


3 1 / 0 .  5 - £ - % l  S r: 3 0 d » m  .

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

LEGIS L A T I V E  REFERENCE L I BRARY

May, 1988

Copies of m i nutes listed b e l o w  w e r e  origi n a l l y  i ncluded 
in this file. The minute s are av ailable on the STAIRS 
database CMPR. In order to save.space copies of m i n u t e s  
have not been left in the files.

M a r y  Van N i m w e g e n

P0UO4Y. STATE CAWCX 

JUNEAU, At ASKA 99811 

907.465-3600



4 / 3 / 8 7
F U R T H E R  R EFERRALS:

F i n a n c e

Judiciary

D A T E :_ S ~ - z -  & 7
C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  C S S B  3 3 (H E S S )

• A n  Act relating to v i o l a t i o n  of c o m p u l s o r y  e d u c a t i o n  laws."

E ]

SOOHHEEDS: , ,
C ixt r e p l a c e  w i t h   H  C  S  £  S  S  f >  ^  3  C )

at t a c h e d  amendment(s)

[ ] d o  pass

d o  not pass  

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

in d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

[ ‘"X'^the s a m e  t i t l e  

[ ] a n e w  t i t l e

[ 3

J D O P T S :

[ ]

[ ]

C o m m i t t e e

l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

T T A C H E S  KEf7 F I S C A L  NOTE(s) : 

[ ] fiscal impact

] zero fiscal note 

) zero w i t h  a n a l y s i s

[

[

[ ] same as p r e v i o u s  f iscal note

p u b l i s h e d  _________________________

[ ] same as p r e v i o u s  z e r o  fiscal

note p u b l i s h e d  __________________

EGHEETS D O  PASS:

I • ^  tT<
SIC23IEG O T H E R  E E C O S K E K D A T I O E S :

, /

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n a t u r e

;

I

Si



A p r i l  4 , 1987

To:

From:

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  John Sund, C hairm an  
House J u d ic ia r y  Com m ittee
S e n a to r  P a u l F is c h e r

S u b je c t :  SB 33 ; VIOLATIONS OF TRUANCY LAWS

SB 33 w ou ld  r e w r i t e  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  c u r r e n t  la w  t h a t  re le a s e s  
l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t ru a n c y  a t  th e  end o f  th e  sc h o o l y e a r .  C u r r e n t ly ,  
e n fo rc e m e n t o f  t h i s  la w  is  u s u a l ly  d e la y e d  u n t i l  th e n  and th e  case  
i s  a u to m a t ic a l ly  d ro p p ed .

The p u rp o se  o f  o u r t ru a n c y  law  is  t o  in s u re  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  u n d er 
th e  age o f  16 a re  g e t t in g  an e d u c a t io n . T h is  i s  n o t th e  case as 
th e  la w  is  c u r r e n t ly  w r i t t e n .

L a s t  s e s s io n , a s im i la r  b i l l  (SB 226) passed th e  S e n a te  and 
a lm o s t made i t  th ro u g h  th e  House. The o p in io n s  and le s s o n s  o f  t h a t  
b i l l ' s  h is t o r y  a re  in c o rp o ra te d  in  SB 3 3 .

The new lan g u a g e  in  th e  H .H ess Com m ittee S u b s t i tu te  a l t e r s  th e  
p a re n ts  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  t o  m a in ta in  v e rs u s  [INSURE] t h a t  t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n  a r e  g o in g  t o  s c h o o l. The p e n a lty  has been redu ced  from  a 
c la s s  B m isdem eanor to  a s im p le  v i o l a t i o n .  Each f i v e  dav.i 
c o n s t i t u te s  a new and s e p a ra te  v i o l a t i o n .

I  w ou ld  g r e a t ly  a p p r e c ia te  th e  s c h e d u lin g  o f' t h i s  b i l l  as soon 
as p o s s ib le .

■



Senator Paul A. Fischer
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

While in Juneau
Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W 

262-9269 H S t a t e  S e n a t e

M arch 1 6 , 1987

To : R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  N i i l o  Koponen, C o -C h a ir
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Johnny E l l i s ,  C o -C h a ir
House H e a lth  E d u c a tio n  & S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s  Com m ittee

From S e n a to r  P a u l F is c h e r  j*>j T
S u b je c t :  SB 3 3 ; VIOLATIONS OF TRUANCY LAWS

SB 33 w ou ld  r e w r i t e  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  c u r r e n t  la w  t h a t  re le a s e s  
l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t ru a n c y  a t  ih e  end o f  th e  s c h o o l y e a r .  C u r r e n t ly ,  
e n fo rc e m e n t o f  t h i s  la w  is  u s u a l ly  d e la y e d  u n t i l  th e n  and th e  case  
i s  a u to m a t ic a l ly  d ro p p ed .

The p u rp o se  o f  o u r t ru a n c y  la w  i s  to  in s u re  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  under 
th e  age o f  16 a re  g e t t in g  an e d u c a t io n . T h is  i s  n o t  th e  case as 
th e  la w  i s  c u r r e n t ly  w r i t t e n .

L a s t s e s s io n , a s i m i l a r  b i l l  (SB 226) passed th e  S e n a te  and 
a lm o s t made i t  th ro u g h  th e  House. The o p in io n s  and le s s o n s  o f  t h a t  
b i l l ' s  h is t o r y  a r e  in c o rp o ra te d  in  SB 33.

Your fa v o r a b le  c o n s id e r a t io n  i s  a p p r e c ia te d .
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0 0 0 0 0 0
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0 0 • '0  • 0 0 0
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I P E N IN S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Binkley Street • Soldotna, AK 99669 ♦ Phone 907/262-5846

December 4, 1986

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS WERE SENT TO 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE STATE SENATE.

cc: Paul Fischer
Senator Paul Fischer 

P.O. Box 784 

Soldotna, Alaska 99669

RE: AS 14.30.020-030

Dear Senator Fischer:

Kenai Peninsula Borough Schools maintain a firm, fair and' compassionate 

disciplinary system for.dealing with the problems students and their parents 

bring to us., It enjoys the support of parent advisory groups and local police 

departments. It works because we keep the student's behavior the- focus of 

attention end recognize that students often learn more from their mistakes 

chan anything else.

One problem with a few students each year is based not in student behavior but 

wit h  their parents. Chronic truancy has increased in the past several years 

and we developed procedures to advise both student and parent about the 

student's regular attendance in school. We just can't teach them much when 
students are not in school.

Each year a few students and their parents do not respond to admonishments to 

come to school on a regular basis. In vhat event, I send a series of written 
announcements and, if there is no improvement, ask the school board for 

permission to refer the parent Co the district attorney's office. Under 
procedures worked out with that offics, every effort is made to inform the 

parents of their legal responsibility for the student without going to court.

Our difficulty is with the wording of Che AC 14.30.020 which includes the 
following statement.

"In any event, at the expiration of the school year, the 
person shall be released and discharged from all penalties 
provided by this section."

This statement forces us to bring truancy cases to tha district attorney, prior 

to December 15 each year or forget about them. Attorney's can (and have) 

delayed these cases beyond "the expiration of the school year", rendering them 

moot. The District Attorney's Office is unwilling to waste-.-their time on 

cases they have no chance of winning. And the school district ia forced to 

b egin again next school year as if the truancy had never occurred.
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c
deal with truancy without clogging up i .e court system. This recommendation 

vaa presented in the last legislative session and almost made it into low, I 

request your support: when it cooes before you in committee or on the floor 
this year.

Please contact me if you have any question*.

Cordially,

D n  Dennis Daggett 

Associate Superintendent 

Instructional Services

cc; Executive Socrotory, Aloeki ASA

e n d

DD/set
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REPLY TO:

Re: Ttony Hansen
Johnny Colwell

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W
CRIMINAL DIVISION/THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

C 1031 we ST Jin AVENUE. SUITE S20 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99S01 
PHONE: (907) 277-8622

□ P.O. BOX 3070
DILLINGHAM. ALASKA 99S76 
PHONE: (907) dJ2-2J82

££  f 45 MAIN STREET LOOP. ROOM 201 
KENAI. ALASKA 99611 
PHONE: (907) 283-3131

February 8, 1985

□ 326 CENTER '.VE. SUITE 205 
KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 
PHONE: (907) JB6-57JJ

□ 809 S. CHUGACH ST. 
PALMER. ALASKA 396JS 
PHONE: (907) 735-5027

Dr. Dennis Daggett 
Associate Superintendent 
In s truc tio na l Services 
Box 1200
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

□ P.O. 30X 671
VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686 
PHONE: (907) 83S- 2362

Dear Dr. Daggett,
On May 24, 1984, we received your le t te r  regarding the above students 
and a complaint a lleg ing  fa ilu re  to educate a c h ild  was f i le d  June 26, 

f  1984. Because o f d if f ic u lty  in  serving a summons, Mrs. Hanson was r.ot
arraigned u n t i l  November 28, 1984. Her t r i a l  was set fo r Februarv 11, 
1985.
The public defender has indicated they would seek to  have the case 
dismissed because o f the wording o f the s ta tu te  which seems to re lieve  
the parent o f responsib ility  a t the end o f each school year. I  have 
dismissed the case because I  do not leve we could convince the 
court o f any ether in terpreta tion  q fith a t  s ta tu te . 1

\
Hopefully, we can begin these cases e a r l ie r  in  the school year so th a t 
we could get to t r i a l  (or whatever d isposition is  appropriate) before 
the statute creates a problem. Perhaps the s ta tu te  should be chanced.
I f  you have any questions, please c a ll .

Very tru ly  your ,

Shannon D. Turner 
Assistant D is t r ic t  Attorney

SDT:11
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10014 Crazy Horse Dr., Juneau, AK 99301 • (907) 586-2303

January 19, 1987

Representative B i l l  Hudson 
P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Hudson:
Thank you f o r  the opportunity to comment on proposed SB33, re lating to the 
Violation o f  Compulsory Education Laws.
The deletion o f  the language in AS 14.30.020 as fo l lows: [In any event, at 
the expiration of the school year, the person shall  be released and dis­
charged from a l l  penalties provided by this section] is appropriate in my 
opinion. The City and Borough of Juneau School D is t r ic t  has found that 
most student attendance related d i f f i c u l t i e s  do not come about suddenly, 
but rather develop from a general habit o f  not attending school on a 
regular basis beginning during the elementary school years. School 
attendance habits do not s ta rt  or end with the school year calendar. 
Therefore, as Superintendent o f the Juneau Schools, I would support the 
revision.
The issue o f whether a high school or middle school student should be 
"charged" related to non-attendance rather than ju s t  charging the parents 
has also been discussed by our Board o f Education. On many occasions, 
parents have informed the school that they no longer e f fec t ive ly  control 
their child and to fine or imprison the parent wi l l  in no way improve 
school attendance of the ir youngster. Your thoughts on this issue would be 
welcomed.
Best wishes fo r  a productive 15th Legislative Session.

RespectfulXI■/ yours,

Superintendent
cc: Board o f Education

Senator Duncan 
Representative Ulmer

BJ/sj




