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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  Koponen

  W U KA U K A tT

5 - 1 753L
Utermoh le
3 / 1 / 8 8

IN THE HOUSE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 425 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A B ILL
Fo r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  a r c h i t e c t s ,  eng i ­

n e e r s ,  and la n d  s u r v e y o r s ;  e x tend ing  th e  t e rm in a t i o n  
da te  o f  the  S t a t e  Board o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  A rch i ­
t e c t s ,  E n g in e e r s ,  and Land S u r v e y o r s ;  and p ro v id in g  
f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c ) ( 1 5 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

( 1 5 )  S t a t e  Board  o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  A r c h i t e c t s ,  Eng inee rs ,  
and Land S u rv e y o r s  (AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 0 1 1 )  - -  June 3 0 ,  1992 [ 1 9 8 8 ] .

* Sec . 2 .  AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 1 1 1  i s  amended to  r e ad :
Sec . 0 8 . 4 8 . 1 1 1 .  POWER TO REVOKE, SUSPEND, OR REISSUE CERTIFI­

CATE. The boa rd  may suspend , r e f u s e  to  renew , o r  r e v o k e  the  c e r t i f i ­
c a t e  o f  o r  rep r imand  a r e g i s t r a n t  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  who i s  found g u i l t y  
o f  ( 1 )  f r a u d  o r  d e c e i t  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a c e r t i f i c a t e ;  ( 2 )  g r o s s  n e g l i ­
gence , incompetence , o r  m isconduct in  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
e n g in e e r i n g^  o r  la nd  s u r v e y in g ;  o r  (3 )  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a 
r e g u l a t i o n  adopted under  t h i s  chap te r  [ I T ] ,  o r  the  code o f  e t h i c s  o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  conduct as adopted by the b o a r d .  The code o f  e t h i c s  o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  conduct s h a l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  [MADE KNOWN] i n  w r i t i n g  to 
e v e ry  r e g i s t r a n t  and a p p l i c a n t  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  unde r t h i s  c h a p t e r f ,  
AND SHALL BE PUBLISHED WITH THE ROSTER PROVIDED FOR IN AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 0 8 1 ] .  
Th is  p u b l i c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the code o f  e t h i c s  o r  p r o f e s s i o n ­
a l  conduct c o n s t i t u t e s  due n o t i c e  to  a l l  r e g i s t r a n t s .  The boa rd  may 
r e v i s e  and amend i t s  code and, upon doing s o ,  s h a l l  im m ed ia te ly  n o t i f y
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each r e g i s t r a n t  i n  w r i t i n g  o f  the  r e v i s i o n s  o r  amendments. The boa rd  
may, upon p e t i t i o n  o f  the r e g i s t r a n t  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  r e i s s u e  a c e r t i f ­
i c a t e  i f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the  members o f  the b o a rd  v o t e  in  f a v o r  o f  the 
r e i s s u a n c e .

* Sec . 3 .  AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 3 1  i s  r e p e a l e d  and reenac ted  t o  r e a d :
Sec. 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 3 1 .  EXEMPTIONS. Th is  chapte r  does no t  a p p ly  to

( 1 )  a c o n t r a c t o r  o f  work designed by a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i ­
t e c t  o r  eng in e e r  o r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  work 
as a foreman o r  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  f o r  a c o n t r a c t o r ;

( 2 )  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  fo remen , i n s p e c t o r s ,  o r  b u i l d i n g  
t r a d e s  c ra f t smen  i n  the  p e r fo rm ance  o f  t h e i r  c u s tom a ry  d u t i e s ;

( 3 )  an o f f i c e r  o r  employee o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  government 
p r a c t i c i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  e n g in e e r i n g ,  o r  land s u r v e y in g  as r e q u i r e d  by 
t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ;

( 4 )  an  employee o r  a subo rd in a te  o f  a p e rson  r e g i s t e r e d  
under t h i s  c h a p t e r  i f  the work o r  s e r v i c e  i s  done under the  d i r e c t  
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a p e r s o n  r e g i s t e r e d  under th i s  c h a p t e r ;

( 5 )  a s s o c i a t e s ,  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  o r  s p e c i a l i s t s  r e t a i n e d  by a 
r e g i s t e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r  a 
c o r p o r a t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  under t h i s  chap te r ,  i n  the pe r fo rmance  c f
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i f  r e s p o n s i b l e  charge o f  t h e  work rema ins w i th  
the i n d i v i d u a l ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  o r  des igna ted  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the
c o r p o r a t i o n ;

( 6 )  a p e r s o n  p r e p a r i n g  p l a n s ,  d raw ings ,  o r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s
f o r

(A) fa rm  o r  ranch  b u i l d i n g s ,  u n l e s s  the  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  o r  w e l f a r e  i s  i n v o l v e d ;

(B )  a b u i l d i n g  in tend ed  to  be used o n l y  as a r e s id en c e
by no t more th an  f o u r  f a m i l i e s  and not more than two s t o r i e s
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h ig h ;
(C) a b u i l d i n g  n o t  in tended  f o r  p u b l i c  use w i th  a 

t o t a l  o f  n o t  more than 1 ,0 0 0  square f e e t  o f  f l o o r  space u n l e s s  
th e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  o r  w e l f a r e  i s  i n v o l v e d ;

( 7 )  a s p e c i a l t y  c o n t r a c t o r  l i c e n s e d  u nd e r  AS 0 8 . 1 8  w h i l e  
engaged i n  the b u s i n e s s  o f  c o n t r a c t i n g  o r  d e s ig n ing  systems f o r  work 
w i t h i n  the s p e c i a l t y  t o  be pe r fo rmed  o r  s u p e r v i s e d  by th e  s p e c i a l t y  
c o n t r a c t o r ,  o r  a c o n t r a c t o r  p r e p a r i n g  shop o r  f i e l d  d rawings f o r  work 
which the  s p e c i a l t y  c o n t r a c t o r  has c o n t r a c t e d  to p e r f o rm ;

( 8 )  a p e r s o n  f u r n i s h i n g  p l a n s ,  d raw ings ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  
in s t rum en t s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r  o t h e r  da ta  f o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  o r  r e p a i r s  t o  a 
b u i l d i n g  th a t  do n o t  change o r  a f f e c t  the  s t r u c t u r a l  sys tem , s a f e t y  o f  
the  b u i l d i n g ,  o r  th e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  o r  w e l f a r e .

* Sec . 4 .  AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 4 1 ( 7 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :
( 7 )  " p r a c t i c e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e "  means p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  

o r  c r e a t i v e  work i n  t h e  [FUNCTIONAL AND AESTHETIC] d e s ig n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  
[STRUCTURES], the t e a c h in g  o f  advanced a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c ou rse s  i n  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  o f  h ighe r  l e a r n i n g ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  
p l a n n in g ,  design^ and p r o f e s s i o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f
p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  [STRUCTURES,] b u i l d i n g s ,  works^ o r  p r o j e c t s ,  and
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e v i ew  o f  p lan s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  by r e g u l a t o r y  
a g e n c i e s ;  " p r a c t i c e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e "  [ I T ]  may by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the
boa rd  i n c lu d e  m ech a n ic a l ,  e l e c t r i c a l ^  o r  s t r u c t u r a l  d e s ign  o f  
[RELATIVELY] minor im po r tan ce  [TO THE PROJECT AS A WHOLE];

* Sec. 5 .  AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 4 1 ( 8 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :
( 8 )  " p r a c t i c e  o f  e n g in e e r in g "  means p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  o r  

c r e a t i v e  work ,  the adequa te  pe r fo rmance  o f  which r e q u i r e s  th e  [APPL I ­
CATION OF] s p e c i a l i z e d  knowledge o f  a p p l i e d  mathematics and s c i e n c e s ,  
d e a l i n g  w i th  the [FUNCTIONAL AND ECONOMIC] des ign o f  [BUILDINGS,]
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s t r u c t u r e s ,  mach ines ,  equipment , u t i l i t i e s  sys tems ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  p r o ­
c e s s e s ,  works^ o r  p r o j e c t s ,  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e ;  the  te ach ing  o f  ad­
vanced en g in e e r in g  c ou rs e s  in  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  l e a r n i n g ^  [ ,  ] the 
d i r e c t i o n  o f  o r  the  pe r fo rmance  o f  e n g in e e r i n g  s u r v e y s ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  p l a n n in g ,  [DESIGN,] and p r o f e s s i o n a l  
o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  [BUILD­
INGS , ]  works_j_ o r  p r o j e c t s  and e n g in e e r in g  r e v i ew  o f  p la n s  and s p e c i ­
f i c a t i o n s  by r e g u l a t o r y  a g en c ie s ;  " p r a c t i c e  o f  e n g in e e r i n g "  [ I T ]  may 
by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the  b oa rd  i n c lu d e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b u i l d i n g  d es ign  o f  
[RELATIVELY] m ino r  impo r tance  [TO THE PROJECT AS A WHOLE], bu t i t  does 
n o t  i n c l u d e  comprehens ive a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s e r v i c e s ;

* Sec .  6 .  AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 4 1  i s  amended by adding new pa rag raphs  t o  r e a d :
( 1 4 )  " b u i l d i n g "  means a s t r u c t u r e  used o r  in tend ed  f o r  

human occupancy ;
( 1 5 )  " s t r u c t u r e "  means a system o f  m a t e r i a l s  and components 

t h a t  r e s i s t s  h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  l o a d s .
* Sec . 7 .  AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 0 8 1  i s  r e p e a l e d .
* Sec . 8 .  Th is  Act ta ke s  e f f e c t  immed ia te ly  under  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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PROPOSED CHANGES TO AS 08.48.331. EXEMPTIONS

Current New Description of Change
Number Number

1 1 No change in intent. Wording changed to
eliminate ambiguities, contradictions, 
and/or to refer exemptions to persons 
rather than acts, etc.

2 2 No change.

3 3 Same as (1).

4 Deleted. All design work performed by the
State of Alaska must be sealed by registered
individual(s)/employee(s). Therefore, 
whether a persons job description requires. 
Registration Is irrelevant. Also the head 
(Commissioner) of each principal department 
may waive registration for individual 
individual employees on a case-by-case basis 
(AS 08.48.261).

5 Same as (1).

6 Deleted. Unnecessary.

7 Deleted. Unnecessary.

8 5 Same as (1).

9 6 Same as (1).

A Deleted. Any building that is open to or
used by the general public should be designed 
by licensed individuals. This exemption is 
frequently misinterpreted to mean a 
person/company/etc. that builds and owns 
their own building(s), can design the 
building without being registered.
It has been abused. The Attorney General 
will not prosecute cases in this category.

B A Deleted word "Substantially" as it is hard to
define.

C B No change.

D C 500 square feet changed to 1,000 square feet.
The opinion of Board is that this is more 
appropriate; 500 square feet is too 
restrictive.



PROPOSED CHANGES TO AS 08.48.331. EXEMPTIONS

Current New Description of Change
Number Number

10 7 Same as (1).

11 8 Same as (1).

12 Deleted. Same reason as old 9(A).

7 & 8 Changed to differentiate "Buildings" from
"Structures" to help clarify the practice of 
Architecture as if differs from Engineering.

14 & 15 Added. Same reason as above.

901/1la
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A h ik i Section
AMERICAN CONGRESS ON SURVEYING AND MAPPING

P.O. Box 3761 
Anchorage, Ala*ka 99510

AN ENDORSEMENT OF THE GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE AMERICAN 

CONGRESS ON SURVEYING AND MAPPING 
ALASKA SECTION.

Be it hereby known that the genera! membership of the ASCM, 
Alaska Section, did endorse the Alaska Society of Professional 
Land Surveyors Resolution 88-1 entitled:

DEFINING THE POSITION OF THE ALASKA SOCIETY OF 
PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS CONCERNING CONTINUED 

COMPETENCE REQUIREMENTS

On this 10th day of February 1988, In Anchorage, Alaska

Attest

President

Secretary

kam



Alaska Society of Professional 
Land Surveyors

Date: February 10,1988
Introduced By: ASPLS Board of Directors

RESOLUTION 88-1 

DEFINING THE POSITION OF THE ALASKA 
SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS 

CONCERNING CONTINUED COMPETENCE 
REQUIREMENTS

WHEREAS, there is a national effort to provide within each state a program 
for continued competence in all professions; and
WHEREAS, the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping and the 
National Society of Professional Surveyors are encouraging each State 
Affiliate to work toward State legislation which provides for continued 
competence requirements; and
W HEREA S , the Alaska Board of Registration for Architects, Engineers and 
Land Surveyors during the audit performed in connection with the 1988 
Sunset Legislation is obliged to address provisions for continued competence; 
and
WHEREAS, the Alaska Society of Professional Land Surveyors wishes to 
express its position concerning continued competence requirements in the 
State of Alaska:
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the General Membership of the Alaska 
Society of Professional Land Surveyors:
Section 1 Alaska is a large and diverse State making it difficult for many 

individuals to avail themselves of timely education or 
examination opportunities. Realizing this, the Alaska Society of



Professional Land Surveyors supports legislation which would 
allow the Board of Architects, Engineers and Land Surveyors to 
prepare admin; trative code regulations that set forth provisions 
for continued competence upon finding that;
a. Educational opportunities which meet continued 

competence requirements are available to professional 
surveyors via college courses, seminars, correspondence 
or other satisfactory means statewide.

b. Examinations are available to test competence in lieu of 
education through such testing entities as National 
Council of Engineering Examiners.

c. Administrative and regulatory functions are available 
from sources other than through a State Agency.

Section 2. That copies of this resolution be forwarded by the ASPLS Board 
of Directors to whoever they deem appropriate, including but 
not limited to J. Anthony Smith, Commissioner, Alaska 
Department of Commerce and Economic Development, Wayne 
K. Jensen, Chairman, Board of Architects, Engineers and Land 
Surveyors, Representative Dave Donley, Chairman, House 
Labor & Commerce Committee, Senator Tim Kelly, Chairman, 
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee and other legislators, 
institutions and individuals who from time to time request 
copies.

Adopted in Anchorage, Alaska, by the General Membership of the Alaska 
Society of Professional Land Surveyors, this ^ riav . 1988.
Attest:

President

Secretary
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SB 365: "An Act extending the termination date of the State Board of
Registration for Architects, Engineers, and Land Surveyors and 
providing for an effective date."

SB 365 proposes the continuation of the Board of Registration for Architects, 
Engineers, and Land Surveyors (hereinafter "AELS Board") for an additional 
four (4) years.

There are currently some 3,500 registered architects, engineers, and land 
surveyors in Alaska, with an additional 200 applicants seeking admission by 
examination or comity each year.

The Department of Commerce and Economic Development strongly endorses passage 
of this legislation.

The Legislative Budget and Audit Committee's performance report on the AELS 
Board, while not yet formally public, found no significant audit exceptions 
concerning the board, and has recommended that the board be continued. The 
AELS Board has clearly performed professionally on behclf of the public's 
health, safety, and welfare, and the department is unaware of any serious 
complaint concerning the board's operations. Indeed, the board recently 
adopted a system of voluntary disciplinary enforcement for consumers and 
members of the profession in Alaska which, if successful, will do much to 
further the public trust in the ability of AELS professionals to discipline 
themselves effectively and with due speed.

The department and the Division of Occupational Licensing ask the 
Legislature's support of SB 365 and the continuation of the State Board of 
Registration for Architects, Engineers, and Land Surveyors.

jT̂ r̂rrrrony smith, Lommrs'sioner 
Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development

Date

RP B/dg1003 5o 
020888a



HB 425: "An Act extending the termination date of the State Board

of Registration for Architects, Engineers and Land 

Surveyors; and providing for an effective date."

HB 425 continues the Board of Registration for Architects, Engineers and 

Land Surveyors (hereinafter "AELS Board") for the m a x imum allowable 

period: an additional four (4) years (until June 30, 1992).

The Performance Report on the AELS Board by the Legislature's Budget and 

Audit Committee concluded that the board "should be reestablished." The 

report also found that the board: (1) regulates and licenses the

practice of architecture, engineering and land surveying in a manner 

that properly protects the public's health, safety and welfare; and (2) 

assures that those AELS professionals who are licensed are qualified to 

practice by providing active investigation and appropriate discipline 

services.

The Budget and Audit report did find the AELS Board weak in one area: 

the failure of the board to provide for the mandatory continuing educa­

tion of the professionals it regulates. Finding that a program of 

continuing education "provides a reasonable means of assuring continuing 

competency in a profession," the report recommended that legislation be 

introduced requiring continuing education of AELS professionals.

The department is aware that this issue is the subject of considerable 

discussion within the AELS professions and that the board itself, for a 

variety of reasons, has not yet acted to set such a program in place 

through regulation.

The department has, however, gone on record in its response to the 

performance report as concurring in the Budget and Audit Committee's 

recommendation. Should the Legislature decide to require continuing 

education of AELS professionals, the department would request that the 

language which mandates continuing education also give the board the 

authority to prescribe the hours, reporting requirements, accreditation 

procedures, and general provisions in administrative regulation. The 

department's Division of Occupational Licensing is developing expertise 

in this area and would like the administrative flexibility to structure 

the program in the manner most appropriate to the differing professions 

regulated by the AELS Board.

Regardless of any decision on the continuing education recommendations, 

it must be remarked that the AELS Board has performed consistently well 

in a highly professional manner during the four years encompassed by the 

present performance report. The public's interest is always at the 

forefront of the board's deliberations and its assistance to the 

division and its staff has always been professional. Indeed, the board

n  2  
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Position Paper - HB 425 - 2 -

recently adopted a system of voluntary disciplinary enforcement for 

consumers and members of the profession in Alaska which, if successful, 

will do much to further the public trust in the ability of AELS 

professionals to discipline themselves effectively and with due speed.

The department wholeheartedly supports the continuation of the Board of 

Registration of Architects, Engineers and Land Surveyors and requests 

legislative support for passage of this legislation.

Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development

Date

R P B /d g l
022388a
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/ AUDIT D IV ISION  

j  P.O. BOX IV
/ JUNEAU. ALASKA 99 811 -3300

B U D G E T  A N D  A U D IT  COMMITTEE j

December 31 ,  198/

Members o f  the  L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget 
and Aud i t  Committee:

Acco rd ing  t o  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e s  24 and 44 o f  the 
A la sk a  S t a t u t e s ,  the D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  Aud i t  i s  
r e q u i r e d  to  conduct a "Sun se t "  re v iew  o f  the Board o f  
R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  A r c h i t e c t s ,  E ng in e e r s ,  and Land S u rv e y o r s .
At the  r e q u e s t  o f  the Chairman, du r ing  F i s c a l  Y ea r  1988 
budget d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  the Aud i t  D i v i s i o n ' s  budget was 
r e v i s e d  to  r e f l e c t  c e r t a i n  changes i n  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
the Commit tee 's  two D i v i s i o n s .  The r e v i s e d  budget o f  the 
Aud i t  D i v i s i o n  r e f l e c t e d  e i f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t  might be ob ta in ed  
by u t i l i z i n g  the  s t a f f  o f  the  L e g i s l a t i v e  F inance D i v i s i o n  
on s e l e c t e d  a u d i t  ass ignments du r ing  the i n t e r im .
As a r e s u l t ,  the a u d i t  o f  the Board o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  
A r c h i t e c t s ,  E ng in e e r s ,  and Land Su rveyo r s  was conducted and 
t h i s  r e p o r t  has been p repa red  by the  L e g i s l a t i v e  F inance 
D i v i s i o n .  We f e e l  t h i s  r e p o r t  d i sch a rg e s  ou r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
under T i t l e s  24 and 44 .  The r e p o r t  i s  subm it ted  f o r  you r  
r e v iew .

Ac t ing  L e g i s l a t i v e  A ud i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  Aud it



T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E FINANCE D IV IS ION  
POUCH \VF-STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

8UDGTT m  AUDIT COHMimt PHONE: (9071 465-3795

December 10 ,  1987

Members o f  the L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget 
and Aud i t  Committee:

I n  accordance w i th  the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  24 and 44 o f  the 
A la sk a  S t a t u t e s  ( s u n s e t  l e g i s l a t i o n ) , the a t ta ch ed  r e p o r t  i s  
subm it ted  f o r  y ou r  r e v i ew .

A PERFORMANCE REPORT 
ON THE BOARD OF 

REGISTRATION FOR ARCHITECTS, 
ENGINEERS, AND LAND SURVEYORS
J u l y  1 , 1983 - June 30 ,  1987

Aud i t  C o n t r o l  Number 
0 8 - 1 3 1 7 - 8 8 -R

Mike Greany, D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  F inance

31-Q1LH
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PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE REPORT
PURPOSE
In  acco rdance w i th  the i n t e n t  o f  T i t l e s  24 and 44 o f  the 
A la sk a  S t a t u t e s  ( s u n s e t  l e g i s l a t i o n ) , we have rev iewed  the 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the Board o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  A r c h i t e c t s ,  
E n g in e e r s ,  and Land Su rveyo r s  f o r  the p a s t  f o u r  f i s c a l  
y e a r s . Our e xam ina t ion  was conducted to  de te rm ine  i f  the 
Board has been o p e r a t i n g  in  an e f f i c i e n t  and e f f e c t i v e  
manner .
L e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  r e q u i r e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  
d u r in g  l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  h e a r in g s  to  de te rm ine  whether 
the  Boa rd  o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  A r c h i t e c t s ,  E n g in e e r s ,  and 
Land S u rv e yo r s  sh ou ld  be r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  The law now s p e c i ­
f i e s  t h a t  t h i s  Board  w i l l  t e rm in a te  on June 30 ,  1988 ,  and 
have one y e a r  f rom  t h a t  date to  conc lude i t s  a f f a i r s .
SCOPE
The m a jo r  a re a s  o f  ou r  exam ina t ion  were the l i c e n s i n g ,  
e x am in a t ion ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c om p la in t ,  and a f f i r m a t i v e  
a c t i o n  f u n c t i o n s  o f  the Board .  We rev iewed  and e v a lu a t e d  
the f o l l o w i n g :
1 . A p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .
2 .  I n t e r v i ew s  w i th  Board members.
3 .  T e s t s  o f  f i l e s  and documents o f  l i c e n s e e s .
4 .  I n t e r v i ew s  w i th  l i c e n s e  exam ine rs .
5 .  Comp la in ts  f i l e d  w i th  the D i v i s i o n  o f  O ccupa t iona l  

L i c e n s i n g ,  Human R igh ts  Commission, Equa l Employment 
O pp o r tu n i t y  O f f i c e ,  A t t o rn e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  and the 
Ombudsman's O f f i c e .

6 .  Minutes o f  Boa rd  meet ings and D i v i s i o n  co r re spondence  
f i l e s .

7 .  A t t o rn e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o p in i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
b o a r d s .

- 1-  
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O R G A N I S A T I O N  A N D  F U N C T I O N

The Board  o f  A r c h i t e c t s ,  E ng in ee r s ,  and Land Su rv e yo r s  i s  a 
r e g u l a t o r y  boa rd  w i th  n ine  members c o n s i s t i n g  o f  two c i v i l  
e n g in e e r s ,  one land  s u r v e y o r ,  one m in ing e n g in e e r ,  two 
eng in e e r s  f rom  o t h e r  b ranches o f  th e  e n g in e e r i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  
two a r c h i t e c t s ,  and one p u b l i c  member.
The Board  s e t s  the minimum s tanda rd s  t o  p r a c t i c e  in  A la ska  
by :
1 . Examining and i s s u in g  l i c e n s e s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s .
2 .  E s t a b l i s h i n g ,  amending, o r  e l im i n a t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  

c o n t r o l l i n g  a r c h i t e c t ,  e n g in e e r ,  and land  s u r v e y o r  
p r a c t i c e s .

3 .  R evok ing ,  a n n u l l i n g ,  o r  suspending l i c e n s e s  in  a c c o rd ­
ance w i th  the A d m in i s t r a t i v e  P ro cedu re s  Act when a 
p e rs on  has v i o l a t e d  a r c h i t e c t ,  e n g in e e r ,  and land  
s u rv e y o r  s t a t u t e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s .

- 3 -



R E P O R T  C O N C L U S I O N

P o l i c y  I s s u e s

T h i s  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  as a r e s u l t  of our 
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  B o a r d  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  f i n a l  p o l i c y  

j d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  n o t  w i t h i n  the s cope
of this r e p o r t  b u t  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  In 

' d e b a t i n g  t h e s e  issues, the o v e r s i g h t  c o m m i t t e e s  s h o u l d  take
into c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the f i n d i n g  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  
in this r e p o r t  so the p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t  o f  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  can 
be  e v a l u a t e d .

Re o r t  C o n c l u s i o n

In o u r  o p i n i o n ,  tne B o a r d  o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  for A r c h i t e c t s ,  
E n g i n e e r s ,  a n d  L a n d  S u r v e y o r s  s h o u l d  b e  r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  q u a l i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  is 
n e c e s s a r y  to p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h ,  safety, a n d  
w e l f a r e .  T h e  B o a r d  p r o v i d e s  this s e r v i c e  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
m i n i m u m  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  that p r o v i d e  
r e a s o n a b l e  a s s u r a n c e  th a t  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  are qua l i f i e d .

I A l so, a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h o s e  l i c e n s e d  act in a c o m p e t e n t
m a n n e r  is p r o v i d e d  b y  a c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  c o m p l a i n t s  and 

! r e v o c a t i o n  or s u s p e n s i o n  o f  l i c e n s e s  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i n d i n g  d e s c r i b e  a r e a s  w h e r e  w e a k n e s s e s  or 
| c o n f l i c t  exist. W e  h a v e  m a d e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  which, if

i m p l e m e n t e d ,  w i l l  i m p r o v e  the e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  the Board.

-5-



F I N D I N G  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N

L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  be ' ’ ’ ‘ ‘ m i n g

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1

A r c h i t e c t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  a n d  la n d  s u r v e y o r s  m u s t  d e m o n s t r a t e  a 
h i g h  d e g r e e  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  c o m p e t e n c e  b e f o r e  
t h e y  c a n  b e c o m e  r e g i s t e r e d  in A l a s k a .  H o w e v e r ,  r e n e w a l  of 
c e r t i f i c a t e s  is n o t  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  e v i d e n c e  o f  a p r o f e s s i o n­
al's  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c e .

C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a a b s o l u t e  g u a r a n t e e ,  
p r o v i d e s  a r e a s o n a b l e  m e a n s  of a s s u r i n g  c o n t i n u i n g  c o m p e t e n­
cy in a p r o f e s s i o n .  A  p r o g r a m  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  
h e l p  a v o i d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o b s o l e s c e n c e  a n d  k e e p  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
a w a r e  of  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in the p r o f e s s i o n .

M o s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  to a s s u r e  that l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  is b a s e d  u p o n  
e v i d e n c e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y .

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a r c h i t e c t s ,
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AN\LYSIS OF PUBLIC NEED

The f o l l o w i n g  a n a ly s e s  i n d i c a t e  bo th  p o s i t i v e  and n ega t iv e  
f a c t o r s  as th ey  r e l a t e  to  t i e  p u b l i c  need as d e f in e d  in  the 
" s u n s e t "  law . These a n a ly s e s  a re  n o t  in tended  to  be compre­
h e n s i v e ,  bu t  t o  add ress  th e se  a re a s  we were a b le  to  cove r  
du r ing  ou r  e x am in a t ion .

I . The e x t e n t  to  which the b oa rd ,  commission o r  program 
has o p e ra te d  in  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .
A. The Board  h o ld s  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  r e g u l a r  meet ings 

each y e a r .
B. The Boa rd  h o ld s  w r i t t e n  exams a t  l e a s t  tw ice each 

y e a r ,  excep t f o r  c e r t a i n  n a t i o n a l  exam ina t ions  
t h a t  a r e  h e ld  o n l y  once a y e a r .

I I . The e x t e n t  t o  which the o p e r a t i o n  o f  the b oa rd ,  
commiss ion , o r  agency program has been impeded o r  
enhanced by e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s ,  p ro c e du re s ,  and 
p r a c t i c e s  which i t  has adopted , and any o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  
i n c l u d in g  budge ta ry ,  r e s o u r c e ,  and p e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s .
A. The Board  has r e c e i v e d  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom  DOL 

r e l a t i v e  to  the d r a f t i n g  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 
r e g u l a t o r y  changes .

B. The Boa rd  has r e c e i v e d  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom  the 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e .

I l l . The e x t e n t  t o  which the b oa rd ,  commission , o r  agency 
has recommended s t a t u t o r y  changes which a re  g e n e r a l l y  
o f  b e n e f i t  t o  the p u b l i c  interes~t~!
The Board  adopted r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  c l a r i f i e d  v a r i o u s  
vague s t a t u t o r y  and r e g u l a t o r y  req u i r em en ts .

IV .  The e x t e n t  t o  which the b oa rd ,  commission , o r  agency 
has encouraged i n t e r e s t e d  pe rsons  to  r e p o r t  t o  i t  
conce rn ing  the e f f e c t  o f  i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e c i ­
s i o n s  on the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  economy o f  
s e r v i c e ,  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e  which i t  has 
p r o v i d e d .
The Board  has p u b l i s h e d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  o f  a l l  exami­
n a t i o n ,  and mee t ings .

V. The e x t e n t  t o  which the b oa rd ,  commission, o r  agency 
has encouraged p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the making o f  
i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e c i s i o n s .

L i m i t e d  A n a l y s i s
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P u b l i c  n o t i c e s  o f  p roposed  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  p ub l i s h ed  
i n  m a jo r  newspapers .  P u b l i c  comment on p roposed  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  b o th  w r i t t e n  and o r a l ,  a r e  c on s id e re d  a t  
Board  m ee t in g s .
The e f f i c i e n c y  w i th  which p u b l i c  i n q u i r i e s  o r  com­
p l a i n t s  r e g a r d in g  the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the boa rd ,  
commiss ion , o r  agency f i l e d  w i th  i t ,  w i th  the  d epa r t~  
ment to  which a boa rd  o r  commission i s  a dm in i s t r a ~  
t i v e l y  a s s ig n e d ,  o r  w i th  the  G f f i c e  o f  the Ombudsman 
have been p ro c e s s e d  and r e s o l v e d .
The Boa rd  has ta ken  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  to  r e s o l v e  
c om p la in t s  f i l e d  w i th  the O f f i c e  o f  Ombudsman. No 
c om p la in t s  were f i l e d  w i th  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e .
The e x t e n t  t o  which a boa rd  o r  commission which 
r e g u l a t e s  e n t r y  i n t o  an o c cup a t i o n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n  has 
p r e s e n t e d  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  s e rv e  the  p u b l i c .
A. We found  no in s t a n c e s  where the Board has l i ­

censed u n q u a l i f i e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .
B. A r c h i t e c t s ,  e n g in e e r s ,  and la n d  s u r v e y o r s  a re  no t  

r e q u i r e d  to  demons t ra te  t h e i r  c on t inued  compe­
tence  th rough  a c o n t in u in g  educa t i o n  program (see  
Reccmmendation No. 1 ) .

The e x t e n t  to  which S t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  p r a c t i c e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r em en t s ,  have been 
comp l ied  w i th  by the  boa rd ,  commiss ion , o r  agency to  
i t s  own a c t i v i t i e s  and the a re a  o f  a c t i v i t y  o r  
i n t e r e s t .
Acco rd ing  t o  the  O f f i c e  o f  Equa l  Employment Oppo r tu ­
n i t y ,  no c om p la in t s  were f i l e d  a g a in s t  the Board f rom 
FY84 th rough  FY87.
The e x t e n t  t o  which s t a t u t o r y ,  r e g u l a t o r y ,  budge t ing ,  
o r  o t h e r  changes a re  n e c e s s a ry  to  enab le  the  agency, 
b o a rd ,  o r  commission to  b e t t e r  s e rv e  the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
the p u b l i c  and t o  comply w i th  the  f a c t o r s  enumerated 
i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .
P l e a s e  r e f e r  to  the  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  F ind ing  and 
Recommendation .
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A P P E N D I X  A

BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR 
ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS,

AND LAND SURVEYORS 
SCHEDULE OF 

REVENUES COMPARED WITH EXPENDITURES 
Fo r  F i s c a l  Y ea r  1987 

(Unaud i ted )
(Note 1)

Average Revenue (Note 2) $ 1 4 9 ,3 0 2
E xp end i tu re s  (Note 3 )  2 5 1 ,3 2 0
Excess  o f  E xpend i tu re s  o v e r  Revenues $ 1 0 2 .0 1 8

Note 1
The Schedu le  o f  Revenues Compared w i th  E xpend i tu re s  was p r e ­
pa red  f r om  a v a i l a b l e  r e c o rd s  and d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  the  D i v i ­
s i o n  o f  O ccup a t ion a l  L i c e n s in g  (DOL) p e r s o n n e l .  The r e c o rd s  
were n o t  a u d i t e d  by us and, a c c o r d i n g l y ,  we do n o t  exp re s s  
an o p in i o n  on the  B oa rd 's  Schedu le  o f  Revenues Compared w i th  
E x p e n d i t u r e s .
Note 2
A s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  revenues i s  composed o f  l i c e n s e  
renewa l  f e e s .  L ic en se s  a r e  renewed b i e n n i a l l y .  Because o f  
the  r e n ew a ls ,  revenues v a r y  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  between y e a r s .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  we combined revenues  c o l l e c t e d  in  f i s c a l  y e a r  
1986 and 198 7 ;  and c a l c u l a t e d  a t o t a l  i n  o r d e r  to  o b t a i n  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  amount o f  ave rage  annua l  revenues c o l l e c t e d .  
L i c e n s i n g  f e e s  were i n c r e a s e d  i n  November 1986 in  re sponse  
to  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  to  make the Boards more s e l f  s u p p o r t ­
i n g .  See Appendix C f o r  the  c u r r e n t  f e e  schedu le .
Note 3
E xp end i tu re s  c o n s i s t  o f  d i r e c t  c o s t s  r e s u l t i n g  f rom  boa rd  
member a c t i v i t i e s ,  ( i . e .  t r a v e l  and p e r  diem) and an a l l o c a ­
t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  DOL. I t  shou ld  be n o t ­
ed, t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  e xp end i tu re s  do n o t  i n c lu d e  expenses 
i n c u r r e d  by o t h e r  Departments o r  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  the De­
pa r tmen t  o f  Commerce and Economic Deve lopment in  a s s i s t i n g  the B oa rd .

-13-



BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR 
ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS,

AND LAND SURVEYORS 
SCHEDULE OF ESTIMATED REVENUES 

COMPARED WITH BUDGETED EXPENDITURES 
Fo r  F i s c a l  Y ea r  1988 

(Unaud i te d )
(No te  1)

A P P E N D I X  B

Average Revenue (Note  2 ) $ 2 9 6 ,0 0 0
E xpend i tu re s  (Note 3 ) 2 8 0 ,1 1 9
Excess o f  Revenue Over E xp en d i tu re  $ 1 5 .8 8 1

Note 1
The D i v i s i o n  o i  O c cup a t i o n a l  L i c e n s in g  (DOL) p rep a red  the 
above Schedu le  o f  E s t im a ted  Revenues Compared w i th  Budgeted 
E x p en d i tu r e s .  The s chedu le  i s  in c lu d ed  f o r  i n f o rm a t i o n a l  
pu rposes  o n l y  and has n o t  been a u d i t e d  by u s .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  
we do n o t  e xp re s s  an o p in i o n  on the B o a rd ' s  Schedu le  o f  
E s t im a ted  Revenues Compared w i th  Budgeted E x p end i tu re s .
Note 2
Revenues were e s t im a ted  based upon the  c u r r e n t  l i c e n s i n g  
f e e s  (See Appendix C) and p r o j e c t e d  l i c e n s e  renewa ls  and 
a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e s  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r s  1988 ,  1 989 ,  1990 and 1991 . 
Because o f  a downward t r e n d  in  A l a s k a ' s  economy the  p r o j e c ­
t i o n  f o r  re venues  i n c lu d e s  a f a c t o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 20% to  
30% d e c l i n e  i n  the  number o f  l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .
Note 3
Expend i tu re s  c o n s i s t  o f  FY88 budgeted d i r e c t  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t ­
ed w i th  b oa rd  member a c t i v i t i e s  ( i . e .  t r a v e l  and p e r  diem) 
and a a l l o c a t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  DOL. I t  
shou ld  be n o ted  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  e x p end i tu re s  do n o t  in c lu d e  
expenses i n c u r r e d  by o t h e r  Departments o r  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  
the Department o f  Commerce and Economic Development in  
a s s i s t i n g  the Boa rd .
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A P P E N D I X  C

BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR 
ARCHITECTS ~ ENGINEERS,

AND LAND SURVEYORS 
SCHEDULE OF TYPES OF REVENUES 

(Unaud i ted )
(No te  1)

Revenues
A p p l i c a t i o n  F o r  I n d i v i d u a l  By Exam 
A p p l i c a t i o n  F o r  C o rp o r a t i o n  

A u t h o r i z a t i o n  
A p p l i c a t i o n  By Comity 
Exam ina t ion  Fees*

Fundamenta ls o f  Eng in ee r ing  (E IT )  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  Eng in ee r ing  (PE) 
Fundamentals o f  Land 
Su rv ey ing  (LS IT )

P r i n c i p a l s  & P r a c t i c e s  o f  
Land Su rvey ing  

A la ska  Land Su rvey ing  (AKLS) 
A r c h i t e c t  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Exam (ARE) 
D i v i s i o n  A 
D i v i s i o n  B 
D i v i s i o n  C 
D i v i s i o n  D 
D i v i s i o n  E 
D i v i s i o n  F 
D i v i s i o n  G 
D i v i s i o n  H 
D i v i s i o n  I  
F o r  E n t i r e  ARE Exam 

I n d i v i d u a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  & Renewal Fee 
(Renewals p a id  b i e n n i a l l y . )  

C o rp o ra te  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  & Renewal Fee 
(Renewals p a id  b i e n n i a l l y .  
C o rp o r a t i o n s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  the 
second h a l f  o f  the b ienn ium pay 
o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  renewa l  
f e e . )

Amendment to  C o rp o ra te  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  
P e n a l t y  f o r  Re in s ta tem en t  o f  

Lapsed R e g i s t r a t i o n  
Postponement o f  Exam inat ion
D u p l i c a t e  L icen se  
D u p l i c a t e  C e r t i f i c a t e  
V e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
Name Change 
Re tu rned  Check (NSF)

Amount
$ 20
$ 20 
$120

$ 50 
$100

$ 50
$ 50 
$ 75
$ 40 
$ 40 
$ 75 
$ 25 
$ 20 
$ 15 
$ 25 
$ 30 
$ 30 
$300 
$100

$400

With A p p l i c a t i o n
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
W ith A p p l i c a t i o n
With A p p l i c a t i o n
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
W ith A p p l i c a t i o n
W ith A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
W ith A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n  
W ith A p p l i c a t i o n  
With A p p l i c a t i o n

C ollection Time

$ 50 With Amendment
$ 20 With  R e in s ta tem en t
$ 20 With Request Fo r

Postponement
$ 5 With Request
$ 20 With Request
$ 5 W ith Request
$ 5 With Request
$ 20

Reexam ina t ion  f e e s  a r e  the same as the  i n i t i a l  exam f e e s .
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This schedule represents the licensing fees c urrently in 
effect. Fees w e r e  raised in Novembe r 1986 in response to 
legisl a t i v e  intent to make the boards more  self supporting.

N o t e  1
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

DEPARTM EN T OF COMMERCE & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

p. o. BOX D
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0800 
PHONE: (907) 465-2500

OFF ICE  OF THE COMMISSIONER

January 20, 1988

Mr. Randy Welker 
Acting Legislative Auditor 
Division of Legislative Audit 
Budget and Audit Committee 
P.O. Box W
Juneau, AK 99811-3300 

Dear Mr. Welker:

This is written in response to the Budget and Audit Committee's 
(hereinafter "Committee") audit report of its sunset performance 
review of the Board of Registration for Architects, Engineers and 
Land Surveyors (hereinafter "AELS Board"). Below is the Department 
of Commerce and Economic Development's (hereinafter "Department") 
comments on the Committee's recommendation.

Recommendation #1

The Committee has found that a program of continuing education 
"provides a reasonable means of assuring continuing competency in a 
profession" and has recommended that legislation "be introduced 
requiring continuing education for architects, engineers, and land 
surveyors." The Department is cognizant that this matter has been 
the subject of much discussion by the AELS Board and that action to 
set a continuing education program in place has not yet been taken 
by the Board.

Nevertheless, the Department concurs in the recommendation of the 
Committee and would support passage of legislation requiring con­
tinued education for AELS professionals. Such legislation could be 
made a part of the bill which reestablishes the AELS Board this 
Second Session of the Fifteenth Legislature.

Sincerely

J. Anthony Smith 
Commissioner

68670
08-H2LH
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