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J a n u a r y  24, 1988 

8 1 5 9  E r i n
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9801 

R e f e r e n c e :  H B  368

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  D a v i d  D o n n e l y  
C h a i r m a n ,  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  M r .  D o n n e l y :

I a m  a R e g i s t e r e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t .  T h i s  m e a n s  that I h a v e  
c o m p l e t e d  a B a c h e l o r  of S c i e n c e  D e g r e e  in O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  
f r o m  a U n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the A m e r i c a n  
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  the C o u n c i l  on  M e d i c a l  E d u c a­
t i o n  of  the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  h a v e  p a s s e d  the 
A O T A  R e g i s t r a t i o n  E x a m i n a t i o n  c o v e r i n g  all a r e a s  of O.T. p r a c t i c e .
M y  c o u r s e  of s t u d y  in c o l l e g e  w a s  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  O. T .  t h e o r y ,  
n e u r o l o g y ,  an a t o m y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  p a t h o l o g y ,  k i n e s i o l o g y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  
a n d  t r e a t m e n t  m e d i a  c o u r s e s .  In  a d d i t i o n  to c o u r s e  w o r k  I c o m p l e t e d  
a s e r i e s  of f u l l - t i m e  c l i n i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  c o n s i s t i n g  of t w o  m o n t h s  
t r a i n i n g  in p e d i a t r i c s  a t  C h i l d r e n s  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  in T u l s a ,  O k l a h o m a ,  
t h r e e  m o n t h s  at the A r i z o n a  S t a t e  P s y c h i a t r i c  H o s p i t a l  in Phoe 'ix, 
t w o  m o n t h s  in g e n e r a l  m e d i c i n e  a t  the V e t e r a n ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u o s -  
p i t a l  i n  H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s ,  a n d  t h r e e  m o n t h s  in p h y s i c a l  Hiedicine and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  at the V A ' s  e a s t  c o a s t  s p i n a l  c o r d  i n j u r y  c e n t e r  in 
the B r o n x ,  N e w  Y o r k .

I h a v e  h a d  t w e l v e  y e a r s  of e m p l o y m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of R e g i s t e r e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i v e  y e a r s  in D a y  
T r e a t m e n t  C e n t e r s  f o r  m u l t i - h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n ,  o n e  as a c o n t r a c t  
t h e r a p i s t  f o r  the S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  to the L o w e r  
K u s k o q u i m  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  a n d  am c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  as an O.T. for 
the J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  I f e e l  th a t  m y  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  
h a s  b e e n  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  v i t a l  to m y  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .  M y  k n o w l e d g e  
n o t  o n l y  i n c l u d e s  m e t h o d s  f o r  t r e a t i n g  v a r i o u s  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  b u t  
e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n  a w a r e n e s s  of p r a c t i c e s  t o  b e  a v o i d e d .

A s  an O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  I a d m i n i s t e r  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  a n d  u s e  c l i n i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  a 
s t u d e n t ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  and p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g .  I p r e­
p a r e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  the s t u d e n t  w h i c h  b e c o m e  a p a r t  of 
the i n d i v i d u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  plan, o r  IEP. I c o n s u l t  w i t h  c l a s s r o o m  
a n d  r e s o u r c e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  
p e r s o n n e l  f o r  the c o o r d i n a t i o n  of the s t u d e n t ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  I p r e­
p a r e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s ,  m a i n t a i n  p r o g r e s s  n o t e s ,  c o m p l e t e  a n n u a l  r e­
v i e w s  a n d  r e e v a l u a t i o n s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s .  I g o  to



f o u r  s c h o o l s  in the d i s t r i c t  - t w o  a day, see a d i f f e r e n t  c h i l d  
e a c h  h a l f  hour, a n d  m a k e  e q u i p m e n t  a v a i l a b l e  to c a r r y  o u t  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i v i t y  or e x e r c i s e  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d .  If it w e r e  n o t  
fo r  m y  t r a i n i n g  as an O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t  p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d y  
in t h e  a r e a s  of p r a c t i c e  e n c o u n t e r e d  in the s c h o o l  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  
k e e p i n g  a b r e a s t  of O.T. issues, I w o u l d  n o t  be a b l e  to d o  m y  job.

D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  of the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  an A c t  w a s  p a s s e d  
w h i c h  c r e a t e d  a l i c e n s u r e  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  b o a r d  f o r  O c c u p a t i o n a l  a n d  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s .  I h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  to 
b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  th i s  act.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  f o r  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  n o w  t a k e n  
it u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s  to w r i t e  a b i l l  a n d  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  in  h a v i n g  
it i n t r o d u c e d  b y  the G o v e n o r ' s  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  i n t o  t h e  H o u s e  of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  as H B  368. A l t h o u g h  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  is l e s s  t h a n  t w o  
p a g e s  in l e n gth, it in e f f e c t  w a i v e s  a l l  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  u s e d  to 
d e s i g n a t e  a n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t  as o u t l i n e d  in the O c c u p a t i o n a l  
T h e r a p y  L i c e n s u r e  B i l l . f r o m  a p p l y i n g  to the s c h o o l s .  By t h e i r  
a c t i o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  s a v e  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of m o n e y  a n d  s t i l l  b e  in c o m p l i a n c e  with. F e d e r a l  G u i d e­
lin e s  if t h e y  g o t  a l a w  p a s s e d  t h a t  m a d e  it l e g a l  to a l l o w  a n y  
s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e  to p r o v i d e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  
d a n g e r s  i n h e r e n t  in th i s  t a c t i c  a r e  d a m a g i n g  b o t h  to  the c h i l d r e n  
s e r v i c e d  a n d  to the o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  p r o f e s s i o n .

H B  368 as w r i t t e n  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  is n o t  o n l y  d a n g e r­
ous, it is u n n e c e s s a r y .  It w a s  in p a r t  c r e a t e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  
m i n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of F e d e r a l  L a w s  a n d  the OT L i c e n s u r e  A c t ,  as w e l l  
as a l a c k  of k n o w l e d g e  of a c c e p t e d  p r a c t i c e s  in o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h e  
A m e r i c a n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  l o n g  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  r u r a l  a r e a s  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  are in n e e d  of O.T. s e r v i c e s  
b u t  w h e r e  a r e g i s t e r e d  O.T. is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  on site, a n d  t h a t  u n d e r  
s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t h e r a p i s t  c a n  d e s i g n a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  or e x e r c i s e s  
to b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n .  T h e  t h e r a p i s t ,  however, w i l l  
h a v e  e v a l u a t e d  the child, o u t l i n e d  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  p r o v i d e d  t r a i n­
ing to t h e  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r .  T h e  p e r s o n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  the c h i l d  on 
a d a y  to d a y  b a s i s  m a y  n o t  c a l l  h i m s e l f  an o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  
n o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  g i v e n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  is n o w  
in e f f e c t  in m a n y  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  of A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  a g e n c i e s  p r o­
v i d i n g  c o n t r a c t  t h e r a p i s t s  to t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  D O E  b i l l ,  
h o w e v e r ,  o p e n s  u p  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of h a v i n g  u n t r a i n e d  a n d  u n s u p e r­
v i s e d  p e r s o n n e l  o p e r a t i n g  in the c a p a c i t y  of an  O.T. w h e n  t h e y  
h a v e  n o  k n o w l e d g e  of e i t h e r  the s c o p e  of O.T. or the a p p r o p r i a t e  
t r e a t m e n t  or p r e c a u t i o n s  for an i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t .  T h i s ,  i n d e e d ,  
w o u l d  s a v e  the s c h o o l s  m o n e y ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  it would^ if h a s  the a b i l i t y  
to b e c o m e  a w i d e s p r e a d  p r a c t i c e .

If t i m e  a l l o w e d ,  the h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  of d a m a g e  d o n e  to c h i l d r e n  by  
u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  w o u l d  be t h e  m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  
H B  368. F o r  now, d u e  to the u r g e n c y  of the s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r



b y  w h i c h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  h a s  c h o s e n  to t r i m  t h e i r  c o s t s  
at t h e  e x p e n s e  of a p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  the c h i l d r e n  of the s t a t e  of 
A l a s k a ,  I w o u l d  a s k  y o u  to use y o u r  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  y o u r  v o t e  to a s s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  h a r m f u l  l e g i s l a t i o n  is c a r e f u l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  
d e f e a t e d .  Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  oi t h i s  b i l l  is g r e a t l y  n e e d e d  a n d  
a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e b o r a h  J. A n d e r s o n ,  O T R  
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t
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POSITION PAPER 
HOUSE BILL NO. 368

"An Act exempting certain persons from the requirement to be licensed as 
an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant; and provid­
ing for an effective date." •

EFFECT OF BILL
This bill would exempt government employees and educational institution 
employees who provide occupational therapy services from the licensing 
requirement in Chapter 2, FSSLA 1987.

DISCUSSION
Such an exemption is necessary because many activities falling under the 
overly broad definition of "occupational therapy" in Chapter 2 are 
performed by personnel who have no formal occupational therapy training. 
If licensed personnel were required for these activities, many of the 
services would not be performed. Occupational therapists with formal 
training are in short supply. The most efficient way to provide the 
services is to use other personnel for provision of the less complex 
activities falling under the definition of "occupational therapy" in 
Chapter 2, FSSLA 1987. Without the exemption contained in this bill, 
that would not be possiblb. *

RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Health and Social Services supports the passage of HB 
368.

Date:

Approved by: ajl

Myra MV Munson, Commissione

X i  t  M X
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Beth Hansen. LPT Denicc A.B. McPherson, LPT

789-4880

i-ebruarv IV, ! Vd8

Kep. Pave OanJev, i hairman 

H o u s e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
P . U. B o n V
•.Juneau, Alaska VVfcf.ll

Dear Representative Uumey.

i would like to express mv concern reoardino MB 368. ibis bi)1 proposes 
that occupacionat therapy done in the school svstem be oona by a non- 
ncensed person. The requirements o+ licensina are not at all exclusive; 
so there is no rational reason whv anv Occupational Fherapist would avoid 
the process. Iherefore, the intent of this leqislation is to allow 
untrained persons to per+orm therapy skills. I here is only one reason 
to explain this move: savinq money by havino therapy performed by
nonqualified persons.

1 he duties required of the fhysicai Iherapists and Occupational Iherapists 
in the school system o+ten involve severJy hanciicapped children. The 
skills used in this type o+ treatment are now beinq recoqnized as a 
sub-speclalitv in both professions.

I am an orthopedical1v oriented Physical Iherapist and have practiced 
therapy in the hospital and clinical setting lor 12 years. lo convert to 
the practice of neuroloqical1y involved pediatrics would involve at least 
a year of education to upqrade mv skills in that area.

1 would hate to think of these special children beinq qiven tess than 
adequate treatment by an unskilled person. 1 am concerned i-or the parents 
who will think that their children are being treated bv a proiessional.

J also recommend that the legislature be sure that this would not be a 
violation o+ the f-ederai qovernment requirement in public law V4-J42.

beth Hansen:, LPI

UH: J w

9211 Lee Smith Drive • Juneau. Alaska 99801



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v e  Donley/ C h a i r m a n  /<0A
L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  . < V
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ~C/i
P.O. B O X  V  &
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9801 9 . '<J

% .
D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Donley:

AkOTA Alaska Occupational Therapy Association
3605 Arctic Blvd. #1616, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

(907) 345-0034

F e b r u a r y  2, 1988

T h e  A l a s k a  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  is s t r o n g l y  
o p p o s e d  to p a s s a g e  of H B  368. T h i s  bi l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  
s c h o o l s  and g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s ,  to e m p l o y  p e r s o n s  to 
p e r f o r m  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  m e e t i n g  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  the p r a c t i c e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  as 
d e f i n e d  in A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s .

P a s s a g e  of  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  c o n s u m e r s  to r e c e i v e  
t r e a t m e n t  w h i c h  is s u b s t a n d a r d  and h a r m f u l .  C o n s u m e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  h a n d i c a p p e d  s t u d e n t s ,  p s y c h i a t r i c  p a t i e n t s ,  and 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s ,  in A l a s k a  d o  n o t  d e s e r v e  
le s s  t h a n  q u a l i f i e d  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s .

T o  a l l o w  u n t r a i n e d ,  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  to s a y  t h e y  are 
d e l i v e r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  is c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a .

P l e a s e ,  c o n s i d e r  the e f f e c t  the p a s s a g e  of th i s  b i l l  w o u l d  
h a v e  o n  the h e a l t h  ca r e  c o n s u m e r s  in A l a s k a .

T h e  A l a s k a  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  is e a g e r  to 
a s s i s t  t h e  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
E d u c a t i o n  o r  the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the 
p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t  of this bill. W e  are a l s o  w i l l i n g  to a s s i s t  
w i t h  a n y  p o t e n t i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in the p r a c t i c e  of 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y .  H o u s e  B i l l  368 m u s t  n o t  be  s u p p o r t e d  
b e c a u s e  it w o u l d  a l l o w  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  to d e l i v e r  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s .

, O T R
P r e s i d e n t ,  A k . O . T . A .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r y  M e l i s s a  R o b i n s o n



CAROL J. LAURION ■ - 3632 E ^Oth #E301 
Anchorage, AK 9950*f

February 9» 1988

Labor & Commerce Committee Members 
PO Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Labor & Commerce Committee Member

c >
I am writing: to you for my concerns of HB 388 introduced by Governor Cowper 
to exempt government units and educational institutions from occupational 
therapy licensure. Passage of this bill would mean occupational therapists 
and certified occupational therapy assistants working for school districts 
and state agencies would not have to be qualified or meet the qualifications 
for licensure.

I work at Alaska Psychiatric Institute with many chronic and acutely ill 
schizophrenic patient.c. These patients don't usually have the abilities 
to distinguish whether -v therapist is qualified or not. Even is they did 
several are committed and they don't usually have a choice of leaving API 
to seek a more qualified therapist.

Before API, I worked at Hope Cottages with the same children who receive 
occupational therapy in the schools. I was often called upon to consult 
and teach caregivers on how to feed a profoundly retarded, multiply handi­
capped child who couldn't swallow properly and choked on each bite of food 
that was given him. I ask you - can this child distinguish between a 
qualified and unqualified occupational therapist? Can he choose who will 
give advice on how he's to be fed? Passage of HB 368 would allow consumers 
of governmental and educational units to receive substandard service. Is 
this the pride we take in our State services?

The Department of Education has voiced many concerns that the occupational 
therapy licensure law prohibits any person who may be involved in any 
aspect of the occupational therapy definition from performing their work.
The Alaska Occupational Therapy Association believes the purpose of the law 
is not to limit qualified professionals from practicing what they are 
qualified to practice as long as it is not represented as occupational 
therapy. Any clarification of this law could have been appropriately 
hsjdeled with regulations. There are several alternatives that cculd have 
h=ndeled the Department of Education's concerns, Yet, Governor Cowper 
chose to introduce HB 368 and attach governmental units to the Educational 
Department's concerns for no apparent reason. I ask you who must know him 
better than I... I ask you - Why? Why would he choose to introduce a bill 
that would be so detrimental to the needy people of this State? Why?

The Alaska Occupational Therapy Association has chosen to take a stance of 
proposing alternative language to HB 368 that will allow teachers and 
teacher aides to develop daily living, play, leisure, social, and develop­
mental skills as long as such a person does not represent themselves as an 
occupational therapist.



HB 368
I ask you to send a message to the needy people of this State and send a 
message to Governor Cowper by adopting the Alaska Occupational Therapy 
Association's language to HB 368 and encouraging your collages to do the 
same.

Sincerely,

C  1 i L '

Carol J. Laurion, OTR 
Occupational Therapist Registered

cc: Alaska Occupational Therapy Association
ASK
Mental Health Consumers of Alaska 
Alliance for the Mentally 111
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M a r c h  2, 1988

Ms. D e b o r a h  J. A n d e r s o n ,  O T R  
81 5 9  E r i n
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

D e a r  Ms. A n d e r s o n :

%  %

I a m  f o r w a r d i n g  a c o p y  o f  y o u r  l e t t e r  of  J a n u a r y  24 r e g a r d i n g  
H B  368 t o  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  Chair, Rep. 
D a v e  D o n l e y .  T h e  b i l l  r e m a i n s  in  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  is n o t  
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  a h e a r i n g .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Rep. D o n l e y ' s  s t a f f  
t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a n u m b e r  o f  l e t t e r s  in r e g a r d  to  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  I f  t h e  b i l l  is h e a r d  a n d  p a s s e s  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  it w i l l  t h e n  c o m e  t o  t h e  H o u s e  
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e .

A s  it is t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  
b i l l  h a s  n o t  y e t  h a d  a h e a r i n g  in its f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  of 
r e f e r r a l ,  it  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  p r i o r i t y  s t a t u s  a n d  
c h a n c e s  o f  its p a s s a g e  t h i s  s e s s i o n  s e e m  s l i g h t .  Y o u  o n g o i n g  
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  v i g i l a n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is w a r r a n t e d  u n t i l  M a y  9.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h i s / m a t t e r  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n .

Sincere



J a n u a r y  24, 19 8 8

8 1 5 9  E r i n
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801 

R e f e r e n c e :  H B  368

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  N i i l e  K a p o n e n  
C o - C h a i r m a n ,  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  

W e l f a r e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  - 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 811

D e a r  Mr. Kaponen:-

I am a R e g i s t e r e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t .  T h i s  m e a n s  that I have 
c o m p l e t e d  a B a c h e l o r  of S c i e n c e  D e g r e e  in O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  
f r o m  a U n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the A m e r i c a n  
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  the C o u n c i l  o n  M e d i c a l  E d u c a­
tio n  of the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and h a v e  p a s s e d  the 
A O T A  R e g i s t r a t i o n  E x a m i n a t i o n  c o v e r i n g  all a r e a s  of O.T. p r a c t i c e .
M y  c o u r s e  of s t u d y  in  c o l l e g e  w a s  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  O.T. theory, 
n e u r o l o g y ,  a n a t o m y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  p a t h o l o g y ,  k i n e s i o l o g y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  
a n d  t r e a t m e n t  m e d i a  c o u r s e s .  In a d d i t i o n  to c o u r s e  w o r k  I c o m p l e t e d  
a s e r i e s  of f u l l - t i m e  c l i n i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  c o n s i s t i n g  of two m o n t h s  
t r a i n i n g  in p e d i a t r i c s  at C h i l d r e n s  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  in T u l s a ,  O k l a h o m a ,  
t h r e e  m o n t h s  a t  t h e  A r i z o n a  S t a t e  P s y c h i a t r i c  H o s p i t a l  in P h o e n i x ,  
two m o n t h s  in g e n e r a l  m e d i c i n e  at the V e t e r a n ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  H o s­
pi t a l  in H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s ,  a n d  t h r e e  m o n t h s  in p h y s i c a l  m e d i c i n e  and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a t  t h e  V A ' s  e a s t  c o a s t  s p i n a l  c o r d  i n j u r y  c e n t e r  in 
the Br o n x ,  N e w  Y o r k .

I h a v e  h a d  t w e l v e  y e a r s  of e m p l o y m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  the p o s i t i o n  
of R e g i s t e r e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i v e  y e a r s  in D a y  
T r e a t m e n t  C e n t e r s  f o r  m u l t i - h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n ,  o n e  as a c o n t r a c t  
t h e r a p i s t  for t h e  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  to the L o w e r  
K u s k o q u i m  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  and am c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  as an O.T. for 
the J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  I f e e l  t h a t  m y  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  
has b e e n  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  v i t a l  to m y  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .  M y  k n o w l e d g e  
not o n l y  i n c l u d e s  m e t h o d s  for t r e a t i n g  v a r i o u s  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  b u t  
e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  an  a w a r e n e s s  of p r a c t i c e s  to b e  a v o i d e d .

A s  an O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t  for the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  I a d m i n i s t e r  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  a n d  use c l i n i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a 
s t u d e n t ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g .  I p r e­
pare g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s  for the s t u d e n t  w h i c h  b e c o m e  a p a r t  of 
the i n d i v i d u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  plan, or IEP. I c o n s u l t  w i t h  c l a s s r o o m  
and r e s o u r c e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  
p e r s o n n e l  for the c o o r d i n a t i o n  of the s t u d e n t ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  I p r e­
pare i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s ,  m a i n t a i n  p r o g r e s s  no t e s ,  c o m p l e t e  a n n u a l  r e­
vie w s  a n d  r e e v a l u a t i o n s  for c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s .  I g o  to



f o u r  s c h o o l s  in the d i s t r i c t  - t w o  a day, see a d i f f e r e n t  c h i l d  
e a c h  h a l f  hour, a n d  m a k e  e q u i p m e n t  a v a i l a b l e  to c a r r y  o u t  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i v i t y  or e x e r c i s e  f o r  e a c h  child. If it w e r e  n o t  
for m y  t r a i n i n g  as a n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t  p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d y  
in t h e  a r e a s  of p r a c t i c e  e n c o u n t e r e d  in the s c h o o l  p o p u l a t i o n  and 
k e e p i n g  a b r e a s t  of O . T .  issues, I w o u l d  n o t  be a b l e  to d o  m y  job.

D u r i n g  t h e  la s t  s e s s i o n  of the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  an A c t  w a s  p a s s e d  
w h i c h  c r e a t e d  a l i c e n s u r e  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  b o a r d  f o r  O c c u p a t i o n a l  and 
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s .  I h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h  the n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  to 
b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  act.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  n o w  t a k e n  
it u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  w r i t e  a b i l l  a n d  has b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  in h a v i n g  
it i n t r o d u c e d  by  t h e  G o v e n o r ' s  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  in t o  the H o u s e  of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  as H B  368. A l t h o u g h  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  is l e s s  t h a n  two 
p a g e s  in leng t h ,  it i n  e f f e c t  w a i v e s  a l l  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  u s e d  to 
d e s i g n a t e  a n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t  as o u t l i n e d  in the O c c u p a t i o n a l  
T h e r a p y  L i c e n s u r e  Bill, f r o m  a p p l y i n g  to the s c h o o l s .  By thei.r 
a c t i o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  f e l t  t h a t  they c o u l d  s a v e  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of m o n e y  a n d  s t i l l  be i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h * F e d e r a l  G u i d e­
lin e s  if t h e y  g o t  a l a w  p a s s e d  t h a t  m a d e  it l e gal to a l l o w  a n y  
s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e  to p r o v i d e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  
d a n g e r s  i n h e r e n t  in t h i s  t a c t i c  a r e  d a m a g i n g  b o t h  to the c h i l d r e n  
s e r v i c e d  a n d  to the o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  p r o f e s s i o n .

HB  363 as w r i t t e n  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  is n o t  o n l y  d a n g e r­
ous, i t  is u n n e c e s s a r y .  I t  w a s  i n  p a r t  c r e a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
m i n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of F e d e r a l  L a w s  a n d  the O T  L i c e n s u r e  A c t ,  as w e l l  
as a l a c k  o f  k n o w l e d g e  of a c c e p t e d  p r a c t i c e s  in o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h e  
A m e r i c a n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  long r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  r u r a l  a r e a s  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  are in n e e d  of O . T .  s e r v i c e s  
bu t  w h e r e  a r e g i s t e r e d  O . T .  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  on site, a n d  t h a t  u n d e r  
s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t h e r a p i s t  c a n  d e s i g n a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  or  e x e r c i s e s  
to b e  c a r r i e d  out b y  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n .  T h e  t h e r a p i s t ,  however, w i l l  
h a v e  e v a l u a t e d  the c h i l d ,  o u t l i n e d  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  and p r o v i d e d  t r a i n­
ing to t h e  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r .  T h e  p e r s o n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d  on 
a d a y  to d a y  b a s i s  m a y  n o t  ca l l  h i m s e l f  an o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  
n o r  the s e r v i c e s  giver, o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  is n o w  
in e f f e c t  in m a n y  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  of A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  a g e n c i e s  p r o­
v i d i n g  c o n t r a c t  t h e r a p i s t s  to t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  D O E  b ill, 
h o w e v e r ,  o p e n s  u p  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of h a v i n g  u n t r a i n e d  a n d  u n s u p e r­
v i s e d  p e r s o n n e l  o p e r a t i n g  in the c a p a c i t y  of an O.T. w h e n  t h e y  
h a v e  n o  k n o w l e d g e  of e i t h e r  the s c o p e  of O.T. or the a p p r o p r i a t e  
t r e a t m e n t  o r  p r e c a u t i o n s  f o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  s tudent. T h i s ,  i n d e e d ,  
w o u l d  s a v e  t h e  s c h o o l s  m o n e y ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  it w o u l d  it h a s  the a b i l i t y  
to b e c o m e  a w i d e s p r e a d  p r a c t i c e .

If t i m e  a l l o w e d ,  the h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  of d a m a g e  done to c h i l d r e n  by 
u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  w o u l d  be the m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  
H B  368. F o r  now, due t o  the u r g e n c y  of the s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r



b y  w h i c h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  h a s  c h o s e n  to trim t h e i r  c o s t s  
at t h e  e x p e n s e  of a p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of the s t a t e  of 
A l a s k a ,  I w o u l d  ask y o u  tc u s e  y o u r  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  y o u r  v o t e  to a s s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  h a r m f u l  l e g i s l a t i o n  is c a r e f u l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and h o p e f u l l y  
d e f e a t e d .  Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  b i l l  is g r e a t l y  n e e d e d  and 
a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

sj■ , C7~̂

D e b o r a h  J. A n d e r s o n ,  O T R  
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t



Alaska Occupational Therapy Association
3605 Arctic Blvd. #161-5, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

(907) 345-0034

March 24, 1988

Labor & Commerce Committee 
Dave Donley, Chair 
House of Representatives 
Room 17, Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Members of the Labor & Commerce Committee:

The Alaska Occupational Therapy Association will favor passage of 
CS HB 368 only if there I? an ammondmcnt to pe.ge 2 H u e s  9 and 1U.
The ammendment would be practice occupational therapy (provide 
independent or unsupervised occupational therapy services.)

i
It is essential that the statute be clear and that the public not 
be misled about services which are called occupational therapy.

The Association believes that if CS HB 368 io ammendod a$ indicated, 
tne two areas of concern about the occupational therapy licensing act 
will be covered. It will clarify that schools can continue to utilize 
programs written by licensed occuaptional therapists and carried out 
by teachers and aides; it will clarify the use of activities within 
the definition of occupational therapy when carried out by other 
professionals as within the law; and it will continue to protect the 
Alaskan public by identifying those qualified to practice occupational 
therapy.

Thank you for your c o n c e r n  and interest in providing Alaskans with 
services by qualified occupational therapists.

Qa&L-c

Mary Melissa Robinson, OTR/L 
President, Ak.O.T.A.



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J O N E A U

J a n u a r y  18, 1988

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of art. Ill, sec. 18, of  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n­
st i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  l i c e n s­
in g  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  a s­
s i s t a n t s .  It w o u l d  e x e m p t  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h e  n e w  o c­
c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 5 0 .  
I t  w o u l d  a l s o  e x e m p t  t h o s e  s a m e  p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  
a p p l i c a b l e  to t h o s e  " h o l d i n g  ou t "  as o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  
o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s .

S e c t i o n s  1 a n d  2 o f  the b i l l  e x c l u d e  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  e x e m p t  
f r o m  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  
sec. 3 o f  t h e  b i l l  f r o m  the m i s d e m e a n o r  p e n a l t i e s  o t h e r w i s e  
a p p l i c a b l e  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 3 0 ( c )  a n d  (d) t o  p e r s o n s  h o l d i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  o r  p r a c t i c i n g  as o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s .  T h e s e  s p e c i f i c  e x c l u s i o n s  
f r o m  t h e  " h o l d i n g  o u t "  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 3 0 ( c )  
a n d  (d) , arc n e e d e d  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  a i m e d  at  
a n y  u n l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n  w h o  " d i r e c t l y  o r  b y  i m p l i c a t i o n "  h o l d s  
o u t  as a l i c e n s e e .  A  p e r s o n  p r a c t i c i n g  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  
i n  a s c h o o l  s e t t i n g  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  " h o l d i n g  
o u t  b y  i m p l i c a t i o n "  as a l i c e n s e d  t h e r a p i s t  o r  t h e r a p y  a s­
s i s t a n t  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  p e r s o n  is e x e m p t e d  f r o m  t h e  l i c e n s­
in g  r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  sec. 3 o f  the b i l l .  T h e  e x e m p t i o n s  
a r e  n o t  b r o a d  e n o u g h ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  e x e m p t  a p e r s o n  w h o  " h o l d s  
out" t o  t h e  p u b l i c  as a l i c e n s e d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  or 
t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s a l a r y  
t h e  p e r s o n  r e c e i v e s  f r o m  h i s  o r  h e r  s t a t e  o r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
e m p l o y e r .

S e c t i o n  3 o f  t h e  b i l l  a d d s  to  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  are e x­
e m p t  f r o m  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 5 0 ,  a p e r­
so n  e m p l o y e d  b y  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t  o r  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i­
t u t i o n  w h o  is r e q u i r e d  to e n g a g e  in s o m e  p h a s e  o f  o c c u p a­
t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  w o r k ,  so l o n g  as t h e  p e r s o n  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  to 
r e n d e r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  to t h e  p u b l i c  for c o m­
p e n s a t i o n  in a d d i t i o n  to t h e  s a l a r y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h i s  or  h e r  
e m p l o y e r .



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  P a g e  2

S e c t i o n  4 o f  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  r e l i e f  as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e  t o  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  a r e  n o w  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  
ch. 2, F S S L A  1987, to  h i r e  l i c e n s e d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  
a n d  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  p e r f o r m  w o r k  t h a t  w a s  f o r m e r l y  
p e r f o r m e d  b y  u n l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n n e l .
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St. Jude Center, Inc.
Day Care 

Respite Care 
Special Programs

Therapy
Education

3272 HOSPITAL DRIVE JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 

(907) 586-2624 586-2627

March 22, 1988

Representative Dave Donley
Chairman, House Labor and Commerce Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Donely:

As a facility that uses the services of an Occupational Therapist to 
provide services to developmentally disabled children in our preschool 
special education program, I feel it very important that those services are 
prescribed and delivered by licensed occupational therapists.

House Bill 368 that would provide for school districts and other 
governmental units to develop programs and deliver services seems to 
open door for the possibility that unqualified persons could in fact 
practice occupational therapy. For that reason alone I would urge your 
support in either the modification or defeat of this bill in its present 
form.

A Non-Profit Corporation Serving Children with Special Needs.



H o u s e  L a b o r  &  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P.O. Sox \>

J u n e a u ,  AK. , 99811

e a r  C o m m  i 11ee M e m b e r

I am w r i t i n g  in r e g a r d s  to 
ther ap ist a n d  a m  c o n c e r n e d  that

I a m  a n o c c u p a t i o n a 1 
as wri t ten w i 11

e s s e n t i a l  1 y null it >' the Oc c u p a  t i on a 1 T h  e r ap y L i c e n s i n g  bill 

e n a c t e d  1 ast s e s s  i o n . T h i s  bill w  ill e x e m p t  all o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  w o r k i n g  in the scho o l  s y s t e m  or a n y  g o v e r n m e n t a l  
a g e n c y  f r o m  b e i n g  l i c e n s e d .  O v e r  ha 1f the t h e r a p i s t s  in the 
s t a t e  w o r k  in t h ese a g e n c i e s .  Out of the t o u r  t h e r a p i s t s  
c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  in J u n e a u ,  I w o u l d  be the o n l y  one 
1 ic e n s e d .  I w o u l d  be the o n l y  one r e q u i r e d  to be p r o p e r l y  
e d u c a t e d  in th i s  f i e l d  a n d  to p a s s  a n a t i o n a l  test. O n l y  the 
a d u l t s  in m y  c i t y  w o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  h a v i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  
are not p r o p e r l y  q u a l i f i e d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  them. T h i s b i 1 1 as- 
w o r d e d  w o u l d  leave m o s t  of the c h i l d r e n  in the s t a t e  
u n p r o t e c t e d .

La s t  s e s s i o n  the l e g i s l a t u r e  of b o t h  h o u s e s  w e n t  to 
g r e a t  l e n g t h s  to p r o v i d e  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  for all a 1 a s k a n s  
e v e n  to the e x t e n t  of o v e r r i d i n g  the g o v e r n o r ' s  v e t o .  P l e a s e  
do not let HB 3 6 8  null ify y o u r  g o o d  w o r k .

i n c e r e 1

Ann Ma11 son GTR/L



To: Dave Donley,
Labor and Commerce Committee Chairman 
P.O. box V
Junecu, Alaska 99811

From: Robin Lampman, Legislative Co-Chairperson,
Alaska Occupational Therapy Association 
Work Address:
St. Jude Center, Inc.
3272 Hospital Drive 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
586-2624 W* or 780-6082 H*

D ate : 3 -2 1 -8 8

It has come to my attention 11 be heard, on
3-22-88, by your committee. This bill exempts from the requirements of 
licensure any person “employed by a govermental unit or an educational 
institution and is required to engage in some phase of work of an 
occupational therapy nature in the course of the person's employment, and 
does not render occupational therapy services to the public for 
compensation in addition to the salary the person receives from that 
employment."

Passage of this Bill would mean occupational therapists working for 
school districts and governmental units (includes state agencies such as 
Alaska Psychiatric Institute and Harborview and Infant Learning Programs) 
would not have to be qualified or meet the requirements for licensure.
I believe this would not be in the best interest of the consumers in this 
State and defeats the purpose of licensure as protecting them from 
unqualified persons attempting to practice occupational therapy.

I would like to provide you with some background information on the 
concept of licensure of occupational therapists as well as some details on 
The American Occupational Therapy Association and the professionals it 
represents. 1 believe that this information may help answer questions 
which are often raised by legislators when the subject of professional 
licensure is discussed.



Occupational therapists are health professionals who specialize in 
increasing the independence and productivity of people of all ages who are 
physically, psychologically, or developmentally disabled. They provide 
rehabilitative services in acute general hospitals, long-term care 
facilities, community mental health centers, mental retardation centers, 
Dsychiatric hospitals, rehabilitation centers, early childhood intervention 

■programs, end in private end public schools.

Over the years, The American Occupational Therapy Association has 
attempted to protect the public and guarantee the integrity of the 
profession through the development and maintenance-of standards of 
education, training, and practice. These standards underlie the 
certification process that the Association attempts to require of anyone 
who seeks to practice occupational therapy. For persons who choose to 
meet the requirements imposed by this form of credentialing, the system 
successfully promotes the provision of quality health care services. The 
problem arises with those individuals who choose not to participate.
Since this system of credentialing is a voluntary one, no effective 
enforcement procedures are available to prevent unqualified persons from 
attempting actual practice of occupational therapy, or to prohibit them 
from representing themselves as bona fide occupational therapists.

I consider individuals with little or no training in the profession that 
have represented themselves as qualified occupational therapists are 
providing potential source of serious harm to individuals in need of 
occupational therapy services. To ensure greater protection for the 
consuming public, I actively support the House Bill 205, "An Act relating 
to regulation of the practice of occupational therapy and physical therapy; 
and providing for an effective date." If necessary, I also encourage and 
support an amendment to House Bill 368  to change the language, rather 
than exempting occupational therapists and occupational therapy 
assistants in educational institutions and governmental units from the 
requirements of licensure.

Thank you for your efforts in encouraging quality services for Alaskan
consumers. ^  ~

i\dbvYU 1 vtK.

Robin Lampman, OTR 
Occupational Therapy
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go0068hL

Utermohle
3/14/88

Original sponsor: Rules /Governor

IN THE HOUSE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 368 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act exempting certain persons from the require­

ment to be licensed as an occupational therapist or 

occupational therapy assistant; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.84.150(b) is amended to read:
I

(b) A  person may not practice occupational therapy without being j

!
licensed unless the person is ;

(1) a student in an accredited occupational therapy program 

or in a supervised field work program;

(2) a graduate of a foreign school of occupational therapy 

fulfilling the internship requirement of AS 08.84.032, and then only 

unless under the continuous direction and immediate supervision of an 

occupational therapist;

(3) an occupational therapist or occupational therapy 

assistant employed by the United States Government while in the dis­

charge of official duties; [OR]

(4) granted a limited permit under AS 08.84.075j_

(5) licensed under this title and uses occupational therapy 

skills in the practice of the profession for which the license is 

issued; or

(6) employed as a teacher or teacher's aide by an educa­

tional institution and is required to use occupational therapy skills 

during the course of employment, if

-1- • CSHB 368( )
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(A) the occupational therapy skills are used under a 

program implemented by the employer and developed in consultation 

with a licensed occupational therapist;

(B) the employer maintains direct supervision of the 

person's use of occupational therapy skills; and

(C) the person does not represent to be an occ u p a­

tional therapist or occupational therapy a s s i s t a n t .

* Sec. 2. AS 08.84.190(3) is amended to read:

(3) "occupational therapy" m e a n s , for compensation, the use 

of purposeful activity, evaluation, treatment, and consultation with 

human beings whose ability to cope with the tasks of daily living are 

threatened with, or impaired by developmental deficits, learning 

disabilities, aging, poverty, cultural differences, physical injury or 

illness, or psychological and social disabilities to maximize indepen­

dence, prevent disability, and maintain health; "occupational therapy" 

includes

(A) developing daily living, play, leisure, social, 

and developmental skills;

(B) facilitating perceptual-motor and sensory inte­

grative functioning;

(C) enhancing functional performance, prevocational 

skills, and work capabilities using specifically designed exer­

cises, therapeutic activities and measure, manual intervention, 

and appliances;

(D) design, fabrication, and application of splints or 

selective adaptive equipment;

(E) administering and interpreting standardized and 

nonstandardized assessments, including sensory, manual muscle, 

and range of motion assessments, necessary for planning effective

CSHB 368( ) -2-
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t r e a t m e n t ;  a n d

(F) adapting environments for the disabled;

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a kes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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BY THE LABOR AND
IN THE HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 368 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA'

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act exempting certain persons from the require­

ment to be licensed as an occupational therapist or 

occupational therapy assistant; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.84.150(b) is amended to read:

(b) A person may not practice occupational therapy without being 

licensed unless the person is

(1) a student in an accredited occupational therapy program 

or in a supervised field work program;

(2) a graduate of a foreign school of occupational therapy 

fulfilling the internship requirement of AS 03.84.032, and then only 

unless under the continuous direction and immediate supervision of an 

occupational therapist;

(3) an occupational therapist or occupational therapy 

assistant employed by the United States Government while in the dis­

charge of official duties; [OR]

(4) granted a limited permit under AS 08.84.075j_

(5) licensed under this title and uses occupational therapy 

skills in the practice of the profession for which the license is 

issued; or

(6) employed as a teacher or teacher's aide by an educa­

tional institution and is required to use occupational therapy skills 

during the course of emplovmer.t, if

- 1 - CSHB 3 6 8 (L&C)
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(A) the occupational therapy skills are used under a 

program implemented by the employer and developed by a licensed 

occupational therapist;

(B) the employer maintains direct supervision of the 

person's use of occupational therapy skills; and

(C) the person does not represent to

(i) be an occupational therapist or occupational

therapy assistant; and

(ii) provide independent or unsupervised occupa­

tional therapy s e r v i c e s .

* Sec. 2. AS 08.84.190(3) is amended t- reaa.-

(3) "occupational therapy" sr-> a s , for compensation, the use 

of purposeful activity, evaluation, treatment, and consultation with 

human beings whose ability to cope with the tasks of daily living are

threatened with, or impaired by developmental deficits, learning

disabilities, aging, poverty, cultural differences, physical injury or 

illness, or psychological and social disabilities to maximize indepen­

dence, prevent disability, and maintain health; "occupational therapy" 

includes

(A) developing daily living, play, leisure, social, 

and developmental s k i l l s ;

(B) facilitating perceptual-motor and sensory inte­

grative functioning;

(C) enhancing functional performance, prevocational 

skills, and work capabilities using specifically designed exer­

cises, therapeutic activities and measure, manual intervention, 

and appliances;

(D) design, fabrication, and application of splints or 

selective adaptive equipment;

CSHB 3 6 8 (L&C) -2-
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(E) administering and interpreting standardized and 

nonstandardized assessments, including sensory, manual muscle, 

and range of motion assessments, necessary for planning effective 

treatment; and

(F) adapting environments for the disabled;

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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Original sponsor: Rules /Governo'

go0068hX

U t e r m o h l e
3/25/88

BY THE LABOR AND
IN THE HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 368 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act: entitled: "An Act exempting certain persons from the require­

ment to be licensed as an occupational therapist or 

occupational therapy assistant; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.84.150(b) is amended to read:

(b) A person may not practice occupational therapy without being 

licensed unless the person is

(1) a student in an accredited occupational therapy program 

or in a supervised field work program;

(2) a graduate of a foreign school of occupational therapy 

fulfilling the internship requirement of AS 08.84.032, and then only 

unless under the continuous direction and immediate supervision of an 

occupational therapist;

(3) an occupational therapist or occupational therapy 

assistant employed by the United States Government while in the dis­

charge of official duties; [OR]

(4) granted a limited permit under AS 08.84.075j_

(5) licensed under this title and uses occupational therapy

skills in the practice of the profession for which the license is

issued; or

(6) employed as a teacher or teacher's aide by an educa­

tional institution and is required to use occupational therapy skills

durine the course of emolovment, if

- 1 - CSHB 3 6 8 (L&C)
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(A) the occupational therapy skills are used under a 

program implemented by the employer and developed by a licensed 

occupational therapist;

(B) the employer maintains direct supervision of the 

person's use of occupational therapy skills; and

(C) the person does not represent to

(i) be an occupational therapist or occupational 

therapy assistant; and

(ii) practice occupational t h e r a p y .

* Sec. 2. AS 08.84.190(3) is amended to read:

(3) "occupational therapy" m e a n s , for compensation, the use 

of purposeful activity, evaluation, treatment, and consultation with 

human beings whose ability to cope with the tasks of daily living are 

threatened with, or impaired by developmental deficits, learning 

disabilities, aging, poverty, cultural differences, physical injury or 

illness, or psychological and social disabilities to maximize indepen­

dence, prevent disability, and maintain health; "occupational therapy" 

includes

(A) developing daily living, plav, leisure, social, 

and developmental skills;

(B) facilitating perceptual-motor and sensory inte­

grative functioning;

(C) enhancing functional performance, prevocational 

skills, and work capabilities using specifically designed exer­

cises, therapeutic activities and measure, manual intervention, 

and appliances;

(D) design, fabrication, and application of splints or 

selective adaptive equipment;

(E) administering and interpreting standardized and

3 6 8 (L&C) - 2 -



111 nonstandardized assessments, including sensory, manual muscle,

and range of motion assessments, necessary for planning effective 

treatment; and

(F) a d a p t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s  for the d i s a b l e d ;

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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