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HB 205

The b i l l  changes the  com pos ition  o f th e  S ta te  P h ys ic a l Therapy board 
by adding two new members to  re p re se n t the  O ccupa tiona l Therapy 
p ro fe s s io n  and amending the  name o f th e  boa rd .

A s ide from  combining the  two p ro fe s s io n s  w i th in  one board , l ic e n s in g  o f 
the  o ccupa tio n a l the rapy p ro fe s s io n  i s  expected to  c o s t $13 ,000 .00 .

B a s ic a lly ,  the $13,000.00 c o n s is ts  o f :

1) PERSONAL SERVICES: $8,700

.40% o f a d m in is tra t iv e  suppo rt co s ts
(.40% is  based on the  number o f  o c c u p a tio n a l th e ra p is ts  (100) 
d iv id e d  by the  t o t a l  number o f  d iv is io n  lic e n se e s  (27,049) which 
in c lu d e s  p h y s ic a l th e r a p is ts ) ;
1C% o f a L ice n s in g  Exam iner; and
5% o f an In v e s t ig a to r .

2) TRAVEL: $1,100

Costs f o r  two members to  a tte n d  one board m ee ting .

3) CONTRACTUAL: $3,100

-  P ro fe s s io n a l S e rv ices (exam) c o s ts ;
-  Communication c o s ts ;
-  A d v e r t is in g  and P r in t in g  c o s ts , e tc .

4) SUPPLIES: $ 100

TOTAL: $13,000

The o ccu pa tio n a l the rapy p ro fe s s io n  has expressed i t s  w il l in g n e s s  to  pay 
l ic e n s in g  fees necessary to  cover co s ts  a sso c ia te d  w ith  re g u la t in g  the 
p ro fe s s io n , and cos ts  a re  expected to  be covered by program re c e ip ts .  There­
fo r e ,  l ic e n s in g  fees w i l l  be e s ta b lis h e d  to  o f f s e t  the cos ts  o f re g u la t in g  
the  p ro fe s s io n .



HB 205: An Act relating to regulation of the practice of occupational
therapy and physical therapy; and providing an effective date.

HB 205 proposes to amend the composition of the State Physical Therapy 
Roard by adding the occupational therapy profession to the board and its 
licensing jurisdiction.

The bill basically conforms to guidelines of licensing legislation with 
the exception of Section 17, AS 08.84.150(b)(4). This provision exempts a 
practitioner from licensure if the individual practices occupational 
therapy in the state for 120 days or less in a calendar year. There is no 
way to track or ensure that an individual who claims exemption under this 
section is legitimately entitled to the exemption. This section would 
also defeat the purpose of licensing occupational therapists or assistants. 
The department suggests three possible alternatives to make this section 
enforceable:

1. establish a locum tenens permit provision for both the 
physical therapy and occupational therapy professions, 
similar to other licensed occupations (i.e., medical 
doctors). The permit would be valid for 120 days and 
requires applicants to possess a current license from another 
state, submit proof of national certification, hold a per­
sonal interview with a board member, and pay the required 
fees; or

2. specify the conditions under which a practitioner can 
practice in Alaska without obtaining licensure, such as to 
provide consulting services to licensed practitioners, or for 
educational purposes in conducting seminars, or for emergency 
purposes only; or

'•-T • i
3. delete the entire exemption and require all practitioners to

obtain an Alaska license.

The department was advised that there are approximately 100 occupational 
therapy practitioners in Alaska. The department was also advised of the 
profession's willingness to pay licensing fees necessary to cover costs 
associated with regulating the profession. Therefore, the department 
finds no reason why the profession should not be licensed. However, 
because of the uncertainty of the actual number of individuals that will 
seek licensure, and the need to depend ojj-4jcensing fees to cover costs of 
the function, the department maintain^a neutral position on HB 205 and 
strongly recommends that Section 17/6e amended/as xfetftioned above.

lony Smith, Comnvpss'ioner 
Department of Commerc/# Economic 

Development ^
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HB 205

The b i l l  changes the  com pos ition  o f th e  S ta te  P h y s ic a l Therapy board 
by add ing two new members to  re p re se n t the  O ccupa tiona l Therapy 
p ro fe s s io n  and amending the  name o f th e  board .

A s ide  from  combining the two p ro fe s s io n s  w i th in  one boa rd , l ic e n s in g  o f 
th e  o ccu p a tio n a l the rapy p ro fe s s io n  i s  expected to  co s t $13 ,000.00.

B a s ic a l ly ,  the  $13,000.00 c o n s is ts  o f :

1) PERSONAL SERVICES: $8,700

.40% o f a d m in is tra t iv e  suppo rt co s ts
(.40% is  based on the  number o f o c cu p a tio n a l th e ra p is ts  (100) 
d iv id e d  by the  t o t a l  number o f d iv is io n  lic e n se e s  (27 ,049) which 
in c lu d e s  p h y s ic a l th e r a p is ts ) ;
10% o f a L ic e n s in g  Exam iner; and
5% o f an In v e s t ig a to r .

2) TRAVEL: $1,100

Costs fo r  two members to  a tte n d  one board m ee ting .

3) CONTRACTUAL: $3,100

P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  ( e x a m )  c o s t s ;
-  Communication c o s ts ;
-  A d v e r t is in g  and P r in t in g  c o s ts , e tc .

4) SUPPLIES: $ 100

TOTAL: $13,000

T h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  p r o f e s s i o n  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  p a y  
l i c e n s i n g  f e e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o v e r  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n ,  a n d  c o s t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  p r o g r a m  r e c e i p t s .  T h e r e ­
f o r e ,  l i c e n s i n g  f e e s  w i l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  r e g u l a t i n g  
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .
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M a r c h  31, 1987

T h a d  L .  W o o d a r d ,  M D

PEDIATRIC AND 
ADOLESCENT CARE 
CHILDHOOD ASTHMA

H o u s e  C o m m i t t e  o n  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
P.O.-Box V 
J u n e a u -, A K  9 9 8 1 1

ATTN: Representative Dave Donley

T o  W h o m  I t  M a y  Concern:

T h i s  is to e x p r e s s  m y  s u p p o r t  of H.B. 205. I f e e l  it is 
e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  that o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  be 
l i c e n s e d  i n  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  to p r o t e c t  the q u a l i t y  
o f  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  to c l i e n t s  a n d  e n s u r e  th a t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  are a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  to p r a c t i c e .

R o s e b c t h  R .  M a r c o u ,  M D

LEARNING
AND
BEHAVIOR DISORDERS

Sincerely,

< f  O / / 7
s>

Mary Lou Hanson
Certified School Nurse Practitioner

B o n n i e  A n d e r s o n ,  C P N P

PEDIATRIC
AND
ADOLESCENT CARE

cc H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W a l t  F u r n a c e

H o u s e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A tten: A l i c e  H a n l e y

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A tten: A 1  A d a m s ,  C h a i r p e r s o n

M a r y  L o u  H a n s o n ,  C S N P

COUNSELING ON LEARNING 
AND
BEHAVIOR DISORDERS
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A p r i l  5, 1 9 8 7  
H o m e r ,  A l a s k a

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v e  D o n l e y  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p .  D o n l e y ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  2 0 5 ,  t h e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
T h e r a p y  ( O . T . )  P r a c t i c e  A c t .  T n i s  b i l l  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s .

A s  a n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  w i t n  v a r i o u s  
h a n d i c a p p i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  I a m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  

s t a n d a r d s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  L i c e n s u r e  w i l l  b e  

a p r o v i s i o n  t o  a l l o w  o n l y  q u a l i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  b e  d e l i v e r i n g  

O . T .  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o n s u m e r .  T h i s  a c t  w i l l  t h e n  i n d e e d  
p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  a s s i s t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  h i g n  

s t a n d a r d s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  s t a t e w i d e .

I e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  2 0 5  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  
f l o o r .  T h a n k  y o u .

Si n c e r e l y , 

v j. e

S u s i e  C u n n i n g h a m ,  M S ,  O T R  
P . O .  B o x  1 8 3 7  

H o m e r ,  A K  9 9 5 0 3
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From: Rep. Mike Navarre April 15, 1987

H 3  205 

O V E R V I E W

T h e  p u r p o s e  of this m e a s u r e  is to  p r o v i d e  some m e a s u r e  of 

p r o t e c t i o n  to the h e a l t h  ca r e  c o n s u m e r  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  

l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  tor t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  

d i s c i p l i n e .  It also c r e a t e s  a c o m b i n e d  7 m e m b e r  b o a r d  of 

o c c u p a t i o n a l  and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s .  S i n c e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 

n e w  l i c e n s e s  will be a d d e d  to t h e  chapter, t h e  e x p e c t e d  fiscal 

i m p a c t  of c r e a t i n g  the n e w  b o a r d  is zero.

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  is n o  l i c e n s i n g  s t a n d a r d  for o c c u p a t i o n a l  

t h e r a p i s t s ,  and no d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  

t h e r a p y .  Th i s  bill v/ill d e f i n e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  therapy, set 

m i n i m u m  e d u c a t i o n a l  and e x p e r i e n c e  standards, and wi l l  r e q u i r e  

t h e  b o a r d  to s u p e r v i s e  a n d  c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  n e w  

l i c e n s e e s .  T h e  text a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h e  last two i t e m s  is 

v i r t u a l l y  identical in s u b s t a n c e  to  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  p h y s i c a l  t h erapists.

T h e  b i l l  o u t l i n e s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p o w e r s  of the board, and 

p r o v i d e s  for a t r a n s i t i o n a r y  p h a s e  f r o m  the c u r r e n t  5 m e m b e r  

b o a r d  to t h e  n e w  7 m e m b e r  board.



* S e c t i o n  Is

* S e c t i o n  2:

* S e c t i o n  3:

* S e c t i o n  4:

* S e c t i o n  5:

* S e c t i o n  6:

* S e c t i o n  7 :

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to r e g u l a t i o n  of the 
p r a c t i c e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  
therapy, a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e . 11

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S

H 3  2 0 5

A d d s  "and O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y "  to t i t l e  of 
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  
{AS 0 3 . 0 1 . 0 1 0 ( 1 5 ) }

adds o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  to t h o s e  
p e r s o n s  r e q u i r e d  t o  u s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  titles, 
a n d / o r  l e t t e r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  n a m e  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  w h e n  o f f e r i n g  
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  to tl 2 o u b l i c  {AS 
08 . 0 2 . 0 1 0 ( a ) }

am e n d s  t i t l e  of b o a r d  in t h a t  s t a t u t e  
r e l a t i n g  to  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  of t h e  b o a r d  
{AS 0 3 . 0 3 . 0 1 0  (c) (3)}

a m e n d s  t i t l e  of b o a r d  in AS 08.84.010, 
ch a nges m e m b e r s h i p  f r o m  five to  s e v e n  
persons, c a l l s  for t h e  2 n e w  m e m b e r s  t o  be 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  or  1 o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p i s t  a n d  1 o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  
assistant, a m e n d s  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e  to put 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  u n d e r  r e g u l a t o r y  
p o w e r  of b o a r d

adds n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  A S  0 3 . 3 4.030, l i s t i n g  
s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for l i c e n s i n g  of 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  a r e  e d u c a t e d  w i t h i n  
th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

adds n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to AS  0 8 . 84.032, l i s t i n g  
s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  of 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  a r e  e d u c a t e d  o u t s i d e  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

a d d s  the p r a c t i c e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  to 
A S  08.84.040, r e l a t i n g  t o  a p p l i c a t i o n  for 
license, p e r f o r m s  m i n o r  " h o u s e k e e p i n g "  
m e a s u r e s  w i t h i n  this c h a p t e r



S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  ( c o n t ' d )
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HB  205

8: adds o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  and
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  to 
AS 08.84.060, a l l o w i n g  l i c e n s i n g  b y  
a c c e p t a n c e  of of c r e d e n t i a l s

9: adds l a n g u a g e  t o  AS 0 3 . 8 4 . 0 6 5 ( c ) ,  s p e c i f i c
t o  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s i n g  as a p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  
p e n d i n g  r e s u l t s  of e x a m i n a t i o n  
(original l a n g u a g e  d i d  n o t  n e e d  t o  be 
specific, as c h a p t e r  o n l y  a p p l i e d  to PT's)

10: adds o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  to
AS 08.34.065(d), d e a l i n g  w i t h  t e m p o r a r y  
p e r m i t s  for f o r e i g n  e d u c a t e d  t h e r a p i s t s  
d u r i n g  i n t e r n s h i p

11: adds n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5 ( e ) ,
a l l o w i n g  for t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  for 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  or  O T  a s s i s t a n t s  
p e n d i n g  r e s u l t  of e x a m i n a t i o n

12: am e n d s  l a n g u a g e  in A S  0 8 . 84.080, b r o a d e n i n g
th e  b o a r d ' s  p o w e r  to c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s  to 
b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r

13: adds o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  O T
a s s i s t a n t s  to AS 03. 8 4 . 0 9 0 ,  l i c e n s i n g  
d u t i e s  of t h e  b o a r d

14: b r o a d e n s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of p e r s o n s  s u b j e c t  to
l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  (to 
i n c l u d e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  OT 
a s s i s t a n t s ) , c h a n g e s  r e n e w a l  p e r i o d  f r o m  
fo u r  to two years, a l l o w s  t h e  b o a r d  to 
r e q u i r e  p r o o f  of c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  in 
c a s e s  w h e r e  a l i c e n s e  has r e m a i n e d  l a p s e d  
for t h r e e  or m o r e  y e a r s

15: adds o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  to
AS 08.84.120(a), w h i c h  a l l o w s  t h e  b o a r d  to 
revoke, s u s p e n d  or r e f u s e  to r e n e w  a l i c e n s e  
for cause
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* S e c t i o n  1 6 :

* S e c t i o n  17:

* S e c t i o n  18:

* S e c t i o n  19:

* S e c t i o n  20:

* S e c t i o n  21:

* S e c t i o n  22:

* S e c t i o n  23:

* S e c t i o n  24:

* S e c t i o n  25:

* S e c t i o n  2 6 :

ad d s  n e w  sub s e c t i o n s ,  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 3 0 (c)& ( d ) , 
c l a s s i f y i n g  the o f f e n s e  of p r a c t i c i n g  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  l i c e n s e  
as a c l a s s  3 m i s d e m e a n o r

a d d s  n e w  s u bsection, A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 5 0  ( b ) , 
p r o h i b i t i n g  p r a c t i c e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  
w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  e x c e p t  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  
c o n d i t i o n s

ad d s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  to  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 6 0  
( l i m iting l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n s  to  t h e i r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  discip l i n e )

r e p e a l s  and r e e n a c t s  0 3 . 8 4 . 1 3 5 ,  d e f i n i n g  the 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d

a m e n d s  AS  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 9 0 ( 1 ) ,  r e d e f i n i n g  "board" 
for p u r p o s e s  of th i s  c h a p t e r

ame n d s  A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 9 0  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  
t h a t  d e f i n e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  therapy, OT  a i d e s  a n d  O T  
a s s i s t a n t s

a m e n d s  0 8 . 2 4 . 2 0 0 ,  th e  s h o r t  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  
statute, to i n c l u d e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s

a d d s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  t o  the 
d e f i n i t i o n  of " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  u n d e r  
AS 0 9 . 5 5 . 5 6 0 ( 1 )  - M e d i c a l  L i a b i l i t y  laws

a d d s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  t o  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  u n d e r  
AS 1 8 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 ( 3 )  - H e a l t h  C a r e  S e r v i c e s  
I n f o r m a t i o n  laws

a d d s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  to t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  u n d e r  
AS 2 1 . 8 3 . 9 0 0 ( 9 )  - H e a l t h  C a r e  P r o v i d e r s  
I n s u r a n c e  (MICA)

ad d s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  
u n d e r  AS 2 1 . 8 8 . 9 0 0  - H e a l t h  C a r e  P r o v i d e r s  
I n s u r a n c e  (MICA)
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* S e c t i o n  2 7 :

* S e c t i o n  23:

* S e c t i o n  29:

* S e c t i o n  30:

a d d s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  t o  d e f i n i t i o n  of 
" p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of the h e a l i n g  arts" for 
p u r p o s e s  of AS 47.17.070(9) - C h i l d  
P r o t e c t i o n  statutes ( r e q u i r e s  r e p o r t i n g  of 
abuse)

a d d s  l a n g u a g e  allowing f o r  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
p e r i o d  for licensing, so t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
a n d  n e w  b o a r d  can "catch u p "

adds l a n g u a g e  allowing f o r  l i c e n s i n g  b y  
c r e d e n t i a l ,  so that c u r r e n t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w h o  
m e e t  c e r t a i n  criteria c a n  b e  l i c e n s e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y

E x p e r i e n c e - B a s e d  l i c ensure. T h i s  a l l o w s  
OT  a s s i s t a n t s  w i t h  4 y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e  
a c c u m u l a t e d  b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1988, to 
s u b s t i t u t e  th i s  e x p e r i e n c e  for for m a l  
edu c a t i o n ,  a n d  become l i c e n s e d  as 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e rapists b y  e x a m i n a t i o n .

* S e c t i o n  31: p r o v i d e s  t h a t  this act d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  
e x i s t i n g  v a l i d  licenses w h e n  a c t  t a k e s  
e f f e c t

* S e c t i o n  32: r e q u i r e s  the G o vernor to a p p o i n t  2 n e w  
m e m b e r s  to n e w  7 me m b e r  b o a r d  b y  M a r c h  1, 
1933, sets out length of t e r m  for n e w  
m e m b e r s

* S e c t i o n  33 c a l l s  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  for 
S e c t i o n  28 of this bill

* S e c t i o n  34: c a l l s  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  date o n  b a l a n c e  of t h i s  
m e a s u r e  as J a n u a r y  1, 1988
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B e v e r l y  I n g r a m  

A L A S K A  O C C U P A T I O N A L  T H E R A P Y  A S S O C I A T I O N  

April 16. 19S 7

Mr. C h a i r m a n  and m e m b e r s  of t n e  c o m m i t t e e .  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to s p e a k  w i t h  y o u  r e g a r d i n g  the O c c u p a t i o n a l  T n e r a c y  
P r a c t i c e  Act b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  t o d a v .  I am B e v e r i v  I n g r a m  f r o m  the 
A l a s k a  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Ths A l a s k a  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
T h e r a p v  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  o v e r  110 R e g i s t e r e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
T h e r a p i s t s  and C e r t i n e d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s i s t a n t s .  Ou r 
m e m b e r s h i p  nas v o t e o  to m a k e  a u n i t e d  e f f o r t  to o b t a i n  1 i c e n s u r e  for 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a o i s t s  m  t h i s  S t a t e .  This e f f o r t  is f u l l y  s u p p o r t e r  
d v  o u r  national o r g a n i z a t i o n , t n e  A m e r i c a n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p v  
A s s o c l a t l o n .

O u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  v o u  w i t h  an o v e r v i e w  o f  w h a t  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  therapy' is. t h e  t r a i n i n g  r e q u i r e d  to p r a c t i c e  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p v . a n d ,  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  the r e a s o n s  f o r  o u r  
p u r s u i t  of a l i c e n s u r e  law.

We w o u l d  like to g i v e  v o u  an o v e r v i e w  of the p r a c t i c e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p y  and the v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of p e o p l e  w h o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  it. n r o u g h  a 
b r i e f  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

As y o u  h a v e  seen f r o m  t h i s  s l i d e  o r e s e n t a t  i o n , o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  treat a w i d e  v a r i e t y  of d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  an 
e x t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and e x p e r i e n t i a l  b a c k g r o u n d . In o r d e r  to b e c o m e  
q u a l i f i e d  to work in t he  f i e l d  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y ,  an 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  m u s t  c o m p l e t e  at least a 4 v e a r  b a c h e l o r ' s  
d e g r e e  p r o g r a m  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i a t e d  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and a n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p y  as si s t a n t  m u s t  c o m p l e t e  a 2 y e a r  co ll e g e  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m . Qur



a c a d e m i c  c o u r s e w o r k  i n c l u d e s  a n a t o m y ,  n e u r o p h y s i o l o g y  , h u m a n  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  ph ys ic al  m e d i c i n e ,  an d i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  in 
oc c up at ion al  t h e r a p y  e v a l u a t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t  t e c h n i a u e s .
O c c u p at io n al  t h e r a p i s t s  m u s t  c o m o l e t e  a -full-time s u p e r v i s e d  f i e l d w o r k  
e::oerience f o l l o w i n g  t n e i r  s t u d i e s .  A final r e q u i r e m e n t  is that e n t r v  
level t h e r a p i s t s  m u s t  p a s s  a n a t io na l c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  
a p p r o v e d  bv t h e  A m e r i c a n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Th is  is a 
v o l u n t a r v  c r e d e n t  lal ing p r o g r a m  and t h e r e  is a p r o o l e m  w i t h  

in d i v i d u a l s  w h o  c h o o s e  not to p a r t i c i p a t e .  The n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  
h a s  no e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  of e n f o r c i n g  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  in o r d e r  to 
p r e v e n t  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  f r o m  b e i n g  e m p l o y e d  as o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a D i s t s .  T h e  p r o f e s s i o n  ha s  o f t e n  re l i e d

on f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  as h o s p i t a l s ,  n u r s i n g  homes, sc hoo l d i s t r i c t s  an d 
r u l e s  set up bv t h i r d  p a r t v  p a y o r s  to m a i n t a i n  q u a l i f i e d  p r o v i d e r s .
It is not the m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e s e  b o d i e s  and p r o g r a m s  s u c h  
as  M e d i c a i d  and M e d i c a r e  to e n f o r c e  p er son ne l dual i f i c a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  . 
S i n c e  no legal d e f i n i t i o n  e x i s t s  in o u r  State, t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  ar e,  
in fact, u n e n f o r c e a b l e  .

Th is  leads to o u r  r e a s o n s  for p u r s u i n g  l i c e n s u r e .  Bv a l l o w i n g  the 
p r a c t i c e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  to go u n r e g u l a t e d ,  th e  h e a l t h  ana 
w e l f a r e  of the p u b l i c  is e n d a n g e r e d .  T h e  ab u se  an a  pot en ti al  n a r m  
g e n e r a t e d  bv u n r e g u l a t e d  p r a c t i c e  o c c u r s  on two f r o n t s .  fi rs t,  in 
m a n v  instan ce s t n e  p u b l i c  is m i s l e d  w h e n  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e m s e l v e s  as o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s .  T he  p a t i e n t  is o f t e n  u n a w a r e  
of w n a f  is e x p e c t e d  in t r e a t m e n t  or wh at  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  are n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  an o c c u p a t i on a l t n e r a p i s t  to p r a c t i c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  p a t i e n t s  
b e l i e v e  thev are r e c e i v i n g  l e g i t i m a t e  s e r v i c e s ,  w n e n  in fact  t h e v  m a v  
n o t  be. These  c o n s u m e r s  a r e  t h e n  d e p r i v e d  of the s e r v i c e s  t h e v  n e e d  
to  m a k e  a full r e c o v e r y .  A l s o  f a c i l i t i e s  c l a i m  to p r o v i d e  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a o v  w h e n  a c t u a l l v  n o  q u a l i f i e d  t h e r a p i s t  is e m p l o y e e .  
T h e r e  h a v e  been i n s t a n c e s  in A1as! a h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w n e r e  
t h i s  ha s  o c c u r e d . W i t h o u t  l i c e n s u r e ,  c o n s u m e r s  are m i s l e d  tc 
b e l i e v i n g  thev ar e r e c e i v i n g  t h e s e  n e e d e d  s e r v i c e s  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  
f s l s e l v  c h a n g ed  w i t h  n o  legal r e c o u r s e .

S e c o n a l v ,  and more  i m p o r t a n t i v ,  c a s e s  of s e r i o u s  h a r m  and a b u s e  d u e  to 
i m p r o p e r  tre at me n t b y  u n t r a i n e d  p e o p l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  as 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  h a v e  b e en  d o c u m e n t e d .  As v o u  h a v e  seen  
p r e s e n t e d  in the s l i d e s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  work w i t h  m a n y  
c r i t i c a l l y  ill or s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  p a t i e n t s .  In the m a j o r i t y  of 
i n s t a n c e s ,  p a t i e n t s  s u c h  as a b u r n  p a t i e n t  do not h a v e  the l u x u r v  of 
s h o p p i n g  ar oun d to d e t e r m i n e  if a t h e r a p i s t  is q u a l i f i e d .  M o v i n g  a 
b u r n e d  limb or join t t o o  s o o n  or i m p r o p e r l y  s p l i n t i n g  an e x t r e m i t y  can 
c a u s e  t e n d o n  r u p t u r e . i r r e p a r a b l e  d a m a g e ,  or loss of f u n c t i o n .  In 
o t n e r  p a t i e n t s ,  s u c h as o n e  s u f f e r i n g  w i t h  a c a r d i a c  c o n d i t i o n ,  t n e v  
cot.i a s u f f e r  life t h r e a t e m n a  d a m a g e  if t h e y  are not a s s e s s e d  
o r o o e r l v . if a c a r d i a c  p a t i e n t ' s  a c t i v i t e s  are not g r a d e d  to his 
t o l e r a n c e  level ano c l o s e l v  m o n i t o r e d ,  ne c a n  r e a r r e s t . M a n v  o t h e r  
e x a m p l e s  of potential h a r m  a r e  e v i d e n t  in t h e  rehao 1 1 1 ta t ion of 
i n j u r i e s .  A Q u a l i f i e d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  h as the k n o w l e d g e  ano 
t r a i n i n g  in t r ea tm en t t e c h n i q u e s  and of the p r e c a u t i o n s  and 
c o n t r a - i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e  r i s k  to the c o n s u m e r .  W i t h o u t  a 
legal d e f i n i t i o n  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  and a m e c h a n i s m  to m o n i t o r



t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  in o u r  S t a t e ,  the c o n s u m e r  d o e s  not 
h a v e  a o e a u a t e  o r o t e c t i o n .  E n a c t m e n t  o-f a l i c e n s u r e  law is a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t e r r e n t  to t he  u n q u a l i f i e d  o r a c t i c e  o-f o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a o v  and d e c r e a s e s  the o o t e n t i a l  tor fr a u d .  Tne  p o w e r  of the  S t a t e  
to e n f o r c e  t h e  law and t he  a c t i o n  a q a i n s t  t h o s e  w n o  v i o l a t e  th e law 
a l s o  d i s c o u r a a e s  f r a u d  and a b us e.

Thi s 1 i c e n s u r e  Dill '.HB 205) p r o p o s e s  tna t a. j o i n t  b o a r d  be c r e a t e d ,  
c o m b  in inq t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  w i t h  t n e  e x i s t i n g  
pnysice.l t h e r a p y  b o a r d .  We r e a l i z e  t h i s  is i m p o r t a n t  d u e  to  t n e  
c u r r e n t  S t a t e  e c o m G n i c  s t a t u s  and t r e n d  t o w a r d s  c o m D i n i n g  D o a r o s .  we 
r e c o m m e n d  a c o m D i n e d  b o a r d  w h i c h  a l l o w s  eaual r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of th e  
p r o f e s s i o n s  b e i n a  1 ic en s ed  u n d e r  it. We h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  
of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  to i n s u r e  min ima l (if any) a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  
to t n e  S t a t e  in r e g u l a t i n g  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .

O c c u p a t i o n a l  a nd ph vs ic al  t h e r a p i s t s  h a v e  s i m i l i a r  vet d i f f e r e n t  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and  f i e l d w o r k  r e q u i r e m e n t s . T r e a t m e n t  g o a l s  a re  o f t e n  
s n a r e d  bv  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  and ph ys ica l t h e r a p i s t  in t he  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  s e t t i n g .  A l t h o u g h  t r e a t m e n t  g o a l s  m a v  b e  s h a r e d ,  the 
m o d a l i t i e s  u s e d  b y  e a c h  p r o f e s s i o n  ofte n d i f f e r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  in t h e  
r e h a b 1 1 it at ion of a s t r o k e  p a t i e n t  to be a b l e  to r e t u r n  to h i s  n o m e  
and f u n c t i o n  as l n d e o e n d e n t 1 v as p o s s i b l e ;  the  phvsi cal  t h e r a p i s t  m a v  
b e  w o r k i n g  on m u s c l e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h r o u g h  e x e r c i e s  an d g a i t  t r a i n i n g  
or u s e  of a s s i s t i v e  d e v i c e s  to aid in w a l k i n g  w h i l e  t h e ’o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a p i s t  m a y  a l s o  u s e  e x e r c i s e s  or f u n c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t e s  to i m p r o v e  
the  p a t i e n t s ' s  a b i l i t y  to d r e s s  h i m s e l f ,  p r e p a r e  a m e a l . and t a k e  c a r e  
of h i m s e l f  w i t h i n  t h e  h o m e  or w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o-f a d a p t e d  d e v i c e s .

In s u m m a r y , o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a o v  f o c u s e s  on p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  
f u n c t i o n .  I n a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t  is a v e r v  e x p e n s i v e  and a r i s k y  
p r o p o s i t i o n  f or  t n e  c o n s u m e r .  T h i r t y - t w o  o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  e n a c t e d  
i i c e n s u r e  laws c o v e r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a o v  w i t h  t h r e e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
c o m o m i n a  o c c u p a t i o n a l  and ph ys ic al  t h e r a o v  b o a r d s .  T h e  A l a s k a  
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a o v  A s s o c i a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  that  1 i c e n s u r e  o+ 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  is in t n e  b e st  i n t e r e s t  of t h i s  S t a t e  s 
c i t i z e n s . T h e r e  is no a l t e r n a t i v e  to l i c e n s u r e .  T n e  p u r p o s e  is to 
r e a u l a t e  tne p r a c t i c e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y ,  not to i n f r i n g e  on t n e  
n q n t s  of o t h e r  p ro f es sio n al  s to p r a t i c e  what  t n e v  ar e Q u a l i f i e d  to 
o r a c t i c e .

Mr. C h a i r m a n  an d m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  an o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a o v  
1 i c e n s u r e  l a w  is n e e d e d  now. I u r g e  y o u  to a o o r o v e  t h i s  bill . I 
a p p r e c i a t e  t n i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  o u r  c o n c e r n s . T h an k y o u  for 
v o u r  time.

( 3 )



WHO CAH BE HARMED BY AH UNQUALIFIED OCCUPATIONAL THEBAPIST?

T h «  m a j o r i t y  o f ,  f u n c t i o n s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t s  d o  n o t ,  s n  t h e n s e l v e s ,  p u t  
t h e  p a t i e n t  i n  h a r m .  R a t h e r  i t  i s  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  a n d / o r  t h e  
p a t i e n t ’ s  a e n t a l ,  e m o t i o n a l  o r  p h y s i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  w h i c h  ma y  c a u s e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  * o  h e  
d a n g e r o u s .  \  w e l l - t r a i n e d  t h e r a p i s t  h a s  b o t h  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  t h e
n e u r o m u s c u l a r  a n d  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  b o d y  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  p h y s i c a l ,  e n o t  l a l  a n d
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l .  H o / s h e  i s  t r a i n e d  i n  t r e a t m e n t  o f

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e s e  s y s t e m s  a n d  o f  p r e c a u t i o n s  a n d  c o n t r a - i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t
g r e a t l y  r e d u c e  r i s k  t o  t h e  c o n s u m e r .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  p r o v i d e s  a f e w  e x a m p l e s  o f  p o s s i b l e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .

METHOD OF TREATMENT WHICH 
0IAGN0SIS OR 0ISA3ILITY COULO 3E CANGEROUS   POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS

1. Neonatal evaluations and 
treatment

2. Cardiac Conditions

3. Neurological diseases and 
Impairments
a. Cerebral vascular accidents
b. Head stroke trauma
c. Certtral Palsy

4. Traumatic injuries
a. Amputation of upper extremity

b 3urns

5. Sensory Integrative 
Dysfunction

6. Muscular Oiesese

a. Muscular dystrophies
b. Multiple sclerosis

7. Geriatric

8. Diseases of Sones and Joints

a. Arthritis

■V Developmental 1y Delayed 
* RAtardation

10. ;sycmacric Disorcers
a. Psychosis

11. Respiratory Diseases

1. Evaluations and treatment

2. Prescribing progressiva 
activ.ties for patients

3. Neurological treatment 

AOL activities

4a Evaluation and prescription o* 
prosthesis in conjunction v*i th 
prosthetist and physician

4b Reducing hyoerteph’o starring 
by aeplyt-g pressure to 
patient througn ccn'or-irg 
splints and/or pressure 
garments

5. Sensory stimulation '

6. Exercise programs for range 
of motion and muscle 
strengthening

7. Oesigning and monitor:ng 
treatment, environment. 
Transfers to tub, toilet, 
bed or cnair.

8. Positioning of patient. 
Exercise programs for range 
of motion and muscle 
strengthening.
Spl mting

9. Improper treatment or lack 
of treitr̂ A't

10. Design and monitor treatment 
er.vi nonmen:

11. Prescribing progressive 
activity.
U53 of substances V\tW 
fumes.

1. Cverstrassing neurological and 
logical and physical systems 
Medical instability/death

2. Medical instabil. oeatr.

3. Choking 
Seizures
Celay or impede neurological 
return

4a Vascular problems
Weight fluctuations that affect 
fit of prosthesis 
Skin breakdown

qb In'action 
Skin breakdown 
Contractures/deformf ty

5. Sensory overload 
Seizures
Respiratory Arrest

6. Joint damage
Inadequate or improperly oerfcr-eo 
motion exercises can result in 
permanent contractures of -uscles, 
tendons, and ligaments.

7. Furhter cognitive, phys*:a’, 
psychological or social i^ifs'ent 
Falling resulting in physical 3"d 
psychological harm,

8. Joint damage
Loss of function due te trpo:=- 
spl intir.g.

5. Prevent iodivicJval £r«m itrfeJning 
higxeŝ  live! of fu.mcfiô  p<»sibT<j.

10. Further cognitive osychflog ieat or 
social impairment.

11. Overstressing respiratory 3nd 
cardiovascular systems 
Exacerbation of disease pr««43S



DEVISE OR TREATMENT -m'QUES

1. SplInt or brace

2. SHngs

3. Neuromuscular facilitation devices of 
vibration and Ice

POSSI 3LE HARM

1. Possible nerve, muscle, skin, or orthocedic ia* 
functlonal loss and debilitation.

2. Possible auxiliary nerve damage or Imparieo hn: 
artery circulation due to improper fit. Improce 
positioning - loss of extremity function.

3. Adverse effects on central nervous system or 
vascular system.

T h e  f i n a . . c i . . l  b u r d e n  t o  t h e  c o n s u m e r  i s  a l s o  r e d u c e d  w h e n  a s k i l l e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r  p e r f o r m s  
t h e s e  t a s k s ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t  i s  p l a n n e d  a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  t h e  m o s t  e x p e d i e n t  w a y .  
C o n s u m e r s  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  i n  r h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  2 3 t h  c e n t u r y  a r e  c a u g h t  i n  a 

"CATCH 2 2 "  s i t u a t i o n .  T e c h n o l o g y  h a s  o u t s t r i p p e d  o u r  s o c i a l  v a l u e s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s .  
T h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a r e  i n  p l a c e  f o r  k e e p i n g  p e r s o n s  a l i v e  i n  m o r e  d i s a b l e d  s t a t e s ,  w h i l e  a t  
t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s e r v i c e s  d e l i v e r y  i s  b e i n g  m o v e d  t o  l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e  a r e n a s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  
p o l i c i e s  r e g u l a t i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  d e l i v e r y  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  b e i n g  l e s s e n e d .

C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y 3  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  f a m i l y  o r  3 r d  p a r t y  p a y o r  c a n  b e  h a r m e d :

•
P o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i s  e n h a n c e d  b y  e a r l y  i n t e n s i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
t h e r a a y  p e r s o n n e l .  I f  t h e s e  p e r s o n n e l  a c e  n o t  q u a l i f i e d ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e t u r n  t o  
i n d e p e n d e n t  f u n c t i o n i n g  i s  l o s t  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  i n c u r s  l o n g  t e r m  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n s .

B e c a u s e  s o m e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  u s e  l i c e n s i n g  a s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  q u a l i f i e d  
r e i m b u r s a b l e  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  c o n s u m e r  ma y  b e  d e n i e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o v e r a g e  t h e y  t h r o u g h !  
t h e y  h a d .  T h e y  a r e  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  p a y i n g  a d d i t i o n a l l y  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  
a s s u m e d  w a s  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  o r  n o t  g e t t i n g  t h e  n e e d e d  s e r v i c e .

C o n s u m e r s  e x p e r i e n c e  l o n g  t e r m  e m o t i o n s  o f  g u i l t  a n d  a n g e r  a t  b e i n g  d u p e d .  G u i l t  o c c u r s  
w h e n  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t o o  l a t e  t h a t  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  a r . d s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  d e p e n d e d  or. 
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a c a d r e  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  d e l i v e r e r s ,  \ r . z ~ -  
a n c  f e e l i n g s  o f  b e i n g  d u p e d  o c c u r  w h e n  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  p r o t e c t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  i n p l a c e  t r  
h e l p  t h e m  m a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d e c i s i o n s .  B e c a u s a  SOME HEALTH PERSONNEL  ARE L I C E N S E D  
( REGULATED)  WHI L E  OT ' E R S  ARE NOT THE CONSUMER I S  L U L L E D  INTO B E L I E V I N G  THE GOVERNMENT I S  

MONITORING THE QUAL I F I CAT I ONS  0 ?  ALL  D E L I V E R E R S .

C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  i n  p l a c e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  
O . T .  p e r s o n n e l .

F e d e r a l  M e d i c a r e  g u i d e l i n e s  h a v e  r e m o v e d  a p r e v i o u s  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
T h e r a p y  p e r s o n n e l  m e e t  A OT A ' s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  p r o v i d e  i n s t e a d  t h a t  t h e y  
m e e t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s p e c i f i e d  b y  t h e  m e d i c a l  3 t a f f ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s t a t e  l a w .

F e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  n u r s i n g  h e m e s  r e q u i r e  a n  O . T .  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  
f i e l d  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  d e e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  p a s s i n g  t h e  A07A c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m .

P u b l i c  l a w  9 4 - 1 4 2  r e q u i r e s  s c h o o l s  t o  p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
c h i l d r e n  w i t h  h a n d i c a p s .  O . T .  i s  a  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e  a n d  m u s t  b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  q u a l i f i e d  

p e r s o n n e l  b u t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " q u a l i f i e d "  i s  l e f t  u p  t o  t h e  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  a g e n c i e s .

O t h e r  a c c r e d i t i n g  a g e n c i e s  s u c h  a s  J CAH,  CARF  a n d  ACRMCD r e q u i r e  O . T .  s e r i v c e s  t o  b e  
p r o v i d e d  b y  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l .  T h e y  d o  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e f i n e  " q u a l i f i e d . "  T h i s  i s  

l a f t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o r  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t y .

Do t h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s  - e e m  a d e q u a t e  t o  a s s u r e  s a f e t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  OT s e r v i c e s  t o  ALL c o n s u m e r s ?  
We d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  P l e a s e  s h a r e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  l e g i s l a t o r  w h e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

w h y  C T ' s  n e e d  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d .  I d e a l l y  we  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e l i c i t  a c t u a l  c a s e s  o f  t h e s e
s i t u a t i o n s  o c u r r i " g  o r  h a w i n g  o c c u r r e d .  I f  y o u  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  c a r .  r e c a l l  o r  or.  i n s t a n c e s

s i c s s a  c o n t o r t  J e - n r . a  C a t  b o n  a t  t h e  WOT A q f f i c d .  A s p e c i f i c  c a s e  e x a m p l e  v s  s r .  - . o i . t i n c  w i t  r.

a l e g i s l a t o r  1% ' J o r t h  w o r e  c n a n  2 3  " w h a t  i t  s " .
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