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DEPT, OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  F O R  H B  4 7 6

T i t l e

A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e / o l v i n g  l o a n  fur.d f o r  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  
r e d u c t i o n  a n d  a l o a n  r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e  t o  r e v i e w  a n d  a d v i s e  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  l o a n s ;  a u t h o r i z i n g  a h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o j e c t  f o r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  
f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

E f f e c t  o f  t h e  B i l l

T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a r e v o l v i n g  l o a n  f u n d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  
p r o j e c t s .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h  b y  s t a t u t e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  t o  m a n a g e  a 
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  t o  a s s i s t  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  
f i n d i n g  w a y s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s .

D e p a r t m e n t  P o s i t i o n

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n .  
I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  s t a t e s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  
A g e n c y ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  r e d u c i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  of 
w a s t e  p r o d u c e d  is t h e  m o s t  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  t e c h n i q u e .  
T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  f o r  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s ,  w h e r e  b o t h  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  c o s t s  a n d  t h e  r i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h a n d l i n g  a n d  
d i s p o s a l  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  a r e  h i g h .

T h e r e  is a g r e a t  n e e d  f o r  t e c h n o l o g y  t r a n s f e r  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t o  
m a k e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n d u s t r y  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  th;.t d o  
n o t  h a v e  i n d e p e n d e n t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  a m e c h a n i s m  t o  b e g i n  t o  m e e t  t h a t  n e e d .

T h e  b i l l  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  u s e  c o n t r a c t u a l  
s e r v i c e s  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
s u p p o r t s  t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a n  i n i t i a l  s t e p .  T h e  
a m o u n t  o f  f u n d i n g  p r o p o s e d  is s m a l l .  A s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
R h o d e  I s l a n d  s t a r t e d  a t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  w i t h  
$ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  p r o p o s e d  w o u l d  l i k e l y  p r o v i d e  
f o r  a b o u t  40 a u d i t s  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n ,  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  a u d i t s  c o s t  $ 5 , 0 0 0  e a c h  a n d  
t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  r e q u i r e s  2 0 %  o v e r h e a d .  I n  A l a s k a ,  t h e r e  a r e  
b e t w e e n  300 a n d  4 0 0  r e g u l a t e d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  h a n d l e r s  a n d



p r o b a b l y  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  m o r e  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  f u n d s .

O t h e r  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  w i s h  t o  c o n s i d e r  i n c l u d e  
g r a n t s  f o r  w a s : e  r e d u c t i o n  p l a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  s t a t e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e .

F i s c a l  E f f e c t

T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  D E C  t o  m a n a g e  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  t h i s  w i t h i n  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  F Y  89 b u d g e t .  T h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  s u b m i t t e d  i n c l u d e s  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  
c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  f u n d i n g  p r o p o s e d  i n  H B  477.

D e n n i s  D . K e l s o ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r



A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t
Providing information about hazardous materials on the job and in the community. 

431 West 7th Ave., Suite 101. Anchorage, AK 99501 (907)  276-2864

L E G I S L A T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  S H E E T

W A S T E  R E D U C T I O N :  T h e  S o l u t i o n  to A l a s k a ' s  
I n d u s t r i a l  W a s t e  P r o b l e m s

P o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  t h r o u g h  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  is an e c o n o m i c a l l y  
s e n s i b l e  a p p r o a c h  to s o l i d  and h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t .  By 
r e d u c i n g  the g e n e r a t i o n  of w a s t e  at the s o u r c e  b e f o r e  it b e c o m e s  

a p o l l u t a n t  and ? " l o s t” r e s o u r c e ,  b u s i n e s s '  c a n  use r e s o u r c e s  
m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  d e c r e a s e  r e g u l a t o r y  c o m p l i a n c e  c o s t s ,  r e d u c e  
l i a b i l i t i e s ,  and c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  r e v e n u e s  f r o m  the r e c o v e r y  of 

w a s t e  m a t e r i a l s .

W a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  a l s o  b e n e f i t s  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  by h e l p i n g  

t o :

* R e d u c e  i l l e g a l  d i s p o s a l  of i n d u s t r i a l  w a s t e  m a t e r i a l .

* R e d u c e  c l e a n u p  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a b a n d o n e d  w a s t e  s i t e s .

* S u p p o r t  and e n h a n c e  s t a t e w i d e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

* I n c r e a s e  the c a p a c i t y  ( l i f e  span) of s t a t e  s o l i d  w a s t e  
m a n a g e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e ...

* P r o m o t e  the s t a t e  e c o n o m y  by h e l p i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  r e d u c e  l o s s e s  
( m o n e y )  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the c r e a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  w a s t e  of all 

t y p e s .

* I n c r e a s e  a w a r e n e s s  of s t a t e  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  i s s u e s  a m o n g  the 

b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y  to h e l p  f o s t e r  m e a n i n g f u l  s t a t e  p o l i c y  

d e b a t e  in t h i s  are a .

* P r o t e c t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  t h r o u g h  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of h a r m f u l  

land, air, a n d  w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n .

To date, the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is m o v i n g  a h e a d  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
a s t a t e w i d e  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m .  A p o r t i o n  of the p r o p o s e d  3 

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  i n c r e a s e  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  b u d g e t  w i l l  h e l p  the A g e n c y  c o n t i n u e  e f f o r t s  to 
d e v e l o p  a w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m  in A l a s k a .  H o w e v e r ,  a m a j o r  
d e f i c i e n c y  in A l a s k a ' s  a p p r o a c h  to w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  is the l a c k  
of a t t e n t i o n  to and f u n d i n g  for w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n ,  the u l i i m a t e  

s o l u t i o n  to our w a s t e  p r o b l e m s .

• vie
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Less than one (1 ) percent of the seventy (7 0 ) billion dollars 
spent nationally to control pollution is directed toward efforts 
to reduce the generation of waste (Office of Technology 
Assessment, "Serious Reduction of Hazardous Waste," 1 9 8 6 ). While 
national efforts are growing in this area, the current trend is 
for states to assume ultimate responsibility for waste reduction 
services. The State of Alaska needs to address this issue.

House Bill 4 7 6  and 4 7 7 : A First Step
Representative Kay Brown has taken an important first step to 
include waste reduction within the state's overall waste 
management system with the introduction of House Bill 4 7 6 .
The bill will initiate a revolving loan program within the 
Department of Commerce and Economic Development to fund small 
business activities in the area of waste reduction. The 
legislation also establishes a waste reduction technical 
assistance project to be administered by the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. This bill will provide needed 
incentives to promote waste reduction in Alaska.
Representative Brown also introduced House Bill 4 7 7  which 
appropriates funds to support the revolving loan program and the 
technical assistance project.
Representatives Davis, Menard, Navarre, and Ulmer are co-sponsors 
of both HB 4 7 6  and HB 4 7 7 .

Additional Information
The Legislature is encouraged to consider this legislation and to 
collect additional information on waste reduction. For more 
information please contact:
Eric Meyers, c/o Representative Kay Brown, P.O. Box V (MS 3 1 0 0 ), 
Juneau, Alaska 9 9 8 1 1 . Tel.#: 9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 3 7 8 4

David Wigglesworth, Alaska Health Project, 4 3 1  West 7 th Ave., 
Suite 1 0 1 , Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 1 . Tel.#:9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 2 8 6 4 .



A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t
Providing information about hazardous materials on the job and in the community. 

417 West Eighth Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 (907) 276-2864

SUMMARY OF WASTE REDUCTION ACTIVITIES

The Alaska Health Project (AHP) currently operates a Waste 
Reduction Assistance Program (WRAP) which provides information 
and technical assistance and conducts on—site audits for the 
small business community. WRAP is a pilot project that was 
designed and implemented under an EPA Region 1 0  grant. AHP 
recently received additional federal assistance from Region 1 0  to 
continue the WRAP program during the 1 9 8 8  federal fiscal year.
AHP also operates the small business Hazardous Materials 
Management Project (HMMP) which provides education outreach and 
research on waste reduction and hazardous materials. A manual is 
being developed under HMMP to promote waste reduction in Alaskan 
small businesses. The Small Business Development Center is 
assisting AHP in disseminating various HMMP information materials 
to small businesses in Alaska. HMMP is a three-year project 
funded by a private foundation. AHP is a private non-profit 
organization located in Anchorage, Alaska.



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

December 16, 1987

Dr. L a r r y  W e i s s ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t
4 3 1  W e s t  7 t h  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  1 0 1

M y . V . M v . »» M A ■* IT ^  Q  ^  Q ^

xv. wxv . , 1 y i e a t  d e a l  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a t  I, o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  b e s t o w  u p o n  t h e  A l a s k a  H e a l t h  
P r o j e c t  t h e  1 9 8 7  M a y o r ' s  P o l l u t i o n  P r e v e n t i o n  A w a r d .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
p r e s e n t  t h e  a w a r d  t o  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s t a f f  p e r s o n a l l y  o n  D e c e m b e r  21, a t  
n o o n  in t h e  M a y o r ' s  C o n f e r e n c e  R o o m  (8 t h  F l o o r ,  H i l l  B u i l d i n g ,  632 W e s t  
S i x t h  A v e n u e ) . T h e  H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  o t h e r  
a w a r d  r e c i p i e n t s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  o n  h a n d  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

T h e  W a s t e  R e d u c t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  H e a l t h  
P r o j e c t  is a t r u l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  n e e d e d  o n - s i t e  
a d v i s e  a n d  h e l p  t o  b u s i n e s s e s  o n  p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n .  T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  
n o t  o n l y  r a i s e d  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  
o f  p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n ,  b u t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  p r a c t i c a l  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  m a n y  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  n o t  h a v e  t h e  m o n e y  o r  e x p e r t i s e  
f o r  s u c h  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  o n - s i t e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a u d i t  r e p o r t s  p r e p a r e d  b y  
t h e  A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t  f o r  d r y  c l e a n e r s ,  a u t o  b o d y  s h o p s ,  a u t o  r e p a i r  
s h o p s ,  p h o t o f i n i s h e r s ,  p r i n t e r s ,  a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e  
v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  l o w - c o s t  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .

T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t  o n  p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  is 
o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a n  e x a m p l e  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w .  T h r o u g h  
e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t ,  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  
l i f e  w i l l  b e  p r e s e r v e d  a t  a n  a l l - t i m e  h i g h .

T h a n k  y o u  a n d  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  I h o p e  y o u  w i l l  d i s p l a y  t h e  a w a r d  w i t h  
p r i d e .

S i n e

T o n y
M a y o

cc: H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n



NEIL GOLDSCHM»Or GOVERNOR

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y

811 SW  SIXTH AVENUE, PORTLAND, OREGON 97204 -1334  PHONE (503) 2 ^ - 5 6 9 6

December 2, 1987

Mr. David Wigglesworth 
Alaska Health Project 
Waste Reduction Assistairee Program 
417 West Eighth Avenue 

Anchorage, A K  99501

Dear David:

I have just received comments frcan two autcrootive repair shops in Portland 
that I asked to review the Audit Report that the Alaska Health Project 
produced as part of your contract with EPA.

The report tracks almost exactly witn che experience and operations of 
medium to large size auto repair operations in Oregon, and will be a very 
useful tool for Oregon's waste reduction technical assistance program.

Because of this, w e  would like to include some of the information in this 
report as part of a waste reduction fact sheet that would be distributed by  
the Department to all auto repair facilities in the state. W e  will, of 

course, credit the Alaska Health Project in the publication.

Dave, the Alaska Waste Reduction Assistance Program is doing a great job. 
let m e  knew if w e  can help and keep up the good work.

Sincerely,

David Rczell
Hazardous Waste Reduction Specialist 
Hazardous and Solid Waste Division

CR:f
ZF2704
cc: Bill Steyer, EPA, Region X

DEQ-1



U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 1 0  

1200 SIXTH AVENUE  
SEATTLE .  W A S H IN G T O N  98101

,v

REPLY TO . . . .
ATTN OF: HW” 1 I 2

Dav id  W ig g l e sw o r t h  
A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t  
417  Wes t E i g h t h  Avenue 
Ancho rag e ,  A l a s k a  99501

D e a r  Mr .  W i g g l e sw o r t h :

Thank y o u  f o r  s u b m i t t i n g  y o u r  F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  R e p o r t  f o r  t h e  WRAP I I  
P r o j e c t  t o  t h e  E n v i r o n m en t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency (E PA ) .  I  v'cs q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  b o th  t h e  f o rm a t  and c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t .  I t  c e r t  < l y  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  
p r o j e c t  i s  r i g h t  on s c h e d u l e  i n  m ee t i ng  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s .  l , . d e e d ,  y o u  have  made 
much p r o g r e s s  t o  d a t e .

Thank y o u  f o r  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  us  w i t h  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  which you  
r e c e n t l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  sm a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  on "Was te  R e d u c t i o n  T i p s " .  These  f a c t  
s h e e t s  a r e  an e x c e l l e n t  t o o l  f o r  e d u c a t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  a b o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  was te  
r e d u c t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them.

On b e h a l f  o f  EPA, I wou ld  l i k e  y,o commend you  and y o u r  s t a f f  on t h e  f i n e  
work y ou  a r e  d o i n g .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  S t e y e r
EPA P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r




