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TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i d  D o n l e y ,  C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a t

S U B J E C T :  H o u s e  B i l l  22, H a z a r d o u s  P h y s i c a l ' A g e n t s  i n  t h e  W o r k p l a c e

A s  y o u  k n o w  D a v e ,  I h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  H B  22, r e l a t i n g  t o  h a z a r d o u s  
p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .  T h e  S p e a k e r  h a s  r e f e r r e d  t h i s  
p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I w o u l d  g r e a t l y  
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  a h e a r i n g  b y  y o u r  
c o m m i t t e e  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

H o u s e  B i l l  22 i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  a b i l l  I i n t r o d u c e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n  
(HB 319) a m e n d i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  " W o r k e r  R i g h t  t o  K n o w "  law. T h i s  
p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  a d d  t e n  (10) s p e c i f i c  " p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s "  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  h a z a r d o u s  a n d  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s  o f  w h i c h  
e m p l o y e r s  m u s t  i n f o r m  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s  i f  t h e y  m i g h t  e n c o u n t e r  t h e s  
s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  w o r k p l a c e .

T h e s e  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s  i n c l u d e  m i c r o w a v e  r a d i a t i o n ,  e x t r e m e  h e a t ,  
n o i s e ,  a n d  h a r m f u l  u l t r a v i o l e t  r a y s .  T h e  k n o w n  h a z a r d s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e s e  a g e n t s  a ~ e  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  i n  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  " T h r e s h o l d  
L i m i t  V a l u e s  f o r  C h e m i c a l  S u b s t a n c e s  a n d  P h y s i c a l  A g e n t s  i n  t h e  W o r k  
E n v i r o n m e n t "  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  G o v e r n m e n t a l  
I n d u s t r i a l  H y g i e n i s t s .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  h a z a r d o u s  a g e n t s  
n e e d e d  b y  e m p l o y e r s  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  L a b o r .

A s  y o u  m a y  k n o w ,  l a s t  s e s s i o n  t h e  b i l l  r e c e i v e d  w i d e  s u p p o r t  a t  
h e a r i n g s  i n  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e ,  H E S S ,  a n d  F i n a n c e  
C o m m i t t e e s  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  b y  a v o t e  o f  34 t o  4. T h e  S e n a t e  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  
s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  Y o u  m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  k n o w  t h a t  n o  
f o r m a l  o p p o s i t i o n  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  t o  t h e  b i l l  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  H o u s e  o r  
t h e  S e n a t e .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  m e a s u r e  i t  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  
m a n y  b i l l s  t h a t  d i e d  i n  t h o  S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  of 
t i m e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  s e s s i o n .
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T h i s  is a g o o d  b i l l  w h i c h  c a n  a d d  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  A l a s k a n  
w o r k e r s  w i t h  m i n i m a l  c o s t  a n d  e f f o r t  b y  e m p l o y e r s  o f  t h e  State. Last 
y e a r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  p r o v i d e d  a z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  a n d  I w o u l d  
e x p e c t  t h e  s a m e  o n  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  of 
H o u s e  B i l l  22 a n d  w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u  o r  y o u r  s t a f f  w i t h  
o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n  o n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  bill.

Y o u r  e a r l i e s t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  is a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h a n k  you.

E n c l o s u r e s



EXAMPLES OF IMPACTS RESULTING FROM EXPOSURE 
TO CERTAIN PHYSICAL AGENTS

P h y s i c a l  S t r e s s  O c c u p a t i o n  E x a m p l e s  E f f e c t s

Microwave Radiation Telecommunication s ta t io n  
employee

Superheated body core 
Questionable e f fec ts  include: 
cardiac arrythmia, c a ta ra c t s ,  
and psychoneurological 
dysfunction

Ionizing Radiation 
(x-rays)

Hospital employees 
Welders

Cancer of many kinds including: 
bone, lung, l i v e r ,  leukemia, 
chromosomal damage and repro­
ductive at-’en n a li t ie s

U ltrav io le t  Radiation Outdoor construction  work Skin cancer

Infrared  Radiation Welders 
Glass blowers

Flash bums to the re t in a ,  
ca ta rac ts

Lasers Hospital employees Eye damage and bums, blindness

Heat Stress Outdoor physical work Heat s troke ,  overheating of the 
body, extreme conditions may 
cause loss of consciousness 
and death

Cold Stress Oil f i e ld  service workers F ros tb ite ,  hypothermia, death

Noise Forest products 
(sawmill employees and 
loggers)

Deafness

Hand/Arm Vibration Construction workers 
Jackhamraer operators 
D r i l l  operators

"White finger" damage to nerve 
sensors that  regu la te  c i r c u la ­
tion causing a r t e r i a l  spasms, 
chronic lack of blood to mus­
cles causing muscle waste

Airborne Upper Sonic 
and Ultrasonic 
Acoustic Radiation

Major doses: 
as an in d u s tr ia l  cleaner 
( in d u s t r ia l  hygien is ts  are not 
aware of such an applica tion  in 
Alaska)

Deafness

R e p .  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
H o u s e  B i l l  22



S U M M A R Y  H O U S E  B I L L  22 
W O R K E R  R I G H T - T O - K N O W  T O  I N C L U D E  

H A Z A R D O U S  P H Y S I C A L  A G E N T S

Rep. Pat Pou rc ho t
January, 1987

H o u s e  B i l l  22 a m e n d s  t h e  " w o r k e r  r i g h t - t o - k n o w "  s t a t u t e s  t o  
i n c l u d e  " p h y s i c a l  a g e n t n "  w i t h  o t h e r  t o x i c  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  
s u b s t a n c e s  a b o u t  w h i c h  e m p l o y e r s  m u s t  i n f o r m  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s .

T h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  (AS 1 8 . 6 0 )  d i r e c t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  
t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  e m p l o y e r s  i n f o r m a t i o n  d a t a  s h e e t s  o n  h a z a r d o u s  a n d  
t o x i c  m a t e r i a l s  t o  w h i c h  e m p l o y e e s  m a y  b e  e x p o s e d  i n  t h e  
w o r k p l a c e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  is c o m p i l e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is 
t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  b y  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  i n c l u d e s :  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e ,  k n o w n  t h r e s h o l d  
l e v e l s  w h e r e  e f f e c t s  o c c u r ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e  
s u b s t a n c e s  a r e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a n d  p r a c t i c e s ,  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  
p r e v e n t a t i v e  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  w h i c h  
w i l l  r e d u c e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e .  
S a f e t y  t r a i n i n g  f o r  n e w  e m p l o y e e s  is a l s o  r e q u i r e d .

T h e  s a m e  n o t i c e  a n d  t r a i n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  h a z a r d o u s  a n d  t o x i c  
s u b s t a n c e s  w o u l d  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  " p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s "  u n d e r  H o u s e  B i l l  
22. P h y s i c a l  A g e n t s  a r e  o n l y  t h o s e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  G o v e r n m e n t a l  I n d u s t r i a l  H y g i e n i s t s  (ACGIH) a n d  
i n c l u d e :

I o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  ( x -rays)
H e a t  a n d  c o l d  s t r e s s  
I m p u l s i v e  a n d  i m p a c t  n o i s e  
R a d i o f r e q u e n c y ,  m i c r o w a v e ,  u l t r a v i o l e t ,  a n d  

i n f r a r e d  r a d i a t i o n  
L a s e r s

H a n d - a r m  v i b r a t i o n s

W i t h  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t s  c o u l d  b e  r e d u c e d  
in n u m b e r  a n d  s e v e r i t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a c c i d e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  
m i c r o w a v e  e x p o s u r e  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  a t  C l e a r  A i r  F o r c e  S t a t i o n  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  m a y  b e  a v o i d e d  i f  w o r k e r s  a r e  b e t t e r  i n f o r m e d  
o f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  b e  e x p o s e d  a n d  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  
o f  p r e v e n t a t i v e  a n d  s a f e t y  p r e c a u t i o n s .  M a n y  o c c u p a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  
rc-4'_ l y  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  e x p o s u r e  t o  d a n g e r o u s  l e v e l s  o f  p h y s i c a l  
a g e n t s .  W e l d e r s  a n d  p i p e  f i t t e r s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a r e  o f t e n  e x p o s e d  
t o  h a z a r d o u s  e x p o s u r e s  o f  i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  (x - r a y s )  w h e n  
e x a m i n i n g  w e l d s  a n d  j o i n t s .

I t  s h o u l d  b e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  o n l y  t h e  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s a f e t y  t r a i n i n g  b y  e m p l o y e r s .
I t  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  e m p l o y e r s  o r  e m p l o y e e s  i m p l e m e n t s  a n y  
s a f e t y  p r a c t i c e s  o r  m e a s u r e s .

I a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  f o r  t h e  b i l l  t o  b e  $0 b e c a u s e  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  e s s e n t i a l l y  w i l l  b e  e d i t i n g  e x i s t i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A C G I H ,  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  
D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l ,  a n d  t h e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .




