


§ 28.05.090 Alaska Statutes § 28.05.096

C o lla te ra l re f e re n c e s . — 7A Am. Ju r . 
2d, A utom obiles and Highway Traffic. 
§§ 185 to 203.

GO C.J.S. M otor Vehicles, $ 2(i.

Sec. 28.05.090. Citation form. IRepealed, .s'1 6 ch 178 SLA 1978.]
Sec. 28.05.091. Seizure of unsafe or defectively equipped vehi­

cle. A  motor vehicle which is driven on a highway or vehicular way or 
area, and which has been determined to be defective in equipment so 
as to be unsafe for driving, is an unlawful vehicle and may be 
impounded by a peace officer or an employee of the department 
officially designated for that purpose. The owner or person in lawful 
possession of the vehicle shall pay the necessary costs of impounding 
and storing the vehicle. The impounding of a vehicle is in addition to 
any other pena’iy. Nothing in this section prevents the driving or 
moving of a defective vehicle in the manner directed by the peace 
officer or employee to a place for
t1) the correction of a defect in the equipment;
v2 ) dismantling or wrecking; or
(3) storage without repair. (S 6 ch 178 SLA 19781
Sec. 28.05.095. Child safely devices. lEffeclive June 8, 1985.1 

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, a driver may not transport 
a child under the age of seven in a motor vehicle unless the driver has 
provided and properly secured each child as described in this subsec­
tion. If the child is less than four years of age, the child shall be 
properly secured in a child safety device meeting the standards of the 
United States Department of Transportation for a child safely device 
for infants. If the child is between four and six years of age, the child 
shall be properly secured in a child safety device approved for a child 
of that age and size by the United States Department of Transportation 
or in a seatbelt, whichever is appropriate for the particular child.
(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to
(1 ) a school bus or an emergency vehicle;
(2) a child or class of children exempted bv regulation under AS 

28.05.096;
(3) a child required to be restrained by seatbelts under (a) of this 

section if the motor vehicle is not equipped with seatbelts; or
(4) a motor vehicle exempt under A S  2S.10.011 (1 1 ).
(c) A  person may not remove a seatbelt from a vehicle solely to be 

exempted under (b)(3) of this section. (§ 1 ch 99 SLA 1984 )

<1- J

CO

E ffec tive  d a te s .  — Section 3, ch. 99, 
SLA 1984, m akes th is  section effective one

y ear after enaclmen*. C hapter 99 was 
approved by th e  governor on Ju n e  8, 1984.

Sec. 28.05.096. Exemptions and alternative safety devices. 
[Effective June 8, 1985.] (a) The commissioner of public safety may

1 2
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y

DIVIS IO N OF STATE TROOPERS

/

3IL L  SHEFFIELD. GOVERNOR  
Robert J. Sundberg 
Commissioner

5700 E. TUDOR ROAO 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9950'

March 3, 1986

Mr. Frank Bickford
Statewide Coordinator
Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mr. Bickford:

The Alaska State Troopers enforcement of a mandatory seat belt law will be 
that enforcement incidental to other traffic stops in the normal course of 
patrol as ..■all as information developed in the course of traffic accident 
investigations.

Sincerely,

Colonel Michael C. Kolivosky 
Director
Alaska State Troopers

MCK/ln

cc: Rep. M. Mike Millar



T IT L E :  An Act relating to CONTACT: Ellen
mandatory use of safety devices

BILL NO: HB 167 DATE: March 10, 1987
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As many as 50% of traffic deaths and 65% of the injuries could be prevented 
if all motorists wore the safety belt that has been required equipment -'n 
every passenger vehicle manufactured since 1968.

Highway safety professionals have urged tUr' use of these devices through 
public information and education programs for twenty years, and have had 
only limited success in increasing their use.

Twenty-five states now require motorists to wear seatbelts. Each state 
has experienced different levels of compliance and, as a consequence, 
different rates of reduction in fatalities and injuries. The more 
stringent the law and the more diligent the enforcement, the higher the 
rate of usage that has been achieved and the greater the reduction in 
fatalities and injuries. However, it must be pointed out that iagardless 
of the emphasis placed on enforcement, usage rates have increased in every 
state that has enacted seatbelt legislation of any kimT

The health and safety of its citizens are legitimate concerns of every 
state government. The failure of most motorists to wear their safety 
belts affects each of us e.ery time we renew our automobile insurance. 
Automobile accidents are the largest single response category for 
ambulance services. As many as 25% of all ambulance trips are to the 
scene of injury-producing traffic accidents. Peace officers spend an 
enormous amount of time investigating automobile accidents, especially 
when injuries or deaths are involved. Hospital emergency rooms and 
rehabilitation centers are among other direct services provided to victims 
of automobile accidents. State and local governments directly fund these 
activities. The indirect costs to-society are even greater in terms of 
vitality and productivity lost and dependents added to the welfare roles.

The Department of Public Safety supports passage of this bill.

nrm rt

f t

William R. Nix 
Acting Commissioner
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P o s i t  Ion Paper /
House B i l l  No. 16V

For an Act e n t i t le d :  "An Act r e la t in g  t o  mandatory use o f  s a fe ty  d e v ic e s . ”
This act repea ls  and reenac ts  AS 28 .0 5 .0 9 5  to  re q u i re  t h a t  "a person may 
not occupy a motor v e h ic le  while In ope ra t ion  un less re s t ra in e d  by a s a fe ty  
b e l t . ”  Children under 4 years o ld  are requ ired  to  be In a U .S . Department 
o f  T ransporta tion  (DOT) approved ch i ld  s a fe ty  device , and ch i ld ren  between 
fou r and s ix  must be In an approved s a fe t y  device o r  secured by a s e a t b e l t .
This b i l l  would exempt school bus and emergency v e h ic le  passengers from the 
requirement, v eh ic le  op e ra to rs  engaged In the d e l iv e ry  o f  mall and o th e rs  . 
as determined by r e g u la t io n  where a r e s t r a i n t  Is Impractica l f o r  medlca.' or 
o the r physical c on d i t io n s .
The Department o f  Health and Soc ia l Serv ices s t ro n g ly  supports  the passage 
o f  th is  b i l l  f o r  the fo l low in g  reasons :
1) Motor v eh ic le  crashes a re  a leading cause o f  death . In ju r y  and longterm 

d l s a b i I I t y ;
2 )  Numerous s tud ies  have shown th a t  sea t b e l t s  and o the r v eh ic le  s a fe ty  r e ­

s t r a in t s  s u b s t a n t ia l ly  reduce the l ik e l ih o od  o f  death o r  In ju ry  t o  motor 
veh ic le  occupants Invo lved In crashes;

3) E f f o r t s  to  educate the pub lic  about the b en e f i t s  o f s e a tb e l t s  have 
f a i l e d  to  convince the m a jo r i t y  o f  v eh ic le  occupants vo use them.

Background
Motor veh ic le  crashes are the leading cause o f  death f o r  persons between 1 
and 35 years o f  age. For teenagers , car crash f a t a l i t i e s  outnumber the nex t  
f i v e  causes o f  death comb Ined .
N a t io n a l ly ,  over the past decade more than 450 ,000  persons have died on 
America’ s highways. Every yec.f over 40 ,000  persons a re  k i l l e d  In automobile 
accidents In the United S ta te s ,  and more than 300 ,000  peop le s u f f e r  moderate 
to  severe and c r i t i c a l  I n j u r i e s .  Many o f  the In ju red  a re  young people who 
w i l l  never work again f o r  the r e s t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .
In A laska, from 1980 through 1984, un in ten tiona l In ju r i e s  (acc iden ts ) have 
been the leading cause o f  death . Motor veh ic le  crashes and drowning have 
been the ch ie f causes o f  these deaths. In 1985 th e re  were 127 deaths and 
more than 6 ,0 0 0  Alaskans were In ju red as a r e s u l t  o f  motor v eh ic le  crashes 
In th Is  s t a t e .
According the D iv is io n  o f  Insurance, b od i ly  In ju ry  c la im s payments f o r  
p r iv a te  passenger n o n - f le e t  automobile l i a b i l i t y  In Alaska t o ta le d  over s ix  
m i l l i o n  d o l la r s  In 1983 and was over e igh t mil l io n  In 1984. These amounts 
do not Include paid lo sses from other t h i r d  party  payers , such as Medicare, 
Medicaid, General R e l i e f  Medica l, Indian Health Serv ice o r  Workers ’ Compen­
s a t io n .  C le a r ly ,  In add it ion  to  the unacceptable lo sses from premature 
death and d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  motor veh ic le  crashes c rea te  a s ig n i f i c a n t  f in an c ia l
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burden which Is shared by a l l  c i t i z e n s .
Worldwide, about 30 coun tr ie s  have mandated sea t b e l t  use. In Great B r i t a in  
sea t b e l t  use rose from about 40? to  90 -95? with the passage o f  a mandatory 
use law. At the same t im e , the number o f  Ind iv id ua ls  t rea ted  In emergency 
rooms as the r e s u l t  o f  motor v eh ic le  crashes has dropped 15?. There were 
a ls o  15 to  20? fewer f a t a l i t i e s  In the years s ince the passage o f  the law.
In Canada, fou r p rovinces have enacted mandatory sea t  b e l t  use laws. The 
e f fe c t iv en e s s  o f  these laws In Increasing b e l t  use has been shown to  be 
dependent on the degree to  which they a re  en fo rced . In provinces where 
s t r i c t  enforcement has been p racticed  b e l t  use has been as high as 80? . 
Deaths due to  motor v eh ic le  crashes have declined 11? and In ju r ie s  6? In 
provinces with mandatory use laws.
I n t h i s  country , tw en ty - f iv e  s ta te s  arid the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia now have 
mandatory b e l t  use laws. New York was The f i r s t  s ta te  to  pass such a law. 
S ea tb e lt  use the re  has ranged from 39? t o  76? . These use ra te s  have re su lted  
In about a 9? drop In motor v eh ic le  crash f a t a l i t i e s .
I t  Is c le a r  th a t  the use o f  sea t b e lt s  can reduce the number o f  deaths and 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  due to  motor v eh ic le  c rashes . A mandatory sea t b e l t  use law 
would go f a r  to  achieve th i s  goal and complement e x is t ing  t r a f f i c  s a fe ty  
le g i s la t io n  regarding d r iv ing  while In to x ic a ted , maximum speed l im i t s ,  and 
I IcensIng requIrements .
P o s I t Io n
The Department o f  Health and Socia l Serv ices s t ro n g ly  supports th is  b i l l  
because I t  can r e s u l t  In decreases In the number o f  deaths, d i s a b i l i t i e s  
and In ju r ie s  caused by motor v eh ic le  c rashes .

Recommended by:

D iv is io n  o f  Pub lic  Health

Date:

Approved by:
Myra ^  Munson, CommissionsMyrc
Department o f  Health 
Soc ia l Services
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A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  COALITION
319 SEWARD ST. #8 
JCNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
907-586-1400

3/10/87
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R- RESOLUTION 

L - L E T T E R

A L A S K A  N U R S E S  A S S O C IA T IO N - R
A M E R IC A N  SO C IE T Y  OF S A F E T Y  E N G IN E E R S /A K . C H A P T E R -R
m n r T  tr m c F -sF  t w  -  o

M O TH ERS A G A IN S T  D RU N K  D R IV IN G / JU N E A U  C H A P T E R -R
A L A S K A  TREA TM EN T  C E N T E R -R
A L A S K A  R E V IE W  BO A R D  ON A LC O H O L ISM -R
A L A S K A  A D V IS O R Y  BO A RD  ON D RU G  A B U S E -R
H U M A N A  H O S P IT A L /E X E C U T IV E  CO M M ITTEE-L
NORTH  S T A R  C O U N C IL ON A G IN G - R
A L A S K A  D EN T A L  S O C IE T Y -R
A L A S K A  C O U N C IL ON PR EV EN T IO N  OF ALCOHOL A N D  D RU G  -  
A B U S E -R
A L A S K A  ST A T E  M ED IC A L  A S S O C IA T IO N -L  
A L A S K A  LU N G  A S S O C IA T IO N -R  
B L U E  C R O SS  OF W A SH IN G TO N  AN D  A L A S K A -L  
A RC O  A L A S K A - L
JU N E A U  R ET IR ED  T EA C H ER S  A S S O C IA T IO N -R  
A L A S K A  H EA LT H  ED U CAT IO N  C O N SO RT IU M -R  
H IG H W A Y  U S E R S  FED ERA T IO N  OF A L A S K A -R  
A L A S K A  ST A T E  M ED IC A L  A S SO C IA T IO N  A U X IL IA R Y -R  
ST A T E  A D V IS O R Y  C O U N C IL ON EM ERG ENCY M ED IC A L  -  
5 E R V IC E S -R
D IR EC T O R S : F E D E R A L  S A F E T Y  & H EALTH  -  sEATBElt LAWs

C O U N C IL /SO U T H C EN T R A L  A L A S X A -R  -----------------
H EA LT H  A S SO C IA T IO N  OF A L A S X A -R  
SO URDO UGH  A D V E N T U R E S -R  
M O R R ISO N  -  XN U D SEN  C O .-R  
A L A S K A  A C A D E M Y  OF P H Y S IC IA N  A S S IS T A N T S -R



A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  COALI T I O N
SEATBELT LAWS

319 SEWARD ST. #8 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
907-586-1400

3/6/67 - TH E  A L A S K A  SAFETY BELT USE COALITION ENDORSES HB 

167, REQUIRING SAFETY BELT USE IN P A S S E N G E R  VEHICLES. H B  
167 W A S  INTRODUCED BY R E P R E SENTATIVE S A M  COTTEN A N D  H A S  
11 CO-SPONSORS REPRESENTING D E M O C R A T  A N D  R E P U B L I C A N  

LEGISLATORS.

3/10/57 - IN TH E  P A S T  THREE W E E K S  T H E  COALITION H A S  

COLLECTED O V E R  2,500 SIGNATURES IN S U P PORT OF A  
M A N D A T O R Y  SEAT BELT L A W  IN A L A S K A .  T H E  SIGNATURES W E R E  
G A T H E R E D  A T  T H E  FUR R E N D E Z V O U S  B O O T H  EXHIBIT 
FAIR/ANCHORAGE, THE S O L D O T N A / P E N I N S U L A  CENTER M A L L  
FAIR, T H E  W O R L D  OF W H E E L S  C A R  S H O W / A N C H O R A G E ,  A N D  THE 

IDITAROD D A Y S  F A I R / W A S I L L A .

3/67 - M I C H I G A N  TRAFFIC F A T A L I T Y  R A T E  D R O PPED DURING 
1966. M I C H I G A N’S TRAFFIC F A T A L I T Y  R A T E  R E L A T I V E  TO THE 
N U M B E R S  OF M I L E A G E  D R I V E N  W A S  T H E  L O W E S T  IN HISTORY 
D U R I N G  1966, ACCORDING TO THE M I C H I G A N  S T ATE POLICE W H O  

CREDITED T H E  STATE'S SAFETY BELT USE L A W .

SAFETY BELT USE L A W  NOTES -

* BELT USE L A W S  M O T I V A T E  PEOPLE TO BUCKLE U P  W H O  

O T H E R W I S E  W O U L D ’NT. BELT USE L A W S  C A U S E  F E W E R  M O T O R I S T S  

TO KILL OR INJURE OTHERS. BELT USE L A W S  RESULT IN BELT USE 
H A B I T S  T H A T  C A N  P R E V E N T  DRIVER LOSS OF C O N T R O L  BY H O L D I N G

. TH E  DRIVER IN PLACE BEHIND THE WHEEL.

* O T H E R  S I M I L A R  TRAFFIC SAFETY L A W S  PROTECT M O T O R I S T S  
A N D  OTHERS, SUCH A S  SPEED LIMITS, DRINKING A N D  DRIVING A N D  
DRIVER LICENSING. SAFETY BELT USE L A W S  A R E  CONSISTENT 
W I T H  THESE A N D  O T H E R  L A WS.



GOOD NEVS FROM BEV  YORK. DURING 1985 . THE F IRST FULL YEAR ITS 
SAFETY BELT LA V  VAS  IN EFFECT. FATALITIES DROPPED TO THE LOVEST 
LEVEL SIHCE 1949 . . .  SERIOUS INJUR IES VERE REDUCED BY 19 PERCEHT AMD 
MODERATE IN JUR IES  VERE DOVH 20 PERCEHT. THE NATION'S CAPITAL ALSO 
HAS A BELT LA V  THAT HAS PROVEH IT'S VORTH... TRAFFIC FATALITIES 
THROUGH HOVEMBER LAST YEAR VERE DOVH 29 PERCEHT COMPARED TO THE 
SAME PERIOD THF YEAR BEFORE.

-  STATE SEHATE SEHT HOUSE
HAHDATORY SEAT BELT B IL L .  SEHATOR ROD HOHROE: IT COULD SAVE 160 
L IVES , $80  H IL L IO H  IN  MEDICAL. IHSURAHCE. LOST YO RE  COSTS YEARLY .

j D j g .  -  THE U S .  SUPREME COURT
DISMISSED AH APPEAL OH ILL IHO IS  V . KOHRIG STATIHG THERE VAS  HO 
FEDERAL QUESTION INVOLVED. THE APPEAL STEMMED FROM THE ILL IHO IS  
SUPREME COURT DECISION YH ICH  UPHELD THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THAT 
STATE'S SEAT BELT L A V . U S .  SUPREME COURT AFFIRMED THIS DECISION 
SETTING A PRECEDENT THAT UPHOLDS SEAT BELT LAVS IN  OTHER STATES.

ipecski a s g S E f i ?  s ^ i n n & i  m  ‘i r s s  -

ANCHORAGE TIMES ( 2 / 2 3 / 8 7 )  I  HAVE BEEN AMAZED AT THE FA ILURE OF 
THE OPPONENTS OF A SEAT BELT B IL L  TO REALIZE THAT ONE OF THE VAYS  THE 
STATE OF ALASKA CAN SAVE MONEY AND L IVES  IS  THROUGH PASSAGE OF 
MANDATORY SEAT BELT LEGISLATION. PEOPLE VHP OPPOSE THE MANDATORY 
SEAT BELT L A V  PONY EXPECT TO BE LEFT BLEEDING AND BROKEN AT THE 
SCENE IF THEIR  FOLLY LEAPS TO DISASTER
THEY EXPECT TO BE ATTENDED BY EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIST. 
TRANSPORTED TO MODERN HOSPITALS AND TREATED IN EMERGENCY ROOMS. 
THEY ETPECT PHYSIC IANS AND OTHER MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS TO 
COMPLETELY CURE THEM AT NO COSTS SO THEY CAN GET BACK IN  THEIR CARS 
AND SPEED AVAY UNECUMBERED UNRESTRAINED.

(MMLHASJsa a a ®  m /m a m  gaaeaag sej
-  THREE STATES V ITH  SAFETY BELT LAVS  REPORT THAT NEARLY 

70  PERCENT OF THEIR DR IVERS AND FRONT SEAT PASSENGERS BUCKLE OP. IN  
tH @ g fg .  BELT USE HAS AVERAGED 66  PERCENT. IN  ‘5 E 2 & S ,  186 

FEVER PEOPLE DIED IN  TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS DURING THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF 
THE LA V  THAN THE YEAR BEFORE. BELT USE INCREASED IN  TEZAS FROM 15 
PERCEHT BEFORE THE L A V  TO 66 PERCENT SINCE THE LA V  TOOK EFFECT IN
SEPTEMBER. 1905- 2 2 A £ 7 A 2 2  HAS SEEN COMPLIANCE AVERAGE 66  PERCENT, 
UP FROM 34  PERCENT BEFOR THE LA V  TOOK EFFECT IN  DECEMBER, 1986 . 
DURING THE F IRST  NINE MONTHS OF THE SAFETY BELT LA V , TRAFFIC 
FATALITIES DROPPED BY  11 .6  PERCENT.

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N
319 SEWARD ST. #8 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801
907-586-1400 SEATBELT LAWS
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ALASKA PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH SURVEY 

Prepared For 

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

January, 1987

By HeUenthal and Associates, Inc,



L A W  REQUIRING SAFETY BELTS FOR ALL VEHICLE OCCUPANTS
BY

POLITICAL AND GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS

 Frequency.
STATE HOUSE DISTRICTS:

1 19
2 12

0 102

4 28

5 19

6 6
7 42

8 109

9 91

10 126

11 88

12 85

13 86

14 96

15 98

16 106
17 19

18 41

19 19

20 69

21 51
22 9

23 8

24 9

25 9

26 10
27 116

Are you for or against a 
safety belt law?
For Against

83.2% 16.8%
72.4% 27.6%

65.7% 34.3%
68.7% 31.3%
49.8% 50.2%

35.7% 64.3%
52.6% 47.4%

60.5% 39.5%

67.3% 32.7%

70.2% 29.8%

58.9% 41.1%

68.6% 31.4%

59.1% 40.9%

68.9% 31.1%

65.1% 34.9%

69.4% 30.6%

74.3% 25.7%

53.0% 47.0%

73.3% 26.7%

46.1% 53.9%

61.8% 38.2%

65.3% 34.7%

77.5% 22.5%
76.9% 23.1%
100.0%
68.2% 31.8%

65.7% 34.3%



PAGE 2

Are you for or against a 
safety belt law? 

Frequency____________________________ Eqc_______ Agginsl...

AREAS OF ALASKA:
Southeast 74.0% 26.0

Sitka 65.7% 34.3

Cordova-Kenai-S. Anc. 48.3% 51.7

Anchorage 65.0% 35.0

MatSu 69.4% 30.6

Greater Fairbanks 56.8% 43.2

Rural Alaska 77.7% 22.3

Kodiak 65.7% 34.3

TOTAL R O W  PERCEiNT 65.1% 34.9

S T A T E  V I D E  RESULTS
In total, 1473 Alaskan adults were interviewed between January 8th and 

17th, 1987.
Question - Are you for or against a safety belt law?

Response - For: 65.1 %, Against: 34.9%
Question - If Alaska passed a safety belt use law would you say that you 
would always wear a safety belt, would wear one most of th. time, would 
sometimes wear one, would hardly eve. wear one, or would never wear one? 
Response - Always wear a safety belt: 62.1 % , Wear safety belt most of the 
time : 22.6%, Sometimes wear a safety belt: 8.0%, Hardly ever wear a safety 

belt: 3.8%, Never wear a safety belt 3.5%.
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M a r c h  9, 1987

SUBJECT : S a f e t y  B e l t  U se  L a v  E f f e c t  Facrt S h e e t  a s  R e p o r t e d
b v  N a t i o n a l  H ighway T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

B r i e f l y ,  t h e  NHTSA r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
•  S i n c e  D ecem ber 1 9 8 4  t o  S e p tem b e r  1 9 8 6 ,  1 0 5 8  l i v e s  h a v e  

b e e n  s a v e d  due t o  SBULs
•  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  m on ths  o f  1 9 8 6  i f  t h e  f a t a l i t y  

c h an g e s  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h o u t  SBULs a r e  u s e d  t o  e s t im a t e  
w h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  h appened  i n  t h e  u s e  la w  s t a t e s  i f  t h e y  
h ad  n o t  h ad  u s e  la w s ,  t h e n  t h e s e  d a t a  p r o d u c e  an  
e s t im a t e  t h a t  SBULs w e re  1 1 . 5  p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  
p r e v e n t i n g  f a t a l i t i e s .

•  S a f e t y  b e l t  u s e  c an  r e d u c e  r i s k  o f  s e r i o u s  o r  f a t a l
i n j u r i e s  b y  40  t o  50  p e r c e n t .

•  B e l t  u s e  i n  p o s t  la w  s t a t e s  a v e rag e^ , a b o u t  45  p e r c e n t .

f



SAFETY BELT USE LAWS FACT SHEET
January 1987

In  Ju ly  1984, Nev York S ta te  enacted the f i r s t  sa fe ty  be lt  use law in the 
U.S . Combined with Sec re ta ry  D o le 's  i n i t i a t i v e  on automatic occupant 
p ro te c t io n , th is  began a wave o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  ac t ion  that resu lted  in the 
enactment o f  b e lt  use laws i . ; 26 S ta te s  and the D i s t r i c t  o f Columbia.
Each o f  these laws has'" as i t s  goa l the reduction in deaths and in ju r i e s  in 
motor veh ic le  crashes . This f a c t  sheet presents information on how e f fe c t i v e  
these laws have been in achieving that goa l.
The t o t a l  l i f e  savings a t t r ib u t a b le  to  a sa fe ty  b e lt  use law are a function  o f  
both the e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  s a fe ty  b e l t s  in  reducing f a t a l i t i e s  and in ju r i e s  and 
the degree to  which motor v eh ic le  occupants a c tu a l ly  use th e i r  sa fe ty  b e lt s .
F ie ld  s tud ies  o f a wide v a r ie ty  o f  motor v eh ic le  crashes, both here and 
overseas, c o n s is te n t ly  ind ica te  thac, when used, sa fe ty  b e lts  can reduce the 
r i s k  o f  f a t a l  o r  se rious  i n ju r i e s  by between 10 and 50%. The degree o f  use 
va r ie s  in  response to passage o f  a use law. While cases e x is t  abroad where 
sa fe ty  b e l t  use le v e ls  in  excess o f  90% have been sustained, there are a ls o  
instances where enactment o f  use laws has not been follcx-ed by any sub s tan t ia l 
increase in b e lt  use. C u rren t ly ,  sa fe ty  be lt .u sage i n s t a t e s  that have passed 
use laws averages about 45%. Usage v a r ie s  w ide ly , however. S ta tes  with usage 
in excess o f  70% are ad jacent to  S ta tes  where usage does not exceed 40%.
This f a c t  sheet presents an estimate o f  the number o f l iv e s  that have been 
saved as a r e s u l t  o f  compliance with sa fe ty  b e l t  use laws. These estimates 
are obtained through the use o f  time se r ie s  analyses as we ll as comparisons o f  
motor v eh ic le  f r o n t  seat occupant f a t a l i t i e s  occurring a f t e r  the enactment o f 
a law with those le v e ls  during s im i la r  periods p r i o r  to the law’ s enactment. 
The f a c t  sheet a ls o  presents in fo rm ation  on sa fe ty  be lt  use law performance 
f o r  1985 and f o r  the f i r s t  s ix  months o f  1986.
ESTIMATES OF SAFETY BELT USE IAW PERFORMANCE
The Nationa l Highway T r a f f i c  S a fe ty  Adm in is tra t ion 's  hfational Center f o r  
S t a t i s t i c s  and Ana lys is  has made estimates o f  the f a t a l i t y  reductions due to  
s a fe ty  b e lt  use laws. These estimates are based on information from the F a ta l 
Accident Reporting System (FARS).
o FARS conta ins in fo rm ation  on the number o f  f ro n t  seat passenger veh ic le  

occupant f a t a l i t i e s .

SAFETY BELT USE LAWS



These f a t a l  i d e s  in S ta tes  during the months in which the sa fe ty  b e lt  use 
la v  was in e f f e c t  have been compared to f a t a l i t i e s  during the same months 
in p rev ious years when the law was not in e f f e c t .  A dd it ion a l ly ,  f r o n t  
seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s  in S ta tes  that did not have a 
sa fe ty  b e l t  use law in e f fe c t  during any year have been compared so that 
a f a t a l i t y  trend can be es tab lished .

o A percentage reduction  in f r o n t  seat passenger veh ic le  occupant
f a t a l i t i e s  can be ca lcu la ted  lising th is  data.

LIVES SAVED DUE TO SAFETY BELT USE LAWS
By aggregating a l l  the f rom  seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s  that
have occurred in  S ta te s  s ince th e i r  b e lt  use laws became e f fe c t iv e ,  i t  is
p o ss ib le  to  estimate the l i v e s  saved due to  these laws.
o Based on the data a v a i la b le ,  sa fe ty  b e lt  use law performance i s  estimated

at That i s ,  occupant f a t a l i t i e s  in passenger veh ic les have been 
reduced by 1% in  S ta te s  tha t passed use laws.

o Passage o f  s a fe ty  b e l t  use laws w i i l  save l i v e s .  More importantly once
a l - ’w i s  passed, i t  w i l l  continue to  save l i v e s .

o Ar. estim ate  o f  the l i v e s  saved across the nation  due to the passage o f
s a f e r '  b e l t  use laws since the f i r s t  sa fe ty  b e l t  law became e f fe c t iv e  in 
New York in  December o f  1.984 i s  presented below:

7 7
49 56

223 279
’ 86 779 1058

L ives Saved Due to 
Safety B e lt  Use Laws Tota l L ives Saved

Tire- Period During th is  Period Due to  Sa fe ty B e lt  Use Laws
December 1984 
January ’ 85 -  June 185 
Ju ly  1 S3 -  December '85 
January '86 -  September
SAFETY r-ELT USE LAW PERFORMANCE IN 1985
In 1985, e igh t S ta te s  had sa fe ty  b e lt  use lawb in e f f e c t  f o r  at le a s t  3 
months. A minimum o f 3 months i s  necessary to  ensure that the e f fe c t s  o f  use 
lews car. be assessed.
o FAF5 data from these S ta tes  were used to estimate the e f fe c t s  o f  sa fe ty  

b e lt  use laws on f r o n t  seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s .  
NHTSA's estimate i s  that sa fe ty  b e lt  use laws resu lted  in a 7% reduction 
o f  these f a t a l i t i e s  in  1985.



MANDATORY USE LAW PERFORMANCE IN 1986
As o f  December 1986, FARS has s u f f ic ie n t  fa ta . ' i t y  counts f o r  the f i r s t  6
months o f  1986 to  make estimates of sa fe ty b e lt  use law e f fe c ts  on f r o n t  seat
passenger v eh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s .
o F ront seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l ' . t i e s  decreased by an

estimated 3% in  S ta te s  which did not have a sa fe ty  b e lt  use law in e f f e c t  
the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1985 but had a law in e f f e c t  f o r  a l l  the f i r s t  h a l f  o f 
1986. /

o In  c o n t ra s t ,  f a t a l i t i e s  in  the f ro n t  seats o f  passenger veh ic les
increased by an estimated 8% among S ta te s  which had not implemented a
sa fe ty  b e lt  use law by the end o f the f i r s t  h a l f  o f 1986.

o I f  the f a t a l i t y  changes in S ta tes without s a fe ty  b e lt  use laws are used
to estimate what would have happened in the use law S ta tes  i f  they had 
not had use laws, then these data produce an estimate that sa fe ty  b e l t  
use laws were 11% e f fe c t i v e  in  preventing f a t a l i t i e s .

o Using time s e r ie s  an a ly s is  covering the cumulative time period from
January ’ 35 through September ’ 86, sa fe ty  b e lt  use laws are estimated to  
have re su l te d  in a 7% reduction in f a t a l i t i e s .

o Based on a l l  a v a i la b le  data and ana lyses , mandatory use law performance
is  estimated a t 7%.

MANDATORY USE LAW LEGISLATION
Beginning w ith  New York in December 198^, 
Columbia have passed mandatory b e lt  use la  
dates are presented below:

S ta te  E f fe c t i v e  Date S
New York 
New Jersey 
I l l i n o i s  
Michigan 
Texas 
NebrasV * 
Missou'i 
North Ca ro lina  
D i s t r i c t  o f

12/01/84
3/01/85
7/01/85
7/01/85
9/01/85
9/06/85
9/28/35

11/01/85

Ohir
Wash
F lo r
Iowa
Kans
Loui
IdahColumbia 

Hawai i 
C a l i f o rn ia  
Connecticut 
Massachusetts*

12/12/85
12/16/851 /0 1 / 8 61 /0 1 / 8 6

1 /0 1 / 8 6

Maryland
Minnesota
Oklahoma
Indiana

7/01/86
8/0 1/86
2/01/87
7/01/87

//UI/80

* SAFETY BELT LAW WAS RESCINDED BY A 11/4/86 REFERENDUM VOTE



SUBJECT : A n a l y s i s  o f  NT SB S tu d y

Should Rear Seat Occupants Wear Lap Belts? - An Analysis of the NTSB study

On August 11 the National Transportation Safety 3oard (NTS3) held a press conrerence 
♦

to report on a'new study*w:Lth startling and disquieting news: that rear seat

occupants of automobiles may have more serious injuries in crashes if they wear

lap type seat belts than if they remain totally unrestrained. NTSB staff were

quick to point out that their study was based on a very small sample - only 26

frontal crashes — and that their comments were meant to.apply to persons wearing

lap belts and not to those wearing lap belt - shoulder harness conbinattions which,

they noted, are considerably more effective than are lap belts alone.

Nonetheless the cautions urged by NTSB have been overlooked and some people

have questioned the value of all seat belts, although NTSB had in fact pointed out

that even their conclusions about lap belts alone may be premature,. given the minute

site of their sample. With this in mind I have read through the entire NTSB report,

including information about each of the 26 crashes studied, to try to determine

to what extent this study meets scientific standards for research.

I. must conclude that this is one of the least aaaquate studies I have ever

reviewed as an epidemiologist. Were it submitted to any of the major refereed

scientific journals in this -field I strongly suspect it would be rejected because

'of th^extremely poor research design. These design issues are the followingi 
*

1. There were important biases in the selection process. In 1984 there were 

330,000 head on crashes alone reported in the U.S. plus many more than these that 

were ’front end crashes at an angle. Out of these several hundred thousand crashes

NTSB; chose 26 to study. These were not chosen at random. Rather, all had to *oe
*

a) tow away crashes, b) not inherently nonsurvivable, c) front end collisions, d) 

involving at least one occupant who was wearing a lap belt, and e) brought to the 

attention of NTSB field staff. Regarding the last of these criteria che‘report 

not” thaE "“£teI sev" al ”ore up involving rear seat lap bales, it

Ts-l6/o!fetJ , I ^ dg;o.P?sflt”“Ce °£ U P  3el“ 10 26 ?c°°“2 Crashes.'Rsport } M S B /

September 24, 1986i.
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was decided to alert the field investigators to look especially carefully at- 

potential cases involving occupants restrained in the rear seat (as distinct troa 

the earlier, acre general criterion of ’at least one occupant in the vehicle using 

a seat belt')." It is not clear from this statement - and probably unknown to the 

researchers — to what extent this selection policy resulted' in substantial biases 

toward more severe- cases of injury in persons wearing lap belts.

2 . The crashes in this study not only weren't typical; they were even more

severe than fatal Vermont crashes. A total of 139 persons were in the 26 vehicles 

in this study. Only 7 of them were uninjured, representing far more serious 

crashes than one sees typically. In fact, for comparison I reviewed 26 consecutive 

fatal crashes in Vermont. In those crashes there were only 63 occupants, 15 of 

whom had no injuries at all, despite the fact that some of the Vermont .fatals had 

so much vehicle destruction that they were nonsurvivable for those who died. Thus, 

NTSB crashes that supposedly were survivable turned out to be more severe on

.average than even the most severe crashes ir Vermont.

3. Almost half the data for this study came from.only 8 crashes. Forty five

percent of the 139 occupants were in only 8 vehicles further compromising an al-

ready grossly inadequate study size and design.

! j  One vehicle had 14- occupants •.
I  w<*

r ,  .

One vehicle had 13'-occupants - one adult and 12 children ages 2 to 7

One vehicle had 7 occupants

Three vehicles had 6 occupants each

Two vehicles had 5 occupants each

If NTSB was urging caution because they had studied only 26 crashes, how much mbre

caution should they have urged since almost half their cases came from only 8 

crashes? «.

4 '  ~  * stuli7 that U n  -  h a r n e „  , „ „ h l n a t l o m a r .

—  °°°r overwhelming ^ o r i t y  of che M .y seer belt

studies Since the eerly 1950s hsve shown thee U p  belts ssve lives by preventing
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occupant ejection, but that they do not reduce the severity of those injuries that 

do occur. In contrast lap-shoulder harness combinations reduce not only the fre- 

/ quency of death but markedly reduce the severity of injury as well. Overall one 

can expect a 252 reduction of all injuries, a 40-50% reduction of severe injuries 

and a 60-75% reduction of fatal injuries. As seen in the accompanying chart by 

Campbell and Reinfart, in only three studies (all with small samples) out of the 

42 they examined were seatbelts found not to be of benefit, and the larger studies

all, showed substantial benefit.

Despite the hundreds of well designed studies that document the benefits of 

seatbelts in saving lives, and of lap-harness combinations in saving lives and 

reducing injury severity, the NTSB study not only suggested that lap belts were less 

protective than being totally unrestrained; it also' suggested - despite the comments 

by NTSB to the contrary - that one was no better off with a. lap-harness combination 

than with no restraint at all (Table 1). For all of the reasons noted above, I 

strongly believe that this strange conclusion was a-, reflection of the peculiar 

way the sample was chosen rather than a true finding that lap-harness combinations 

are not useful. They are extremely useful when compared to being unrestrained.

. What Can One Conclude?

1, For the reasons noted above, no conclusions of ariy'sort can be reached
»   • ;  - ...............................................................................................................................

from thg NTSB study because-Che study design and the sample size do not meet'scien-

tific criteria for valid research'. One does not set public policy based on 26

crashes, much less 8 crashes, all of which were'carefully chosen so that they

•would-be severe.

2. Based on many other studies, it does seem appropriate to conclude that.:
«*

a) lap-shoulder -combinations are useful both in reducing frequency and

severity of injury while lap belts alone reduce frequency of fatality 

but not of injury,

V



b) in a minority of cases lap belts do cause injuries, but their 

benefits still substantially outweigh their drawbacks

c) Whenever possible installation and use of lap-shoulder combinations

is,preferable to lap belts alone, including in the rear seat.
« •

d) Use of either lap-shoulder combinations or lap belt alone is pre- _ 

ferable to* being unrestrained.

Ju l ia n  A. W a l le r ,  M .D ., M.P.H. 
P ro fe s so r  o f  Medicine 
The U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Vermont



Injury Reduction (%) .
Belt Effect • ' _ .

Source: Adapted from B.J. Campbell and D.W. Reinfun, "T he Decree of Benefit of 
Belts in Reducing Injury: An Attempt to Explain Study Discrepancies,”  (W irrendale, 
Pa.: Society of Automotive Engineers, SAE Technical Paper Series  ̂790684, 1979). 
Reprinted with permission, copyright O 1979 Society of Automotive Engineers, Inc.

F igu re  7 - 1 ;  Conclusions and Margins o f  E r ro r  in  Studies o f  E ffective- 
ness o f  Passenger Restraints in Reducing In ju r ie s  and  Fa-

; .  taliries. :
• •  «■ ,

;  •  •

Figure 7 - 1  shows how  the size o f  samples 
affects the  conclusion reached in studies o f  the effectiveness o f  occupant 
restraints in  reducing in ju ry and death.* T h e  high peaks represent highly 
believab le results involving large samples that have a v e ry  na rrow  margin 
o f  e r ro r .  T h e  low  flat peaks involve small samples, and consequently have 
a m uch  greater margin o f  error. Th is difference in sample size is one 
reason why studies have described seatbelts as anywhere f r om  totally 
ineffective to over 75 percent effective in reducing in ju ry . Another 
reason , apparent f rom  this figure, is that 'seatbelts are m o re  effecdve in 
reducing serious and fatal injuries than in reducing m in o r  ones. Thus , 
the conclusion o f  “ success" o r  “ fa i lu re " depends on the care taken in 
in it ia l ly def in ing the program goals and objectives. I f  the sought-after 
end po in t  is to reduce all injuries, the effectiveness o f  seatbelts will be 
less (2 5  percent) than i f  the goal is defined as reducing serious and fatal 
i n ju ry  (5 0  percent reduction) o r fatal injury only (6 5  percent decrease).

100 ■ 75 50 .. 25 .. 0 Injury Increase



ABBREVIATED INJURY SCALE

",.......................  0.....i "v "?... "5 4+ TOTAL
Un r e s t r a i n e d  7% 35 30 19 9 1C0%

(H=57)
Lap /S hou lder 6% 38 31 9 16 100%

(N=32)

X2 =  2.204 d f  =  4 p =  .698

Th i s  c o n c l u s i o n  is c o n t r a r y t o  a l m o s t  alii p r i o r  s t u d i e s  o f  l a p /s h o u l d e r  b e l t  

EFFECTIVENESS.

NISB/SS-30/G3

>

TABLE 1



Summary of Analysis of NTS3's "Safety Study. Performance of Lap Belts in 26 

Fatal Crashes." (NTSB/SS-36/03, 1986)

trrSB's recent report on lap belt performance alleges that in frontal crashes persons 

wearing lap belts alone may have more severe injuries than do totally unrestrained 

persons. Analysis of this report reveals the following:

X. Xt was based on only 26 frontal crashes, all towavay.and involving at 

least one lap seatbelt wearer with emphasis on rear seatbelts, and all brought to 

th attention of NTSB regional staff,.through a process that may have- had selection 

biases.

2. Only 7 of the 139 vehicle occupants were uninjured, representing far more 

persons per crash and far higher percentage of injured persons per crash than

are typically found. In fact by comparison in 26 consecutive fatal Vermont crashes 

there were only 6J occupants, ’IS of whom were uninjured. ■ •

3. While the report is based on 26 crashes, 45% of the 139 occupants were in 

fact in only 8 of these crashes. One vehicle had 14 occupants, another 13 (12

of whom were under age 8), another 7 occupants, while 3 had 6 persons each and 2 

had 5 persons each. If it is unwise to base public policy on only 26 crashes, .how 

much more unwise is it to do so basgd largeJy'on 8 crashes?

4. Although NTSB staff argued that lap-shoulder harness combinations are better 

than being unrestrained the actual data in this poorly designed study do not support

t t ' )*** , .
'< their -statements. The distributions of injury severity (AIS) for the ‘57 unrestrainee 

occupants and the 32 occupants with lap-shoulder belts were not significantly 

different (p*».7). This again is thought to be. a reflection of the flawed study

design rather than of a true lack of difference between belted and unbelted persons.

5. In conclusion the defects in study design are such as to warrant that no

conclusions at all be drawn from this study either -for frontal crashes or for *any 

other types of crashes.
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M r. Jam es  E . B u r n e t t ,  J r .
C h a i rm an
N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  B o a rd  
8 00  In d e p e n d e n c e  A v e . ,  S .W .
W a s h in g t o n ,  D .C .  2 0 5 9 4
D e a r  J im :

The H ighway U s e r s  F e d e r a t i o n  w is h e s  t o  comment o n  y o u r  
r e c e n t  s t u d y  r e p o r t :  " P e r f o rm a n c e  o f  L ao  B e l t s  i n  26  F r o n t a l  
C r a s h e s " (N T S B / S S - 8 6 / 0 3 ) .

F i r s t ,  l e t  me s a y  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f  r e p r e s e n t s  
a  s t r o n g  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  h e l p  
im p r o v e  s a f e t y  on  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  h ig h w a y s .  The F e d e r a t i o n  
a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  B o a r d ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  c u t  t h e  
human and  e c on om ic  c o s t s  o f  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h r o u g h  y o u r  t im e l y  s t u d i e s .

H ow eve r ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  N T S B /S S - 8 6 / 0 3 ,  we a r e  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e l e a s e  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  w h ic h  
o t h e r s  h a v e  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  o r  m is u s e d .  We s p e a k  s p e c i f i c a l ­
l y  a b o u t  d a t a  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  l a p  b e l t s  i n  r e d u c i n g  
t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  and i n j u r i e s .

F o r  e x a m p le ,  c e r t a i n  s egm en ts  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  
o v e r - r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  About h a l f  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t  
v i c t im s  (4 1% ) s t u d i e d  w e re  u n d e r  16 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  T w e n ty -  
f o u r  p e r c e n t  (2 4% ) w e re  s i x  y e a r s  o f  age  o r  y o u n g e r .  T w en ty  
p e r c e n t  (2 0% ) o f  t h e  v i c t im s  w e re  i n  two l a r g e  v a n s ,  n o t  
p a s s e n g e r  c a r s .  G e n e r a l i z i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  s a m p le s  
t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a w h o le  o r  t h e  k i n d s  o f  
v e h i c l e s  m o s t  i n v o l v e d  i n  c r a s h e s  h a s  l e d  t o  e r r o n e o u s  
c o n c l u s i o n s .

Many o f  t h e  news s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  r e p o r t  r e a c h i n g  u s  
h a v e  im p l i e d  t h a t  l a p  b e l t s  a r e  i n  t h e m s e lv e s  h a z a r d o u s  and  
s h o u ld  n o t  be u s e d . f  T h i s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  n um e rou s  o t h e r  

/ s t u d i e s  t h a t  s h o w ' l a p  b e l t s  a r e  b e n e f i c i a l .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
we c i t e  t h e  s t u d y  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  f r o m  th e  F a t a l  A c c i d e n t  

■ R e p o r t i n g  S y s tem  (FARS) f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 9 7 5 - 1 9 8 4 .  The 
r e s u l t s  showed a f a t a l i t y  r e d u c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  1 4 - 2 4  
p e r c e n t  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f  r e a r  s e a t  l a p  b e l t s .
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T h e  F e d e r a t i o n  i s  e n c o u r a g e d ,  b y  t h e  r e p o r t ' s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  l a p /  
s h o u l d e r  b e l t s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e _ H o w e v e r ,  t h e  h i g h e r  s a f e t y  f a c t o r  o f  
! S p 7 s h o u l d e r  b e l t s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  d e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  

/ t h a t  b e i n q = h u c k l a d . _ u p . _ e v e n  i n  a  l a p _  b e l . t _ . i s  . f a r . . . s a f e r  t h a n  r i d i n g

The i n f e r e n c e  d raw n  b y  some i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d ’ s  r e p o r t  
t h a t  b a c k  s e a t  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  b e t t e r  o f f  u n b e l t e d  c r e a t e s  e x t r e m e l y  
u n f o r t u n a t e  d o u b t s  a b o u t  s a f e t y  b e l t  v a l u e s .  T h i s  i n f l i c t s  harm  t o  
t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  s a f e t y  b e l t  e f f o r t .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  
i t  i s  in c u m b e n t  on  t h e  B o a r d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  r e p o r t ' s  f i n d i n g s  i n  p r o p ­
e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m o t o r i n g  p u b l i c  d e s e r v e s  t o  know t h e  S a f e t y  
B o a rd  a c k n o w le d g e s  i n  i t s  own r e p o r t  t h a t :

o  The s t u d y  d e a l s  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  t y p e  o f  a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  f r o n t a l  
c r a s h .  In a sm u ch  a s  p a s s e n g e r  c a r  (> 12 mpn D e l t a )  f r o n t a l  c r a s h e s  
a c c o u n t  f o r  a b o u t  25 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  towaway c r a s h e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  y o u r  s t u d y  c a n n o t  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a c c i d e n t  
e x p e r i e n c e .

o  L ap  b e l t  b e n e f i t s  i n  m in im i z i n g  o c c u p a n t  e j e c t i o n  i n  
r o l l o v e r  and  s i d e - im p a c t  c r a s h e s  c a n n o t  b e  a s s e s s e d  b y  a n a l y z i n g  
f r o n t a l  c r a s h e s  a l o n e .

\ / Z  The s m a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e  s am p le  i n  t h e  s t u d y  "m eans t h a t  no  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  v a l i d  c o n c l u s i o n  c a n  be d rawn f r o m  i t . "

o  The B o a rd  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c a s e s  " i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  a r e  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  r e a l - w o r l d  a c c i d e n t s  
a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
o v e r a l l  l a p  b e l t  p e r f o r m a n c e . "

o The B o a rd  s t a t e s ,  " . . . i t  may be t h a t  i f  s u f f i c i e n t ,  a c c u r a t e  
d a t a  w e re  a v a i l a b l e  on  l a p  b e l t  p e r f o rm a n c e  i n  c r a s h e s ,  i t  w o u ld  be 
shown t h a t  l a p  b e l t s  r e d u c e  c r a s h  l o s s e s  t o  a g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  
t h e y  i n c r e a s e  t h e m ."

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e en  made c l e a r  o r  
e m p h a s i z e d  i n  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  a s e r i o u s  i n a d e q u a c y  t h a t  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  S a f e t y  3 o a r d ' s  im m ed ia te  a t t e n t i o n .

We f e e l  t h e  B o a r d ,  a s  a p u b l i c  b od y  a p p o in t e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  h a s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  m i s ­
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  b e in g  made b y  t h e  news m ed ia  and  t h e  
p u b l i c  w i t h o u t  d e l a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L e s t e r  ? .  Lamm
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B e lt  la w s  s p a r k  U .S . h e a lt h  t r e n d

-  • U NSafety belts
S afc ly -b e lt-u se  law s th a t  c o v e r  

a b o u t  159 m illio n  U .S . re s id e n ts  
have  c rea ted  a  new  class o f  c itizens 
—survivors.

T h e s e  a r e  p e r s o n s  w h o  liv e d  
th ro u g h  tra ffic  u c c id e  is  b e c a u se  
they  w ere b u ck led  u p . A n d  m any  
w ere  w earing  sa fe ly  b e lls  b e cau se  
o f  b c lt 'U se  la w s  p a s s e d  by  la w ­
m ak ers c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t red u c in g  
th e  h u m an  u n d  financia l co s ts  o f 
acc iden ts .

Dr. B.J. C am pbell, d ire c to r  o f  the  
I Irghwuy S afe ty  R escurch  C e n te r  a t 
th e  U niversity  o f  N o rth  C a ro liu p , 
says th a t, in 1985,400 A m erican s  in 
e ig h t  s la te s  o w e d  th e i r  liv e s  to  
safety-belt law s d u rin g  th e  first few 
m o n th s  those  luws w ere  in fo rc e  in 
th e ir siutcs.

C am pbell s tu d ied  th e  life-saving 
im p ac t o f sa fe ty -belt law s in effect 
d u rin g  1985 in Illin o is , M ic h ig a n , 
M isso u ri, N e b ra sk a , N ew  Je rsey , 
N ew  Y o rk , N o rm  C a ro l in a  a n d  
Texas.

" O n e  o f  th e  n e w e s t a n d  m o s t 
p ro fo u n d  c h a n g e s  in  U .S . m o lo r-  
v ch ic lc  tr a n sp o r ta tio n  h is to ry  h a s  
tak en  p lace  in th e  pas t tw o  years  
w ith tile  e n a c tm e n t o f  th ese  laws. 
B efore th e  belt luw s, sa fe ty -belt use 
w as less th an  20  p e rc e n t,” h e  sa id .

N ow  belt u se  is in d ie  40  to  50 
p e rcen t ran g e  in  th o se  s tu tes , und  
16 a d d itio n a l s ta te s  h a v e  e n a c te d  
bclt-usc laws. ■

"W lule iltis is a  long  wuy from  the  
k ind o f  co m p lian ce  everyone w ould  
like to  se e , it's m u c h  h ig h e r  th an  has

■'........-'"ti.' " V  T '
SAVED BY BELT: PojLe .pffiqer Robin.kane'9 car vya^ ‘gtojpk in thg rear whjl? she was on duty,

e v e r  b e e n  s e e n  b e fo re , a n d  i t ’s  a  
d r a m a t ic  u n d  a g r e e a b le  im p ro v e ­
m e n t,” h e  sa id .

C a m p b e ll s a id  by p ro je c tin g  h is  
f ind ings in  th o se  e ig h t s ta te s  to  th e  
e n tire  n a tio n , 2 ,0 0 0  to  2 ,5 0 0  lives 
c o u ld  b e  sa v e d  e a c h  y e a r . "A n d  
m in d  y o u , ih u t's  w ith  seu t-b e ll u se  
u t  i t s  c u r r e n t  le v e l  o f  4 0  to  5 0  
p e rc e n t ,"  h e  suid.

I f  s a fe ty -b e l t  la w s  c o v e r e d  a l! 
v e h ic le s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a n d  
e v e ry o n e  o b e y e d  th e  law s, a l  lea s t

7,000 to  9 ,0 0 0  lives w ou ld  b e  saved  
annually , h e  sa id .

P o l ic e  O f f io e r  R o b in  K a n e ,  a  
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S u f fo lk  C o u n ty  
H ig h w ay  P a t r o l ,  n e u r  N ew  Y ork 
C ity , is  o n e  o f  th e  n ew  b r e e d  o f  
su rv ivo rs. S h e  jo in e d  th a t  new  class 
A pril 2 0 ,1 9 8 6  w h e n  sh e  su rv ived  an  
u u to  a c c i d e n t  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  
w euring  a  sa fe ty  belt..

K u n e  w a s  i n  h e r  p a t r o l  c a r ,  
p a rk e d  o n  th e  m e d ia n  o f  th e  L ong

I s la n d  E x p re s s w a y  m o n i to r in g  
traffic, w hen  it w as s tn tc k  in the  rea r  
by  a n  a u to  trav e lin g  u t a b o u t 60  
m p h . T h e  c a r  th a t  h it  K a n e 's  w a s  
b e in g  d riv en  by a  d ru n k e n  driver.

A fte r th e  cru sh , K a n e  un fasten ed  
h e r  sa fe ty  b e ll u n d  w as pu lled  from  
(h e  a u to  by  em erg en cy  p e rso n n e l.

"T h e  tru n k  o f  th e  p a tro l  c u r  wasj 
p u sh e d  all th e  w ay  to  th e  bu ck  of! 
(h e  f ro n t se u t, b u t m y sa fe ty  b e l l

P lease  se e  n ex t pag e
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C o n tin u e d  from  pag e  1

h e ld  m e  in  p la c e  a n d  k ep t m e  from  
being  m o re  se riously  in ju red ," K une 
sa id .

“ 1 h a v e  w o r n  a  s a f e l y  b e l t  
r e g u la r ly  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  w ith  th e  
vo lum e o f  traffic on  o u r  roads today, 
a n y o n e  w ho d o esn ’t buck le  u p —und 
e n c o u ra g e  th e ir  frien d s and  fam ily 
to  d o  th e  s a m e —is a  fool.’1

P u b lic  in form ation  und grassroots 
e d u c a tio n  p ro v id ed  by s ta te  co a li­
t io n s  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  s u c h  a s  
T hiffic  Safely  Now, Inc. (TSN) have 
h e lp e d  puss b e lt laws. T SN  is a n o n ­
p ro fit  o rg a n iz a tio n  c o m m itte d  to  
in c reas in g  th e  u se  o f  sa fe ty  be lls  to  
sa v e  lives und  re d u c e  in ju ries in th e  
U SA .

'.wo s h o r t  y e a r s ,  th e  s tu te  
co a lit io n s  hav e  fo rm ed  th e  nucleus 
o f  a n  effective g rassroo ts effort to  
pass sa fety -belt law s,” sa id  C harles 
L. S p ilin u n , p re sid en t o f  TSN . "I t is 
in sp ir in g  to  w o rk  w ith  su c h  d e d i­
c a te d  p e o p le .”

A s  m o re  m o to r is ts  b u c k le  u p  
b e c a u s e  o f  sa fe ty -belt luws, few er 
p e o p le  a r e  b e in g  in ju re d  in a c c i­
d e n t s  u n d  th e  c o s t  to  so c ie ty  o f  
t r a f f ic  a c c id e n ts  is g o in g  d o w n , 
S p ilm an  said.

A cco rd in g  to  th e  Nati"’nal High­
w ay  T raffic  Safety  A dm in istra tion  
(N H T S A ), 22,000 d riv ers  and  front- 
s e a t  p a s s e n g e r s  d i e d  in  t r a f f i c  
a c c id e n ts  d u r in g  1984, th e  la te s t 
y e a r  fo r w h ich  co m p le te  d a ta  a re  
availab le .

T h e  c o s t  o f  a l l  a c c id e u ts  w as 
a b o u t  5 4 2  b i l l io n ,  a c c o rd in g  to  
N H T S A . T liu t figure includes d ie  
co s t o f  in su ran ce  expenses, p ro d u c­
tivity  losses, legal a n d  co u rt costs 
a n d  m ed ica l expenses.
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Tlse dick of safely belts buckling up 
can be beard around the worid as '31 
countries j»owr - -nandatoiy safely 
beltlawfjA;. ,

■ Tlie latest addition to (he safety roll is 
Singapore. It joins Great Britain, Aus­
tralia, West Germany,’ Denmark, 
Ireland, Canada, France and 23 oilier 
countries in wliidi there are belt use 
laws.
The Uiuted States remains one of the 

very few industrialized nations that 
does not have a country-wide safety 
belt regulation.

« •

h
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a pas
legislation in 1972 lliat required front 
feat occupants to buckle up. Today, 
with 87 percent compliance, Aus­
tralians liave seen traffic fatalities cut by 
20 percent and serious injuries by 30 
percent. Admissions to hospitals after 
traffic mishaps have- dropped by 50 
percent.
According to Britain̂  Department of 

IVansport, the year Great Britain intro­
duced its safety belt law (1983), belt 
usage ruse from 40 to 95 percent and 
traffic fatalities dropped 23 percent.

Serious injuries dropped 26 percent. 
That first year alone 500 lives were 
saved and as many as 7,000 serious 
injuries were prevented.
Sweden instituted its safety belt Law 

in 1975 and reduced severe and fatal 
injuries by 45 percent for drivers and 67 
percent for passengers. Highway belt 
usage jumped from 35 to 81 percent.
Norway strengthened its safety belt 

law last year by including rear seat pas­
sengers in the mandate.
Switzerland repealed its safety belt

4

law in 1976, saw traffic fatalities climb 
and quickly reinstituted the regulation 
in 1980. 'flie first year the belt law was 
back on Uie books, belt usage on the 
expressways rose from 42 to 88 
p-rcent.
Should the U.S. choose to follow the 

example of its sister nations and all 50 
states pass safety belt legislation, 9,140 
lives coin'd be saved and 327,000 disab­
ling injuries prevented, according to 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
estimates based on a bell use rate of 70 
percent.

he case fo r requ ir ing safety belt 
use Is bolstered by the success o f 
legis lation a round  the world. Au­
s tra l ia  has the longest track re­
cord fo r belt use legis lation and 

Its benefits. The effect o f  compulsory bell 
use In Austra lia  In 1 972  was a dramatic  re­
duction In In ju r ies and fatalities.

D u r in g  the first two post- leg ls la l lon 
years, there was a 3 0  percent reduction In 
eye In ju r ies ; facial In ju r ies were reduced by 
h a l f  and  sp ina l In ju ries by a th ird . A drop 
o f  more than 5 0  percent was documented 
In the num be r o f  drivers admitted to hos ­
pita ls per 1 ,0 0 0  vehicles on the road.

Country EffecHve Date
Auatrallc ; . . . . .  . 1972Austria ........................ 1976
Belgium 1975Brazil 1977
Bulgaria .• , ,.‘ -1976Canadian Provinces 
British Columbia ;;V * 1977 Manitoba, . . I 19B4Newfoundland , , '. 1982 Now B r u n s w i g . 1983 Ontario. //. ', ., v1976
Quebec. /  ■ S •••1976Saskatchewan ,'1977 

Czechoslovakia^..!'.-, 1975 
Denmark t'1976Finland . . . : i'1975France i . . ’.■'1973
Great Britain . . . , . 1983Greece . . . . . . ,1979Hungary ,  1977
Ice land .............. '. . . 1981

Country Effective Date
Ire la n d ........................ 1979Israe l'........................... (975
Ivory Coast..................1970Japan 1971Luxembourg ’ . . . . |975 
Malawi . . . . . . . .  1982' Malaysia 1979Netherlands . . . . . .  1975New Zealand ■ ’. . . . 1972 

. Norway . . Z . : . . 1975 ■ Portugal 1982
' Puorto Rico *, . . . .  1974.South Africa. . . .  I . . 1977
. Spain 1974' Sweden / .  . . . .  1975
Switzerland ...............1976T u rk oy    1982U SSR ........................... 1976West Germany . . . .  1976 
Yugoslavia . ; . . . . 1977

CHANGES !N USAGE RATES UNDER « 
MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAWS 

(Solactod Countries)

l&fthdBefore

More than a decade has  passed since belt 
use became m andato ry  th roughou t Au­
stralia. Belt wearing Is now  a round  8 0  per­
cent overall. As a resu lt . It Is conservatively 
estimated that vehicle occupant deaths have 
been reduced by 2 0  percent and se rious  In ­
juries by 3 0  percent.

After the enactment o f  Hie 1975 belt use 
law lit Sweden, the frequency o f  severe and 
fatal In ju ries was reduced by 4 5  percent for 
drivers and 6 7  percent fo r  passengers while 
bell use rose to 8 5  perccntl

The most recent na t ion  to enact a b e l l  use 
law was Great B r i ta in  where the law went 
In t o e f f e c t o n J am ia r y S l .  1983.

In the 12- inonth period p r io r  to the law, 
there were 2 ,0 5 8  fata lit ies and 2 6 .5 4 1  se r i ­
ous In ju ries to f ron t seat occupants o f  pas ­
senger cars and light vans. In the succeed­
ing year with the law In effect, belt use 
jumped to 95  percent f rom  the p rev ious 4 0  
percent, fata lities declined by 2 3  percent 
and serious In ju r ies  by 2 6  percent.
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One t h in g  a lo n e  can sa ve  35 l i v e s  a y e a r ,  reduce  the  h a rd s h ip  and 
c o s t s  o f  o v e r  6 0 0  i n j u r i e s ,  s a v e  $5 m i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  l o s t  l a b o r ,  and 
d e c r e a s e  e c o n o m ic  j o s s e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h ig hw a y  d e a th  and i n j u r y  
a l o n e  by as  much as $13 m i l l i o n :  WEARING THE SEATBELTS ALREADY IN OUR
CARS.

T h e s e  f a c t s  a r e  j u s t  f o u r  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  A la s k a  n e e d s  a la v / 
r e q u i r i n g  s e a t b e l t  use . A lth ough  a m a jo r  p u rp o se  o f  a A la ska  s e a t b e l t  
u se  law  wou ld  be t o  p rom o te  th e  s a f e t y  o f  d r i v e r s  and p a s s e n g e rs  u s in g  
t h e i r  s e a t b e l t s ,  such a law  wou ld  a l s o :

p r o m o t e  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  s t r e e t  and h ig h w a y  t r a v e l e r s  o t h e r  
than  s e a t b e l t  u s e r s ;
p r o m o t e  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  and s a f e t y  by r e d u c in g  h ig hw a y  
d e a th s  and i n j u r i e s  and p u b l i c  e x p e n d i t u r e s .

I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  i f  A la s k a  r e q u i r e s  s e a t b e l t s  t o  be w o rn  —  
e v e ry o n e  can  b e n e f i t !

The q u e s t i o n s  and a n sw e r s  a r e  t h e  g ood  r e a s o n s  why we NEED a 
s e a t b e l t  law  in  A la s k a !

IQ  —  How may p e o p l e  a r e  k i l l e d  i n  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  i n  A la s k a  
a n n u a l l y ?
A —  In  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e r e  w e re  1 2 7  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  f a t a l i t i e s .  

T h is  number in c lu d e s  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  m o to r  v e h i c le  d r i v e r s  
and p a s s e n g e r s ,  b i c y c l i s t s  and m o t o r c y c l i s t s .

2Q —  How many p e op le  a r e  i n j u r e d  in  t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t s ?
A —  Over 7 ,5 0 0  d r i v e r s ,  p a s s e n g e rs ,  p e d e s t r i a n s  and c y c l i s t s  

were i n ju r e d  in  1 9 8 5 .

m



3Q —  What i s  th e  e s t im a te d  econom ic  l o s s  t o  A la s k an s  ftom  t r a f f i c
a c c id e n t  d ea th s  and i n j u r i e s  a n n u a l l y ?
A —  The c o s t  o f  a l l  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t s ,  e x c l u d i n g  

p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e - o n ly  c r a s h e s ,  e x c e e d e d  $ 8 2  m i l l i o n  in
1 9 8 5 .

4Q —  How many o f  th e  p e op le  k i l l e d  were o ccup an ts  o f  p a ssenge r c a r s ?
A —  O f the  127 p e o p le  k i l l e d  in  A la s k a  t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t s  in  

1 9 8 5 , 100 (79%) w e re  d r i v e r s  and p a s s e n g e rs  o f  c a r s .
5Q —  How many  o f  t h e  p e o p le  k i l l e d  w e re  o c c u p a n t s  o f  p a s s e n g e r  

c a r s ?
A —  O f t h e  7 , 5 0 0  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  i n j u r i e s ,  73 p e r c e n t  
( 5 , 5 0 0 )  were t o  occupan ts  o f  p a s s en g e r  c a r s .

6Q —  W hat i s  t h e  a n n u a l  c o s t  o f  p a s s e n g e r  c a r  o c c u p a n t  d e a t h s  and 
i n j u r i e s ?
A —  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  f a t a l i t i e s  and  i n j u r i e s  t o  

p a s s en g e r  c a r  occupan ts  amounted t c  $62  m i l l i o n  i n  1 98 5 .
7Q —  How many p a s s e n g e r  c a r  o c c u p a n t  d e a t h s  c o u ld  h ave  been

p re v en te d  i f  s e a t b e l t  u se  were r e g u i r e d  in  A la s k a ?
A —  B ased  on  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a s e a t b e l t  u s e  law  w ou ld

r e s u l t  i n  80 p e rc e n t  usage and t h a t  b e l t s  a r e  50 p e rc e n t
e f f e c t i v e  in  re d u c in g  f a t a l i t i e s ,  i t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  35 
l i v e s  c o u ld  have been saved  in  1985 .

8Q —  How man y  p a s s e n g e r  c a r  o c c u p a n t  i n j u r i e s  c o u ld  h ave  been
p re v en te d  i f  b e l t  use were r e q u i r e d ?

A - -  An e s t im a te d  600 i n j u r i e s  c o u ld  have been p re v en ted  w i th  
80 p e r c e n t  b e l t  u s a g e .  S e a t b e l t s  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  be 50 
p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e d u c i n g  m o d e r a t e  t o  c r i t i c a l  
i n j u r i e s  and 10 p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e d u c i n g  m in o r  
i n j u r i e s .



9Q —  What wo u ld  be th e  e s t im a t e d  a n n u a l  c o s t  s a v i n g s  i f  s e a t b e l t  
u se  were r e q u i r e d ?
A —  A s a v i n g s  o f  m ore  th a n  $ 1 8  m i l l i o n  i n  m e d i c a l  c o s t s ,  

i n s u r a n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  l e g a l  c o s t s ,  l o s s  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y  
and o t h e r  c o s t s  c o u ld  be e x p e c t e d  —  b a sed  on 1 9 8 5  
a c c id e n t  f i g u r e s .  T h is  s a v in g s  does n o t  in c lu d e  a c c id e n t  
c o s t s  i n  which o n ly  p r o p e r t y  damage was in v o lv e d .

10Q —  O f th e  annu a l c o s t  s a v in g s ,  what amounts can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
s a v in g s  f rom  m ed ic a l c o s t s ,  l e g a l  c o s t s ,  in s u ra n c e  expen ses , 
human c a p i t a l  c o s t s  su ch  a s  l o s s  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and o t h e r  
c o s t s  su ch  a s  p o l i c e ,  f i r e  d e p a r tm e n t  and em e rg en c y  m e d i c a l  
s e r v i c e s  c o s t s ?
A —  The e s t im a te d  c o s t  s a v in g s  a r e :

M ed ic a l C o s t s ............................................................................$ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
L e g a l C o s t s .................................................................................$ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
In s u ra n c e  E xpen ses ...............................................................$ 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
Human C a p i t a l  C o s t s ............................................................ $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
O the r C o s t s .................................................................................$ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
TOTAL $ 1 8 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

CD
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A l l  T r a f f i c  
A cc id en t F a t a l i t i e s
A l l  T r a f f i c  
A cc id en t I n j u r i e s
P a ssenge r Car 
Dec -pant F a t a l i t i e s
P a ssenge r Car 
Occupant I n j u r i e s
P a ssenge r Car 
Occupant Dea ths 
P re v en ted  I f  B e l t  
Use Were R equ ired
P assenge r Car 
Occupant I n j u r i e s  
P re v en ted  I f  B e l t  
Use Were R equ ired

THE NUMBER AND COST OF TRAFFIC 
ACCIDENT DEATHS AND INJURIES 

IN ALASKA, 1985
Number 

127

7 . 5 0 0  

1 0 0

5 . 5 0 0  

35

600

C o s ts

$ 4 4 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 3 8 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 3 4 ,6 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 2 8 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 1 2 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0
s a v in g s

$ 6 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
s a v in g s

NOTES
A l l  f i g u r e s  f o r  1985 - -  th e  l a t e s t  y e a r  eo r  which c om p le te  
a c c id e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  a re  a v a i l a b l e .
A l l  c o s t s  a r e  g iv en  in  $ 1 9 8 5 .
The f a t a l i t y  f i g u r e s  u sed  t o  a n sw e r  q u e s t i o n s  1 and 4 a r e  
t a k e n  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  th e  F a t a l  A c c i d e n t  R e p o r t i n g  S y s tem  
(FARS 1 9 8 5 )  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H ig h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  
A d m in i s t r a t i o n .
The i n j u r y  f i g u r e s  a re  e s t im a t e s  based on S t a t e  d a t a .
The S t a t e  t o t a l s  w e re  a d j u s t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  an e s t im a t e  o f  
u n re p o r te d  a c c id e n t  i n j u r i e s .
The c o s t  f i g u r e s  a r e  b a sed  on e s t im a t e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m The 
Economic C o s t  To S o c ie ty  o f  Motor V e h ic le -A c c id e n t s  
p u b l i s h e d  by NHTSA in  May 1 9 8 3 .



A l l  o t h e r  f i g u r e s  a r e  based on e s t i m a t e s  by  t h e  H ighway 
U se rs  F e d e r a t i o n .
( 1 9 8 5  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  y e a r  f o r  w h ic h  c o m p le t e  d a t a  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  HUF-ASF.)
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BATEs* J a n u a r y  8, 1887

P r .A^K- SiCXft>(Lp

F a t a l i t y  S t a t i s t i c s

In r e s p o n s e  to your r e q u e s t  for f a t a l i t y  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  
statistics I n  p o s t - l a w  states, w e  ware able t o  g l e a m  the f o l l o w­
ing i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o *  o u r  fil©3:

M I G 3 I G A H

A  s t a t e  p o l i c e  s t u d y  found there w e r e  85 fewer 
d e a t h s  o n  M i c h i g a n  roads during t h e  f i r s t  full y e a r  
of t h e  s a f e t y - b e l t  law than during t h e  p r e v i o u s  
year.

In 1 9 8 5 ,  there w e r e  ‘2.1 deaths p e r  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  
m i l e s  driven. I n  1986, there were l e s s  t h a n  two- 
d e a t h s  p e r  100 m i l l i o n  miles driven.

The s t u d y  showed, o n  average, 2,000 t i c k e t s  a n d  
2 , 0 0 0  w a r n i n g s  w e r e  h a n d e d  out e a c h  m o n t h  for s a f e­
t y - b e l t  v iolations .

Z L & m o x s

T h e  f a t a l i t y  f i g u r e s  for the last f i v e  y e a r 3 a r e  as 
f o l l o w s :  1906, 1,603: 1985, 1,522: 1984, 1,572;
1983, 1,553; 1982, 1,671-

F a t a l i t i e s  for J a n u a r y  1986 d e c r e a s e d  b y  17 p e r c e n t  _. 
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  f i v e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  f o r  J a n u a r y *



T h a  I l l i n o i s  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  s a i d  f r o m  
J a n u a r y  to J u l y  1 9 Q 6  1 , 1 2 4  tickets and 3 6 , 7 2 8  w a r n­
ings  w a r e  issued b y  the s t a t e  police.

P O S T -L A W  F A T A L IT Y  S T A T I S T I C S  /  2

V

T s a a s

A c c o r d i n g  to tha D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y , '^a“ 
tali t i e s  d r o n e d  18.3 p e r c e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  air 
m o n t h s  o f  the s a f e t y - b e l t  l a w  as c o m p a r e d  to t h e  
same p e r i o d  o n e  y e a r  earlier. 1 , 6 2 4  p e o p l e  d i e d  o n  
T e x a 3  r o a d s  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1984 a n d  H a y  1 9 3 5  as 
o p p o s e d  to 1,407 b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 5  a n d  H a y

1986.

E n f o r c e m e n t  w i t h i n  T e x a 3  is said to b e  t h a  s t r o n g­
est i n  the country, w i t h  c o m p l i a n c e  a r o u n d  7 0  p e r­

cent.

L O O I 3 I A H A

A  s t a t e  p o l i c e  s t u d y  found, d u r i n g  the T h a n k s g i v i n g  
H o l i d a y  this year, n i n e  p e o p l e  los t t h e i r  l i v e s  as 
o p p o s e d  to 15 d e a t h s  l a s t  y e a r  b e f o r e  the law.

T h e  s a m e  s t u d y  f o u n d  that d u r i n g  t h a  L a b o r  D a y  
weekend, h i g h w a y  fatal i t i e s  d r o p p e d  f r o m  17, b e f o r e  
t h e  l a w  in 1985, to 10 after the l a w  i n  1986.

W 2 X  YORK

D e a t h s  d r o p p e d  27 p e r c e n t  d u r i n g  the f i r s t  two 
m o n t h s  the l a w  b e c a m e  effactive, { Reported i n  a 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n - s t u d y . )

la 1985 th ere w e r a  5 2 , 0 0 0  h e a d  i n j u r i e s  a s  o p p o s e d  
to 6 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1984, a c c o r d i n g  to H e w  Y o r k  G o v e r n o r  
M a r i o  C u o a o . .



NEW C T E aS K '

T h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
(NHTSA) r e p o r t e d  407 f r o n t - s e a t  p a s s e n g e r s  died, i n  
a u t o  a c c i d e n t s  f r o m  M a r c h  to D e c e m b e r  o f  1985 „ 
c o m p a r e d  w i t h  4 6 8  for the M a r c h - D e c e a b e r  a v e r a g e  of 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  five years,

• .

S i n c e  N e w  J e r s e y  h a s  p a s s e d  it3 law, f r o n t - s e a t  •'/■
fa t a l i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  cut b y  13 p e r c e n t .  ' "■'

C A L I F O R N I A

D e a t h s  f r o m  auto-accidenfc-inducad h e a d  i n j u r i e s  4 
w e r e  r e d u c e d  b y  25 p e r c e n t  i n  the f i r s t  y e a r  a f t e r  
t h e  l a w  w e n t  i n t o  effect, a c c o r d i n g  to the A m e r i c a n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  for A u t o m o t i v e  M e d i c i n e .

N A T IO N A L  i.

N H T S A  r e p o r t e d  a  25 p e r c e n t  d r o p  i n  i n j u r i e s  a n d  7 
p e r c e n t  d r o p  in f a t a l i t i e s  in tha f i r s t  f i f t e e n  
p o s t - l a w  s tate s and the District' o f  C o l u mbia.

N H T S A  r e p o r t e d  i n  N e w  Y orh, N e w  Jersey, M i c h i g a n ,  
Illinois, Texas, Missouri, N e b r a s k a  a n d  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  (all p o 3 t - l a w  states), a  t o t a l  o f  2 8 0  
f e w e r  a u t o  a c c i d e n t  d e a t h s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  in. 1985 
t h a n  in 1984.

¥



Here's some more information:

1, During 1985# the first full year New York had a be'lt-use law, 
fatalities dropped to its lowest level since 1949. Serious 
injuries also dropped 19% and moderate injuries dropped 20%.

2. In the state of Washington, fatalities dropped from 57 in
December of 1985 to 49 in December of 1986. Of the 49 who
were killed in December of 1986, only 8 wore belts.
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) a n  o c c u p a n t  o v e r  t h e  a g e  of 16 
o r  a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w h o  is u n a w a r e  
o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .

I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) an o c c u p a n t  o v e r  t h e  a g e  of 16 
o r  a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  
p r i o r  t o  e n a c t m e n t  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5
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S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C e r k .
I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) an o c c u p a n t  o v e r  t h e  age of 16 
o r  a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  t h a t  is 
u n a b l e  t o  e x c e e d  30 m i l e s  p e r  h o u r

I

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .

I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) a n  o c c u p a n t  o v e r  t h e  age of 16
o r  a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h
a i r  b a g s

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .

I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) a p e r s o n  w h o  r e s i d e s  o n  a p r i m a r y  
r o a d  s y s t e m  o u t s i d e  of a n  o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  u n l e s s  
t h e y  a r e  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h i n  an o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  to  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) a n  o c c u p a n t  o v e r  the age o f  16 
o r  a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o u t s i d e ) a n  
o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  o r  city, in an area  w±th-speed 
l i m i t s  u n d e r  40 m p h

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .

I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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A D D  A  N E W  S U B S E C T I O N  (b) T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  shall n o t i f y  all l i c e n s e d  m o t o r  
v e h i c l e  o p e r a t o r s  in w r i t i n g  of the p r o v i s i o n s  
s e t  o u t  u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .

I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) a n  o c c u p a n t  o v e r  t h e  a g e  of 16 
or  a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w i t h i n  a 
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  h a s  n o t  r a t i f i e d  b y  p u b l i c  election, 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 .095

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  G e r k .

I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .



C S H B  167 (JUDICIARY)TO:   _
Page i   Line   §__

BY:__________________s ia m n z  / r f p / t m s

a f t e r  b e l t s  D E L E T E  A N D  A D D  "or s h o u l d e r  
h arne sses.

II

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk. 
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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U/tsM-Z'-O t t i ,

A F T E R  "$15" A D D  "or t h e  c o u r t  may^jjive a s u s p e n d e d  
i m p o s i t i o n  of s e n t e n c e ! i f  t h e  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  
d o n a t e s  $15 t o  EMS (Emerg e n c y  M e d i c a l  Services)

S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .
I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judrciary)

IN THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEG IS L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to man datory use of safety devices

in m o t o r  vehicles."

BE IT ENACTE D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) E x c e p ^  as

p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this section, a perso n m a y  not o c c u p y ^ a  motor
GU;

v e hic le while in operation- unless restrained by a safety

(b) Except as p r o v ided in (c) of this section, a driv<

transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor  v e hicle  unless the

driver has provided and proper ly secured each child as described in 

this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the

child shall be properly secured in a child safety device m e eting the

standards of the United States Department of T r a n s portation for a 

child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16 

years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety 

device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States 

Department of Transport ation or in a safety belt, whichever  is a p p r o­

priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment 

delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail 

or new spaper b o x e s ;

(3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

-1- CSHB 167(Jud)
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u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ;  or

(4) a p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to be r e s t r a i n e d  by s a f e t y  b e l t s  

u n d e r  (a) or (b) o f  this s e c t i o n  if the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is not e q u i p p e d  

w i t h  s a f e t y  belts.

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not r e m o v e  a s a f e t y  be l t  f r o m  a v e h i c l e  s o l e l y  

to be  e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  (c)(4) o f  this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  

m a y  n o t  stop or d e t a i n  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h

(a) o f  this section, or issue a c i t a t i o n  for a v i o l a t i o n  o f  (a) of 

this section, u n l e s s  the p e a c e  o f f i c e r  has p r o b a b l e  cause to stop or 

d e t a i n  the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o t h e r  than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) o f  this 

section.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ( a ) .is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  s a f e t y  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

e x e m p t  a p e r s o n  L C H I L D ] or a class of p e r sons [CHILDREN] f r o m  the

r e q u irements of AS  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5  if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that the
^  b* l-f o,vr~ _____
^ . [ p & e  - o f - [CHIId>4— s-afgty d e v i c e  is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or

A

m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of the p e r s o n  or c lass of p e r s o n s  [CHILD],

* Sec. 3. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  

of A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a )  or (d) [(c)] is g u i l t y  of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be 

f i n e d  up  to $15 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  P O I N T S  AS D E T E R M I N E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N S  

OF T H E  D E P A R T M E N T ,  N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  T H E  P R O V I S I O N S  OF  AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) J .

(b) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  is 

g u i l : y  o f  an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be a s s e s s e d  d e m e r i t  p o i n t s  as d e t e r­

m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e partment, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  

of AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  AS 28.0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  [AS 2 8 . 0 5 . -  

095(a)] by f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  safety de v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  

[SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a p e a c e  officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i l l a g e  s a f e t y  

CS H B  1 6 7 (Jud) -2-
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officer, p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or a c q u i s i t i o n ,  and i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  of an 

a p p r o v e d  c h i l d  sa f e t y  d e v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT]. If the p r o o f  

is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  the i s s u a n c e  of a c i t a t i o n  for the 

i n f r a c t i o n ,  the c ourt shall d i s miss the c i t a t i o n  a n d  n o  p o i n t s  s h all 

be a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  [(a) OF T H I S  S ECTION] u n l e s s  the 

p e r s o n  has

(1) b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that s e c t i o n  by 

f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT];

(2) b e e n  c i t e d  for f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  

or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT] a n d  has f o r f e i t e d  the b a i l  r e q u i r e d  b y  the 

c i t a t i o n ;  or

(3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s u b s e c t i o n  o n  a 

p r i o r  occasion.

-3- C S H B  1 6 7 ( Jud)
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* IN THE H O U S E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  COM MITTEE

2 CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 167 (Judiciary)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRS T SESSION

5 | A  BILL

j

6 j For an A c t  entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to m a n d a t o r y  use of safety devices

7 | in m o t o r  v e h i c i o E . "  ^

E j BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F A LA SK A:

9: * Secti on 1. AS 28.05.095 is r e p e a l e d  and reenacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.095. U S E  O F S A F E T Y  D E V I C E S \ : E Q U I R E D . ( a / ^ x c e p t  as 

p r o v i d e d  in (c) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a p e r s o n  J m a y  n o t  o c c u p v  a m o t o r  

12|i v e h i c l e  w h i l e  in o p e r a t i o n  u n l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d  by a s a f e t y  b e l t ^ o r  child

. s a f e t y  d e v i c e  / ^

(b) E xcept as p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this section, a driver m a y  not 

trans p o r t  a child u n d e r  the age of 16 in a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  the 

driver  has provi d e d  and p r o p e r l y  secured each child as d e s c r i b e d  in 

this subsection. If the child  is less than four years of age, the 

child shall be p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  in a child safety device m e e t i n g  the 

standar ds of the U n i t e d  States D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for a 

child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16

years of age, the child  shall be p r o p e r l y  secured in a child safety

device approved  for a child o f  that age and size by the U n i t e d  States 

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or in a safety belt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o­

priate  for the p a r t i c u l a r  child.

(c) S ubsec tions (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) p a s s e n g e r s  in an e m e r g e n c y  vehicle;

(2) a v e h i c l e  o p e r a t o r  acting in the course of empl oyment 

de l i v e r i n g  mail or n e w s p a p e r s  f r o m  inside the vehicle to roadside mail 

or n e w s p a p e r  boxes;

-1 - C S H B  1 6 7 ( Ju d)
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(3) a p e r s o n  or class of persons e x e m p t e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  

u n d e r  AS 28.05.096; or

(4) a p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to be r e s t r a i n e d  b y  sa fety belts 

u n d e r  (a) or (b) of this section if the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is not e q u i p p e d  

w i t h  safety belts.

(d) A  person m a y  not r e m o v e  a s afety belt from a v e h i c l e  solely 

to be e x e mpted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any ot her p r o v i s i o n  of law, a peace officer

m a y  not stop or d e tai n a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e rmine c o m p l i a n c e  with

(a) of this section, or issue a c itation for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) of 

this section, unless the peace o f f i c e r  has pro bable cause to stop or

detain the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  other than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) of this

s e c t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(a) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p ublic safety may adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

exempt a per.-on [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the 

re q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 28.05.095 if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that the

use of a safety b e l t  or child safety device is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of

p h y sical or m e d i c a l  condit i o n s  of the person or class of persons 

[ C H I L D ] .

* Sec. 3. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m ende d to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e rson c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  

of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] is g u i l t y  of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be 

fined up to $15 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  P OI NTS AS D E T E R M I N E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N S  

OF THE DEPARTMENT, N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  THE P ROVISI ONS OF A S  28.15.231(b)].

(b) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 28.05.095(b) is 

g uilty of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be a s s e s s e d  d e merit p o i n t s  as d e t e r­

mi n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the department, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p ro visions

of A S  28.15.231(b). A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  A S  28.05.095(b) 

CSHB 1 6 7 (Jud) -2-
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[AS 28. 05.095(a)] by f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a child s afety  device or 

safety belt [SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a peace officer, i n c l u d i n g  a 

v i l l a g e  safety officer, p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or acquisition , and 

installation, of an a p p r o v e d  child safety device or safety belt 

[SEATBELT]. If the p r o o f  is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days after the i s s u­

ance of a c i t a t i o n  for the infraction, the court shall dismiss the 

c i t a tion and n o  points shall be a s s essed under this s u b s e c t i o n  [(a) OF 

THIS SECTION] unless the person has

(1) been c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that sectio n by 

f a ili ng to prov ide a c h i l d  s afety device or safety belt [SEATBELT];

(2) bee n cited for f a il ure to prov ide a child safety device 

or safety belt [SEATBELT] and has f o r f ei ted the bail r e q u i r e d  by the 

citation; or

*,3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this subsec t i o n  on a 

prior occasion.

- 3 - C S H B  1 6 7 ( Ju d)
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1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE J U D I C IARY COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE LEGIS LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL
i;c

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act relating to m a n d a t o r y  use of safety devices

in m o t o r  v ehicl es."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

0 ^  ' Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) Except as

p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this section, a p e rson may not o c c u p y  a motor 

v e h i c l e  while i ^ ^ p e r a t ^ p )  unless restrained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver m a y  not 

transport a child u nder the age of 16 in a motor v e hicle unless the 

driver has provided ant' properly secured each child as described in 

this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the 

child shall be properly secured in a child safety device m e eting the 

standards of the U nited States Department of T r a n sportati on for a 

.child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16 

years of age, the child shall be pro perly secured in a child safety 

device approved for a child that age and size by the lu.'ted States 

Depart ment of Transportation or in a safety belt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o­

priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment 

deliveri ng mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail 

or n e w s p a p e r  boxes;

(3) a person or class of persons exempted b y  regulation

-1- CSHB 167(Jud)
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u n d e r  AS 28. 0 5 . 0 9 6 ;  or

(4) a pe r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to b e  r e s t r a i n e d  by s a f e t y  b e l t s  

u n d e r  (a) or (b) of this s e c t i o n  if the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is n o t  e q u i p p e d  

w i t h  s a f e t y  belts.

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not r e m o v e  ^  s a f e t y  b e l t  f r o m  a v e h i c l e  s o l e l y  

to be e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  

m a y  n o t  stop or d e t a i n  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  

(a) o f  this section, or i s s u e  a c i t a t i o n  for a v i o l a t i o n  o f  (a) of 

this s e ction, u n l e s s  the p e a c e  o f f i c e r  has p r o b a b l e  cause to stop or

d e t a i n  the( m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o t h e r  than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) o f  this
v  ____ -......

section.

* Sec. 2. AS  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 (a).is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  p u b l i c  saf e t y  m a y  a d opt r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

e x e m p t  a p e r s o n  [CHILD] or a class o f  p e r s o n s  [CHILDREN] f r o m  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  28.05 . 0 9 5  if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that the
I -— ■---- * —  
u s e  of a [CHILD/] safety d e v i c e  is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or 

m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of the p e r s o n  or class of p e r s o n s  [ C H I L D ] .

* Sec. 3. A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9 .  PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n

of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a )  or (d) [(c)] is g u i l t y  of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be

f i n e d  up to $15 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  P O I N T S  AS  D E T E R M I N E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N S  

O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T ,  N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  THE P R O V I S I O N S  O F  AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) ] .

(b) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  is 

g u i l t y  o f  an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be a s s e s s e d  d e m e r i t  points as d e t e r­

m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the department, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  

of AS 28.15 . 2 3 1  (b) . A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 2 8 . 0 5 . -

f p r  095(a)] b y  f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h ild s a f e t y  device or s a f e t y  be l t

^  J  [SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a p e a c e  officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i l l a g e  s a f e t y

H
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off i c e r ,  p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or a c q u i s i t i o n ,  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  of an 

a p p r o v e d  c h i l d  s a f e t y  device or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT]. If the p r o o f  

is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  the i s s u a n c e  of  a c i t a t i o n  for the 

i n f r a c t i o n ,  the c o u r t  shall d i s m i s s  the c i t a t i o n  a n d  no po i n t s  s h all 

be a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  [(a) OF T H I S  SECTION] u n l e s s  the 

p e r s o n  has

(1) b e e ^  c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that s e c t i o n  by 

f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  saf e t y  d e v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT];

(2) b e e n  c i t e d  for f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  sa f e t y  d e v i c e  

or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT] and h a s  f o r f e i t e d  the b a i l  r e q u i r e d  b y  the 

c i t a t i o n ;  or

(3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s u b s e c t i o n  o n  a 

p r i o r  occas i o n .

-3- C S H B  167(Jud)
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Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,
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I

IN THE H O U S E  3Y T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  j

CS F O R  H OUSE S I L L  NO. 167 (Judiciary)

IN T H E  LEG ISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

FI F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N
|

A  SILL

For an A c t  entitled: 1,An Act relating to m a n d a t o r y  use of safety devices :
j

in m o t o r  vehicles.*' j
J

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T E E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA:
I

*  S e c t i o n  1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed a n d  re enacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.095. USE O F  S AFE TY D E V I C E S  REQUIRED. (a) E x c e p t  as ; 

p r o v i d e d  in (c) cf this section

(1) a p e rson 16 years of age or o l d e r  may not o c c u p y  a 

m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w h i l e  in opera tion unless r e s t r a i n e d  h y  a safety belt; 

and

(2) a p erso n m a y  not operate a m o t o r  v e hicle unless r e­

strained b y  a safety belt. , I

(b) E xcept as provided in (c) of this section, a driver m a y  not

transport a child u n d e r  the age of 16 in a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  the j

d river has p r o vided  and properly secured each child as d e s c r i b e d  in 

this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the

child shall be properl y secured in a child safety device m e e t i n g  the

standards of the U n i t e d  States Dep art m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for a 

child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16 

years of age, the child shall be prop e r l y  secured in a child safety 

device approved for a child of that age and size b y  the U n i t e d  States 

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or in a s afety belt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o­

priate  for the p a r t i c u l a r  child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers  in an e m e r gency vehicle*

- 1 -  C S H B  1 6 7 (Jud)
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'I
(2) a v e h i c l e  operator a c t i n g  in the course of employment 

2 delivering m a i l  o r  newspapers, from inside the v e h i c l e  to roadside mail

or n e w s p a p e r  boxes;3;

o
•I
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(3) a p e r s o n  or class of persons e x e m p t e d  b y  regulation 

under AS 28.05.096; o r )

(4) a p e r s o n  re quired to be restrained by safety belts 

under (a) o r  (b) of this section if the m o t o r  v e hicle is not equipped 

with safety belts^' -̂  j v> r (^Cp>

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not remove a safety belt from a v e h i c l e  solely 

to b e  e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  an y ocher p r o v i s i o n  of law, a peace officer 

may not stop or detain a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to determivie compliance with 

(a) of this section, or issue a citat ion for a v i o l a t i o n  o f  (a) of 

this section, u nless the peace officer has p r o bable cause to stop or 

detain the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  other than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) of this 

section.

~ Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(a) T he connnissior.er of public s afety m a y  adopt regulations to 

exempt a p e r s o n  [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the 

requirements o f  AS 28.05.095 if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  determines that the

23
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29

use of a safety b e l t  or c hild safety d e v i c e  is impractical because of

[ C H I L D ] .

* Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 i3 amen ded to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  convicted of a violation 

of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] is g uilty of an infraction  and may be 

fined up to 815 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  POINTS AS D E T E R M I N E D  BY REGULATIONS 

OF THE DEPARTMENT, N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  T HE P R O V I S I O N S  O F  AS 28.15.231(b)].

(b ) A p erson convicted of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 23.05.095(b) la 

CS1IE 167 (Jud) -2-
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physical or m e d i c a l  conditions of the person or class of persons j



guilty of an Infrac t i o n  an d m a y  be as sessed demerit poinf.3 as deter­

min e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  of the department, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the provisions 

of AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) . A  p e r s o n  w h o  violates A S  23.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.- 

095(a)] b y  f a ilin g to p r o v i d e  a child s afety  device or s afe ty belt 

[SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a peace officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i llage safety 

officer, p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or acquisition, and installation, of an 

approved c h i l d  safety device or safety b e l t  [SEATBELT], If the proof 

is pro vided w i t h i n  30 days after the issuance o f  a c i t a t i o n  for the 

infraction, the court shall dismiss the c i t a t i o n  and no points shall 

be assessed u n d e r  this subsection [(a) 0? T H I S  SECTION] unless the I 

person has

(1) been c o n v i c t e d  previously for v i o l a t i n g  that section by j
I

failing to p r o v i d e  a child  safetv device or s a fety belt [ S E A TBELT ] ;

(2) b e e n  cited for failure to p r o v i d e  a child safety device 

or safety belt [SEATBELT] a nd has forfeited the bail requi red by the 

citation; or

(3) p r o v i d e d  t h e  p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s u b s e c t i o n  o n  a 

p r i o r  o c c a s i o n .

-3 - C S H B  1 6 7 (Jud)
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5 - 0 6 5 9 L
F o r d
A / 3 / 8 7

O r i g i n a l  sponsors C o c t e n ,  Ulmer, 
K o p o n e n ,  et al.

IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  

C3 F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 167 (Judiciary)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

A  BI L L

For an A c t  entitled: " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to m a n d atory u s e  o f  s a f e t y  d e v i c e s

i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . C 9 5  is r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 .  U S E  O F  S A F E T Y  D E V ICES R E Q U I R E D .  (a) E x c e p t  as 

p r o v i d e d  in (c) o f  this section, a person m a y  n o t  o c c u p y  a . m o t o r

7 7v e h i c l e  while in o p e r a t i o n  u n l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  a s.

(b) Except as  p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this s e c t i o n ,  a dri v e r  m a y  n o t  

tr a n s p o r t  a c h i l d  u n d e r  the age of 16 in a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  the 

d r i v e r  has p r o v i d e d  a n d  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  each c h i l d  as d e s c r i b e d  in 

this subsection. If the c h i l d  is less than f o u r  y e a r s  of  age, the 

c h i l d  shall be p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  in a child s a f e t y  de v i c e  m e e t i n g  the 

s t a n d a r d s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for a 

c h i l d  safety d e v i c e  for infants. If the child is f o u r  but not yet 16 

y e a r s  of age, t h e  c h i l d  shall b e  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  in a c hild s a f e t y

d e v i c e  approved f o r  a c h i l d  of that age and size b y  the U n i t e d  States 

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or in a _sea.-tbelt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o p r i­

ate for the p a r t i c u l a r  child.

(c) S u b s e c t i o n s  (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) pas iri- in an e m e r g e n c y  vehicle;
I

(2) a ’ ae r a t o r  a c t i n g  in the c o u r s e  of e m p l o y m e n t

d e l i v e r i n g  mail o r  1 ;>yr.papers f r o m  in s i d e  the v e h i c l e  to r o a d s i d e  m a i l  

or n e w s p a p e r  b o x e s  ;

(3) a p e r s o n  or class of persons e x e m p t e d  by r e g u l a t i o n

- 1-  C S H B  1 6 7 (Jud)
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u n d e r  AS 28.05.096;

(4) a p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to be r e s t r a i n e d  b y  seat'belts u n d e r

(a) or (b) of th i s  s e c t i o n  if the m o t o r  v e h icle is not e q u i p p e d  w i t h

s'ea-tb e 1 1 s

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  r e m o v e  a s e atbelt f r o m  a v e h i c l e  s o l e l y  to

be e x e m p t e d  u n der (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  

m a y  n o t  stop or d e t a i n  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h

(a) or (b) of this section, or i s s u e  a cit a t i o n  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) 

or fb) of this s e c t i o n ,  u n l e s s  the p e a c e  officer h a s  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  to 

stop or detain the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o t h e r  than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) or)

(b) o f  this section.

Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  s a f e t y  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

e x e m p t  a person [CHILD] or a class o f  persons [CHILDREN] f r o m  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5  if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the 

u s e  of a [CHILD] s a f e t y  d e v i c e  is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or 

m e d i c a l  conditions o f  the p e r s o n  or class of p e r s o n s  [CHILD].

Sec. 3. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 28,05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n

of AS 28.05.095 (a~ , (b) ,  ̂or (d) [(c)] is guilty o f  an  i n f r a c t i o n  a n d

jnav J3jeu_fj.ned^ p _ j t o ^ $ 2 £ ^ j ^ I n / ^ d d i t i o n  "to the fi n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r

. „ r u
thrs section, a p e r s o n  convicterd of a v i o l a t i o n  of A S  28.05 .095 (b)‘ma y

be a s s e s s e d  demerit p o i n t s  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e p a r t -

v
meat, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) .

'fbj) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  AS 2&>.Q5.095 (b) [AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a ) ]  b y  

:ail/Lng to prov i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  N o r  s e a t b e l t  m a y  p r o v i d e  a 

peacie officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i l l a g e  s a f e t y  offtqer, p r o o f  of  p u r c h a s e  

o r \ a o q u i s i t i o n ,  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  o f  an approved ot^ild s a f e t y  d e v i c e  

CSHB 167 (Jud)'v  . \ / ' ^ ^ ( \ )  ~ 1 ~
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or seatbelt. If the p r o o f  is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  the i s s u­

ance of a c i t a t i o n  for the infraction, the c ourt s h a l l  d i s m i s s  the 

c i t a t i o n  and no poi n t s  s h a l l  be a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  

un l e s s  the p e r s o n  has

(1) b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that s e c t i o n  b y  

f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  or seatbelt;

(2) b e e n  c i t e d  for f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  

or s e a t b e l t  and has f o r f e i t e d  the ba i l  r e q u i r e d  by  the citation; or

(3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  by  this s u b s e c t i o n  on a 

p r i o r  occasion.

-3- C S H B  16 7( Jud)
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A  M  E N D M E H T

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E B y  the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

TO: CS H B  167 (Jud)

Page 2, line 9:

D e l e t e  "or (b)"

Page 2, line 10:

D e l e t e  "or (b)"

Page 2, lines 11-12:

D e l e t e  "or (b)"

Page 2, line 21:

D e l e t e  " , ( b ) , "

Page 2, lines 22-23:

D e l e t e  " In a d d i t i o n  to the fine e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  this section, a " 

Insert "A"

A f t e r  "AS 2 8 . 0 5 , 0 9 5 fb)" :

I nsert "is g u i l t y  of a v i o l a t i o n  and"

 (V  -



/
A M E N D M E N T

Page 1, line 11:

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E

Delete

TO: CSHB 1 6 7 ( J u d i c i a r y )

By G r u e n b e r g

Insert " ( 1 ) M 

A f t e r  "person":

Insert "16 yea rs of age or older"

Page 1, lines 12 - 13:

Delete "or child safety device" 

Insert "; and

(2) a p e r s o n  m a y  not o p e rate a m o t o r  vehicle unless r e­

strain ed by a s afety belt"

-1- 4 / 1 4 / 8 7
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P a g e  2, li n e  4:

D e l e t e

I n s e r t  or

(5) a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  e x e m p t  u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 0 1 1 M

Gifj-»*ed in the H O U S E

TO: C S H B  167(Jud)

By the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

- 1 - 4 / 1 3 / 8 7
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A M E N D M E N T

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E  B y  the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

TO: C S H B  167(Jud)

P a g e  1, line 11, a f t e r  "(c)":

I n s e r t  " a n d  (d)"

P a g e  2, a f t e r  line 4:

I n s e r t  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

"(d) S u b s e c t i o n  (a) does n o t  a p p l y  to a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  e x e m p t  

u n d e r  A S  28.10.011 (11) . "

R e l e t t e r  the f o l l o w i n g  s u b s e c t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g l y .

Pa g e  2, line 21:

D e l e t e  " (d)"

I n s e r t  " ( e ) "

- 1 - 4 / 1 3 / 8 7
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L E G A L I T Y  U N D E R  T H E  U.S. C O N S T I T U T I O N  
O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T I O N  R E Q U I R I N G  U S E  O F  S A F E T Y  B E L T S

by

A r t h u r  S. M i l l e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  of L a w  
N a t i o n a l  L a w  O e n ter, G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

C a n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  s a f e t y  b e l t s  be u s e d  by 
d r i v e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  in a l l  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  u s i n g  s t a t e  h i g h­
w a y s ?  T h e  a n s w e r  to t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  u n d e r  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  d e p e n d s  u p o n  an  e v a l u a t i o n  of the " d u e  p r o c e s s  of  

la w "  c l a u s e  o f  the 1 4 t h  A m e n d m e n t .  A  s e c o n d a r y  p r o b l e m  r e l a t e s  to 
i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m e r c e .

T h e  1 4 t h  A m e n d m e n t  s a y s  in p a r t  t h a t  a s t a t e  c a n n o t  " d e p r i v e  
a n y  p e r s o n  o f  life, l i b e r t y ,  o r  p r o p e r t y ,  w i t h o u t  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  

l a w . . . "  T h e  p r e c i s e  q u e s t i o n  is w h e t h e r  the l i b e r t y  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h a t  
c l a u s e  w o u l d  be  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  t a k e n  a w a y  if s a f e t y  b e l t s  w e r e  
m a d e  m a n d a t o r y .  E v e n  t h o u g h  the r e q u i r e m e n t  w o u l d  be e n f o r c e d  by 
m e a n s  of a s m a l l  m o n e t a r y  fine, by no  m e a n s  c o u l d  t h a t  b e  s a i d  to 
b e  a t a k i n g  of o n e ' s  p r o p e r t y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  " l i f e "  is n o t  i n v o l v e d

U n d e r  e x i s t i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law, it is c l e a r  t h a t  s a f e t y  
b e l t  u s e  la w s  w o u l d  be h e l d  t o  be c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  The r e a s o n s  
f o r  t h i s  i n c l u d e  the f o l l o w i n g :

1. A l t h o u g h  the d u e  p r o c e s s  c l a u s e  is n o t  d e f i n e d  in t h e  
C o n s i t u t i o n ,  it h a s  t a k e n  on m e a n i n g  t h r o u g h  the m e d i u m  of S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  d e c i s i o n s .  It is b e y o n d  d i s p u t e  t h a t  the c l a u s e  does not 
s t a t e  a n  " a b s o l u t e " ;  a s t a t e  m a y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  o n e ' s  l i b e r t y  at 
c e r t a i n  ti m e s .  (In l i k e  m a n n e r ,  life c a n  be taken, as in c a p i t a l  
p u n i s h m e n t ,  a n d  e v e n  p r o p e r t y  c a n  be t a k e n  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in 
c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . )

2. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  d u e  p r o c e s s  r e f e r r e d  to the p r o c e d u r e  that 
g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e d  in d e a l i n g  w i t h  a p e r s o n ' s  life, l i berty, o r  
p r o p e r t y .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  it d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  m e t h o d  by w h i c h  
g o v e r n m e n t  a c t e d  to d e p r i v e  a p e r s o n  of his life, h i s  lib e r t y ,  or 
h i s  p r o p e r t y .

B y  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
b a s i s  o f  due p r o c e s s  has b e e n  e x p a n d e d  to i n c l u d e  t h e  " s u b s t a n t i v e "  
a s p e c t s  of r e g u l a t i o n  —  t h a t  is, of w h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  is doing.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c a n  a b u s i n e s s  f i r m ' s  l i b e r t y  to e n t e r  into c o n t r a c t s  
be l i m i t e d  by laws d e a l i n g  w i t h  m i n i m u m  w a g e s  and m a x i m u m  h o u r s ?
T h e  a n s w e r  is c l e a r l y  " y e s . "  S a f e t y  b e l t s  a n d  t h e i r  r e q u i r e d  use 
e n t a i l s  a " s u b s t a n t i v e  d u e  p r o c e s s "  q u e s t i o n .

3. T h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  in f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  is w h e t h e r  a g i v e n  
r e g u l a t i o n  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  a p e r s o n ' s  l i b e r t y  is " r e a s o n a b l e , "  
t h a t  is, h a s  a " r a t i o n a l  b a s i s . "  The a n s w e r ,  q u i t e  c l early, f o r  
s e a t  b e l t s  is t h a t  s u c h  a r a t i o n a l  b a s i s  e x i s t s .



•4 T h e  " r a t i o n a l  b a s i s " :  It has b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t

s a f e t y ’be l t s ,  w h e n  Vised, recfuce the r i s k s  of d e a t h  a n d  i n j u r y  
of b o t h  d r i v e r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  to a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e g r e e .  F u r t h e r­
m o r e  b e l t s  a s s i s t  a d r i v e r  in m a i n t a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  of a v e h i c l e  
u n d e r  a d v e r s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  b e l t s  p r e v e n t  p a s s e n g e r s  
in b o t h  f r o n t  a n d  r e a r  s e a t s  f r o m  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  the d r i v e r ' s  
a b i l i t y  to c o n t r o l  the v e h i c l e .  G i v e n  t hese c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  c o n c l u d e  th a t  s e a t  b e l t  use s h o u l d  
be r e q u i r e d .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d o u b t l e s s  w o u l d  u p h o l d  s u c h  
l e g i s l a t i o n  or r e g u l a t i o n .

A d m i t t e d l y ,  s o m e  c o n t r a r y  e v i d e n c e  c o u l d  be  p r o d u c e d ,  t e n d i n g  
to s h o w  t h a t  in s o m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s o m e  d r i v e r s  a n d  s o m e  p a s s e n­
ger s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  i n j u r e d  by s a f e t y  b e l t s .  H o w e v e r ,  the p r e­
p o n d e r a n c e  of e v i d e n c e  is t h a t  s a f e t y  b e l t s  do in f a c t  p r o t e c t  

a g a i n s t  d e a t h  a n d  i n j u r y .

A  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  th a t  s a f e t y  b e l t  u s e  is n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  of d r i v e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  (and, p o s s i b l y ,  

of p e d e s t r i a n s )  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  th a t  the p e r s o n  c h a l l e n g i n g  it p r o v e  

t h a t  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w a s  u n r e a s o n a b l e .  T h a t  w o u l d  be  m o s t  
d i f f i c u l t ,  p e r h a p s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  to do.

5. B y  a n a l o g y :  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a t  t i m e s  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the
p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e  o b v i o u s  e x a m p l e s  are c o m­
p u l s o r y  la w s  f o r  v a c c i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  s m a l l p o x  o r  o t h e r  c o n t a g i o u s  
d i s e a s e .

In s o m e  r e s p e c t s ,  a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t s  m a y  b e  l i k e n e d  to an 
e p i d e m i c .  A b o u t  4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e d p l e  a r e  i n j u r e d  in v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t s  
in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e a c h  year. M o r e  t h a n  5 6 , 0 0 0  a r e  k i l l e d  a n n u a l l y .  
If s u c h  a r a t e  of d e a t h  a n d  a c c i d e n t  w e r e  the r e s u l t  of, say, a 
c h o l e r a  e p i d e m i c ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  be no q u e s t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  t h a t  
v a c c i n a t i o n s  c o u l d  be r e q u i r e d .  T h e  l i b e r t y  of a n  i n d i v i d u a l  d o e s  

n o t  i n c l u d e  the l i b e r t y  to e n d a n g e r  o t h ers, or to t a k e  u n r e a s o n a b l e  
r i s k s  w i t h  h i s  o w n  life.

S i m i l a r l y ,  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  has n e v e r  b e e n  h e l d  to o u t l a w  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h e l m e t s  by m o t o r c y c l e  r i d e r s  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  by s u c h  h i g h - r i s k  a c t i v i t i e s  as s k y­
di v i n g .  In li k e  m a n n e r ,  a p e r s o n  c a n  be l a w f u l l y  p r e v e n t e d  
f r o m  s w i m m i n g  in w a t e r  t h a t  is s h a r k  i n f e s t e d  o r  w h e r e  s t r o n g  
r i p  t i d e s  e x i s t .  T h e  r e a s o n  is th a t  s o c i e t y  has a l w a y s  b e e n  h e l d  
to h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  in the s a f e t y  a n d  h e a l t h  of an  i n d i v i d u a l .  
A t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  has b e e n  m a d e  a c r i m e  in s o m e  s t a t e s .

S h o u l d  o n l y  o n e  s t a t e ,  o r  a few s t a t e s ,  r e q u i r e  s a f e t y  b e l t  use, 
t h e n  a c o n s i t u t i o n a l  a r g u m e n t  c o u l d  be m a d e  t h a t  th i s  u n d u l y  i n t e r­
f e r e d  w i t h  the p o w e r  of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  r e g u l a t e  i n t e r s t a t e  
c o m m e r c e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to v e h i c l e s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  the s t a t e .  B u t  h e r e  
a g a i n ,  t h e  a r g u m e n t  is n o t  valid. A  s t a t e  c a n  m a k e  it a c o n d i t i o n  
of the u s e  o f  its h i g h w a y s  t h a t  s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s u c h  as s p e e d



laws, be o b e y e d .  T o  r e q u i r e  s a f e t y  b e l t  use is a n a l o g o u s  Jo t h o s e  
laws A c c o r d i n g l y ,  s t a t e  laws r e q u i r i n g  b e l t  use w o u l d  n o t  be 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  as an i m p r o p e r  r e g u l a t i o n  of i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m e r c e .

F i n a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to l e g i s l a t e  (or r e q u i r e  
bv a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l i n g )  the u s e  of  s e a t  b e l t s  w o u l d  be a n  e n t i r e l y  
v a l i d  use of  its p o w e r  to r e g u l a t e  i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m e r c e .  U n d e r  
e x i s t i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w , t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o m m e r c e  
p o w e r  r e a c h e s  to a c t i v i t i e s  q u i t e  r e m o t e  f r o m  a c t u a l l y  c r o s s i n g  
s t a t e  lines. F o r  e x a m p l e :  a law r e q u i r i n g  a d r u g g i s t  in a s m a l l
t o w n  to l a b e l  d r u g s  a c c o r d i n g  to f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  is e n t i r e l y  
p r o p e r .  In a d d i t i o n ,  f e d e r a l  la w s  m a k i n g  s t r i c t l y  l o c a l  " l o a n­
sh a r k i n g "  a c r i m e  have b e e n  u p h e l d  by the S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  Also, 
r e s t a u r a n t s  s e r v i n g  the p u b l i c  c a n n o t  r e f u s e  to s e r v e  a n y o n e  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  race, color, cre e d ,  o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;  t h a t  w a s  
o u t l a w e d  by C o n g r e s s  in a s t a t u t e  u p h e l d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  Court.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  if so d e s i r e d ,  C o n g r e s s  c o u l d  l i m i t  the u s e  of 
f e d e r a l  f u n d s  for h i g h w a y  u s e  by r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  s t a t e s  e n a c t  

s a f e t y - b e l t  use l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  the f u n d s  w o u l d  be r e l e a s e d .
T h i s ,  too, w o u l d  be valid, i n  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t  t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  u p h e l d  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r b i d d i n g  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  p a i d  w i t h  
f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f r o m  e n g a g i n g  in p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t r a r y  to  
the H a t c h  Ac t .

O t h e r  l e g a l  a r g u m e n t s ,  s u c h  as  t h e  r i g h t  of p e r s o n a l  p r i v a c y  
w o u l d  be u n d u l y  i n f r i n g e d  by m a n d a t o r y  s a f e t y  b e l t s ,  s i m p l y  d o  n o t  
h o l d  w a t e r .  D r i v i n g  a v e h i c l e  o n  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  d o e s  n o t  
i n v o l v e  p r i v a c y .  It is a p u b l i c  a c t  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  done w i t h  due 
r e g a r d  to the s a f e t y  of o t h e r s ,  as w e l l  as the d r i v e r .

F i n a l l y ,  s o m e  s t a t e s  m i g h t  i m p o s e  m a n d a t o r y  s a f e t y  b e l t s  o n l y  
u p o n  new a u t o m o b i l e s  or a u t o m o b i l e s  a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  year. This, 
to some, m i g h t  m e a n  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  
in v i o l a t i o n  of the " e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n "  c l a u s e  of the 1 4 t h  a m e n d­
ment.  H e r e ,  again, the a r g u m e n t  d o e s  not w a sh. T h a t  c l a u s e  has 
n e v e r  b e e n  h e l d  t o  m e a n  t h a t  a b s o l u t e  e q u a l i t y  of t r e a t m e n t  is 
n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  o n l y  the u n r e a s o n a b l e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  or d i s c r i m i­
na t i o n s  a r e  o u t l a w e d .  A s  w i t h  d u e  p r o c e s s ,  it w o u l d  be h i g h l y  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  the S u p r e m e  Court w o u l d  f i n d  th a t  " e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n "  
d e m a n d e d  t h a t  all a u t o m o b i l e s ,  or w h a t e v e r  v i n t a g e ,  ha v e  s a f e t y  
belts. It w o u l d  be " r e a s o n a b l e "  t o  s t a r t  as of, say, 1964, 1966 
or 1968, w h i c h  in f a c t  m a n y  s t a t e s  a l r e a d y  do in c o n f o r m i n g  t h e i r  
s t a t e  laws to  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

S u m m a r y : T h e r e  is no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b a r r i e r  p r e v e n t i n g  the
s t a t e s  o r  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e q u i r i n g  use of s a f e t y  b e l t s  b v  
d r i v e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s .  That s u c h  a l a w  m i g h t  be d i f f i c u l t  to 
e n f o r c e  is i r r e l e v a n t  t o  the q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r ,  u n d e r  the

W °^ld be v a l i d - L i t t l e  d o u b t  e x i s t s  as to the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  of s u c h  a r e q u i r e m e n t .



FREDRIC C. TAUSEND
800 W aterfron t Place 
1011 Western A venue . 
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Ms. J e a n e t t e  G r e e n f i e l d  
E v e r g r e e n  S a f e t y  F o u n d a t i o n  
7600 S a n d  P o i n t  W a y  N.E.
S e a t t l e ,  W A  9 8 1 1 5

t

D e a r  J e a n e t t e :

I f a v o r  p a s s a g e  of H o u s e  B i l l  1 1 82, t h e  s e a t  
b e l t  b i l l ,  a n d  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  it f a v o r a b l y .
A s  a l a w y e r  w h o  -has h a n d l e d  a n u m b e r  o f  c i v i l  
l i b e r t i e s  c a s e s  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t o  b e  a m o d e r a t e ,  
c a r e f u l l y  d r a w n  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  
s a v e  l i v e s ,  r e d u c e  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  a n d  p r o b a b l y  

s a v e  t h e  p u b l i c  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u m s  in c o n s e q u e n t l y  
reduced- m e d i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s .  T h e  o b j e c t i o n  
v o i c e d  b y  s o m e  t h a t  it i n t e r f e r e s  u n d u l y  w i t h  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  s u c h  r i s k s  w i t h  h i s  
o w n  s a f e t y  a s  h e  d a m n  w e l l  w a n t s  to, o v e r l o o k s  
t h e  t i m e  t e s t e d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  s i m i l a r  
r e g u l a t i o n s  w e  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d .

W h e n e v e r  a p e r s o n  is i n  a c a r  w i t h  o n e  o r  
m o r e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a n y  o n e  of t h e m  
t o  w e a r  a s e a t  b e l t  m a k e s  t h a t  p e r s o n  a p o t e n t i a l  
d a n g e r  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  in t h e  e v e n t  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t .  
F u r t h e r  t h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  t h a t  u s e  o f  a b e l t  c a n  • 
a s s u r e  b e t t e r  d r i v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  at  
t h e  t i m e  o f  a n  a c t u a l  or p o t e n t i a l  c o l l i s i o n .  T'hus 
t h e  s a f e t y  o f  p e r s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s e a t  b e l t  
w e a r e r  c a n  b e  e n d a n g e r e d  b y  a f a i l u r e  t o  w e a r  a 
s e a t  b e l t .  W h e r e  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s ,  t h e  l a w  
h a s  a l w a y s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  r e a s o n a b l e  
r e s t r a i n t s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n d u c t .  W h i l e  m a n y  
e x a m p l e s  c a n  b e  g i v e n  f r o m  v a c c i n a t i o n  to  d o g l e a s h  
laws, a n d  m a n d a t o r y  c a r r y  o n  b a g g a g e  i n s p e c t i o n  
p r i o r  to  a i r l i n e  b o a r d i n g ,  t h e  m o s t  c o m p a r a b l e  
r e g u l a t i o n  is t h e  F e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  
p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  c r e w  w e a r  s e a t  b e l t s  on  a i r p l a n e s  
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t a k e  off, l a n d i n g  a n d  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  
of t u r b u l e n c e .  T h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  
l e a v e s  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  w i t h  n o  c h o i c e .  I a t  l e a s t  
h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  a p a s s e n g e r  r e f r a i n  w h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  
w i t h  a d i r e c t i v e  f r o m  a c a b i n  a t t e n d e n t  to  b u c k l e  
up.



800 Waterfront Place 

1011 Western. Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 08104

P a q e  T w o

U n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d r i v e r  
o r  p a s s e n g e r  d o e s  :h a v e  a c h o i c e .  H e  o r  s h e  c a n  
s i m p l y  pay. t h e  $ 2 0 . 0 0  f i n e  a n d  g o  o n  r i d i n g  b e l t l e s s  
s i n c e  t h e  l a w  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  a r r e s t s  f o r  f a i l u r e  
t o  w e a r  a s e a t  b e l t  a n d  o n l y  c o m e s  i n t o  e f f e c t  
if t h e  c a r  is s t o p p e d  f o r  s o m e  o t h e r  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  law. R a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  
p r i v a c y  a n d  r i s k t a k i n g ,  i t  w i l l ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  
e n c o u r a g e  p r u d e n t  b e h a v i o r  b y  s e t t i n g  a s t a n d a r d ,  
a n d  o n  the- o t h e r  p r o v i d e  a m e c h a n i s m  w h e r e b y  t h o s e  
w h o  c h o o s e  t o  g o  belt'less c a n  h e l p  d e f r a y  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w h i c h  t h e y  h e l p  
c a u s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F r e d r i c  C. T a u s e n d  /

F C T r M B H



HB 1 6 7 MANDATORY U S E  O F  S A F E T Y  D E V IC E S

W I T N E S S E S :

M A R K  J O H N S O N

M I K E  LEWIS, D I V I S I O N  OF PUBLIC S A F E T Y ."

M I K E  M I L L E R , J U N E A U

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  F R O M  J U N E A U  CHAPTER, MADD.

F R A N K  BICKFORD, A L A S K A  SAFETY BEL T U S E  COALITION. 

J U N E A U  A R E A  H I G H  S C H O O L  STUDENT

THE LATEST: T H E  C O A L I T I O N  P ICKED  U P  965 N E W  S I G N A T U R E S  THIS 
PAST W E E K E N D  A T  THE A N C H O R A G E  HOME SHOW.

T H E R E  A R E  A  C OUPLE OF POINTS TH AT M A Y  BE B R O U G H T  U P  I,V 
C O M M I T T E E :

THE A G E  OF SOMEONE  TO BE CITED, S HOULD Y O U  L I M I T  CITAT IONS TO 
A  C E R T A I N  A G E  GROUP. ((OVER 14 O R  16.)

W H O  IS R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  SEATBELTS BEING WORN? W H A T  IF A  14 
Y E A R  O L D  IS S T O P P E D  A N D  HIS M O T H E R  IS N O T  W E A R I N G  H E R  BELT?

H O W  W I L L  THIS A F F E C T  CHILD S AFETY DEVISES?

E L L E N  M O O R E  F R O M  P U BLIC SAFETY PREFERS T H A T  N O N - U S E  OF 
S E A T B E L T S  BE A  P R I MARY  OFFENSE, T H A T  THIS IS N O T  ENOUGH.
N I C E  I D E A  BUT N OT V E R Y  PRACTICAL. SHE SENT O V E R  A N O T H E R  
D I V I S I O N  OF P UB LIC S AFE TY P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  YESTERDAY. L E G A L  
D E P A R T M E N T  SAYS TO LEAVE B I L L  AS IS, M A K E  A N Y  CHAN GES IN 
C O M M I T T E E .

Y O U  D O N ' T  W A N T  TO W A T E R  DOWN THE C H I L D  R E S T R A I N T  LAW.



As required by AS 28.22.200(b), following is a list June 10, 1986

of areas that are exempt from the mandatory insurance 

law. As of 9/01/86 these areas are also exempt from 

vehicle registration per AS 28.10.011(11) amended in

1986 legislature. Napaiskak St. George 

St. Mary'sNapakiak

Adak Chignik Lake Kaktovik Nelson Lagoon St. Michael

Afognak Chisana Kalskag New Stuyahok St. Paul

Akhiok Christian Kaltag Newhalen Sanak

Akiachak Chuathbaluk Kanatak Newtok Sand Point

Akiak Clark's Point Karluk Nightmute Savoonga

Akolmivt Cold Bay Kasaan Nikolai Scammon Bay

AkulursK Crooked Creek Kashegelok Nikolski Selawik

Akutan Kasigluk Noatak Shageluk

Alakanuk Deering Katalla Nolan Shaktoolik

Alatna Diomede Kiana Nondalton Sheldon Point

Allakaket King Cove Noorvik Shemya

Amakaedori Edna Bay King Island Nuiqsut Shismaref

Ambler Eek Kipnuk Nulato Shungnak

Amchitka Egavik Kivalina Nunachuak Shungnak Village

£)Angoon Egegik Kiwalik N unapitchuk Skwentna

Aniak Ekuk Kobuk Nushagak Sleetmute

CAnnette Ekwok Kokhanok Nyac Snettisham

Anvik Elfin Cove Kokrines South Naknek

Arctic Village Elim Koliganek Old Harbor Squaw Harbor

Atka Emanguk Kongiganak Ophir Stebbins

Atkasuk Emmonak Kotlik Oscnrvil]e Stevens Village

Attu English Bay Kotzebue Ouzinkie Stony River

Excursion Inlet Koyuk Owl Village Stuyahok

oBaranof Koyukuk

Barrow False Pass Kvichak Pavlof Harbor Takotna

Beaver Flat Kwethluk Pedro Bay Taku Harbor

^-Bell Is. Hot Spgs. Fort Yukon Kwigillingok Pelican Tanana

Belkofski Fortuna Ledge Kwi guk - Pennock Island Tanunak

Belmezok Kwinhagak Perryville Tatitlek

Betties Galena Pikmiktalik Tenakee Spring -■

Betties Field Gambell Lake Minchumina Pile Bay Tetlin

0Biorka Golovin Larsen Bay Pilot Point Tin City

Birch Creek Goodnews Bay Latouche Pilot Station Todd

Brevig Mission Grayling Levelock Pitka's Point Togiak

Buckland Gustavus Lime Village Platinum Tokeen

Little Diomede Pt. Baker Toksook Bay

Candle Hawk Inlet Long Pt. Hope Tuluksak

Canyon Haycock Lower Kalskag Pt. Lay Tuntutuliak

CCape Pole Holy Cross Poorman Tununak

4 Cape Yakataga Hooper Bay Manokatak Port Alexander Twin Hills

Chalkyitsik Hughes Marshall Port Alsw o r t h Tyonek

Chandalar Huslia Mary's Igloo Port Ashton

Chaniliut M iyder McGrath Port Graham Ugashik

Chakaktolik Medfra Port Heiden Umiat

Chase Iditarod Mekor y u k  - Port Lions Unalakleet

Chatham Iguigig M e s h i k Port M o ller Unga

Cheching Igushik Metlakatla Port Wakefield

Chenik Iliamna Meyoryuk Venetie

Chefornak Ivanoff Bay 'Mieyers Chuck Quinhagak

Chernofski Moses Point Wainwright

Chevak Kachemak Mountain Village Rampart Wales

Chichagof Kaguyak Mumtrak Red Devil White Mountain

Chignik Kake Ruby Whittier

Chignik Lagoon Kakhcnak Napaimiut Russian Mission Wiseman

Woody Island

C o m p i l e d  b y  D M V , D r i v e r  S e r v i c e s



J O H N  SUND, R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

2504 2 n d  A venue  
K etch ikan , A la s k a  99901 

(907) 225-5552

C l i f f o r d  P u r v i s  
Box 586
W r a n g e l l ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 2 9

F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 9 8 8

D e a r  Mr. Purvis:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  w r i t i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  167, t h e  
m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  bill.

I d i d  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  o n  t h e  H o u s e  Floor, f o r  s e v e r a l  
rea s o n s .  First, t h e  b i l l  w i l l  s a v e  lives; t h i s  h a s  b e e n  
c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in o t h e r  s t a t e s .  D e a t h s  a n d  i n j u r i e s  
f r o m  a u t o  a c c i d e n t s  c o s t  all o f  u s  in h i g h  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  
a n d  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  m e d i c a l  care. S e c o n d ,  H B  167 w i l l  n o t  
t r i g g e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a i r  bags. Third, 
t h e  l a w  s h o u l d  b e  e n f o r c e d  in an  u n o b t r u s i v e  m a n n e r ,  a s  it 
p r o v i d e s  for s e c o n d a r y  e n f o r c e m e n t  only.

T h i s  s e c o n d a r y  e n f o r c e m e n t  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  w i l l  n o t  b e  
a l l o w e d  t o  s t o p  v e h i c l e s  in o r d e r  t o  c h e c k  o n  s e a t  b e l t  u s e  - 
it is o n l y  w h e n  t h e  p o l i c e  a r e  s t o p p i n g  a v e h i c l e  for 
a n o t h e r  r e a s o n .  T h e  m a x i m u m  f i n e  is f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ,  t h e r e  
is no  o t h e r  p e n a l t y .

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  s e c o n d a r y  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  h a s  a m a x i m u m  f i n e  o f  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  m a k e s  
it n o t  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  l a w  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  if 
e n o u g h  s t a t e s  p a s s  s e a t  b e l t  l a w s  a u t o  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  w i l l  
n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a i r  bags. A l a s k a ' s  s e a t  b e l t  
s t a t u t e  w i l l  h a v e  n o  i m p a c t  on t h e  a i r  b a g  c o n t r o v e r s y .

W e  a l s o  h a v e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  153, w h i c h  w o u l d  
t a k e  a d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h  to e n c o u r a g i n g  s e a t  b e l t  use. T h i s  
b i l l  w o u l d  r e d u c e  t r a f f i c  f i n e s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  w e a r i n g  
s e a t  b e l t s  at  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  o f f e n s e .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  is m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  e n a c t e d  t h a n  H B  167.

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  w r i t i n g .  P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  if t h e r e  is a n y  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  I c a n  p r o v i d e .

W h ile  in  Juneau  
P. O. B o x  V  

Juneau, A la s k a  99811 
(907) 465-4919



R e p .  J o h n  Sund,

P l e a s e  d o n , 1 1 s a d d l e  in. w i t h  a n y  f o r m  o f  

m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  l a w .  ( H B  1 6 7 )

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  l o b b y i s t s  c a n  c o n v i n c e  m o s t  

a n y o n e  t h a t  b l a c k  i s  r e a l l y  w h i t e  a n d  t h a t  

. r e s u l t s  o f  p o l l s  a n d  t a b l e s  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  

m e a n  a n y t n i n g  t h e y  w a n t  t h e m  t o  s a y .  T h e y ' l l  

t r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  y o u  t n a t  t h e  p u b l i c  d e m a n d s  

a  s e n t  b e l t  l a w .  D o n ' t  l e t  t h e m  k i d  y o u .

T h e  B i g  A u t o  C o m p a n i e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  m i l l i o n s  

o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  l o b b y i n g ,  a r e  p u s h i n g  s e a t  

b e l t  l a w s  s o  t h e y  w o n ' t  h a v e  t o  i n s t a l l  a i r ­

b a g s .  .7e, t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h a v e  

n e i t h e r  t h e  m o n e y  n o r  t h e  t i m e  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  

A n t i  S e a t  B e l t  l o b o y .  7 / e ' r e  t o o  b u s y  t r y i n g  

t o  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  f o r  o u r  f a m i l i e s .  T h a t  

d o e s ' n t  m e a n  w e ' r e  f o r  s u c h  a  lav/.

K a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  N e b r a s k a  a r e  t w o  s t a t e s  

w h e r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e

l o b b y i s t s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  p a s s e d  

s e a t  b e l t  l a w s .  T h e  .-leople c a n e  a l i v e ,  g o t  

u p  r e f e r e n d u m s  a n d  t h r e w  t h e  l a w s  o u t .

■3

Clifford Purvis 

B o x  5 8 6  

W r a n g e l l  A K  9 9 9 2 9
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IN  ALASKA

One thing alone can save 35 lives a year, reduce the hardship and 

c o s t s  o f  over 600 injuries, sa v e  $5 m i l l i o n  w o r t h  of lo s t  labor, and 

d e c r e a s e  e c o n o m i c  l o s s e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i g h w a y  d e a t h  and i n j u r y  

a l one by as much as $13 million: WEARING T H E  SEATBELTS ALREADY IN OUR

CARS.

T h e s e  f a c t s  are ju s t  four of the r e a s o n s  A l a s k a  n e e d s  a l a w  

requiring seatbelt use. Although a major purpose of a Alaska seatbelt 

use law would be to promote the safety of drivers and passengers using 

their seatbelts, such a law would also:

p r o m o t e  the s a f e t y  of s t r e e t  and h i g h w a y  t r a v e l e r s  o t h e r  

than seatbelt users;

p r o m o t e  the p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  and s a f e t y  by r e d u c i n g  h i g h w a y  

deaths and injuries and public expenditures.

In o t h e r  words, if A l a s k a  r e q u i r e s  s e a t b e l t s  to be w o r n  —  

everyone can benefit!

T h e  q u e s t i o n s  and a n s w e r s  are the g o o d  r e a s o n s  w h y  w e  N E E D  a 

seatbelt law in Alaska!

IQ —  H o w  m a y  p e o p l e  are k i l l e d  in t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  in A l a s k a  

annually?

A  —  In 1985, t h e r e  w e r e  127 t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  fatalities. 
This number includes pedestrians, motor vehicle drivers 
and passengers, bicyclists and motorcyclists.

2Q —  How many people are injured in traffic accidents?

A —  Over 7,500 drivers, passengers, pedestrians and cyclists 
were injured in 1985.



3Q —  What is the estimated economic loss to Alaskans from traffic

accident deaths and injuries annually?

A —  T h e  cost of all m o t o r  v e h i c l e  acc i d e n t s ,  e x c l u d i n g  
p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e - o n l y  c r ashes, e x c e e d e d  $82 m i l l i o n  in 
1985.

4Q —  How many of the people killed were occupants of passenger cars?

A  —  Of the 127 people killed in Alaska traffic accidents in 
1985, 100 (79%) were drivers and passengers of cars.

5Q —  H o w  m a n y  of the p e o p l e  k i l l e d  w e r e  o c c u p a n t s  of p a s s e n g e r

ca r s ?

A  —  Of the 7,500 t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  injuries, 73 p e r c e n t  
(5,500) were to occupants cJ passenger cars.

6Q —  W h a t  is the an n u a l  c o s t  of p a s s e n g e r  car o c c u p a n t  d e a t h s  and

injuries?

A —  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  of f a t a l i t i e s  a n d  i n j u r i e s  to 
passenger car occupants amounted to $62 million in 1985.

7Q —  H o w  m a n y  p a s s e n g e r  car o c c u p a n t  d e a t h s  c o u l d  ha,ve be e n

prevented if seatbelt use were required in Alaska?

A —  B a s e d  on the a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a s e a t b e l t  u s e  l a w  w o u l d
result in 80 percent usage and that belts are 50 percent
effective in reducing fatalities, it is estimated that 35 
lives could have been saved in 1985.

8Q —  H o w  m a n y  p a s s e n g e r  car o c c u p a n t  i n j u r i e s  c o u l d  h a v e  been

prevented if belt use were required?

A —  An estimated b00 injuries could have been prevented with 
80 p e r c e n t  b e l t  usage. S e a t b e l t s  are b e l i e v e d  to be 50 
p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  in r e d u c i n g  m o d e r a t e  to c r i t i c a l  
i n j u r i e s  and 10 p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  in r e d u c i n g  m i n o r  
injuries.



9Q —  W h a t  w o u l d  be the e s t i m a t e d  a n n u a l  c o s t  s a v i n g s  if s e a t b e l t  

use were required?

A  —  A  s a v i n g s  of m o r e  th a n  $18 m i l l i o n  in m e d i c a l  costs, 
i n s u r a n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  legal copts, l o s -  of p r o d u c t i v i t y  
a n d  o t h e r  c o s t s  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  —  b a s e d  on 1985 
accident figures. This savings does not include accident 
costs in which only property d a m a g e  was involved.

10Q —  of the annual cost savings, what amounts can be attributed to 

savings from medical costs, legal costs, insurance expenses, 

h u m a n  c a p i t a l  c o s t s  s u c h  as loss of p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and o t her 

c o s t s  s u c h  as police, f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  and e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  

services costs?

A  —  The estimated cost savings are:

Medical C o s t s .................................... $ 2,000,000

Legal C o s t s .......................................$ 2,000,000

Insurance E x p e n s e s .............................. $ 7,000,000
i

Human Capital C o s t s ................... ......... $ 5,000,000

Other C o s t s .......................................$ 2,000,000

TOTAL $18,000,000



THE NUMBER AND COST OF  TRAFFIC

All Traffic 
Accident Fatalities

All Traffic 
Accident Injuries

Passenger Car 
Occupant Fatalities

Passenger Car 
Occupant Injuries

Passenger Car 
Occupant Deaths 
Prevented If Belt 
Use We r e  Required

Passenger Car 
Occupant Injuries 
Prevented If Belt 
Use Were Required

ACCIDENT DEATHS AND INJURIES 
IN A L A S K A , 1985

Number

127

7.500 

100

5.500 

35

600

Costs

$44,000,000

$38,000,000

$34,600,000

$28,000,000

$12,000,000
savings

$ 6,000,000 
savings

NOTES

All figures for 1985 —  the latest year for which complete 
accident statistics are available.

All costs are given in $1985.

T h e  f a t a l i t y  f i g u r e s  u s e d  to a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  1 and 4 are 
t a k e n  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  the F a t a l  A c c i d e n t  R e p o r t i n g  S y s t e m  
( F A R S  1 9 8 5 }  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  
Administration.

The injury figures ar estimates based on State data.

T h e  S t a t e  t o t a 1 
unreported acci

a d j u s t e d  to i n c l u d e  an e s t i m a t e  of 
'njuries.

T h e  c o s t  f i g u r e s  are b a s e d . o n  e s t i m a t e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m T h e  
Economic Cost To Society of Motor Vehicle-Accidents 
published by NHTSA in May 1983.



All o t h e r  f i g u r e s  are b a s e d  on e s t i m a t e s  by the H i g h w a y  
Users Federation.

(1985 is the l a t e s t  ye a r  for w h i c h  c o m p l e t e  d a t a  are 
available to HUF-ASF.)

rT  "iii
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

(907) 586-. 400 

319 Sewarc. St. 

Juneau, Alaska 99801_ A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  (JSE C O A L I T I O N

1 / 2 9 / 8 7

5EAR REPRESENTATIVE SUND,

ATTACHED ARE SIGNATURES OF 
SUPPORTERS OF A MANDATORY 
5AFETY BELT USE LAW IN ALASKA 
COLLECTED AT THE KETCHIKAN 
HEALTH FAIR THIS PAST WEEKEND.



ALAS K A  SAFETY BELT USE C O A L I T I O N  
* 319 Seward Street, #8

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 5 6 3 - 1 R 0 0

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY J OIN WITH T HE A L A S K A  SAFETY BELT 

USE CO A L I T I O N  TO SHOW S U P DORT FOR T HE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE S T ATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE CO AL IT IO N
319 S ew a rd  S t r e e t ,  48 
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 98 1 1 

( 9 0 7 ) -5 8 6 -1 ^ 0 0
S j" S to

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JO IN  W ITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE CO AL IT IO N  TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN  THE STATE OF ALASKA :

P L E .1 S E P R I N T

Name A d d re s s Z ip  Code T e le p h o n e V o t in g
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE CO AL IT IO N  
319 S ew a rd  S t r e e t ,  #8 
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1 

( 9 0 7 ) -5 6 3 -1 H 0 0

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JO IN  W ITH T l.V ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE CO AL IT IO N TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COAL IT IO N 
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JO IN  W ITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE CO AL IT IO N TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN  THE STATE OF ALASKA :

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name A d d re s s Z ip  Code T e le p h o n e V o t in g
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A ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE CO AL IT IO N
319 S ew a rd  S t r e e t ,  #8 
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JO IN  W ITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COAL IT IO N TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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V 4/2/87 - HOUSE JUDICIARY - TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 167.-REQUIRING 
SAFETY BELT USE IN PASSENGER VEHICLES. BY FRANK BICKFORD. EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION STRONGLY ENDORSES HB 167, 
REQUIRING SAFETY BELT USE IN PASSENGER VEHICLES.

THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION IS A GRASS ROOTS MOVEMENT 
COMPRISED OF OVER 7,000 INDIVIDUALS AND 26 ORGANIZATIONS 
REPRESENTING A VIDE RANGE OF INTERESTS, INCLUDING HEALTH £ 
DELIVERY SYSTEMS. BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. EDUCATION, FRATERNAL, 
SERVICE AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS WHO BELIEVE THAT A MANDATORY SEAT 
BELT USE LAV VILL SAVE LIVES, DECREASE INJURIES AND SAVE THE STATE 
OF ALASKA MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN EXPENDITURES EACH YEAR.

THE LATEST HIGHVAY USERS FEDERATION REPORT ESTIMATES THAT A 
MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAV CAN SAVE 35 LIVES A YEAR. REDUCE THE 
HARDSHIP AND COST OF OVER 600 INJURIES/ AND SAVE $18 MILLION A YEAR 
TO THE STATE OF ALASKA IN MEDICAL COSTS. INSURANCE EXPENSES. LEGAL 
COSTS, LOSS OF PRODUCTIVITY AND OTHER COSTS SUCH AS POLICE. FIRE 
DEPARTMENT AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COSTS.

IN 1985, THE LAST YEAR OF AVAILABLE AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT REPORTS, 94 
OUT OF THE 100 ALASKANS KILLED ON OUR STREETS AND HIGHVAYS VERE 
NOT VEARING SEAT BELTS. THIS TRAGEDY COULD HAVE BEEN PREVENTED 
STATISTICS FROM SAFETY EXPERTS SHOV THAT THERE IS A BETTER THAN 50 
PERCENT PROBABILITY THAT THE DEATHS VOULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED IF 
ALASKA HAD A SEAT BELT LAV.

THE MAIN REASONS FOR TH^ SUCCESS OF MANDATORY SAFETY BELT USE LAVS 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY ARE AGGRESSIVE EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS 
ACCOMPANYING THE LAV ALONG VITH THE FACT THAT THE LAVS ARE SELF 
ENFORCEING. THE STATES THAT HAVE SEAT BELT USE LAVS IN EFFECT HAVE 
COMPLIANCE RATES AT ABOUT 45 PERCENT VITH STATE5 LIKE HAVAII AT 81 
PERCENT, TEXAS AT 66 PERCENT, MICHIGAN AND LOUISIANA AT 55 PERCENT 
AND THE LIST GOES ON.

SIMPLY PUT. SEAT BELT LAVS SAVE LIVES. THERE ARE NOV 25 STATES AND 
D.C. VHO HAVE PASSED SEAT BELT USE LAVS. THE STATES VITH THE LONGEST 
EXPERIENCE VITH THE LAVS HAVE SEEN SAVINGS IN LIVES OF 10 -26 
PERCENT AND SEAT BELT USAGE AT ABOUT 45 PERCENT VS. 20 PERCENT 
BEFORE THE LAVS VERE ENACTED.

ONCE HB 167 PASSES THE LEGISLATURE AND IS SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR, 
THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION PAYS FOR A ONE YEAR 
EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN (T.V., RADIO, NEVSPAPER. AND DIRECT MAIL 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS. AS VELL AS PRESENTATIONS TO 
INTERESTED ORGANIZATIONS, SCHOOLS. AND COMMUNITIES) PROMOTING THE 
LAV. THIS SERVICE PROVIDED BY THE COALITION VILL MEAN THE STATE 
VILL NOT HAVE TO SPEND MONEY TO IMPLEMENT THE LAV.

THE FACTS SHOV THAT A MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAV VILL SAVE 
DOLLARS AND. MORE IMPORTANTLY, LIVES.

J



AN ILLINOIS RESIDENT WHO LOST HER BID TO HAVE THE U.S. SUPREME COURT 
STRIKE DOWN HER STATE'S SAFETY BELT USE LAV NOV SAYS SHE VILL VEAR 
A SAFETY BELT.

THE SUPREME COURT DISMISSED THE CHALLENGE ON 2/23/87 “FOR VANT OF 
SUBSTANIAL FEDERAL QUESTION."

IN EFFECT. THE HIGH COURT HAS TOLD STATE COURTS AND LEGISLATURES 
THAT IT FINDS NO CONSTITUTIONAL BARRIER TO SAFETY BELT USE LAVS.
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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319 Seward Street, it8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1*100

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

J L L A S K A  s a f e t y  b e l t  u s e  c o a l i t i o n

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT OSE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT OSE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT DSE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1*100

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1*100

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE.OF ALASKA:

P R I N T

Zip Code TelephoneName Address Voting 
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION /
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEP JY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE P M f if
Name
. n

Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1 ̂400

4

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P IL E M 1 • m m

B R I N T

Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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r> vi- rp\ cxccA-a-l ‘Z-I'b G ”2.'3s'<k fVvX- c{Q.czQ'S Z-IS-ZOĜ
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT OSE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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£>Ŝ -7-2o6
39 ¥ -7 /9
634 3-03 iS
74$- a o g  3

//45M &cn£T_________
/ / A'3 ~3f-

‘LYJJA2- S'/./- $

U :J & -

AAcjL-
A^c-u

VoS. \rt\pRy

?IldL

n

f?&3

2 7 W Z S &

-  o a  3  L MlIdL

A m L  l
^ 1  ✓ <?<£> / OJZjL 9?.A A 3 23-7/1-CJ A rt c  L

Jcr-

A p i C  v T i r t y  /  4  / )  / t ''2 y /

U ,

3.3 S"-/ I YYS/
3*-

j ? < y  fe_cz.7-

/7

P -d -B g f 2& o < < ± iyID /V< D Aa ms- 3  4 4 - / 1 , 0 9 /b tc A .

■>~j^ <?  ̂1 //y5 3 > 0 C 'I  7 e . ' ~ / c ) 9 7 5 j < A r\J (p (~J

C , o ( U p „  S i e H t - n z ? ^ o o  A lb a  4 a £3/3 -oy/c, finch.
rA'A/fi JQ-nntf

( o t e i s  £ ■  U L ^ A ' S O  
A h n c 'h  A?A? ? g s t > 4

r'utnrt5 ^ 1

3 3 3 - ^ 3 - S O  

■ 3 4 / 5 ' 5  A  f

X (y ic P \  •

I * s i o o j y W ' P ^ '  
e ^ r i a . a i d ,

^^/yb

fib 9 / a
<1$ ‘  F) y)c

/e
f i/ C 97i 05 3 3€-t€.5C

X L e ^ h A S jW

■*-, >sy,t £  CUt\
T

c3p)\u 9n  J . Ji-ctlcL) ( \ j ( \

d i e  t i ^ C w d *  
h  d J L

14 £ 0 4 )  3 T - H 7 & )

s  X ' i  €. 3 9  4- f i j /C1\ 07 3 3 7 - ^ 2 - 7 2 -



319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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319 Seward Street, #8 
" Juneau, Alaska 99811
^  (907) 563-11100

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

• USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1*100

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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Prec/Dist

W o  272.1 £ tonft\!
M jM h  X  £ m i L  Z ^ 27

/) . / y t^ v ^ i f 0 .o g <  z W i  7 - 0  f e k e ^ r

I  € ^ 1  - J i F l ' I ' c i i - l x - f r l  ^ - 7 3 /  k 'e -'-ih P 'b -iy  4 J ///^

g y jv i  U&A7i$Dr> 0 ^ 3 2 ^ ^ ^ ' £ l c l ( tM C 5

7707 l̂WjAd; 9957V
/  ~ ± A i& r> T yH  t+ *£h

<O x c  M  /w D D h  ir * A s

/c<Hc\' n c^ i'- \ ’ i ‘i i f C _________

6  7 * <CC f/ ? & /) J r

5 H i £  B iL m C ______

7 ^  /)->£/& £ lt  f- o  l£ L

9 4 S /4

79 7J? fesaf<Vg^iC7vDr.

JV aVV\V-€-~€ <n» ̂ O nK^N^

" f g j f  Z c W L ^ k - ^ L

f i c t r L l i a ro . o A l n p V r . H ____

T A  s ^  P H / N  h lo  I'SPN

U J M A J J d J iid lj/ ii Cll ScLLirttfhcM 
- 7  a ~ r i

/ P l M ^ Q R R R f i N Q T  

& 0 (1 - # 7 X '

P - O ' & Y  P A -  I / J j M m O

332 W73

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, it8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

'907) 563-1400

WE. THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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ALAJKA safety belt ose coalition
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION Tfi SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE O'" ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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5<ô '71/‘Z
Lte'- l^ ° N X . fJ o n /k  Dvc. /s~

c2jckJe<2-'blmi
. k l"

B - 2A 2 M 1  V ^ Z - 9*7fcU S 3 5 - ^ 5 6 4

Vnis il̂ yc b r f ? S b  %

4 / ^ y / L  ( i J c R N c # y 'S 3  /  0 , f -7 r c ^ iJ r )c > s 99sc 9
i z x  H  %>

/ 3 z >  < j c f  Q / p , ZtLsoc. 3e/g-~/0£/S
\ W < j  f r i o H s f o P Sno[U^_ 9?a)9> St/I -?390

y ^ e im n f ) M & r s t ? V.o.go* iizi9i 3 fyg-Sog 7

X^X.fl'U 14m ^ £ u O 7 % 2 - 0 ^ c A - i A c , a U ;±L Q a s M .

IP L E A S fe T
I u C

V. -______ 3 ^ - 7  77?

4 3d£j_ y0h3nf3
c

o i i P h h / f l  X ^-y 7+ŵcpe*}**-______________

s&ZzsjzsAz/j Z

^ jc L 'h U 'J  f  ■ ^ - {fU C L J 3Y7-J&M
-  - i ,  ‘2 £ f ? f  f i M i Z i s  f t * y & * f

, v / . / > r 0  1  J  Z c ‘ H 5 \ < - _____ f r j ^ A _______________

/ W  s. J o S 'W r T c /T T tr o l rk 2£L22-

t\i: ’c 5/ ,/? Id /:■' /’■ ?
US/)N L ■ ho c JZtikLLJ/lC, / 'i> i.J - 1̂ T 9 9  s7 ? - 2 _

,£ q j£ m  IA l 2 L &C23.
3!^>M K-i^uL P M 3  3 V 3 t _. .

o r r r ^ ^ y b e g j e . ^do\ 2 .7 4  4 o 2 > | \ 2 0 / l 7 _

)Q/\ Lci<-| Q H M y

B D



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, # 8  
Juneau, Alaska 99311 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name Address
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1 

(907) 563-1400

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1*100

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name Address
1

Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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' /nenMh AAzs/co ^ Ar.uG 9 Pro 4- J37-/9S7-

-A-./A: ItU E . 9V? / EE// ^ < n r 97?. 7/79*
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P L E A S E  M S USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting 
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT DSE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Zip Code TelephoneName Address Voting 
Prec/D ist
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Zip Code"Name Address Telephone Voting 
Prec/Dist
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319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, # 8  
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1^00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E A S E  P R I N T

m Zip Code Telephone Voting 
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION 
319 Seward Street, #8 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT 

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW 

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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As you requested during the House Judiciary Committee hearing on 
CS for House Bill 167, "An Act relating to mandatory use of 
safety devices," I have reviewed similar legislation from fifteen 
of the twenty-five states which have passed these laws, and found 
that only six of them refer to seat belts. The remaining nine 
refer to safety belts.

I discussed this issue with Mike Lewis, Director of the Highway 
Safety Planning Agency in the Department of Public Safety, and we 
both agree that the use of the term "safety belt" is preferable 
to the term "seat belt" for a variety of reasons. First, as you 
pointed out during the hearing, the terra "safety belt" more 
accurately describes a three point, lap-shoulder belt. Second, 
the term "safety belt" reinforces the idea that these are safety 
devices.

I also have enclosed some information about the U.S. Department 
of Transportation, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 208, 
which requires all new cars to be equipped with automatic 
restraints by the 1990 model year, unless states representing two 
thirds of the U.S. population pass mandatory safety belt use laws 
meeting certain minimum standards. In order to be counted toward 
recision of this automatic restraint ruling, a state safety belt 
use law must include a minimum of a $25 fine and a primary 
enforcement provision. Since we are in favor of both a mandatory 
safety belt use law and the requirement for automatic restraints 
in new cars, we are pleased that CS for HB 167 includes only a 
$15 fine.

06-F46LH



Please let me know if we can provide you or the Judiciary 
Committee with any additional information as you consider these 
issues.

i »resentative John Sund, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee

Myra M. Munson 
Commissioner
Department of Health and Social Services

Elizabeth Ward, MN 
Director
Division of Public Health

T. Michael Lewis, Program Director 
Highway Safety Planning Agency

Sincerely,

Mark S. Johnson, Coordinator 
Emergency Medical Services



S t a t e  T e r m  u s e d  i n  L e g i s l a t i o n

California ........................ seat belt
Connecticut ......................  safety belt
Hawaii ............................. seat belt
Illinois ..........................  safety belt
Indiana ...........................  safety belt
Louisianna ........................ safety belt
Michigan ..........................  safety belt
Missouri ..........................  safety belt
New Jersey ........................ seat belt
New Mexico ........................ safety belt
New York ..........................  safety belt
North Carolina  ................  seat belt
Oklahoma  ......................... seat belt
Texas .............................. safety belt
Washington, D.C................... seat belt



T H E  FO L L O W IN G  TESTIM O N Y  IS  F IO M  SU SA N  F L O O D . D I1 E C T O E  O F  D A T  
K E H A B IL IT A T IO N  A T  T H E  A L A S K A  T K SA T M E N T  CEN TER. SU SA N  REA D  HER 
TESTIM O N Y  IN  F A V O R  O F  HI) 1 * 7  V IA  TELEC O N FER EN C E ON M ARCH 2 0 .  1 9 8 7  TO 
T H E  S T A T E  H O U SE S T A T E  A F F A IR S  CO M M ITTEE.

MY NAME IS SUSAN FLOOD. I'M THE DIRECTOR OF THE DAY 
REHABILITATION PROGRAM AT THE ALASKA TREATMENT 
CENTER. THE CENTER IS A NONPROFIT OUTPATIENT MEDICAL 
REHABILITATION FACILITY. IaD LIKE TO PRESENT A PROFILE 
OF A CLIENT WHOM WE TREATED AS THE RESULT OF AN 
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT. THE CLIENT IS A 27 YEAR OLD 
WOMAN WHO SUSTAINED A TRAUMATIC HEAD INJURY AND 
MULTIPLE PHYSICAL INJURIES IN AUGUST, 1985. SHE WAS 
NOT WEARING A SEAT BELT. HER HUSBAND, ALSO NOT 
WEARING A SEAT BELT, WAS KILLED IN THE ACCIDENT. SHE 
HAS 2 SMALL CHILDREN AND IS WITHOUT FAMILY SUPPORT.

THE STATE OF ALASKA PROVIDED APPROXIMATELY 
$90,000 WORTH OF INPATIENT MEDICAL CARE FOR THIS 
CLIENT.

OUTPATIENT REHABILITATION SERVICES OVER A 13 MONTH 
PERIOD COST THE STATE ANOTHER $51,700.

IN ADDITION TO STATE FUNDED MEDICAL CARE, THIS CLIENT 
AND HER CHILDREN ALSO RECEIVE SERVICES FROM OTHER 
STATE FUNDED AGENCIES SUCH AS: THE HOMEMAKER 
PROGRAM, DAYCARE PROGRAMS, AID TO FAMILIES WITH 
DEPENDENT CHILDREN, FOOD STAMPS AND CHILD 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES.

HER PROGNOSIS FOR RETURNING TO WORK IS EXTREMELY

SHE PLANS ON REMAINING IN THE STATE OF ALASKA AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO REQUIRE STATE FUNDING.

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION BucW"

POOR

3 1 9  SEW ARD ST. #8 
JU N EA U , ALASKA 9 9 8 0 1  
9 0 7 -5 8 6 -1 4 0 0

SEATBELT LAWS



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 74-15-87

(Bsmm w .  safety belt use legislation passed ou t of state house

JUDICIARY ON 4-14-87 BY A 4(REC0MMEND DO PASS) , 2(NO 
RECOMMENDATION)AND l(DO NOT PASS) VOTE. THE BILL YILL GO TO THE 
FLOOR SHORTLY FOR A VOTE.

M B I R  S n t B m i n m S  (E®lLILIKm - THIS pa s t w e e k e n d THE COALITION 
COLLECTED 360 SIGNATURES OF SUPPORTERS OF CSHB !67 AT THE MATSU 
HOME SHOW IN YASILLA. THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE SIGNED 
PETITIONS IN FAVOR OF A MANDATORY SAFETY BELT LAW IN ALASKA IS NOW 
OVER 7.000.

a & G m B m r  m m  M o s n r  K s m - i M i D n ®  m m  w a t M M M i t  -  4 - 13 -
87 "HAD 80% OF ALASKA'S 1985 HIGHWAY USERS BUCKLED THEIR SAFETY 
BELTS BEFORE SETTING OUT. THE STATE COULD HAVE SAVED AN ESTIMATED 
$18 MILLION IN DAMAGES AS A RESULT OF ENSUING ACCIDENTS, ACCORDING 
TO BILL SCHNEIDER. CHAIRMAN OF THE ALASKA HIGHWAY USERS 
FEDERATION.

THAT ESTIMATE COMES FROM A HIGHWAY USERS FEDERATION STUDY 
OUTLINING TOTAL COSTS TO THE STATE -  EXCLUDING PROPERTY DAMAGE 
ONLY ACCIDENTS - THAT WERE INCURRED AS A RESULT OF THE 127 
FATALITIES AND OVER 7.000 INJURIES WHICH OCCURED THAT YEAR. 1985 IS 
THE LATEST YEAR FOR WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE.

"ENTIRELY ASIDE FROM THE TERRIFIC HUMAN SUFFERING.” SCHNEIDER 
SAID. "THIS SAVINGS IS INVALUABLE AT A TIME WHEN THE LEGISLATURE 
IS CONSIDERING DRASTIC MEASURES TO REDUCE OUR BUDGET DEFICIT."

Tim jrmwm m o t h o t 1 mpumiKEAEis sponsored a debate on the
ISSUE OF MANDATORY SAFETY BELT LEGISLATION LAST WEEK. THE 
FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM FRANK BICKFORD. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE COALITION. "  THE ISSUE OF MANDATORY SAFETY BELT USE LEGISLATION 
IS NOT INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS BUT PUBLIC SAFETY. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
SAY WHAT YOU FEEL. WRITE WHAT YOU THINK. AND GO WHERE YOU WILL. A 
SAFETY BELT LAW ISN'T GOING TO CHANGE ANY OF THAT. YOU DO NOT HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO BURDEN YOUR NEIGHBORS BY BECOMING A PERMANENT WARD 
OF THE STATE."

i K S i m i P T r s  m m  M t a s i z n r  m n n n m s  n ®  i r n m  B i D m i B  s t t m w u m

JUNEAU EMPIRE. MONDAY. APRIL 13.1987

Fairbanks Dally NtwvMlrwr, Fllrbankl Alaska. Sunday, April IJWJ-

Please buck le  up!
March 24,1987 

163 Shenandoah Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99712

To the editor:
Tjust read in the paper about two 

children who were thrown out of 
their vehicle during an accident in 
North Pole. How soon they forget.
Wasn't it just less than a year ago 
that another child was killed in 
North Pole when she was also 
thrown out of her vehicle during an 
accident? If you don’t have enough, 
sense  to ca r e  enough about
yourselves to buckle up, at least 
give your children a fighting 
chance. If a mandatory seat belt 
law is what it takes, then that’s 
what it takes.

A concerned mother,
Mary L. Johnson

Seat belt law
- ia-J  j,-;-,,.^WlHjSave.Uves,,., ..

>/:• • -v.' # ••, Latter to.th* Editor:
vi/.'.We have always advocated ftee- 

donr bf choice and the rights of the 
Individual, and will continue to do so 
as long as the Individual making the 
decision Is the only person affected 
by the outcome. However, In the case 
of seat belts, the decision not to use 
them by one person has the potential 
of injuring or killing others, as well 
as costing our state a fortune in med­
ical costs, Insurance expenses, legal 
costs, loss of productivity and other 
associated costs.

A mandatory seat belt law in 
Alaska Is Important In saving lives, 
reducing injuries and saving the 
state money.Sincerely,Julie Cerlton Cindy Hauber Shannon Saxton JDH3 Safety Balt Uae Coalition Coordinator*

A u c h o ra g e  T im e s 
A n c h o r a g e . AX

MAH 1 & 1987 
Eyewitness report

Here Is another perspective 
based  on personal observation a t a  couple of thou­
sand  acc id en ts over the y e a rs  Involving m otorists 
not u sing  se a t belts:

1. C ar ro lls , unbelted d r iv e r thrown out, c a r  
land s on (op o f h im , dead.

2. C rash , v ic tim  ejected , head h its  pavem ent, 
sk u ll sp lits , bra in  se ve ra l feet from body, d e ad

Enough sa id .
John F . F ran k lin  
Com m issioner of Pub lic  Safety 
M unicipa lity  of Anchorage

F a irb a n k s  D a ily  N ew s-F iner 
F a i r b a n k s .  AK_______________

MAR 1 • 1987
Seat belt law

March 5,1987 
P.O. Box 72923 

F a irb an k s, AK 99707
To the editor:

Requiring se a t belts to be worn is 
no more a threat to our c iv il liber- 
t ie s than  requ ir in g  m otorists to 
obey slop sig n s and tra ffic  lights. 
Scat b e lls , a s well a s stop sign s and 
tra ffic  ligh ts, have proven to be Im­
portant factors in reducing deaths 
and in ju rie s in tra ffic  accidents.

In addition to the safety  factor, 
se a t belt law s are  cost effective. 
S tudies show that for every dollar 
Invested in sa fety  belt use, the sta le  
sa v e s  $37.50. Safe ly  belts can re­
duce tra ffic  fa ta lit ie s , which are 
eight tim es a s  expensive to investi­
gate a s  non-injury accidents. Offic­
e rs would have more time to con­
centrate on other tra ffic  enforce­
ment program s.

Sincerely,
Ron M iller



T IT L E : "An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a n d a t o r y  CONTACT: E l l e n  M o o r e  
u s e  o f  s a f e t y  d e v i c e s "  4 6 5 - 4 3 7 5
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T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t o  r e d u c e  d e a t h s  a n d  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  t o  
o c c u p a n t s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  b y  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  u s e  o f  s a f e t y  b e l t s  b y  t h e  
m o t o r i n g  p u b l i c .

T h i r t y - o n e  s t a t e s  h a v e  e n a c t e d  b i l l s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  s a f e t y  b e l t s .  
J u r i s d i c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  h a d  t h e  l o n g e s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  l a w s  h a v e  
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n c r e a s e  i n  s e a t b e l t  u s e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  
t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f a t a l i t i e s  a n d  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s .

H o u s e  B i l l  1 6 7  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  s a v e  a s  m a n y  a s  35 l i v e s  i n  A l a s k a  e a c h  
y e a r .  T h i s  f i g u r e  a s s u m e s  a 70% c o m p l i a n c e  r a t e  a n d  a 50% e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
r a t e .  B e c a u s e  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w s  o n l y  " s e c o n d a r y "  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  i t  m a y  be  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  u s e ;  h o w e v e r ,  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  b y  H e l l e n t h a l  a n d  A s s o c i a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  80% 
o f  t h e  A l a s k a n s  s u r v e y e d  w i l l  w e a r  s a f e t y  b e l t s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  s u c h ' a  
l a w  e x i s t s .

We r e c o m m e n d  p a s s a g e  o f  HB 1 6 7  a s  w r i t t e n .

A r t h u r  E n g l i s h  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
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March 7, 1988

While in Juneau 
P. O. B o x  V  

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4919

Mike Lewis 
P.O. Box 1937 
Wrangell, AK 99929

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Thank you fo r  w riting  regarding sea t b e l t  l e g i s la t io n ;  I 
support the  b i l l .  House B i l l  167, which mandates sea t  b e l t  
use, w il l  save l iv e s .  I voted fo r  the b i l l  on the House 
Floor and supported i t  in committee.

The b i l l  i s  now in the  Senate S ta te  A ffa irs  Committee -  i t  
has passed the House. You might want to  contact Senator 
Lloyd Jones.

HB 167 provides fo r  secondary enforcement -  only i f  the car 
i s  stopped fo r another reason can the d r iv e r  be t ic k e te d  fo r 
not v/earing a sea t b e l t .  The maximum fin e  i s  $15. These 
two fa c ts  make the le g is la t io n  n o t  qualify  under the federa l 
law which w il l  remove the requirement th a t  the auto industry  
provide a i r  bags i f  enough s ta te s  pass sea t  b e l t  le g is la t io n .  
This way, Alaska can have a mandatory sea t  b e l t  law and s t i l l  
not co n tr ibu te  to  changing the  federa l a i r  bag le g is la t io n .

Thanks again fo r the support, please l e t  me know i f  th e re  is  
any fu r th e r  information I can provide.

S incerely ,



P. O.  Box 1937 
W r a n g e l l ,  A l a s k a  99929 
March 1 , 1 9 3 8

The Ho n o r a b l e  John Sund
A l a s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
Box V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Sund

I am an A l a s k a  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t  and have  been t o r  18 
y e a r s .  I have  s e e n  q u i t e  a f ew a c c i d e n t s  wher e  s e a t b e l t s  
have been i n v o l v e d  and q u i t e  a few wher e  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  been 
i n v o l v e d .  The p e o p l e  t h a t  wer e  w e a r i n g  t he  s e a t b l e t s  came 
o u t  o f  i t  a  l o t  b e t t e r  t han  t he  o n e s  t h a t  w e r e n ' t .  I t h i n k  
s e a t b e l t s  s h o u l d  be a m a n d i t o r y  l aw.

I was  r e c e n t l y  in C a l i f o r n i a  and became a c c u s t o me d  t o  
w e a r i n g  s e a t b l e t s  v e r y  q u i c k l y  s i n c e  i t  i s  t he  l aw.  I woul d  
r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  s e e  t he  s e a t b e l t  l aw come i n t o  e f f e c t .

I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  s e a t b e l t  law woul d  h e l p  o u t  t he  d e a t h s  
by a u t o  a c c i d e n t s  in A l a s k a  t r e m e n d o u s l y .

I woul d  1 ike t o  know wher e  you s t a n d  on t h i s  i s s u e .

Thank you f o r  t a k i n g  your t i me  t o  r e a d  t h i s .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s



A p r i l  2 0 ,  1 9 8 7

Bob Oszman 
Chief of Police 
Box 329
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Dear Chief Oszman:

The House Ju d ic ia ry  Committee recen tly  considered HB 167, 
r e la t in g  to  the  mandatory use of sea t b e l t s ,  and passed i t  out 
with favorable  recommendations. The b i l l  i s  c u r ren t ly  w aiting 
to  be scheduled fo r  a vote by the  e n t i r e  House.

Seat b e l t s  have proven to  save l iv e s .  I w i l l  support and vote 
fo r the  l e g i s la t io n  as long as i t  does not jeopard ize  the  
federa l ru l in g  fo r the automobile industry  to  i n s t a l l  a irbags 
and automatic sca t  b e l t s  in  new cars a f t e r  1990. (All new 
cars a f t e r  1990 w il l  be required  to  have a irbags un less  a 
m ajority  of the  population i s  covered by mandatory se a t  b e l t  
law s).

A laska 's  proposed law has been c a re fu lly  c ra f te d  not to  comply 
with the  federa l requirements of of a $25 d o l la r  f in e  and 
primary enforcement. House B ill  167 provides fo r  a f in e  of 
$15 d o l la r s  and secondary enforcement.

I f  you would l ik e  add ition a l information on t h i s  or any o ther 
m atter, p lease  do not h e s i ta te  to  contact my o f f ic e .

S incerely,

John Sund
Chairman, House Ju d ic ia ry



C liffo rd  Purvis 
Box 586
Wrangell, Alaska 99929

F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 9 8 8

Dear Mr. Purvis:

Thank you fo r  w riting  concerning House B i l l  167, the 
mandatory s e a t  b e l t  b i l l .

I did support t h i s  b i l l  on the House Floor, fo r  severa l 
reasons. F i r s t ,  the b i l l  w il l  save l iv e s ;  t h i s  has been 
c le a r ly  demonstrated in o ther s t a te s .  Deaths and in ju r ie s  
from auto acc iden ts  cost a l l  of us in high insurance ra te s  
and s ta te  support for medical care . Second, HB 167 w il l  not 
t r ig g e r  the Federal le g i s la t io n  regarding a i r  bags. Third, 
the  law should be enforced in an unobtrusive manner, as i t  
provides fo r  secondary enforcement only.

This secondary enforcement means th a t  the p o lice  w il l  not be 
allowed to  s top  veh ic les  in  order to  check on sea t  b e l t  use - 
i t  i s  only when the po lice  are stopping a v eh ic le  fo r 
another reason. The maximum fin e  i s  f i f te e n  d o l la r s ,  the re  
is  no other penalty .

The fa c t  t h a t  the le g is la t io n  provides fo r secondary 
enforcement and has a maximum fine  of f i f te e n  d o l la rs  makes 
i t  not q u a lify  under the federa l law which s t a t e s  th a t  i f  
enough s ta te s  pass sea t  b e l t  laws auto manufacturers w il l  
not be required  to  provide a i r  bags. Alaska w il l  have no 
impact.

We also  have under consideration  Senate B i l l  153, which would 
take a d i f f e re n t  approach to  encouraging sea t  b e l t  use. This 
b i l l  would reduce t r a f f i c  f in es  fo r  those who are  wearing 
sea t b e l ts  a t  the time of the offense. At t h i s  time I th ink  
th a t  th i s  b i l l  i s  more l ik e ly  to  be enacted than HB 167.

Thanks again fo r  w riting . Please l e t  me know i f  th e re  i s  any 
fu r th e r  inform ation I can provide.

Sincerely ,

John Sund 
R representative



Memorandum 
A p r i l  10, 1987

To: John H a r t l e
From: E l l e n  Moore
Re: CSH3167 (Jud )

As we d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m o rn in g ,  th e  work d r a f t  f o r  th e  C o m m it t e e 's  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
KB 167 c o n t a i n s  a t e c h n i c a l  change  t h a t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  and , i n  my o p in io n ,  may 
c lo u d  th e  i n t e n t  o f  th e  b i l l .

I n  th e  d r a f t ,  th e  s e c t i o n  t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  th e  p e n a l t y  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  
c h i l d  r e s t r a i n t  law  s u b s t i t u t e s  th e  word " v i o l a t i o n "  f o r  th e  e x i s t i n g
" i n f r a c t i o n "  (S e c .  28.06.099). The r e f e r e n c e  ap p ea rs  tw i c e ,  (page  2, l i n e  25
and page 3, l i n e  4 ) .  T h e re  i s  no s u b s t a n t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  th e  tw o , b u t  
th e  e f f e c t  i s  t o  move th e  o f f e n s e  ou t  o f  th e  m oto r v e h i c l e  code  i n t o  th e  
c r i m i n a l  co de .

C o p ie s  o f  th e  r e l e v a n t  s t a t u t e s  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  My o n l y  b a s i s  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g
th e  change  i s  w he th e r  th e  Com m ittee  i n t e n d e d  to  c o n v e y  th e  ? m p re ss ion  t h a t  a
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  so m e th in g  more th a n  a s im p le  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  
motor v e h i c l e  code .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  to  c a l l  me i f  you h ave  any  q u e s t i o n s  o r  i f  t h e r e  i s  s o m e th in g  
abou t t h i s  s u b j e c t  t h a t  I  h ave  o v e r lo o k e d  o r  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d .

Thanks f o r  you r  h e l p .
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aggravated offenses against property interests, or aggravated offenses 
against public administration or order;

(3) class C felonies, which characteristically involve conduct serious 
enough to deserve felony classification but not serious enough to be 
classified as A  or B felonies;

(4) class A  misdemeanors, which characteristically involve less se­
vere violence against a person, less serious offenses against property 
interests, less serious offenses against public administration or order, 
or less serious offenses against public health and decency than felo­
nies;

(5) class B misdemeanors, which characteristically involve a minor 
r isk  or physical in ju ry to a person, minor offenses against property 
interests, m inor offesnses against public administration or order, or 
minor offenses against public health and decency;

( whi ch characteristically involve conduct inappropri­
ate to an orderly society but which do not denote cr im inality  in their  
commission.

(b) The classification of each felony defined in this title, except m ur­
der in the first and second degree, sexual assault in the first degree, 
sexual abuse of a m inor in  the first degree, misconduct invo lving a 
controlled substance in  the first degree, and kidnapping, is designated 
in  the section defining it. A  felony under A laska law defined outside 
th is tit le for which no penalty is specifically provided is a class C 
felony.

(c) The classification of each misdemeanor defined in this title is 
designated in the section defining it. A  misdemeanor under Alaska  
law  defined outside th is t it le for which no penalty is provided is a class 
A  misdemeanor. (§ 10 ch 166 S LA  1978; am  §§ 9, 10 ch 143 SLA  
1982; am §§ 17, 18 ch 37 S L A  1986)

Effect o f am endm ents. — The 1986 
amendment, effective May 26, 1986, in­
serted "sexual abuse of a minor in the first 
degree, misconduct involving a controlled

substance in the first degree," in two 
places in the introductory language of 
subsection (a) and in the first sentence of 
subsection (b).

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Cited in Stiegele v. State, Ct. App. Op. 
No. 382 (File No. A-399), 685 P.2d 1255 
(1984).

nduct result- 
3 A  felonies,



§ 11 .81 .900 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  S u p p l e m e n t § 11 .81 .900

(B) but "sexual contact” does not include acts
(i) that may reasonably ba construed to be normal caretaker re­

sponsibilities for a child, interactions w ith  a child, or affection for a 
child; or

(ii) performed for the purpose of administering a recognized and 
lawful form of treatment that is reasonably adapted to promoting the 
physical or mental health of the person being treated;

(53) "sexual penetration” means
(A) genital intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, anal intercourse, or 

an intrusion, however slight, of an object or any part of a person’s body 
into the genital or anal opening of another person’s body;

(B) but "sexual penetration” does not include acts performed for the 
purpose of adm inistering a recognized and lawful form of treatment 
that is reasonably adapted to promoting the physical health  o f the 
person being treated;

(C) each party to any of the acts defined as "sexual penetration” is 
considered to be engaged in sexual penetration;

(54) "solicits” includes "commands”;
(55) "threat” means a menace, however communicated, to engage in 

conduct described in  AS  11.41.520(a)(1) —  (7) but under AS  
11.41.520(a)(1) includes all threats to inflict physical in jury on any­
one;

!3nr is a noncriminal offense punishable only by a fine, 
but not by imprisonment or other penalty; conviction of a violation  
does not give rise to any d isability  or legal disadvantage based on 
conviction of a crime; a person charged w ith  a violation is not entitled

(A) to a trial by jury; or
(B) to have a public defender or other counsel appointed at public 

expense to represent the person;
(57) "voluntary act” means a bodily movement performed 

consciously as a result of effort and determination, and includes the 
possession of property i f  the defendant was aware of the physical pos­
session or control for a sufficient period to have been able to term inate  
it. (§ 10 ch 166 SLA  1978; am §§ 29 —  32 ch 102 S LA  1980; am §§ 12 
-  14 ch 45 SLA  1982; am §§ 12 —  15 ch 143 SLA  1982; am § 2 ch 54 
SLA  1983); am § 5 ch 79 SLA  1984; am § 3 ch 114; am §§ 1, 2 ch 116 
SLA 1984)

Effect of am endments. — The first 
19M amendment inserted "the use of a 
computer, computer lime, a computer sys­
tem. u computer program, a computer net­
work. or any part of a computer system or 
network" in paragraph (51) of subsection
it>

The second 1964 amendment inserted

"including cable, subscription, or pay tele­
vision or other telecommunications ser­
vice" in paragraph (51) of subsection (b).

The third 1984 amendment, in para­
graph (52) of. subsection (b), inserted 
present subparagraph (A), added pre­
sented subparagraph (B), and, in subpara­
graph (A), divided the formerly undivided

o
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§ 12 .55 .030

within paragraphs (4), (5) or (6) of subsec­
tion (g) the court may not impose a con­
current sentence. However, if the 
defendant’s conduct falls within para­
graphs (1), (2) or (3) of subsection (g) the 
court is authorized to impose concurrent 
sentences. (Griffith v. State, Ct. App. Op. 
No. 331 (File No. A-47), 675 P.2d 662 
(1984).

J tE

Where defendant* un c- u . 
forgery cases violated umiiar 
interests, he could therefore 
current sentences. Wtnfnv * 
App. Op. No. 378 (File No A 1V.

(1984).

Sec. 12.55.030. Discharge o f  indigents imprisoned for nanpa\r:cn'. 
o f  fine. [Repealed, § 16 ch 53 SLA 1973.]

Sec. 12.55.035. F ines, (a) Upon conviction of an offense, n il.-i-n 
dant m ay be sentenced to pay a fine as authorized in this section <r a* 
otherwise authorized by law. In  determining the amount and tnrth.«f 
of payment of a fine, the court shall take into account the finaru:.ii 
resources of the defendant and the nature of the burden its pavnrn t  
w il l  impose. No defendant may be imprisoned solely because of in.itm 
i ty  to pay a fine.

(b) Upon conviction of an offense, a defendant who is not an 
nization may be sentenced to pay, unless otherwise specified in '.i;r 
provision of law defining the offense, a fine of no more than

(1) $75,000 for murder in the first or second degree, sexual n.vwu:: 
in  the first degree, kidnapping, or misconduct involving a controiird 
substance in the first degree;

(2) $50,000 for a class A, B, or C felony;
(3) $5,000 for a v. tss A  misdemeanor;

(c) Upon conviction of an offense, a defendant that is an organization 
m ay be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding the greater of

(1) $100,000; or
(2) an amount which is three times the pecuniary gain realized by 

the defendant as a result of the offense.
(d) I f  a defendant is sentenced to pay a fine, the court may grant 

permission for the payment to be made w ith in  a specified period of time 
or in specified installments. (§ 12 ch 166 SLA  1978; am § 17 ch 45 SLA  
1982; am § 26 ch 143 S LA  1982)

Cross references. — For classification 
of offenses, see AS 11.81.250; for sentences 
of imprisonment for felonies, see AS 
12.55.125; for sentences of imprisonment 
for misdemeanors, see AS 12.55.135; for 
sentences for violations, see AS 12.55.140.

Effect o f am endm ents. — The first 
1982 amendment, in subsection (b)(1), 
deleted "or” preceding "kidnapping” and

added "or misconduct involving j» 
controlled substance in the first degrrc

The second 1982 a m e n d m e n tJwcruxj
' sexual assault in the first degree* in para­
graph ( 1 ) of subsection (b).

While neither 1982 amendment 
effect to the other, both have been given  
effect in paragraph (b)(1 ), set out above.
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adopt regulations to exempt a child or a class of children from the 
requirements of AS  28.05.095 i f  the commissioner determines that the 
use of a child safety device is impractical because of physical or medical 
conditions of the child.

(b) The commissioner of public safety shall specify alternative  
means of protection for children exempted under th is section. (8 1 ch 
99 SLA  1984)

§ 28 .0 5 .0 97  M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  § 28 .0 5 .0 99

Effective d a te9. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was 
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one approved by the governor on June 8, 1984.

Sec. 28.05.097. C h i ld  sa fe ty  d e v ic e  lo an  p rog ram . [E f fe c t iv e  
J u n e  8,1985.] (a) There is established a child safety device loan pro­
gram in the Department of Public Safety, h ighway .-afety p lanning  
agency.

(b) The director of the h ighway safety p lanning agency shall design 
the child safety device loan program to work in conjunction w ith  
private and federal programs operating in  the state and shall

(1) provide to every hospital and birth ing center in the state, subject 
to the ava ilab i l i ty  of funds, child safety devices for infants and children 
to be loaned to the public at nominal fees;

(2) disseminate materials, printed advertisements, and radio and 
television messages to educate the public about the risks of in ju ry to 
and death of unrestrained infants and children in motor vehicles and  
to explain to the public the provisions of AS 28.05.095.

(c) A  peace officer who stops a driver for an alleged violation of AS
28.05.095 shall inform the driver about the loan program. (§ 1 ch 99 
S LA  1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one approved by the governor on June 8,1984.

Sec. 28.05.098. Sa le  o f  c h i ld  sa fe ty  dev ices .  [E f fe c t iv e  J u n e  8, 
1985.] A  person m ay not sell, offer for sale, or install in any m> ^or 
vehicle a child safety device that does not conform to all applicable 
federal standards for the device on the date of the sale, offering, or 
installation. (§ 1 ch 99 SLA  1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one approved by the governor on June 8,1984.

Sec. 28.05.099. P ena l ty .  [E f fe c t iv e  J u n e  8, 1985.] (a) A  person 
convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(a) or (c) is gu ilty  of anffic&Sar 

1|||§ijiand m ay  be assessed demerit points as determined by regulations 
of the department, notwithstanding the provisions of AS  28.15.231(b).

(b) A  person who violates AS 28.05.095(a) by fa il ing to provide a 
child safety device or seatbelt may provide a peace officer, including a

§ 28.05.096

178 SLA 1978.]

13



§ 28.05.111 A la sk a  S t a t u t e s § 28 .05 .121

v illage safety officer, proof of purchase or acquisition, and installation, 
of an approved child safety device or seatbelt. I f  the proof is provided 
with in  30 days after the issuance of a citation for the 
court shall dismiss the citation and no jo in ts  shall be assesseamnder
(a) of th is section unle;.s the person has

(1) been convicted previously for v io lating that section by failing to 
provide a child safety device or seatbelt;

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device or seatbelt 
and has forfeited the bail required by the citation; or

(3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a prior occasion. 
(§ 1 ch 99 SLA  1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one approved by t?ie governor on June 8, 1984.

A r t ic le  3. Subpoenas ,  N o t ic e s  and  H ear ings .
Section Section
111. Subpoenas; witnesses and documents 131. Opportunity for hearing required
121. Giving of notice 141. Hearings and appeals

C ollateral references. — Necessity 
and sufficiency of notice and hearing

before revocation of driver's license, 10 
ALR2d 833,60 ALR3d 361,60 ALR3d 427.

Sec. 28.05.111. Subpoenas ;  w itn e ss e s  and  docum en ts ,  (a) The 
commissioner and officers and employees of the department designated 
by the commissioner may, for good cause, subpoena witnesses to give 
testimony under oath or to g ive written deposition upon a matter under 
the jurisdiction of the department w ith  respect to this title, and regu­
lations adopted under th is title. A  subpoena issued under this section 
may require the production of re levant books, papers, documents, 
records or other tangible th ings designated in the subpoena.

(b) A  subpoena issued under this section shall be served at least five 
days before the return date, either by personal service made by a peace 
officer or another person who is not less than 18 years of age or by 
registered or certified mail. Return acknowledgment is required to 
prove service by mail. The fees for the attendance and travel of w it ­
nesses are the same as for witnesses appearing before the district court.

(c) A  subpoena issued under th is section may be enforced by the 
district court. (§ 6 ch 178 S LA  1978)

Sec. 28.05.121. G iv in g  o f  no tice . When the department is autho­
rized or required to give notice under th is title or regulations adopted 
under th is title, unless a different method of g iv ing notice is otherwise 
expressly provided, notice shall be given by a qualified person, either 
by personal delivery to the person to be notified or by registered or

14



§ 28 .3 5 .2 50 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 28 .40 .050

to the wearer potentially caused by the helmet. The adoption of these 
regulations shall be under the provisions of the Adm in istrative  Proce­
dure A c t  (AS 44.62).

(b) A  person who has reached the age of majority as defined by AS  
25.20.010 may not be required to wear a he lmet while operating a 
motorcycle i f  the person is the holder of a license which, under regu­
lations adopted under AS 28.15.041, is classified singly as a license to 
operate a motorcycle. (§ 1 ch 230 S LA  1976)

C ollateral references. — 7A Am. Jur.
2d, Automobiles and Highway Traffic,
§ 210.

Sec. 28.35.250. Application o f  law. [Repealed, § 20 ch 241 SLA  
1976.]

Sec. 2S.35.260. [Renumbered as A S  28.40.100.]

Sec. 28.35.270. [Renumbered as A S  28.40.110.]

c ;

Chapter 40. General Provisions.

Section
050. Penalty for violations of law, regu­

lations, and municipal ordinances

Section
100. Definitions for title 
110. Short title

Sec. 28.40.050. P e n a l t y  fo r  v io la t io n s  o f  law ,  regu la t ions , a nd  
m u n ic ip a l  o rd in an ce s ,  (a) I t  is a misdemeanor for a person to violate 
a provision of th is title unless the violation is by th is  title or other law  
declared to be a felony or an infraction.

(b) A  person convicted of a misdemeanor for a violation o f a provision 
of th is tit le for which another penalty is not specifically provided is 
punishable by a fine of not more than $500, or by imprisonment for not 
more than  90 days, or by both. In  addition, the privilege to drive or the 
registration of vehicles may be suspended or revoked.

(c) Unless otherwise specified by law  a person convicted of a viola­
tion of a regulation adopted under th is title, or a municipal ordinance 
regu lat ing vehicles or traffic when the municipal ordinance does not 
correspond to a provision of th is title, is gu ilty  of an fafegtltign, and is

of th is section, is not con­
sidered a cr im inal offense and may not result in imprisonment, nor is 
a fine imposed for the commission of an infraction considered a penal 
or cr im ina l punishment; nor may the commission of a single infraction 
result in  the loss of a driver’s license or privilege to drive in  this state 
except as m ay result from the accumulation of points under AS 
28.15.221 —  28.15.261, or the registration of vehicles; nor does a person 
cited w ith  an infraction have a r ight to tr ia l by ju ry  or to 
court-appointed counsel.
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A/8/87

Original sponsors: Cotton, Ulmer,
Koponen, et al.

IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices

in motor vehicles."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

provided in (c) of this section, a person may not occupy a motor 

vehicle vjhile in operation unless restrained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver may not 

transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the 

driver has provided and properly secured each child as described in 

this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the 

child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the 

standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a 

child safety device L. * infants. If the child is four but not yet 16 

years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety 

device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States 

Department of Transportation or in a safety belt, whichever is appro­

priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment 

delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail 

or newspaper boxes;

Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) Except as

(3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

- 1 - J S H B  1 6 7 ( J u d )
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under AS 28.05.096;

(4) a person required to be restrained by safety belts 

under (a) or (b) of this section if the motor vehicle is not equipped 

with safety belts.

(d) A person may not remove a safety belt from a vehicle solely 

to be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of lav.7, a peace officer 

may not stop or detain a motor vehicle to determine compliance with 

(a) of this section, or issue a citation for a violation of (a) of 

this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop or 

detain the motor vehicle other than for a violation of (a) of this 

section.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(a) The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations to 

exempt a person [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the 

requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the 

use of a [CHILD] safety device is impractical because of physical or

medical conditions of the person or class of persons [CHILD].

* Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A person convicted of a violation

of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] is guilty of an infraction and may be 

fined up to $15 [ASSESSED DEMERIT POINTS AS DETERMINED BY REGULATIONS 

OF THE DEPARTMENT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF AS 28.15.231(b)].

(b) A person convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(b) is 

guilty of a violation and may be assessed demerit points as determined 

by regulations of the department, notwithstanding the provisions of 

AS 28.15.231(b). A person who violates AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.- 

095(a)] by failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt 

[SEATBELT] may provide a peace officer, including a village safety

CSHB 167(Jud) -2-
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officer, proof of purchase or acquisition, and installation, of an
!

approved child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT]. If the proof ! 

is provided v?ithin 30 days after the issuance of a citation for the 

violation [INFRACTION], the court shall dismiss the citation and no 

points shall be assessed under this subsection [(a) OF THIS SECTION] 

unless the person has

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by 

failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT];

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device 

or safety belt [SEATBELT] and has forfeited the bail i*eauired by the 

citation; or

(3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a 

prior occasion.

- 3 - C S H B  1 6 7 ( J u d )
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o

:.dopt regulations to exempt u child or a class of children from the 
requirements of AS  28.05.095 i f  the commissioner determines that the 
use of a child safety device is impractical because of physical or medical 
conditions of the child.

(b) The commissioner of public safety shall specify alternative 
means of protection for ch ildren exempted under th is section. (§ 1 ch 
99 SLA 1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99. 
SLA 198-1, makes this section effective one

year after enactment. Chapter 99 was 
approved by the governor on June 8,198-1.

Sec. 28.05.097. C h i ld  s a fe t y  d e v ic e  lo an  p ro g ram . (E f fe c t iv e  
J u n e  8, 1985.] (a) There is established a child safety device loan pro­
gram in the Department of Public Safety, h ighway safety planning  
agency.

(b) The director of the h ighw ay  safety p lann ing agency shall design 
the child safety device loan program to work in conjunction with  
private and federal programs operating in the state and shall

(1) provide to every hospital and b irth ing center in the state, subject 
to the ava ilab ility  o f funds, child safety devices for infants and children 
to be loaned to the public at nom inal fees;

(2) disseminate materia ls, printed advertisements, and radio and 
television messages to educate the public about the risks of in jury to 
and death of unrestra ined in fants and children in motor vehicles and 
to explain to the public the provisions of AS  28.05.095.

(c) A peace officer who stops a dr iver for an alleged violation of AS
28.05.095 shall inform the dr iver about the loan program. (S 1 ch 99 
SLA  1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, cli. 99. year after enactment. Chapter 99 was 
SLA 198-1, makes this section effective one approved by the governor on June 8,1981.

See. 28.05.098. S a le  o f  c h i ld  sa fe ty  d ev ices .  [E f fe c t iv e  J u n e  8, 
1985.) A person m ay  not sell, offer for sale, or install in any motor 
vehicle a child safety device that does not conform to all applicable 
federal standards for the device on the date of the sale, offering, or 
installation. (§ 1 ch 99 S L A  1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, 
SLA 1981, makes this section effective one

year after enactment. Chapter 99 was 
approved by the governor on June 8.198-1.

Sec. 28.05.099. P e n a l t y .  [E f fe c t iv e  J u n e  8, 19S5.] (a) A  person 
convicted of a violation of AS  28.05.095(a) or (c) is gu ilty  of an infrac­
tion and may be assessed demerit points as determined by regulations 
of the department, no tw ithstand ing  tne provisions of AS 28.15.231(b).

(b) A  person who vio lates AS  2S 05.095(a) by fa i l ing  to provide a 
child safety device or seatbelt m ay provide a peace officer, including a



§ 28,05.111 A l a s k a  St a t u t e s § 28.05 .121

v il la g e  sa fe ty  o ffice r, proof o f p u rchase  or a cqu is it io n , and in s ta lla t io n , 
o f an approved ch ild  sa fe ty  dev ice  or se a tb e lt . I f  the proof is  p rov ided 
w ith in  30 d a y s  a fte r th e  issu an ce  o f a c ita tio n  for the in fra c tio n , the 
court sh a ll d ism is s  th e  c ita tio n  and no po in ts sh a ll be assessed un d e r
(a) o f th is  sec tion  un le s s  the person has

(1) been convicted p re v io u s ly  for v io la t in g  th a t section by fa i l in g  to 
provide a ch ild  sa fe ty  device o r se a tb e lt;

(2) been c ited  for fa i lu re  to p ro v ide  a ch ild  sa fe ty  device or se a tb e lt 
and has fo rfe ited  the b a il re q u ire d  b y  the  c ita tio n ; or

(3) provided the proof re q u ired  by th is  subsection  on a prior occasion. 
(§ 1 ch 99 SLA  1984)

E ffe c t iv e  d n tc s . — Section 3, ch. 5)9, y e a r a fte r  enactm ent. Chapter 5)9 was 
SLA 198-1, m akes th is  section e fie c live  one approved by  the governor on June 8. 198-1.

A r t ic le  3. S u b p o e n a s , N o t ic e s  a n d  H e a r in g s .
S ec tio n  S e c tio n
111. Subpoenas; w itnesses and documents 131. Opportun ity for hearing re qu ired
121. G iv in g  o f no tice 141. H earings and appeals

C o lla te ra l re fe re n c e s . — N ece ss ity  before revocation of driver's licen se , It) 
and su ffic iency o f notice and h ea r in g  ALK2dS33,G0ALR3d3Cl,G0ALR3d-127.

Sec. 28.05.111. S u b p o e n a s ; w i tn e s s e s  a n d  d o cum en ts , (a) The 
com m issioner and o ffice rs and em p loyees o f th e  departm ent de s ign a ted  
by the com m issioner m ay, for good cause , subpoena w itnesses to g ive  
te stim ony un d e r oath or to g ive  w r it te n  deposition upon a m a tte r un d e r 
the ju r is d ic t io n  o f the d ep a rtm en t w ith  respect to th is  t it le , and re g u ­
la tio n s adopted unde r th is  t i t le . A subpoena issued under th is  section  
m ay requ ire  th e  production o f re le v a n t hooks, papers, docum ents, 
records or o th e r ta n g ib le  th in g s  de signa ted  in  the subpoena.

(b) A subpoena issued  unde r th is  section sh a ll be served at lea st five  
da ys before the re tu rn  da te , e ith e r  by persona l se rv ice  made by a peace 
officer or ano th e r person who is  not le ss th an  18 years o f age o r by 
reg is te red  or ce rt if ie d  m a il. R e tu rn  acknow ledgm en t is re q u ire d  to 
prove se rv ice  b y  m a il. The fees fo r th e  a ttendance  and tra ve l o f w it ­
nesses are th e  sam e a s for w itn e sse s appeal in g  before the d is tr ic t cou rt.

(c) A subpoena issued  unde r th is  section m ay be enforced b y  the 
d is tr ic t court. (§ 6 ch 178 SLA 1978)

Sec. 28.05.121. G iv in g  o f  n o t ic e . W hen the departm ent is a u th o ­
rized  or re q u ire d  to g iv e  notice un d e r th is  t i t le  or regu la tion s adopted 
unde r th is  t i t le ,  u n le s s  a d if fe re n t m ethod o f g iv in g  notice is o th e rw ise  
exp ress ly  p rov ided , no tice  s h a ll be g iven  by a q ua lif ie d  person, e ith e r 
by  personal d e liv e ry  to the person to be no tifie d  or by re g is te re d  or

14
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
3 1 9  SEW ARD ST. #8 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 9 9 8 0 1  
9 0 7 -5 8 6 -1 4 0 0

MARC HELLENTHAL POLL - JANUARY 1987 - SEAT BELT USE LAW

DISTRICT 1 - REPRESENTATIVE JOHN SUND 
RESULTS-

QUESTION - ARE YOU FOR OR AGAINST A SAFETY UilLl LA ¥? 
i/8 7  DISTRICT 1 RESULTS
FREQUENCY 19 
FOR 332%
AGAINST 16.8%

SOUTHEAST ALASKA RESULTS
FREQUENCY 223 
FOR '74.0%
AGAINST 25.9%

QUESTION - ARE YOU FOR OR AGAINST A SAFETY BELT LAY
FREQUENCY 1.47°

FOR 65.1%

AGAINST 34.9%

QUESTION - IF ALASKA PASSED A SAFETY BELT USE LAY YOULD YOU SAY 
“HAT YOU ¥QULD ALYAYS YEAR A SAFETY BELT, ¥GUL» YEAR ONE MOST OF 
THE TIME, VQULD SOMETIMES YEAR ONE, YOULD HARDLY EVER YEAR ONE, 
OR YOULD NEVER YEAR ONE?
FREQUENCY 1,473
ALYATS YEAR SAFETY BELT 62.1 %
YEAR SAFETY BELT MOST OF THE TIME 22.6%
SOMETIMES YEAR SAEETY BELT 8.0%
HARDLY EVER YEAR SAFETY BELT 8.3%
NEVER YEAR SAEETY BELT 1.64%

QUESTION - IF ALASKA PASSED A SAFETY BELT USE LAY DO YOU THINK IT
SHOULD B E..................
FREQUENCY 1,475
VERY STRICTLY ENFORCED 39.9%
SOMEYHAT STRICTLY ENFORCED 34.8%
NOT VERY STRICTLY ENFORCED, OR 14.0%
NOT AT ALL ENFORCED 11.0 %
DON’T KNOY .5%

SEATBELT LAWS
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Seat-belt Saw would stem highway carnage
Surprising as it might seem, a recent public opinion 

poll shows 65 percent o f state residents surveyed are in 
favor o f a mandatory seat-belt law . In  the Mat-Su 
Valley, those polled favored a seat-belt law  by  69 
percent.

Legislation proposing such a law is expected to be 
introduced w ith in a week, and w ith such over­
whelm ing support by A laskans, it should be fa ir ly  
painless for legislators to give it speedy passage.

Statistics from states w ith seat-belt laws indicate 
that use o f the restraints climbed dram atica lly once the 
laws were in place. The benefits o f the. increased use 
were also dram atic. T ra ff ic  fa ta lities were chopped 
between 10 and 26 percent, and costs to state govern­
ments caused by auto-accident in juries were also cut 
substantia lly .

E D I T O R I A L L Y  

S P E A K I N G

In  A laska , seat-belt legislation backers say ihe law 
would save between 20 and 50 lives each year, prevent 
700 in ju ries, and save the state $12 m illion  in medical 
and legal expenses and in lost production . I f  enacted, 
fa ilure to wear seat belts would be a secondary o f­
fense, meaning that drivers would be charged only i f  
they were stopped fo r some other offense.

The results o f the recent poll, commissioned by the 
A laska Safety Belt Use Coalition, indicated that even 
A laskans who don’t regu larly use seat belts see their 
value and support a law making them mandatory. The

non-bucklers apparently believe that i f  it was man­
dated by law , they would be more consistent in 
buckling up.

Some people might object to such a law  on the 
grounds it interferes with some o f their personal 
freedom. But as every-new driver learns, driv ing is a 
privilege and not a right. The state stipulates numerous 
duties drivers must perform to maintain that privilege, 
and it is not a c iv il rights issue to impose on more 
requirement.

Twenty-four states have adopted mandatory seat­
belt laws. In  A laska , a measure last year teetered and 
fe ll in the House on a vote o f 20 to 20. This year, now 
that it is clearly the w ill o f the people to institute this 
life-saving measure, legislators should give it the 
enthusiastic support it needs and deserves.



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
3 1 9  SEW ARD ST. #8  
JU N EA U , ALASKA 9 9 8 0 1  
9 0 7 - 5 8 6 - 1 4 0 0

J O E  H A Y E S  &  M I K E  M I L L E R ( J U N E A U )

C O -  C H A I R  A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N  

S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E

2 / 9 / 8 7

THE ALASKa  SAFETY BELT USE COALITION IS PLEASED TO 
ANNOUNCE THAT FORMER SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE JOE HAYES, 
REPUBLICAN AND FORMER REPRESENTATIVE MIKE MILLER, 
DEMOCRAT OF JUNEAU ARE CO -  CHAIRMAN OF THE ALASKA 
SAFETY BELT USE COALITION STEERING COMMITTEE.

THE COALITION WILL BE ANNOUNCING THE ENTIRE STEERING 
COMMI" HE MEMBERSHIP ON 2 / !3 /6 7 .

THE STEERING COMMITTEE WILL CONSIST OF MEMBERS AND 
TECHNICAL ADVISORS INTERESTED IN PASSAGE OF MANDATORY 
SAFETY BELT LEGISLATION FOR ALASKA.

SEATBELT L A W S



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
3 1 9  SEW A RD  ST. # 8  F A c r

JU N E A U . ALASKA 9 9 8 0 1  MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAV
9 0 7 -5 8 6 -1 4 0 0

ASOF FEBRUARY 4. 1986,24 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HAVE ENACTED 
LAWS REQUIRING THE WEARING OF SEAT BELTS. THE LAWS GENERALLY REQUIRE FRONT 
SEAT OCCUPANTS OF MOST MOTOR VEHICLES TO BUCKLE UP. THOUGH THE STATUES VARY IN 
COVERAGE DETAILS. THIS SERIES OF ENACTMENTS OCCURED OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF 
TIME. NO STATE ENACTED SUCH A LAW EARLIER THAT 1984, AND ONLY NEW YORK'S LAW 
TOOK EFFECT PRIOR TO 1985-

DRAMATIC EVIDENCE FROM STATES AND NATIONS THAT HAVE ENACTED A LAW SHOWS 
THAT LIVES ARE BEING SAVED. AMONG THE FIVE STATES WITH THE LONGEST EXPERIENCE 
WITH SAFETY BELT LAWS - ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK AND TEXAS - 
DECREASES IN FATALITIES RANGE FROM 10 - 26 PERCENT STATE POLICE IN 
MICHIGAN RECENTLY REPORTED THE FIRST WEEKEND WITH OUT A TRAFFIC FATALITY IN 
10 YEARS - MORE THAN 500 WEEKENDS.

SEAT BELT USAGE RATES ARE RANGING AS HIGH AS 67% IN CONNECTICUT AND 81% IN 
HAWAII. BEFORE THE LAW TOOK EFFECT IN HAWAII SEAT BELT USAGE WAS 37% AND IN 
CONNECTICUT IT WAS JUST 11.5% OVERALL SEAT BELT USAGE IN CALIFORNIA HAS 
GROWN FROM 18% PRIOR TO THE BELT LAW TO 47% IN JUNE, 1986. DEATHS OF MOTOR 
VEHICLE OCCUPANTS DROPPED 5.1% IN CALIFORNIA COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 
1985 IN CALIFORNIA.

MORE THAN A DECADE HAS PASSED SINCE BELT USE BECAME MANDATORY THROUGHOUT 
AUSTRALIA. BEi.T WEARING IS NOW AROUND 80% OVERALL. AS A RESULT, IT IS 
CONSERVATIVELY ESTIMATED THAT VEHICLE OCCUPANT DEATHS HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY 
20% AND SERIOUS INJURIES BY 30%.

IN CANADA SEAT BELT USAGE RATES BEFORE MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAWS WENT INTO 
EFFECT AVERAGED 21%. IN 1983 . USAGE RATES AVERAGED 61%.

THE MOST RECENT NATION TO ENACT A BELT T<SE LAW WAS GREAT BRITAN WHERE THE 
LAW WENT INTO EFFECT ON 1/31/83-

WITH THE LAW IN EFFECT IN GREAT BRITAN BELT USE JUMPED TO 95% FROM THE 
PREVIOUS 40%, FATALITIES DECLINED BY 23% AND SERIOUS INJURIES BY 26%.

IT IS A CLEAR FACT. SEAT BELT LAWS ARE SAVING LIVES. LAWS IN THE 24 STATES HAVE 
ALREADY BROUGHT ABOUT SEAT BELT USE AMONG MANY WHO DID NOT USE BELTS 
PREVIOUSLY.

ACCORDING TO THE HIGHWAY USERS FEDERATION STUDY 20 LIVES CAN BE SAVED IN 
ALASKA IF A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAW IS ENACTED. AS WELL AS 700 
FEWER INJURIES AND A SAVINGS OF $12 MILLION IN MEDICAL COST 
INSURANCE AND LEGAI EXPENSES , LOST PRODUCTION AND HUMAN CAPITAL 
COSTS,

IN ALASKA IN 1985 C86 STATISTICS NOT YET AVAILABLE) 100 OCCUPANT 
FATALITIES OCCURED WITH ONLY SIX PEOPLE WEARING SEAT BELTS. IT MAKES 
NO SENSE FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA TO PERMIT THE CONTINUED WASTE OF LIVES. MONEY 
AND ENERGY THAT A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAW CAN PREVENT.

S E A T B E L T  L A W ' S



Alaatra i&ate l̂egislature WHILE IN SESSION

From: Al Adams
Representative 
House District 22

Date: February 10,1987

Subj: Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition/Mandatory Seat Belt Law

The other day, I received a copy of a fact sheet from the Alaska Safety Belt 
Use Coalition in support of a mandatory seat belt law in Alaska.

1 am dismayed that this organization continues to devote its considerable 
resources to lobbying for passage of a mandatory— and unenforceable— law 
requiring the use of seat belts. If this organization feels compelled to lobby 
someone, perhaps their attention should be directed to Congress where 
auto industry interests continue to stymie federal efforts to make our 
automobiles safer— through the installation of air bags for example.

I find it ironic that given our current financial difficulties in Alaska and the 
exhortations of the Administration and the Legislature to our fellow 
Alaskans to become more self-reliant, we then argue that we cannot allow 
people to take responsibility for their own actions regarding <he use of seat 
belts. Public education— yes! Unnecessary and unenforcabie government 
laws and regulations— no!

Attached for your information is a copy of a letter I have been sending to 
constituents and other interested parties on this subject.

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

A l  A d a m s

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3706

Chairm an 
Comm ittee on rira n ce

O U T OF SESSION 
P.O. Box 333 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3320

Official Business
1024 W. 6th 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 274-0615

M E M O R A N D U M

To: All Members
Alaska House of Representatives 
Alaska Senate

I look forward to discussing this matter with you at your convenience.



A l a s k a  # t a t e  f o g t H l a t u r e WHILE IN SESSION 
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3706

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

A l  A d a m s
O U T OF SESSION 

P.O. Box 333 
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 

(907) 442-3320

Chairm an 
Comm ittee on Finance

Official Business

February 4 ,1987
1024 W. 6th 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 274-0615

Dear.

Thank you for the public opinion message regard'ng the proposed 
mandatory seat belt lav.

I could not agree with you more that it is important that adults buckle-up 
both for their own safety and as a role model for our children. I do not 
believe, however, that the passage of a law— which even the most ardent 
supporters of the measure admit is largely unenforceable—  sends the right 
message to our children. What is needed is simply that individuals take 
responsibility for their own actions.

Therefore, while I support continued efforts at public education in this 
area, I must remain opposed to passage of this legislation.

Again, thank you for your message. If I can be of any further assistance at 
this t He, please don't hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

Al Adams 
Chairman
House Finance Committee
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319 SEWARD ST. #8 M A D  i A  \Q t f7
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R- RESOLUTION 
L - LETTER

ALASKA NURSES ASSOCIATION- R
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY ENGINEERS/AK. CHAPTER-R
PHTirir F PHFF^F TNP -  D
MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING/ JUNEAU CHAPTER-R
ALASKA TREATMENT CENTER-R
ALASKA REVIEW BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM-R
ALASKA ADVISORY BOARD ON DRUG ABUSE-R
HUMANA HOSPITAL/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE-L
NORTH STAR COUNCIL ON AGING-R
ALASKA DENTAL SOCIETY-R
ALASKA COUNCIL ON PREVENTION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG - 
ABUSE-R
ALASKA STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION-L 
ALASKA LUNG ASSOCIATION-R 
BLUE CROSS OF WASHINGTON AND ALASKA-L 
ARCO ALASKA-L
JUNEAU RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCiATION-R 
ALASKA HEALTH EDUCATION CONSORTIUM-R 
HIGHWAY USERS FEDERATION OF ALASKA-R 
ALASKA STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AUXILIARY-R 
STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON EMERGENCY MEDICAL - 
SERVICES-R
DIRECTORS: FEDERAL SAFETY & HEALTH - srAyRPrT. AWs
COUNCIL/SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA-R
HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA-R ■  ™  ,
SOURDOUGH ADVENTURES-R V sXWtTvhs
MORRISON - KNUDSEN CO-R 
ALASKA ACADEMY OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS-R



ALASKA SAFETY
3 1 P REWARD ST. #8  
JCSSEACJ, ALASKA 9 9 8 0 1  
f /J 7 -5 8 6 -1 4 0 0

3 /6 /5 7  - THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION ENDORSES HB 
167, REQUIRING SAFETY BELT USE IN PASSENGER VEHICLES. HB 
167 WAS INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE SAM COTTEN AND HAS 
11 CO-SPONSORS REPRESENTING DEMOCRAT AND REPUBLICAN 
LEGISLATORS.

3 /1 0 /6 7  - IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS THE COALITION HAS 
COLLECTED OVER 2,500 SIGNATURES IN SUPPORT OF A 
MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAW IN ALASKA. THE SIGNATURES WERE 
GATHERED AT THE FUR RENDEZVOUS BOOTH EXHIBIT 
FAIR/ANCHORAGE, THE SOLDOTNA/PENINSULA CENTER MALL 
FAIR, THE WORLD OF WHEELS CAR SHOW/ANCHORAGE, AND THE 
IDITAROD DAYS FAIR/WASILLA.

3 /67  - MICHIGAN TRAFFIC FATALITY RATE DROPPED DURING 
1966. MICHIGAN'S TRAFFIC FATALITY RATE RELATIVE TO THE 
NUMBERS OF MILEAGE DRIVEN WAS THE LOWEST IN HISTORY 
DURING 1966, ACCORDING TO THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE WHO 
CREDITED THE STATE'S SAFETY BELT USE LAW.

SAFETY BELT USE LAW NOTES -

* BELT USE LAWS MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO BUCKLE UP WHO 
OTHERWISE WOULD'NT. BELT USE LAWS CAUSE FEWER MOTORISTS 
TO KILL OR INJURE OTHERS. BELT USE LAWS RESULT IN BELT USE 
HABITS THAT CAN PREVENT DRIVER LOSS OF CONTROL BY HOLDING 
THE-DRIVER IN PLACE BEHIND THE WHEEL.

* OTHER SIMILAR TRAFFIC SAFETY LAWS PROTECT MOTORISTS 
AND OTHERS, SUCH AS SPEED LIMITS, DRINKING AND DRIVING AND 
DRIVER LICENSING. SAFETY BELT USE LAWS ARE CONSISTENT 
WITH THESE AND OTHER LAWS.
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A SAFETY BELT USE LAW IN ALASKA : THE TRUTHS VS. THE MYTHS

A SEAT BELT LAV IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL -  ON MONDAY ,  EEBRUARY 23 , 1987 
THE U.S. SUPREME COURT UPHELD THE ILLINOIS BELT USE LA V . IN EEEECT, 
THE HIGH COURT HAS TOLD THE STATE COURTS AND LEGISLATURES THAT IT 
EIHDS NO CONSTITUTIONAL BARRIER TO SAEETY BELT USE LAVS.

A SEAT BELT LAV V ILL COST THE STATE MONEY TO IMPLEMENT -  THE EACT IS 
IS THAT A LAV V ILL COST ZERO TO IMPLEMENT. THE ALASKA SAEETY BELT 
USE COALITION, A NON -  PROEIT SAEETY ORGANIZATION, PAYS EOR A ONE 
YEAR EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO ACCOMPANY THE NEV LA V . THE 
CAMPAIGN CONSIST OE T.V., RADIO, NEVSPAPER, AND DIRECT M AIL PSA’S AS 
VELL AS PRESENTATIONS TO COMMUNITY’S, SCHOOLS, AND INTERESTED 
ORGANIZATIONS AND CLUBS.

SEAT BELT LAVS DON’T YORK - 2 5  STATES AND THE DISTBICT OF COLUMBIA 
HAVE PASSED SEAT BELT USE LAVS. IN THE STATES VITH THE LONGEST 
EIPEBIEHCE VI7H SEAT BELT LAVS, FACTS SHOV TMAT SEAT BELT USAGE IS UP 
AND THAT DEATHS AND SEBIOUS INJURIES ABE DC VN. THE STATES VITH THE 
LONGEST EXPERIENCE VITH SAFETY BELT USE LAVS -  ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, 
MISSOURI, NEV JERSEY, NEV YORK, NORTH CAROLINA AND TEXAS SHOV 
DECREASES IN FATALITIES RANGE FROM 1 0 - 2 6  PERCENT. IN OHIO SAFETY BELT 
USE BEACHED NEARLY 50 PERCENT IN SEPTEMBER, 1986, TRIPLE THE AMOUNT OF 
OHIO MOTORISTS VHO BUCKLED UP BEFORE THE LAV VENT INTO EFFECT. IN NEV 
MEXICO A 20 PERCENT REDUCTION IN TRAFFIC DEATHS HAS OCCURED SINCE THE 
LAV VAS IMPLEMENTED. IN IOVA SAFETY BELT USAGE HAS RISEN TO 46 PERCENT 
FROM 27 PERCEHT BEFORE THE LAV. IN LOUISIANA THERE HAS BEEN A SAVING OF 
ALMOST 100 LIVES COMPARED TO THE 1985 FIGURES. HAVAII - THE NUMBER OF 
TRAFFIC RELATED DEATHS HAS DECREASED 56 PERCENT SINCE THE LAV BECAME 
EFFECTIVE IN DECEMBER, 1985.

ALASKANS ARE NOT SUPPORTIVE OE* A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAV -  THE 
EACT IS IS THAT OVER 65 PERCENT OE ALASKANS SUPPORT A MANDATORY 
SEAT BELT LA V . STRONG APPROVAL CAME EROM INDEPENDENTS (64 .6  % IN 
EAVOR), DEMOCRATS (72.9  % IN EAVOR), AND REPUBLICANS (59 .3  % IN 
EAVOR). 84.7 PERCENT OE THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS SAID THEY VOULD 
VEAR THEIR SEAT BELTS IE AH ALASKAN MANDATORY SEAT BELT LA V  VERE 
PASSED. OVER 30 ORGANIZATIONS AND OVER 7,000 ALASKANS HAVE SIGNED 
PETITIONS IN EAVOR OE A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAV IN ALASKA.

A MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAV IS UNENFORCEABLE -  BELT USE LAVS 
ARE SELF ENFORCEABLE. THE HELLENTHAL SURVEY IN JANUARY SHOVED 
THAT 84.7 PERCENT OE ALASKANS VOULD OBEY THE LAV ONCE IT PASSED.
THE STATES THAT HAVE PASSED BELT USE LAVS IN EEEECT HAVE 
COMPLIANCE RATES AVERAGING AT ABOUT 50 PERCENT V ITH  STATES LIKE 
H A V A II AT 81 PERCENT, TEXAS AT 66 PERCENT, MICHIGAN AT 55 PERCENi’, 
LOUISIANA AT 55 PERCENT AND THE LIST GOES ON. BELT USE LAVS SERVE AS 
AN INCENTIVE TO THOSE VHO OTHER V ISE VOTJLDN’T BUCKLE UP ONCE THE 
HABIT OE BUCKLING UP OCCURS IT RARELY DIHINSHES .

SEATBELT LA W S
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USING SEAT BELTS IS AM INDIVIDUAL RIGHT -  FOR THE ARGUMENT OF 
PERSONAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS TO HAVE VALIDITY, THOSE VHO CHOOSE 
NOT TO USE SEAT BELTS MUST SHOV THAT ONLY THE INDIVIDUAL IS 
AFFECTED TO DO THAT THE INJURY OR DEATH VOULD HAVE TO OCCUR IN THE 
PERSON’S GARAGE; THE VICTIM VOULD HAVE TO DISAPPEAR INTO A BLACK 
HOLE V ITH  NO ONE VONDERING VHERE THE PERSON VENT. THAT IS 
CERTAINLY NOT VHAT HAPPENS VHEN AN UNRESTRAINED PERSON GETS 
HURT OR KILLED IN A TRAEFIC ACCIDENT. VE ALL SUPPORT STOP SIGNS, 
HEAD LIGHTS AND YIELDING THE RIGHT OF VAY TO PEDESTRIANS. NO ONE IS 
SUGGESTING THAT THESE REGUALTIONS ARE A FIRST STEP TO A GOVERNMENT 
STATE. NEITHER ARE SEAT BELT LAVS.

SAFETY BELT EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS ARE MORE EFFECTIVE THAN SEAT 
BELT LAVS -  FOR THE PAST 25 YEARS, CAMPAIGNS UTILIZING THE MOST 
SOPHISTICATED EDUCATIONAL AND COMMUNICATION METHODS HAVE FAILED 
TO HAVE ANY LASTING IMPACT BEYOND THE CAMPAIGN. THE AMOUNT OF 
MONEY SPENT IS GREAT AND THE RESIDUAL IMPACT SLIGHT. THE 25 STATES 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA THAT HAVE PASSED MANDATORY SEAT BELT 
USE LAVS HAVE BEEN ASSISTED BY COALITIONS SUCH AS OURS VITH 
FUNDING FOR EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS TO ACCOMPANY PASSAGE OF THE 
LA V . SAEETY BELT USE LAVS AND AN AGGRESIVE EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
MUST BE COMBINED TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM USE. EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS 
ARE ONLY PART OF VHAT IS NEEDED TO GET THE JOB DONE. A LAV IS THE 
OTHER PART.

A SEAT BELT LAV V IL L  TAKE THE POLICE A VAY EROM OTHER IMPORTANT 
DUTIES -  THE OPPOSITE IS TRUE. A TRAFFIC FATALITY OR INJURY DUE TO 
NON USE OF SEAT BELTS MEANS THAT THE POLICE MUST OCCUPY H IS TIME 
V ITH  THIS ACCIDENT INSTEAD OF PREVENTING OR INVESTIGATING OTHER 
CRIMES. BASICALLY A SAFETY BELT USE LAV V IL L  ^LLOV OFFICERS TO 
HAVE MORE TIME TO CONCENTRATE ON OTHER TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 
PROGRAMS.

3̂ 9 seSw ;1 Ss t F» 8 T Y  BELT USE COALITION
JU N EA U , ALASKA 9 9 8 0 1  
9 0 7 -5 8 6 -1 4 0 0
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i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  l a w

• Ju lia  Carlton, Cindy Hauver, and Shan­
non Sexton have been named Juneau- 
Douglas High School coordinators o f the 
A laska Safety Belt Use Coalition.

The coalition is backing a mandatory 
seat belt law  in A laska.

Ju lia , Cindy and Shannon w ill be active 
in promoting passage o f the law , as well as 
in discussing why seat belts are important 
safety de vices in an automobile.

Ju lia  is  art editor for the yearbook, a 
member o f D istributive Education Clubs 
of America and active in the A laska Close- 
up Program. Shannon also is active in the 
A laska Close-up Program . Cindy also par­

ticipates in yearbook production and the 
close-up program.

The Juneau-Douglas High School coor­
dinators believe that a mandatopi seat 
belt law  In A laska w ill save lives, in juries 
and money.

“There are now 25 states and D.C. with 
seat belt use laws. The states with the 
longest experience w ith safety belt use 
law s - Illino is , Michigan, Texas, New 
Jersey, New York and North Carolina - 
have experienced the number of fata lities 
going down by 10 to 26 percent," they said 
in a prepared statement.

In 1985, the la s t  year of availab le auto­

mobile accident s ta tis tics , 100 Alaskans 
were k illed  on our streets and highways; 
94 of them didn ’t wear seat belts.

F rank  B ickford, executive director of 
the A laska Safety Belt Use Coalition, said: 
“The coalition is excited to have Ju lia , 
Shannon and Cindy serving as coordina­
tors a t their high school. Their enthusiasm 
and experience in school ac tiv itie s w ill be 
a re a l asset in securing passage of a man­
datory seat be lt law  in A laska th is year.” •

The JDHS coordinators collected in 
ju s t one week close to 100 names of stu­
dents who support a mandatory seat belt 
law  in Alaska.
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t o  t h e  E d i t o r

The D a ily  News-Miner welcomes letters to the editor, P.O. Box  710,
. Fa irbahks?A K  99707. E ach  letter m ust carry  the nam e in d  address of 

the writer, which w ill be published. Letters that a re  libelous or in  poor 
taste w ill be rejected. Thank-you letters w ill be published in the 
“A pplause" column. Because o f space lim itations, the fo llow ing ru le s 
genera lly  apply: A letter m ay not be longer than  350 words. Copies of 
letters from one person to another w ill not be published. No one m ay  
publish more than one letter per month. P o lit ica l endorsement letters 
from outside our readersh ip area w ill not be published. The D a ily  
News-Miner re serves the '.ight to edit or re ject any  le tter submitted.

Seat belt law TfPfJn
March 5,1987 

P.O. Box 72928 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

To the editor:
Requiring seat belts to be worn is 

no more a threat to our civil liber­
ties than requiring m otorists to 
obey stop signs and traffic lights. 
Seat belts, as well as stop signs and 
traffic lights, have proven to be im­
portant factors in reducing deaths 
and injuries in traffic accidents.

In addition to the safety factor, 
seat belt laws are cost effective. 
Studies show that for every dollar 
invested in safety belt use, the state 
saves $37.50. Safety belts can re­
duce traffic fatalities, which are 
eight times as expensive to investi­
gate as non-injury accidents. Offic­
ers would have more time to con­
centrate on other traffic enforce­
ment programs.

Safety belt use can reduce the 
chances of deaths and serious in­
juries in automobile accidents by 50 
percent. It can also lessen the bur­
den shared by families, loved ones, 
taxpayers and employers after a 
needless death or injury caused by 
an accident on our roads and high­
ways. And, experience has shown 
th a t high belt use can only be 
attained in states with safety belt 
laws.

A safety belt use law in Alaska 
will cause people to buckle up who 
otherwise would not.

Sincerely,
Ron Miller
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Letters

3 - a 3 - s i
Why you should 
favor seat belt law

D ea r M r. E d ito r : _•
I am respond ing to a le tte r re ­

g a rd ing seat be lt requ irem en ts . The 
au tho r was appa ren tly g iven some 
w rong in fo rm a tio n in regards to seat 
be lt requ irem en ts fo r he r kids'.'and 
passengers.

I do believe in requ ired seat belt 
w ea ring fo r everyone. I t  is not going 
to do you r ch ild much good i f  you are 
in a ca r acc iden t and you r ch ild was 
buck led down and lives and you did 
not w ea r a seat be lt and the para ­
m ed ics are p ick in g up body pa rts o ff 
the road .

Be a l it t le  re a lis t ic also. In the 
end, eve rybody pays fo r people who 
don ’ t w ear seat belts -  everybody. 
Say John Doe smashes in to Jane 
Sm ith . Jane Sm ith sues John Doe. 
M r. Insurance Man tu rns around to 
M r. John Q. Pub lic to recoup its loss­
es by cha rg ing h ighe r insurance 
ra tes to a ll pay ing customers.

I am  a sing le paren t o f th ree c h il­
d ren . I w ince w ith pavn eve ry tim e I 
ge l a notice from  m y insurance com ­
pany because i t a lways says m y in ­
surance is going h ighe r because 
some n im rod w ith a s im ila r model 
ca r has too m any accidents, so they 
m us t ra ise m y ra te . I can only 
s tre tch m y budget so fa r before I 
b reak . ,

B u t the one th ing tha t I a lways do 
befo re I s ta r t the ca r is s trap the kids 
in to th e ir seats o r ca r seats, w ill in g ly 
o r unw illin g . M y oldest daugh te r is 
so good about hav ing he r seat be lt 
p u t on th a t when I fo rge t to pu t hers 
o r m ine on she w ill te ll me, “ Mom , 
ou r seat be lts ; i f  we don’ t pu t on our 
seat belts the cops w il l g ive us a tic k ­
e t and take you to ja i l . ”  The fiv e sec­
onds i t  takes to s tra p you r ch ild in to 
its seat could mean the d iffe rence be­
tween a life tim e o f sorrow o r a life ­
tim e o f happiness.

I  d o n 't know where the le tte r w r i t ­
e r got he r in fo rm a tio n about who sits

w h^re and on who o r " th e re  is no 
p rov is ion fo r th a t," bu t she ought to 
tr y  going up to the leg is la tu re and 
ob ta in ing a copy o f the b il l m anda t­
ing c a r seats o r seat belts fo r c h il­
d ren up tb seven yea rs o f age. F ir s t . 
o f a ll, the seat be lt law  does not ap­
p ly to k ids o r people who are r id in g  a 
com m un ity bus o r school bus. I  be­
lie ve th a t i f  you have a five -sea te r 
ca r w ith seven people to squeeze in to 
those seats, you .pu t w ha t you can in ­
to those fiv e seats. You would not be 
penalized fo r the two ch ild ren who 
could no t f i t  in to a seat. I also believe 
th a t i f  you do have a ch ild who is 
handicapped, the re a rc specia l p ro v i­
sions. And, neve r pu t two ch ild ren in ­
side the same seat be lt; th a t does 
more h a rm  than good.

As fo r a c h ild  s itt in g  on his m o th ­
e r ’s lap and being happy o r a ch ild 
buck led in to his seat scream ing and 
c ry in g and m ak ing the d r iv e r ner­
vous and on edge, t r y  to im ag ine a 
ve ry la rge b r ic k w ith severa l hun­
dred pounds o f pressure per sq u a re . 
inch squashing you. T ha t is w ha t i t  
would fee l to a ch ild w ith  h is pa re n t’s 
we igh t c rush ing it . I would tend to le t 
(and in fa c t I do) m y C iiild (re n ) 
scream th e ir l i t t le  b ra in s out a ll they 
wanted. I ’d ra th e r be dea f than have 
them dead because I d idn ’ t p a r tic u ­
la r ly  ca re to lis ten to them scream . I 
rea lize th a t i* is fru s tra t in g a t tim es. 
There a re ti. s th a t I would lik e  to 
super g lue th e ir lip s shu t o r pu t a 
la rge s tr ip  o f duc t tape ove r th e ir 
lip s before we get in to the car. In 
fa c t, i t gets so fru s tra t in g sometim es 
tha t I  jo in  in scream ing w ith them . 
Then they a ll stop and a ll tu rn  
around and look* a t me lik e who is 
th is s trange woman d riv in g th is car? 
Then they e ith e r laugh a t me o r we 
have a fun game to see who can 
scream the loudest.

In  summ ation , I cou ld th in k o f a 
lo t m ore o th e r th ings I would lik e to 
com p la in about and th ings th a t I 
don’ t 'l ik e  besides a seat be lt law . Re­
m em ber, a seat be lt could save you r 
life . I t saved m ine . I went ove r a 160- 
foo t c l i f f w ith  one on, and lived . One 
o the r person d idn ’ t have one on and 
he died. I am ve ry lu cky to be a live 
today and I w an t to con tinue liv in g  to 
see m y ch ild ren g row up happy and 
hea lthy .

P u t th e ir seat be lt on, show them 
you care.

S i n c e r e l y ,
D o r a  L. M i l l e r
J u n e a u
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An Illinois woman who lost her bid to have 
the U.S. Supreme Court strike down her state’s 
safety-belt-use law now says she will wear a 
safety belt.

"I should, I guess, because it is a law and I 
guess it’s going to stay one," said Elizabeth J. 
Kohrig after the Supreme Court refused to hear 
her case.

The Supreme Court dismissed Kohrig's 
challenge Feb. 23 "for want of substantial 
federal question."

Kohrig challenged the law after she 
received a $25 fine for violation of that state’s 
1985 law requiring the use of safety belts. The 
challenge, based on a right to privacy undo- 
due process of law, was rejected in October by

•he Illinois Supreme Court.
Lois Robinson, executive director of the 

Illinois Coalition for Safety Belt Use, said: 
This^decision is going to help safety-belt use 
become a way of life."

The Illinois law isn’t the only one to have 
been challenged in court and upheld. The 
Hawaii safety-belt-use law also, was chal­
lenged, according to Hardy Hutchinson, 
executive director of the Hawaii Coalilionjor 
Safety Belt Use.

TTie Hawaii State Intermediate Court of 
Appeals, in a unanimous decision, rejected a 
challenge by a woman who claimed that the! 
law limited her rights when she was cited for I 
not wearing a safety belt. The court ruled the) 
"enormous social cost of unnecessary death and' 
injury" justifies the seat-belt law.
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POLITICAL AND GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you for or against a 
safety belt law?

Frequency__________ For—   AgaiasL-
STATE HOUSE DISTRICTS:
1 19 83.2% 16.8%
2 12 72.4% 27.6%
7 102 65.7% 34.3%
4 28 68.7% 31.3%
5 19 49.8% 50.2%
6 6 35.7% 64.3%
7 42 52.6% 47.4%
8 109 60.5% 39.5%
9 91 67.3% 32.7%
10 126 70.2% 29.8%
11 88 58.9% 41.1%
12 85 68.6% 31.4%
13 86 59.1% 40.9%
14 96 68.9% 31.1%
15 98 65.1% 34.9%
16 106 69.4% 30.6%
17 19 74.3% 25.7%
18 41 53.0% 47.0%
19 19 73.3% 26.7%
20 69 46.1% 53.9%
21 51 61.8% 38.2%
22 9 65.3% 34.7%
23 8 77.5% 22 5%
24 9 76.9% 23.1%
25 9 100.0%
26 10 68.2% 31.8%
27 116 65.7% 34.3%
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Are you for or against a 
safety belt law? 

Frequency_________________________ Eql______AgaiflsL.

AREAS OF ALASKA:
Southeast 74.0% 26.0%
Sitka 65.7% 34.3%
Cordova-Kenai-S. Anc. 43.3% 51.7%
Anchorage 65.0% 35.0%
MatSu 69.4% 30.6%
Greater Fairbanks 56.8% 43.2%
Rural Alaska 77.7% 22.3%
Kodiak 65.7% 34.3%

TOTAL ROW PERCENT 65.1% 34.9%

STATE WIDE RESULTS
In total, 1473 Alaskan adults were interviewed between January 8th and 
17th, 1987.
Question - Are you for or against a safety belt law?
Response - For : 65.1 %, Against: 34.9%
Question - If Alaska passed a safety belt use law would you say that you 
would always wear a safety belt, would wear one most of the time, would 
sometimes wear one, would hardly ever wear one, or would never wear one? 
Response - Always wear a safety belt: 62.1 % , Wear safety belt most of the 
tim e: 22.6%, Sometimes wear a safety belt: 8.0%, Hardly ever wear a safety 
belt: 3.8%, Never wear a safety belt 3.5%.
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Why you should 
favor seat belt law

D e a r  M r .  E d i t o r :
I am respond ing to a le tte r re ­

ga rd ing seat be lt requ irem en ts . The 
au tho r was appa ren tly g iven some 
w rong in fo rm a tio n in rega rds to seat 
be lt requ irem en ts fo r he r k id s tand 
passengers.

I do believe in requ ired seat be lt 
w ea ring fo r everyone. I t  is not going 
to do you r ch ild much good i f  you are 
in a ca r acc iden t and you r ch ild was 
buck led down and lives and you did 
not w ea r a seat be lt and the pa ra ­
medics a re p ick in g up body parts o f f 
the road .

Be a lit t le  le a iis t ic  also. In the 
end, eve rybody pays fo r people who 
don ’ t w ea r seat belts -  everybody. 
Say John Doe smashes in to Jane 
Sm ith . Jane Sm ith sues John Doe. 
M r. Insurance Man tu rn s around to 
M r. John Q. Pub lic to recoup its loss­
es by cha rg ing h ighe r insurance 
ra tes to a ll pay ing customers.

I am  a sing le paren t o f th ree c h il­
d ren . I  w ince w ith pain eve ry tim e I 
ge l a notice from  m y insurance com ­
pany because i t a lways says m y in ­
surance is going h ighe r because 
some n im ro d w ith a s im ila r model 
c a r has too m any accidents, so they 
m us t ra ise m y ra te . I  can on ly 
s tre tch m y budget so fa r before I 
b reak.

B u t the one th ing th a t I a lways do 
befo re I s ta r t the ca r is s tra p the k ids 
in to th e ir seats o r c a r seats, w illin  ;ly 
o r unw ilbng . M y oldest daughter is 
so good about hav ing he r seat be lt 
p u t on tha t when I fo rge t to put hers 
o r m ine on she w ill te ll me, "M om , 
ou r seat be lts ; i f  we don’ t pu t on ou r 
sea l belts the cops w il l g ive us a tic k ­
e t and take you to ja i l . ”  The five sec­
onds it takes to s trap you r ch ild in to 
its seat could mean the d iffe rence be­
tween a life tim e o f sorrow o r a life ­
tim e o f happiness.

I don ’ t know where the le tte r w r i t ­
e r got he r in fo rm a tio n about who sits

w here and on who o r “ the re is no 
prov is ion fo r th a t , " bu t .she ought to 
tr y  go ing up to the leg is la tu re and 
ob ta in in g a copy o f the b il l m anda t­
in g ca r seats o r seat belts fo r c h il­
d ren up to seven y ’.rs o f age. F irs t 
o f a ll, the sea- be lt \w does not ap­
p ly to k ids o r people who are rid in g a 
com m un ity bus t r  school bus. I be­
lie ve th a t i f  you have a five -sea te r 
c a r w ith seven people io squeeze in to 
those seats, you n u t w ha t you can in ­
to those fiv e seats. You would not be 
pena lized fo r the tw o ch ild ren who 
could no t fit. in to a seat. I also believe 
th a t i f  you do have a ch ild who is 
hand icapped , the re a re special p ro v i­
sions. And, neve r pu t two ch ild ren in ­
s ide the same seat be lt; th a t does 
m ore h a rm  than good.

As fo r a ch ild s itt in g  on his m o th ­
e r ’s lap and being happy o r a ch ild 
buck led in to his sea t scream ing and 
c ry in g and m ak in g the d r iv e r ner­
vous ar.d on edge, t r y  to im ag ine a 
ve ry la rge b r ic k w ith severa l hun­
d red pounds o f pressure pe r square 
inch squashing you . T ha t is w ha t i t  
w ou ld f t e l to a ch ild w ith  h is pa re n t’s 
w e igh t c rush ing it . I wou ld tend to le t 
(ar.d in fa c t I do) m y ch ild (re n ) 
scream th e ir l i t t le  b ra in s out a ll they 
wanted . I ’d ra th e r be dea f than have 
them dead because I  d idn ’ t p a r tic u ­
la r ly  ca re to lis te n to them scream . I 
rea lize th a t i t  is fru s tra t in g  a t tim es. 
The re a re tim es th a t I would lik e to 
super g lue th e ir lip s shu t o r pu t a 
la rge s tr ip  o f duc t tape ove r th e ir 
lip s be fc re we ge t in to the ca r. In 
fa c t, i t gets so fru s tra t in g  sometim es 
th a t I jo in  in sc ream ing w ith them , 
r’hen they a ll stop and a ll tu rn  
around and loo lj a t me .ike who is 
th is s trange woman d iM . ig  th is car? 
Then they e ith e r laugh a t me o r w n 
have a fun gam e to see who 
scream  the loudest.

In  summ ation , I cou ld tb •> 
lo t m ore o th e r th ings I w ouk 
com p la in about and th ings th a t I 
don ’ t 'l ik e  besides a seat be lt law . Re­
m em be r, a seat be lt could save you r 
life . I t saved m ine . I w en t ove r a 160- 
foo t c l i f f w ith one on, and lived . One 
o the r person d idn ’ t have one on and 
he died. I am ve ry lu ck y to be a live 
today and I w an t to con tinue liv in g  to 
see m y ch ild re n g row  up happy and 
hea lthy .

P u t th e ir seat b e lt on, show them 
you care .

S i n c o r e l y ,
D s r a  L. M i l l e r
J u n e a u
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Seat belt law TJJTJTT
March 5,1987 

P.O. Box 72928 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

To the editor:
Requiring seat belts to be worn is 

no more a threat to our civil liber­
ties than requiring motorists to 
obey stop signs and traffic lights. 
Seat belts, as well as step signs and 
traffic lights, have prove: to be im­
portant factors in reducing deaths 
and injuries in traffic accidents.

In addition to the safety factor, 
seat belt laws are cost effective. 
Studies show that for every dollar 
invested in safety belt use, the state 
saves $37.50. Safety belts can re­
duce traffic fatalities, which are 
eight times as expensive to investi­
gate as non-injury accidents. Offic­
ers would have more time to con­
centrate on other traffic enforce­
ment programs.

Safety belt use can reduce the 
chances of deaths and serious in­
juries in automobile accidents by 50 
percent. It can also lessen the bur­
den shared by families, loved ones, 
taxpayers and employers after a 
needless death or injury caused by 
an accident on our roads and high­
ways. And, experience has shown 
th a t high belt use can only be 
attained in states with safety belt 
laws.

A safety belt use law in Alaska 
will cause people to buckle up who 
otherwise would not.

Sincerely,
Ron Miller



F a v o r s  s e a t  _

M S *411 Fourth Ave. 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

To the editor:
I  would like to take issue with two 

recent statements attributed to Ed 
Hoch in the issue of Feb. 6,1987.

1. “Seat belts are dangerous for 
pregnant v'omen.” E jec to r seats 
are s im ila r ly  dangerous for pilots 
of je t fighters, yet no one nowadays 
would refuse to equip a fighter w ith 
such a seat, and condemn the pilot 
to destruction whenever his aero­
plane crashed. The point is that 
seat,belts are designed to prevent 
more serious in ju ry  than m ight re ­
su lt when they are not worn in a car 
crash. Surely, pregnant women are 
more l ik e ly  than non-pregnant 
women to wear a seat belt, i f  they 
have any concern for the well-being 
of their baby.

2. “Seat belts make many obese 
people uncom fortable.” Perhaps 
some obese people are uncomfort­
ab le w earing seat be lts , but the 
m ajority may feel any lack of com­
fort is more than made up for by the 
increased sense of security . Be­
sides, it is possible to buy devices 
called “belt ontenders” from auto 
dealers. These devices provide ex­
tra  webbing, so the seat belt fits 
better.

Having had extensive experience 
in treating people with severe in­
ju r ie s resulting from car wrecks in 
which seat belts were not wore, and 
having seen many people who had 
some in juries, even from the belts 
themselves, but nevertheless who 
escaped serious, in ju ries because 
they wore sea t be lts , I  am con­
vinced that a mandatory seat belt 
law  in A laska would prevent many 
serious in juries.

Unlike M r. Hoch, sometimes I  
am in favor of protecting people in 
spite of themselves, as for example
hi insisting vehicles stop at a red 
light, whether the drive rs like it or 
not. Sometimes, discipline is neces­
sa ry even when we do not feel like 
it. ■

Sincerely,
James G. GoIJogly, M.D. 
Orthopaedic Surgeon



A n c h o r a g e  T im e s  
A n c h o r a g e .  AK

FEB 2 3 1987

P u t  sea t  be l ts  in to  l a w '
.D e a r  E d ito r: ■

Over the past two weeks I have watched s e v e ra l. • 
TV debates, news p rog ram s and read news a rtic le s . 

.concern ing  a m andatory sea t be lt law  in A laska.
I  have I >een am azed a t the fa ilu re  of the oppo­

nents of a sea t be lt law  to rea lize  that one of the 
w ays the s t a t j  of A laska can save money and live s 
i s  through passage o f m andatory seat be lt leg­
is la tion . People who oppose the m andatory seat 
be lt law  don’t expect to be le f t bleeding and broken •• 
a t the scene if  the ir fo lly  leads to d isaster.

They expect to be attended by em ergency medi- 
ca l technologists, transported to modem  hospitals 
and trea ted  in em ergency rooms.

They expect physicians and other m edica l pro­
fessiona ls to completely cu re  them a t no cost so 
they can get back in th e ir ca rs and speed aw ay 

, unencumbered and unrestra ined .
Another point that needs c la rifica tion  is educa- • 

tion. F o r yea rs this s ta te  has been spending money 
on sea t be lt education campaigns. When the cam ­
paigns end sea t be lt usage ra te s fa ll. Education is 
g rea t, but it m ust w ork hand-in-hand w ith a law . 

c . Experience in the 24 sta te s that have a seat be lt 
‘ law  has shown that high be lt use can only be a t­
ta ined w ith the combination of sea t be lt law s and 
.education. A m andatory sea t be lt law  w ill cost 

; nothing to the s ta te ’s trea su ry  and w ill save the 
. sta te  m illin s of do lla rs.

Janet Thornton 
E lm endorf
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SIDEWALK POLL
by Patty Langman

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  f e e l  a b o u t  a  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w ?

C andace  R anney 
Student
Since I never w ear one, it 
would be difficult for me to be 
com fortable with a law  like 
that- although I realize it does 
save lives.

JoAnn^Loughran
H ousew ife
I think it would be a good law. 
There's a law for children 
under the age of 7 to be in a 
carseat or seatbelt, w hy not set 
a good example!

John D u n k e r  
Self-em ployed  W oodw orker
If it could be done w ithout 
greatly increasing enforcement 
costs, I think it could be a good 
public education tool, perhaps a 
necessary one.

B ertie  S e lvey  
Bridge Player
I'm  100% for itl Fastening 
seatbelts is an easy habit to 
form and is well w orth the ef­
fort. Lives and injuries saved by 
seatbelts make the need for this 
law obvious.

C in d y  R u th e r fo rd
Counselor
I feel th a t seatbelts are definite­
ly life-saving devices and should 
be utilized whenever ap ­
propriate. I think the law 
should be implemented!



A way to save lives, money
A la sk a  a t the present tim e is su ffe rin g  from  

a serious budge t c r is is . In  order to deal w ith  
. th e  b u d g e t m ess m any id e a s have  been 
brough t fo rw ard . One issue th a t should be 
considered is  a m andato ry seat b e lt law . I f  
you th in k  about it , a m andato ry seat b e lt law  
w i l l  lessen the economic loss in  A la sk a  from  
auto re la ted  in ju r ie s wh ich is  estim ated to 
cost the sta te  each ye a r some $12 m illio n , 
in c lud ing  lo s t wages, m ed ica l expenses, in su r­
ance costs, and p roperty damage.

I t  is  an unquestionab le  fact th a t A la sk a  
cannot a ffo rd  not to  buck le  up. A  m andatory 
seat b e lt la w  w i l l  no t on ly  save  liv e s  and 
lessen in ju r ie s  bu t i t  w i l l  help save  the sta te  
o f A la sk a  m illio n s o f do lla rs .

— D ebra T urner
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Dec. 1,1986 
542 Fourth Ave. 

Fairbanks, AK 99701
To the editor:
To fasten or not to fasten a seat 

belt is not a matter of personal pri- 
vilege. There is a responsibility to 
the public that is of greater import­
ance. Children le ft without a parent 
can become a ward of the public. 
Hospital treatment inflates cost of 
medical attention and of insurance 
premiums. L iab ility  c la im s affect 
the cost of auto insurance. Auto 
accidents are the b iggest sing le 
cause of lost work tim e and on-the- 
job fa ta lit ie s . Americans lose 45 
million work days a year as a resu lt • 
of car crashes. Highway accidents 
cau se  m ore dea th s than hea rt 
attacks and fa lls combined. On and 
off the job accidents cost $70 billion 
a year.

A fam ily member and passenger 
would not have su rv ived an acci­
den t, not th e ir fa u lt , (and two 
blocks from their office) had they 1 
not been fastened in. The ambu­
lance d rive r said, “We have a fatal-
l t y  here as they approached. 
Another recent accident, in which 
the fa ta li ty  was impaled on the 
steering wheel column, could have 
been less serious if a seat belt had 
been in place.

Today 25 states and the D istric t 
of Columbia have mandatory seat 
belt law s. A laska needs one also. 

Sincerely,
Special Agent 
The Prudential

f'tf ‘ { •/. -jv.!!. :r r: *



S e a t  be»ts  w o u l d  s a v e  l iv e s  - x
Over 45,000 lives are lost each year on o u t 

nation’s highways, and hundreds of thousands 
are seriously injured, some w ith  perm anen t 
disabilities. Motor vehicle accidents are the 
Reading cause of death for persons betw een the 
ages of one and 34 years in  the  U.S.. ■ ’ •

Seat belts alone could save 9,000. to  12,000 
lives each year, thousands of disabling in ju ­
ries, and billions of dollars in  costs.

In 1985 there  were 121 m otor vehicle related  
fatalities statew ide, of w hich 100 w ere occu­
pants. But only six w ere w earing seat belts.- : 

There are th ree  w ays to get people to use a. 
occupant restrain ts: (1) education; (2) m andato­
ry  seat belt laws; and (3) passive restrain ts.

More lives could be saved by a com bination 
of all three strategies. B etter crash protection 
systems include safety  belts combined .with 
a irb a g s ., ,

Twenty-six states plus the D istrict of .Co­
lum bia' have passed m andatory  seat b e lt legis: 
lation. Let's hope A laska is not the last s ta te  
to  recognize th a t a m andatory  seat b e lt law  
m akes sense. A n d  fihally , le t’s s ta r t p u ttin g  
m ore pressure on the autom obile industry) to. 
install passive restra in ts  in a ll new  cars.

* — Mark 9? Johnson
Juneau



b-11. eOeVfN m . m * p e o p l e ' s  r o r u m6 Should Alaska have a mandatory seat belt law?5
• >  . SEAT KITS ARE I  ~ ~ ~

Hoo-UM ol . ’ 
b«ltacauMi . 
hardahlp lof many .

I *m i-.illi l Vr tt. HWm'i) mml<
Mk ■ ■ MtaUcy «— U«i whe m 
wU  IM b iw lw IW* tr1*i*J 

IW ^Ur^M M W M llCM lU .* <■ 
On IM mmirtrf, ium W m  mumUm 

• m  wh'to rw4s U a>»1Htori.*M/wv4t *wa '
M UtlriWU hf IWatoto to in ar — - 

■ w  N • • ■’ «*• -1 ^»V
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Dale Heich, Wasilla: Yes, for 
safety. I ’ve had friends that 
have been in accidents and gone 
through the windshield. That 
wouldn’t have happened if  
they’d had a seatbelt on.

Bob Chamberlain, W asilla: 
Yes. especially for the safety o f  
kids. Child cat* scats should be 
m andatory.

ALASKA CLIPPIN G  
SERVICE

F r o n t i e r s m a n
P a l m e r , A la s k a•'4 N i m

Rick M ehaffey, Wasilla: Yes. 
So m any people die with all the 
drunk drivers around. Seatbelts 
ara especially good for little 
kids—they have a whole life to 
live.

§f* Would you support a mandatory seat belt law?

R o b erta  C u s te r , W asilla: 
Definitely. 1 w on’t let my kids 
ride without buckling up. You 
have a better chance to survive 
an accident if  you wear a 
seatbelt.



/ $ ,  f G

r  i - ' * -  $ >  ^  • * ? • * .  '& &  ,

/ Seat belt non-users hurt all ?#■ -
f | . .

^ J a m e s  D . B e n n e t t  o b je c ts  to  m y  su g g e s tio n  
th a t  p eo p le  w h o  re fu se  to  w e a r  t h e i r  s e a t  b e lts  
w h e n  r id in g  In  a u to m o b ile s  sh o u ld  h a v e  to  
p a y  .h ig h e r ' in su ra n c e  ra te s . H e ' a p p a re n tly  
d o e s -n o t u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  th o s e  w h o  do  n o t 
w e a r  s e a tb e lts  m a k e  e v e ry o n e  e ls e 's  ra te s  go 
u p . A n y  In su ra n c e  a g e n t  ca n  e x p la in  w h y  th is
is  so . ‘

'•' • I t  Is  p a te n t ly  u n f a i r  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  to
.p a y  h ig h e r  r a te s  b e c a u se  M r. B e n n e t t  a n d  j
p e o p le  l ik e  h i m - w i l l ,  n o t  t a k e  th e  .s im p le  -|

• • p re c a u tio n  o f  .b u c k lin g  u p . R e fu s in g  to  w e a r  j
s e a t ,b e l t s ,  /c o n tra ry  to  p o p u la r  b e lie f ,  Is n o t |

• . p r im a r i ly  a  m a t te r  o f  p e rs o n a l cho ice . I t  Is  !
• b la ta n t  i r re s p o n s ib i l i ty  w h ic h  u n ju s t if ia b ly  |

In fr in g e s  o n  th e  r ig h ts  o f  ev e ry o n e  e lse . •-,... /
••■•■• ■— «■ U m ftrs te r  !

I
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Courts have upheld seat belt laws
• Regarding the Feb. 28 le tte r w r itte n  by 
Jc< nes Bennett on seat b e lls , fu rth e .1 elabora­
tion  on the facts in vo lved  in  the I l l in o is  case 
w ou ld  perhaps be bene fic ia l. A  low er court in 
I l l in o is  d id  ru le  the seat b e lt law  unconstitu­
tio na l. .The judge who made th is ru lin g  is  a 
fo rm er state leg is la to r who voted again-' 'he 
seat be lt b i l l  when i t  was passed by ihe 
I l l in o is  leg is la tu re  In 1985. The "decision is 
be ing appealed to the I l l in o is  Supreme Court. 
We expect th is court to reverse the decision of 
the lower court and upho ld the seat b e lt  law .

Other states w ith  sea t b e lt law s have faced 
s im ila r  litiga tion s. In  N ew  York a decision of 
the Supreme Court entered sum m ary ju d g ­
m ent uphold ing the b e lt law . In  December, the 
coun ty court in  Lancaster County, N ebraska, 
upheld Nebraska’s seat b e lt  use law  against a 
s im ila r  challenge. The N ebraska  court specifi­
c a lly  ru led  th a t the seat b e lt  use law :

• Is  a proper exercise o f the s ta te ’s police 
power. * "  . . .  ■>
• Does not deprive any fundam enta l right, 
lib e r ty  or freedom .. !■
. . i  * Is  not vo id  for vagueness.
' • Does not c la ss ify  un reasonab ly o r a rb i­

tra r ily . * v J.
• Does not delegate le g is la t iv e  au tho rity  to 

the federa l government.
• Does not v io la te  any righ ts unde r either 

the Nebraska Constitu tion or the United 
S ta tes Constitution.

— D e n n is  DeW itt 
' S ta tew id e  chairm an

A la sk a  S a fe ty  B e lt  Use Coalition
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•Anchorage Daily News'"-"

Seat belt law required courage ;.
, I t is a welcome breath  of legislative courage 

th a t brings us a m andatory s^at belt law. I t  is 
time that Alaskans realize th a t w hile th is m ay 
be th e -" la s t  ̂ frontier," it is s till a society. 
Everybody’s-'actions, to some extent, . affect 
everybody else ' Is it. fa ir th a t I .shou ld  pay  
higher au to1 insurance'rates because. Others‘up 
here insist upon driving irresponsibly? Is it 
fa ir tha t I should pay higher health  insurance 
rates' to subsidize those who consider it their 
right to notyWear a tse a t belt .and-thereby  
suffer greater injuries . if  .j .they '‘are - in an 
accident? Many, of those who were, recently so 
vocal in their concern about.;th e  -lehking fail 
ta n k e r  might do.ivfell to ask. themselves if 
there is i‘ really ?atiy ' difference,'.-except in.

would 'also like'./tp ' know, wHy insurance } 
policies'are'h'ot w ritten  th a t would void one’s

Buckling up saves. lives
• In response . t d ' a le tte r’ from Jam es D. 

Bennett abou t sea t belt laws, I sure hope the 
gentleman h a s ' good health  insurance if he 
ever should be ‘t r a  car accident. How m any 
people out th e re1 driving have no insurance 
whatsoever? Many can’t  afford it, I  realize, 
b u t who pays for the hospital? We do. Time 
and tim e again many lives and injuries could 
have been saved;;if we had all buckled up. 
How long does in take  to do that?

By the way,.#Mr. Bennett, you’re  lucky you 
live here in the.good old U.S. of A.' In Europe 
you w ill buckle, up. Children are sitting  in the 
backseats strapped in tight. I  have seen people 
driving w ith  little  ones in their lap. How 
m any innocent little  ones get killed in cars 
every year because some people have no 
b & ? i ,  &  . . v f ; • .

7 b.-. -r ■ $ v "  — Marianne Schreiber

j r .  ■ ’ -r- - '  I
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N e w s  M i n e r
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M  2 9 Bflff
.VWe&r seat belts"

' ‘ ‘ : May 20,1986
475 •Halvorson Road 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 
To the Editor:

I am greatly disappointed th a t’ ' 
th e  m a n d a to ry  s e a t  b e lt law  
(CSHB224) failed to pass.

la m a  paramedic andT work on a 
.first response ambulance. Since*' 
19761 have not seen the death of a 
driver or a passenger wearing a 
seat belt. Those that have c ied were 
not wearing seat belts. It is also my 
experience that seat belts have not 
only saved lives but also they save 
occupants from facial disfiguring 
injuries, permanent handicaps and 
long-term hospitalization.

I believe that the legislators who 
voted against’this bill should now 

• . talk to their local ambulance ser-( 
vices and hospital emergency room ‘

. staff before this bill is considered 
again. I was appalled only one of 
our local legislators supported this, 
bill. I applaud Niilo Koponen for his. L 
support;* V

r •;.. Wearing a seat belt' should hot be 
f  a  personal' choice., The;unbelted 
i-.\ driv^r;is;a;h.a^dAfo-others on the-”
',  'road.’ Re’ cannot control his vehicle 
y as; w'ell, ;as‘ a.; b e lted  d r iv e r  in 
I . emergency’situations.’I  kh'ow:this 

fropi a personal experience of roll- 
*: ing a vehicle while belted in. Thus

the unbeltr d driver can cafise acci­
dents tha': could otherw ise be 
avoided. The injuries to the un­
belted driver and passengers cre­
ate costs to police and ambulance 
and m edical serv ices that a re  
otherwise unnecessary. The ex­
pense of supporting a comatose 
auto victim for a perod of years 
usually becomes a financial burden 
of the state and federal govern­
ment.

I suggest that your readersread 
the accident reports in the news­
paper and note the greater incident 
of injury to unbelted victims as 
compared to those that are belted.

Since the child auto seat belt law- 
passed I have seen that the un­
belted,adults in an auto accident 
are the one's injured and, thankful­
ly, the belted children (due to the 
law) escape without injury.

Wear your seat belt. I wouldn’t 
drive across your parking lot with­
out one on.

Donaid A. Callahan
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Three to five seconds

^ o u ld  have saved lives
.

^ P « « r  E d i t o r :  ;
.» There have been numerous le tte rs 
I and a rtic le s la te ly rega rd ing the pros 
and cons o f automotive sca t be lts , 
and the leg is la tu re ge tting in to the 
act a ttem p ting to make i t m anda to ry 
adds fu e l to the fire . A fte r the acc i­

dent June 26th near Spau ld ing Beach 
condo3, I  fee l I  have to sta te m y 
views also.

The 13-year-old g ir l In the rea r 
scat is lu cky to be a live , hav ing been 
fo rtuna te (? ) enough to cannon-ball 
in to the re a r o f the fro n t seat, ra the r 
tha t th rough the fro n t w indsh ie ld as 
usua lly happens. She sustained head 
in ju rie s and numerous bru ises and 
contusions. She Im pacted the seat 
w ith enough force to te a r the seat 
from  its mo 'in t(ngs In the fram e . H er 
mothe r and step-fa ther weren ’t so 
lucky. H er s tep-fa ther s tru c k the 
steering wheel, dash, and w indshie ld 
w ith tremendous fo rce , causing a l­
most instantaneous dea th and mas­
sive in te rn a l and ex te rna l in ju ries . 
H er m othe r, who had ju s t been ap­
pointed to a judgesh ip in  he r home­
town, also im pac ted the dash and 
w indsh ield w ith  equal fo rce causing 
somewhat the same in ju r ie s w ith 
massive in te rn a l b leed ing. A lthough 
they both showed some v ita l signs 
when f ir s t respond ing un its a rr ived , 
the grea t amoun t o f in te rn a l bleeding 
and numerous in ju r ie s resu lted h i 
th e ir deaths. None o f the th ree were 
wearing seat belts.

F o r me, i t ’s no t possib le to de­
scribe the a fte rm a th o f a co llis ion be­
tween a hum an body and the In te rio r 
o f a ca r and w indsh ie ld . I  was there, 
assisting where I  cou ld , do ing what 
was asked o f me, b u t a p a r t o f me 
wasn’ t there . You know , you see It, 
bu t you r m in d  ju s t doesn’ t  accept it . 
I t ’s la te r, when you s it and c ritiq u e 
the response, discuss w h a t was done, 
what cou ld have been done, maybe 
what wasn’ t done, th a t i t  s ta rts to 
s ink in . T ha t young g i r l ’s m o the r and

fa th e r are gone. Forever. The three" 
to five seconds i t takes to la tch most 
automotive seat belts cou ld have 
made a difference.

T ha t accident stretched the bo r­
ough's resources in men and equip­
m en t. As the people were rem oved 
and v ita l signs were ex trem e ly weak 
o r non-existent, EMTs from  Lynn 
Canal, Auke Bay, G lacier, and Ju ­
neau fire  departments a ttem pted to 
fin d and stabilize life signs. The 
young g ir l went o ff to the hospl ta l In 
the f ir s t ambulance. Her m o the r was 
assigned to R-2, G lacie r’s ambu­
lance ; the fa the r to R -l, J u n ta u ’s 
ambulance. I t  takes s ix to etghtj 
tra ined EMTs doing several d iffe re n t 
th ings almost simultaneously in arJ 
a ttem p t to re tu rn life to a person wha 
has no v ita l signs. Plus someone to 
d riv e the ambulance and someone on' 
the rad io re lay ing in fo rm a tion to the 
hosp ita l conr aiming the pa tien t’s con­
d ition . L u c k ily fo r Juneau, the re Is 
an abundance o f people, both paid 
and volunteer, who put In a lo t of| 
lim e and e ffo rt to become EM Ts and 
tra ined rescue personnel. U n fo rtu ­
na te ly . in th is instance I t was to no 
ava il. A person can 't help wondering 
i f  sea t’ belts would have made any 
d iffe rence . Im agine , ju s t th ree to 
fiv e  seconds.

While a ll th is fran tic e ffo r t was 
going on w ith the three casualties, 
the fou rth v ic tim , the lone d r iv e r of| 
the second veh ic le , was le f t in the 
d r iv e r ’s seat o f h is demolished car. 
He had stable v ita l signs, cou ld con­
verse w ith the EMTs and resc ’e per­
sonnel, and was able to assise us in 
rem ov ing h im  from  the ca r. He 
walked to m y pickup, as an ambu-

  A

* ‘ - * ■ b 1JVVM w  AUK - ■   — . —------ -----

[Juries,'- and besides, .thev’d ?il. left 
[with the more seriously injured. My: 

,,VseIf and an EMT transported him to 
:Bartlett Memorial;Hospital,where 

■jhe.walked Into the emergency-room.' 
. He. had been wearing his seat belt,.’ 

;He repeated many tiraes;"BoJr, I ’m 
‘glad I  had vuj seat belt om’Vpiree to' 
i l l  ve." extra seconds and he "walked 
iw a y : . • • •" : . •"*. •
I  J*ttP!tch*r, # ... i . -
in C a p t a i n , A u k * ! 9 « y  ,
^ V o l u p U c r  F i r *  D e p a r t m e n t

.iidshiV
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

DIVISION OF STATE TROOPERS

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR 
R o b e r t  J .  S u n d b e rg  
C om m is s io n e r

5700 E. TUDOR ROAD 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507

M arch  3 , 1986

M r. F r a n k  B i c k f o r d
S t a t e w id e  C o o r d in a to r
A la s k a  S a f e t y  B e l t  U se C o a l i t i o n
319 Sew a rd  S t r e e t ,  #8
J c n e a u , A la s k a  99801

D^-tr M r . B i c k f o r d :

The A la s k a  S t a t e  T ro o p e r s  e n fo r c e m e n t o f  a  m a n d a to ry  s e a t  b e l t  la w  w i l l  be  
t h a t  e n fo r c e m e n t i n c i d e n t a l  to  o t h e r  t r a f f i c  s t o p s  i n  th e  n o rm a l c o u r s e  o f  
p a t r o l  a s  w e l l  a s  in f o rm a t io n  d e v e lo p e d  i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C . .

C o lo n e l M ic h a e l C. K o l iv o s k y  
D i r e c t o r
A la s k a  S t a t e  T ro o p e r s

MCK/ln

c c :  R ep . M. M ik e  M i l l e r



Denise McKinney
Route 2, Box 54-D Vista Drive
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

March 16, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer 
State Affairs  Chair 
Pouch V 
State  Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

The in ten t  of th is  l e t t e r  is to strongly urge the support of 
HB 167. Unfortunately, I w il l  be out of town and unable to 
p a r t ic ip a te  in the teleconference on March 20, 1987.

I have always advocated freedom of choice and the r igh ts  of 
the indiv idual ,  and w il l  continue to do so as long as the 
individual making the decision is the only person affec ted  by 
the outcome. However, in the case of sa fe ty  r e s t r a i n t s ,  the 
decision not to use them by one person has the p o ten t ia l  of 
in juring  or k i l l in g  others ,  as well as costing our s t a t e  a 
fortune in health  care do lla rs .

I would l ike  to think that education of the public alone would 
be s u f f i c ie n t  to encourage the use of s e a tb e l t s ,  but in my 
pos i t ion  as the Education Coordinator of our local h o sp i ta l ,  
and being d i r e c t ly  involved with community education, I know 
i t  is  not.  Working in our emergency room, I have seen f i r s t  
hand the r e su l t s  of not using safety  r e s t r a in t s  mere times 
than I care to remember. I t  is such a t r a g ic ,  unnecessary 
waste.

I t  w il l  take a law. Please help to push th is  l i f e  saving and 
d o l la r  saving b i l l  through this session.

Thank you for your a t ten t ion .



March 11, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer 
S ta te  Affair 's Committee 
Room 102, Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Chairman Ulmer:

I would l ik e  to  comment on HB 167: "An ac t  r e la t in g  to  mandatory
use of safe ty  devices."

F i r s t ,  l e t  me say th a t  I endorse and support HB 167. In 1985, the  
l a s t  year of ava i lab le  automobile accident re p o r ts ,  100 Alaskans 
were k i l l e d  on our s t r e e t s  and highways and only 6 of the 100 were 
wearing sea t  b e l t s .  These s t a t i s t i c s  are t r a g i c ,  but the rea l  
tragedy is ' th a t  many of these deaths could have been prevented had 
these people been wearing theib' s ea t  b e l t s  a t  the time of the ir '  
accident .

Obviously, i f '  everyone would v o lu n ta r i ly  wear, th e i r '  sea t  b e l t s ,  
there  would be no need for a law. Studies have even demonstrated 
t h a t  most people are aware of the l ifesavir .g  value of safe ty  b e l t s  and 
know th a t  they can only be e f fe c t iv e  i f '  they are worn. Yet, many 
people neglect  to wear t h e i r  sea t  and shoulder b e l t s .

Educational/volunteer campaigns promoting sea t  b e l t  use have been 
launched here in' Alaska for years .  The amount of money is ' great 
and the re s idu a l  impact s l ig h t .

Experience in the 25 s t a te s  tha t  have seat  b e l t  laws has shown th a t
high b e l t  use compliance can best  be a t ta ined  with the combination
of sea t  b e l t  laws and education. „

t

In s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e  a f t e r  the mandatory sea t  b e l t  law has passed, 
data shows th a t  compliance i s  much higher than i t  was p r io r  to the 
law. The f ive  s t a t e s  with the longest  experience with safe ty  b e l t  
laws — I l l i n o i s ,  Michigan, New Je rsey ,  New York and Texas -  decreases 
in f a t a l i t i e s  range from 10 to 26 percent.

Box 101821 Anchorage, Alaska 99510 (907) 272-8222



Seat b e l t  laws are saving l iv e s ,  preventing i n j u r i e s ,  and achieving 
savings for s t a te s  in 'medical insurance co s t ,  lega l  expenses, lo s t  
production and human c a p i ta l  cos ts .  The weight of the fac ts  c a l l s  
for a sea t  b e l t  law in' Alaska.
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F r a n  U l m e r  

D i s t r i c t  4 ,  J u n e a u  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r ,

A s  a  f e l l o w  A l a s k a n ,  I  s u p p o r t  y o u  i n  y o u r  e f f o r t s  f o r  a  M a n d a t o r y  S e a t  B e l t  

L a w  i n  A l a s k a  i n  1 9 8 7 .  A s  a  s a f e t y  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  I  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  a  s e a t  b e l t  

l a w  m u s t  b e  p a s s e d .

T w e n t y - f o u r  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  h a v e  a p p r o v e d  s e a t  b e l t  l a w s .  

T h e  s t a t i s t i c s  f r o m  t h e s e  s t a t e s  s h o w  t h a t  c o m p l i a n c e  i s  g o i n g  u p  a n d  d e a t h s  

a n d  i n j u r i e s  a r e  g o i n g  d o w n .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  f a c t o r ,  s e a t  b e l t  l a w s  a r e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e .  S e a t  

b e l t s  c a n  r e d u c e  t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  e i g h t  t i m e s  a s  e x p e n s i v e  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  a s  n o n - i n j u r y  a c c i d e n t s .

A r e c e n t  s t a t e w i d e  p o l l  i n  A l a s k a  s h o w s  t h a t  o v e r  6 5  p e r c e n t  o f  A l a s k a n  

r e s i d e n t s  s u p p o r t  a  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  l a w .  T h e  m e s s a g e  i s  c l e a r  - -  l e t ' s  

s t a r t  s a v i n g  l i v e s ,  r e d u c i n g  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  s a v i n g  t h e  e c o n o m y ' s  m o n e y  b y  a d o p ­

t i n g  a  s e a t  b e l t  u s e  l a w .

I n  c l o s i n g ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d  t h a t  i n  1 5  y e a r s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a u t o  

a c c i d e n t s ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  a  f a t a l  i n d i v i d u a l  u n b u c k l e d  f r o m  t h e  w r e c k .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  " l i f e  s a v i n g  e f f o r t . "

S i n c e r e l y ,

H E R B E R T  E .  E V E R E T T c y  t o :  A l l  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r s



J o e  L. H a y e s

March 11, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer 
S ta te  A ffa irs  Committee 
Room 102, Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Chairman Ulmer:

1 would l ik e  to comment on HB 167: "An act  r e la t in g  to mandatory
use of sa fe ty  devices."

F i r s t ,  l e t  me say th a t  I endorse and support HB 167. In 1985, the 
l a s t  year of ava ilab le  automobile accident re p o r ts ,  100 Alaskans 
were k i l l e d  on our s t r e e t s  and highways and only 6 of the 100 were 
wearing sea t  b e l t s .  These s t a t i s t i c s  are t r a g i c ,  but the re a l  
tragedy is  th a t  many of these deaths could have been prevented had 
these people been wearing th e i r  seat b e l t s  a t  the time of t h e i r  
accident.

Obviously, i f  everyone would v o lu n ta r i ly  wear t h e i r  sea t  b e l t s ,  
there would be no need for a law. Studies have even demonstrated 
th a t  most people are aware of the l i fesav ing  value of safe ty  b e l t s  and 
know th a t  they can only be e f fec t iv e  i f  they are worn. Yet, many 
people neglect  to wear t h e i r  seat and shoulder b e l t s .

Educational/volunteer campaigns promoting sea t  b e l t  use have been 
launched here in Alaska for years .  The amount of money i s  great  
and the res idua l  impact s l ig h t .

Experience in the 25 s ta te s  th a t  have seat  b e l t  laws has shown th a t  
high b e l t  use compliance can best  be a t ta ined  with the combination 
of sea t  b e l t  laws and education.

In s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a te  a f t e r  the mandatory sea t  b e l t  law has passed, 
data shows th a t  compliance i s  much higher than i t  was p r io r  to the 
law. The five s t a te s  with the longest experience with safe ty  b e l t  
laws -  I l l i n o i s ,  Michigan, New Jersey ,  New York and Texas -  decreases 
in f a t a l i t i e s  range from 10 to 26 percent.

Box 101821 • Anchorage . A laska 99510 (907) 272-8222
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Seat b e l t  laws are saving l iv e s ,  preventing in ju r i e s ,  and achieving 
savings for s t a te s  in' medical insurance cos t ,  lega l  expenses, l o s t  
production and human ca p i ta l  cos ts .  The weight of the fac ts  c a l l s  
for a sea t  b e l t  law in Alaska.
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Surprising as it might seem, a recent public opinion 
poll shows 65 percent o f slate resi'l .nts surveyed are in 
favor of a m andatory seat-belt law. In the Mat-Su 
Valley, those polled favored a seat-belt law by 69 
percent.

Legislation proposing such a law is expected to be 
introduced within a week, and with such over­
whelming support by Alaskans, it should be fairly 
painless for legislators to give it speedy passage.

Statistics from slates with seat-belt laws indicate 
that use o f the restraints climbed dramatically once the 
laws were in place. The benefits o f the increased use 
were also dram atic. T raffic fatalities were chopped 
between 10 and 26 percent, and costs to state govern­
ments caused by auto-accident injuries were also cut 
substantially.

E D I T O R I A L L Y  

S P E A K I N G  ________

in  Alaska, seat-belt legislation backers say the law 
would save between 20 and 50 lives each year, prevent 
700 injuries, and save the state $12 million in medical 
and legal expenses and in lost production, i f  enacted, 
failure to  wear seal belts would be a secondary of­
fense, meaning that drivers would be charged only if 
they were stopped for some other offense.

The results of (he recent poll, commissioned by the 
Alaska Safety Bell Use C oalition, indicated (hat even 
Alaskans who do n 't regularly use seat belts see their 
value and support a law making (hem m andatory. The

non-bucklers apparently believe that if it was m an­
dated by law, they would be more consistent in 
buckling up.

Some people might object to  such a law on the 
grounds it interferes with some of their personal 
freedom. But as every new driver learns, driving is a 
privilege and not a right. The state stipulates numerous 
duties drivers must perform to maintain (hat privilege, 
and it is not a civil rights issue to impose on more 
requirement.

Twenty-four states have adopted m andatory seat­
belt laws. In Alaska, a measure last year teetered and 
fell in the House on a vote o f 20 to 20. This year, now 
that it is clearly the will o f  the people to institute this 
life-saving measure, legislators should give it the 
enthusiastic support it needs and  deserves.

Seat-belt law would stem highway carnage



Juneau Emp!re
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Seat be lt law 
com m on sense

I f you were making a list of common-sense ideas 
that are so obvious they shouldn’t require 
legislation, buckling your seat belt would be at 

the top.
It shouldn't require legislation, but according to a 

recent poll, most Alaskans believe' it A statewide 
poll by Marc Hellenthal of Hellenthal & Associates 
shows that a majority of Alaskans favors a mandatory 
seat belt law for our state.

Sixty-five percent of Alaskans said they favored the 
passage of state legislation that would require drivers 
and front-seat passengers of cars to wear their seat 
belts. A total of 1,473
Alaskan adultsiwere l e e i  i c .  Io
interviewed in the poll, l O o U C .  IS a  s e a l
which was conducted b e l t  law . n e e d e d  in
Jan. 8-17.

Support for a seat belt A la s k a ?
law is widespread across --------- --------------------------
the state. In Anchorage, the support was 65.1 percent; 
in Fairbanks, it was 56.8 percent; in Southeast Alaska, 
it was 74 percent; in Kodiak, it was 65.7 percent; in. 
rural Alaska, it was 77.7 percent; and in South 
Anchorage, Valdez and the Matanuska-Susitna Valley, 
the support was 60.6 percent. •

Only Kenai residents were opposed' to a seat belt'law, 
by a slight margin, 49.8 to 50.2 percent.

Few Alaskans have not been in a serious auto 
accident personally or had a friend, co-worker or 
relative involved in one. To say the least, the 
experience is not fun. All too many times, an auto 
accident results in serious injuries that often are 
permanent.

It only seems that if there was a way to reduce the 
severity of injuries suffered in auto accidents -  or 
avoid injuries altogether -  the Alaska Legislature 
should mandate it.

That’s exactly what a seat belt law would do.
Jaywalking is illegal, and so are other acts that can 

be dangerous. How, then, is driving without seat belts 
fastened, which is just as dangerous, different?

It-s not. That’s why a mandatory seat belt law, which 
would cost the state nothing, is needed in Alaska.
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A-8 Tuesday, March 11, 1986. The AnchorageTimes

L i f e s a v e r s

THE DEBATE over the forced to take up the burden 
mandatory use of seat belts, of caring for those who won't
has divided those who view 
them as a life-saving device 
and those who resist any in­
fringement, no matter how 
well-intentioned, on personal 
freedom.

or can't take care of them­
selves. . .

Various statistics have 
been printed in these col­
umns intended to prove the 
value of wearing seat belts.

•Even those who oppose Here’s one more argument: 
the bill pending in the state A three-year-old girl, es-
House don’t deny what re- caped uninjured Memorial

• peated studies have proven Day weekend when the car 
—  that wearing seat belts in which she was riding went
saves lives. out of control and rolled over

A law requiring that chil- on the Sterling Highway, She
' 'dren under the age of seven was securely strapped into

be restrained while riding in her car seat. The girl’s
automobiles was passed in mother, who was driving the-
1984 with little debate. Few car, wasn’t wearing her seat 
would be willing to contest bon. bne was killed, 
any action intended to save j • . • v
the lives’ of little children.’ Y* MOST PEOPLE don’t re- 
Yet adults view the situation sist the idea of wearing seat
differently when it’s applied belts, given sober reflection,
to them. After all, Alaskans are used

.. • to strapping themselves in
•'OPPONENTS argue that .every time they get.on an 
they have the right to take ahplune —  and nobody ar- 
responsibility for their own gues about that, - . .
actions. They are willing to ./ Let’s look at it this way: If 
bear, the possible conse- £ law requiring the use of 
quences of not buckling up. seat belts merely jogs the 
“ I t ’s my life,’’ is their rally- memories of those who 
ingcry. . . simply aren’t In the habit of
: But not all of those rugged buckling up, and gets them 

individualists are killed out- into the habi' of doing so, 
right by their folly. Some arc isn't it a worthwhile exercise 
only maimed. Society is then in good lawmaking?
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Alaska

B u c k le  u p  o r  p a y  p r i c e
I f  you leave your car parked in one spot for too long, 

the worst that happens is that someone else can’t find a 
parking spot —  and you w ill pay a small fine. But i f  you 
drive without a seat belt,.you increase the risk of injury 
or death. . .

Some Alaskans think government goes too far when it 
proposes a small fine for-people who don’t wear their 
seat belts. Fortunately, the Alaska state House put those 
arguments aside and voted 22-16 to require use of seat 
belts in cars that have them. ,

As experience has shown in the 17 states that passed 
similar measures, seat belt laws save lives. Michigan 
reported 14 percent fewer traffic deaths in the seven 
months since its law took effect, with 87 lives saved.

Alaska’s proposed law is hardly a Draconian measure. 
There w ill be no SWAT teams snooping on moving cars; 
officers w ill check compliance as they enforce other 
traffic laws. The fine is only $15, hardly more than a 
parking ticket in Anchorage.

A seat belt law is a reasonable way for the state to 
encourage people to do what’s good for them. And those 
who find the law objectionable can refuse to buckle up 
—  they'll Just have to pay a price for doing so. I f  they’re
S S ,  Tt. -01? y c°st.them 515- H they’re not. it  could cost them their lives.
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%• L IKE  THE winter season, \  list of accomplishments.’*,, 
the legislature down in the .. V^v ' Gov. Booth Gardner saw 
statd r of Washington ■ . has ‘'at least a dozenmajor pieces ; 
come and gone/*'Ahead of r ;p f ^legislation •clear both 
Schedule,yeti • ^ s ® ^ ^ house? —  including one bill,, 
;j Unlike Alaska; where the J; it ’s worth noting here. thaL. 
legislature convened in Jan- l.‘-will make seat belt use
uary and is still, in session .{mandatory in Wflshingtnru
with an adjournment date .:^Onder terms of that leg-' 
scheduled fo r1 May 12, the —  isia tion , drivers ana passen- 
120tli day, the lawmakers at ' ^ gers who fail to buckltTup, 
Olympia convened in- Jari-" ".will - receive • •  warnings? 
uary for a-session limited to \  through the_rest of this year. 
60 days. • • Effective Jan. 1.1987. ticksis

They adjourned last week, will 'be issued bv police., to.
on the 59th day — .'a day those who fail to use their-
ahead of schedule and with seatbelts. ,.vy..y r ...
an envious record o f -  m;. .• 
achievements behind them. ’THE POINT for Alaskans

:.‘fo remember is that other 
h BY ALL ACCOUNTS, the "states,^with; much larger
1986 Washington Legislature populations and many more 
was one of the best in the'"Tissues.to confront, can 
state’s history, •"^^.-.sfe.gy.handle legislative chores -in 
■i Veterans of past; legisla- J h a l f  . the time it takes our 
tive wars ~  and newspapers '.'^lawmakers and do it in good 
that have noted the failures ^fashion.'.V •.;;••• •
of earlier sessions —  e x - S o  could Alaska, if only 
pressed equal astonishment ;fithe professional politicians 
and pleasure. For example, '£who populate the legislature 
the Seattle Times reported, r.would quit thinking they

c n  A n , ,    U n n ~  - i __j
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Time to buckle up v;
. . .  . .. r  .. • ‘"A# ! ■«.’ ‘ ’ V ' .  . »r •

.* On the issue of requiring Alaskans to use their seat 
belts, the state House recently took a drive backwards.;/ 
Fortunately, today it can go forward once again. •;

In March, the House passed a seat, belt law, 22-16. But 
on a reconsideration vote, it sent the bill back fo': 
committee. R.urai legislators opposed the bill, saying it- 
was unnecessary in areas where lower speeds and little  
traffic pose fewer risks. Their concerns are understanda­
ble, and an amendment today will address them.

That still leaves strong opposition from those w ho. 
think government shouldn’t require people to do what’s 
good for them. But' wearing a seat belt is a life and. • 
death matter that does affect one's, fellow citizens. Not 
buckling up leaves society to pick up the pieces — in this 
cast, with more rescue services, greater health care costs 
and higher insurance rates. State government does not 
reach too far when it says buckle up or face a $15 fine.
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A  m a t t e r  o f  l i

' ‘ FOR THE LACK of one 
vote, a bill diedwhich would" 
have made seatbelt, use in 
Alaska mandatory. \  That’s 
too bad. But let’s offer a pre­
diction. in another year— or 
.maybe' two, or even three —  
the Alaska law will be 
changed and motorists will 
be required to buckle up. 
And by then, after more peo- 

• pie have died unnecc'essarily 
on our streets and highways, 
the mandatory nature of'the 

. law will'.be no big' deal;
There’s no denying • that 

. wearing ' seatbelts saves 

. lives, and that’s not the argu- 
. ment used by opponents of 

the bill. • " *
• They see mandating seat­

belt use as. an infringement 
on personal freedom. They 
don’t say that about fasten­
ing seatbelts in an airplane. '

AIRPLANE passengers 
buckle up as a matter of 
course —  even though the 
chances of needing a fas­
tened seatbelt is a hundred 
times more likely in an auto­
mobile than it is in an air- 
plane.

But one foe of this pro­
posed legislation called it a

f e  a n d  d e a t h

case of “ coersive'do-gooder- 
ism.” . ' .

Yet - a '' young Hillside 
woman probably, has •'her 
seatbelt to thank for her life. 
Several weeks ago,, her car 
left- the road after-.she 'fell 
asleep at the wheel. The ve­
hicle smashed through a row 
..of - mailboxes .and became 
airborne before coming to 
rest in a gully 300 feet away. 
She escaped without/serious
injury. .. ' . -. ^

. . • : 
’ • * • • ;

JUST this week,'Anchor-v. 
age police arriving on the .* 
scene of a rollover accident . 
expected to find a body in- . 
side' the .crushed car. .They 
expressed surprise .on find­
ing, that the driver suffered'' 
only minor injuries. He, too, 
was wearing his seatbelt. '•

These two instances' are 
just the . latest to be related 
in. these columns in an effort 
to change the minds o f peo­
ple who resist the. idea of 
taking those 'extra few se­
conds to buckle up;

.The legislature has chosen 
to' leave that decision up to 
thejndividual; Hopefully, re­
sponsible . Alaskans will . 
choose life over death.
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I* # Seat belts save lives
E v e n  t h o u g h  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  u s a g e  f a i l e d  t o  

b e c o m e  l a w  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S a f e t y  B e l t  U s e  

C o a l i t i o n  h a s n ’ t  g i v e n  u p  i t s  e f f o r t s .  T h e  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n  h a s  v o w e d  t o  p r e s s  n e x t  y e a r ’ s  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  

a p p r o v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  g r o u p  h a s  b e g u n  i t s  1 9 1 1 7  p u s h  b y  c i t i n g  a c c i ­

d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  M e m o r i a l  D a y  w e e k e n d  i n  

w h i c h  n e i t h e r  p e r s o n  w h o .  d i e d  i n  h i g h w a y  c r a s h e s  

w o r e  a  s e a t  b e l t .  T h e  f i v < £  p a s s e n g e r s  i n  t h o s e  t w o  

f a t a l  w r e c k s  a l l  w e r e  w e a r i n g  s e a t  b e l t s  a n d  s u r ­

v i v e d .

O t h e r  d a t a  c i t e d  b y  t h e -  c o a l i t i o n  s a y s  2 0  t o  5 0  

l i v e s  c o u l d  b e  s a v e d  a n n u a l l y  i n  A l a s k a  i f  a  m a n d a ­

t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  l a w  w e r e  e n a c t e d ,  7 0 0  f e w e r  p e o p l e  

w o u l d  b e  i n j u r e d ,  a n d  $ 1 2  m i l l i o n  w o u l d  b e  s a v e d  i n  

m e d i c a l  c o s t  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  l e g a l  e x p e n s e s ,  l o s t  p r o ­

d u c t i o n ,  a n d  h u m a n  c a p i t a l  c o s t s .

L a s t  y e a r ,  o f  t h e  1 2 6  p e r s o n s  k i l l e d  i n  t r a f f i c  

a c c i d e n t s  i n  A l a s k a ,  a t  l e a s t  7 9  w e r e  h o t  w e a r i n g  s e a t  

b e l t s .
» *

%

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  f a c t o r ,  t h e  g r o u p  c i t e s  

. . t h e  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s e a t  b e l t s .  S t u d i e s  s h o w  t h a t  

f o r  e v e r y  d o l l a r  i n v e s t e d  i n  s a f e t y  b e l t  u s e ,  t h e  s t a t e  

s a v e s  $ 3 7 . 5 0 .

P u b l i c  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  n e q d  t o  u s e  s e a t  b e l t s  

w o u l d  b e  a  b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  A l a s k a n s .  I t  w o u l d  h e l p  s a v e  

l i v e s ,  a n d  r e d u c e  n e e d l e s s  l n j u r i e s -  a n d - e x p e n s e s .
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Why not save a life?
AS THE mass of evidence 

continues to grow, it be- 
. comes.harder and harder to 
deny that wearing seat belts 
saves lives. Time and time 
again, accident reports tell 
of cases where the occu­
pants of vehicles involved In 
serious accidents emerge 
relatively unscathed be­
cause they were wearing 
their seat belts.

A current TV spot graphic' 
cally Illustrates, with dum­
mies, what happens when an 
unrestrained infant is in­
volved in a collision. Simply 
put, the baby dummy is 
crushed against the. dash­
board by the weight of the 
grown-up dummy. Unfortun­
ately, it’s a situation which 
too often occurs in real life.

RECENT. STUDIES indi­
cate an alarming decline in 
the use of safety devices, 
particularly among the very 
young.

A University of Alaska 
study conducted in Anchor­
age shopping mall parking 
lots found that more than 
half the children observed 
were riding unrestrained in

automobiles. The drivers of 
those vehicles, • most likely 
the children’s parents, were 
breaking the law.

Alaska’s Child Restrain#-. 
Law requires that childreif1 
under the age of • seven b$ 
buckled into a seat belt or 
confined in a  federally ap­
proved safety seat, when rid­
ing in a vehicle. Alaska’s not 
alone in this requirement, as 
most states have similar 
laws on the books.

. • v /

NOR IS Alaska alone in its 
lack of compliance, whici, 
runs about 50 percent nation­
w ide..-,. 1

The Alaska Legislature, in 
its wisdom, decided last ses­
sion to let adults decide for • 
themselves whether or not 
to buckle up. It’s not an op- f 
tion for children. , I

For many Anchorage 
families, this is the season 
for long Sunday drives and 
excursions around the state. 
Those few extra seconds 
needed to properly restrain 
a child may save that child 
from becoming another sad 
statistic. It’s a m atter of life 
and death—and it’s the law. ;
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A laska seatbelt ^
_  . .  : * < a s r ^ V  ^  : . a ^  , l t  —  ’  . .  ..................

la w  is need&d :. •;
•ew people utter so much as a word of 
objection when forced to fasten their seatbelts

  on an airliner, yet when someone mentions
: ‘ the. possibility of a law mandating the same action in a 

car, all sorts of squawks result. ..
Seatbelts are not new. Neither Is the/act that • 

sealtbelts save lives. But whenever a move Is made to 
enact a seatbelt law, Instead of stretching to fasten ;;'' 
those life-savers, a great many- people prefer instead $  
stretch logic to argue against it: '• .

They say seatbelts are uncomfortable. They say they 
• won’t get in an accident. And m ost amazingly, they say *

1 it is a m atter of civil liberties whether they want to 
buckle a seatbelt. ' 1
. Consider this; Some seatbelts are uncomfortable, 

but not as uncomfortable as bouncing your head off a 
dashboard or a windshield in an accident. People say 
they won’t get into an accident, but every day of the 
week, someone in Juneau alone is involved In one. Not; * 
a single one of those accidents is planned M t
t Finally, there’s  the weakest argument of all -  civil 

liberties. When it comes to freedom of speech and 
freedom of religion, the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of.:: 
Rights speak loudly and clearly. But nowhere Is there?*/•:. 
right not to wear seatbelts. In fact", if there wefe su&f'd'1-*" 
right, no doubt someone somewhere would have .. "J., 
challenged incourt airline regulations requiring 
seatbelts. • .V * . •

The plain fact of the matter is that seatbelt use can •’
-  and should -  be mandated by state law. Many states 

. already enacted such a law, and as a result the 4 

. number of people killed each year on their highways 
. has been reduced. . . .  . . . .  * • * . . .

VAnd that’s the whole point of having a seatbelt law: '
,-s ̂ * 1 ?  lives. If It didn’t save lives, no one would care '" ’*'■ 
whether anyone wore seatbelts. If  it didn’t save l iv e s ^ " " ' 

.,probably.np cars.wouId eVen have them; *•' V:-17 '
. i- ’ir • . sa.Ye hves. But the only way they do'that •'

wear them. That’s why a law Is needed’ln • ” • 
•^feP ^hdat^eatbe ltusc. . • '
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Imagine a disease that claims 40,000-50,000 lives ev­
ery year. Another 2 million people are hurt by it annu­
ally, many so seriously they will never return to their 
normal lifestyle. Every man, woman and child has a 33 
percent chance of catching it during his or her lifetime. 
It is the leading cause of death in Americans between 
the ages of 1 and 38, and it accounts for the majority of 
new cases of paraplegia and is the primary cause of ep­
ilepsy.

If this disease were real, you could bet there would 
be telethons, fund-raising drives and massive reseatfS? 
efforts. You could bet that if there were a way to pre­
vent the deaths and injuries through legislation, state 
legislatures and Congress would adopt a law in a min­
ute. t 

This “disease” isn’t the kind caused by bacteria, and 
it isn’t carried in genes. It is caused by simple mis­
takes, errors in judgment, bad weather or other cir­
cumstances. .*'■

This "disease” is serious auto accidents. Though 
there may not be a way to stop them -  except by driv­
ing defensively and keeping your vehicle in good oper­
ating condition -  there is definitely a way to reduce the 
number of deaths and injuries they cause.

I t ’s  c a lle d  a  s e a t  b e lt . I t  has been in s ta lle d  in e ve ry  
new c a r so ld  in  the co un try  s in ce  19G5, y e t on ly  an e s t i­
m a ted  13.8 p e rc e n t o f d r iv e r s  r e g u la r ly  w e a rs  one.

According to the National Highway Safety Adminis­
tration, half of the people who die each year in auto ac­
cidents could have survived if they had worn their seat 
□eats.

' • ,V

Despite that fact of life, people continue to die simpl; 
because they refuse to wear a seat belt.

Ironically, in all 50 states, a mother is required to se 
cure her child in her car, but in Alaska at least, she i 
not required to use her seat belt while she drives tha 
car. That means if she is involved in a serious auto ac 
cident, her child has a far better chance of surviving o 
escaping injury than she does.

Rep. Mike Miller of Juneau is sponsoring a bill in th 
Alaska Legislature aimed at evening those odds. 1 
adopted, his bill would require the driver and front- an' 
back-seat passengers to wear seat belts.

According to a statewide poll conducted for the Alas 
ka Safety Belt Use Coalition by pollster Marc Heller, 
thal, 66 percent of Alaskans support such a law. Slight 
ly more than 79 percent said they would wear their sea 
belts if required by law, and an equal percentage sa id , 
seat belt law should be strictly enforced.

A small number of people have railed against th- 
idea of mandating that Alaskans wear seat belts. The; 
say it is a violation of their rights and that governmen 
h is no business telling them what to do, eveu when i 
comes to personal safety.

When considered in a vacuum, those argument: 
make a certain amount of sense. If a person wants t< 
bang his head against a brick wall and if it hurts no oni 
else, he should allowed to do it. It is simply impossibh 
to legislate against self-inflicted injuries,

When a person doesn’t wear a seat belt and is killec 
or injured in an auto accident, he is hurting far more 
than himself. He is costing himself and his family ir 
lost health, money and companionship. The person 
driving the other car involved in the accident also must 
pay, coping with the memory of hurting or killing an­
other person who wasn’t wearing a seat belt.

To that small number of people who believe in liber­
ty or death, those costs may be worth not having to 
buckle a seat belt.

To the 66 percent of Alaskans who favor a seat belt
law, however, those costs shouldn’t have to be paid at all.



| ® i n e  tragedy __________________       - ....... ............
';-!]‘]H(nirnediate arid lasting for VDRAMATIC EVIDENCE 
P ' ^ ’-the'families and friends of. .vthat buckling u p ' k ^ j  save
a ^ ith e M c tim s /B u t the general ...dives is provided in the ex- 

r'y/Q ^ 0  sadly, Was ;-perience of four states that
 U l . .  J  Alargely untroubled. .•••iSA'v^Hsimposed mandatory seat-

those involved, the re-"-law ’went into effect Jan. 1,

same
py+xfas well have happened in -’percentage is reported in 
C v ^ e o r g ia  dr Alabama,; Michigan since July I, when

• ' • ^ ^ s ^ a ^ ^ i ’fs law went into effect. 
ii'C^^THOSE WHO DIED are .^ I ll in o is  began enforcing its 
r?/7^jelTow -Alaskans. They had' ^aw  on Aug. 1 and now re- 

!'V*t-^|priiething. to. contribute to Sports a 27.9 percent decline 
V£$&qurcity and'our state. Their '̂'ih fatal accidents in August 
l^ i f l iv e s  mattered. They were "-.and September compared to 

loved and cherished. .Be- the same months a year ago. 
£vri?.'qause of them, in whatever -New Jersey, where the law 
? £ 5 lway they individually were "has been in effect for four 
^ r '  part -of ;-;the . community, *T'months, reports a 13 percent 

' Alaska was a better place. ‘sdecline , in ,'fatalities com- 
. .̂Without them, we are all a pared to last year.

■ •'! -little less than we were, California, ■ Connecticut,
"j^Every death brings sor- ^Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, 

•jrow, but sudden death — the Massachusetts, ; ^Missouri,
•. iVj-kind that CQpies at die crash- Nebraska, New -Mexico,
. .^m g'.end of a traffic mishap — ' North Carolina, ' Oklahoma 

perhaps the most wrench- 'and Texas are.  the other 
Lof f l1, .'states with mandatory seat-!

S^lS-r.CouId these 'deaths have Lbelt laws. Isn’t it worth'it to- f* 
fp l', been' prevented? We don’r t d d  Alkska to that list?

know.-But we do know that •«?:-.*,« 3 i  ‘ Jr**
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Favors sea t belts
Feb. 11, i'Jo?

411 Fourth Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701

To the editor:
I  would like to take issue with two 

recent statements attributed to Ed 
Hoch in the issue of Feb. 6, 1987.

1. “Seat belts are dangerous for 
pregnant women.” E jector seats 
are sim ila rly  dangerous for pilots 
of je t fighters, yet no one nowadays 
would refuse to equip a fighter with 
such a seat, and condemn the pilot 
to destruction whenever his aero­
plane crashed. The point is that 
seat belts are designed to prevent 
more serious in ju ry than might re­
su lt when they are not w'om in a car 
crash. Surely, pregnant women are 
more lik e ly  than non-pregnant 
women to wear a seat belt, if they 
have any concern for the well-being 
of their baby.

2. “Seat belts make many ohase 
people uncomfortable.” Perhaps 
some obese people are uncomfort­
able wearing seat be lts , but the 
majority may feel any lack of com­
fort is more than made up for by the 
increased sense of security . Be­
sides, i t  is possible to buy devices 
called “be lt extenders” from auto 
dealers. These devices provide ex­
tra webbing, so the seat belt fits 
better.

Having had extensive experience 
in treating people with severe in­
ju rie s resulting from car wrecks in 
which seat belts were not worn, and 
having seen many people who had 
some in juries, even from the belts 
themselves, but nevertheless who 
escaped serious, in juries because 
they wore sea t be lts, I  am con­
vinced that a mandatory seat belt 
law in Alaska would prevent many 
serious injuries.

Unlike Mr. Hoch, sometimes I 
am in favor of protecting people in 
spite of themselves, as for example
in insisting vehicles stop at a red 
light, whether the drivers like it or 
not. Sometimes, discipline is neces­
sary even when we do not feel like 
it.

Sincerely,
James G. Gollogly, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon



A n c h o r a g e  T im e s  
A n c h o r a g e .  AK

FEB 23 1987

Put seat belts  in to  law
• Dear Editor:

Over the past two weeks I have watched s e v e r a l. 
TV debates, news p rogram s and read news a rtic le s . 

. concerning a mandatory sea t be lt law  in A laska.
I  have been am azed a t the fa ilu re  of the oppo­

nents of a seat be lt law  to rea lize that one of the 
ways the sta te  of A laska can save money and live s 
is  through passage of m andatory seat belt leg­
islation. People who oppose the mandatory seat 
be lt law  don’t expect to be le ft bleeding and broken • 
a t the scene if the ir fo lly  leads to d isaster.

They expect to be attended by emergency medi­
ca l technologists, transported to modem hospitals 
and treated in em ergency rooms.

They expect physicians and other medical pro­
fessionals to completely cu re  them a t no cost so 
they can get back in th e ir ca rs and speed away 
unencumbered and unrestra ined.

Another point that needs c la rifica tion  is educa- • 
tion. Fo r yea rs th is sta te  has been spending money 
on sea t be lt education campaigns. When the cam ­
paigns end sea t be lt usage ra te s fa ll. Education is 
great, but it m ust work hand-in-hand w ith a law .

. Experience in the 24 sta te s that have a seat be lt 
•'law has shown that high be lt use can only be a t­
tained with the combination of seat be lt law s and 
education. A m andatory sea t be lt law  w ill cost 
nothing to the sta te ’s treasu ry and w ill save the 
sta te m illin s of do llars.

Janet Thornton 
E lm endorf
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SIDEWALK POLL
by Patty Langman

Cai dace R anncy 
Si tide,.!
Since I never wear one, it 
would be difficult for me to be 
comfortable with a law like 
that—although I realize it does 
save lives.

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  f e e l  a b o u t  a  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w ?

JoAnn J_ ,oughran
H ousew ife

I think it would be a good law. 
There's a law for children 
under the age of 7 to be in a 
carseat or seatbelt, why not set 
a good examplel

John D u n k c r
S e lf-em p lo ye d  W o o d w o rker

If it could be done without 
greatly increasing enforcement 
costs, I think it could be a good 
public education tool, perhaps a 
necessary one.

Bertie  Se lvey 
B ridge P layer

I’m 100% for ill Fastening 
seatbelts is an easy habit to 
form and Is well worth the ef­
fort. Lives and injuries saved by 
seatbelts make the need for this 
law  obvious.

C in d y  R u th e rfo rd
C ounselor

I feel tha t seatbelts are definite­
ly life-saving devices and should 
be utilized whenever ap ­
propriate. I think the law 
should be implemented!
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A way to save lives, money
A la s k a  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  is s u f f e r in g  f ro m  

a  s e r io u s  b u d g e t  c r is is .  I n  o r d e r  to  d e a l  w i th  
t h e  b u d g e t  m e s s  m a n y  id e a s  h a v e  b e e n  
b r o u g h t  f o r w a rd .  O n e  is s u e  t h a t  s h o u ld  b e  
c o n s id e re d  is  a  m a n d a to r y  s e a t  b e ' t  la w . If  
y o u  th i n k  a b o u t  i t ,  a  m a n d a to r y  s e a t  b e l t  la w  
w i l l  le s s e n  th e  e c o n o m ic  lo s s  in  A la s k a  f ro m  
a u to  r e l a te d  in ju r ie s  w h ic h  is  e s t im a te d  to  
c o s t th e  s t a te  e a c h  y e a r  so m e  $ 1 2  m i l l io n , 
in c lu d in g  lo s t  w a g e s , m e d ic a l  e x p e n s e s , in s u r ­
a n c e  c o s ts , a n d  p r o p e r ty  d a m a g e .

I t  is  a n  u n q u e s t io n a b le  f a c t  t h a t  A la s k a  
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  n o t  to  b u c k le  u p . A  m a n d a to r y  
s e a t  b e l t  la w  w i l l  n o t  o n ly  s a v e  l iv e s  a n d  
le s s e n  in ju r i e s  b u t  i t  w i l l  h e lp  s a v e  th e  s t a te  
o f  A la s k a  m i l l io n s  o f  d o l la r s .

— D ebra  T u r n e r



D ec. 1,1986 
542 F o u r th  A ve.

F a irb a n k s , AK 99701
To th e  e d ito r :

To fa s te n  o r  n o t to fa s te n  a  s e a t 
b e lt is  no t a  m a t te r  of p e rso n a l p r i­
v ilege . T h e re  is  a  re sp o n s ib ility  to 
th e  pub lic  th a t  is  of g r e a te r  im p o rt­
an ce . C h ild ren  le f t w ith o u t a  p a re n t 
c a n  b eco m e  a  w a rd  of th e  pub lic . 
H o sp ita l tr e a tm e n t  in f la te s  co s t of 
m e d ic a l a tte n tio n  a n d  of in su ra n c e  
p re m iu m s . L ia b ility  c la im s  a ffec t 
th e  co s t o f a u to  in s u ra n c e . A uto 
a c c id e n ts  a r e  th e  b ig g e s t  s in g le  
c a u se  of lo s t w o rk  t im e  a n d  on-the- 
jo b  f a ta l i t i e s .  A m e r ic a n s  lo se  45 
m illion  w o rk  d a y s  a  y e a r  a s  a  re s u lt  
of c a r  c ra s h e s . H ig h w ay  a c c id e n ts  
c a u s e  m o r e  d e a t h s  t h a n  h e a r t  
a t ta c k s  a n d  fa lls  co m b in ed . On and  
off th e  job  a c c id e n ts  co s t $70 billion 
a  y e a r .

A fa m ily  m e m b e r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  
w ould no t h a v e  su rv iv e d  a n  a cc i­
d e n t ,  n o t  t h e i ;  f a u l t ,  ( a n d  tw o  
b locks fro m  th e ir  o ffice) h a d  they  
no t b een  fa s te n e d  in . T h e  a m b u ­
la n c e  d r iv e r  sa id , “ W e h a v e  a  fa ta l­

i ty  h e r e ”  a s  th e y  a p p r o a c h e d .  
A n o th e r r e c e n t  a cc id e n t, in  w hich  
th e  f a t a l i ty  w a s  im p a le d  on  th e  
s te e r in g  w h ee l co lu m n , cou ld  h av e  
b een  le s s  s e r io u s  if  a  s e a t  b e lt h ad  
b een  in  p la c e .

T o d ay  25 s ta te s  a n d  th e  D is tr ic t 
of C o lum b ia  h a v e  m a n d a to ry  s e a t 
b e lt law s. A la sk a  n e e d s  one also .

S in ce re ly ,
E v e re t t  W ilde 
S p ec ia l A gent 
T he  P ru d e n tia l

4 2 -

R e q u i r e  s e a t  b e l t s



S e a t  b e l t s  w o u l d  s a v e  l i v e s

O v e r  45,000 l iv e s  a r e  lo s t  e a c h  y e a r  o n  o u r  
n a t i o n ’s h ig h w a y s ,  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  
a r e  s e r io u s ly  in ju r e d ,  s o m e  w i th  p e r m a n e n t  
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  M o to r  v e h ic le  a c c id e n ts  a r e  th e  
R ead in g -cau se  o f  d e a th  f o r  p e r s o n s  b e tw e e n  th e  
ag e s  o f  o n e  a n d  34 y e a r s  in  t h e  U .S ..

S e a t  b e l t s  a lo n e  c o u ld  s a v e  9,000 to  12,000 
l iv e s  e a c h  y e a r ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d i s a b l in g  in ju ­
r ie s ,  a n d  b i l l io n s  o f  d o l l a r s  in  c o s ts .  ..

I n  1985 t h e r e  w e r e  121 m o to r  v e h ic le  r e la t e d  
f a t a l i t i e s  s t a t e w id e ,  o f  w h ic h  100 w e r e  o cc u ­
p a n ts .  B u t  o n ly  s ix  w e r e  w e a r in g  s e a t  belts.- •

T h e re  a r e  t h r e e  w a y s  to  g e t  p e o p le  to  u se*  
o c c u p a n t  r e s t r a in t s :  (1) e d u c a t io n ;  (2) m a n d a to ­
r y  s e a t  b e l t  la w s ;  a n d  (3) p a s s iv e  r e s t r a i n t s .

M o re  l iv e s  c o u ld  b e  s a v e d  b y  a  c o m b in a t io n  
o f  a l l  t h r e e  s t r a te g ie s .  B e t t e r  c r a s h  p r o te c t io n  
s y s te m s  in c lu d e  s a f e ty  b e l t s  c o m b in e d  .w i th  
a i r b a g s .  .

T w e n ty - s ix  s t a t e s  p lu s  t h e  D is t r i c t  o f  .C o­
l u m b ia  h a v e  p a s s e d  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  le g is ­
l a t io n .  L e t ’s h o p e  A l a s k a  is  n o t  th e  l a s t  s t a t e  
to  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  a  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t - l a w  
m a k e s  s e n s e . A n d  f ih a l ly ,  l e t ’s s t a r t  p u t t i n g  
m o re  p r e s s u r e  o n  th e  a u to m o b i le  i n d u s t r y  t o  
i n s t a l l  p a s s iv e  r e s t r a i n t s  in  a l l  n e w  c a rs .

— M a r k  $£ Johnson 
Juneau
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K u b c r ia  C u s le r ,  W a s l lla :  
D efin ite ly . I w o n 't  let m y kids 
r id e  w ith o u t buck ling  u p . Y ou 
h av e  a  b e tte r chance  to  su rv ive  
a n  acc iden t i f  you w ear a 
sea tb e lt.

D ale  I lc lc h , W asllla : Y es, fo r 
sa fe ty . I ’ve h a d  friends th a t 
h av e  been in  acc iden ts  an d  gone 
th ro u g h  th e  w indsh ield . T h a t 
w o u ld n ’t have  h appened  if  
th e y ’d h a d  a  sea tb e lt on .

B ob C h am b erla in , W asllla : 
Yes, especially  fo r th e  sa fe ty  o f  
k ids. C h ild  cat' seats shou ld  b e  
m a n d a to ry .

R ick M ehaffey , W asllla: Yes. 
S o  m an y  people die w ith all the 
d ru n k  d rivers a ro u n d . Seatbelts 
a re  especially  good fo r little 
k id s— th ey  have a  w hole life to  
live.

ei
W o u l d  y o u  s u p p o r t  a  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  l a w ?
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' i * *■■■ , r  * *  • t . *  * * •Seat belt non-users hurt all f?  • -
^ J s lm e j D . B e n n e t t  o b je c ts  to  m y  su g g e s tio n  

t h a t  p e o p le  w h o  re fu s e  to  w e a r  t h e i r  s e a t  b e l t s  
w h e n  r id in g  in  a u to m o b ile s  s h o u ld  h a v e  to  
p a y  h ig h e r *  in s u ra n c e  r a te s .  H e ' a p p a r e n t ly  
d o e sv n o t u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  th o s e  w h o  d o  n o t 
w e a r  s e a tb e l t s  m a k e  e v e ry o n e  e ls e 's  r a te s  go 
u p .  A n y  In s u ra n c e  a g e n t  c a n  e x p la in  w h y  th is  
I s  so . "• .«
>•' I t  Is  p a t e n t l y  u n f a i r  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  to  
.p a y  h ig h e r  r a t e s  b e c a u se  M r. B e n n e t t  a n d  
p e o p le  l i k e  h i m - w i l l . n o t  t a k e  th e  .s im p le  
p r e c a u t io n  o f  b u c k lin g  u p . R e fu s in g  to  w e a r  
s e a t .b e l t s , / c o n t r a r y  to  p o p u la r  b e l ie f ,  Is .n o t 

. p r i m a r i ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  p e r s o n a l  ch o ic e . I t  Is  
b la t a n t  i r r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  w h ic h  u n ju s t i f ia b ly  
in f r in g e s  o n  th e  r i g h ts  o f  e v e ry o n e  e ls e .

  ■* '* R r« w s(e r

3 - ^ 0 -  / t U u / ’A ’/ z y / u l u s  
Courts have upheld seat belt laws
• R e g a rd in g  th e  F e b .  28 l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  
J a m e s  B e n n e tt  on s e a t  b e l t s ,  f u r th e r  e la b o ra ­
t i o n  o n  th e  fa c ts  In v o lv e d  In  th e  I l l in o is  c ase  
w o u ld  p e r h a p s  b e  b e n e f ic ia l .  A  lo w e r  c o u r t  In 
I l l in o is  d id  ru le  th e  s e a t  b e l t  la w  u n c o n s t i tu ­
t io n a l .  T h e  Ju d g e  w h o  m a d e  th is  ru l in g  Is a 
f o r m e r  s t a te  le g is la to r  w h o  v o te d  a g a in s t  the  
s e a t  b e l t  b i l l  w h en  I t  w a s  p a s s e d  b y  th e  
I l l in o is  le g is la tu re  In  1985. T h e  "decision  Is 
b e in g  a p p e a le d  to  th e  I l l in o is  S u p re m e  C o u rt.
W e e x p e c t th i s  c o u r t to  r e v e r s e  th e  d e c is io n  of 
t h e  lo w e r  c o u r t  a n d  u p h o ld  th e  s e a t  b e l t  la w .

O th e r  s t a te s  w ith  s e a t  b e l t  la w s  h a v e  faced  
s im i la r  l i t ig a t io n s .  In  N ? w  Y o rk  a  d e c is io n  o f 
t h e  S u p re m e  C o u r t e n te r e d  s u m m a ry  Ju d g ­
m e n t  u p h o ld in g  th e  b e l t  la w . In  D e c e m b e r, th e  
c o u n ty  c o u r t  In  L a n c a s te r  C o u n ty , N e b ra s k a ,  
u p h e ld  N e b ra s k a 's  s e a t  b e l t  u se  la w  a g a in s t  a  
s i m i la r  c h a lle n g e . T h e  N e b r a s k a  c o u r t  sp e c if i­
c a l ly  ru le d  t h a t  th e  s e a t  b e l t  u se  la w :

•  I s  a  p r o p e r  e x e rc is e  o f  th e  s t a t e ’s  p o lice  
p o w e r . '  •* * ”  . .  *■
7 :• D oes n o t  d e p r iv e  a n y  f u n d a m e n ta l  r ig h t, 
l i b e r ty  o r  fre e d o m . V- 
..1  •  Is  n o t  v o id  fo r  v a g u e n e s s .

• • D o es  n o t  c la s s ify  u n r e a s o n a b ly  o r  a r b i ­
t r a r i l y .  • - '

• D o es  n o t  d e le g a te  le g i s la t iv e  a u th o r i t y  to  
t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t.

"• D o es  n o t  v io la te  a n y  r ig h ts  u n d e r  e i th e r  
t h e  N e b ra s k a  C o n s t i tu t io n  o r  th e  U n ite d  
S ta t e s  C o n s ti tu t io n .

•• ; —  Dennis DeWItt
-  -

lf\ y ni.'v -1
.- -,i Statewide chairman 

A h s k a  Safety Belt Use Coalition
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A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s ' '"€ ?

V;
S e a t  b e l t  l a w  r e q u i r e d  c o u r a g e

. I t  is  a  w e lc o m e  b r e a th  o f  l e g i s la t iv e  c o u ra g e  
t h a t  b r in g s  u s  a  m a n d a to r y  s e a t  b e l t  la w .  I t  is  
t im e  t h a t  A la s k a n s  r e a l iz e  t h a t  w h i le  th i s  m a y  
b e  t h e - “ l a s t  ’f r o n t i e r , ”  i t  i s  s t i l l  a  s o c ie ty :  
E v e r y b o d y ’s " ac tio n s , to  s o m e  e x t e n t , . a f fe c t  
e v e ry b o d y  else." I s  i t  . f a i r  t h a t  I  sh o .u ld  p a y  
h ig h e r  a u t o 'i n s u r a n c e 'r a t e s  b e c a u s e , b th e r s 'u p  
h e r e  in s i s t  u p o n  d r iv in g  i r r e s p o n s ib ly ?  I s  i t  
f a i r  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  p a y  h ig h e r  h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  
r a te s  to  s u b s id iz e  th o s e  w h o  c o n s id e r  i t  t h e i r  
r i g h t  to  n o ty 'W e a r a  T sea t b e l t . a n d  • t h e r e b y  
s u f f e r  g r e a te r  in ju r ie s  . i f  ./.th ey  "a re - in  a n  
ac c id e n t?  M a n y  o f  th o s e  w h o  w e re , r e c e n t ly  so  
v o c a l  in  ‘t h e i r  c o n c e rn  a b o u t . / th e  ‘le a k in g  r a i l  
t a n k e r  m ig h t  d o .iv fe ll  t o  a s k .  th e m s e lv e s  i f  
t h e r e  is  ?: r e a l ly  ‘ a n y ' ‘ d if fe re n c e , '. .• e x c e p t  i n .

iri-I w o u ld  'a ls o  'lik e ..;to  k n o w  w h y  in s u ra n c e  
p o lic ie s  a r e  'n o t ; w r i t t e n  t h a t  w o u ld  v o id  o n e ’s

b e l t ,w a s  n o t  b e in g

B u c k l i n g  u p  s a v e s ,  l i v e s

• I n  r e s p o n s e  . t <>'' a  l e t t e r ’ f ro m  J a m e s  D . 
B e n n e t t  a b o u t  s e a t  b e l t  la w s ,  I  s u r e  h o p e  th e  
g e n t le m a n  h a s  g o o d  h e a l th  in s u r a n c e  i f  h e  
e v e r  s h o u ld  b e  i n ' a. c a r  a c c id e n t .  H o w  m a n y  
p e o p le  o u t  t h e f e : d r iv in g  h a v e  h o  in s u ra n c e  
w h a ts o e v e r?  M a n y  c a n ’t  a f fo rd  i t ,  I  r e a l iz e , 
b u t  w h o  p a y s  f o r  th e  h o s p i ta l?  W e d o . T im e  
a n d  t im e  a g a in  m a n y  l iv e s  a n d  in ju r i e s  c o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  s a v e c £ i f  w e  h a d  a l l  b u c k le d  u p .  
H o w  lo n g  d o es  i n t a k e  to  d o  th a t?

B y  th e  w ay ,.)M r. B e n n e t t ,  y o u ’r e  lu c k y  y o u  
l iv e -h e re  in  th e .g o o d ' o ld  U .S . o f  A .' I n  E u ro p e  
y o u  will b u c k le , u p . C h ild re n  a r e  s i t t i n g  in  th e  
b a c k s e a ts  s t r a p p e d  in  t ig h t .  I  h a v e  s e e n  p e o p le  
d r iv in g  w i th  l i t t l e  o n es  in  t h e i r  l a p .  H o w  
m a n y  in n o c e n t  l i t t l e  o n es  g e t  k i l le d  in  c a r s  

b e c a u s e  so m e  p e o p le  h a v ee v e r y  y e a r

■M
*

n o

— Marianne Schreiber
.■'••■I'.- Wasilla

• i- .-. 4.4 • .
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VWe&r seat belts

M ay  20,1986 
475 ’H a lv o rso n  R o ad  

F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 
T o  th e  E d ito r ;

I  a m  g re a t ly  d isap p o in ted  th a t  
t h e  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  l a w  
(CSHB224) fa ile d  to  p a ss .

I  a m  a  p a ra m e d ic  a n d  I  wo rk  on a 
. f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  a m b u la n c e .  S ince*'

• 19761 h a v e  n o t s e e n  th e  d e a th  of a  
d r iv e r  o r  a  p a s s e n g e r  we a r in g  a  
s e a t  b e lt . T hose  th a t  h a v e  d ied  w e re  
n o tw e a r in g  s e a t  b e lts . I t  it; a lso  m y  
e x p e rie n c e  th a t  s e a t  b e lts  h a v e  no t 
o n ly  s a v e d  liv es  b u t a lso  th ey  sav e  
o c c u p a n ts  fro m  fa c ia l  d isfig u rin g  
in ju r ie s , p e rm a n e n t  h an d ica p s  an d  
lo n g -te rm  h o sp ita liza tio n .

7 b e liev e  th a t  th e  le g is la to rs  who 
v o ted  a g a in s t 'th is  b ill shou ld  now  

. ta lk  to  th e ir  lo ca l a m b u la n c e  s e r - ( 
v ic e s  a n d  h o sp ita l e m e rg e n c y  ro o m  ' 
s ta f f  b e fo re  th is  b ill is  co n sid ered  
a g a in . I  w a s  a p p a lle d  only  one of 
o u r  lo ca l le g is la to rs  su p p o rte d  this- 
b ill. I  ap p la u d  N iilo  K oponen  fo r his_ 

\  s u p p o r t .’ ‘- y  \

W e arin g  a s e a tiS e lt ' sh o u ld  not b e  
a  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e . . T h e  'u n b e lte d  

. d r iv e r .- is ;a .h aza r& tb ’o th e rs  oh th e -  
'r o a d .’R e  c a n n o t co n tro l h is v eh ic le  
a s ^ w .e ll .-a s ' k ; b e l t e d  d r i v e r ' in  

. e m e rg e n c y  s i t u a t io n s . I  know  th is  
fro m  a  p e rso n a l ex p e rie n c e  o f ro ll- 

f  In g  a  v eh ic le  w h ile  b e lted  in: T hus

th e  u n b e lted  d r iv e r  c a n  c a u se  a c c i­
d e n t s  t h a t  c o u ld  o th e rw is e ,  b e  
av o id e d . T h e  in ju r ie s  to  th e  u n ­
b e lted  d r iv e r  an d  p a s s e n g e rs  c r e ­
a te  co sts  to  police a n d  am b u la n c e  
a n d  m e d ic a l  s e r v ic e s  t h a t  a r e  
o th e rw is e  u n n e c e s s a ry .  T h e  e x ­
p e n s e  of s u p p o r t in g  a  c o m a to s e  
au to  v ic tim  fo r  a  p e rio d  of y e a r s  
u su a lly  b eco m es a  f in an c ia l b u rd e n  
of th e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn ­
m en t.

I  su g g es t th a t  y o u r r e a d e r s  j e a d  
th e  a c c id e n t re p o r ts  in  th e  n ew s­
p a p e r  and  n o te  th e  g re a te r  in c id e n t 
of in ju ry  to  u n b e lte d  v ic t im s  a s  
c o m p a red  to  th o se  th a t  a r e  b e lted .

S ince th e  ch ild  au to  s e a t  b e lt  law- 
p a s s e d  I  h a v e  s e e n  th a t  th e  u n ­
b e l te d ,a d u lts  in  an  au to  a c c id e n t 
a r e  th e  ones in ju re d  arid , th a n k fu l­
ly , th e  b e lted  c h ild re n  (d u e  to  th e  
law ) e sc ap e  w ith o u t in ju ry ;

W e ar y o u r  s e a t  b e lt  I  w o u ld n ’t  
d r iv e  a c ro ss  y o u r  p a rk in g  lo t w ith ­
o u t one on. . . . •

D onald  A . C a llah an  . ‘ - I .

»•
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Three to five rcconds

^ould have saved lives 
.%). r 
j^ P a a r  Editor:
a There have been num erous le tte rs  
^  and artic les lately regard ing  the pros 

and cons of autom otive sc a t belts, 
and llic legislature getting  Into the 
ac t a ttem pting to m ake it m andatory  
adds fuel to the fire. A fter the accf-

sjsa

uent June  26th n ear Spaulding Beach 
condos, I  feel I  have to s ta te  m y 
views also.

The 13-year-old g irl In the re a r  
sea t is lucky to be alive, having been 
fortunate (? )  enough to cannon-ball 
Into the r e a r  o f the fron t sea t, ra th er 
that tlirough the front w indshield as 
usually happens. She sustained  head 
Injuries and num erous bruises and 
contusions. She Im pacted the sea t 
with enough force to  te a r  the sea t 
from its  mountings in the fram e. H er 
m other and step-father w eren 't so 
lucky. H er step-father struck  the 
steering wheel, dash, and windsldeld 
with trem endous force, causing a l­
most instantaneous dea th  and m as­
sive in ternal and ex ternal Injuries. 
Her m other, who had ju s t been ap­
pointed to a  Judgeship in h e r home­
town, also im pacted  the dash  and 
windshield w ith equal fo rce causing 
som ewhat the sam e Injuries with 
m assive in ternal bleeding. Although 
they both showed som e v ita l signs 
when first responding units arrived, 
the g rea t am ount o f in te rn a l bleeding 
and num erous Injuries resu lted  In 
their deaths. None o f  the th ree  w ere 
w earing sea t belts.

F o r m e, it 's  not possible to de­
scribe the a fte rm a th  o f a  collision be­
tween a  hum an body and  the Interior 
of a c a r  and windsliield. I  w as there, 
assisting w here I could, doing w hat 
was asked o f  m e, bu t a  p a r t  o f m e 
w asn’t  there. You know, you see It, 
but your m ind  Just doesn’t accep t it. 
I t’s la te r, w hen you s i t and  critique 
the response, discuss w hat w as done, 
w hat could have been done, m aybe 
what w asn’t done, th a t it  s ta r ts  to 
sink in. T hat young g ir l 's  m o ther and

fa th er a re  gone. Forever. T he th ree 
to five seconds it takes to la tch  m ost 
autom otive sea t belts could have 
m ade a  difference.

T hat accident stretched (he b o r­
ough’s resources in m en and  equip­
m ent. As the people were rem oved  
and vital signs w ere extrem ely  weak 
o r non-existent, EMTs from  Lynn 
Canal, Auke Bay, G lacier, and  J u ­
neau fire departm ents a ttem pted  to 
find and stabilize life signs. The 
young girl w ent off to the hosp ita l in 
the firs t am bulance. H er m other w as 
assigned to R-2, G lacier’s  am bu­
lance; the fa ther to R-l, Ju n eau ’j 
am bulance. I t  takes six to  eight 
tra ined  EM Ts doing several different 
things alm ost sim ultaneously in  an 
a ttem p t to re tu rn  life to a person who 
has no vital signs. P lus som eone to 
d rive the am bulance and som eone on 
the radio  relaying inform ation to  the 
hospital concerning the p a tien t’s  con­
dition. Luckily for Juneau , th e re  is 
an abundance o f people, both  paid 
and volunteer, who put in a  lot of 
tim e and effort to become EM Ts and 
trained  rescue personnel. U nfortu­
nately , In tills Instance it w as to no 
avail. A person can’t help wondering 
if  s e a t 'b e lts  would have m ad e  any 
difference. Im agine, Just th ree  to 
five seconds.

• While all th is frantic effort w as 
going on w ith the three casualties, 
the fourth victim , the lone d riv e r  of 
the second vehicle, was le f t In the 
d riv e r’s sc a t o f his dem olished car, 
He had stab le  vital signs, could con­
v e rse  w ith the EM Ts and rescue  per­
sonnel, and w as able to a ss is t us in 
rem oving him  from  the c a r .  He 
w alked to m y pickup, as an am bu-

i y  ,i,w«p* .6  .V  :~-f

iance^vasn’t  neeJw f f o f t l i ^ l h o r  ln-l 
J u r ie s ,a n d  besides,' they'd VilLIefV 
w ith the m ore seriously  injured. M y: 

.,.se lf and  an  EM T transported him  to 
-.Bartlett M em orial .'Hospital,-w here 
he  w alked Into th e  em ergencji-room j 

'H e .h a d  been w earing  his sea t belt, 
jl le  rep ea ted  m an y  liraes';“Boy, I ’m  
'g lad  I  had  m y s e a t  belt on .'V piree to 
five’, e x tra  seconds and he 'w alk ed
!* a y : . . - T - V

J a f f  P llcbar, •
C a p ta in , A uka B ay .... £„« ; ., . 
V o iu p U ar FIra D apartm ciit
'  • ' ............... \  .9 ' •

.1 • * • ,*i hlii!
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Poll shows most 
favor seat belt law
By D ebbie R einw and
Tim a Writer

L eg is la tio n  re q u ir in g  A las­
k a n s  to  u se  s e a t  b e lts  w iiile  in 
th e i r  c a r s  is  fa v o re d  b y  65 p e r ­
c e n t  o f th e  s t a t e 's  r e s id e n ts ,  a  
poll show s, w ith  s t ro n g  su p p o r t 
c o m in g  fro m  r u r a l  re g io n s  a n d  
S o u th e a s t A la sk a .

T h e  s u rv e y , c o n d u c te d  by  
M a rc  H e lie n th a l, c o n s is ts  o f in ­
te rv ie w s  w ith  1,473 r e s id e n ts  b e ­
tw e e n  J a n .  8  a n d  17. S a m p le s  
w e re  ta k e n  In a ll a r e a s  o f th e  
s ta te ,  a c c o rd in g  to  H e lie n th a l.

R u ra l  r e s id e n ts  to p p e d  th e  lis t 
o f s u p p o r te r s  o f  a  s a f e ty  b e l t  la w , 
w ith  77 p e r c e n t  o f th o se  p o lled  
fo r th e  m e a s u re .  M o re  th a n  74 
p e rc e n t  o f  S o u th e a s t r e s id e n ts  
q u e s tio n e d  f a v o r  th e  la w , w h ile  
09 p e rc e n t  o f th e  M a ta n u sk a -S u ­
s itn a  B o ro u g h  re s p o n d e n ts  s u p ­
p o r t i t .  In  A n c h o ra g e , 65 p e rc e n t 
o f th o se  p o lled  w a n t a  s e a t  b e lt 
law .

O th e r  fin d in g s  o f th e  po ll in d i­
c a te  b ip a r t i s a n  s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  
m e a s u re , w ith  73 p e rc e n t  o f 
D e m o c ra ts  s u rv e y e d  In fa v o r , 60 
p e rc e n t  o f  R e p u b lic a n s  p o lled  
sa y in g  th e y ’r e  fo r  th e  m e a s u re  
a n d  65 p e rc e n t  o f th e  in d e p e n ­

d e n ts  vo ic ing  su p p o rt.
T h e  on ly  s ta u n c h  o p p o s itio n  to  

s e a t  b e lt leg is la tio n  c a m e  fro m  
th e  L ib e r ta r ia n  P a r ty ,  w ith  59 
p e rc e n t o f th o se  p o lled  co m in g  
dow n a g a in s t th e  p ro p o sa l.

“ T h is  poll p o in ts  to  th e  fa c t 
th a t  th e  A lask an  p u b lic  w a n ts  to  
s t a r t  sav in g  lives, re d u c in g  in­
ju r ie s  an d  sav in g  m o n e y  by 
ad o p tin g  a  sa fe ty -b e lt-u se  la w ,"  
sa id  F ra n k  B ick fo rd , e x e c u tiv e  
d ir e c to r  o f th e  A la sk a  S a fe ty  
B elt U se  C oalition .

D u rin g  th e  e le c tio n , a  m a jo r ­
ity  o f th o se  seek in g  le g is la tiv e  
s e a ts  sa id  th ey  fa v o re d  a  m a n d a ­
to ry  s e a t  b e lt bill, a n d  G ov. S tev e  
C o w p er is  on re c o rd  a s  a  su p ­
p o r te r  of th e  m e a s u re .

A  bill re q u ir in g  s e a t  b e lt u se  is 
e x p e c te d  to  b e  in tro d u c e d  in  th e  
le g is la tu re  in  m id -F e b ru a ry , a n d  
a lre a d y  la w m a k e rs  a r e  b e in g  
lobbied  on  th e  issue .

D u rin g  th e  o p en in g  w e e k  of 
th e  1987 sess io n , a  g ro u p  of ch il­
d re n  d re s s e d  a s  c lo w n s  v is ite d  
th e  C ap ito l to  d e liv e r  h e a r t -  
sh ap ed  p in s to  A la sk a 's  60 leg is ­
la to rs . A m e s s a g e  o n  th e  p in s  
sa id , " S e a t  b e lt law s s a v e  liv e s ."
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By DONNA FREEDMAN 
DMyNewaWesasndsdeor

mm fur Sept- 11, 1UC, vbtn a car CToesed 
the enUr lane and rmaahed ban 

a JA  haad-oc, nothing v u  tha u «  lor 
Jl/ " Vcouatry ting w Barbara MandrmlJ.

U wuat lust the pain, or tha laar lor the 
mo and daughter who ware also La bar car. or 
the operation* and therapy that followed tha 
AcddtnL It arcs the physical and emotional 
upheavals of bar haad Injury that x&ade da Ur 
life a trial

Mandrell. oace aa avid reader, found she 
didn't care to open any ct her books any more. 
The TV star and winner of numerous musk 
awards discovered she’d forgotten the words 
to all her soars. Catting In an automobile still 
lentil ashar, and she Is unable to drive.

"Xvtry day was bard to face — ovary day," atyi Mandrell. who perform* U Anchors** «a 
Monday.

What kept her going. what buoyed her up la 
addition to the love and support of bar family, 
was the way bar Ians rallied around ber. 
Cards, letters, flowers streamed to bar eubur- 
ban Nashville home; Mandrell was later told 
by the poctal service that they’d never bandied 
such a heavy volume of mall lor one parson.

And she was grateful. "I knew bow much X 
loved my fans, but 1 never knew how much 
they loved ma.M abe says, the tremble in her 
voice audible oven over the lea (-distance wire. 
’T o  Just very grateful to them."

She’s showing bar rrstilude the beet way 
she can: by singing. Mandrell embarked oo a 
two-month. 4(L*how tour of America at the end 
Of August. "Both coasts, aad also tbo middle." 
is the way she describee it. Including date* in 
New York. Massachusetts, Connecticut, Ohio. Idaho. Montana..Oregon and California.

And Alaska, the only state in the U.S. the 
hasn’t yet vlsiud. "With JO foreign eouatriw. I 
aure enough want, to taka care of my own 
home country," Mandrell says. "My husband 
and my older son have been oo a trip to see 
Alaska and they loved it so much ,.. It’s going •to be a real adventure."

Bit by bit. Mandrell's physical condition 
continues to Improve. Her last operation, to 
remove a metal rod from her leg. took place six weeks ago. She’s starting to be able to read 
a little again. And right after the completes 
this tour, she goes into rehearsal for a Christ­
mas TV special that alio star* her sisters, 
Louise and Laxlenc, and thaLr combined fami­lies.

Family ties, alwiyi Important to her. are 
now her mein priority. "I’ve always tried to make my family end my carver number ooe 
both." she says. "Bul.elnce my accident my 
family is number one, period." She’s bringing 
along ber youngest. 1-year-old Nathaniel, on 
IhJi road tnp. Her two older children are in 
school, so Mandrell has arranged for two visits 
home along the-way, and her husband has 
bven able lo Join her twice on the road.

And noV that she’s up and around, ahe’s 
added a third carver aaat-belt spokeswoman.

6 M y  husband and m y  - 
older son have been on a 
trip to see Alaska and they 
loved It so m u c h ... It’s 
going to be a real

adventure. 9
— Birbira Mandr.ll

KateU  mu a g ttJ  m i ImH a n  18 ft*."past. ’’1 we* one of Ihote people who would be ■■■ _l— j . ' . i . ' i . i —■■■„ iq B flrT»»nnc •hoboflVl ioinT~TB~ 
"beat belt.’ "

‘Than ooe day, while driving in Bendereoo- 
vllM. Tenn., Mandrell sew a its lloc wagon, 
full of children, with Its tailgate down. Some­
thing told her to-put ber veal belt oo: aha did.' 
and told her own kida to buckle up. •

Fifteen minutes la tar, bar car was demoJ-

"Xow people can think what they want, but 
I happen to know that it was Cod's will that I 
am alive today and that my children are allvt." aha says. "Forperti from the seen* of

 _ _ _ _ _  Before that, she’dnever taken a. public stand on any Issue* 
before: at flrst, she was a little unsure about this ooe. So aha asked ber son. Matthew, what be thought about aesi belts. *

"He said, T don’t IhfnJr about them ... 
without one. I’d be dead/ " Mandrell recounts. 
That dadded It. She knew that some people 
would rather listen to their favorite periormcr 
than all tha Highway experts In the world; as 
for the others, well, she'll have bar say regardless.

"I'm ipgv If people don't want to h*ir 
pbgMlJiili^ui^JOraVaMy Weson 1 am 
»Uy:." Mandrel! aayi. Sh« doesn't bring the 
subject up bcncli. but she knows she's made a 
difference: "Once in a while it's brought to my 
attention people whose live* were aaved be­
cause of seal bells, and they ware wearing aeal bells because of me."

Having aald Ihia, she changes the subject 
again: Alaska is what's on ber mind these 
days, "i'm excited about performing for peo­
ple that live In Alaska. I have vivid and 
wonderful memories of audiences and tbelr 
responsiveness and their hospitality, but J 
have no earthly Idea whet lo expect (In 
Anchorage)."

Alaska, and football. "When I finish this 
tour, on Halloween. 2*11 get to see my son play 
football." Mandrell says. "I've mlased his whole aaason so far."

Among her olhee act I vines, Mandrel! has become a vocal advycata for.aaal-beti use.

■ TNI BARBARA MANDRILL SNOW la prevented I pm. Monday at 8u*van Arena. Ocen-ng 
act Is Th« Artxone Outlaws. Tickets e/s Sia and 120. plus outlet lee, tvska&te el al Budget Tso«s 
and Records, Tickets Inc.. the Ebnendorf Recreation Center and me arena pas odea. (2SA-79IS)
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UttIe‘more .than' half'of th^ 
.̂ .candidates in -Tuesdays primary ? 
hoppose .̂ ..mandatbryVhseatbelt; 
•law/ according'fa1 an Anchors ge''

v)egl̂ 'ture,'2flfavored;̂ a 'lawi-rê ? 
Squiring adults-to wear/seatbeltsft

>i~f O nly ’ c ^ d i d a f e g ix m h lh ^ S f o r ^  
•• •••p A n c h o ra g e -a re a  le g is la tiv e  s& als^ 

f t  w e re  in c luded  in th e '^ r v e v r w M y f
» S ^ « .p p I n I d r i i iS i ^ ^ c H ^ I a W ^ r ? 3  
^n~Sf m v ld e d  b ^ ^ U tT c a l’l l n e s ^ 'S ^ I

••-belt :law \vhÛ .'Bob'Richards iand. 
,Dlck J-. RMdolph^are-^f^ed^ 

.■ ^ D e m o c r a t '^ ^ o i i t e n d e i f ^ S te v e l t 
_Cowper--'iavors< a v seatbelt • law -1 

, while lncumbentTGov.: Bill Shefr''; 
•'.'field does nbt?g?|lM“ ’

•M l C u >  V II W * .*  *» . i s . T T ,  * . / I ?

V[:H a y e s . . ' - b a i a ^ ; . t 'T . l ^ e h s ir;. m e i  
"  c h a n c e  of lo s ing  c o n tro l o f.a .v e h l-^  
o '- t i e  by bein g  th ro w n , f r b h v a  d riv fy  
? e £ 2  sea tifoU ow ing  a 'c q l l ls lo n .$ f t ; *

'^ 5 ^ A h 6 b i ¥ f . a r ^ m e h t ; l n '  l a v o r 'o f ^
>  th e  la w  was th a t . l t  w 5U W T $ducas.t

• ; v i l n s u r a n C e t o ^ i - ; x ^ ^ ^ w ' ' “ '“ '‘' 
o iS S to l

W o /U  f t e p i X j i c A w  AJc a m ^ - J - ioa

• W o aI C -em s  cA>vftu_ k k jm  **hKfisA
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"Mandatory seat belt bill squeaks through House s'
3 - / Z - F C  ,2 ? ? M y X jX ( J S -  & W S A 'J > U & 4 ‘ sj

(A P) — A laska la s t year. Seventy-nine did w h e n e v e r  In  a  v e h ic le ,  >*he Is not buckled u p . •••... JU NEA U  
drivers would be  requ ired  to 
w ear se a t .b e lts , under a  
m e a s u r e  t h a t  n a r r o w ly  
passed  the- House W edncs-

year. Seventy-nine 
not w ear se a t belts, he said. 
-S t i l l ,  som e la w m a k e rs  
argued  th a t such decisions* 
should be left to personal

day .-"  • " '>';'cho icc , not m andated  by the
T he so-called “m andato ry  ‘ s ta te . Rep. A ndre M arrou,

unless the vehicle does not 
have se a t belts. I t would be 
against the law  to rem cve 
sea t belts from  a vehicle, 
however.

sea t be lt law "  w as approved 
— a lte r  leng thy  debate  — by 
a  22-to-lS vote. At leas t 21 
votes a r e  needed to p ass  a 

'  m easu re  In the House. • ■»’ • 
'■The proposal Is likely to 
com e up  fo r m o re  debate be­
fore being sen t to  the Senate, 
w here su b stan tia l opposition 
Is expected.

D u rin g  d e b a te  on th e  
m easu re , som e legislators 
a rg u e d  th a t  g o v e rn m en t 

■ ■ u 'dq jlljt can  to p ro tec t 
p eop le - vQ ther«i“,’hbw*verj< 
aaid the proposal a ttack s the • 
righ t to personal freedom !' • 1  

' “This J a w ,w il l  resu lt lij
m o re ' people ^buckling u p ,"  

V ttld  R ep;’'  M ike M iller, a  • 
■* Ju n eau  D em ocrat who cpon- 
•y^ored .tht.bULyJ.'If.-we -pass -  
.* th ls  .law, ‘ there, .will h e  m ore  :-‘’ 
.^ p eo p le  a liv e 'a t th is  tim e nex t"  
S& year th a j would otherw ise be ••

••• -:*-»-iMlllerMld8S peop le— not 
counting pedestrian s — died 

■'-* in  traffic  acc iden ts In Alaska

■ « > I  ^  ^

"T his law  is no t going to be 
so s tric tly  enforced so w e 

.h a v e  s e a t  b e lt p a t o i s , "  
-M iller said . ’ j

-If convicted fo r the f irs t 
•:- ■ 5 ^ "  i f  tim e, a  d riv e r w ould face a

People who deliver news- |15  fine and  th e  addition of
papers o r m ail from  inside d em erits  to h is  o r ber driv-
Ihelr vehicles would be ex- in g reco rd . *
em pt from  the law , a s  would , -  "  - ' ’ ’V .

^ p a s s e n g e rs  in a  school bus or ‘̂ Jf/Tbe ■ p roposa l• does n o t 'a f - ' 
-" 'em ergencyveh ic le . 'S S ^^S S S i^ect t^ e .c h ild -re s tra ln t law  

Obesity is unhealthy ,” he  i;-M iller said  the law  would ..-a lready  in  p lace  In Alasjm.
be enforced w hen troopers o r - 'T h a t ' s ta tu te  m ak es  i t  a 
police a re  perform ing o ther ’ c rim e to tra n sp o rt infants o r
d u tie s . F o r  ex a m p le , a  sm all ch ildren  in  a  vehicle
d river stopped for speeding 
would also be cited if be o r

L -H om cr, a sk e d  if  gov- 
.''em m ent should a ttem pt to 

regu la te 'ev e ry th in g  conrid* 
ered  dangerous to a  person 's 
health . •

said . "W hy don’t w e require* 
people to get weighed once a  
week, ju s tlik e  trucks?"

M iller’s proposal x equires 
d r i v e r s ^ J o  b u c k l e  u p

f f . 'T -s - . *

w ith o u t a  p ro p e r  ch ild - 
re s tra in t se a t o r  s e a t  belt.

• *•' §  
 T = r— i ’ j i - ; . — j

V •
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20-2Q deadlock in state House 
defeats mandatory seatbelt measure

*••'•»* «4 ,*• r«t . .11,.# . •

ByBRUCESCANDUNQ. n :.memberHouse.„
> ' ' * • •  i  -  r m .   1 J  The Associated P ress 

. J U N E A U  — A  p ro p o s a l  to  
m a k e  s e a tb e l t ’ rise  m a n d a to r y  

• in  A la s k a  d ie d  o n  th e  H o u se  
f lo o r  T u e s d a y , d e s p i te  a rg u -

T b e  v o te  a p p a r e n t ly  s i g n a L . 
th e  en d  o f  e f f o r ts  th i s  y e a r  to  
p u s h  a  m a n d a to r y  s e a tb e l t  
la w  th r o u g h  th e  le g i s l a tu r e , ' 
s a id  D e n n is  D e W itt , c h a ir m a n

. . . g o v e rn m e n t .

m e n ts  t h a t  s u c h  a  l a w  w o u ld  ,7 'o f  th e  A la s k a  S a f e ty  B e lt  U se  
s a v e  l i v e s . '  *' ;  •' ■■■.'" ■ :7y£s 'C palifion . ... 4 ; '£ v
I- " P e o p le  w i l l  d i e ' f o r  t h e ' '  ' . “ O b v io u s ly ,  w e ’r e  s t i l l  

l a c k  o f  th i s  b i l l  p a s s in g ,’’ s a id  c o m m i t te d  t o  i t , ”  D e W it t  
R e p . M ik e  M ille r , a J u n e a u . . / s a i d . (> “ W e’l l  b e  b a c k  n e x t  
D e m o c ra t  w h o  s p o r s o r e d  th e  y e a r . "  • •. .
m e a s u re .  :r. O p p o n e n ts  o f  t h e  le g is la ­
te M in u te s  l a t e r ,  h is  p ro p o s a l  : t lo n  (C SH B 224) s a id  th e y  b e -

w a s  d e fe a te d  o n  a  20-20 ta l ly .  
A t  l e a s t  21 v o te s  a r e  n e e d e d  

■ 'for a  b i l l  to  p a s s  t h e  40-

l ie v e  th e  u s e  o f  s e a tb e l t s  i s  a  
p e r s o n a l  d e c i s i o n  w h i c h  
s h o u l d . n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y

" I t  i s  "a la w  t h a t  o b s t ru c ts  • 
f r e e d o m  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e ,"  

" s a id  R e p . A1 A d a m s , D -K o tze- 
’ b u e . ' '" V o t in g  f o r  s o m e th in g  

l i k e  th i s  is  q u e s t io n in g  th e  
■' c o m m o n  s e n s e  o f  o u r .c o n s t i tu -  
.v /e n t s .”-.. ■*•, ;.%* W  .

H o m e r  L ib e r t a r i a n  A n d re  
M a r ro u  s a id  p e o p le  w h o  d o n ’t 
w e a r  s e a tb e l t s  a r e  d u m b . B u t 

• h e  s p o k e  a g a in s t  t h e  m e a s u re .
• " I t  i s  n o th in g  m o r e  o r  n o th -  

.■ i n g  lc c s  t h a n  c o e r c iv e  do- 
•g o o d lsm -/’ h e  s a id .  !i ' ;• 

M a r ro u  s a id  s t a t e  g o v e rn ­
m e n t ,  i f  a l lo w e d  to  e x p a n d  

;w h e n e v e r  n e w  la w s  o r  re g u la -  
“ t io n s  a r e  p ro p o s e d ,  w o u ld  go 
. * to o  f a r  in  t r y in g  to  p ro te c t  
.. c i t i z e n s  ’.X g a in s t  t h e i r  o w n  

 r i g h t  to  m a k e  d e c is io n s ,

_,:/■ “ W h a t  c o m e s  n e x t ,  s l ip 7  
p e r y - b a th tu b  in s p e c to r s ? "  h e  
a s k e d .

T u e s d a y 's  v o te  w a s  M il le r ’s j 
"second  a t t e m p t  to  p u s h  th e  
m e a s y re  th r o u g h  th e  H o u se . 
I t  p a s s e d  in  e a r ly  M a rc h  b y  a 

/  2 2 -\6  m a r g in ,  b u t  w a s  b ro u g h t

u p  th e  n e x t  d a y  f o r  a  re c o n s i­
d e ra t io n  v o te .

A p p a r e n t ly  c o n c e rn e d  t h a t  J 
th e  m e a s u re  w o u ld n ’t  w in  a p ­
p r o v a l  a g a in ,  M i l l e r  a s k e d  to  
r e t u r n  th e  m e a s u r e  to  c o m ­
m i t t e e  f o r ;  m o re  w o rk .  vii 

• F o u r  H o u s e  l a w m a k e r s
n r -  ^

w h o  v o te d  f o r  th e  m e a s u re  In  
M a rc h  v o te d  a g a in s t  i t  T ues-' 
d a y - , T h e y  a r e  R e p s .  - H .A .J  

. R e d  B o u c h e r , D -A n ch o rag e ; 
D r u e  P e a r c e ,  R -A n c h o ra g e ;

E - W r a n g e l l ;  
. . .a n d  H o u se  S p e a k s ?  B e n  G r u s - 1 
,  s e n d o r i ,  D -S itk a . , I



S te v e  F r i th  o f F a irb a n k s  s u r­
v iv ed  a  close e n c o u n te r  w ith  a  
m o o se  th is  s p r in g  b e c a u se  h e  
w a s  w e a r in g  a  s e a t  b e lt . ,

F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  h e  w a s . . .  
a w a rd e d  a  “ S a v e d  B y T h e  B e lt"  
c e r t if ic a te  in  A n ch o rag e  re c e n t­
ly , a c c o rd in g  to  a  p re s s  re le a se . 
F r i th  a n d  R ob in  B issy  o f W asilla  
w e re  th e  f i r s t  p eo p le  in  th e  s ta te  
g iv e n  th e  a w a r d s ,  w h ich  a r e  
h an d ed  o u t by  a  c lu b  fo rm ed  by  
th e  A la sk a  C ouncil on P re v e n ­
tion  of A lcohol a n d  D ru g  A buse, 
th e  A la s k a  H ig h w a y  S a f e ty  
P la n n in g  A gency , an d  the A las­
k a  S a fe ty  B elt U se  C oalition.

F r i t h ’s  a c c id e n t o ccu red  the 
ev en in g  of A pril 12, w hen he w as 
d riv in g  p a s t  U n iv e rs ity  A venue-  

v- on A tla n ta  S tre e t, going ab o u t 30 
m iles p e r  hour. A m oose d a rte d

o u t in  f ro n t  of th e  c a r .  F r i t h  
d id n 't  sa w  it  and  d id n 't  h i t  th e  
b r a k e  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  m o o s e  
c ra s h e d  in . B y the tim e  h e  d id  
b ra k e  th e  c a r ,  the m oose fe ll  off 
th e  roof. G lass sc a tte re d  on  t h e . 
in s id e  of th e  c a r , and  th e  ro o f ’ 
w a s  c ru sh ed .

" I f  I  h a d n ’t  h ad  m y  s e a t  b e lt 
on I w ould  h av e  been  m u s h ,"  
F r i th  sa id . " I  w ould h av e  b een  
th ro u g h  th e  w indsh ie ld ."

F r i th  w alked  aw ay  from  th e  
ac c id e n t w ith  no in ju ries.

R ob in  B issey  w as s e v e re ly  in ­
ju re d  in an  au to  acc iden t F e b .  26 
in  W asilla , b u t she believes sh e  
w ou ld  h a v e  been  k illed  i f  sh e  
h a d n 't  been  w earin g  a  s e a t  b e lt. 
As it,w as , sh e  susta ined  a  f r a c ­
tu re d  ja w , la c e ra te d  eyes, s e ­
v e re d  low er lip , crushed  n e rv e s , 
fa ce  b ru ise s  and  m ore.

S he h a s  s in c e  re c o v e re d  from  
th e  acc id en t.

A cco rd in g  to  F ra n k  B ick fo rd , 
d i r e c to r  o f th e  A la sk a  S a fe ty  
B e lt U se  C oalition , only  one ou t 
of five  peop le  u se  th e ir  sa fe ty  
b e lts . T he  " S a v e d  B y th e  B e lt” 
c lu b ’s  g o a l Is' to  im p ro v e  th a t 
ra tio .

M o t o r i s t s  w h o  h a v e  e v e r  
e scap ed  d e a th  o r  se r io u s  in ju ry  
in a  tr a f f ic  a c c id e n t by w ea rin g  
sa f e ty  b e lts  a r e  elig ib le  to  be­
c o m e  m e m b e r s .  C h ild re n  too 
y o u n g  to  w e a r  b e lts  m a y  q ua lify  
if th ey  e scap ed  d e a th  o r  se rio u s 
in ju ry  in  a  tr a f f ic  acc id en t by 
rid in g  in  a  ch ild  sa fe ty  s e a t . T he 
c lub  is fre e , an d  an y o n e  c a n  app- 

. ly  to  th e  c lub  by  co n tac tin g  B eth  
L au esen  of th e  F a irb a n k s  Child 
P a s s e n g e r  S a fe ty  A ssocia tion  a t  
456-6935.

B U C K L E D  I N — S t e v e  F r i t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s  w a s  a w a r d e d  a  “ S a v e d  B y  T h e  B e l t ”  
c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  A n c h o r a g e  b e c a u s e  h e  s u r v i v e d  a  c a r  c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  a  m o o s e  b y  
w e a r i n g  h i s  s e a t  b e l t .  Ludwig Laab photo

S e a t  b e l t  c l u b  b e a r s  w i t n e s s

F a i r b a n k s  
N ew s M i n e r
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MY TURN — In support of a mandatory seat belt use law
Hr r>uk BMU.4

Two serious accidents occurred ««r this put 
Memorial Dry weekend. Oneaccident occurred on 
milt 119 of the Sterling Highway m i  CUm 
Gulch. One family member wu loci la that kd-, 
Oml. Thu. pcnoa. I be driver, wu noe waring > 
m l bell. Four other family members wne wtanng 
m i be its end received only minor Injuria. The 
other accident occurred near mjk <0 oo the Puki 
Highway north of Houston when a ear spun out of 
corn rot and rolled over. The driver, who wu 
killed, wu not waring a ml bell. The passenger 
aru waring a seal bell, U alive, and listed La fslr 
condition. These Irsgedla are real and Immediate 
nod lasting for I he (amities and friends of victims. 
But they don't have to be and should not be.

Those who died were fellow Alaskans. Statistics 
show ihii a minimum of 20 to SO lim can be saved 
in Aluka If a mandatory ml bell law la enacted, 
as welt u  700 fewer Injuria and a savings of 112 
million In medical cost insurance and legal a* 
penses, lost production sod human capital casts.

Dramatic evidence from stales and nations that 
have enacted a law shows that lira art being 
saved. There are bow 15 stiles with nsandslory 
m l belt laws. Among the sis suits with the 
lor.seal experience with safety belt Laws — Illinois, 
Michigan, Nebraska, Not Jersey, New York and 
Tesas — decreases to fatalities ranat from 10 lo Id 
percent. State police la Michigan neendy reported 
Use drat weekend without a traffic fatality la 10 
years—more thaa 500 wakeods. It k n ciaer fact. 
I  sat bell lawi are using Uvea.

Every year, more thaa 40,000 people are UBad 
in traffic crashea and more than 300,000 people 

.111 Her serious Injuries. Tha U.S. Dcpartnml.of. 
Transportation aatlmaua that If than ware a 70 
percent bell-usage rale throughout tha Ualtad 
Statag, mere than 9.000 Uvea would he aavwd each 
y»*r.

According to Use Aluka Highway Safety 
Planning Agency, 174 traffic falalillee occurred 
last yuar la Aluka. At least 79 of Usom killed were 
not wearing seat belli; only sis (stallUm wars 
•taring seal belli. Four of Use sis wearing scat 
belli ware Involved la tractor trailer rig acddcua. 
Tha remaining faulllim warn pedestrians. motor- 
cydlsta and Weydlsls, according la lisa Aluka 
Stale Troopers- Alcohol and not wearing seat belts 
remain tha bluest factore la fatal accidents.

La addition to the safety factor aau belt la we are 
CMS effective. Studies show that for every dollar 
inverted la safely belt use, the state nvus .737 JO. 
Safety halts can reduce traffic felalWw, which art 
eight lime* u  eapcnslve to Uvaatlgate at aoa- 
lajurr accidents. Ofliean would have more llasa lo 
eovuatiala oo other traffic aaforesnwot pro. 
grams.

Opponents of a mandatory aau bak law ttatt

lhit driving a motor vehicle la a right, not a 
privilege. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Operation of a motor vehicle is subject lo many 
ralrklioni: among them arc sioppinj at red lights 
and stop sigru, obeying other I riffle signals, driv­
ing at a spred determined lo be utc, maintaining 
safety equipment In working order, and hiving 
liability insurance — restrictions considered by the 
count lo be legitimate exercise* in governmental 
suthoity, "

Opponents may atguc that mi be): i-m Is up to 
the Individual. Thai Individual rights argumcnl 
bccoma Irrelevant once we recognise I hit refusing 
lo buckle up cndingm Innocent third pinks — 
not only Ihe dependent children of those who Instil 
on not buckling, and not only those who end up 
paying higher lisa so I hit others may enjoy Ihe 
"freedom" not lo buckle, but also those who end 
up being Injured or even killed In nvoldsble colli- 
•ions when unbuckled drivers lose control of Ihdr 
care.

Quite simply, Ihe m l bell law prevents people 
from becoming loose objeeu when a o r iklds or 
veers into a tret or another vehicle; a belled driver 
is leu Ukdy lo become n bclpleu spectator u  his 
car becomes an unguidcd missile. Study that b t

kgjllmale exercise of society's power lo pern set the 
Innocent, not Ihe entering wedge of tyranny.

We must be concerned by unneccmry encroach­
ment on dvll liberties, but I believe that man­
datory sal belt kglslallm will be artfully cnflcd 
to minimise sny Intrusion or potenllsl for harass- 
mem. The Imponsnci of (he goat of Ihe kgislauon 
is raving lives.

A proposal lo make seal belt use mandatory In 
Aluki idled this year In Ihe House of 
RrpnacMillrei oo a reconsideration vole. The 
tally wu 20 For and 20 Against. The Proposal 
passed In early March by a 22-16 margin, bui later 
U wu brought up for reconsideration.

The closeness of the vole on tha icarbclt bill 
along with Ihe lu'bitaniial public cpproval (Hcllen- 
that Poll — 66 percent In favor of a Uw and only 
21.5 percent against) signals tha fact that we along 
with many Alukanaare committed to be back ncit 
year lo support IhU Important plea of kglllsllon.

Unfortunately, the Stale of Aluka will continue 
to sac people die unnecessarily oo our stmts and 
hlghwsys because of the ftllurt 10 buckle up. Wc 
out change Ihb; wc can encourage our UtisUlort 
lo accept Ihdr responsibility lo pass mandatory 
scat belt use legislation. That will save dollars and 
more importantly, ling.

9 —
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j  thoppIng with triendi tiedown. ■; 
pU»n EiUbn’.kjj'.Deboitih.'a ft- 

rlricloai U-yeitiOtd.bid'A.t - 
. buck lor picking oiitdothei for;-, 
.-.henelf ind frieni]i.'liti*<M .!.yr, 
j: Ai tbcjr JcIt-to'(o*lo IlotiJ- 

Urora'l, ditrcr Fjwo Htlml b>-V " 
ityled thilDtbortih’put ea l l i : 

.. -tell bdtriV^&VrnilVOl'.dd 
■if Deboreib didn'ttee the j
- lig need Ice Kit belt* She hid ~ 
t.the attitude thit .acddenti uw.Jt<
■ gxneth lag  ( h i t  b ip p eo  b  o tb crv '

-.. *»*T. be uld. ■ • • utii me wu urn .
• ~ Ox arot berr with th« UA .- rtiliu the car wu drilling oft
• .‘Amir to tsei and touched the the raid. . ■ • . • \  . i.-..' > •

"" *' ----- - —• Wbeiribe becimt alert, Sli-i';.
mi a thlnlr, the turned ehirpty 
bide toward the roid-Tbe cir -,e-i

1 • .‘Army (a 1901 and touched the .1 
|  ■ llret el auny la the put Drw - "■*
3 • ' ynrj, u  erWeoeed by theJCOV.I
fj ■ • people wbo crowded the Ccrto- - bn* _________

jblcn BiptUt Church In her V  wugolngtooIiji,bcweTer,tnd ..
‘ •honor.' ■ ■ V -‘. •’ the Ureiduf bund tbearipua •*.
• • •' Erea when ihe wu titUn< eut ind (lipped orer;; C.sV !c . i” -----— in n .™ * ! '! , , ; :.. -p*ea when ihe wu UtUnf 

Iotou the w u  laughing/*uld 
-;Mtleod idd co-worker Either
‘•'.•.'Cunnln|hirn.l‘ ' "I

*’• iSemeooe nude tbo comment';*

r OennolCol#.?/'

'f jipu t c t Q w n

i ikf5•\-t. u  butinL Ail they uw trai-r’t; ••£ bdlere'thw wouli bare 
: • . , _ u ^ . , . u u . Wehin1. .

i *a uuu r* . a u  ; a i x u w i  »»»clouddduit itIMUaRlehiiyl- . c o m e  out M K wllVmliuxlaJ
hoi lUghwty iod an ortrturoed.. Urtd <.............
Cir.. . • •■-t. ShrdJMd"..; ^Sc,t

• HER FRIENDS REMEM-' 
BER.Deboreah i t  a brl|ht 
young.woman wbo lored red 

.. rtoei, ihppptng, and being with 
other people. She brought i  Ujht 

; ■ touch lo ber Job In Ihe clerk'a. 
k* eWtco it the borough. V.-., * 
p.-. Not long ago Deboreib
; wimed Ajiemblymin/oe SIU 
’■ loalhilUhekeptrefuiIngtogel -

Ii’e'.N .**. *’••1 *»»..% i j.* •’ .»;* ■’ *«cu a wtau iwiq
a picture of hlmietf tikeo.tha;.! L bid liken night counea at the '
would pul a phots o( Mickey.,..' eotnm unity college ind recently
MouiebiSllton'iiulgnedpltco'.-. N bought ber flrrtbikb-allipeed '
oulilde Ihe borough luembly' the gqt to ride lo work one time..
chimbenwheretheportrolUof'S'/' . •
elected leader* aro displayed. > V 'T  ~ I.-: ! ; , , , ; , , .— • nv t iie  MORNINO of Situr-Ot eoune the wu uniting u  ihe 

. uldlL . .■ i -  ..I 1
The Re»: Stmuel Binki do-, 

terlbed It u  her ‘'mUllondoDir 
unile." In an eloquent memo-, 
rial lerelct on a ninny FrldiJ 
iltemoon, he told Uio mourneni 

' thit Deboceih remilm a rource 
o( tniptnllon.

ON TIE MORNINO ol Silur- 
diy June It at T:» »> - *>►
b o r e ih w i id r l r in g lo w ir d to w w

Irom North Pole la her t9ei Mai. •-a .  .a .__ l _ — aL a  I t  ' i n n l i -  a n a i t l

l e r t r e  n e i o  n p r a .She died the oert diy. but not,
the Her. BinW uld, tinlfl after 
Sunday lerylcti bid itirted In 
Ihe Corinthlin Biptlit Church a 

'•  hilf-oBeawiy.
THE SADDEST WORDS ta

pin been wiuna ui ~
wu none c( her bmtneu to try 
bird to get otherr lo mo oeat 
belli. ■

e v e r y o n e  on t h e
ASSEMBLY look a moment at 
tut Tlunday'f meeting to re- 

riww ..M hw'—.K— ' -"'raber wbit Deboreib bid

 —„'ii hut ihemC "
disobeying the M/mpb ipeed/4. andTia'pilly by reducing tha. yStb^Jm jwinUM e'ror A V

jMgssssKissexsssBSt&ssusaai*• ^ t n * -ihemightbireeicipedUxled-’• with the deilh ot a lortd. .• whit a bciuUiul tindldiU tbo ;.
•• .bg^beidedentelheriwilder.y; ^q, mar« Krioua



Anchorage Daily 
Hews 

Anchorage, AK

J U L  1 b 1 3 B 6
•V'

v* *’v

A r m y  n o w  r e q u i r e s  s o l d i e r s  t o

w e a r  i s e a t b e l t s  o f f  o f

m ilitary 
new s

• D oris T h o m a s , a n d . 
F ran k  S in g le to n ' .

r - .F O E T  -R IC H A R D SO N .-, 
w a r ,  th e  A rm y  d o e s  i t s ' u t -  - U ;S . A rm y  'F o rc e s ,  C o m m a n d , 
m o s t . t o  e n s u re  s o ld ie r  s u r v i 7 - ' ' .S tu d ie s  by - F o r c e s ' C o m m a n d  
a L  'I n c r e a s i n g l y , e f f o r t s  a x i  .'- 'h ave  r e v e a l e d ’ t h a t  b e tw e e n ,  
b e in g  .u n d e r ta k e n  to :  s e e ;  t h a t  -.O c to b er 1.985 a n d  M a rc h  . 1986,. 
sp ld iC K ’- i n ^ p e a ^ t l m i ^ ^ ^ o t  *'.61'v.'soldiexs w e r e  .k i l l e d ' a n d  
h a r n je d  i .b j^ /u n s a fe  'p r a b t ic e s  ^<407/ in ju r e d  in  .’p e r s o n a l ’ v e h i-
4  V . m  i  m * V* « ,  w  A * A  U  a m *  1 wwt w  4  W a  •’  5 a !  a  a  m  i m t a  I  * A  1 m m i p a .1 #1 u w

t l c o h o l  - .ab u se .^an d '-- '^ in o k in g  •. 'd e n t 's ‘.w ere n o t  'W e a r ih g . 's e a t-  
a re ; 'e v id e n c e y b f .H l^ .‘icohcern ;- '.v  b e l t s ' o r- a  h e lm e t  w h e n  th e y - ' 
S t e p ^ j f f  e  movfcjbeJiig ;taken,ito*.-. .h ad  t h e i r  f a t a l  p c d d e n t , :. J-;;V  
'p r o t e c t ^ ’s 'o l^ ie r^ - i 'a h d -' $ h ^ r # / . f i .,ir .h d e r 'th d ,new .poH cy ,'-£am --- 
f a m il ie ^ '-w h e n  .-.they./drive; p r ’jV 4 } y .'m em b ers  'a n d  c iv i l i a n ' em'~. 
•r id e  j» .e K o n ia r . ic a B , ''t r u j^ \p b . ,  ’ p lo y e e s  :m iis t .c o m p ly  w ith -, t h e  "■ 

i*- i . . ' •---•*  •-«* ’- l ie  o n .p O s t.;H o w e v e r ,- ::
■ e n c o u ra g e  ' e v e ry o n e  

■ u p "  . e v e ry ,; . t im e . 
■ .^C iv ilian  

a b id e :b y ^
p r i w“  w j r  « s  vD  o f f ic ia l .
T .e g u la t io n - 'i 'd id i j n q ^ ^  b u s in e s s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e ' m i l l - '
• i?b ld ie rs '.^ d in g \ln .',.v e h lc le s .o f f  '’- ' 'ta ry  r e s ie rv a t lo n . .! : ' " < '
; th e  m U ita ry .r e s e iv a t lb m 'i ’c V ^ ? - I n  ' a cco rd an ce"  - w i th  - s t a t e '  • 
^ .T h e n e w .p o l i c y , 'd i r e c t e d  by?’-;'law , c h ild re n ' m i is t  b e  i n . a i i  * 
•M aj. sG en .-/qe .ra ld -.H . 'B e th k e , .  ' a p p ro v e d  r e s t r a i n t  d e v ic e  I f

;t r w e y -*— e Bge 3 " a n d '- n n d e r .  
i t f I s o  r e q u i r e s  spr* '-T h e y  m u s t  w e a r  a  s e a t b e l t  i f .
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SECTION

C
D e b o r e a h  W i l l i a m s :  a  t r a g e d y  t h a t  d i d n ’ t  h a v e f t o  h a p p e n

Deboreib WUlluni most assoradly never 
expected to be part of a booth at tha Aluka 
State Fair.
. Sba can# north aa a member of tha United 
State# Army and, when her hitch was up, 
decided lo slay rather than return home lo 
Indianapolis. She (ot a job In the clerk's office 
of tha Fairbanks Iforth Star Borough. knd 
woo friends with ber fun-loving, thoughtful 
personality.

She was IS yean old when aha died, nine 
weeks ayo today.

Debortah's friend, Faun Helms, remembers 
the night befora Deboreah died. They spent 
tha evenlnf shopping at tha Nordstrom store 
— onca they got going.

Faun, tha daughter of Borough Mayor 
Juanita Helms, has this thing about seat bells. 
If you ride In her ear, you base to wear one. It 
comes from being "barrelled" Into tha habit 
by her aunt

‘.'I have a standing policy that irr cry body In 
my car has to ura real belts. Usually, she'd 
buckle up and not give me any hassles, but 
every once In a while because of her disease, 
she would. That night, sba was tkally stub­
born aboutIL“

Debortah's disease was lupus, a painful 
Inflammaldiy Illness that can allectiUie akin.

suzan nightingale
joints and nervous erst era. When Debortah's- 
was acting up. It could puke her whole body 
ache. But, lately, she'd gotten her medication 
regulated and tha lupus had seemed under 
control. Deboreah bad even started to exercise 
and lose the weight the medldna helped put 
on.
. Although Dehor -h claimed her lupue 
would make buckling up In Helms’ car loo 
uncomfortable. Helms w u adamant. Because 
Debortah’s condition had Improved, Helms 
suspected Ihe lupus wu an excuse.

"We Just sat there and sat there, and I said, 
*You know I’m not going until you buckle up.*

"Finally, aha did. Finally, bulling and

pulling, aha buckled up."
That over wllb, the friends enjoyed aa 

evening ot shopping and socialising. Tha last 
lima Helms siw Deboreib was around mid­
night Saturday when aha dropped ber olf at 
home, ‘

You've probably figured out how thli story 
ends by now. The next morning, Deboreah 
Williams climbed In her Marda to drive an old 
boyfriend, Broderick Grant, to work near 
North Pole. And she didn't buckla ber seat 
belt.

"Apparently she wu really Used and fell 
uleep and the ear drilled oil (he road," laid 
Helms. "The police say aha probably wokt up 
and Jerked lha car over and that made It flip. * 
She wu thrown from tht car."

Grant wuoT In the car; tba 7 a.m. accident. 
took place after ahe'd dropped him off at
w o tk - .  . ."They said that she would have probably. 
early had ■ couple of scratches," said Helms — 
If. of course, ahe'd been wearing ber seatbelt.

Deboreah Williams never regained con­
sciousness. She died tha next day. And that’s 
how Dtboreah Williams becama ■ statistic. 
One of tha eocs who could havo walked away . 
U only Jhey'd buckled up. f

According to tha Aluka Seatbelt Coalition,

I] Alatktnt died In automobile szcldinti lo 
1983; 78 of Iheta were unbelted. And of tha fix 
that wan writing icalbeltr, for; ware In 
ecddenti with large tracioMrallc; rip. mak­
ing survival unlikely regardless. Tha coalition 
estlmalta that II Aluka paired a mandatory 
seatbelt law, between 70 and SO lire! a year 
would be lived, thtre'd be 700 fewer traffic 
Injuries, aod Alukani would rave 111 nlUloa 
annually la legal, medical and loat worker 
coals.

And so, although It's not exactly lha Stull 
of cotton candy and corn dogt. tha coalllloe 
baa ■ booth al the Aluka Stale Tat Usli year, 
and tha story of Deboreah Wllllami Is a small 
part of IL

"Shs wu Just a vary cheer3.il panco. 
always kidding around, pretty torch alarsyi 
happy and trying lo^naka other people hip­
py, aald Helms. "1 never really raid anything 
to her Ilk*, ‘You ahould buckla pp In your 
car,’ because I figured It wu her bur In eta If 
she buckled up In her car."

And how does she feel about tba hoolh, aad 
the dippings about Deboreah being a pari of 
Ilf "1 hope It does some good."__________
□ Suzan b(/idngale W a DaSy Hawa cokvnr Jet.
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G o o d  i d e a  t o  b u c k l e  u p

o ' t e a  a r e  t h e i r  o w n  w o r s t  e n e m i e s  w h e n  i t  
h e a l t h y  l i v e s .  G o v .  B i l l

• K
A l a s k a n s

c o m e s  t o  l i v i n g  lo n g  7 ~ '  . *
i i d e a  f o r 'c h a n g i n g  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  s t a t e

■ •  i  «  V f  1 ! _____ . 1  -  J  ^  ^

a n d

S h e f f i e l d  h a s  a n
e m p l o y e e s  w h o  d r i v e  o n  t h e  j o b .  H e 's  d i r e c t e d  t h e m  tc. 
w e a r  s e a t - b e l t s  w h e n  r i d i n g  i n  s t a t e  c a r s .  . -« £ * . v

A  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  a n d  i n j u i ^ .  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
y o u n g e r  A l a s k a n s ,  i s  a c c i d e n t s ,  i p d u d i n g  a u t o m o b i l e  
c r a s h e s .  I t ’s  e a s y  t o  c u t  t h e  r i s k  o f 'h a r m  i n  c a r  w r e c k s  b y  
w e a r i n g  s e a t  b e l t s .  B u t  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  A l a s k a n s  
a l m o s t  n e v e r  b u c k l e  u p .
: G o v .  S h e f f i e l d ’s , o r d e r  s h o u l d  h e l p  re d u c fe  i n j u r i e s  . t o  
s t a t e  w o r k e r s  a n d  c u t  t h e  s t a t e ’s  c o s t s  f o r  e m p l o y e e  
a b s e n c e s  a n d  . w o r k e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c l a i m s .  S t a t e  e m p lo y *  
e e s  s h o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b u c k l e  u p  —  a n d  s o  s h o u l d  o t h e r  

A l a s k a n s .  . *•'
■ 1
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, V : 7 V / ; N

s to n ed  b y  th e  A la sk a  S a fe ty  B elt 
H f L Coa| l t ‘?M< sh o w s th a t  tw o - ' 
tW rds o f th e  A la sk an s  po lled  
w ou ld  fa v o r  leg is la tio n  re q u ir in g

\

Alaska briefs
• “

City driver, buckle up
>  A n ch o rag e  d r iv e rs  b u ck le  

, th e i r  s e a t  b e lts  m o re  th a n  d riv - 
f P  Y1. o th e r  p a r t s  o f th e  n a tio n , CD; 7 T  * v 6 » w u u n  re q u ir in g
th e  A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f H igh- t  h e lt u se . T h e  g ro u p  is  u rg in g
w a y  S a fe ty  P la n n in g  A gency  ^  • k f ik la t io n  d u rin g  th e  n e x t
sa y s . "  .... 6  f  se ss io n .

• A  r e c e n t  s u rv e y  in d ic a te d  48.6*“
P f  A n c h o ra g e ’s  d r iv e rs
a n d  38.4 p e rc e n t  o f i t s  fro n t s e a t  
p a s s e n g e rs  u s e  s e a t  b e lts , th e  
a g e n c y  s a id . .  . . .

D ire c to r  M ike L ew is s e a t  b e lt 
u s e  a m o n g  d r iv e r s  a c ro s s  th e  n a ­
tion  a v e ra g e s  15 to  18 p e rc e n t 
w h e re  su c h  u se  Is v o lu n ta ry .

T h e  su rv e y  w a s  c o n d u c te d  by  
U n iv e rs ity  o f A lask a -A n ch o rag e  
p ro fe s s o r  B ob M c K n ig K  In con ­
ju n c tio n  w ith  a  s im ila r  tudy  on 
th e  u s e  o f ch ild  r e s t r a in ts  In c a rs .

A n o th e r  su rv e y , co m m is-j

buckle 
up more

v 'Alaska rates high.

• in seat belt u s e  ■ :
. .' ■! .-it *vV*. »V . '.1,1  • . " rf.* <

A n c h o ra g e  ‘ d r iv e r s ' b u c k le  
i u p  m o re  t h a n  d r iv e r s  in  o th e r  
t> p a r t s  o f  t h e  n a t io n ,- 'a n d  ’m o ­

to r i s t s  s t a te w id e  s a y  a  m a n ­
d a t o r y  s e a t  . b e l t ' la w  w o u ld  

' . s u i t  t h e m  l in e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  a  
" .^ re c e n t s t a t e  s t u d y  a n d  a  p o l l  

‘t a k e n  f o r  a  s e a t  b e l t  lo b b y in g  
•‘. g r o u p . • •• 

v .L v T h e  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
• ^ . .P u b l ic  S a f e t y 's  .H i g h w a y  

. ’S a f e t y  P la n n in g  A g e n c y  re -
• .‘" p o r te d  e a r l i e r  th i s  m o n th  t h a t  ' 

j4 8 .6  p e r c e n t  o f  A n c h o r a g e
>; d r i v e r s . a n d  38.4 p e r c e n t  o f  

, t h e i r  f r o n t  s e a t  p a s s e n g e rs .
' - u s e  s e a t  b e l t s ,  a g e n c y  d ir e c to r
• -M ik e  L e w is  s a i d . '  • *•> •
’! - / .A c r o s s 'th e  n a t i o n ; 's e a t  b e l t  

u se  a m o n g  d r iv e r s  w h e re  u se  
_ is  v o lu n t a r y  a v e ra g e s  15 to  18 
v̂ p e r : e n tv L e w is  s a id .  •'• * .'...
• I h e T s u r v e ’y  f*was d o n e  b y

^ ,:ih '. coH Jurictl(?n w i th  a  s im i la r  
s tu d y  o n  • t h e  u s e  o f  c h ild  

' ••‘r e s t r a i n t s  in  c a rs .
^ In fo rm a tio n  f o r  th e  s tu d y  

f y ja s  g a th e r e d  b y  o b s e rv e r s  
■ w h o  w a tc h e d  m o t o r i s t s  in  

7 's h o p p ih g rm a i ls .
. .. .T he _ s t a t e 's  n e w  c h ild  re - 

s t r a in 'tT a w , w h ic h  to o k  e ffe c t  
. J u n e  8, m a y  h a v e  ;?h a d . so m e  
in f lu e n c e  o n  c i t y  d r i v e r s / ' -  

, L e v /is  s a id . H e  a d d e d  th a t  th e  
s t a te  a ls o  h a s  .b een  p u s h in g  a n '

. e d u c a t io n  c a m p a ig n ' e x p la in ­
in g  th e  v i r tu e s  o f  s e a t  b e l t

. l . s j i  •;
T w o - t h i r d s  v o f  A l a s k a n s  

a lso  s a id  t h e y  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  
, le g is la t io n  r e q u i r in g  s e a t  b e l t
• .u se , a c c o rd in g  to  -a p o ll c o n ­

d u c te d  r e c e n t ly  b y  H e l ie n th a l ’
• .and  A sso c ia te s . T h e  p o ll  w a s  ’ 

c o m m is s io n e d  b y  th e  A la s k a  
S a fe ty  B e l t  U se  C o a li tio n , a  
lo b b y in g  g ro u p , t h a t  w il l  u rg e  
p a s s a g e  o f  s u c h  a  b il l  d u r in g  
n e x t  y e a r ’s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s -  
sm n . ;  »

p o l l  w a s  ta k e n  a m o n g  
508 A la s k a  a d u l t s .  S u p p o r t  
w a s  g r e a te s t  in  r u r a l  a re a s  o f  
th e  s t a te ,  w h e r e  78 p e rc e n t  
s a id  th e y  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  th e

•V f e e d  t h S eaS tKre S p 0 n d e : , t s  ‘

tasAiiiisAS"-area
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L a w m a k e r  s u r e  s e a t  b e l t  

■ b i l l  t o  b e  e x p e d i t e d  i n  ’ 8 6
JU N E A U  U P I - A  m a n d a to ry  d o l t a  to 't o s t  » a S «  * ” d  l” a K h  

;  « i t  b e ll b il l  th a t  c a lls  lo r  lin es e l c ” ' f j f ^ t i c j n t c n d i u c h a l a w  
j  ‘ u p  to  $15 a g a in s t peop le  w lw fa ll to ^ , o u id  v io l a t e  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  

'• - '•b u ck le  u p  w hile  th e ir  v eh ic les  r ig h ts . W hile so m e  of th e  c r i tic s  In* 
I in  nioU on w ill g e t qu ick  a c U o n ln  n g  w ouldn’t  m ind  w ea rin g  
'• th e  H o u se  h e x t  y e a r ,  R e p . M ike m  re s e n t th e
:•  M ille r  s a id  W ednesday , 
t  '  M ille r , D -Ju n eau  and  c h a irm a n
• o f th e  H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry  C om m ittee , 

in t r o d u c e d  th e  m e a s u re  (CSHtJ
• 1 224) la s t  session .

“ I t  m a d e  i t  a s  f a r  a s  th e  R u les
• Committee, and It’s awaiting
I p la c e m e n t on th e  c a le n d a r , M iUer
• s a id . " I  th in k  a lm o s t e v e ry  pa.- nnft
• w eek , th e  w isd o m  of th e  law  be/.'JTTi*
• *_____  nponle.e s  m o re  a p p a re n t  to people.

“ I t ’s  a  good lifesav ing  w ay  to  go. 
- I t ’s  th a t  s im p le ,”  h e  s a id . ‘ B u t 

w e ’r e  g e tt in g  so m e  s ta tic  from  a
i  a  l  j * u A im  f  n n n n l P  W H O

d ic a te  th e y  w o m a n s  n u u u
s e a t  b e lts , th e y  w ould  re s e n t th e ^

SSSSjKKk-KS'
a n d  c e r ta in  h an d ica p p ed  peop le ,

^ “ T h e  schoo l b u s  th in g  Is a  ho t 
i s s u e ,”  h e  s a i t j .  ‘.’I f  i t  (b e l ts  iu
h w , )  m a h ^ e ^ c . l e t s d o i t o rbv m a n e s  s c i o u , S  
s e p a r a te  b ill. If  not, le t 's  no t do.it.

S ta te  law  re q u ire s  th a t  ch ild ren
- I t ’s  th a t  s im p le ,”  n e  s a iu .  e™  under the ag e  of seven  w e a r  s e a t

w e ’r e  g e tt in g  so m e  s ta tic  from  a  b e lts  o r  r }de in  a  su itab le  re s tra in t
s m a l l  b u t v o c a l g roup  of people w ho d ev ice . T h a t w ould go u n changed  in

• v i e w  th e  b ill a s  a  th r e a t  to  th e ir  per* M ille r’s  b ill.
; so n a l fre e d o m  B u t f ’rn su rp ris e d  Q ld  b eco m e  th e  18th

''•*t ^ * ^ £ f f i W l S d  s t a t e t ^  a  m a n d a to ry  s c a t b e ll 
■ ' U K % t a n K  i s  la w  i t  M i l l e r 's  a l t o r t s  a r e  s u e  

. -well a s  h u n d re d s  of th o u san d s  of cessfu l.
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M i H e r  p u s h e s  b e l t  b i b
V

b'b
JU N E A U  (A P ) —  A m a n d a to ry  

s e a t  b e lt b ill th a t  c a lls  fo r fines of up 
to  $15 a g a in s t peop le  w ho fa il to  
bu ck le  up w hile  th e i r  veh ic le s  a r e  in  
m o tio n  w ill g e t  qu ick  ac tio n  in  th e  
H ouse n e x t y e a r ,  R ep . M ike M ille r 
sh id  W ednesday . ’ ‘ .

M ille r, D -Ju n eau  a n d  c h a irm a n  of 
th e  H ouse J u d ic ia ry  C om m ittee , 
In tro d u ced  th e  m e a s u re  (CSHB 224) 
la s t  session .

“ I t  m a d e  i t  a s  f a r  a s  th e  R u les  
C o m m ittee , a n d  I t’s  aw a itin g  p laee - 
“ rel^ ,° ,n  C e n t e r "  M ille r sa id . 
*i. r r H  e v e ry  p ass in g  w eek,
th e  w isdom  of th e  la w  becom es m o re  
a p p a re n t  to  people.- 
■ P ro p o n e n ts  a rg u e  th e  law  w ould 

s a v e  sc o re s  o f lives an n u a lly , a s  w ell 
a s  h u n d re d s  of thousands o f d o lla rs  in  
to s t w ag es  a n d  h e a lth  c a re  costs .

^ B u t  opponents con tend  su ch  a  law

w ould  v io la te  th e i r  in d iv idua l r ig h ts . 
W hile so m e  of th e  c r itic s  in d ica te  
th e y  w o u ld n 't m in d  w ea rin g  f a t  
b e lts , th e y  w ould re se n t th e  s ta te  
te llin g  th e m  to  do so.

T he  b ill w ouid ex em p t school bus 
p a ss e n g e rs , th e  ow ners o f c a r s  n o t 
o rig in a lly  equipped  w ith s e a t  b e lts  
a n d  c e r ta in  h an d icap p ed  peop le , 
M ille rs a id .

“ T he  school bu s th ing  is  a  h o t 
is su e ,”  h e  sa id . “ I f  I t  (b e lts  in  b u se s ) 
m a k e s  se n se , le t ’s  do It on a  s e p a r a te  ■ 
bilL  I f  no t, le t ’s  n o t do i t ."

S ta te  la w  re q u ire s  th a t ch ild ren  
u n d e r  th e  a g e  of seven  w e a r  s e a t  
b e lts  o r  r id e  in  a  su itab le  r e s tr a in t

M D ta *  bUL1 W0Uld g °  “ Chailged ’m 

A lask a  w ould, becom e th e  18th s ta te

ALASKA CLIPPING 
SERVICE

Chugiak-Eagle 
River Star 

Eagle River, AK
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S h e f f i e l d  o r d e r s  

£ 7  J s t a t e  w o r k e r s  t o  

d r i y e . w i t h  s e a t b  e l
,s  S tate employees driving on 
-.ficial government business' m 
j-w ear seat belts under .an- ort 
'/$igned by G ov. Bill Sheffield. 1 

.. ../o .der also applies to passenger.' 
Tstate vehicles, ■iSSSSiijilsi.- 

Sheffield noted that 57 si. 
•-.'employees were Injured during i 
‘[past tw o years while driving 
• 'state business. Some o f those 
-juries could have been prevem 
/ 'o r  lessened by.the use o f seat be 

*■ ; Jh e  said. ><_
’.Beyond the . safety - o f c 

. . "w orkers; I ’m ’alsb concerned tl 
' lost employee time and work« 

compensation payments be kep: 
• • a  m inim um ," the governor sa 
. •, ‘ Sheffield commented that 

now  routinely wears a  safety t 
while driving or riding in a c. 
f f  “ I  d idn’t like wearing the 1 
•at first, bu t I ’ve learned to d< 

s  and it doesn’t hurt a  b it,"  he s:
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State workers ordered 
to belt up on business

Gov. B ill Sheffield h as 
signed ah  o rder requ iring  
s ta te  em ployees to  w ear 
sea tbelts  w hile d riv ing on of* 
ficial governm ent business, 
according to a  s ta te  news 
re lease. T he adm lnistraU ve 
order, w hich also  applies to
passengers In s ta te  vehicles, * prevented  o r lessened by the 
is effective Im m ediately.

"S urveys Indicate th a t less 
th an  one-third of A laskans 
routinely  w ear safe ty  belts.
T o  th e  e x t e n t  s t a t e  
em ployees contribu te  to this 
figure, th is o rder should 
reduce in ju ries,"  Gov. Shef­
field  said .

: |r ;v - v . ' * .
< /  a •  . »• *  m . • » ;  ^  • ,  . .   T V * '  • *» •» — ■ - 1,1 V "*"** " ' 1 #   ■ * . • - '» «  * •

.~ # A M t) N G  T H E  B ILLS w e  -r  R ep . M ike M ille r  o f J u n e a u  
e x p e c t to s e e  passed  by  th e  ’’fh ia k e s  s e n s e 'a n d  shou ld  be 
1986 le g is la tu re — an d  p ro b a - ' . en a c te d  in to  law . ; 
b ly  one th a t  .will b re eze  T h e -ev id en ce  o f n a tio n a l 
th ro u g h  w ith  : re a so n ab le  ^ s ta tis tic s  is o v erw h elm in g  in 
sp eed  —  is a pend ing  m ea- /su p p o rt of m a n d a to ry  sea t- 
s u re  th a t  w ould m ak e  it ille- b e lt law s, .which a lre a d y  a re  
gal to  d rive in  A laska w ith- '  in  e ffe c t in' 17 s ta te s  a c ro s s  
out’sea tb e lts  buck led . ’"p -C’’". .th e  nation . L o ca lly ; s e a t  b e lt 
V O f co u rse  th e re  a r e  prob- u se  is  m a n d a to ry  fo r  vehi- 
lerns w ith  th e  legislation . I t  ’ :'c les  o p e ra ted  on E lm en d o rf 
righ tfu lly  can  be  v iew ed  a s  •" A ir F o rce  B ase  a n d  F o r t  
one m o re  erosion  of indi- R ich ard so n . • 
v idual freedom  and  you can
ex p ec t to h e a r  th a t  a rg u - . v  I F  YOU D O N 'T  b elieve 
m e n t a  m illion tim es  a s  th e  s ta tis tic s , ta lk  so m e tim e  to

re a d  and understood the 
order,

-. Gov. Sheffield noted th a t 
51 s ta te  em ployees w ere  in­
ju red  during the p a s t two 
y ea rs  while driving on s ta te  
business, an d  som e of those 
in juries could have been

Gov. Sheffield said  he  now 
The o rder Instructs a ll routinely w ears  a safety  belt

agencies under th e  gover- w hile driving or rid ing  in  a
n o r’s direction to develop ca r.
and^Im plem ent a  policy fo r " I  didn’t like w earing the
the use of sea tbelts  by th e ir  belt a t  first, bu t I ’ve learned  
e m p lo y ees . I t  r e q u i r e s  to do i t  and  i t  doesn 't h u rt a
w orkers to . a tte s t to having b it,”  he said . . .........

use  of seatbelts.
"B eyond th e  safe ty  of our 

w orkers, I 'm  also concerned

w r k “ s'CmPc ° o m p S « M  |b ill is  d eba ted . &>>.;• one of d o c to rs  o r  n u rse s
paym ents be kept to a  w ho w ork  in  th e  m e rg e n c y
m inim um ," the governor j •; i t  W ILL B E  difficult to  ro o m s of h o sp ita ls  here-
6aid- ■ . I en fo rce , o th e rs  will con tend , ab o u ts . 'T h e y ’re  ' b e liev e rs .

T h e y ’ll be r ig h t. T he bill will T h ey  see  th e  g ru e so m e  re- 
b e  opposed on g rounds th a t  '. s u i t s  of n o t 'b u ck lin g  up  and 
th is  m a y  m a k e  sen se  fo r th e y  see  the  lucky  ones who 
u rb a n  A laska —  for A nchor- . re m e m b e re d  -to u se  th e ir  
ag e  an d  F a irb an k s  an d  Ju n - b e lts . . »- •.a* ??? ' - r-  •
eau  an d  K e tc h ik a n .—  b u t ; ‘£4-The inconven ience is nil 
m ak es  no sen se  fo r C raig  o r  * o n c e  the  h ab it h a s  b een  ac- 
H ydaburg  o r  B ethel o r  B ar- q u ired . I t ’s  s im p ly  no big 
row . T h ere  m ay  be s o m e ' .deal — ex cep t th a t  it m ay  
v a lid ity  to th a t  a rg u m e n t, m a k e  th e  d iffe ren c e  be-
too. ■ - w '-. ,.  w. tw ee n  life an d  d ea th . T h a t is
, D esp ite  all th a t, th e  bill b y  ’ a  b ig  deal.' \  '

•OXC*.
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S e a t  b e l t  c o a l i t i o n  . w a n t s
j V,J> ' p ./V i-Y . •

J a s k a n s  t o  s t a r t  b u c k l i n g

by Paul Fa ttlg  '■
Time* Writer

• J ■
M .
f  O v a t i o n s ' -• !V-. . 5 "

A s im p le  c lic k  co u ld  h a v e ' ' ' ~  ■ ’ " ’- ' 'M i  '. ”  • jfc
saved  a t  le a s t  20 lives, p re v e n te d  ■ *. a g e , th e  coalition’s  s o u th c e n tra l  v , \ .  T lie  re s o u rc e s  d e v e lo p m e n t /
som e 700 In ju rie s  a n d  s a v e d  t a x - ' ' c h a irw o m a n , no tes th e re  is  n n - " s u b c o m m it t e e ,  h e a d e d  b y  T om 'ii;
p ay e rs  so m e  512   ’ ""  ’ * ' ' '  " r — “  «•* "MimoM vunii

A laska la s t  y e a r . .
T he n o n -p ro fit A lask a  

B elt U se C oalition  hopes
g u res w ill a le r t  tlio se  w ho  don’t ,  ’. s h e s a y s .  ---------- D— ________
buckle u p  w h en  th e y  h o p  Into . I f  th e  bill In troduced  by  R ep / p  r e a c h  s u b c o m m itte e  w h ich  Is 
th e ir  v eh ic le s . V M ike  M iller, D -Juneau , b e c o m e s  p u tt in g  on  ex h ib its  a n d  d is tr ib u t-

• "B a s ic a lly , w h a t w e ’r e  d o in g ; ' la w , A laska  w ill b ecom e th e  18th v - to g  m a te r ia ls , 
is an  e d u c a tio n  c a m p a ig n , m a k - i.: s t a t e  w ith  a  m an d a to ry  s e a t  b e l t . ; . .  L ew is  (563-3174), Is h and ling  
Ing su re  A la sk a n s  know  w h y  .It IsjV. law . H owever* an  e x em p tio n  ' th e  co m m u n ic a tio n s  su b co m - 
im p o rta n t to  w e a r  s e a t  b e l t s , " - ;  w o u ld  b e  m a d e  fo r school b u s  . m l t te e  w h ich  Is c re a t in g  a  sp eak - 
sa y s  F ra n k  B ickfo rd , th e  c o a ll- .*  p a s s e n g e rs , c e r ta in  h an d ica p p ed  . Ing b u re a u  a n d  a  Ie tter-to-U ie-ed- 
tion 's  s ta te w id e  co o rd in a to r , p e o p le  an d  th e  ow ners of c a r s  n o t  •
"T h e  a d v a n ta g e s , of c o u rs e , a r e ... o r ig in a lly  equipped  w ith  s e a t

b e lts . 7  >
A la sk a n  p o lls te r  M arc  H ellen - 

h a l, h ire d  b y  th e  coalition  to  d e ­
te r m in e  how  A laskans feel a b o u t

th a t  It p ro te c ts  yo u  in  a c c id e n ts . 
Y ou a re  le s s  lik e ly  to  b e  k illed  o r  
in ju red ."

T he n a tio n a l H ighw ay  U se rs  
F e d e ra tio n , a  no n -p ro fit g ro u p  
su p p o rtin g  s a f e r  h ig h w ay s, s tu d ­
ied  A laskan  h ig h w a y  d e a th s  la s t  
year- an d  m a d e  th e  c o n se rv a tiv e  
e s tim a te  th a t  a t  le a s t  20 lives

• V W .  -----------

I to r  c am p a ig n .
* *. L - -• 

O vations s e e k s  to  honor p eo ­
p le  o r  p ro g ra m s In  A laska
w o rth y ' o t  Special recognition.

Ie rm m c  now  ajusiuh i^  iuci uuuuk S en d  y o u r  suggestions to  Ova- 
th e  p ro p o sed  law , re p o r ts  th a t  66 , tlons, T h e  A nchorage T im es, B o x  
p e r c e n t  s ta te w id e  su p p o rt i t ,  40, A nchorage 99510.
L e w is  s a y  s . . .    —

A  re p o r t re lea sed  by  th e  
A la sk a  D e p a rtm e n t of P ub lic  S a-— • - — * ■ r»l ___

* * 
% 
i 
/

U b l l l l l a  1 C  U l t t l  t t i  l u a o  v  i V  H T  W  f M W f c f lM A  w j v w a m i w . . ,  _

cou ld  h a v e  b e e n  s a v e d  a n d  700 in- f e ty ’s  H ighw ay  S afe ty  P lan n in g  
Ju rie s  p re v e n te d  h a d  v e h ic le  o c- y . A g e n c y  la te  In O ctober In d ica tes  
cu p a n ts  b e e n  w e a r in g  s e a t  b e lts . V  th a t  48.6 p e rc e n t of A n ch o rag e .

‘ ■* d r iv e r s  bu ck le  up, w hile 38.4 p e r-  
, c e n t  o f  fro n t s e a t  p a ssen g e rs  u s e  

s e a t  b e lts .
!  T h a t  co m p a re s  to  ab o u t 15-18 

p e rc e n t  vo lu n ta ry  s e a t  b e lt u s e  •
---------------   , _______ n a tio n w id e , th e  ag en cy  n o tes . *

, ce iv ed  $250,000 fro m  th e  n a tio n a l^ / . T lie  coalition  h as th re e  su l>
< T ra ff ic  S a fe ty  N ow  o rg a n iz a tio n  c o m m itte e s , a ll of w hich w el- 
■ fo r  its  e d u c a tio n a l c a m p a ig n . " - ' c o m e  a n y  a ss is ta n c e , L ew is

   /

t— ---------  — ---o ----------------
T h e  $12 m illio n  c a m e  o u t o f 

tlie  s ta te  p o c k e tb o o k  to  h e lp  p a y  
m ed ica l, in s u ra n c e  an d  r e la te d  
c o sts , B ick fo rd  n o tes .

T lie co a litio n , c h a ir e d  b y .
D enn is D eW itt o f  J u n e a u , h a s  re -

-

B ut C a ro l L ew is o f A n c h o r - - / s a y s .

m
i t X
? r. S e a t  b e l t s

[$• s a v e d  l iv e s  '?h  
1 ? ;$  •• ■■ •

A s a result o f  having a ch ild  
in k indergarten  th is year, w e  

! have been  getting a  lot o f  in fo r­
m ation  carried  hom e o n  sea t 
belts an d  the fac t th a t they save 
lives. '•!
• I have recently learned th a t 
there  is a  coalition  in the state 

f- o f  A laska to  pass a  seat belt law .
' I w ould  like the people In the 
I s ta te  o f  A laska to  know  th a t we 
;. as a  sta te  need to  s tand  behind 
R .th is  coalition l F o u r  years ago 

m y I8-m onth-o!d son  and I were 
Invo lved  in  a co llision  in w hich j

I

/I

we were h it by an o th e r c a r : 
w hich was speeding and ran  a 
s to p  sign. • ,

M y son was in a c a r seat and . 
h ad  only  a  sm all scratch  on his ’ 
fo rehead .

I did sustain a b roken  jaw  and 
tw o broken  wrists, b u t would 
have been killed if  n o t belted In .. 
T he am bulance crew  th a t c a m e ; 
to  assist saw  the c a t  and im-.. 
m ediately  assum ed th ere  were.' 
n o  su rv ivors . T hey w ere shock- \ 

rj ed to  find us alive w hen they go t i 
lo  the ca r. ‘ . •

A  15-second chore o f  fasten- .j 
ing m yself a n d  m y ch ild  in had.,.

, saved o u r  lives. Yes, people m ay 
j. o b jec t lo  a  seaLhelt law  becausr^.
' i t  is an  " in frin g em en t o n  th e i r -  
; r ig h ts ."  H ow ever have  any o f  , 
;^ h c m  ever received a  phone call (| 
: from  an  em ergency ro o m  telling ,i 
|  th em  o f  the lo ss o f  a  loved o n e  j* 

w ho  could  have  been saved by  -. 
buckling  up? t

, B irg ilta  T ulip  I 
» jVtHW A ncho rage’ •

r i ~ .• ■



ALASKA CLIPPING 
SERVICE

Chugiak-Eagle 
River Star 

Eagle River. AK

N O V  91 1985.
^ R e s i d e n t s  u r g e d  t o  b u c k l e  . u p 1f  

d u r i n g  h o l i d a y  t r a v e l  t i m e

^ v . ;N ex t w eek  is "A ll-A m erican  . w ere  to  a c c e p t th e  .C h a llen g e 'b f  ;
‘ • ^ B u c k le  U p  W eek in A lask a . G o v . v  ..this y e a r ’s A ll-A m eric an  B uckle j  

B ill ''S h e ff ie ld -  p ro c la im ed  Vthe ; U p ,  w e co u ld  sav e  h u n d re d s ^ o H  
. •ev en t w h ich  uses th e  th e m e,; h o lid a y  g a th e rin g s  fro m  being ' 
.♦•“ S ta r t a  H a b it fo r L ife .’’"a c c o rd - - - .-held in  h o s p ita ls ,”  th e 'C o a l i t io n : 
.in g  to  th e  A la sk a  S a fe ty  B elt use s aid  in its  a n n o u n c e m e n t. 
" C o a li t io n . •' . In  h is p ro c la m a tio n , S heffie ld

-The co a litio n  sa id  th e  d esig n a- •" "said ; “ E x p e r ts  , believe th a t  .th e  
.% tio n  is t im e d 't o  c o in c id e ' w ith  - u se  o f  sa fe ty  b e lts  c o u ld  p re v en t • 
u jT h a n k s g i 'd n g  w eek because  th a t  u p  to  h a lf  . th e  " fa ta li t ie s  an d  j 
•w is’th e  tim e  w h en  :m a r iy .p e o p le r e d u c e ,  th e  n u m b e r  .of se r io u sif

D u rin g  th e - 1 984 T h an k sg iv in g  c a r . ’’ H e  u rg e d ‘" re s id eh ts :to ,u se ‘‘ 
" f - h o l id a y ,  -the c o a litio n  -said,'.603 , s a fe ty  b e lts  w h en  rid in g  in  c a r s :

.-^■ o eo n le  l o s t  ' . r h e i r * l i v «  in  t r n f f i r  . .A iir tn t*  rVi» «««^ — ---------
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A i r  F o r c e  a i m s  t o  

s e a t  b e l t  c o a l i t i o n ’ s  e f f o r t s

w-> Im en d o rf A ir F o rc e  
g-?» B a s e — A utom obiles 
* — of th e  fu tu re  m a y  

so m e d a y  sp o r t a  w a rn in g  
s im i la r  to  th a t  found  on  a  p ack  
o f  s m o k e s — “ W arn in g : 
F a i lu re  to  u se  a  re s tra in in g  
d e v ic e  g re a t ly  in c r e a s e s  y o u r 
c h a n c e s  o f in ju ry  o r  d e a th  in 
a n  a u to m o b ile  a c c id e n t ."

T h a t  p o in te d  a t t e m p t  a t  
sa v in g  liv e s  b y  u rg in g  peo p le  
to  b u c k le  up  m a y  b e  y e a r s  
dow n th e  ro a d , b u t a n  e f fo r t is 
u n d e r  w a y  rig h t n o w  to  m a k e  
p e o p le  a w a re  of th e  n e c e ss ity  
o f s e a t  b e l t  u se , v ia  th e  A laska  
S e a t B e lt C oalition . '

T h e  co a litio n , h e a d e d  h e re  
b y  S ta f f  Sgt. J a n e t  T h o rn to n  
o f  th e  43rd  T a c tic a l  F ig h te r  . 
S q u a d ro n , h a s  b u t one a im  —  
to  s a v e  liv es  a n d  p re v e n t 
in ju ry  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f se a t  
b e lts .

• ■■
W ith  th a t  In m in d , th e  A ir 

F o rc e  h a s  ta k e n  one  m o re  big 
s te p  in  o u r  ow n  m a n d a to ry  
s e a t  b e lt  p ro g ra m . In  th e  p a s t, 
b e lt- le ss  d r iv e r s  fa c e d  
p o ss ib le  su sp en s io n  of d riv in g  
p riv ile g e s . B eg inning  J a n .  1, 
p eo p le  n o t w e a r in g  s e a t  b e lts  
fa c e  a u to m a tic  10-day 
re v o c a tio n  of d riv in g  
p riv ile g e s .

M ind  you, th e  A laska  S ea t 
B elt C oalition  a n d  th e  A ir 
F o rc e  a r e  no t c o n n e c te d  in 
a n y  c o n c re te  w ay  —  but 
ph ilo so p h ica lly , w e  a r e  a ll in 
a g re e m e n t .  S e a t b e lts  sa v e  
lives, p re v e n t in ju rie s  a n d  
a c tu a lly  sa v e  th e  A ir F o rc e  
a n d  th e  c iv ilian  s e c to r  big 
b u ck s  in  lo s t w o rk  tim e , legal

F l i g h t
l i n e
S. Sgt. Frank 
S ing le ton

p ro b le m s , m e d ic a l e x p e n se s  
a n d  o th e r  c o s ts .

. T h e  c o a litio n  is e n d o rse d  
h e a r t i ly  b y  th e  b a se  
le a d e rsh ip . W ith in  s t a te  
g o v e rn m e n t, G ov. B ill 
S heffie ld  h a s  is su ed  a n  o rd e r  
th a t  a ll  s t a te  e m p lo y e e s  w ill 
w e a r  r e s tra in in g  d e v ic e s  
w h en  in  s ta te -o w n e d  v e h ic le s .

T h e  p o licy  h e re  is  a  li t t le  • 
m o re  s tr in g e n t . A ny p e rs o n , 
c iv ilian  o r  m ili ta ry , is  s u b je c t  
to  th e  su sp en sio n . I f  th e  s e a t  

. b e lt co a litio n  h a s  its  w a y , s e a t  
b e lt u s e  w ill b e c o m e  
m a n d a to ry  th ro u g h o u t 
A la sk a , a s  it  c u r r e n t ly  is  in  15 
o th e r  s ta te s .

’-W ith in  th e  n e x t few  
m on t/is , th e  is su e  w ill c o m e  
b e fo re  th e  s t a te  L e g is la tu re . 
W ith in  th a t  s h o r t  tim e , s e v e ra l  
A la sk an s  w ill b e  d e a d  a n d  
o th e r s  g ra v e ly  in ju re d , ju s t  
b e c a u se  th ey  fa iled  to  b u ck le  
up.

T h a t’s  w h e re  Sgt. T h o rn to n  
a n d  h e r  cousin , S ta ff  S g t.
C hery l C lay ton  of th e  21st 
T ryrtical F ig h te r  W ing S a fe ty  
O ffice, co m e  in.

“ A s O u tre a c h  C o m m itte e  
C h a irm a n  of th e  coa litio n , I 
hope  to  in c re a se  a w a re n e s s

*• a ro u n d  th e  s ta te  a n d  h e r e  o n  
. b a se . 'W e  a r e  s e ttin g  u p  

d is p la y s , exh ib its  In  lo c a l 
m a lls ,  d esig n in g  e d u c a tio n a l 
s t r a te g i e s  a t  th e  lo w e s t le v e l 
— S a n ta  w ill b e  a t  th e  S e a r s  
M all n e x t  w e e k  ta lk in g  a b o u t 

. s e a t  b e lts ,  g iv ing  th e  c h ild re n  
s t ic k e r s ,  w indow  s c r a p e r s  a n d  
o th e r  i te m s  w ith  one  b a s ic  
m e s s a g e  — b u ck le  u p  fo r  
s a f e ty ,”  sa id  th e  s e r g e a n t .

C lay to n  d ea ls  w ith  s e a t  b e l t  
s a f e ty  e v e ry  d a y  in  h e r  jo b  a s  
w in g  s a f e ty  te c h n ic ia n . “ M o st 
p e o p le  d o n ’t know  a n  a c c id e n t  
a t  30 m ile s  p e r  h o u r  IS 
id e n tic a l  to  fa lling  off a  fo u r  
s to r y  bu ild ing  on to  c o n c re te .

T h e  po licy  w ill b e  s t r ic t ly  
e n fo rc e d  on  b a se  th ro u g h  g a te  

■checks, sp o t c h e c k s  in  p a rk in g  
lo ts  a ro u n d  th e  b a se  a n d  o th e r  
m e a n s . I f  you  a r e  p u lle d  o v e r  
b y  a n  A ir  F o rc e  law  
e n fo rc e m e n t p a tro l, c h a n c e s  
a r e  th e  f i r s t  th ing  th e  o ff ic e r  
w ill c h e c k  is y o u r re s tra in in g  
d e v ic e , n o t y o u r  d r iv e r ’s  
lic e n se . .

So  b u ck le  up  on E lm e n d o rf . 
S o m e d a y , you m a y  b e  g lad  
you-d id .

Staff Sgt Frank Singleton 
is an Air Force journalist and 
editor of the Sourdough 
Sentinel, Elmendorf's base 
newspaper. For information 
concerning the Fiightline 
column or Air Force events 
and topics, call Singleton at 
552-2493, or write to him at 21st 
TFW, .Public Affairs, 
Elmendorf Air Force Base, 
Alaska 99504. * •
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FROM USA TODAY'S NATIONAL NEWS NETWORK

U . S ~  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  . t

9  L e t  s t a n d  o r  r e f u s e d  c a s e s :

T he co u rt le t  stand:

SEAT BELTS —  Illin o is  law  requ iring  the use  o f s e a t  belts. C ourt a f­
firm ed  an  Illinois co u rt ru ling  th a t th e  law  w as constitu tional^
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H i g h  c o u r t  r u l e s  

o n  s e a t  b e l t  u s e

' C o m p a r a t i v e  n e g l i g e n c e '  c o u l d  

i a f f e c t  m o n e y  a w a r d s  i n  c i v i l  s u i t s

s i

By Rosarme PaganoTtoMWrfcrr
Alaska's lilghest court has 

given motorists one more reason 
lo buckle up: Not wearing seat 
belts could cost you money.

The Supreme Court ruled that 
falling to wear seat belts In vehi­
cles equipped with them can be 
used to prove a motorist's own 
negligence for traffic accident 
Injuries.

In a personal Injury lawsuit, 
Juries may adjust a monclaty aw 
ard according lo each party’s re­
sponsibility.

The court's decision was Is­
sued Friday, It stemmed from 
the Anchorage case of diaries 
Hutchins, who had sued Robert 
Schwartz for Injuries suffered In 
ntwcxarcrash.

At Hutchins' trial, Anchorage 
Superior Court Judge Milton M. 
Souler allowed Jurors to hear tes­
timony that Hutchins had not 
been wearing a seat bolt. Later, 
the Judge tola Jurors to dlsrcgnrd 
that evidence.

In deciding on a money 
award, the Jury found that 
Hutchins was comparatively 
negligent for his Injuries, widen 
Included bruises, cuts and a bro­
ken toe. Jurors awarded him 
$1,937.09 In damages. Hutchins 
had asked for $250,000.

I  JUNEAU EMPWE. MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 16 .1900

He appealed by asking the Su­
preme Court lo find, among
other things, that Soutcr hnd ----------
made mistakes by Initially ad-. 
milling Ihe seat belt testimony | 
and then by denying Hutchins' 
request for a new trial or a ver­
dict other than the one Ihe Jury 
had reached.

In an opinion by Justice Allen |
T. Compton, the Supreme Court 
upheld tlie Jury's decision. Since 
the court decided comparative 
negligence can be shown when a 
motorist falls to wear seat belts, 
the Supreme Court also found 
Soutcr had made no error by al­
lowing jurors lo hear the seat 
bolt testimony.

Alaska Is among 2t states that 
have no law requiring adult's to 
wear seat belts. Lobbyists like I 
Frank Bickford, of the Alaska i 
Safety Belt Use Coalition, said 
Friday’s ruling could be useful In 
making the coalition's point that 
buckling not only saves lives but 
makes economic sense.
A-2—Dally News-Mlner, Fairbanks. Alaska 

SunoJY- September 14, 19841

Anchoraoe Dally News Sunday, September 14,1984

C o u r t  t i c s  s c a t  b e l t  

u s e  t o  n e g l i g e n c e

A l a s k a . S u p r e m e  j C o u r t  s a y s  n o t  w e a r i n g  s e a t  b e l t s  i s  n e g l i g e n t

, N o  s e a t  b e l t ®  

m e a n s s m a l  |

i n j u r y  c l a i m

p a r t iy - r e s p o n s ib ie  f o r l n f u r l e s

The Associated P(M̂
The Aliske Suprt'tof.^bUrrnilccT Friday 

tbit a motorist Involved In a traffic accident 
Is partially! responsible for Ids Injuries lf-he 
falls to wear a aeat belt.

The decision earae In jt9AntHorage casJrin 
which Charles Hulchlns aued Robert Schwartz 
for $27S,OOQ for Injuries Hutchins sustained 
when hli c*j and Schwartz’s coUldedriy/^Lsf 

HutchlnS suffered cuts on hit head, bruises 
on hli chest, knee and wrist, and a broken toe.

In personal Injury lawsuits, Juries may 
adjust a monetary' a*krdiscfar^f^lq:eac(i 
party's responsibility. * ' • "

The Jury decided Schwarts toas 80 percent 
negligent In causing the accident, and Hutch­
ins w u 40 percenl-negl|gent;'* It= awarded 
Hutchins $1,000 In damnges.'1'1'11 »rdt>n*v».»M 

•j During the trial, Superior Court Judge 
MUlon Souler allowed testimony thBt Hutch­
ins w u not wearing a seat belt. However, 
before tbe Jurors began their, deliberations, 
Souter ordered them to disregard the seatbelt
evidence. ........'?<•**»* "'M l'".

Hutchins'appealed the verdict, arguing th>t 
the seat belt testimony never should htye 
been allowed, • •

Clllng cues In Florida snd';?(Is(!oh»lni'V'T 
Alaska Supreme'Court said there Is a1 demon- 
strable link between wearing seat' bclti and 
minimizing Injuries.

"Automobile scddenlt are foreseeable,'! 
wrole Justice Allen Compton. "Therefore, If 
\mder the facts and circumstances of the case, 
a.reasonably prudthTperson would haverVised 
a seat belt and If plaintiff suffered' taord 
severe Injuries u  a  result of not wearlnf'a 
seat belt, then the Jury should be permitted to 
consider this factor In assessing damages.’’

The Supreme'Court ruled that Souter’S 
actions Involving the seat bell evidence were 
appropriate; « ' !, . '• *£ •
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A M E N D M E N T

Offered in the HOUSE By Cotten

TO: HB 167

Page 2, after line 6, insert a new subsection to read:

"(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a peace officer 

m a y . not stop or detain a person to determine compliance with (a) or 

(b) of this section, or issue a citation for a violation of (a) or (b) 

of this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop 

or detain the person other than for a violation of (a) or (b) of this 

section."

-1- 3 / 1 8 / 8 7
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D E A R  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ,

S I N C E R E L Y ,  

F R A N K  B I C K F O R D

SEATBELT LAWS



30. HB 167 (Cotten, et al) An Act relating to mandatory use of
safety devices in motor vehicles

A. State affiars, Judiciary

B . Status: House Floor

C. SA: CS - 4 do pass, 1 no rec

D. JUD: CS 4 do pass, 2 no rec, 1 do not pass

E. Testified:

1) Mark Johnson, EMS

2) Public Safety

F. Judiciary CS Sectional:

1) Sec 1: Repeals and reenacts safety belt law

a) Safety belts - new section

1> makes it illegal for anyone 16 or older to 
occupy a motor vehicle without wearing a safety belt

2> Makes it illegal for anyone to operate a motor

vehicle without wearing a safety belt (e.g. 14, 15 year-olds)

b) Child safety seats section - unchanged from
present

c) Exceptions - rural exemption removed 
1> emergency vehicles exempt
2> Mail & newspapers

3> Handicapped individuals may be exempted by the
commissioner

4> Vehicle not equipped w/belts
d) May not remove belts to avoid law

e) Secondary enforcement only - peace officer may 
not stop a motor vehicle to determine compliance with (a). 
(Primary enforcement still allowed for child seats)

2) Sec 2. Allows commissioner to exempt persons if use 
is impractical because of physical or midical conditions.

3) Sec 3. Penalties

a) for violation of (a) (seat belts) An infraction 
only, $15 fine max, no demerit points

b) violations of (b) child safety seats - same as 
present law - an infraction, max fine $300, max 2 demerit 
points, offender may provide proof of acquisition of child 
safety device and the court shall dismiss the citation, 
unless:

1> prior conviction 
2> prior bail forfeiture

3> Prior provision of proof of acquisition



T I T L E :  An Act relating to CONTACT: Fllen'Woore

mandatory use of safety devices

BILL NO: CS HB 167 (SA) DATE: April 1, 1987

In the Jurisdictions that have had the longest experience with safety bell 
use laws, it has been found that the greater the level of increase in 
seatbelt use, the greater tlie reduction in fatalities and serious injuries. 
Correspondingly, the more stringent the law, the higher the compliance.

The Committee Substitute (State Affairs) for House Bill 167 provides for 
"secondary" enforcement of the proposed safety belt statute as well as the 
existing child restraint statute. It is the position of the Highway Safety
Planning Agency that this weakens the extremely successful child restraint 
law. In fact, such a prevision may reverse the trend toward increased 
safety belt use that began about the time the child restraint law went into 
effect.

He recommend that the child restraint section [AS 28.05.095(b)J he extended 
to cover children up to age sixteen. Without this change, it would be 
possible tn issue a citation to a child as young as seven years old. We 
also recommend that the so-called secondary enforcement section be revised 
to include only adult belt use. Violation of the child restraint section 
WGuld remain a "primary" offense.

Finally, AS 28.05.099(a) reduces the fine for a violation of the child 
restraint law from a possible $300 to $15. We are neutral on this change, 
but we believe that Sec. 28.05.099(b), which provides for dismissal on 
proof of "correction", should be repealed if mail-in-bail for this offense 

established.

William R. Nix 
Actino Commissioner
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Offered: 3/2.3/87
Referred: Judiciary

5-0659B

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  C o t t e n ,  U lm e r ,
K o p o n e n ,  e t  a l .

IN  THE; HOUSE ^ BY THE STATE A FFA IR S  COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 1 6 7  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

IN  THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFT E EN T H  LEG ISLA TU RE - F IR S T  SE SSIO N r yr i r  i L L i u n  L i L u i o b n i u i v L  r x x w i  o l o j i u i i  > . n

A B IL L  ^  ~ ^ f r t *  1 /

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a n d a t o r y  u s e  o f  s a f e t y  d e v i c e s . "
\ /

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
■

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :
\  /

S e c .  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 .  USE OF SAFETY D EV IC ES R EQ U IR ED . ( a )  E x c e p t  a s
f

p r o v i d e d  i n  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  m ay  n o t  o c c u p y  a  m o t o r  

v e h i c l e  w h i f e .  i n  o p e r a t i o n ) u n l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  a  s a f e t y  b e l t .

( b )  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  ( c )  o f , t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a  d r i v e r  m ay  n o t  

t r a n s p o r t  a  c h i l d  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f ( s e v e i ?  i n  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  t h e  

d r i v e r  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a n d  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  e a c h  c h i l d  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  

t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  c h i l d  i s  l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  t h e  

c h i l d  s h a l l  b e  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  i n  a  c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  m e e t i n g  t h e

s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  a  y

^c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  f o r  i n f a n t s .  I f  t h e  c h i l d  i s  b e t w e e n  f o u r  a n d / 5’ ' ' '  ‘

y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  t h e  c h i l d  s h a l l  b e  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  i n  a  c h i l d  s a f e t y  

d e v i c e  a p p r o v e d  f o r  a  c h i l d  o f  t h a t  a g e  a n d  s i z e  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  i n  a  s e a t b e l t ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  a p p r o p r i ­

a t e  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c h i l d .

( c )  S u b s e c t i o n s  ( a )  a n d  ( b )  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t o

( 1 )  p a s s e n g e r s  i n  a J s c Y t o o l  b u ^  o r ]  a n  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e ;

( 2 )  a  v e h i c l e  o p e r a t o r  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  

d e l i v e r i n g  m a i l  o r  n e w s p a p e r s  f r o m  i n s i d e  t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  r o a d s i d e  m a i l  

o r  n e w s p a p e r  b o x e s ;
J

( 3 )  a  p e r s o n  o r  c l a s s  o f  p e r s o n s  e x e m p t e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  

u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ;  / o

HB0167B - 1 - s  CSHb 167 (SA)
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( 4 )  a  p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  s e a t b e l t s  u n d e r

( a )  o r  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  i s  n o t  e q u i p p e d  w i t h

s e a t b e l t s ;  o r  \

^  b  — ----------) a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  e x e m p t  u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 0 1 1 ( 1 1 ) .

( d )  A p e r s o n  m ay  n o t  r e m o v e  a  s e a t b e l t  f r o m  a  v e h i c l e  s o l e l y  t o  ----------------

6 b e  e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  ( c ) ( 4 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

7 ( e )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l a w ,  ^a p e a c e  o f f i c e r

8 m ay  n o t  s t o p  o r  d e t a i n  a ( p e r s o r i ~ f e b  d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  ( a )  o r

9 ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  o r  i s s u e  a  c i t a t i o n  f o r  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  ( a )  o r  ( b )

10 o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  u n l e s s  t h e  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  h a s  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  t o  s t o p

11 o r  d e t a i n  t h e j ^ p e r s o n j  o t h e r  t h a n  f o r  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  ( a )  o r  ( b )  o f  t h i s

12 s e c t i o n .  J l r - v J

13 *  S e c .  2 .  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ( a )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

14 ( a )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  m ay  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o

15 e x e m p t  a  p e r s o n  [C H IL D ] o r  a  c l a s s  o f  p e r s o n s  [C H IL D R E N ] f r o m  t h e

16 r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5  i f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e

17 u s e  o f  a  [C H IL D ] s a f e t y  d e v i c e  i s  i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  o f  p h y s i c a l  o r

18 m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o r  c l a s s  o f  p e r s o n s  [C H IL D ] .

19 *  S e c .  3 .  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

2 0  S e c .  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9 .  PENALTY. ( a )  A p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n

2 1  o f  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a ) , ( b ) ,  o r  ( d )  [ ( c ) ]  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a n  i n f r a c t i o n  a n d

2 2  m ay b e  f i n e d  u p  t o  $ 1 5 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r

2 3  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  m ay

24  b e  a s s e s s e d  d e m e r i t  p o i n t s  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t -

2 5  n i e n t , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) .

2 6  ( b )  A p e r s o n  w ho  v i o l a t e s  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  [A S 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a ) ]  b y

27  f a i l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  o r  s e a t b e l t  m ay  p r o v i d e  a

28  p e a c e  o f f i c e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  v i l l a g e  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r ,  p r o o f  o f  p u r c h a s e

29  o r  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  o f  a n  a p p r o v e d  c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e

CSHB 167(SA) -2- HB0167B
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1 o r  s e a t b e l t .  I f  t h e  p r o o f  i s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  i s s u -

2 a n c e  o f  a  c i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n f r a c t i o n ,  t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  d i s m i s s  t h e

3 c i t a t i o n  a n d  n o  p o i n t s  s h a l l  b e  a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n

4 u n l e s s  t h e  p e i s o n  h a s

5 ( 1 )  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h a t  s e c t i o n  b y

6 f a i l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  o r  s e a t b e l t ;

7 ( 2 )  b e e n  c i t e d  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e

8 o r  s e a t b e l t  a n d  h a s  f o r f e i t e d  t h e  b a i l  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  c i t a t i o n ;  o r

9 ( 3 )  p r o v i d e d  t h e  p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  o n  a

10 p r i o r  o c c a s i o n .

$
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B e lt  la w s  s p a r k  U .S , h e a lt h  t r

Safety belts save I
Safety-belt-use laws th a t cover 

a b o u t 139 m illion U.S. residen ts 
have created a  new class o f citizens 
—survivors.

T h e s e  a re  p e rso n s w ho  lived 
through traffic acciden ts because 
they w ere buckled up. A nd many 
w ere wearing safety belts because 
o f  b e lt-u se  law s p assed  by law ­
m akers concerned  about reducing 
the hum an and financial costs o f 
accidents.

Dr. B J .  Campbell, director o f the 
Highway Safety Research C enter at 
the U niversity o f North C arolina, 
says tha t, in 1983,400 A m ericans in 
e ig h t s ta te s  ow ed th e ir  lives to  
safety-belt laws during the first few 
m onths those laws were in force in 
their states.

Cam pbell studied the life-saving 
im pact o f safety-belt laws in effect 
during 1985 in Illinois, M ichigan, 
M issouri, N ebraska, New Jersey, 
N ew  Y ork , N o rth  C a ro lin a  an d  
Texas.

"O n e  o f the  new est an d  m ost 
p rofound  changes in U .S. m otor- 
vehicle transportation  history has 
taken place in the past two years 
w ith the enactm ent o f these laws. 
Before the belt laws, safety-belt use 
was less than 20 percent," he said.

Now belt use is in the 40 to 50 
percen t range in those states, and 
16 additional states have enacted  
belt-use laws.

“W hile this is a long way from the 
kind of com pliance everyone would'

SAVED  BY 'BELT : Police officerJRobin Kane's car was'struck in the rear1

ever been seen  before , and  it’s a 
d ram atic  and  ag reeab le  im prove­
m ent," he said.

' Cam pbell said by projecting his 
findings in those eight states to the 
en tire  nation , 2,000 to 2,500 lives 
cou ld  be  saved each  year. “A nd 
m ind you, tha t’s with seat-belt use 
a t  its  c u r r e n t level o f  40  to  50 
percen t,” he said.

If  safe ty -belt laws co v e red  all 
vehicles in the U nited S tates and

7,000 to 9,000 lives w ould be saved 
annually, he  said.

Po lice  O ffice r R o b in  K an e , a  
m e m b e r o f th e  S u ffo lk  C oun ty  
H ighw ay P a tro l, n e a r  N ew  York 
City, is one  o f the  new  b reed  o f 
survivors. She jo ined tha t new class 
April 20,1986 when she survived an 
a u to  a c c id e n t b e c a u se  sh e  w as 
wearing a  safety belt.
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