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FURTHER REFERRALS:

47371817 Finance
DATE:. S ~-z- &7
Judiciary Committee has considered CSSB 33 (HESS)

“An Act relating to violation of compulsory education laws."

SOOHHEEDS: | |
- ./\ -

C ixt replace with HCS £ SSTf> A3 C ) [ “X"~the same title

E ] attached amendment(s) [ 1 a new title

[ 1 do pass
[ 3 do not pass
no recommendation

individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee

JDOPTS: [ ] letter of intent

TTACHES KEf7 FISCAL NOTE(s) :

[ ] fiscal impact [ ] same as previous fiscal note
[ 1 =zero fiscal note published
[ ) zero with analysis [ 1 same as previous zero fiscal
note published
EGHEETS DO PASS: SIC231EG OTHER EECOSKEKDATIOES:
| o NMT<

Chairman®s signature
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April 4, 1987

To: Representative John Sund, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee
From: Senator Paul Fischer

Subject: SB 33; VIOLATIONS OF TRUANCY LAWS

SB 33 would rewrite the rOV|5|on of current law that releases
liability for truanC)( at th of the school year. Currently,
e forcement of aw is usua Iy delayed until then and the case
IS automat|cally droppe

The purpose of our truancy law is to insyre that children under
he age of 16 are ?ettln an” education. This is not the case as
he law is currently written.

Last sessjion, a similar bill (SB_226) passed the Senate and
almost made it through the House, The opinions and lessons of that
bill's history are incorporated in SB 33.

~—t —

The new language in the H.Hess Committee Substitute alters the
parents responsibility to maintain versus [INSURE] that their
children are going to” school. The penalty "has beén reduced from a
class B misdemeanor to a simple violation® Each five dav.

constitutes a new and separate violation.

| would greatly appreciate the scheduling of' this bill as soon
as possible:
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State Senate

March 16, 1987

To: Representative Niilo Koponen, Co-Chair
Representative Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair _
House Health Education & Social Services Committee

From Senator Paul Fischer j*»T
Subject: SB 33; VIOLATIONS OF TRUANCY LAWS

. 5B 33 would rewrite the_provision of current law that releases
liability for truancy at ihe end of the schoql year. Currently,
enforcement of this law is usually delayed until then and the case
Is automatically dropped.

The purpose of our truancy law is to insure that chi
tne age of 16 are getting an education. This is not

dren under
he
the law is currently writfen.

I
the case as
Last sessjon, a similar bill (SB_226) passed the Senate andg

almost made it fhrou,ﬁh the House, The opinions and lessons of that
bill's history are incorporated in SB 33.

Your favorable consideration is appreciated.

au, Alaska 99811



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
Bill Version: Senate Bill No. 33
REQUEST: Publish Date :
Revision Date: Agency Affected: Department of Corrections
Title : "An act relating to the violation BRU:
of compulsory educaiton laws"
Sponsor: Senator Paul Fischer Components:.

Reauestor: Senator Paul Fischer

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY87 FY88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0..-
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERALFUNDS
OTHER
ITTTAL
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 e ') o 0 0 0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Prepared by: Susie Riley, lludget Analyst Phone : 465~3376
Division . Administrative Services Date: 01/26/37
tf...
Approved by Commissioner: ~ William W. Ladwig Date: 01/26/87
Agency: Department of Corrections
Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor.
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page. of

Senate Secretary



| PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
Binkley Street ~ + Soldotna, AK99669 &  Phone 907/262-5846

December 4, 1986

cc. Paul Fischer

APV O HE S el

P.0. Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

RE: AS 14.30.020-030
Dear Senator Fischer:

Kenai Peninsula Borough Schools maintain a firm, fair and" compassionate
disciplinary system for.dealing with the problems students and their parents
bring to us., It enjoys the support of parent advisory groups and local police
departments. It works because we keep the student"s behavior the- focus of
attention end recognize that students often learn more from their mistakes
chan anything else.

One problem with a few students each year is based not in student behavior but

with their parents. Chronic truancy has increased in the past several years
and we developed procedures to advise both student and parent about the
student®s regular attendance in school. We just can"t teach them much when

students are not in school.

Each year a few students and their parents do not respond to admonishments to

come to school on a regular basis. In vhat event, | send a series of written
announcements and, if there 1is no improvement, ask the school board for
permission to refer the parent Co the district attorney"s office. Under

procedures worked out with that offics, every effort is made to inform the
parents of their legal responsibility for the student without going to court.

Our difficulty is with the wording of Che AC 14.30.020 which includes the
following statement.

"In any event, at the expiration of the school year, the
person shall be released and discharged from all penalties
provided by this section.”

This statement forces us to bring truancy cases to tha district attorney, prior
to December 15 each year or forget about them. Attorney®"s can (and have)
delayed these cases beyond "the expiration of the school year"™, rendering them
moot. The District Attorney"s Office 1is unwilling to waste-.-their time on
cases they have no chance of winning. And the school district ia forced to
begin again next school year as if the truancy had never occurred.
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deal with truancy without clogging up i .e court system. This recommendation
vaa presented in the last legislative session and almost made it into low, I
request your support: when it cooes before you in committee or on the floor
this year.

Please contact me if you have any question*.

Cordially,

Dn Dennis Daggett
Associate Superintendent
Instructional Services

cc; Executive Socrotory, Aloeki ASA
end
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REPLY TO

c AR SUTE S0
DEPARTMENT OF LAW %ﬁ@%

CRIMINAL DIVISION/THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT (U2-  ROOM 211
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY M%@%

@@M %}E 205

February 8, 1985 m% &%@3%]5
Dr. Dennis Daggett D&&@%ﬁ@?&@

Assomate Su'oerlntendent
nstructlona Services

Box 1200
Soldotna Alaska 99669

Re: Ttony Hansen
Johnny Colwell

Dear Dr. Daggett,

On May 24, 1984, we received your letter regarding the above students
and a complaint aIIe ing failure to educate a child was filed June 26,
1984. Because of ditficulty in serving a summons, Mrs, Hanson was r.ot
%réalgned until November 28, 1984, Her trial was set for Februarv 11,

The public defender has indicated they would seek to have the case
dismissed because of the wordmg of the” statute which seems to relieve
the parent of responsibility at the end of each school year. | have
dismissed the case because” | do not  leve we could “convince the
court of any ether |nterpretat|on gfithat statute. 1

HopefLHy, e can beqln these cases garher in the school year sp %hat
\We cou get to trial (or whatever disposition is apﬁ P late) before
the statufe creates a problem. Perhaps the statute should be chanced

If you have any questions, please call.
Very truly your

Shannon D. Turner
Assistant District Attorney

SDT:11
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10014 Crazy Horse Dr, Juneau, AK 99301 ¢ (907) 586-2303

January 19, 1987

ge(pregen@tive Bill Hudson

tate Capjto
uneau, RlasLa 99811

Dear Representative Hudson:

Thank you fqr the opportunit mment on proposed SB33, relating to the
lolation o(t Compul%g ngatrono?_ Propos g

The deletion of he Ian |n AS 430 020 as,f tlo [en any e(\!e(rjrt at

the ex(p atron o the erson sha reI ased” an

char rorp] a& pena} |es pr vr bg gs sec |0n]t K rolprraée In_ny
|n on. , The Cit putq p ap chog District oun a
ost st dent at nce related p Icult 0n me about suddenly,
ut rat r deve rom ener a]brt o not attep scho | on a
9 ass begi r(tjnrn t e eleme tarK school years. 8
en nce abt 0 not star or enq Wit ga] (ihool ear calenda

) Velrc)eloonre as uperrntendent of the Juneau Schools, | Would support the

heth hi hool le school houl
Ihﬁal§suﬁ (r)ela\r’\tl (ejt teor % nI tte‘c)ncda(r)r%)ceOranr]tlgrj ehgrr]: ﬁt?s Sttltdeartni (t%“j arents
has also . heen. (irscus ducatlro Fra cpasr ns
qpr”a I ctively contfol

parents hﬂye r|]ra orm?a the scHooP ﬂtat the

Ir chi Ine or imprison the, pare rove
school atten ance 0 ?terr yorﬁ)ngster Your ﬂtoughts on ?hrs issue would be
welcome
Best wishes for a productive 15th Legislative Session.

RespectfulXIwmyours,

Superintendent
cc. Board of Education
enator Duncan
epresentative Ulmer

BJ/s]





