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Committee has considered SB 153

"An Act relating to the penalty imposed for certain traffic offenses."
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FISCAL NOTE

B E Q U E S T

Bill Version: 
P u b l i s h  Date:

SB 153 '^-'’O r r c r  ,

R e v i s i o n  Date:
Title: An act relating to the penalty BRU:

im p o s e d  for certain traffic offenses 
S p o n sor: F a h r e n k a m p  C omponents:
R e q u e s t o r :

A g e n c y  Affected: Alaska Court Syste m
Trial Courts

R X P R N D T T U R E S / R E V E N U E S ( T h o u s a n d s o f  D o l l a r s )

O P E R A T I N G F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91 F Y  92
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s • • • 0 0 9 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 9
T r a v e l • • • 9 9 9 0 • • • • • • • • • •  • • 9 9 0 ?
C o n t r a c t u a l 0 0 0 9 9 9 9 9 0 9 0 • • 0 9 • • o • 0 0 0 C
S u p p l i e s 0 0 0 9 0 9 0 0 9 0 0 9 9 9 9 • • • o • • • c
E q u i p m e n t • 0 0 9 9 9 9 9 0 9 9 9 9 9 9 • • • • • • • c
L a n d  & S t r u c t u r e s 0 0 0 0 9 9 9 • 9 9 9 • 9 9 9 • 9 9 0 • 0 9 t
G r a n t s  & C l a i m s 0 0 0 • 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 0 0 9 9 9 • 9 9 C

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2

F f T N D T N G z ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

G e n e r a l  F u n d s 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
F e d e r a l  F u n d s

O t h e r • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

P O S T T T O N S :
F u l l - t i m e
P a r t - t i m e

T e m p o r a r y

A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t t a c h  a .s.epariike. page _if,..necessary)

See a t t a c h e d  analysis.

Prepared by: Robert G. Fisher, Fiscal Officer 
Division: Alaska Court Systt

:ep>fanie J. Cotfe,A p p r o v e d  by: 
Agency:

Deputy D irector

Phone: 
D a t e :

D a t e :
A lask a Court S y s t e m

D i s t r i b u t i o n  (by p r e p a r e r ) : 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Finance 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Sponsor 
R e q u e s t o r
O f f i c e  of M a n a g e m e n t  & Budget 
I m p a c t e d  A gency ( i e s ) ^
S enate Secret ary —  Sr*.

'm  'Q v o J A t f e  P a g e  1

264-8215
3-19-87

3-19-87

o f  A



F I S C A L  N O T E

SB 153

This l e g i s l a t i o n  allows a 10 p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  in traffic bail or I'.nu 
am o u n t s  for m o v i n g  violations, if all p e r s o n s  in the vehicle u m « 
w e a r i n g  seat belts at the time of c o m m i t t i n g  the infraction. This 
l e g i s l a t i o n  will reduce fine and f o r f e i t u r e  revenues to the state.

To e s t i m a t e  fiscal impact, the Court o b t a i n e d  inf ormation from i In. 
A l a s k a  S e a t b e l t  Use C o a l ition on s e a t b e l t  utilization. The Coalition'. 
studies indica te that a p p r o x i m a t e l y  35% of A n c h o r a g e  drivers and 39V. 
of F a i r b a n k s  d r i vers wear s e a t belts or a s i m p l e  average of 37% jfo) 
both areas. I n f o r m a t i o n  is not a v a i l a b l e  for other areas of the state 
or for p a s s e n g e r  seatbelt usage. For e s t i m a t i n g  the impact of this 
l e g i s l a t i o n  on revenues, it is a s s u m e d  t h a t  driver and passenger 
s e a t b e l t  u t i l i z a t i o n  will average 37% for the entire state.

The fiscal impact is estimated as follows.

E s t i m a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  traffic v i o l a t i o n  r e v e n u e s  from
m o v i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  $520,000

E s t i m a t e d  p e r c e n t a g e  of seatbelt usage 37%

E s t i m a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  revenues for t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s
i n v o l v i n g  drivers and passe n g e r s  using s e a t b e l t s  1 9 2,400

Bail or fine r e d u ction perce n t a g e  for s e a t b e l t  use 10%

Estimated r e d u c tion in statewide t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
revenues
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REQUESTi
Bill Version: 
Publish Date:

Revision Date: 04/29/88 Agency Affected:
Title: An act relating to the penalty BRU:

imposed for certain traffic offenses 
Sponsor: Fahrenkamp Components:
Requestor:

SB 153

Alaska Court System 
Trial Courts

Personal Services
T ra v e l . . . .  .....................................................................................................................
Contractual . . . .  . . . » , .........................   . . . .
Supplies . ......................................................
Equipment . . . .  . . . .  .......... ..........................
Land & structures . . . .  . . . .  ................. .................
Grants & Claims    . ...........................
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

• • t • i « I t f « • • • » « • 9 ■ ■ «

. . . . (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2) (19.2)

m w w m m m z m m t e m m m m
General Funds 0.0 
Federal Funds . . . .

>llars);$;-9ii^K

0.0
MY:;-'::;:';:-- V 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other . . . .  ........................... ................
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fu l l - t i m e      . . . .
Part-time .      . . . .
Temporary .........................................................

See attached analysis.

Prepared by: j7an SKrwdher&'Tferidr&l Counsel Phone: 264-8228
Division: Alaska court System ^ ^  / '/ Date: 04/29/88

Approved by: Arthur H. ,'tf<£minlstratf\^ Director Date: 04/29/88
Agency: Alaska Court System

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management fit Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary Page 1 of 2



V

ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 

FISCAL ANALYSIS FOR SB 153

Th is legislation allows a 10 percent reduction In tra ffic  bail or fine amounts for 
moving violations, i f  all persons in the vehicle are wearing seatbelts at the time 
of committing the Infraction. Th is legislation w ill reduce fine and fo rfe iture 
revenues to the state.

To estimate fisca l Impact, the court obtained information from the Alaska Seat­
belt Use Coalition on seatbelt utilization . The Coalition's studies indicate that 
approximately 35 percent of Anchorage d rive rs and 39 percent of Fairbanks 
d rive rs wear seatbelts or a simple average of 37 percent for both areas. 
Information is not available for other areas of the state or for passenger 
seatbelt usage, For estimating the impact of th is legislation on revenues, It is 
assumed that d rive r and passenger seatbelt utilization will average 37 percent 
for the entire state.

The fisca l impact is estimated as follows,

Estimated statewide tra ffic  violation revenues $520,000
from moving violations

Estimated percentage of seatbelt usage 37%

Estimated statewide revenues for tra ffic  192,400
violations Involving d rivers and passengers 
using seatbelts

Bail or fine reduction percentage for seatbelt use  10%

Estimated reduction In statewide tra ffic  
violation revenues $ 19,240

P a g e  2 o f  2
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SENATOR BETTYE F A H R E N K A M P W H I L E  IN JUNEAU
CHAIRMAN, LEGISLATIVE C O U N C I L P O  BOX V
CHAIRMAN, OIL AND GAS C O M M I T T E E J U N E A U ,  ALASKA 99811
515 7TH AVENUE, SUITE 130CAPITOL ROOM 125
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701OFFICE (907) 465-3834
OFFICE (907) 452-4882HOME (907) 780-6027
HOME (907) 456-2899

S e n a t e

TO: MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

M /
FROM: SENATOR BETTYE^AHRENKAMP

DATE: APRIL 21, 1988

RE: SB 153, AN ACT RELATING TO THE PENALTY IMPOSED FOR
CERTAIN TRAFFIC OFFENSES

There is little doubt that wearing seatbelts can help reduce 
the highway related deaths and injuries caused by auto 
accidents.

SB 153 would provide a positive incentive for drivers to wear 
their seatbelts. I believe that a positive approach works 
better than a negative one, so rather than make the wearing of 
seatbelts mandatory and punishing offenders, this bill would 
reward those who buckle up.

It accomplishes this by allowing a ten percent reduction in 
the amount of a fine or bail for a moving traffic infraction 
if the driver and any passengers were wearing seatbelts at the 
time they were stopped. It would apply only to infractions 
that do not carry jail time, such as speeding, ignoring a stop 
sign or traffic signal, or equipment violations.

The Department of Public Safety has a neutral position on the 
bill as does the Department of Health and Social Services.
Both departments gave the bill a zero fiscal note.

Although SB 153 will not require additional funding to the 
court system to administer, it would result in a small 
decrease in revenues as indicated by their fiscal note. I'm 
convinced this measure will offset those decreased revenues by 
reducing the tremendous health care and insurance costs we 
currently face as a result of severe injuries.

And while concern has been raised about how law enforcement 
officers could determine whether seatbelts were worn since a 
driver could put his seatbelt on after stopping the vehicle, I 
would like to point out that often evidence is obtained by law 
enforcement officers through simple interrogation when citing 
an individual.



S B  1 5 3  A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p e n a l t y  i m p o s e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  

t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e s  b y  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p .

S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  b y  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p ' s  o f f i c e  0 1 / 2 2 / 8 8

S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 1 5 1 ( b )  F o r m  a n d  I s s u a n c e  o f  C i t a t i o n .  

A m e n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p r o p o s e d  S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  b i l l .

S e c t i o n  2. A S  2 8 . 4 0 . 0 5 0  P e n a l t y  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  lav;, 
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e s .

A d d s  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  (f) w h i c h  w o u l d  g i v e  a 1 0 %  r e d u c t i o n  i n  

t h e  a m o u n t  o f  a  b a i l  o r  f i n e  i f  t h e  d r i v e r  a n d  a n y  p a s s e n g e r s  

w e r e  w e a r i n g  s e a t b e l t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a c o m m i s s i o n  o f  a m o v i n g  

t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s c h e d u l e d  a m o u n t  o f  b a i l .

E x a m p l e s  o f  s u c h  i n f r a c t i o n s  a r e  s p e e d i n g ,  r u n n i n g  a s t o p  s i g n  

o r  r e d  l i g h t ,  o r  e q u i p m e n t  v i o l a t i o n s ,  i . e .  i n f r a c t i o n s  t h a t  
d o  n o t  c a r r y  j a i l  t i m e .  I t  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  i n f r a c t i o n s  

r e q u i r i n g  c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e s  ( a l t h o u g h  c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e s  c a n  b e  
r e q u e s t e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  b a i l  a m o u n t ) , m i s d e m e a n o r s ,  o r  

f e l o n i e s ,  s u c h  a s  d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d ,  r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g ,  
o r  n e g l i g e n t  h o m i c i d e .



BILL NO: S g 1 5 3 DATE:
3 / 9 / 0 7

T IT L E : "An Act re la t in g  to the 
penalty imposed fo r  
ce rta in  t r a f f i c  o ffenses ."

CONTACT: Major Walter J . Gilmour 
Acting D ire c to r  
Alaska State Troopers

Provides an incen tive  fo r  s e a tb e lt  use by m o to r is ts .

This b i l l  may be an in c e n t iv e  f o r  persons to  wear s e a tb e lts .  
V io la to rs  are given reduced f ines  provided they and th e i r  passengers are 
wearing seat be lts  when contacted by the c i t i n g  o f f i c e r .

The c i t in g  o f f i c e r  would have to  be very a le r t  to  know i f  the 
occupants were a c tu a l ly  u t i l i z i n g  seat b e lts  or simply put them on when 
they rea lize d  they were being stopped f o r  the v io la t io n .

This may confuse some people who mail in  b a i l .  They may not d is ­
count the 10% when deserved w hile  o thers  may discount the 10% when they 
in  fa c t  were not wearing b e lts .  (The issue may be in  d isp u te ) .

The b i l l  may encourage more people to  wear b e lts .

The b i l l  w i l l  reduce the amount o f  funds generated by f in e s .

The b i l l  may put add it io n a l burden on the court and the Troopers. 
The Court may have to issue a warrant f o r  an in d iv id u a l i f  there is  a 
d ispute as a re s u lt  o f  the 10% d iscoun t. The Alaska State Troopers would 
be required to serve these warrants.

The Department o f  Public Safety is  n e u tra l on th is  le g is la t io n .

W il l iam  R. If ix  
Acting  Commissioner



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 7

F I S C A L

R E Q U E S T

Revision Date: 
T i t l e :  "An Act" r e la t in g  to the penalty
imposed fo r  c e r ta in  t r a f f i c  offenses, 
Sponsor: Sen. Fahrenkamp____________
Requestor:  £g_ te  State A f fa irs

B i l l  Version: SB 153
Publish Date: _________

Agency A ffe c te d : Public Safety 
BRU: Alaska State Troopers

Components: Detachments & CIB

L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

N O T E

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f D o lla rs )
OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 o 1 0 0 0 1 0

REVENUE

TJNDING:: (Thousands o f  D olla rs)
GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page i f  necessary)

No f is c a l  impact is  a n t ic ip a te d .

Prepared by: Francis C. Allan__________________________  Phone: 269-5691
D iv is ion : Alaska State Troopers . Date: 3/6/87

^  \ ■ i '
Approved by Commissioner: W ill iam  R. Nix Date: :W  Cf I
Agency: Public Safety__________________________________

D is t r ib u t io n  (by p reparer):
L e g is la t iv e  Finance 
L e g is la t iv e  Sponsor 
Requestor
O ff ice  o f  Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page o f
Senate Secretary
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For an Act e n t i t l e d :

P os it ion  Paper 

House B i l l  No. 158/ j 5 /*> !S ^ 3
"An Act r e la t in g  to  the pena lty  Imposed fo r  c e r ta in  

t r a f f I c  offenses

Th is  Act would amend AS 28.05.151(b) to  a llow a ten percent (10$) reduction  
In the f in e  o r b a l l  t h a t  would otherwise be a p p lica b le  fo r  a moving t r a f f i c  
v io la t io n  I f  the d r iv e r  and passengers are wearing t h e i r  se a tb e lts  a t  the 
time o f the  o ffe n se .

Motor ve h ic le  crashes are a leading cause o f death, In ju ry  and long-term 
d i s a b i l i t y .  They are the  leading cause o f death to  persons between 1 and 
35 years o f age. For teenagers, car crash f a t a l i t i e s  outnumber the next 
f i v e  causes o f  death combined. Numerous stud ies have shown th a t  seat 
b e lts  and o ther v e h ic le  s a fe ty  r e s t r a in ts  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  reduce the l ik e ­
lihood o f death or In ju r y  to  motor veh ic le  occupants Involved In crashei/. 
E f fo r t s  to  educate the p u b l ic  about the b e n e f its  o f sea tbe lts .have  fa i le d  
to  convince th e  m a jo r i ty  o f ve h ic le  occupants to  use t h e i r  s a fe ty  b e l t s .

This act would provide an Incen tive  fo r  some In d iv id u a ls  to  wear th e i r  
seat b e lts  by reducing the f in e  or ba ll Imposed fo r  a t r a f f i c  v io la t io n .
The Department does not be lie ve  th a t  such a law would have as much o f a 
measurable Impact on motor ve h ic le  deaths and In ju r ie s ,  as would le g is la ­
t io n  re q u ir in g  mandatory sa fe ty  b e l t  use.

P o s It  Ion

The Department be lieves  th a t  the use of sea tb e lts  can g re a t ly  reduce the 
number o f deaths and In ju r ie s  from motor v e h ic le  crashes. The In te n t o f  
t h i s  act Is to  encourage such use, but w i l l  probably have a minimal 
Impact. The Department's p o s it io n  Is neutral on t h i s  le g is la t io n .

Recommended by:

Date:

D ire c to r
D iv is io n  o f P ub lic  Health

Approved by:
Myra M.^Munson, Commissioner 
Department of Health and 

Social Services

h i *

flg+ e :  YkjU&L £S{



R E Q U E S T ;
BUI Version : ^  158

- Publish Dale: 3/?/fl7~

Agency 8tj| v , t g,
BKU ’

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 7  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N
F I S C A L  N O T E

act rerarrngrra Tne~p̂ 7Ty~
‘imp'o s u u  r u r  c m  u n i 1 n  a r t i c t r u r t e n g e s  

. ^ n o n s o r T ^ ^ 1 ̂ ’ p b d l  ^ " S U U I 1 2 , '  S  D u n t e y  P u l J  1 l(J Wtj ^ » ! H  A U w l u h B t r a t l o n

R e q u e s t o r : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  s e r v i c e s  -  L M b

E X PEN D ITU RES /REV EN U ES ; (Thousands of Po llan )
OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS •
TO TA L  OPERATING -0 - -0- -0- -0- -0- - 0 -

C A P ITA L -0 - -0- —0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE - 0 - - 0 - - 0 — - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

F U N D IN G : (Thousands o f  Dollars)
GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TTTTAL - u - - u - -u- - u - - u - - 0 -

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME .

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY -U- - 0 - - 0 - -u- —U— -u-

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Enactment of HB 158 would have no direct fiscal Impact on the Department 
of Health and Social Services.

Elizabeth Ward, MN, Director
Prcparedby: PuL) 11u nbdt III----------------------Division: _______________________________________ —

465-3090
™ one : MaiU r lO, 1987 
Date :__________!______

Agency:

Distribution (by preparer) : 
Legislative Finance
Ivegisladve Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agencyfies)
Senate Secretary
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