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MEMORANDUM

April 29, 1987

TO: REPRESENTATIVE JOHN SUND, CHAIR
HOU^JIS^^^IY COMMITTEE

FROM: SENATO^Jm'-'DIJNCAN

SUBJ: CS Senate Bill 1 (Jud), An Act relating to the rights 
of physically and mentally disabled persons.

CS Senate Bill 1 provides for the rights of the blind, 
deaf and otherwise physically or mentally disabled to the 
safe and equal use of public streets, sidewalks, 
transportation and public accommodations. In exercising 
these rights, the disabled person's use of a service animal 
would also be protected.

This bill places protection of the rights of physically 
or mentally disabled persons within the purview of the Human 
Rights Commission. It protects the disabled from 
discrimination in purchase, rental or lease of housing, 
employment and financing. It is supported by organizations 
for the deaf, blind, physically disabled, mentally disabled 
and the Governor's Council on the Handicapped and Gifted.

The purpose of this legislation is to eliminate or 
prevent discrimination or inequity resulting from ignorance 
or misconceptions about physical or mental disabilities.

This bill moved through the House and Senate during the 
14th Session of the Alaska Legislature as House Bill 172, so 
intent and substance of the bill are already familiar to 
many legislators.

Please schedule this important bill for a hearing 
as soon as possible. My staff contact on SB 1 is Roxanne 
Stewart at 465-4766.

D istrict C
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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
SB 1 -  RIGHTS OF PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY

AND DISABLED PERSONS
FISCAL IMPACT

T h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  a llo w s  p h y s ic a l ly  and m e n ta l ly  d is a b le d  
in d iv id u a ls  to  se rve  on j u r i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y , in t e r p r e te r s  
a re  p ro v id e d  f o r  d ea f p e rsons  w h ile  on ju r y  d u ty .  P ro v id in g  
in t e r p r e t e r s  f o r  d e a f p e rsons  w i l l  im p a c t th e  C o u r t 's  
c o n t r a c tu a l b u d g e t. The o th e r  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  l e g i s la t i o n  
w i l l  n o t  im p a c t th e  C o u r t ,  ,

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  s ix  to  e ig h t  p e rc e n t o f  a l l  e l i g i i f t e  
pe rsons a re  re q u ire d  to  p e r fo rm  ju r y  d u ty .  The C e n t e r / f o r  
Deaf A d u lts  e s t im a te s  t h a t  between 25Q and 300 dea f 
in d iv id u a ls  w ou ld  be e l ig b le  f o r  ju r y  d u ty .  The C en te r 
e s t im a te s  t h a t  200 a re  lo c a te d  in  A ncho rage , 10 a re  in  
Juneau , and 10 a re  in  F a irb a n k s , The rem a in de r l i v e  o u ts id e  
u rban  a re a s . To be e l i g i b l e  f o r  j u r y  s e r v ic e ,  th e  dea f ju r o r  
w ou ld  have to  be p r o f i c i e n t  in  th e  use o f  s ig n  la nguage . 
Each d e a f j u r o r  w ou ld  r e q u ir e  an in t e r p r e t e r  f o r  a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  c o u r t .

Based on p a s t e x p e r ie n c e , i t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  a p p ro x i­
m a te ly  fo u r te e n  dea f in d iv id u a ls  c o u ld  be c a l le d  f o r  s e rv ic e  
in  a y e a r .  Based on p r o b a b i l i t i e s  o f  j u r y  s e rv ic e  f o r  1986, 
i t  i s  p ro je c te d  t h a t  t h i r t e e n  o f  th e  ju r o r s  w ou ld  be c a l le d  
f o r  s e rv ic e  in  Anchorage and th e  o th e r  ju r o r  w ou ld  be c a l le d  
in  e i t h e r  F a irb a n k s  o r  Juneau, Q u a l i f ie d  in t e r p r e t e r s  a re  
a v a i la b le  in  th e se  lo c a t io n s .

I n t e r p r e t e r  fe e s  a re  e s t im a te d  t o  c o s t $4 ,600 p e r y e a r .

C
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

POUCH Y STATE CAPITCH 
JUNEAU. AlASKA 9 9 8 1 1 

907 465-3800

M E M O R A N D U M  March 31, 1987

SUBJECT: Sectional analysis of CSSB 1(Jud) —  rights
of physically and mentally disabled persons

TO: Senator Jim Duncan

FROM: Edward H. Hein
Legislative Counsel

Section 1 adds two new subsections to AS 09.20.010, relating 
to qualifications of jurors. Subsection (b) provides that 
persons who suffer from loss of hearing, sight, or mobility 
are not automatically disqualified from jury service. Sub­
section (c) requires the court system to provide and pay for 
interpreters and readers for deaf and blind jurors.

Sec. 2 is the so-called "white cane" law that imposes on 
motor vehicle drivers a higher duty of care with respect to 
pedestrians who are physically disabled and identifiable 
because they are using a white or metallic cane, a wheel 
chair, crutches or other mobility equipment, or a service 
animal, such as a dog guide. This provision has been placed 
in AS 09, the Code of Civil Procedure, because it relates to 
civil liability. The mentally disabled are omitted from 
this section because they do not use white canes, mobility 
equipment, or service animals, and are not readily identifi­
able by motorists. Definitions are inserted for "physically 
disabled pedestrian " and "service animal".

Sec. 3 establishes the crime of interference with the rights 
of a disabled person. This provides that it is a class B 
misdemeanor to prevent or restrict a physically or mentally 
disabled person from using streets, sidewalks, and walkways 
to the same extent as any other pedestrian. It is also a 
class B misdemeanor under this section to refuse to allow a 
physically disabled person to bring his or her service 
animal into a common carrier or other place open to the 
public. The service animal mujt be certified as having 
completed a training course, and the disabled person is 
liable for any damage the animal does to the property.



Senator Duncan 
Page 2
March 31, 1987

Sec. 4 amends the criminal presumptive sentencing provisions 
by making it an aggravating factor to commit certain fel­
onies against a physically or mentally disabled person be­
cause of the person's disability. The finding of an 
aggravating factor allows the court to increase what would 
otherwise be the presumptive sentence.

Sec, 5 directs the state Human Rights Commission to adopt 
regulations about when reasonable accommodations must be 
made for disabled persons in employment, financing, credit, 
public accommodations, housing, and government of services. 
The commission would have the authority to adopt regulations 
requiring some alteration necessary to make reasonable 
accommodation for a disabled person.

Secs. 6 - 1 2  and 14 amend various sections of AS 18.80 to 
ensure that those sections cover physically and mentally 
disabled persons. The amended sections require the State 
Human Rights Commission to study problems of discrimination. 
The sections amended also make certain discriminatory prac­
tices unlawful. These include discrimination in bousing, 
employment, public accommodation, sale and rental of real 
property, lending, and the provision of state or federal 
funds, services, goods, facilities, advantages, and privi­
leges. Sec. 7 also transfers to AS 18.80.200 the statement 
of state policy in AS 18.06 and amends it to say that it is 
the state's policy to encourage and enable mentally disabled 
persons, as well as physically disabled persons, to partici­
pate fully in the social and economic life of the state and 
to be employed. Sec'if^Talso provides that it is not unlaw­
ful to post notice that facilities to accommodate the phys­
ically or mentally disabled are not available.

Sec. 13 provides that a financial institution may refuse to 
contract with someone if the institution has reasonable 
doubts about the person's legal capacity to contract, 
despite the fact that the institution may not otherwise 
consider a person's mental' or physical disability.

Sec. 15 adds new definitions to AS 18.80 in order to incor­
porate federal definitions of "physical and mental 
disability".

Sec. 16 repeals AS 18.06. The provisions of that chapter 
have been transferred to AS 09, AS 11, and AS 18.80. Sec.
16 also repeals AS 18.80.300(11), which is the definition of 
"physical handicap" for purposes of AS 18.80.

EHH:mkr 
ml 0/073



"An affiliate of the National Alliance for the Mentally III"

February 7, 1987 
Box 211247 
Auke Bay, 199801

Senator Jim Duncan 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska, 99801

Dear Senator Duncan and Members of 
the Senate Health and Social Services 
Committee:

The Alaska State Alliance for the Mentally 111 endorses Senate Bill 1 
as ■'introduced this year. We believe the draft as presented offers 
substantial gains in equity for disabled persons in Alaska. By 
including the disabled populations in this Statute, discrimination is 
prohibited in many significant areas. Since this law is parallel to 
Federal legislation, the disabled have long been denied equal 
protection under the law.

In particular, we wish to commend you on solving some of the more 
difficult problems with the bill that were advanced last session.
The decision to submit to the regulation process those details which 
caused concern to the banking and housing industries is a much fairer 
way to address the issue. To what extent and under what circumstances 
an employer, a lendor, or landlord has a right to know of a persons 
disability, whether or not it is physical or mental, must be 
carefully determined on the greater need and we believe the Civil 
Rights Commission has the expertise to make that determination.

One of the most controversial parts of the bill last year was whether 
or not to include the mentally ill amoung the disabled population. We 
would like to advance the following supportive information on this 
issue:

* The mentally ill are no more "dangerous” than the general 
population, and courts are now supporting the civil rights of the 
mentally ill in cases involving zoning laws restricting group homes.

* Those with long time or serious mental illness are among the 
minority of those who have had mental illness. For example in the 
State of Alaska, of the 8,000 cases treated by the Community Mental 
Health Centers, only 613 of these have serious mental illness.
Should those who just have one episode or who have a situational 
distress which causes them to receive treatment be required for the 
rest of their lives to disclose that treatment? Among those with 
even the most serious mental illness schizophrenia, about 1/3 of the 
cases recover after only one episode.

Fairbanks AJIianca Onawy AJIIanca Junaau AXianca Kanai Pamrwuta Ancftorag* AXianca
PO. Bo*2543 Bo* 787 80*211247 Bos301 PQBaa«S42

Fairbanks, AK 99707 Wart Cova. AK 99928 Auk Bay, AX 99621 SoUotna. AK 9MM Anchcrags. AK 9980*



* The mentally ill are the most stigmatized of any subgroup in 
the United States. Last year our members reported several incidents 
of discrimination. One of them involved a person having to disclose 
being under treatment for mental illness on their drivers license and 
another was denied general health insurance because of a nervous 
breakdown. In both cases, the question was not related to the 
request. Being a safe driver does not necessarily relate to having 
had an incidence of mental illness whereas perhaps a more appropriate 
question would be " Are you under medication which would make you 
drowsy ?" Why should someone be a greater risk of breaking a leg or 
contracting cancer simply because they have experiencd mental 
illness? We know of no research which supports this. Certainly 
having cancer would be of concern to lendors but there is no 
requirement for persons with illnesses which might be considered 
"terminal" to have to disclose their condition.

This is not to say that the mentally ill are all worthy of extended 
credit, every individual in our State must qualify according to the 
rules of the lending agency providing assurances of their assets 
etc. Decisions must be made on a case by case basis. However, to 
the extent that they are functioning members of society the mentally 
ill should have the same rights to seek employment, have access to 
public facilities and other rights afforded citizens of the State of 
Alaska.

Sincerely,

Sharron Lobaugh 
Pres. Alaska Alliance 
for the Mentally 111



PEOPLE - ANIMAL - CONNECTION
. F eb rua ry  11, 1987

: ■ . ' "ro
Dear S ena to r F is c h e r :

I  am president o f Peaple-Animal-Connection/Delta Society. This le t te r  
is  in  support o f S31, We are the group which in  conjunction w ith Alaska 
SPCA tra in  the service animals fo r the phys ica lly /m en ta lly  disabled in d iv id ­
ua l. Alaska is  the only s ta te  in  the USA which doas not have le g is la t io n  
regarding service animals.

We presently have 20 service animals in  Alaska w ith requests fo r many 
more, but need the le g is la t io n  before we can place these animals.

We define a service animal as an animal which is  tra ined as a hearing/
b lin d  guide animal or as a support animal fo r a person who has physical d is - _
a b i l i t ie s  such as stroke or accident patient.V- 'J U J r c  ,r> 'A ' i  a  /  3 .

0 * 0  dhtmt'tfi.Ti/L''
Our tra in e r  is  a c e r t if ie d  obedience tra in e r wno has tra ined w ith num­

erous o ther in s t itu t io n s  tha t tra in  and place service animals. Cur main 
f a c i l i t y  is  a t the tra in in g  canter o f the Alaska SFCA ana our tra ine rs  hctoe 
kennel as w e ll as f ie ld  work areas,

These animals pass a vigorous physical/temperment te s t and upon com­
p le tio n  o f th e ir  tra in in g  are c e r t i f ie d  by a committee f & m  the PAC/Ceita 
Society.

These animals are then provided w ith the proper ID colored c o l la r /  
harness and the owner is  given a c e r t if ie d  card which states the animal 
to  be a c e r t i f ie d  service animal, Our animals have oeen placed in 
Anchorage, Valdez, Palmer, and Fairbanks,

Tne animals (provide a v i t a l  function- fo r many people in  our s ta te .
They provide physica l support, mental support and love to persons who 
otherwise may not have any support network. These service dogs and 
th e ir  owners need th is  le g is la t io n  3s p ro tection  fo r th e ir  r ig h ts  and 
a b i l i t ie s  to work together and liv e  together as a team.

I f  S31 cannot find  support fo r I ts  passage then I  encourage the HESS 
committee to take the service animal portion  cut o f 581 and introduce i t  
as a separate b i l l .  O r ig in a lly , the service animal D i l l  was secarate leg­
is la t io n  but in  the la s t 2 years i t  has become "hung up'.1 w ith ctner leg­
is la t io n , I urge strongly e ith e r the passage o f 331 or separata le g is la t io n  
fo r the servica animal . Many people in  Alaska are concerned w ith th is  anc 
I  hope they w i l l  be contacting the committee members over tne next few cays.

I  would ba w il l in g  to  answer any questions regarding my le t te r  or 
support P L e g is la t io n  fo r tha service a n i m a l . H - ’i v S  /tie Q C L  r

tf£D/r\ •>7>C/L >.& a- ,<// c it /'t<jul0dTThank you very much.
S incara ly,

\ . -VI --V7 s '  n
r-y 77 ^  t'/s'gr y ---
-/-eyes m, Murpny, D.v.M.

12531 Old Sewcrd Highway, Anchorage, Alaska 99515
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K%ĵ Scĥ \S- ' ■vcL. X. . -Hae— p.rtjc «• a* . ...
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..■̂c c.c.i?ijc/Aŷ  Ahe... fa/AriccAi*, . ih.~. cAa-x 4 fy 

j’n . C*jh.<*A tx '/.ZjciiOssî .. ' & < * / • /S’oY/j . .
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B e  D e a f ,  T o o ?
■ — —— ■

|* A  fight o v e r  ju ry  se rv ice

W hen Allen Ham m el was called to 
ju ry  duty in Blair County, Pa^ last 
month, he attracted  more attention 

inn the assault case he helped decide. The 
J-year-oId postal worker is deaf, and he 
•as assisted throughout the two-day trinl 
■nd ju ry  deliberations by an  in terpreter 
ising sign language. Hammel performed 
veil, according to fellow jurors. "He was 
more observant th a n  some people w ith all 
their senses," said foreman Josette Shiffier 
of Altoona. But Ham m el is one of only a 
handful of hearing-impaired people who 
have been allowed to  serve on juries. Earli­
er this month, J o /n n  DeLong, a  deaf as­
sembly-line w orker in  the same county, 
filed su it in  federd. court challenging her 
exclusion from a  ju ry  by a  different B lair 
County judge. "I didn’t  feel like an Ameri­
can citizen anymore,” she says.

Only a  fow years ago exclusion of deaf

•> -V

I

Ifife

PA U L  S m O E K -A L T O O H / . M U U K X
‘I dlda't fad Oka a cttiaa ': DeLong with interpreter

people from juries was automatic; A rkan­
sas still has a  court-approved ban on seat­
ing deaf jurors. "With so many people who 
don’t  w ant to serve on ju ry  duty, it's  really 
incredible th a t deaf people are still exclud­
ed," says Muriel S trassler of the N ational 
Association of the Deaf, which is lobbying 
states for new jury  laws.

Few states have laws governing ju ry  
service by the deaf. Most, including Penn­
sylvania, leave the decision to individual 
tria l judges, and practices differ widely,

-las*!. : -jZq R E L I G I O N : ^

The Condom Preacher—And His Pantless Past
o weeks ago theRev. Caxl 

I F. Thitchener became fa­
mous US the minist e r  who 
handed out condoms a t  his 
church outside Buffalo, N.Y. 
(News’v e e k ,  Feb.. 16). The 
point, said Thitchener, was 
not to promote promiscuity 
b u t to educate the public on 
the danger of AIDS and how 
to slow its deadly spread. 
Now the U nitarian Univer- 
salist’s sudden notoriety has 
plunged him into deeper con­
troversy: according to police 
files, Thitchener has an ar­
rest record th a t stretches 
back 30 years.

Thitchener’s last brush 
with the law occurred in 
1984, when he was put on five 
years’ probation following 
his second conviction fo« 
drunken driving. Two years 
earlier a woman Scout leader 
who was conducting a  meet-

’m g in a  church with a  group 
of Brownies told police th a t a  
m an w ith no pants or under­
w ear was parading outside. 
Later, police arrested Thiteh- 
ener after he drove through a  
MacDonald’s restau ran t in a 
sim ilar sta te of undress. He 
pleaded guilty to disorderly 
conduct and was fined 575. 
His record also includes a 
conviction for public expo­
sure in  1958. And the year 
before that, charged w ith a t­
tempted rape and attem pted 
burglary, he had pleaded 
guilty to second-degree 
assau lt 

Thitchener, who was or­
dained in 1980 and hired a  
year later by the U nitarian 
Universalist church in Wil- 
liamsville, N.Y., claimed the 
1982 incidents involve some­
one who stole his driver’s li­
cense. The police disagree.

Nevertheless, the church’s ’: 
board of trustees unanim ous-—, 
ly voted to support th e ir  be-\K 
leaguered preacher. "Lthink- 
his message on AIDS is going :'f, 
to save lives,” says fonnerj?- 
board member V ictor Doyno. ^' 
" I f  any of th is m aterial a b o u t : 
his par. is true, he was very  : 
brave for huving gone ahead 
with his sermon."

Notorious Thitchener
JO E  T R A V n i—O .U Q 1 U U Q O N

sometimes w ithin the sam e 
courthouse: But as the h ea r­
ing-impaired press for full 
opportunities, prohibitions a re  
crumbling. A few states—in­
cluding California, Colorado, 
C onnecticut Illinois and Mich- 

.igan—not only perm it the 
practice, but pay for courtroom 
interpreters. One deaf woman 
spentm onthaasagrandjurorin  
Florida. Another served as fore­
man of a  federal tr ia l ju ry  in 
Denver last year.

Those who oppose the idea 
argue th a t jurors who can hear 
m ay be distracted by an  in te r­
preter’s hand movements and 
lose track  of testimony. O thers 
say deaf ju rors may miss cru­
cial nuances in  a  trial; an  in te r­

p re te r may not be able to convey emotions 
or a  witness's tone of voice. Some opponents 
also believe th a t the presence of a  13th 
person in  the ju ry  room violates the sancti­
ty  of deliberations.

M r  (wxtm: T hat’s nonsense, contends 
K enneth Rust, a  board member of the Reg­
istry  of Interpreters for tho Deaf, which 
certifies translators. Through such tactics 
as body posture and speed of gestures, in­
terpreters can convey the m eaning of lan­
guage as accurately as the spoken word, he
_______  says. Rust believes th a t the

presence of an ex tra  person 
during deliberations is irre le­
van t, because interpreters a re  
ethically bound to convey only 
the conversation, w ithout in­
jecting th e ir  feelings or opin- 
ionf» Moat states already re ­
quire the courts to provide 
in terpreters for deaf defend­
an ts and witnesses in  crim inal 
cases. "W haf3 the difference?" 
R ust asks.

Opponents also fear th a t in­
terpreters could prove costly. 
B ut advocates say the cost 
averages only around $20 an  
hour. One deaf ju ro r in  Oregon 
answered th a t argum ent w ith 
finality. When the court re­
fused to pay for his in terpreter, 
he footed the $400 bill himself.

T hat sam e brand of deter­
mination gave b irth  to Jo  A nn 
D elong's law su it " I’ve been 
fighting for my rights a ll my 
life," said DeLong, who lost h e r 
hearing a t seven to Bpinal m en­
ingitis. "Maybe now I can help 
change things for o ther deaf 
people." If necessary, she says, 
she’ll ask the U.S. Suprem e 
Court to determine if  justice can 
be deaf as well as blind.

G i h k y  C a b b o l l
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share  of an additional 3 percen t ui
w ith  u n d e te r m in e d  c a u s e s  m a y  

h a v e  s p r e a d  th r o u g h  h e te r o s e x u a l  In­
t e r c o u r s e  aSfW elL 

P a r t  o f  th e  m y s te r y  a n d  f e a r  a b o u t  u s  
A ID S  a r i s e s  f ro m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n y  
c a r r i e r s  o f  th e  v i r u s  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  o f  1L 
T h e  v i r u s  c a n . lu r k  In th e  b o d y  w ith o u t  
c a u s in g  d i s e a s e  a n d . a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  
d e v e lo p  A ID S , th e  a v e r a g e  t im e  b e ­
tw e e n  In fe c tio n  a n d  d ia g n o s is  o f A ID S 
m a y  b e  f iv e  y e a r s  o r  m o re .

W h ile  m u c h  r e m a in s  to  b e  l e a r n e d  
a b o u t  A ID S , s c ie n t is t s  a s s e r t  w ith  co n ­
f id e n c e  t h a t  s tu d ie s  o f v ic t im s  a n d  d is ­
e a s e  p a t t e r n s  h a v e  p ro v id e d  a  c l e a r  
p ic tu r e  o f  h o w  th e  v i r u s  h a s  s p r e a d  in  
th is  c o u n try ,  a n d  ho w  i t  h a s  n o t.

Q. H o w  d o e s  A ID S  s p r e a d ?

M a n y  s tu d ie s  h a v e  d o c u m e n te d  th e  
s p r e a d  o f  t h e  A ID S  v i r u s  to  a n  u n in ­
f e c te d  p e r s o n  th ro u g h  a n a l  o r  v a g in a l

u io a c - o n a r  s e x  o n c n  m v o rv e s  D re a x s  in  
r e c t a l  t i s s u e s ,  th u s  a llo w in g  e a s i e r  
e n t r y  o f  th e  v i r u s  in to  th e  b lo o d s t r e a m . 
S tu d ie s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  r e c e p t iv e  p a r t ­
n e r  in  a n a l  s e x  is a t  g r e a t e r  r is k . O n e  
s tu d y  h a s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  v i r u s  m a y  
b e  a b le  to  d ir e c t ly  in f e c t  c e l l s  in  th e  
co lo n .

\
Q. C a n  th e  v iru s  s p r e a d  f ro m  a n  

In fe c te d  p e r s o n  In v a g in a l  I n te r ­
c o u r s e ?

b e lie v e  t h e  v i r u s  m a y  a ls o  e n t e r  
th ro u g h  m u c o u s  m e m b r a n e s  o r  o th e r  
s o f t  t i s s u e s  in  th e  g e n i ta l  a r e a s .  N o  o n e  
k n o w s  if  th e  v i r u s  c a n  p e n e t r a t e  th e  lin  
ln g  o f  th e  m a le  u r e t h r a ,  th e  tu t je l lk e  
p a s s a g e  th ro u g h  w h ic h  u r in e  f lo w s.

Q . W h a t Is th e  r i s k  o f  g e t t in g  th e  
v i r u s  f ro m  a  s in g le  a c t  o f  v a g in a l  
I n te r c o u r s e  w ith  a n  In fe c te d  p e r ­
so n ?

P r e c i s e  d a t a  a r e  la c k in g . F r o m  in d l 
r e d  e v id e n c e . F e d e r a l  s c ie n t i s t s  Ju d g e  
th e  r i s k  o f  t r a n s m is s io n  In a  s in g le  e n  
c o u n te r  to  b e  low . Q u a n t i f ic a t io n  is  
c o m p le x :  S o m e  in f e c te d  p e o p le  h a v e  
s a id  th e y  h a d  o n ly  a  s in g le  e x p o s u re ,  
w h ile  o t h e r  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  h a d  h u n ­
d r e d s  o f  e x p o s u re s  h a v e  e s c a p e d  in fe c ­
tio n . S till, s e v e r a l  s tu d ie s  h a v e  sh o w n  
t h a t  w i th  r e p e a te d  I n te r c o u r s e ,  a s  
m a n y  a s  h a l f  th e  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r s  o f  In­
fe c te d  m e n  o r  w o m e n  b e c o m e  in fe c te d .

In  A f r ic a ,  w h e r e  v a g in a l  in te r c o u r s e  
is  b e l ie v e d  to  b e  th e  m a j o r  m e a n s  of 
s p r e a d in g  A ID S , s tu d ie s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
th e  v i r u s  m a y  p a s s  m o r e  e a s i ly  a m o n g  
p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  h a d  g o n o r rh e a ,  g e n i 
ta l  h e r p e s  o r  o th e r  s e x u a l ly  t r a n s m i t ­
te d  d is e a s e s ,  p e r h a p s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f 
o p e n  s o r e s  in th e  s k in  o f  th e  g e n i ta l  
a r e a  a n d  th e  p r e s e n c e  th e r e  o f  l a r g e r  
th a n  u s u a l  n u m b e r s  o f  th e  ty p e s  o f 
w h ite  b lo o d  c e l ls  t h a t  th e  v i r u s  in v a d e s .

Q. C a n  th e  v i r u s  s p r e a d  th ro u g h  
o ra l  s e x ?

Deaf Woman Sues Over Jury
P IT T S B U R G H , F e b . 14 (A P )  —  A 

w o m a n  b a r r e d  f ro m  s e rv in g .o n  a  Ju ry  
b e c a u s e  s h e  is  d e a f  h a s  s u e d  th e  B la ir  
C o u n ty  ju d g e  w h o  d is m is s e d  h e r ,  a l le g ­
in g  s h e  w a s  a  v ic t im  o f d is c r im in a t io n .

T h e  w o m a n , Jo A n n  D eL o n g , a lle g e d  
in  h e r  s u i t  t h a t  th e  ju d g e ,  R . B ru c e  
B ru n b a u g h , v io la te d  a  F e d e r a l  a c t  t h a t  
p ro h ib i t s  d is c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  th e  
h a n d ic a p p e d  In a n y  a c t iv i ty  in  w h ic h  
F e d e r a l  fu n d s  a r e  u s e d  w h e n  h e . d is ­
m is s e d  h e r  in  O c to b e r .

T h e  la w s u it,  f ile d  W e d n e s d a y  in  F e d ­
e r a l  D is t r ic t  C o u r t, Is In te n d e d  to  e s ­
ta b l i s h  t h a t  F e d e r a l  fu n d s  h e lp  f in a n c e  
c o u n ty  c o u r t  o p e ra t io n s ,  h e r  la w y e r , 
R o b e r t  W. L a p e , s a id  T h u rs d a y .
; M s . D eL o n g  is  s e e k in g  n o  f in a n c ia l  
d a m a g e s ,  o n ly  a  c o u r t  o r d e r  to  p e r m i t  
th e  d is a b le d  to  p a r t i c ip a te  o n  ju r ie s .

J u d g e  B ru n b a u g h  d id  n o t  r e t u r n  te le ­
p h o n e  c a l l s  m a d e  to  h is  o ffic e .

M s. D e l o n g  w a s  c a l le d  a s  a  p o te n t ia l  
J u r o r  f o r  a  c iv il c a s e ,  b u t  J u d g e  B ru n ­
b a u g h  r e je c te d  h e r  b e f o re  la w y e r s  f o r  
e i t h e r  s id e  q u e s tio n e d  h e r ,  M r. L a p e  
s a id .

M s. D e L o n g  h a d  fu ll h e a r in g  u n t i l  th e  
a g e  o f  7 a n d  " c a n  s p e a k  a m a z in g ly  
w e ll,”  h e  s a id .  A n  i l ln e s s  le f t  h e r  w ith ­
o u t a n y  h e a r in g .

S h e  u s e s  a n  i n t e r p r e t e r  w h o  t r a n s ­
la te s  w o rd  b y  w o rd  u n d e r  th e  S ig n e d  
E n g lis h  s y s te m , M r. L a p e  s a id .  U n d e r  
a n o th e r  s y s te m ,  A m e r ic a n  S ig n  L a n ­
g u a g e , t r a n s l a t o r s  s k ip  s o m e  w o r d s  in  
f a v o r  o f  c o n c e p ts ,  h e  s a id .

In  d is m is s in g  M s. D e L o n g , J u d g e  
B ru n b a u g h  c i te d  a  P e n n s y lv a n ia  d a s e  
In w h ic h  a  c r im in a l  d e f e n d a n t  r e c e iv e d  
a  n e w  t r i a l  a f t e r  i t  w a s  le a r n e d  th a t  o n e  
j u r o r 's  h e a r in g  w a s  im p a ire d .

A  g e n e r a l  a r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  s e a t in g  
d e a f  j u r o r s  i s  t h a t  j u r o r s  o f te n  m u s t  
w e ig h  th e  c r e d ib i l i ty  o f  w i tn e s s e s  b y  
s u b t le  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  w a y  th e y  a n s w e r  
q u e s tio n s .

" T h a t 's  p r o b a b ly  th e  m a jo r  a r g u ­
m e n t ,"  M r. L a p e  s a id .  " W e  s a y  th e  
d e a f  a r e  u s e d  to  Ju d g in g  f ro m  f a c ia l  e x ­
p re s s io n s  a n d  o th e r  n o n v e rb a l  
m e a n o r .  D e a f  p e o p le  m a y  e v e  
m o re  p e r c e p t iv e  v is u a lly ."

~ y & g r‘~~7
a n d  c o n d o m s  a r e  b e lie v e d  to  o i l e r  a  
h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  p ro te c t io n .  H o w e v e r , 
c o n d o m s  a r e  n o t fo o lp ro o f : T h e y  m a y  
t e a r ,  s l ip  o r  b e  m is u s e d ,  a n d  i n  o n e  
s tu d y  tw o  c a s e s  w e r e  d o c u m e n te d  in  
w h ic h  th e  v i r u s  p a s s e d  b e tw e e n  p a r t ­
n e r s  w h o  u s e d  c o n d o m s  in  i n t e r c o u r s e  
o v e r  a n  e x te n d e d  p e r io d . B e c a u s e  t h e  
v i r u s  m a y  b e  p r e s e n t  in  m e n 's  p r e -  
e ja c u la t io n  e m is s io n s  a n d  In  v a g in a l  
s e c r e t io n s ,  e x p e r t s  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t

B i s h o p s  S a y  C o n d o m s  

M a y  N o t  P r e v e n t  A I D S

D A L L A S , F e b . 14 ( A P )  —  M o r e  th a n  
ISO R o m a n  C a th o lic  b is h o p s  m e e t in g  
h e r e  h a v e  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  a b s t in e n c e  
a n d  m a r i t a l  f id e lity  a r e  b e t t e r  w e a p o n s  
to  f ig h t  A ID S  th a n  a r e  c o n d o m s , w h ic h  
th e y  b e l ie v e  c r e a t e  a  f a l s e  s e n s e  o f  s e ­
c u r i ty ,  a  b ish o p  s a id  F r id a y .

T h e  g r o u p  d e te r m in e d  t h a t  h e a l th  o f ­
f ic ia ls ,  in  p ro m o tin g  c o n d o m s ; m ig h t  
b e  m is le a d in g  th e  p u b l ic  s in c e  c o n ­
d o m s  d o  n o t a lw a y s  p r e v e n t  t r a n s m i s ­
s io n  o f  t h e  d is e a s e ,  s a id  B is h o p  L e ro y  
M a t th ie s e n  of A m a r i l lo . T h e  C a th o l ic  
c h u r c h  h a s  lo n g  o p p o se d  a r t i f i c i a l  b i r th  
c o n tro l .

C a th o lic  b is h o p s  f ro m  t h e  U n ite d  
S ta te s ,  M e x ic o  a n d  C e n tr a l  A m e r ic a  
to o k  p a r t  In th e  c o n f e r e n c e  th i s  w e e k  
o n  m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h .  T h e  g r o u p  p la n s  
to  d e v e lo p  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o g r a m  e m ­
p h a s iz in g  a b s t in e n c e  f o r  s in g le  p e o p le  
a n d  f id e l ity  fo r  m a r r i e d  c o u p le s ,  t h e  
B is h o p  s a id .

A t  th e  c o n fe re n c e , D r . L a m b e r  N . 
K in g  o f  SL V in c e n t 's  H o s p ita l  in  N e w  
Y o rk  p r e s e n te d  a  p a p e r  c i t in g  s tu d ie s  
t h a t  sh o w e d  c o n d o m s  o f fe r e d  70  p e r ­
c e n t  p r o te c t io n  f ro m  a c q u i r e d  im m u n e  
d e f ic ie n c y  s y n d ro m e .

I f  c o n d o m  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a r e  p u t  o n  i 
te le v is io n , “ i t 's  g o in g  to  b o o m e r a n g  
w ith  p e o p le  w h o  d o  n o t  l i s te n  c a r e f u l ­
ly ,"  B ish o p  M a t th ie s e n  s a id .

M s g r . W illia m  B. S m ith ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
m o r a l  th e o lo g y  a t  SL J o s e p h  S e m in a r y  
in  N e w  Y o rk , o u tl in e d  a n  e th i c a l  p a s to ­
r a l  a p p r o a c h  f o r  t h e  b is h o p s .

B ish o p  M a t th ie s e n  s a id  t h e  m o n s i-  
g n o r is  th e m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e  b is h o p s  
sh o u ld  b e  k in d  w h e n  d e a l in g  w i th  A ID S  

d i m s .  T h e  B is h o p  s a i d :  “ T h e  w a y  h e  
r a s e d  i t  is  t h a t  i s  w e  d o n 't  c o n o o o e  

b u t  n e i th e r  d o  w e  c o n d o n e  s e lf -  
te o u s n e s s ,  J u d g in g  p e o p le . T h e r e ’s  

a t u r a l  te m p ta t io n  to  d o  th a L "
W e  w a n t  to  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  
m a r i t a l  f id e l i ty ,"  b e  s a id ,  a d d in g  

h a t  th e  t h r e a t  o f  A ID S  w a s  a  n e w  a r g u ­
m e n t  In s u p p o r t  o f  f id e lity . " A n d  f o r  
th o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  m a r r i e d , "  h e  a d d e d , 
w e  a r e  g o in g  to  e m p h a s iz e  c e l i b a c y ."

f

d r i

J r v n - V .  .
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The
Health, Education and 
Social Services

DATE: j / z * { s 2

Com m ittee has c o n s id e re d  CSSB l( J u d )
"An Act relating to the rights of physically and mentally disabled persons."

MBCC— giTDS:

[ ] r e p la c e  w i t h  ______________ ____________
[ ] a t ta c h e d  amendm ent(s)

do p ass  
[ 3 do n o t  pass
[ 3 - no recom m enda tion
[ 3 in d i v id u a l  recom m endations
[ 3 a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  th e

ADOPTS:  [ 3 l e t t e r  o f  in t e n t

[ 3 th e  same t i t l e
[ ] a new t i t l e

Com m ittee

ATTACHES XEW FISCAL NOTE(s) : 
[ 3 f i s c a l  im p a c t
C ] z e ro  f i s c a l  n o te
[ ] z e ro  w i th  a n a ly s is

SIGH JOG DO PASS:

[ s j (  same as p re v io u s  f i s c a l  n o te s
p u b lis h e d  ______________________

[ 3 same as p re v io u s  z e ro  f i s c a l
n o te  p u b lis h e d  ________________

S I G X H G  OTHER BEOQmENDAXIOHS:
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