i c e s ,  the use ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e ,  c a r e f u l  use o f  p u b l i c  
l a n d s  in a n o n - d e g r a d i n g  way,  p r o v i d e  m o r e  t h i n g s  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  see and d o ,  
a n d  b r i n g  in more v i s i t o r s .  No g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  need in t h e  communi ty .  I t h i n k  
I ' l l  j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a t  t h a t ,  g e n e r a l l y  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  h e l i c o p t e r s  s i g h t s e e i n g  
a n d . . . .  L e t  somebody e l s e  t a l k .

A l  M e i n e r s : Thank s ,  P a u l .  Bob H i l l e r  o r  JoAnne .

Bob  H i l l e r : I am Bob M i l l e r .  I 'm a l andowne r  a d j o i n i n g  t he  pa r k  in t h e
P o t t e r  C r e e k  a r e a  o f  Ancho r age .  My f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  i t ' s  c u s t oma r y  now in t h e  
c i t i e s  and in p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  in f a c t  i t ' s  p r o v i d e d  by l aw,  t h a t  you f l a t t e n  
o u t  t h e  c u r b s  so even handicapped p e o p l e  can c r o s s  t he  s t r e e t  and p r o v i d e  an  
a b s o l u t e l y . . . s o  t h a t  handi capped p e o p l e  can have a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  
a n d  mos t  o f  t h e  a r e a s  , r, the  c i t y .  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  be o u r  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  can ge t s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  us e  t h e  p a r k s  t o  the e x t e n t
t h a t  t h ey  c an .  I f  t h e y  a r e  h e a l t h y  and  h a r d y  and can b a c kp ac k  50 m i l e s  i n ,
w e l l  t h a t ' s  g r e a t .  I f  t h e y ' r e  not  q u i t e  s o  h a r d y ,  t h en  I wou l d  suppo r t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  a c c e s s .  The management o f  t h e  p a r k s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  up t o  
t h e  P a r k  p e o p l e .  T h e y ' r e  the e x p e r t s .  Bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  sh ou l d  be t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e ,  i s  t o  a l l o w  as  many uses a s  t h e y  can see  f i t  t o  a l l o w  and as much 
a c c e s s  as  t h e y  can p r o v i d e  so as many p e o p l e  as p o s s i b l y  can ge t  an oppoi—
t u n i t y  t o  us e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ' cause t h a t ' s  what  you c a l l  t '  m, you c a l l  them
p u b l i c  p a r k s .  I have  a s u p e r f i c i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  de ve l opmen t  
a n d  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a r e a l . . . .  I t  i s  a t y p i c a l  t h a t  s h o u l d  be encouraged f o r  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  p a r k .  I t  i s d o ne  v i r t u a l l y  in a l l  t h e  wes t e r n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  Rocky Moun t a i n s  pass  th rough w h i c h  i s  a t y p i c a l  way t o  make use o f  
t h e  p a r k s .  You j u s t  have  t o  l ook f o r  a d e v e l o p e r .  I ' v e  h e a r d  a l i t t l e  b i t  
a b o u t  R o gn e r .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  has some p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r e d e n t i a l s  so I t h i n k  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  t h i n g  s h o u l d  be encou r aged .  We c e r t a i n l y  need t h e  economic b o o s t  
a n d  i t  wou l d  be an a s s e t  t o  the c ommun i t y  and an e c onom i c  a s s e t  t o  the com­
m u n i t y .  I a c t u a l l y  f e e l  s t r o ng  enough a b o u t  t h i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  a day w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  come when you w i l l  p r obab l y  come t o  me and want  a c c e s s  t o  my p l a c e  
n e a r  y o u r  p a r k  and I wou l d  suppo r t  t h a t .  So I ' v e  j u s t . . .  s u p p o r t s . See  
f i t . . . .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank you,  Bob. JoAnne?
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J oAnne Mi 1 l e r : We l l  my husband s a i d  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  I woul d say
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  j u s t  a c o u p l e  o f  l i t t l e  i t ems .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  r e s o r t  
d e v e l o p m en t  g i v e s  us a w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t o u r i s m  f o r  ou r  
s t a t e  and I have e v e r y  c o n f i d e n c e  in o u r  p a r k s  p e o p l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  mas t e r  
p l a n  t o  whe r e  i t  w i l l  n o t  be n o n - c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s ,  l a r g e  an a r e a .  We ' r e  
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  97 a c r e s  t h i s  humongous l y  b i g  a r e a  o f  w i l d e r n e s s  and 1 t h i n k  i t  
wo u l d  be w o n d e r f u l  f o r  us t o  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e  t h i s  p a r k  and g e t  p e o p l e  in i t .
1 t h i n k  a c c e s s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  needed .  T h i r t y  y e a r s  ago  when I came t o  A l a s k a  I 
c o u l d  h i k e  a l l  o v e r  t h e s e  moun t a i n s  up and down and a l l  day  l ong  and then
some.  But  I c a n ' t  do t h a t  anymore .  I g o  o u t . . .  I c a n ' t  even  s k i  t h a t  we l l
a n ym o r e .  So t h e s e  a c c e s s e s  i n t o  t hes e  p a r k s  a r e  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  t o  me. I 
wou l d  a l s o  s u p p o r t  a h e l i c o p t e r  l and ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  in wh i ch  you a r e  t a l k i n g
a b o u t .  I f  you a r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one l a n d i n g  s i t e .  I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  we want
s e v e r a l  l a n d i n g  s i t e s  in t h e r e .  I f  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one t h a t  woul d 
o v e r l o o k  Ancho r age  and E a g l e  R i v e r  where t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  can g e t  o u t  o f  the 
h e l i c o p t e r  and l o o k  a r ound  and t a k e  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  in one  d e s i g n a t e d  spo t  and 
w e ' r e  n o t  c h op p i n g ,  mak ing n o i s e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v a l l e y ,  then I 
wou l d  s u p p o r t  t h a t .  We ' ve  l anded h e l i c o p t e r s  on o u r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  y e a r s  and 
y e a r s  and i t  d o e s n ' t  d i s t u r b  t he  w i l d l i f e .  You can l and  up t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  
t ime s  a day and then t u r n  a r ound  the  n e x t  da y  and t h e  a n im a l s  a r e  ba ck .  So 
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  ab ou t  one d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a  s o  i f  t h e  a n im a l s  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  a r e a  
can s t i l l  have  enough w i l d e r n e s s  t o  go t o  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l  no t  be d i s t u r b e d  by
the  c h o p p e r s . .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  wi t h  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t  a r e a ,  I t h i n k
t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g  t h a t  t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y  has  d on e .  I t h i n k  in 
t ime  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  a r ea  
f o r  u s  and o u r  c h i l d r e n  and o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t h i s  c l o s e  t o  Ancho r age  and 
a g a i n  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t  the  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  m a s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h a t  w i t h  the 
p r e s e n t  a c c e s s  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  now.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  even see them 
p e r h a p s  expand t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h i s  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a d d r e s s  the 
d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a way t o  make d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  
g r o u p s  c o m p a t i b l e  bu t  you d o n ' t  want t he  h i k i n g  t r a i l s  used f o r  h o r s e  t r a i l s  
o r  s n owma c h i n e s . But  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l a r g e  enough a r e a  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  o v e r  a 
p e r i o d  o f  t ime maybe you d o n ' t  have the money t o  do i t  a l l  a t  one  t ime  but you
s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e .  Most  h i k e r s  t h a t  come in o r  h o r s e r i d e r s  a r e  go i ng t o
be i n  t h e  summer ,  t he  snowmach i ne r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be w i n t e r .  He r e  a g a i n  l e t ' f  
d o n ' t  open up o u r  e n t i r e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o i s e ,  bu t  l e t ' s  have some 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  pa r k s  a r e  f o r  any  one  g r o u p .  I t h i n k  we 
s h o u l d  t r y  t o  r e a ch  a compromi se  so t h a t  a l l  g r oup s  a r e  accommodated t o  use 
p u b l i c  l a n d s .  B a s i c a l l y  t h a t ' s  i t .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  J oAnne .  J o s e  V i c e n t e ?

J o s e  V i c e n t e : I a l s o  want  t o  show my s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t .  I
s h a r e  t h e  comments t h a t  we re  made b e f o r e  me.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s o r t  i s 
p e r f e c t l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  so l o n g  as  i t . . . t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  S imp l y  t h a t  I f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g . . . .  I am su r e  
t he  r e s o r t  i s  v e r y  much needed f o r  the r e s i d e n t s  no t  o n l y  in Ancho rage  but 
a l s o  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  I f e e l  t h a t  the s t a t e  has t o  open i t s e l f  t o  economic 
d i v e r s i t y .  We ' ve  t o o  much t o  depend on t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y  and t o u r i s m  can be 
r e a l l y  one  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  can be r e a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  A p p a r e n t l y  
t h e r e  i s  a d e v e l o p e r  t h a t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  c ommi t  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in the 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s o r t  t y p i c a l l y  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  and o t h e r  
n a t i o n s  t h a t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  f i n an c ed  and c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  gove r nmen t  v e r y  
w i l l i n g l y  and I am r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  a d e v e l o p e r  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  spend
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m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y .  As f a r  as t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e en ­
b e l t  I know a l i t t l e  b i t  ab ou t  t he  g r e e n b e l t  and abou t  t he  t r a i l s .  I e n c o u r ­
age you n o t  t o  n o t  t o  a d o p t ,  f o r  t he  s t a t e  no t  t o  a d o p t ,  t h e  t r a i l  p l a n  as i t  
i s .  I f e e l  t h a t  r e v i s i o n s  s h ou l d  be made b e f o r e  t he  s t a t e  we r e  t o  ad op t  i t .
I b e l i e v e  t he  s t u d y  when i t  was c omp l e t ed  d i d  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
e v e n t s  t h a t  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  now, s p e c i f i c a l l y  the r e s o r t .  A l s o  s u b d i v i s i o n  has 
r e c e i v e d  o r d i n a r y  a p p r o v a l  f o r  E k l u t n a .  S e v e r a l  t h i n g s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  t h e r e  
t h a t  s h o u l d  b e . . . t h e  t r a i l  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  t a k en  as  i t ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I 
a l s o  do n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g r e e  v/ i th t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  d e c i s i o n  on the  l o ­
c a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t r a i l s ,  m a i n l y  the  a r e a s  t h a t  have d e v e l o pmen t .  I t h i n k  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  
p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  a i l  t he  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be paved .  Why be paved?  I do no t  s h a r e  
t h a t  v i ew  w i t h  t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  Some t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be g r a v e l  and o t h e r s  j u s t  
. . . f o r  t he  p a r k s  as  t h ey  a r e .  S h ou l d  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  go t h e r e  and chop t r e e s  
and pave  i t .  So I wou l d  s a y  l o o k  a t  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  r e v i s e  i t  and have p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g s  f o r  someone who d i d n ' t  t a l k .  As f a r  a s  t h e  c omme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  
o p e r a t i o n s  I have no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  l a n d i n g s  in a s t a t e  p a r k .  I t h i n k  t h a t  you 
s h o u l d  n o t  have them a l l  o v e r  bu t  I t h i n k  you c o u l d  have a f ew s p o t s  where 
t h ey  c o u l d  o c c u r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  on t he  one t h a t  was men t i o n e d  t h a t  has  t h e  
v i ew  o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  and Ancho r age .  We c a u t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  may be ,  I d o n ' t  
know,  t h e r e  may be a c o n f l i c t  between t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e  and t he  s k i  s l o p e s  
f o r  t h e  r e s o r t .  I wou l d  a s k  t h a t  t h a t  be r e v i ewed  c a r e f u l l y  and p r o b a b l y  
common us e  f o r  i t .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  Geo rge  Brown.

Geo rge  B r own : I 'm no t  a r e s i d e n t  o f  Ancho r age  and I d o n ' t  w i sh  t o  sound l i k e
M e r l e  Candy o r  Sandy C r aw f o r d  bu t  I have  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  wh a t ' s  been s a i d  t hus  
f a r  t o n i g h t .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h e  p a r k  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i s  be i ng  r e q u e s t e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a r e s o r t  i s  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  use  and in a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  I c o n c u r  w i t h  w h a t ' s  been s a i d  a b ou t  
t h e  economy .  We a l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  what  i t  was and c e r t a i n l y  in t he  
v a l l e y  when d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  t o u r i s m  and c e r t a i n l y  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a
number  o f  p e o p l e  emp l o yed  d u r i n g  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  phase  i s  p e r t i n e n t  and I
t h i n k  t h e r e  was in t he  f i r s t  mee t i ng  a s t a t i s t i c  o f  s ome t h i n g  l i k e  2 , 0 0 0  
pe rmanen t  emp l o y e e s  wou l d  r e s u l t  once  t h e  r e s o r t  was o p e r a t i o n a l .  Tha t  s t r u c k
a r e a l  n o t e  w i t h  me.  Not  t o  d i g r e s s ,  bu t  a s h o r t  t ime  ago we had a p o s i t i o n
open f o r  a w a r e h o u s e .  I pu t  t h e  ad in t he  p a p e r .  I t  was a l m o s t  a m i s t a k e .
In two d a y s '  t ime  I had a b ou t  80  p e o p l e  c a l l i n g  and t h e y  we re  in v a r i o u s
t r a d e s ,  p e o p l e  t h a t ,  i t  r e a l l y  h u r t  t o  t a l k  t o  them be cau s e  t h ey  we re  t r y i n g  
t o  f e e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and I s ee  a v a l u e  in t h a t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  see
D r .  R o g n e r ' s  r e s o r t .  And I t o o  t h i n k  t he  s t a t e  w i l l  do a good j o b  o f  r e g u l a t ­
i ng t h e  d e v e l o pme n t .  And o f  c o u r s e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  wou l d  be an a b s o l u t e  
n e c e s s i t y .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have much t o  s a y  ab ou t  t h e  g r e e n b e l t . . . .  I f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h a t  wou l d  be a good t h i n g  as  w e l l .  H e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s  1 f e e l  t h a t  as  l ong  t h a t  was r e g u l a t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  on t he  p e r i p h ­
e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no harm in t h a t .  I wou l d  no t  want  
t o  s e e  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  i n t o  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  p a r t  o f  t he  p a r k .  Y ou ' d  have 
someone t h a t  has h i k e d  in t h e r e  and t h e i r  30 m i l e s  in and t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  one  w i t h  n a t u r e  and a l l  o f  a sudden h e r e  comes t he  c h o p p e r .  I 
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s ee  t h a t  happen but  I can c e r t a i n l y  s e e  an a d v a n t a ge  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  t he  s e r v i c e  t h a t  wou l d  be t h e r e  f o r  t h e  t o u r i s t s  and f o r  t h o s e  o f  us 
t h a t  l i v e  t h e r e  t h a t  may no t  be am b i t i o u s  enough t o  c l i mb  t he  moun t a i n  but
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Dave Stephens 
Alaska State Parks 
Box 107001
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7001 

Dear Mr. Stephens,

This letter is one of support for the proposed Ski Resort 
Development near Eagle River. Such a development makes sense 
to me from the standpoint that it will enable more people to 
have access to and utilize the Chugach State Park. We know of 
similar resorts in other states and countries that have provided 
wonderful recreational opportunities for millions of people 
while at the same time doing minimal environmental damage.

I hope that your hearing board will continue the exercise 
of common sense by recommending approval of the Rogner Develop­
ment. Projects like the one in question should be encouraged 
as a good way to open up areas in the public domain to the 
general population. It is no sin if someone makes a financial gain 
either. The profits to be made are far greater than monetary. 
Everyone can be enriched.

Sincerely yours,

Larry Gallagher
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R. Craig Hesser 
509 West Third Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907) 274-7522

May 28, 1987

Mr. Dave Stevens
State of Alaska
DNR - Chugach Park Division
P.O. Box 107001
Anchorage, AK 99510

Re: Chugach State Park Master Plan Revisions

Dear Mr. Stevens:

This is to express my objections to any revision of the 
Chugach State Park Master Plan to allow for the proposed ski 
resort development in the Eagle River Valley. The present 
master plan, as I understand it, does not permit the development 
of the Austrian ski resort in the Eagle River Valley. The 
purposes behind drafting of the original master plan still 
exist. There can be no justification for making any changes 
solely for purposes of allowing an Austrian developer an 
opportunity to come into a natural area and change it forever. 
This is particularly true when there have been no studies on the 
effects such a development would have on the wildlife, the 
vegetation, and the environment in general in the subject area.

I am most concerned that the negative effects of this 
development would be substantial and irreversible. These risks 
certainly are not outweighed by any benefits the proposed 
development would provide for residents of the State of Alaska. 
In fact, the plan proposed by the Austrian developer is designed 
primarily for use by European and Japanese tourists. It was 
made quite clear that local residents would be discouraged from 
using the facilities by the policies that would be implemented 
by the developer. That is not consistent with any concept 
expressed by the current master plan for the Chugach State Park.
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Finally, revisions to the Park’s master plan should not be 
undertaken to benefit one particular individual who, for 
personal reasons, elected to pursue a development in the Eagle 
River Valley. There are many other areas of the Chugach state 
Park which must be considered for such a development. Perhaps, 
upon reasonable inquiry these additional sites would prove 
substantially more suitable for the type of development proposed 
for Eagle River even if they do not suit the whims of the 
present applicant. In the same vein, it is clear to me that the 
master plan should not be revised solely for the purposes of 
benefiting one foreign developer at the expense of all others; 
particularly those who live and do business in Alaska.

Very truly yours, 

R. CraigHiesser

RCH/jgh
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Your Ref.:

(907) 243-3404 HELICOPTERS HIE. P.O. BOX 190283 • ANCHORAGE, AK 99519-0283

TELEX: 25372 Subsidiary of COLUMBIA HELICOPTERS, INC. • P.O. BOX 3500, PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 • (503) 678-1222

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

REGARDING:

May 20, 1987

Director of Chugach State Park 

Alaska Helicopters, Inc.

State Park Master Plan

Alaska Helicopters supports Chugach State Park in the development 

of a Master Plan which will include designated landing areas for 

helicopters within park boundries. We believe landings in the 

park are compatable with other land uses and hope our 37 years 

of experience with landing in environmentally sensative areas can 

be of assistance in the design of such a plan.

Sincerely,

ALASKA HELICOPTERS, INC.

Steven R. Smith 
Director of Operations

SRS/ah

Enclosures

This company complies with the CODE OF ETHICS of the Helicopter Association of America. 
Member of the Alaska Air Carriers Association.
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HELICOPTER ACCESS
IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA
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TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

r-vn. .jjiaarsigned support reasonable helicopter access ar.d use 
in all Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicooters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska

entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out or Public Lands, and

that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the publit should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Peculated Public Lancs we refer to include

aecreation areas, 3 :
r orest Resource M a n a c e rr. e r. t Areas, State 

e Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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TO: ALL FEDERAL/ STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
tin all Regulated^Public*Lands in. Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suoportina resource exploration, inventory, development and 
manacexent, as well as*a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed/ helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer* to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas. State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public land3.
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suooorting resource exploration, inventory, aevelopme.nt and 
management, as well as a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely comoatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit cf the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.* The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State “crest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife P.efuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 
IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

Tha undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all’Regulated Public'Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
sucporti.ng resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as'a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
•we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.' The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Si
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HELICOPTER access

% IN REGULATED PU3LIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

. „ ~ a quDOort reasonable helicopter access and use
<„ Lands in Alaska. Historically,

ade valuable contributions throughout Alaska
suooortina resource exploration, inventory, development and supporting resourc- v  - Dublic safatv and** ? ---- ae'a varietv of public safety anamanagement, as well as a  l i

y :   - Properly managed, helicopters are
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b-=n°fit of tha public should allow :or .reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
Stare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, Scate 
Recreation areas, State Public Use .irsas, National Parxs, 
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, NationalNational Conservation -----.
Preserves, and similar public land=
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TO; ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter scce33 and use 
in all Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicooter3 have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suooortino resource exploration, inventory, development and 
“•anace.T.ent, as well as* a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors, Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Sicnature Address
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management, as well as'a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We dis 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for th 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to i.ncl 
Scare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks, 
National Monuments, National Forests, Nati.o.nal Wildlife Refu 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, Nati 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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entirely compatible 
with those that would 
we believe that res 
benefit of the oublic
access and use.* The Regulated Public La
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks, 
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Sicnecure p  Address
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 
IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA
'' • '' .

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all*Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suoporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as*a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Si ana tu re , Address
W
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 

IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically/ 
helicopters have mads valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
supporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as" a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
•we believe' that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, Stare Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 

IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all*Regulated Public'Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
supporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as*a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulaced Public Lands we refer to include 
Stare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, Scare 
Recreation areas, Srate Public Use Areas, Narional Parks,
National Monuments, Narional Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Sicnature Address
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 
IN REGULATED PLJ3LIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA
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TOl ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all*Regulated ?ublic*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suooorting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as a variety or public sarety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.* The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and us_ 
in all Regulated Public Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
supporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.' The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
Stare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
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State "crest Resource Manacement Areas, State
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National Monuments, National Forests, N'ati
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
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V  r '   :
HELICOPTER ACCESS 

IN REGULATED PU3LIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA
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access and use.' The Regulated Public Lands we refer oo include 
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2 0 0  W . 3 4 t h  A v e .  S u i t e  6 1 1  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3

S t e p h e n s :D e a r M r .

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  t h i s  l e t t e r  a s  w r i t t e n  t e s t im o n y  t h a t  I  -am v e r y  m u c h  i n  f a v o r  

o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  o u r  S t a t e  P a r k s  s y s t e m  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S k i  R e s o r t  

i n  E a g l e  R i v e r .  U t i l i z a t i o n  a s  a  R e s o r t  w i l l  a l l o w  a c c e s s  t o  a r e a s  t h a t  m a n y  

o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  o u r  S t a t e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u n a b le  t o  v i s i t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

i t  w i l l  o p e n  u p  n e w  a r e a s  o f  r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  m a n y  j o b s  

o v e r  a  l o n g  t e r m  p e r i o d  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n e e d e d .

I  f e e l  t h a t  i f  y o u  d o  a n y  r e s e a r c h  t o  s e e  w h a t  a  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  s u c h  

d e v e lo p m e n t s  h a v e  h a d  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  im p a c t  h a s  b e e n  a  p o s i t i v e  o n e .

A g a i n ,  I  am  i n  f a v o r  o f  o p e n i n g  u p  S t a t e  L a n d s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  

d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e .

V



Box 3Ul'
Talkeetnai, Ak. 99676

Nell Johann sen
Division of ParksB and Outdoor Recreation 
P,0„ Fox 7001 
Anchorage, Ak. 995>1©

Dear Nell, ffaharmaen.

May 1 1 ,  1987 

Q a y ^  1

This regard® commercial development and helicopter use in Chugach State Park.

We do not want to see large conmerciaSL development in the state park that your 
division 1® sppnaering in the medi®. Tau advocated the same type development
a. year ago at Curxy Ridge*

Such development wUQL ruin the stats park* We believe that A la s k a n ®  do not 
want to see this happen* They want tue wilderness qualities of the p a r k  and 
not development* Especially near the southcentral urban a r e a *  there are very 
little undeveloped state lands left for A la a k a n *  to enjoy* And now you are 
p rv . jslng to ruin this*

What you are proproring is inappropriate for these public lands and aare more 
appropriate for private &  nd® of which there i® alot of* It ia incredible that 
you want to take public land® in order for large corporation® to make money off 
of* We are against thiae* Tour division ha® Hatcher ?ae® to pity with. Leave 
Chugach State Park alone.

We also continue to be opposed to your agency issuing helicopter permit® for 
helicopter tourism in the park* Tou seem to not be aatirfieA unless this happen®. 
The public has spoken out against this and will continue to do so* There are. only 
negative impact* and no positive impact® beside® corporate profit®. It will 
impact the game aurri destroy the wilderness qualities that people want. It i® also 
a hug® threat ta> public safety* If you are not up on that issue, check out 
what happened at the Grand Canyon* The Helicopter concession® there are totally 
out of control and not regulated adequately. This is what you are inviting at 
Chugach State Park if you issue one permit. The newt year there will be tripl® 
the amount of helicopter concessionaires who want in. We are opposed to i l  
helicopter tourism.

Becky Long 
Information Co-Ordiimtor 
Alaska Survival



Department of Natural Resources 
400 Willoughby Avenue 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Commissioner Brady:

The following comments are the official testimony of The Alaska Wildlife Alliance 
on the Chugach State Park Master Plan regarding downhill ski area development, 
commercial helicopter activity, and the Eagle River Greenbelt.

The Alliance opposes any commercial ski development on Chugach State Park lands, 
including the proposed ski resort in the South Fork of Eagle River, Naturally, 
we are concerned about the inevitable impacts on state park wildlife from such 
a development-particularly on the wolves and Dali sheep in the vicinity. We 
are also concerned about the impacts a ski area would have on adjacent wilderness 
lands in South Fork and Ship Creek Valleys. Why not use undesignated state 
lands for a ski development instead of using designated park land? Park status 
is the most protective designation we can provide for our state lands; and at a 
time when irreplaceable habitat is fast disappearing for our wildlife, such 
lands should not be unnecessarily sacrificed for development.

As we have previously testified, we are against helicopter landings in Chugach 
State Park. The extreme noise of such landings would devastate wilderness and 
wildlife values that parks are supposed to preserve.

We have heard from our members about the impossible noise that helicopters are 
causing local hikers and tourists when they take off from the cruise ships and 
fly up the glacier in Juneau. We should not be destroying park values to cater 
to visitors who are unwilling to seek more than the most superficial experience 
of the park. Chugach State Park has accommodated and will continue to accommodate 
compatible recreational development. Several campgrounds, a visitors center 
with a handicapped accessible nature trail, developed trailheads, unimproved 
roads and a system of tra^s already provide opportunities for a wide variety 
of users.

Park overflights are already a substantial pn jlem: to exacerbate it makes no 
sense. Helicopter and airplane overflights s.e a serious problem in parks in 
the lower 48. Please keep commercial helicopter landings out of our state parks.

the legislature ratified-the exchange that would add the 3,500 -acre greenbelt 
on both banks of Eagle River, The Alliance would like to see the area managed 
for maximum enjoyment of nonconsumptive users such as hikers, cross-country
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skiers, and photographers.

Spectacular scenery and wildlife resources cannot be replaced; and our first 
obligation within the park system is to protect those values. We have a chance 
to make the right decisions for our parks in Alaska now. Thank you for the 
opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Ginny De Vries 
Staff Representative



Alaska Center fo r the Environment 
Su ite 1A
411  West 4 th  Ave.
Anchorage, A laska 9 9 5 0 1  274*3621

February 9, 1987

Bill Garry 
Superintendent 
Chugach State Park 
P0 Box 107001 
Anchorage, AK 99501-7001

Dear Bill:

Ue are very strongly opposed to the granting of a guide/out­
fitter permit, or concession contract, to Alaska Helicopter, Inc. 
for helicopter landings within Chugach State Park*

Military and commercial fly-overs of the park are already a 
problem, creating use conflicts and perhaps adversely affecting 
wildlife. Apparently illegal landings are a problem. In the 
lower 48, fixed-wing and helicopter overflights are a very sub­
stantial issue in national parks and other recreation areas. The 
March/April 1986 issue of National Parks magazine reported that 
in a 1983 study "resource managers at more than 50 national park 
areas throughout the country said they had significant overflight 
problems." The Grand Canyon situation is only the most serious 
and most highly publicized example.

Under these circumstances, exacerbating the present situa­
tion by allowing commercial helicopter landings where none are 
currently allowed would be a very serious mistake. From a tacti­
cal standpoint, a good proposed landing point has been chosen, 
since it should in fact "minimize, if not completely rule out, 
any impact of 'fly-ov.er' of the park." From a precedential 
standpoint, however, the landing site is largely irrelevant. The 
Division of Parks should do nothing to encourage this very high 
impact use, and nothing which will make it easier for future 
proposals to be approved by building a constituency for helicop­
ter tours which presently does not exist. The division has 
enough on its hands trying to deal with existing problems.

Nor are we at all oersuaded that approving this proposal 
will help solve those problems. An Alaska Helicopter pilot 
landing on the edge of the park is going to be in no position to 
detect violations generally occurring much deeper into the park.

Ue are not persuaded by the argument that this proposal will 
"enhance public recreation for a bruader range of people who 
cannot physically access a similar area or have the time in their 
vacation schedule to drive to a similar area." Ue should not be 
destroying park values to cater to people who are unwilling to 
drive up the Arctic Valley Road for a similar if not better view 
of the surrounding area, and a chance to briefly experience the 
tundra environment.

Uhether or not there is any degradation to the environment 
is also largely irrelevant. There is in any case a very



i i g
substantial adverse impact on virtually all other users of the 
park who are within hearing range (generally a very long 
distance) of the helicopters. Those impacts are just as real and 
important as more tangible ones.

The existing Chugach State Park Master Plan does not require 
the approval of requests for helicopter landings in non-wilder- 
ness areas of the park; it gives the division the discretion to 
approve them or not. Ue now have several years of experience 
with substantial overflight problems in the Chugach and else- 
uhere. The earlier proposal for helicopter skiing in a wilderness 
zone was very controversial, and not just because of the 
location. Ue think granting this present request would be an 
improper exercise of your discretion. Uhen the plan is revised, 
we will push very strongly for a prohibition against all helicop­
ter use in the park except for essential administrative and 
research purposes.

It has been very discouraging in recent years to see the 
division open the park to new uses, that is ones that were not 
then allowed, when the experience in parks in the lower 48 has 
shown that substantial problems would be created as a result. Ue 
have an opportunity here to learn from both our local experience 
and that of park managers elsewhere.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal.

Sincerely,

O j . f i

Cliff Eames 
Issues Director



February 11, 1987

Bill Garry 
Superintendent 
Chugach State Park 
PCI Box 107001 
Anchorage, AK 99501-7001

RE: Helicopter Landings in
Chugach State Park

Dear Bill:

Having subsequently received and read the Division's 2/5/87 
background memorandum on helicopter landings in Chugach State 
Park, ue uould like to briefly supplement the February 9 uritten 
comments that ue submitted to you at the advisory board meeting.

Ue don't believe that it's quibbling to note that the memo 
impliedly and unnecessarily narrous the class of users that uill 
be disturbed by the noise and mechanized intrusion of helicopters 
uhen it refers to people uho "hike into" areas (p.2). This 
implies a substantial effort by folks uho hike or backpack deep 
into the park. In fact, even most visitors uho "ualk" or 
"stroll" a short distance from the Glen Alps parking lot or the 
Eagle River Visitors Center, or uho get no farther than the patio 
of the latter, are likely to be disturbed by helicopter ovei—  
f1ights.

Ue find a number of the arguments put foruard in favor of 
al.louing helicopter landings unpersuasive. Ue'll address them by 
referring to the numbers assigned in the memo.

1. Adequate access to the edge of the park (or deeper into it 
in the case of the Visitors Center) for the handicapped and 
the elderly can be provided by commercial bus or van uith 
virtually no adverse impact on most other users. The access 
point most analogous to the Tri-Station River proposed 
landing site is the Arctic Valley Road, uhere vieus can be 
obtained of both the inlet and the interior of the park that 
are equally as good as those at Tri-Station, and uhere the 
tundra environment can be experienced. Other park access 
sites that uould be suitable are the Visitors Center,
Eklutna Lake, and if the impacts are acceptable and can be 
managed, perhaps Glen Alps, or Upper Huffman (uhere a virtu­
ally unused picnic site could be utilized). This being the 
case, there's no need for alternatives.

2. Yes, some revenues could be generated, but at uhat cost to 
the quality of the park experience for the vast majority of 
its users. Uhy not let a private landholder provide a 
landing site, as uas suggested uith a different intent at 
the advisory board meeting, and let public parks server 
purposes that can't be accomplished on private land?



3 . As ue said earlier, it is highly unlikely that legal opera­
tors landing on the fringe of the park uill be able to 
provide information on illegal landings deeper into the 
park, uhere most of the latter occur. Ue're concerned by 
the second half of the Division's arguments, that it uill be 
able to control altitudes and flightpaths over the park. Ue 
uould have expected that if landings uere to be alloued, 
they uould occur only on the edge of the park, and that 
altitude and flightpaths "over the park" uould therefore be 
irrelevant.

4. It's true that operators could be required to provide air 
time for park management activities. Houever, helicopters, 
because of their obtrusiveness, should in any case be used 
for administrative activities only uhen absolutely essen­
tial.

5. Yes, operators could assist in park rescues. But see #3 
uhen it comes to reporting problems in the park and taking 
uildlife counts. Any helicopters that can provide this 
assistance are intruding too far into the park.

6. Yes, the park can contribute to the grouth of the tourism
industry, but not any type of tourism regardless of the
impacts to the park. Tourists visiting by car or uith 
friends should, through signing, brochures, etc., be able to 
easily locate areas like the Visitors Center, trailheads 
along Turnagain Arm and elseuhere, and campgrounds. Commer­
cial buses or vans should be able to visit the Visitors 
Center, Arctic Valley, Eklutna Lake, and if the impacts are 
acceptable and can be managed, perhaps Glen Alps or Upper 
Huffman. The impacts of helicopter landings and overflights, 
houever, are too great. Constituencies and political sup­
port should not be sought blindly for their oun sake, but 
should be sought to foster the types of uses that only units 
of the state park system can provide. Uould you build an 
Eagle River to Girduood Road to gain constituents and sup­
port in the construction industry?

Private lands and multiple use state lands uill be required
to accommodate certain high impact activities. Units of the
state park system are not multiple use lands, and are the only 
refuge and hope for the 1ou impact and quiet user, and a less 
superficial interpretation and appreciation of Alaska's natural 
history. Ue uill undoubtedly come to regret any failure to 
protect these important values.

Sincerely

Cliff Eames
I s s u e s  D i r e c t o r



Hr. Dave Stevens 
Alaska DNR
Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation 
Dox 10-7001
Anchorage, AK 99510-7001 

Dear Mr. Stevens,

I unfortunately could not attend the recent hearing on revising the Chugach 
State Park master plan. I therefore an writing you this letter to express my 
views on the long-range policy decisions you are considering.

When I first came to Anchorage*, one of the first places I visited was Chugach 
State Park. I aave-vii-sited the park many ti es since then to hike, climb, camp, 
and cross-country ski. Indeed, I use the park more often than any other recreat­
ional area in Alaska. I have always been impressed by the quality of this wilder­
ness park, so close to over half of Alaska's population. In only 20 minutes I 
could be out my door and in a wilderness setting. raw cities in the U.S. have a 
resource like Chugach State Park. I feel very fortunate to be able to use this
area. I therefore am concerned when proposals are made that threaten the qualit­
ies that make this park so special. Over the years I have v/ritten letters on 
several management issues for the park, including the park trail plan, snowmachine 
use, and helicopter landings most recently.

Sow more proposals' are being made to change the master plan, to open the park
to new commercial uses. This greatly concerns me. Chugach State Park is already
facing significant resource/user problems which require more time, money, and 
staff than the CNR can provide. The )NR cannot adequately police all of its camp­
grounds and backcountry use; it cannot monitor the level of use occurring in the 
park. Trails receiving heavy use are deteriorating due to lack of maintenance.
As more and more people discover this park, resource impacts will increase. Devel­
opments on adjacent lands are closing off access to the park. Now, at a time of 
declining budgets, when the park staff cannot adequately address existing needs of 
park users and resource problems, the DNR is considering proposals to expand use 
of the park. These uses would benefit only a few groups--primarily nonlocal 
tourists and businesses. They would pose additional resource problems for the 
park staff. And I believe local residents who use the park year-round, would pay 
the costs of seeing their recreational experience degraded. I believe the park 
master plan is in need of updating, but I urge you to restrict additional commerc­
ial uses, such as downhill ski resorts and helicopter trips, and ::.aifi»..in the 
existing values of the park--do not permit additional developments and commercial 
uses in Chugach State i3ark.

Downhill Ski Resorts

I do not believe it is appropriate to amend the master plan to permit downhill 
skiing in Chugach Ct^to Turk. In particular, I oppose the proposed ski resort in
the South Fork of Cagle River. Southcentral .-viaska currently has 3 downhill ski
areas, with additional proposals being considered by the jNK for Hatcher .'ass, the 
Forest Service in Chugach Rational Forest, And Aloyeska in jirdwood. The has
not demonstrated the need for yet another downhill ski area in the region. The 
agency has little to no inform ition on the potential impacts such a development 
would have on the natural resource values of the park (and the South Fork in part­
icular). I am concerned ’.out the linn acts such a f.ci'ity would have on the park' 
wildlife, including its wolves, all sheep and raptors.- I am concerned ’bout the
impacts e ski area would have on adjacent wilderness landd in the jouth Fork and
Ship Creek valleys. I u-estion whether the SNR has considered the effect of a 
downhill ski area on existing park users. I know that I would tend to stay away 
from such a concentrated use area. And I wonder how many other valleys I use in 
the wilderness area would be indirectly affected by this develonment. I strongly
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oppose changing the park's wil .erness boundaries to icccrrodate >ny s^s devoi 
ment. Finally, I question whether. permitting a downhill ski resort would vio?**"’ 
the Ji-.K's management responsibilities for Chugach State nark. The agency's * 6 
brochure states that the the aivision of State Fork's responsibility "is provide 
for the recreational needs of the public, while maintaining the wilderness values 
that make Chugach valuable as a park." I subm.t that the JAR has failed to clearly 
show that providing for downhill ski areas would meet the recreational needs of 
the public. I further submit that permitting a ski resort would run counter to 
protecting the wilderness values of the park. I therefore urge you to revise the 
master plan to prohibit dowr^jfs^i area developments in Chugach jtate Park.

Commercial helicopter Use

I already have expressed my views an chfs piestion in a letter to Jr. Neil 
Joharf^on, dated 3/11/37. I believe this noisy form of motorized use is not 
appropriate for Chugach .State Parkj I again urge you not to permit helicopter 
landings in the park. The park master plan should be revised to prohibit c e m r . t - r u i -  
al helicopter landings.

The Cagle River Greenbelt
\

Assuming the greenbelt is added to the park, I u e . , c  the JA'R to carefully plan 
how this v:luable area is developed. The natural resource values of the greenbelt,| 
first and foremost, should be protected. If funds become available (and other 
resource problems in the park are addressed), I believe carefully sited trails and 
access pd.ints to Cagle '.iver can be developed. "his would permit additional
recreational use, increasing the value of this ar m .  A a i n , I urge the CNR not to
overextend itself, to seek out new projects while existing problems go unattended.

In closing, I believe Chugach Jtate ? irk is one of Couthcentral Alaska's jewels 
a wilderness resource that will only increase in value with time. The park alread; 
provides opportunities for a variety of recreational users (hunters, fishermen, 
hikers, climbers, cross-country skiers, picnickers, mountain bikers, equestrians, 
campers, sno'Tndbi lers, etc.). Xar.y ..laskans and tourists enjoy the park as it
presently exists. Rut Chugach jtate Park cannot be all things to all people. Dit
by bit I sea the park's wilderness values being eroded with increasing use. At 
some point the JAR must say "no" to additional development. If the DNR continues 
to provide for more developments, more use, we will lose many of the qualities 
that make this park sq special. I once a^ain urge you to protect and maintain 
the park'*- wilderness values--values that I and many of the citizens of this 
state, the primary owners and users of Chugach Jtate Park, want to enjoy today 
and the future. I urge the JiiR to live up to its own words in its Chugach jtate 
Park brochure: "’Jeu’iny for the park now will insure that many generations in the 
future will be able to enjoy a wilderness of today's uaiity." I agree that the 
park master plan should be modified--modified to protect the park's existing 
wilderness qualities.

l’hank you for your time. Please keep me informed on future issues concerning 
the management of Chugach jtate Park.

Jincerely,

l.ic.oaet Rees

c.c. Commissioner Judy ..r.dy 
governor jtcve -Jowpor





Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Box 10-7001
Anchorage, AK 99531-7001

Re: Chugach State Park Master Plan

Dear Director:

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Chugach State 
Park Master Plan. I understand that the state is considering wheth­
er to allow the development of downhill ski resorts inside the 
park. I have the following comments about such a proposal:

1. The park has been specially set aside for specific pur­
poses and protection. Commercial development, such as a ski re­
sort, is not consistent with that special designation. If the 
state is going to support a ski resort, undesignated state land is 
a more approriate location than park land. I oppose the ski resort 
proposed for the South Fork of Eagle River and any other commercial 
ski development inside Chugach State Park.

2. In addition to that philosophical/^egal) issue, I am con­
cerned about the very real impacts on the pArKand its users if DNR 
persists in its Chamber of Commerce charade. A ski resort anywhere 
m  the” park would inevitably disturb wildlife, but the South Fork 
of Eagle River is particularly important and sensitive because of 
heavy use by one of the park's few wolf packs, sheep and raptors, 
in addition to disturbing tne wiidiire, tne noise and visual impact 
of a ski resort would diminish the value of the entire area for 
other recreational users.

3. I oppose any changes to the wilderness boundaries of the 
park to accommodate ski areas. It makes little sense to designate 
something wilderness,, only to change the designation whenever an 
investor flashes some money in the state's race. 1 breter the 
greeTi o f  V e y e  Leri lu l l  1 to cne green of”dollar bills in our parks. 
Further, I am concerned that a ski area in the South Fork of Eagle 
River would have negative impacts on nearby wilderness areas.

I urge you to amend the Master Plan to prohibit commercial ski 
development inside the park, while continuing to provide for compat­
ible recreational development that allows everyone to enjoy the 
park's existing natural resources.



I would also like to take this opportunity to support adoption 
of a ban on helicopter landings inside the park. Having attended 
and testified at the recent hearing on this issue, I believe such 
an addition to the Master Plan would accurately reflect the wishes 
of the park's usersr as so eloquently expressed at that hearing.

Very truly yours, 

Patti J. Saunders

cc: Judy Brady
Steve Cowper



Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation 

Box 10-7001
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7001

Dear Division of Parks:

I am writing in regard to several issues affecting Chugach 
State Park. First, I do not believe that it is appropriate to 

li devote park land to a major ski resort in the South Fork of Eagle
River. I believe this area is naturally ill-suited for a ski 
resort. Also, more appropriate areas that would not require the 
dedication of park lands are available, including Hatcher Pass. 
Second, I am opposed to helicopter landings or, other mechanized and 
motorized commercial uses of the park. The sound of helicopters 
would reverberate through the hills and detract from the natural 
qualities of the park.

Finally, I am in favor of park user fees so long as the 
revenues are dedicated to park maintenance and enforcement of park 
regulations.

I appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,

ATKINSON, CONWAY & GAGNON

NTO:jm
cc: Commissioner Judith M. Brady

Honorable Steve Cowper





S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A ,  D E P A R T I X l E n T  O F  H A T U R A L  

R E S O U R C E S  H A S  S E T  T H E  T i m E  A n D  P L A C E  F O R  

P U B L I C  H E A R i n G S  R E G A R D I H G  T H E  U S E  O F  

C H U G A C H  S T A T E  P A R K  F O R  SKI R E S O R T  

D E V E L O P m E n T S .

T h e s e  Gre h e a r i n g s  o n  t h e  m a s t e r  P l a n  F o r  t h e  S t a t e  
P a r k ,  a n r l  t h e  f i n d i n g s  w i l l  h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  
m a s t e r  P l a n  a n d  w i l l  b e c o m e  S t a t e  P a r k  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  
f o r  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
T H I S  I S  T H E  T i m E  T O  S P E A K  U P  I F  Y O U  V / IS H  T O  H A V E  
D E V E L O P m E n T S  i n  T H I S  A R E A  O F  T H E  K i n D  P R O P O S E D  
B Y  R O G D E R  T O U R I S T I K .
I f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n p u t  a t  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  a g a i n s t  s u c h  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  t h e n  t h e y  
m a y  b e  b a r r e d  f r o m  h a p p e n i n g  f o r e v e r  h e r e a f t e r .

I f  y o u  f a v o r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a l o n g  t h i r  m e ,  d o  n o t  b e  
d e c e i v e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  h a p p e n  w i t h o u t  y o u r  
e x p r e s s e d  s u p p o r t .
T h i s  i s  a l s o  t h e  t i m e  t o  v o i c e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  y o u  m a y  
h a v e  a n d  w a n t  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n .  T h e  P a r k  
i s  a l s o  a s k i n g  f o r  i n p u t  a b o u t  h o w  t o  m a n a g e  a n d  
d e v e l o p  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e i t  a n d  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  i n  t h e  p a r k .
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l o c a t i o n s  
a n d  t i m e s :
m a y  2 0 t h  : S e r v i c e  H i g h  S c h o o l  t h e a t e r ,  A n c h o r a g e  7 p m

m a y  2 5 t h :  E a g l e  R i v e r  L i b r a r y ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  7 . p m .

m a y  2 7 t h ,  G i r d w o o d  C o m m u n i t y  H a l l  7 p m .

B E  T H E R E ,  O R  S E D D  Y O U R  W R I T T E n  C O m m E H T S  T O :
D a v e  S t e p h e n s ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s ,
E o x  107001 , A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  99510-7001

R E m E m B E R ,

O R L Y  T H E  P E O P L E  T H A T  S P E A K  U P  W I L L  B E  H E A R D
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DAVE STEPHENS 
ALASKA STATE PARKS 
BOX 107001
ANCHORAGE, AK 99510-7001 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

WE THE UNDERSIGNED WOULD LIKE IT TO KNOWN THAT WE ARE IN 
FAVOR OF USING THE CHUGACH STATE PARK FOR SKI DEVELOPMENTS.
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DAVE STEPHENS 
ALASKA STATE PARKS 
BOX 107001
ANCHORAGE, AK 99510-7001 MAY 12,1987

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

WE THE UNDERSIGNED WOULD LIKE IT TO BE KNOWN THAT WE ARE IN ,
FAVOR OF USING THE CHUGACH STATE PARK FOR SKI DEVELOPMENTS.
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DOVE STEPHENS 
OLflSKO STATE PARKS 
BOX 107001
ANCHORAGE, OK 99510-7001 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

MAY 12,1987

WE THE UNDERSIGNED WOULD LIKE IT TO BE KNOWN THAT WE ARE IN 
FAVOR OF USING THE CHUGACH STATE PARK FOR SKI DEVELOPMENTS.



CoT.T.issicr.er,

This lecter is our formal appeal of Mr. Nail Johar.r.sens cer.ial cf 
our arpiicaticn for a perrr.it ror helicopter landing rights or. the 
edge of the Chugach State Park. We believe this matter"deserves 
more considered "attention for a number cf reasons, not the least 
cf which is che State 0 1  Alaska's strerr.pts to increase tourism.

\\ 0  r. c - 1 
lished 
r eoole

?ar.< is estab
o provioe recreational opportunities for the 
It is a big cark. Surelv sore coreions cf it

should be available for helioooter tours.

ssioner of Katura-
A ror.: Judy Brady
P.O. Box >i"
>_ u n e a u , A 9 9 SI.



We will follow this letter with expressions of support. We co r.ot 
view this as a standard business approach, but realize this method 
is considered normal. We urge your review or our proposal ror one 
19S7 season.- It has been said a "precedent would be set" if heli­
copters were allowed in the park. We also feel a "prececer.t wil 
be set"if they are not allowed. If judged, let our proposal stand 
on its own. In our democratic system, "the r.eecs and casiras or a 
few do not outweiah the needs of the majority".

Eacle 
borly" 
smaller h 
areas, four s

We thank you for your attention to this ratter 
come to Juneau co answer any questions you may 
anneal.

and stand ready to 
have regarding our

Steve'h R. Smich 
Director of Operations

cc: Govenor1s Office
Nail C. Johar.r.sen

S Ro / e s a



May 22, 1987

Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Box 10-7001
Anchorage, AK 99510-7001

My name is Jeanne Kirby and I am the Alaska Campaign Assistant for 
Greenpeace, an international environmental organization with over 
600,000 supporters nationwide, including 1600 Alaskans.

As an organization dedicated to protecting the integrity of 
Alaska's diverse ecosystems we are opposed to any commercial ski 
development on Chugach State Park lands. The impacts of such a 
development would have a direct negative affect on the well-being 
of wildlife which habituates and utilizes this area. Habitat 
displacement, loss of resources and an increase in human activit, 
are all perturbations which put unnatural stress on wildlife 
species. Of particular concern to Greenpeace is the protection 
of wolves in the park.

The development of another commercial ski area is not in the best 
interest of state park wildlife nor is it in the interest of the 
people who visit the park to view the beautiful scenery and at 
the same time increase their sensitivity to the outdoors. 
Greenpeace requests that the Department of Natural Resources 
reconsider their present position on this issue and postpone any 
further decisions until sufficient information has been gathered.

We urge the state to take appropriate action and halt the 
development of a downhill ski resort within Chugach State Park. 
Thank you for your time.

Respectfully,

Jeanne E. Kirby
Alaska Campaign Assistant
Greenpeace

cc: Commissioner Judy Brady, Dept, of Natural Resources 
Governor Steve Cowper
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1987
A  nchorage • S la ro J  the S o r t h  
Chamber of Commerce

Neil Johannsen, Director 
Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation
3601 C St., Ste. 1200 
P.O. Box 7001

Dear Hr. Johannsen:

Reference the Chugach State Park Master Plan review.

Our Chamber of Commerce appreciates the chance to speak 
in support of the proposed Eagle River resort project.
A new clean industry and increased recreational opportunities 
are both strong reasons for support from the Anchorage 
business community. As with any deveL nment, we expect 
the appropriate studies will be accomplished in a timely 
manner, to assure land protection and the other health 
and safety standards of Division of Parks will be met.

I have attached a copy of my remarks from the May 20th 
public hearing. Also attached is a Chamber Resolution 
#87-03 supporting the Eklutna-Eagle River plan. The resolution 
passed in February and was sent to the Governor and members 
of the Legislature.

We look forward to the successful completion of the resort, 
with satisfactory access to lands in Chuga '' State Park.

Sincerely,

Wayne fc. Beckwith 
Executive Vice President

WKB/ji

415 F Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2254 (907) 272-2401



EKLUTNA LAND TRANSFER

WHEREAS, the Native village corporation of Eklutna, Inc.
is the present owner of 3,680 acres of Eagle 
River wetlands and adjacent property along the 
Eagle River corridor; and

WHEREAS, the state of Alaska has expressed a desire to 
acquire those lands to be used as an extension 
of the Chugach State Park to promote tourist 
and recreational activity along that corridor 
which will run through the Municipality of 
Anchorage; and

WHEREAS, the state of Alaska is financially unable to
build and maintain a State office building on 
two square blocks of downtown Anchorage property 
which it owns located between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenues and Cordova and "A" Streets, and it is 
therefore beneficial that these two blocks be •
commercially developed by the private sector; and

WHEREAS,, the state of Alaska and Eklutna, Inc. wish to
exchange these tracts of nearly equal value for 
one another following legislative approval; and

WHEREAS, Eklutna, Inc. wishes to develop a recreational
resort on an 103-acre tract of land abutting the 
proposed Eagle River Greenbelt; and

WHEREAS, the recreational resort is expected to create
hundreds of full time jobs and bring millions of
dollars of outside construction capital to 
Anchorage; and

WHEREAS, this recreational resort is one half mile from 
the proposed location for the 1994 Olympic luge, 
bobsled and downhill ski jump planned for Hiland 
Mountain in Eagle River; and



WHEREAS, Eklutna, Inc. wishes the. resort to offer downhill 
skiing on Hiland Mountain and the adjoining Gordon 
Lyon Mountain; and

WHEREAS, the majority ownership of each of these mountains 
is held by the state of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, a world class resort and the use of these mountains
for downhill skiing would contribute to our Olympic 
effort and attract a new tourist market from Europe 
and Japan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Chamber of 
Commerce supports and encourages the state of Alaska 
and Eklutna, Inc. to consummate the equal value 
land exchange and further encourages the state of 
Alaska to provide the opportunity for the commercial 
use of the STate held mountains adjacent to the 
proposed Hiland Mountain resort for downhill skiing.

APPROVED BY THE Anchorage 'chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors this _ day of 1987.

Wayne K. Beckwith; Executive 
Vice President



TESTIMONY AT PUBLIC HEARING— CHUGACH STATE PARK MASTER PLAN—  
SERVICE HIGH SCHOOL, MAY 20, 1987

I am Wayne Beckwith, Executive Vice President of the Anchorage 

Chamber of Commerce. I am also a graduate forester, a retired 

civil engineer, a hiker, and avid downhill skier. Our Chamber 

supports this Eagle River resort project not primarily because 

of the jobs and economic development, but rather due to the 

realities that Anchorage is an urban area and additional 

recreation areas and needs must be provided with easy access.

In 1980, Eagle River had 10,000 people and Anchorage 175,000. . 

Today, this area has about 240,000 exclusive. }f Indian Creek 

and Girdwood. Times have changed. The highest and best use of 

the land must meet the needs of the people, whether state park 

or national forest.

Periphery park areas must be managed to serve the most people.

WTe cannot target l"nd use for a smaller, ever smaller, percentage 

of the population. Deeper areas of the park and other public 

lands can continue to be protected from intense use. Support 

for the resort may require about 2,500 Ac only one-half of one 

percent of the total park lands.



■VTVr

Public Hearing Testimony 
Chugach State Park Master Plan 
Service High School, May 20, 1987 
Page Two

There are two goals of the business community: (1) expansion 

of existing industry, and (2) attract new industry. Now 

realize these salient points for the resort: (1) this resort 

area represents the type of clean industry we want in Anchorage;

(2) a winter resort will provide activity during a period now 

slow in our community, and with jobs during this winter period;

(3) due to proximity to the population the resort will bring a 

greater opportunity for both downhill and cross-country skiing 

with a minimum impact on lands and wildlife, and (4) this resort 

is planned for use year-round. Neither Turnagain Pass nor 

Hatcher Pass are viable substitute sites.

We recommend the use of State Park lands by the resort, with 

the application of safeguards to meet park protection needs 

including water quality and sanitation standards, and including 

tight limits on surface motorized vehicles.

A final comment on allowing aircraft in the park. Again, times 

change. The entry of helicopters or fixed ving aircraft can be 

compatible within the border areas of the park through the 

application of channeling, minimum enroute altitudes, seasonal 

adjustments in flight schedules, and limited designated landing 

sites.

Th an k  y ou  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k .



Governor Steve Cowper 
Pouch "A"
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Governor Cowper:

For three and one-half years the Department of Natural Resources has 
conducted a planning program for the Hatcher Pass area. In the fall of 1986 
this process culminated in an adopted plan which designated an area just inside 
the mouth of the Little Susitna River Canyon for development as an alpine ski 
resort.

The partners in Independence Ski Resort Company participated actively 
in this process with a view towards developing and operating the ski resort. 
At this point we have accomplished several tens of thousands of dollars worth 
of studies by an international team of ski area consultants. They have 
prepared a master plan for a ski resort containing four high-speed modern 
chair lifts with 458 acres of groomed runs, terrain, over 2,900 feet of vertical 
rise, a">d runs over 11,000 feet in length. The first phase of the ski resort 
would accommodate approximately 3,000 skiers at one time (about the size of 
Mt. Alyeska) and the second phase would double this number. The whole resort 
would involve over $50 million in new construction and over 200 new jobs.

The resort will accommodate the appropriate mix of beginner, 
intermediate and advanced skiers. There would be a mountain restaurant at 
the midway point with dramatic views of the Matanuska Valley and Talkeetna 
Mountains. The base facility would consfd of a lodge, shops, restaurants,
lounges, and up to 300 lodging units phased in over a ten year period. The
lodging would also be used for summer visitors to Alaska.

This ski resort will serve a present need in Southcentral Alaska for 
modern resoit facilities with an appropriate amount of beginner and
intermediate terrain, and does not rely on visitors from outside Alaska for its 
viability.

We and our consultants met with officials of the Department of Natural 
Resources on April 27 to present preliminary findings, and on May 1 we 
submitted a lease application for 3,110 acres on which to develop the resort. 
Our application implements the Division of Natural Resources Management
Plan.



t-'

In both of theae meetings we requested a timetable for action by the 
Division of Land and Water Management on our lease application and the 
assignment of adequate trained staff to p.ocess the application and conduct an 
auction pursuant to law.

On April 27 we learned that the Division of Parks is assigning senior 
personnel and has developed an , accelerated work program to prepare 
amendments to the Chugach State Park Master Plan to accommodate the 
Rogner proposal in Eagle River. At the same time, the Division of Land and 
Water Management is cutting the personnel who have worked on the Hatcher 
Pass Management Plan and who are assigned to process our application.

We understand the budget constraints which all State agencies are 
working under. However, I believe that the allocation of resources between 
these two competing projects is inequitable and that the public interest may be 
ill served by a hasty approval of the Eagle River site in the face of the 
serious constraints inherent with that site and the project's reliance on a 
heretofore unproven market of thousands of winter visitors from Europe.

The purpose of this letter is to request a meeting with you, the 
Commissioner of Natu.-al Resources, the Commissioner of Commerce and 
Economic Development, and interested legislators at the earliest possible time 
to present our mountain plan, the results of our technical and financial studies 
and our development program. We need to discuss with you the necessity of 
DNR establishing a timetable to process our proposal and the assignment of 
adequate trained personnel to process the proposal and cor ■ uit an auction.

We can be available at your convenience and wr .ertainly appreciate 
your assistance in what could be the largest private devs-jprnent in the State 
in the next few years.

ordially,

Kirk Wickersham, Jr.

KW:caf



ALASKA STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

RESOLUTION

Approved February 20, 1987 
Juneua, Alaska

WHEREAS,- Knakanen Inc., the wholly-owned subsidiary of EkluCna Inc., and 
Doctor Robert Rogner 'iave entered into a joint venture partnership to develop a 
downhill ski resort with a 1500-rooir hotel complex on 103 acres of land located 
14 miles from downtown Anchorage, and

WHEREAS, this project has an estimated development cost of 170 million dollars, 
making it one of the largesc investments of private capital in the history if 
the State, and

WHEREAS, significant numbers of new tourists will'be drawn from Europe and Japan 
expanding‘and strengthening the State's tourism industry and broadening our 
economic base, and

WHEREAS, such a world class complex will enhance the State's bid for the 1994 
Winter Olympics, .

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce supports the 
development of the downhill ski resort along Eagle River, and

BE IT FURTHER RES07.VED, that the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce supports the 
Administration's efforts to expedite the permitting process required by this

i

George Krusa-; President, Chairman



Aa a  re s id e n t  o f S ou th  F o rk  o f E ag le  R iv e r  I h a v e  w a tc h e d  a s  s u b d iv is io n s  h a v e  
d eve lop ed  in  th e  a r e a  s in c e  1973 w h e n  I m o v ed  h e re . The d e v e lo p m e n ts  h a v e  n o t  
b eon  c o n t ro l le d  v e r y  m u c h  a s  to  th e  a e s te t ic s  o f th e  ty p e s  o f h o m e s  a llo w e d , n o r  
a r e  th e re  c o n t ro ls  a s  to  th e  a m o u n t  o f y a rd l ig h t s  a n d  o th e r  v is u a l n u is a n c e s  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th o se  d e v e lo p m e n ts . R o ad s  a n d  d r iv e w a y s  c a rv e  t h e i r  w a y  a lo n g  
th e  m o u n ta in  s id e s  w ith o u t  m u c h  c o n c e rn s  to  th e  v i  su a l e ffe c t f r o m  o t h e r  s ite s . 
A s a  r e a l t o r  i n  th e  a r e a  s in c e  1 9 7 7 ,1 a m  a w a re  t h a t  th is  is  a n  in e v it a b le  
d e v e lo p m en t , a n d  t h a t  th e  a l lu r e  c f th e  S ou th  F o rk  is  n o t  d im in is h e d  g r e a t ly  b y  
a n y  o f th is ,  p eop le  a r e  s t i l l  w a n t in g  to  l iv e  in  th e  v a l le y ,  a n d  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  do so .

D ave S teph en s 
A ld s k a  S ta te  P a rk s  
Box 107001
A n ch o rag e , A k . 99510-7001

may 6,1987

RE: C hug ach  S ta te  P a rk  m a s t e r  P la n  R e v is io n

; tea r O lr . S tep h en s

S ince  I w i l l  be ou t o f th e  c o u n t ry  o n  th e  d a te s  o f th e  p u b lic  h e a r in g s  o n  th is  is su e , I 
a m  h e re b y  I a m  h e re b y  o f fe r in g  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o m m en ts :

W h ile  th e re  a r e  le g it im a te  c o n c e rn s  to  be a d d re s s e d  in  a l lo w in g  s k i l i f t  
d e v e lo p m en ts  on  th e  p a rk  la n d s , s u c h  a s  n o ic e . r e v e g e ta t io n , r u n o f f  c o n t r o l ,  
w a te r  su p p ly , s e w e r a n d  w a s te  d is p o s a l, l ig h t s  a t  n ig h t  a n d  e ffe c t o n  w i ld li fe .  I 
fe e l t h a t  th e  in fu s io n  o f h u m a n  p o p u la t io n  w ith  t h e i r  p e ts , c a r s ,  r e c r e a t io n a l

\l‘ r\f n
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CHUGACH STATE PARK 
MASTER PLAN REVIEW AND UPDATE

May 20, Service High School Theater, Anchorage, 7:00 p.m. 
May 26, Eagle River Library, Eagle River, 7:00 p.m.

May 27, Girdwood Community Hall, Girdwood, 7:00 p.m.
May 28, Wasilla Junior High School, Little Theater, 6:30 p.m.

Introduction
Purpose, agenda of meetings 
Need for plan update 
Planning topics

resort development in park 
Eagle River greenbelt 
commercial helicopter operations 

Planning process, schedule 
Public comments

Resort Development
Existing plan policies 
Preliminary information 
Listing of planning considerations 
Public comments

Eagle River Greenbelt
Existing plan policies 
Anchorage Municipal Greenbelt Plan 
Listing of planning considerations 
Public comments

Commercial Helicopter Operations 
Existing plan policies 
Preliminary information 
Listing of planning considerations 
Public comments

C o n c l u s i o n  and  A d j o u r n m e n t
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CHUGACH STATE PARK 
MASTER PLAN REVIEW AND UPDATE 

1987

This paper outlines the process and schedule for reviewing and 
updating the Chugach State Park Master Plan, scheduled for the 
summer and fall of 1987. Major steps in the process are 
identified and described. A general schedule for initiation and 
completion of the major steps is given.

1. Project Definition and Design

Description: Review of the master plan and its adequacy in
addressing the issues facing the park. Develop list of major 
issues and proposals. Determine applicable master plan 
provisions and other pertinent state policies. Prioritize issues 
based on importance and urgency for resolution. Decide which 
issues will be addressed during plan review and update.

Methods: Read master plan and other state park policy documents. 
Interview park staff. Consult advisory board. Conduct public 
meetings in Anchorage, Eagle River, Girdwood. Review 
professional literature.

Schedule: May

Description: Determine types of information needs: resources and
social/economic. Gather al. vailable information on plan 
topics, both specific to the park and generic. Identify 
information gaps.

Methods: Review Chugach State Park Environmental Atlas (1978).
Assemble additional reports and documents published since 1978. 
Interview user groups, local residents, resource experts. 
Consult municipal planning documents and staff members.

Schedule: Begin in May, most work in June, end in August.

3. Develop Alternatives

Description: Formulate different management options addressing 
each issue. Analyze each alternative in terms of advantages, 
disadvantages, costs, benefits, policy implementation, etc. 
Select preferred alternatives, to be used as basis for plan 
amendments.

2. Information Assembly and Analysis



4. Draft Plan Amendments

Description: Draft language clarifying and amending 39&0 master 
plan, addressing each issue. Produce maps and graphicn 
illustrating resource information, compatible/incompatible 
activities, boundaries, etc.

Methods: Write text, produce maps and graphics. Review by 
advisory board planning committee.

Schedule: June, July

5. Public Review Period

Description: Distribute draft plan amendments to interest groups, 
agencies, and individuals. Second round of public meetings. 
Analyze public agency and public comments.

Methods: 30 day public review period. Public meetings in 
Anchorage, Eagle River, Girdwood. Consider use of questionaire 
or workbook. Consult with agencies and interest groups.

Schedule: July, August

6. Final Plan Amendments

Description: Modify draft language and graphics based on public
and agency comments. Adopt final master plan amendments.

Methods: Analyze public and agency comments. Rewrite plan
language. Adopt plan amendments as official state policy with 
commissioner's determination. Publish amendments in companion 
report to 1980 master plan.

Schedule: September

2



SCHEDULE 
CHUGACH STATE PARK 
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INFORMATION PAPER 
RESOR1 DEVELOPMENT IN CHUGACH STATE PARK

Any contract allowing resort development would be awarded based 
on a competitive bidding process. Contracts are not issued based 
on sole-source negotiations. For these reasons, the plan review 
will treat this topic in a general sense. Discussion will not 
focus on the specifics of the Rogner proposal, but rather on the 
general issues and considerations relating to resorts of this 
type.

Issue: Should recreational resort development occur within
Chugach State Park, and if so, under what conditions?

Background; The state has recently received a request from a 
private developer to use Chugach State Park lands for the 
construction and operation of a major recreational resort 
facility. The Rogner Touristik company has proposed to develop a 
resort village on private lands adjoining the park. Ski lifts, 
ski runs, trails, and associated facilities would be located on 
state park lands in the Eagle River valley. The existing park 
master plan addresses this issue in very little detail, hence the 
need for this review and update project.

Discussion: The 1980 Chugach State Park Master Plan states that,
"although no proposed ski areas are identified in this plan, they 
are not precluded ... provided that adequate study reveals the 
capability and suitability of the site for such use" [page 28]. 
The plan also contains a compatibility matrix which indicates 
that downhill skiing facilities are compatible within certain 
zones in the park [page 29].

The first and most important question to be considered in this 
plan review is whether resort development and operation is 
compatible with the park's purposes and consistent with 
legislative intent when establishing the park. The 1980 plan 
says yes, under certain conditions.

If resort development and operation remains an appropriate 
activity in the park, plan revisions should specify the type and 
range of feasibility studies which should be undertaken prior to 
the state issuing its approval. Firms seeking permissions to 
locate a resort in the park would be required to perform these 
studies and formulate solutions to environmental problems. The 
attached sheet, borrowed from a leading ski area design firm, 
outlines a number of important planning considerations.

1
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IV
FEASIBILITY C R I T E R I A  A N D  DESIGN P A R A M E T E R S

A. Introduction;

This section introduces a set of feasibility criteria and design parameters that 
are generally accepted standards. Successful ski areas exhibit a set of com­
mon characteristics that form the basis for these specific range of judgments.

These criteria and parameters have been used by ski area planners and 
developers for two decades. They have been formalized arid published by 
several ski area consultants, and government officials responsible for ski 
area administration on public lands. They are subjective judgments and thus 
subject to local interpretation and change. They are also periodically revised 
when new research illustrates a shift in skier behavior. These criteria and 
parameters are currently in harmony with guidelines used by both the U.S. 
Forest Service and the British Columbia government agencies in their review 
and evaluation of ski area development proposals on public lands.

They are organized into two areas. The first discusses site specific physical 
feasibility criteria while the second is concerned wisn ski area design para­
meters.

B. Physical Feasibility Criteria; j
1

There are four critical areas of analysis and judgment in evaluating the physical j 
potential of a site for ski area development. In order of importance they are:

Site Scope and Attractiveness.
; . Access and Proximity to Markets,

j . Environmental Limitations,
j ; . ■ Unusual Development Costs.
5 1

1. Site Scope and Attractiveness;

The primary focus of study centers on the potential of the terrain, snow 
conditions and climate to satisfy the demands of skiers.

a. The Environment;

i (1) Weather/Climate:

I
The climate, altitude and tree cover should enhance the aesthet­
ically pleasing atmosphere. Extremes should be avoided so as 
to maximize the attractiveness of the skiing experience.

6



Wind should neither hamper the operation of the lifts, nor scour 
the slopes and trails. All ski areas have occasional wind prob­
lems, however, they should be both infrequent and correctable.

Temperatures should be adequately cold to maintain the snow 
cover, but generally avoid the extremes to provide a pleasant 
experience. If machine snowmaking is contemplated, tempera­
ture data is critical to the design of an efficient system.

(3) Exposure: j

The terrain must be protected from the damaging effects of sun 
and wind. Generally a north and northeast exposure is optimum ! 
in North America. Steep slopes and slopes at low altitude offer 
more critical exposure problems.

(4) Forest Cover:

Tree cover enhances the skiing experience. Trees add visual 
beauty, provide protection from wind, offer visual contrast 
when the light is flat, and add to the challenge when used as
skiing glades. Open bowl and above timberline skiing is attrac- j
tive when weather conditions are ideal, but impossible and 
sometimes dangerous in adverse weather. *

b . The Terrain: ;

(1) Terrain Characteristics: !
1

Terrain must possess grades in relation to skier ability levels, 
frequent shifts in aspect and grade, extensive variety, an 
aesthetically pleasing atmosphere, protection from wind and 
sun erosion, adaptability for modern snow grooming techniques 
with machinery and potential for trails of moderate length and 
vertical drop. j

(2) Snow Conditions:

Snow must be abundant and dry. Skiers wear out snow with 
the action of their edges. Experience shows that to be success­
ful, a modern ski area must receive a minimum of 20U" of snow 
falling generally in reasonably regular intervals. Thaws should 
be infrequent or non-existent. Snow should be relatively dry 
to enhance its skiability.

Where lack of adequate snowfall exists, the site must possess 
potential for machine snowmaking in adequate volumes to supple­
ment natural snowfall, and reach the desired cover.



The site must possess a balanced mixture of terrain with the 
proper gradients to serve the anticipated range of skier abilities. 
It must contain sufficient variety to motivate return business.
The established planning parameters for the general skier market 
are listed below.

S k i l l C la s s

In classifying runs, any pitch of 250 lineal feet (75 meters) or 
more that exceeds the maximum grade, will place the entire run 
in the next higher class.

SKI /HI- A PLANNING PAR AMI; TI'P.S 

1CRKAIM CAPACI TY CRI IE R IA

I . . IN T A .IM T A IIV TOTAI

T e rra in  G rad ie n ts 1 0"- IS" IS " -25™ 25* - 15a ■inC.-An", .(<*

S k ie r  M arket P r o , , .

A f r m la h le  d e n s ity  
R ange (U S A ) 

S k ie rs / A c re  
O i i - S I o d c s  
Tota l S k i A r r a  

R ange  (C anada) 

S k le rs / H e c ta rc  

O n-S loo rs

2 2- 4 4 / AC 
SO-100/AC

io-:r,/AC 
40-60/AC

l.l- 22/A C
10-S0/AC

9-IS/AC 
20-15/AC

7-9/AC 
15-20/AC

4-7/AC
10-15/AC

1-7/ AC 
10-15/AC

5 5 - 110/HA

Total S k i A r r a  I26-2SO/HA

44-66/ IIA  

10 0 - 1SO/M A

•1J-5S/HA 

7 5 - 125/HA

22-17/I IA 

SO-OG/I IA

I6-22/MA 
37-Sll/l IA

II-IT,/HA
25-.17/HA

I I- 1 6 / H A  
2S-37A IA

T e rra in  P ro p o rt io n

8 - ll/ A C  
19-15/AC

21-13/HA 
47-OC/HA
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(2) Terrain Capacity -(Scope of Mountain):

The initial and ultimate scope of the site is the most crucial 
decision to the financial success of the venture. Scope deter 
mines both cost and earning power which must be in balance 
to be feasible.

(a) Geological Hazards and Terrain Limitations:

The site must be relatively free from geological hazards, 
rock outcrops, steep gullies and other unskiable terrain.

(b) Skier Density:

The skier carrying capacity of the-site is expressed in 
skier density per acre of ski terrain. Terrain capacity 
parameters include an allowance for skiers on the slopes, 
riding the lifts, standing in lift lines and resting in the 
lodge facilities. In general, only 44% are on the ski runs 
at one time.

In general, vacation des.'nation ski resorts seek to keep 
densities low. The major vacation resorts average 10 to 
15 skiers per acre when operating at design capacity. The 
"acceptable" density varies with the specific areas mix in 
terrain, management philosophy and the availability and 
cost of creating and servicing ski slopes, trails and glades. 
Acceptable skier density per acre is an economic function 
as well as a safety and attractiveness criterion. Modern 
ski area construction costs from $2,500 (US) to $3,500(US) 
per skier, thus, generally the higher the development costs 
or the shorter the operating season, the higher the density 
required to achieve an economically feasible project. For 
instance, ski areas in New England find average densities 
of 20 per acre very acceptable to their market. Mid­
American, urban, day use, commuter ski areas have found 
densities as high as 100 per acre acceptable in their 
markets.

The established planning guidelines for acceptable density 
levels by skier skill categories are summarized in the table 
above. These guidelines have been developed over many 
years and found acceptable when field tested.

Acceptable densities are also a function of snowfall, snow 
cover, slope and trail design, and slope maintenance 
policies. Skiers wear out snow.. Acceptable densities 
are higher where snowfall is greater, where snow retention



is greater, where snow grooming is practiced, and where 
. slope design and construction keeps skiers on the fall line. 
Acceptable densities increase substantially where machine 
snowmaking is required. This is due prim rily to the 
greater durability of machine snow, but is also an economic 
requirement to generate revenues adequate to justify the 
added costs of snowmaking. Weather and snow conditions 
shift the acceptable levels and proportions. A freshly 
groomed slope will comfortably accomodate both higher 
densities and lower ability skiers, than the same slope 
with deep moguls and bare spots.

Acceptable density is a marketing concept, where the vast 
available snowfields of the West are used to attract skiers; 
thus, western vacation oriented ski areas keep average 
densities low.

Finally, acceptable density is an economic concept when 
high trail construction costs, snowmaking, and short winter 
seasons require higher densities to achieve an economically 
feasible project; thus with "snow farming" techniques east­
ern and Mid-American ski areas have average densities on 
the high end of the acceptable range.

Terrain Capacity -(Scope of Base Area):

The skier carrying capacity of the site is also dependent upon the 
extent of available base terrain to accommodate run out, milling 
space, buildings and parking requirements.

Vacation destination sites also require space to accommodate one 
or more village cores and accommodations to handle from 33% to 
100%  of the mountain design skier capacity.

(a) Day Use Facilities:

Base terrain requirements call for some 50 square feet 
per skier of capacity while parking requirements vary 
from 2.5 to 3 .3 persons per automobile. Each auto 
requires some 400 square feet for parking, access and 
egress. The extent of bus service and the type of ski area 
accounts for the large variations. Vacation destination 
ski areas experience a lower demand for parking when 
skiers who arrive by air and shuttle bus find no need for 
an automobile. On the other extreme, commuter ski areas 
find acquirement for parking one auto 2.5 skiers plus 
space for each employee.



T h e  f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l  s p a c e  p a r a m e t e r s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  b a s e  
l a n d  r e q u i r e d  p e r  s k i e r  c a p a c i t y .  T h e y  a r e  q u o t e d  f r o m  
U S F S  W i n t e r  S p o r t s  S i t e  B a s e  A r e a  S t u d y ,  c o m p i l e d  b y  
W a l t e r s ,  H e n l e y  & E m e t a z .

( 1 )  P a r k i n g  a r e a  =
( 2 )  C o n g r e g a t i o n  a r e a  =
( 3 )  B u i l d i n g  s i t e s  =
( 4 )  U t i l i t i e s
( 5 )  M a i n t e n a n c e  & S t o r a g e  = 
T o t a l  F u n c t i o n a l  A r e a

o f  c a p a c i t y  
o f  c a p a c i t y  
o f  c a p a c i t y  
o f  c a p a c i t y

____________ o f  c a p a c i t y
2 5 6  S . F . / S k i e r  o f  c a p a c i t y

1 4 5  S . F . / S k i e r  
5 0  S . F . / S k i e r
1 0  S . F . / S k i e r  
4 0  S . F . / S k i e r
11 S . F . / S k i e r

( b )  C r o s s - C o u n t r y  S k i i n g :

W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  c a p a c i t y  d e s i g n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c r o s s ­
c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s o m e  p l a n n i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  m a y  b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  p r e s e r v e  t h e  p r i s t i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t  s o u g h t  
b y  n o r d i c  s k i e r s .  T e r r a i n  s h o u l d  b e  r o l l i n g ,  w o o d e d  a n d  
o f f e r  s o m e  i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  c r o w d s .

c .  L e n g t h  o f  S k i  S e a s o n :

T h e  s e c o n d  m e a s u r e  o f  s c o p e  i s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  s e a s o n .  T h e
t y p i c a l  s k i  s e a s o n  r u n s  f r o m  T h a n k s g i v i n g  t h r o u g h  E a s t e r ,  s o m e  1 3 0  
d a y s .  W h e r e  n i g h t  s k i i n g  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s ,  n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  e f f e c t i v e l y  
d o u b l e  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  s k i  s e a s o n ,  a n d  c r e a t e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h e a l t h i e r  
e c o n o m i c  p o t e n t i a l  i n  a  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  h a s  h i g h  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  h e a v y  f i x e d  
e x p e n s e s .  W e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  a r e  t h e  m a i n  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  t h e  l e n g t h  
o f  t h e  s k i  s e a s o n .  G e n e r a l l y  t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  s k i  s e a s o n  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  

b e t t e r  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  f o r  s u c c e s s .

2 .  S i t e  A c c e s s  a n d  P r o x i m i t y  t o  M a r k e t s :

L o c a l  c o m m u t e r  o r  d a v  s k i  a r e a : W i t h i n  a  t w o  h o u r  d r i v e  o f  m a r k e t s ,
m e a n i n g  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s k i e r s  w i l l  c o m m u t e  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e  s k i  

a r e a .

b . Regional (’wppkpnd and holiday) ski arsa: B e t w e e n  a  t w o  h o u r  c o m m u t e  
a n d  a  f i v e  t o  s i x  h o u r  d r i v e  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  o v e r n i g h t  a c c o m m o d a - ' 
t i o n s ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e  t y p i c a l  s k i e r  s p e n d s  F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  t o  i 

g e t  a  w e e k e n d ' s  s k i i n g .

V a c a t i o n  s k i  a r e a :  P r o x i m i t y  i s  n o  c o n c e r n  a s  s k i e r s  t y p i c a l l y  s p e n d  
f r o m  5  t o  1 4  d a y s  o n  a  w i n t e r  v a c a t i o n  t r i p  a n d  s e l e c t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  j 
f o r  o t h e r  a t t r i b u t e s .  V a c a t i o n  s k i  a r e a s  i n c l u d e  e x t e n s i v e  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  

a n d  m o s t  h a v e  a  c o m p l e t e  r e s o r t  v i l l a g e .  ;



T h e  f i n a l  c r i t i c a l  a r e a  o f  p h y s i c a l  s i t e  a n a l y s i s  i n v o l v e s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  f i v e  a r e a s  w h e r e  u n u s u a l  p h y s i c a l  p r o b l e m s  c o u l d  c r e a t e  
e x c e s s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o s t s  a n d  t h e r e b y  d i s q u a l i f y  t h e  s i t e .

a .  L a n d  C o s t s :

T h e r e  i s  n o  s t a n d a r d  p a r a m e t e r  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  a c c e p t a b l e  c o s t  f o r  
t h e  l a n d  r e q u i r e d .  S k i  a r e a s  i n  t h e  w e s t  a r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  l o c a t e d  
o n  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a n d  p a y  a n  a n n u a l  l e a s e  f e e  i n  l i e u  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  l a n d .  
I n  g e n e r a l  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  l a n d  c o s t  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  e a r n i n g  

p o w e r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s k i  a r e a .  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r  s k i i n g  c a n  
o n l y  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  q u a n t i f i e d  
a n d  a n  e c o n o m i c  a n a l y s i s  c o m p l e t e d .  L a n d  v a l u e  i s  t h u s  a  r e s i d u a l  
v a l u e .  I n  g e n e r a l  l a n d  c o s t s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 , 0 0 0  p e r  a c r e  m u s t  b e  
v i e w e d  a s  u n s u p p o r t a b l e  u n l e s s  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  f a v o r a b l e .

3 .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L i m i t a t i o n s :

T h e  s c o p e  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o f  a  s i t e  m u s t  i n c r e a s e  a s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  m a r k e t s  
d e c r e a s e s ,  i f  t h e  s k i  a r e a  i s  t o  a t t r a c t  a n  a d e q u a t e  s h a r e  o f  t h e  s k i e r  m a r k e t  

t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s .

T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  o f  s k i  a r e a  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e p e n d s  h e a v i l y  u p o n  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  c o n c e p t  a n d  s c o p e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  g e n e r a l  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n ­
c e p t  s e e k s  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e  m o u n t a i n  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a s  
t h e  s k i e r  i s  m o t i v a t e d  b y  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  v i e w  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  
M o s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s  i n v o l v e  m a k i n g  d e s i g n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  d e c i ­
s i o n s  t o  m i t i g a t e  p o t e n t i a l  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s .  I n  m o s t  s i t u a t i o n s  c a r e f u l  p l a n ­
n i n g  w i l l  a l l o w  s k i  a r e a s  t o  c o e x i s t  w i t h  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  u s e s .

C r i t i c a l  d i s q u a l i f y i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e :

T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  u n i q u e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  s u p p o r t i n g  o n e  o r  m o r e  
e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .

b .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  u n i q u e  c u l t u r a l  a n d / o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  c l a s s i f i e d  j 
a s  h a v i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  v a l u e .

c .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y  s c a r c e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  s u c h  t h a t  a  p r i o r  o r
c o m p e t i t i n g  c l a i m  w o u l d  p r e c l u d e  i t s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  s k i  a r e a  d e v e l o p m e n t  

p u r p o s e s  ( i . e . :  w a t e r ,  t i m b e r ,  m i n e r a l s ,  e t c . )  ;
I

d .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .  ;

4 .  S i t e  S p e c i f i c  U n u s u a l  C o s t s  ;
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b .  A c c e s s  R o a d :

A s  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  a n  a c c e s s  r o a d  c a r r i e s  n o  s t a n d a r d  p a r a m e t e r  
S i n c e  m a n y  s i t e s  a r e  d e v e l o p a b l e  w i t h o u t  a n  a c c e s s  r o a d  a n y  s u b s t a n t i a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a c c e s s  c r e a t e s  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  I n  t h e  p a s t  
s u c h  r o a d s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  b y  s t a t e ,  p r o v i n c i a l ,  o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  
I f  a n  a c c e s s  r o a d  i s  r e q u i r e d  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o - }  
j e c t e d  c o s t  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a .  A g a i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  a c c e s s  m u s t  a l s o  a w a i t  
e c o n o m i c  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  m u s t  b e  v i e w e d  a s  u n s u p p o r t a b l e  u n l e s s  o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  f a v o r a b l e .

c .  U t i l i t i e s ;

T h e  c o s t  o f  w a t e r ,  p o w e r ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  s a n i t a r y  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  
v a r y  g r e a t l y  f r o m  s i t e  t o  s i t e .  M o s t  c o n c e p t s  c a n  s u p p o r t  u p  t o  5 %  o f  
t h e  t o t a l  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  f o r  u t i l i t i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a g a i n  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  m u s t  
a w a i t  e c o n o m i c  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  c o m p e n s a t i n g  f a c t o r s .  A n  ( 
u n u s u a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  w h e r e  u t i l i t i e s  m a y  r e q u i r e  a  l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  m u s t  ! 
b e  v i e w e d  a s  u n s u p p o r t a b l e ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  f a v o r a b l e .

d .  S n o w m a k i n g  W a t e r  a n d  P o w e r : i
i

M a c h i n e  s n o w m a k i n g  i s  a n  e x p e n s i v e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t .  I 
S n o w m a k i n g  r e q u i r e s  l a r g e  v o l u m e s  o f  w a t e r  a n d  p o w e r .  W h e r e  w a t e r  j 

i s  p u r c h a s e d  a n d  w h e r e  n a t u r a l  s t r e a m  f l o w s  a r e  l o w  o r  n o n e x i s t e n t ,  
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w a t e r  a n d  t h e  s t o r a g e  p o t e n t i a l  b e c o m e s  a  m a j o r f a c t o r :  
i n  f e a s i b i l i t y .  I n  g e n e r a l  m a c h i n e  s n o w m a k i n g  r e q u i r e s  o n e  a c r e  f o o t  \ 

o f  w a t e r  ( 3 6 0 , 0 0 0 )  t o  m a k e  t w o  a c r e  f e e t  o f  s n o w .

C . S k i  A r e a  D e s i g n  P a r a m e t e r s :

A  s k i  a r e a ' s  d e s i g n  c a p a c i t y  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s i t e  
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  d e m a n d s  o r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  s k i e r s ,  i n  a  m a n n e r  
t h a t  b a l a n c e s  e a c h ,  t o  p r o d u c e  a  s m o o t h l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  p l a n t  w i t h  n o  b o t t l e n e c k s  
o r  w a s t e d  s p a c e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r a m e t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  t o  g u i d e  t h e  

p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s .  .
i

1 .  S k i e r  A b i l i t i e s  a n d  M o u n t a i n  B a l a n c e :
i

S i n c e  c a p a c i t y  v a r i e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  s k i e r  a b i l i t y  l e v e l s ,  t h e  • 
a n t i c i p a t e d  d e m a n d  m i x t u r e  b e c o m e s  a  k e y  p l a n n i n g  g u i d e l i n e .  I d e a l l y  a  s k i  ■ 
d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  o f f e r  t e r r a i n  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  s k i e r  a b i l i t i e s  
a n t i c i p a t e d .  W h i l e  i n i t i a l l y  t e r r a i n  g r a d i e n t  m i x t u r e  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i ­
c a l  s i t e ,  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  u l t i m a t e l y  p l a n  a  b a l a n c e d  m i x t u r e  t o  m a x i m i z e  , 
u t i l i z a t i o n .  I f  t h e  . a b i l i t y  m i x  d e v e l o p e d  i s  n o t  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  s k i e r  m a r k e t  : 
d e m a n d s ,  s o m e  s l o p e s  w i l l  b e  o v e r s a t u r a t e d  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  u n d e r - u s e d .

i '



T h r e e  s e p a r a t e  s t u d i e s  f o u n d  1 5 %  to  2 0 %  o f  s k i e r s  i n  t h e  y e a r  o f  i n t e r v i e w  j 
w e r e  n e w  to  t h e  s p o r t ,  t h u s  a s s u m i n g  a n  a b i l i t y  l e v e l  o f  B e g i n n e r  a n d  N o v i c e  
t o  L o w  I n t e r m e d i a t e .  F u r t h e r ,  5 0 %  t o  6 0 %  o f  t h e  s k i e r  m a r k e t  h a s  b e e n  
s k i i n g  f o r  f i v e  s e a s o n s  o r  l e s s ,  a g a i n  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  m a k e s  
u p  t h e  l a r g e  s e g m e n t  c l a s s i f i e d  I n t e r m e d i a t e ,  f r o m  " l o w "  t h r o u g h  " a d v a n c e d . "

I
I n  g e n e r a l ,  u n l e s s  d a t a  e x i s t s  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  a n o t h e r  p a t t e r n ,  i t  m u s t  b e  *
a s s u m e d  t h a t  s k i e r s  a r r i v i n g  a t  a n y  s k i  a r e a  f o r  a  d a y  o f  s k i i n g  a r e  p r o -  i
p o r t i o n e d  b y  a b i l i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  o u t l i n e d  a b o v e .  T h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  m e a n s  t h a t  
i f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s k i  a r e a  i s  o u t  o f  b a l a n c e ,  t e r r a i n w i s e ,  t h e n  e i t h e r  s o m e  
s l o p e s  w i l l  b e  o v e r c r o w e d ,  s o m e  l i f t  l i n e s  e x t r a  l o n g  o r  t h e  a r e a ' s  a c t u a l  
c o m f o r t a b l e  c a p a c i t y  w i l l  b e  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  c a p a c i t y  d e r i v e d  b y  ;
m a t c h i n g  d e m a n d s  t o  s u p p l y  o f  t e r r a i n  a n d  u p h i l l  c a p a c i t y .  !

I f  t h e  t e r r a i n  a n d  u p h i l l  c a p a c i t y  i s  o u t  o f  b a l a n c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s k i e r  m a r k e t '  
d e m a n d  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e d  a n d  e x p e r t  t e r r a i n ,  p r a c t i c a l  c a p a c i t y  w i l l  b e  l o w e r e d ,  
o r  t h o s e  f a c i l i t i e s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  l o w e r  i n t e r m e d i a t e ,  n o v i c e  a n d  b e g i n n e r s  w i l l  
b e  o v e r c r o w d e d .  L o w e r  a b i l i t y  l e v e l  s k i e r s  w i l l  n o t  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  s t e e p e r  
t e r r a i n .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  s t r o n g  o n  e a s y  t e r r a i n  t h e  
b e t t ' " '  s k i e r s  w i l l  s k i  t h e s e  s l o p e s  a n d  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e f f e c t  w i l l  b e  t o  d e c r e a s e  
p r a c t i c a l  c a p a c i t y .

i
2 .  S k i e r  A b i l i t i e s  a n d  U p h i l l  C a p a c i t y : i

S k i e r s  c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  s e e k  o r  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  a  f i n i t e  
a m o u n t  o f  s k i i n g  p e r  h o u r ,  d a y ,  w e e k e n d  o r  v a c a t i o n  p e r i o d .  W h i l e  s u c h  
d e m a n d  m a y  f l u c t u a t e  w i d e l y  w i t h  a n y  o n e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  h a v e  
b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s k i  a r e a  o p e r a t o r s ,  s k i  a r e a  c o n ­
s u l t a n t s ,  a n d  p l a n n e r s .  S k i i n g  d e m a n d  i s  a  d i r e c t  f u n c t i o n  o f  a b i l i t y  a n d  
p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .

B e l o w  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p l a n n i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  s k i e r  m a r k e t .  

S K I L L  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  A P P A R E N T  S K I E R  M A R K E T  P R O P O R T I O N

B e g i n n e r
N o v i c e
L o w  I n t e r m e d i a t e

I n t e r m e d i a t e

A d v a n c e d  I n t e r m e d i a t e
A d v a n c e d
E x p e r t

5 - 1 0 % ]  
1 0 - 2 0 % ’ 
2 0  -  3 0 %

2 5 %  -  4 5 %

3 0  -  2 0 %  > -  5 0 %  -  4 0 %

20 - 10%v 
1 0 -  5% I 

. 5 -  5 %  I
- 2 5 % -  1 5 %

S e v e r a l  s k i e r  m a r k e t  s t u d i e s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  
g e n e r a l  m a r k e t  m i x .  T h e  U S F S  s k i e r  m a r k e t  r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  ( " G r o w t h  
P o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  S k i e r  M a r k e t  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s " )  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h i s  g e n e r a l  m a r k e t  s k i l l  l e v e l  m i x .
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T h e  b e l o w  t a b l e  s u m m a r i z e s  v a r i o u s  m i x e s  o f  s k i l l  l e v e l s  a n d  d e m a n d s  t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  w e i g h t e d  a v e r a g e  h o u r l y  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  
d e m a n d .  A  s k i  a r e a ' s  c o m f o r t a b l e  c a p a c i t y  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  o n  p r o v i d i n g  
a d e q u a t e  u p h i l l  c a p a c i t y  t o  m e e t  t h i s  d e m a n d .  A g a i n ;  t h e s e  p a r a m e t e r s  
a r e  s u D j e c t  t o  c h a n g e  b a s e d  o n  n e w  d a t a .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i s e d  
i n  1 9 7 7  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a  s k i  a r e a  p r i c i n g  s t u d y  
t h a t  w a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  U . S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
q u a n t i t a t i v e  p a r a m e t e r s ,  q u a l i t a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  h e l p  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  d e s i g n  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  u p h i l l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

S k i  s l o p e s ,  t r a i l s  a n d  g r a d e s  m u s t  b e  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  l e n g t h  a n d  v e r t i c a l  
d r o p  t o  c r e a t e  i n t e r e s t .  H o w e v e r ,  e x c e s s i v e  l e n g t h  a n d  v e r t i c a l  d r o p  
i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d e s i r a b l e .

SK I AKEA  P L A N N IN G  P A R A M S ! E R S  
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T h e s e  p a r a m e t e r s  i n c l u d e  a n  a v e r a g e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  l i f t  s t o p p a g e s  a n d  a n  
a v e r a g e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  a c c e p t a b l e  l i f t  l i n e u p s ,  ( i . e . :  A  w a i t  e q u a l  t o  t h e  

u p h i l l  r i d i n g  t i m e . )
'■ ' . ' ■ ■ ■: ■■■'.

S e v e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  a  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  i d e a l  s k i  l i f t  
s y s t e m  c o v e r s  1 , 0 0 0  t o  1 , 2 0 0  v e r t i c a l  f e e t  o v e r  a  s l o p e  l e n g t h  o f  4 , 0 0 0  

t o  5 , 0 0 0  f e e t .

3.

c .  S k i e r s  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  w h e n  o n  f a m i l i a r  t e r r a i n  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  s e e  
b o t h  e n d s  o f  t h e  l i f t  a n d  a l l  i n  b e t w e e n .  I

|
d .  S n o w  c o n d i t i o n s  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y  o v e r  2 , 5 0 0  f o o t  t o  3 , 0 0 0  f o o t  v e r t i c a l s  

a n d  s k i e r s  s e e k  c o n s i s t e n t  c o n d i t i o n s . I
j

e .  L o n g  s k i  l i f t s  a r e  c o l d  r i d i n g  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  u n a t t r a c t i v e .
j

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  e c o n o m i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u c h  s y s t e m s .

f . .  E a c h  l i f t  h a s  t w o  t e r m i n a l s ,  t h u s  r o u g h l y  f r o m  +  1 , 0 0 0  f e e t  t o  + 4 , 0 0 0  
f e e t ,  p e r  f o o t  c o s t s  t e n d  t o  d e c r e a s e  w h i l e  e a r n i n g  p o w e r ,  b a s e d  u p o n  
c a p a c i t y ,  i n c r e a s e s .  P e r  f o o t  c o s t s  t e n d  t o  s t a b i l i z e  a s  l i f t s  b e c o m e  
l o n g e r  d u e  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r  l a r g e r  c o m p o n e n t s  ( c a b l e ,  m o t o r ,  s h i v e s ,  e t c . )

i
g .  E a c h  l i f t  r e q u i r e s  a  m i n i m u m  o f  t h r e e  o p e r a t o r s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  l e n g t h  s o  

t h a t  w h i l e  e a r n i n g  p o w e r  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  l e n g t h ,  o p e r a t i n g  w a g e s  a r e  

s t a b l e .

S u p p o r t i n g  B a s e  F a c i l i t i e s  -  C a p a c i t y  a n d  B a l a n c e :
I

S k i  a r e a s  t y p i c a l l y  p r o v i d e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p a r k i n g  s k i e r s 1 a u t o m o b i l e s ,  f o r  
s e r v i n g  s k i e r s  n e e d s  f o r  f o o d ,  b e v e r a g e ,  w a r m t h ,  t o i l e t s ,  s a f e t y ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  
r e p a i r ,  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l  c a m a r a d e r i e .  T h e  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
s i z e  o f  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  t h e  l e a s t  o o j e c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  d e c i s i o n .  C u r r e n t  
s u c c e s s f u l  s k i  a r e a s  v a r y  f r o m  p r o v i d i n g  n o  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  s e r v i n g  a s  m a n y  a s  j 

5 0 %  o f  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  a t  o n e  t i m e .

a . .  F o o d  a n d  B e v e r a g e ,  R e s t i n g ,  W a r m i n g  a n d  S a f e t y : j

i
A l l  s k i  a r e a s  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e d  t o  
s e r v e  s k i e r s  a n d  a t t r a c t  r e t u r n  b u s i n e s s .  R e s e a r c h  r e v e a l s  t h a t  s k i  
a r e a s  p r o v i d e  f o o d  s e r v i c e  ( c a f e t e r i a )  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  f o r  b e t w e e n  2 0 %  i

T h e  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  s k i e r  w i l l  n o t  t o l e r a t e  s u s t a i n e d  
s k i i n g  a n d  t h e y  w e l c o m e  r e s t  i n  l i n e  a n d  o n  l i f t s  a f t e r  t h i s  r e a s o n a b l e  
a m o u n t  o f  v e r t i c a l .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  a m o n g  t h o s e  r e s i d i n g  
n e a r  s e a  l e v e l  w h e n  s k i i n g  a t  h i g h  a l t i t u d e s .

b . S k i e r s  f r o m  m i d - N o r t h  A m e r i c a  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  s m a l l  h i l l s  a n d  
s o m e w h a t  o v e r a w e d  b y  t y p i c a l  w e s t e r n  v e r t i c a l s .



P L A N N I N G  P A R A M E T E R S  -  S K I  A R E A  B A S E  L O D G E

F U N C T I O N S Q U A R E
M i n .

F E E T / D E S I G N  C A P A C I T Y  
A v e .  M a x .

F o o d  S e r v i c e  S e a t i n g * 2 . 4 0 3 . 0 0 4 . 0 0

K i t c h e n  a n d  S c r a m b l e . 5 8 . 9 9 1 . 8 1

R e s t  R o o m s . 3 4 . 5 4 1 . 1 2

F i r s t  A i d  a n d  S k i  P a t r o l . 1 9 . 6 5 1 . 8 7

S k i  S c h o o l - 0 - . 2 8 . 6 9

R e t a i l  S a i e s - 0 - . 2 9 . 4 4

E q u i p m e n t  R e n t a l - 0 - . 6 6 . 8 4

P u b l i c  L o c k e r s - 0 - . 8 1 1 . 2 3

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 2 7 . 5 4 1 . 2 6

T i c k e t s . 0 8 . 1 5 . 2 3

E m p l o y e e  L o c k e r s - 0 - . 1 1 . 1 1

B a r / L o u n g e - 0 - 1 . 0 2 1 . 0 2

N u r s e r y - 0 - . 3 4 . 3 4

S t o r a g e
M e c h a n i c a l

. 0 7 . 2 7 . 6 1

C i r c u l a t i o n . 1 5 . 4 9 1 . 3 0

Wal  I s / W a s t e - - -

T O T A L 4 . 0 8 1 0 . 1 4 1 7 . 0 7

* B a s e d  o n  1 2  S . F .  s e a t ;  M i n .  a t  2 0 %  o r  1 s e a t / 5  s k i e r s  a n d ,  A v e .  a t  2 5 %  o r  
1 s e a t / 4  s k i e r s  a n d ,  M a x .  a t  3 3 %  o r  1 s e a t / 3  s k i e r s .

T h e  a c t u a l  r e s t  r o o m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  o n  l e g a l  h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d s ,  
w h i l e  t h e  f i r s t  a i d  p a r a m e t e r s  w i l l  m e e t  g o v e r n m e n t  s t a n d a r d s .

■
a n d  3 5 %  o f  t h e i r  d e s i g n  s k i e r  c a p a c i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  l o w e r  p a r a m e t e r  f o u n d  
i n  t h e  w e s t ,  w h e r e  a  g r e a t e r  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  s u n s h i n e  k e e p s  s k i e r s  o u t s i d e  

f o r  l o n g e r  p e r i o d s .

T h e  b e l o w  t a b l e  s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  a  s u r v e y  o f  s k i  
a r e a s  c o n d u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 7 8  b y  T e d  F a r w e l l  a n d  G a g e  D a v i s  , 
( S k i  A r e a  P l a n n e r s ) .  T h e  w i d e  r a n g e  s h o w n  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  
d e s i g n  p a r a m e t e r s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  u s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  d o e s  p r o v i d e  a  d e s i g n  
b e n c h m a r k  a n d  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  t h a t  m a n n e r .
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T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  v a r i e s  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
o f  c o m p e t i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  t y p e  o f  s k i e r  a t t r a c t e d  ( i . e . :  n e w  s k i e r s  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  g r e a t e r  c a p a c i t i e s )  a n d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a  
o p e r a t o r .  T h e s e  s e r v i c e s  e n j o y  e x c e l l e n t  m a r g i n s  a n d  h e l p  g e n e r a t e  
r e v e n u e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  h e a v y  i n v e s t m e n t  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t .

S k i  I n s t r u c t i o n :

M o s t  s k i  a r e a s  o f f e r  i n s t r u c t i o n  a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n .  
T h e r e  m g s t  b e  a  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  w h e r e  s k i  s c h o o l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s i g n  u p ,  a n d  
c a s h i e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  m a y  t a k e  p l a c e  a n d  a n  a r e a  f o r  i n s t r u c t o r s '  l o c k e r s .

d .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  O p e r a t i o n s :

S k i  a r e a s  r e q u i r e  o f f i c e  s p a c e  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , t i c k e t  s a l e s ,  m a r k e t i n g ,  
p l a n n i n g  a n d  m o u n t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s .  j

4 .  S n o w m a k i n g  C a p a c i t y :

I f  m a c h i n e  s n o w m a k i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a u g m e n t  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o v e r ,  t h e  a m o u n t  
a n d  r a t e  o f  m a c h i n e  c o v e r  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  o n l y  a f t e r  d e t a i l e d  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  
a n a l y s i s .  O n c e  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  s y s t e m s  d e s i g n  c a p a c i  
i s  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s  w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  c o s t  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
w a t e r ,  p o w e r ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  m a n p o w e r .  H e r e  t r a d e - o f f s  b e t w e e n  c o s t  a n d  
o p e n i n g  d a t e ;  b e t w e e n  c o s t  a n d  t i m e  t o  r e c o v e r  f r o m  a  w a s h o u t ,  a c t  t o  d e f i n e  
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  s n o w m a k i n g  f e a s i b l e .

ty

5 .  C a p a c i t y  o f  U t i l i t i e s :

S t a n d a r d s  f o r  w a t e r ,  p o w e r ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  s a n i t a r y  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  s e t  b y  l o c a l  o r  s t a t e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s .



INFORMATION PAPER 
EAGLE RIVER GREENBELT

Issue: How should the Eagle River Greenbelt be managed and
developed?

Background: The Eagle River valley is perhaps the most heavily
used portion of Chugach State Park, offering tremendous hiking, 
wildlife viewing, camping, river running, and other recreational 
opportunities. Until recently, however, large sections of Eagle 
River bottomland were privately owned. Because of this area's 
high value for recreation and wildlife habitat, the state and
Eklutna, Inc. recently traded land and restored the Eagle River
corridor to Chugach State Park.

In 1985, the Municipality of Anchorage wrote 'an Eagle River
Greenbelt Plan, which analyzes the Eagle River valley for 
wildlife habitat values and public recreation opportunities. The 
plan makes a number of development proposals for river access 
points, recreational facilities, and trails. Two trails, north 
and south of the river, would run the length of the greenbelt, 
connecting the Eagle River Campground and the Eagle River Visitor 
Center. Small bridges would span the river and create various 
loop possibilities. River access points would be developed, with 
trail-heads, boat put-ins, parking, and interpretive signs.

Discussion: Can the municipality's greenbelt plan be
incorporated into the Chugach State Park Master Plan? The plan 
contains a wealth of information on wildlife distribution and 
habitat, as well as recreational patterns and opportunities.
That information remains the best available for the greenbelt 
area. Its facility recommendations are well considered and 
appear to meet demands for river access and trail activities.

The municipal greenbelt plan leaves a number of important 
management issues unresolved, and recommends that these issues be 
treated in a more detailed management plan to be written in the 
future. Most issues center on how the trails will be managed to 
separate potentially incompatible user groups, for example 
snowmachiners and cross-country skiiers. Other user groups 
include horseback riders, hikers, sleigh riders, runners, and 
bicyclers.

Neither does the municipal plan specify the design standards and 
alignments for trails. The plan says that the lower valley, 
where most visitation is expected, should be developed to the 
greatest extent. Trails would be wider and hard-surfaced. The 
upper valley, where less visitation is expected and natural 
values are higher, would be less developed and more primitive.

2



INFORMATION PAPER 
COMMERCIAL HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

l38ue: Should commercial helicopter landings be allowed in
Chugach State Park, and if so, under what conditions?

Background: Commercial helicopter landings in the park has
recently been an issue, after a private firm requested 
permission to make daily landings on a ridge overlooking Eagle 
River and Anchorage, Todate there have been no permits or 
concession contracts issued for routine commercial landings in 
the park. Helicopter landings have been authorized for 
government agencies or for servicing communications equipment.

After considerable public discussion, with most people being 
opposed to such use of park lands, the permit request was denied. 
The Chugach State Park Citizen's Advisory Board recommended that 
the permit be denied and that an overall helicopter policy be 
developed for the park.

Discussion: Helicopter operations has been a controversial
issue in other parts of Alaska and the United States, due 
primarily to noise impacts. Helicopters can be very disruptive 
to local residents and other park users. They also have the 
potential of displacing an area's wildlife.

A basic question of the plan review is whether commercial 
helicopter landings are compatible with park purposes. Park 
enabling legislation speaks generally about management intent 
when it says that "the eastern area of the park shall be operated 
as a wilderness area, the central area as a scenic area, and the 
periphery areas as recreational areas" IAS41.21.121].

The Statewide Framework Plan is the policy document which defines 
wilderness and natural areas and discusses how they will be 
managed. The plan states that aircraft landings are 
conditionally compatible in natural and wilderness zones [page 
21] .

The 1980 park master plan provides little additional guidance. A 
compatibility matrix indicates that helicopter skiing may occur 
within natural and development zones [page 29].

If helicopter landings are determined to be compatible in the 
park, there remains the question of how many landing sites, how 
many landings per site, and where those sites will be located. 
Assessment of wildlife impacts, noise impacts on local residents 
and park users, provision for waste disposal, negative effects on 
fragile alpine vegetation are some of the considerations which 
would go into such a decision.



1) Chugach State Park Master Plan (February 1980)

2) Chugach State Park: Environmental Atlas (1978)

3) Chugach State Park Trail Plan (January 1986)

4) Chugach State Park: 
(prepared in early

A Summary Development Guide for 
'70s by The Alaska Environmental

the Park 
Group)

5) Chugach State Park: Technical Support Material Volumes I & II

Downhill Ski Area/Resort Development

1) Misc. Correspondence from Rogner Touristik and DPOR

2) Demand and Opportunities for Alpine Skiing on the Anchorage 
District; Chugach National Forest (October 1982)

3) Misc. ski area studies and reports 

Eagle River Greenbelt

1) Eagle River Greenbelt Plan (April 1985), prepared for Muni, of 
Anchorage by TRA/Farr

Helicopter Flightseeinq Tours

1) Mendenhall Icefield helicopter tours: Environmental Assessment 
and Request for Proposals prepared by Juneau Ranger District,
USFS (April 1987)

2) Misc DOPOR file information (particularly Far North Ski Guides 
application for helicopter skiing in the park)

3) Attorney General's Office memo of advice concerning lease to 
Anchorage Ski Club



SUMMARY OF 1987 LEGISLATION 
RELATING TO 

CONCESSIONS IN THE ALASKA STATE PARK SYSTEM

(a) DNR may enter into concession contracts in the State Park 
System.

(b) However, if the concession involves more than:
1) $100,000 per year in gross receipts;
2) the construction of facilities;
3) a terra longer than four years; or
4) the provision of service other than those normally 

provided at similar facilities managed by the state;

then, the commissioner of DNR must find that the proposed 
contract:

1) will implement the purposes of the park and is
authorized by the park's management plan, if one exists;

2) will enhance public use and enjoyment of the park and 
will maintain a high quality environment and the opportunity for 
high quality recreational experiences;

3) will provide services that are not feasible or
affordable for the state to provide directly;

4) will not create unacceptable adverse environmental
effects;

5) is based on a need or desire of the public;
6) recognizes and accommodates, at no cost, ordinary uses 

in a park;
7) requires contract to support local residents;
8) provides the state with a fair and equitable share of

the contractor's gross receipts in money or services;
9) provides that DNR retain control over fees and the 

appearance of facilities;
10) encourages the accommodation of special populations 

(handicapped, seniors, school children);
11) provide for the termination of the contract for

failure to abide by the contract terms or this section of the 
Alaska Statutes.

(c) Before bids or proposals are sought, the commissioner shall
1) make an inquiry at the local level to identify

community concerns;
2) if it is determined appropriate to proceed, make a 

preliminary decision (formal document) that includes the 
findings under (b) above and

A) an assessment of existing visitor use that may be
affected by the proposed concession activities;

B) an assessment of the potential conflicts or effects
on wildlife, water, scenic values or other resources;

C) an identification of the types of services or goods 
that the contractor will provide;

D) contract terms and conditions;
E) a determination as to whether the contract activity

would be more appropriately located outside of the park or on



JCjvti vj -i >1

private lands in the park

mmtm.ŝar-'i
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F) views and comments of the park's advisory board.

. . . . .  . . . v . * • • ' ‘ . ■ • • ■ .;j\:
3) After making a preliminary decision,

A) seek public comments (hold a hearing if facilities 
are being developed);

B) after considering public comment, issue a final
decision.

(d) DNR must allow for public comment prior to any renewal or 
extension of a contract.

note: "ordinary uses" are defined as any use not general
associated with a developed facility including fishing, hunting, 
walking, swimming in a natural body of water, picnicking or 
automobile parking associated with another ordinary use. 
Concessionaires manot charge for the >!3e of a restroom.

prepared DPOR, 5/22/87 based on SCS CS HB 16 (Res).



R e c r e a t i o n a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t  Z o n e

Purpose and Characteristics Developments and Activities

Recreational development zones are established within 
State Park System units to meet the more intensive recrea­
tional needs of the public with convenient and well defined 
access via roads, railroads, boating anchorages, airstrips, 
and high standard trails; with more intensively-developed 
recreational facilities such as campgrounds or picnic areas; 
w ith guided activities; and with Information centers to orient 
v is itors to the unit's special features.
The landscape within this zone can be modified to support 
educational and recreational activities and/or to enhance 
w ild life  habitat and scenic qualities. These zones are 
established where soils, slope, drainage and vegetation can 
support more intensive rec-eatlonal activities. Fire suppres­
sion and insect and disease control may be used, where ap­
propriate, within this zone to maintain or enhance recrea­
tional use. A recreational development zone may already 
have been influenced by prior developments and Is Intended 
to provide a transition area to absorb heavy human Impacts.

The highest level of developments and activities is meant to 
occur in this zone w ithin park units. The developments 
allowed In this zone include - but are not lim ited to - roads 
and trails, private vehicle and public transportation routes or 
access, campgrounds, picnic areas, visitor and interpretive 
centers, high-standard trails for all ages and abilities, park 
management facilities and commercial lodges or resorts as 
provided for w ithin the unit management or site develop­
ment plan. High intensity activities related to the use of 
these developed facliities are generally encouraged. Sum­
mer and w inter off-road vehicles (ORV’S) and other motoriz­
ed recreational vehicles may be allowed in th is zone w ithin 
specifically designated areas or through management 
techniques such as time and/or space allocations.
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N a t u r a l  Z o n e

Purpose and Characteristics

Natural zones are established to provide for moderate-to-low 
impact and dispersed forms of recreation and to act as buf­
fers between recreational development and wilderness zones.
These zones are relatively undeveloped and undisturbed, and are managed to maintain fiigh scenic qualities and to 
provide visitors with opportunities for significant, natural 
outdoor experiences. An area’s natural landscape character 
is the dominant feature within this zoiie. Landscape 
modification may be allowed to enhance, maintain, or pro­
tect the natural setting according to the unit management 
plan. Use of fire suppression, insect or disease control, or wildlife habitat enhancement as management techniques in 
natural zones will be defined in the unit management plan.

Developments and Activities

Developments in a natural zone are intended to provide for 
the safety of park visitors and to provide for a moderate level 
of convenience in a high-quality natural setting. Allowable 
developments include - but are not limited to - backcountry 
shelters, public-use cabins, high standard hiking and bi­
cycle trails (paved or gravel), bridges and roads where 
necessary to access development zones and as provided for 
In an approved management plan. A medium level of activity 
is encouraged in this zone. Activities include - but are not 
limited to - hang-gliding, bicycling, backpacking, fishing, 
hunting, cross-country skiing, camping, sledding, tobog­
ganing, berry picking and rock climbing. Snowmobiles may 
be allowed in this zone - within specifically designated areas 
- depending on resource sensitivities and potential conflicts 
with other park uses. Other private, motorized off-road vehi­cle use is generally prohibited within this zone.
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W i l d e r n e s s  Z o n e
Purpose and Characteristics

Wilderness zones are established to promote, to perpetuate 
and, where necessary, to restore the wilderness character of 
the land and Its specific values of solitude, physical and 
mental challenge, scientific study, Inspiration and primitive recreational opportunities.
Wilderness zones are of such size as to maintain the area’s 
wilderness character, are tailored to protect the associated 
values and, if possible, are dsfined by watershed bound­aries. These zones are characterized by the natural land­
scape, Its vegetation and its geologic forms. Resource 
modification can occur in this zone only to restore areas to a 
natural state. Natural processes will be allowed to operate 
freely to the extent that human safety and public and private 
property are protected. The use of fire suppression and In­sect and disease control as management techniques may 
occur only through the Implementation of a plan approved 
by the director of the Division of Parks. Wildlife habitat 
enhancement activities, such as vegetation manipulation, may not occur In this zone.
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Developments and Activities

A wilderness zone should have no man-made conveniences 
within its boundaries except for the most primitive of trails 
with minimum trail maintenance, bridges, and signing. 
Developments or other Improvements will be undertaken 
only If it has been determined by the dirctor of the Division 
of Parks that significant threats to public safety exist, or in 
order to reduce adverse Impacts on the area’s resources and 
values. Access to and within this zone, for other than rescue 
or management purposes, will be by foot or other non- 
motorized means except for 1) use of designated aircraft- 
landing access sites where alternative means of access do not exist, 2) authorized research projects, or 3) situations 
specifically allowed by law. Alrciaft landing for recreational 
access or research purposes may be restricted by the direc­
tor as to dally time or season of use. The dropping of people 
or objects from aircraft Is prohibited except by special per­
mit issued by the director. Activities which threaten the 
character of the wilderness zone will be restricted. If 
overuse or misuse occurs, the director may restrict entry 
and use of the area. Methods of restriction may include separation and control of use activities tnrough time and 
space allocation, use/area rotation schemes, and/ora permit 
system.



FIGURES. Guidelines for Activities within Land-Use Zones
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