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DEPT, OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

POSITION PAPER FOR HB 476

Title

An Act establishing a re/olving loan fur.d for hazardous waste
reduction and a loan review committee to review and advise
concerning these loans; authorizing a hazardous waste reduction
technical assistance project for small businesses; and providing
for an effective date.

Effect of the Bill

The bill would establish a revolving loan fund in the Department
of Commerce and Economic Development for waste reduction
projects. It would also establish by statute the authority for
the Department of Environmental Conservation to manage a
technical assistance program to assist small businesses 1in
finding ways to reduce their production of hazardous wastes.

Department Position

The Department strongly supports the concept of waste reduction.
Increasingly, states, industry, the Environmental Protection
Agency, and the public are finding that reducing the amount of
waste produced is the most cost effective management technique.
This 1is especially true for hazardous wastes, where both the
financial costs and the risks associated with handling and
disposal of hazardous wastes are high.

There is a great need for technology transfer on this subject, to
make information about appropriate waste reduction techniques
available to industry and especially to small businesses th;.t do
not have independent capacity for research. This bill would
provide a mechanism to begin to meet that need.

The bill proposes that this department would use contractual

services to provide technical assistance. The department
supports this approach, especially as an initial step. The
amount of funding proposed is small. As an example, the State of

Rhode Island started a technical assistance program with
$5,000,000. The level of funding proposed would likely provide
for about 40 audits of small businesses to identify opportunities
for waste reduction, assuming that audits cost $5,000 each and
that the contractor requires 20% overhead. In Alaska, there are
between 300 and 400 regulated hazardous waste handlers and



probably several hundred more small businesses that could be
eligible for these funds.

Other concepts that the Legislature may wish to consider include
grants for was:e reduction plant improvements and establishment
of state priorities for handling of hazardous waste.

Fiscal Effect

The bill would require DEC to manage a contract for technical
assistance. The department would be able to handle this within
the proposed FY 89 budget. The fiscal note submitted includes
the proposed $100,000 in funding for the grant program. This
corresponds to the funding proposed in HB 477.

Dennis D.Kelso, Commissioner



Alaska Health Project

Providin% information about hazardous materials on the job and in the community.
431 West 7th Ave., Suite 101. Anchorage, AK 99501 (907) 276-2864

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION SHEET

WASTE REDUCTION: The Solution to Alaska®™s
Industrial Waste Problems

Pollution prevention through waste reduction is an economically
sensible approach to solid and hazardous waste management. By
reducing the generation of waste at the source before it becomes
a pollutant and ? "lost” resource, business®™ can use resources
more efficiently, decrease regulatory compliance costs, reduce
liabilities, and create additional revenues from the recovery of
waste materials.

Waste reduction also benefits the State of Alaska by helping
to:

* Reduce 1illegal disposal of industrial waste material.
* Reduce cleanup costs associated with abandoned waste sites.
* Support and enhance statewide environmental protection programs.

* Increase the capacity (life span) of state solid waste
management facilitie..

* Promote the state economy by helping businesses reduce losses
(money) associated with the creation of industrial waste of all

types.

* Increase awareness of state waste management 1issues among the
business community to help foster meaningful state policy
debate 1in this area.

* Protect public health through the elimination of harmful
land, air, and water pollution.

To date, the State of Alaska is moving ahead with development of
a statewide waste management program. A portion of the proposed 3
million dollar increase to the Department of Environmental
Conservation budget will help the Agency continue efforts to
develop a waste management system 1in Alaska. However, a major
deficiency in Alaska®"s approach to waste management 1is the lack
of attention to and funding for waste reduction, the uliimate
solution to our waste problems.
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Alaska Health Project

Providing information about hazardous materials on thefob and in the community,
417 West Eighth Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 (907) 276-2864

SINURY G- WSIE RELCTION ACTIMTIES

Tre Ada Hxlth aWﬁste
%‘fh éﬁSlacﬂstaroe ard q»—sﬂgd : on

S1d Ness |s a

ad (ﬂ’q
CES'_ ynaoelj tloml 1%{1‘; Jan o
cotine tre thelgss federal fi Vear”
AdP also goerales Sl MVatenals
N ? ot EAAR i) ook Sty i o,
Ay ced er%e 'fo u;atmxe Son N Q
assisting AP In dssemﬂatl \Vz=1/e 05 I-MFPllrfa'rral:lm raterials

I NESSSs 1IN HWR Is a \a%ear

1854 a pnvate 1t on IS a pn it
organization located In Acddoragg



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

December 16, 1987

Dr. Larry Weiss, Executive Director

Alaska Health Project

431 West 7th Avenu Suite 101
MyV.Mv.osMA  mIT A QA QA

XV. wxv.,l yieat deal of appreciation that 1, on behalf of the
citizens of the Municipality of Anchorage, bestow upon the Alaska Health
Project the 1987 Mayor®s Pollution Prevention Award. I would like to

present the award to you and your staff personally on December 21, at
noon in the Mayor®s Conference Room (8th Floor, Hill Building, 632 West
Sixth Avenue). The Hazardous Materials Advisory Commission and other
award recipients will also be on hand to thank you for all your efforts.

The Waste Reduction Assistance Program conducted by the Alaska Health
Project is a truly outstanding example of providing needed on-site
advise and help to businesses on pollution prevention. The program has
not only raised an awareness of the environmental and economic benefits
of pollution prevention, but has provided practical technical assistance
to many businesses that would otherwise not have the money or expertise
for such programs. The on-site consultation audit reports prepared by
the Alaska Health Project for dry cleaners, auto body shops, auto repair
shops, photofinishers, printers, and aviation facilities provide
valuable information on low-cost waste reduction techniques.

The leadership of the Alaska Health Project on pollution prevention 1is
outstanding and provides an example for others to follow. Through
efforts of the Alaska Health Project, our environment and quality of
life will be preserved at an all-time high.

Thank you and congratulations! I hope you will display the award with
pride.

Sine

Tony
Mayo

cc: Hazardous Materials Advisory Commission



DepartmentofEnvironmental Quality

NELEARYGO 811 SW SIXTH AVENUE, PORTLAND, OREGON 97204-1334 PHONE (503) 2*-5696

December 2, 1987

Mr. David Wigglesworth

Alaska Health Project

Waste Reduction Assistairee Program
417 West Eighth Avenue

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear David:

I have just received comments frcan two autcrootive repair shops in Portland
that 1 asked to review the Audit Report that the Alaska Health Project
produced as part of your contract with EPA.

The report tracks almost exactly witn che experience and operations of
medium to large size auto repair operations in Oregon, and will be a very
useful tool for Oregon®s waste reduction technical assistance program.

Because of this, we would like to include some of the information in this
report as part of a waste reduction fact sheet that would be distributed by
the Department to all auto repair facilities in the state. We will, of
course, credit the Alaska Health Project in the publication.

Dave, the Alaska Waste Reduction Assistance Program is doing a great job.
let me knew if we can help and keep up the good work.

Sincerely,

David Rczell
Hazardous Waste Reduction Specialist
Hazardous and Solid Waste Division

CR:f

ZF2704
cc: Bill Steyer, EPA, Region X

DEQ-1
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David Wigglesworth
Alaska Health Project
417 West Eighth Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Wigglesworth:

~ Thank you for submitting your First Quarter Report for the WRAP Il
Project to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPAE). | v'cs quite satisfied
with both the format and content of the report. It cert <Iy appears that the
project is right on schedule in meeting its objectives. I.deed, you have made
much progress to date.

Thank you for also providing us with copies of the publications which you
recently prepared for small businesses on "Waste Reduction Tiﬁs". These fact
sheets are an excellent tool for educating businesses about the various waste
reduction opportunities available to them.

On behalf of EPA, | would like yo commend you and your staff on the fine
work you are doing.

Sincerely,

Bill Steyer _
EPA Project Officer





