


§28.05.090 Alaska Statutes § 28.05.096

Collateral references. — 7A Am. Jur.
2d, Automobiles and Highway Traffic.

8§ 185 to 203.
@0 C.J.S. Motor Vehicles, $ 2(i.

Sec. 28.05.090. Citation form. IRepealed, 4 6 ch 178 SLA 1978.]

Sec. 28.05.091. Seizure of unsafe or defectively equipped vehi—
cle. A motor vehicle which isdriven on a highway or vehicular way or
area, and which has been determined to be defective in equipment so
as to be unsafe for driving, is an unlawful vehicle and may be
impounded by a peace officer or an employee of the department
officially designated for that purpose. The owner or person in lawful
possession of the vehicle shall pay the necessary costs of impounding
and storing the vehicle. The impounding of a vehicle is in addition to
any other pena 1y. Nothing in this section prevents the driving or
moving of a defective vehicle in the manner directed by the peace
officer or employee to a place for

1) the correction of a defect in the equipment;

W) dismantling or wrecking; or

(3) storage without repair. (S 6 ch 178 SLA 19781

Sec. 28.05.095. Child safely devices. IEffeclive June 8, 1985.1
(@) Except as provided in (b) of this section, a driver may not transport
a child under the age ofseven in a motor vehicle unless the driver has
provided and properly secured each child as described in this subsec—
tion. If the child is less than four years of age, the child shall be
properly secured in a child safety device meeting the standards of the
United States Department of Transportation for a child safely device
for infants. Ifthe child is between four and six years of age, the child
shall be properly secured in a child safety device approved for a child
ofthat age and size by the United States Department of Transportation
or in a seatbelt, whichever is appropriate for the particular child.

(b) Subsection (@) does not apply to

() a school bus or an emergency vehicle;

(@ a child or class of children exempted bv regulation under AS
28.05.096;

(3 a child required to be restrained by seatbelts under (@) of this
section if the motor vehicle is not equipped with seatbelts; or

(@ a motor vehicle exempt under AS 25.10.011 (1)

© A person may not remove a seatbelt from a vehicle solely to be
exempted under (B)(3) of this section. (81 ch 99 SLA 1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enaclmen*. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one  approved by the governor on June 8, 1984.

Sec. 28.05.096. Exemptions and alternative safety devices.
[Effective June 8,1985.] (&) The commissioner of public safety may
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3ILL SHEFFIELD. GOVERNOR
Robert J. Sundberg

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY Commissioner

DIVISION OF STATE TROOPERS %\?8&0&%%%3&?%9950'

March 3, 1986

Mr. Frank Bickford

Statewide Coordinator

Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition
319 Seward Street, #8

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mr. Bickford:

The Alaska State Troopers enforcement of a mandatory seat belt law will be
that enforcement incidental to other traffic stops in the normal course of
patrol as .msll as information developed in the course of traffic accident
investigations.

Sincerely,

Colonel Michael C. Kolivosky
Director
Alaska State Troopers

MCK/1In

cc:  Rep. M. Mike Millar
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BILL NO: HB 167 DATE: March 10, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to CONTACT: Ellen
mandatory use of safety devices

As many as 50% of traffic deaths and 65% of the injuries could be prevented
if all motorists wore the safety belt that has been required equipment -"n
every passenger vehicle manufactured since 1968.

Highway safety professionals have urged tUr" use of these devices through
public information and education programs for twenty years, and have had
only limited success in increasing their use.

Twenty-five states now require motorists to wear seatbelts. Each state
has experienced different levels of compliance and, as a consequence,
different rates of reduction in fatalities and injuries. The more
stringent the law and the more diligent the enforcement, the higher the
rate of usage that has been achieved and the greater the reduction in
fatalities and injuries. However, it must be pointed out that iagardless
of the emphasis placed on enforcement, usage rates have increased in every
state that has enacted seatbelt legislation of any kimT

The health and safety of its citizens are legitimate concerns of every
state government. The failure of most motorists to wear their safety
belts affects each of us e.ery time we renew our automobile insurance.
Automobile accidents are the largest single response category for
ambulance services. As many as 25% of all ambulance trips are to the
scene of injury-producing traffic accidents. Peace officers spend an
enormous amount of time investigating automobile accidents, especially
when injuries or deaths are involved. Hospital emergency rooms and
rehabilitation centers are among other direct services provided to victims
of automobile accidents. State and local governments directly fund these
activities. The indirect costs to-society are even greater in terms of
vitality and productivity lost and dependents added to the welfare roles.

The Department of Public Safety supports passage of this bill.

William R. Nix
Acting Commissioner



PAPER/Department o Health & Social Service”

POSITION

Positlon Paper /
House Bill No. 16V

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices.”

This act repeals and reenacts AS 28.05.095 to requwe that "a person ma¥

not occupy .a motor vehicle while In operation unless restrained by a safety
belt.” Children under 4 years old are re(iuwed to be In a U,S. Department
of Transpaortation EDOT) approved child sa etdy device, and children between
four and six must be In an approved safety device or secured by a seatbelt.

This bill would exempt school bus and emerﬂsncy vehicle Passengers from the
requirement, vehicle operators engaged In the delivery of mall "and others .

as determined by requlation wherea restraint Is Impractical for medica." or
other physical Conditions.

The Department of Health and Social Services strongly supports the passage
of this bill for the following reasons:

1) Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death. Injury and longterm
disabillty;

2) Numerous studies have shown that seat belts and other vehicle safety re-
straints substantially reduce the likelihood of death or Injury to motor
vehicle occupants Involved In crashes;

3) Efforts to educate the public about the benefits of seatbelts have
failed to convince the majority of vehicle occupants vo use them.

Background
Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for persons between 1

and 35 years of age. For teenagers, car crash fatalities outnumber the next
five causes of death comblined.

Nationally, over the East decade more than 450,000 persons have died on
America’s” highways. . Every ¥ec.f over 40,000 persons are killed In automobile
accidents In"the United States, and more than 300,000 people suffer moderate

to. severe and critical Injuries. Many of the Injured are young people who
will never work again for the rest of "their lives.

In Alaska, from 1980 through 1984, unintentional Injuries éacmdents) have
been the leading cause of ‘death. Motor vehicle crashes an drownln% have
been the chief Tauses of these deaths. In 1985 there were 127 deaths and
rlnorgh}hant&tooo Alaskans were Injured as a result of motor vehicle crashes
n this state.

According the Division of Insurance,. bod_ll%,l,n[]ury claims payments for
private passenger non-fleet automobile ltability ‘In Alaska totaled over six
million dollars In 1983 and was over e|ﬁht mil flon In 1984. These amounts
do not Include paid losses from other third partsé payers, such as Medicare,
Medicaid, General Relief Medical, Indian Health Service or Workers" Compen-
sation. Clearly, In addition to the unacceptable losses from premature
death and disabilities, motor vehicle crashes create a significant financial
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burden which Is shared by all citizens.

Worldwide, about 30 countries have mandated seat belt use. In Great Britain
seat belt use rose from about 407 to 90-95? with the passage of a mandatory
use law. At the same time, the number of Individuals trea ed In emergency
rooms as the result of motor vehicle crashes has droRp ed 157. There Were
also 15 to 207 fewer fatalities In the years since the passage of the law.

In Canada, four provinces have enacted mandatory seat belt use laws. The
effectiveness of these laws |n Increasing belt use has been shown to be
dependent on the degree to which they are enforced. In provinces where
strict enforcement has been practiced belt use has been as high as 807?.
Deaths due to motor vehicle crashes have declined 11?7 and Injuries 67 In
provinces with mandatory use laws.

In this country, twenty-five states aid_the District of Columbia now have
mandatory belt use laws. New York wes The first_state to pass sych a law,
Seatbelt use there has ranged from 397 to 767. These use rates have resulted
In about a 97 drop In motor vehicle crash fatalities.

|t Is clear that the use of seat belts can reduce the number of deaths and
dlsab|I|t|es due to motor vehicle crashes. A mandatory seat belt use law
Wou go far to achieve this goal. and complement existing traffic safety
glsanon reqardlng driving “while Intoxicated, maximuni speed limits, ‘and
| ICensing requirements.

Posltlon
The Department of Health and Social Services stron(TJIy Rports this bill

because It can result In decreases In the number of deaths, disabilities
and Injuries caused by motor vehicle crashes.

Recommended by:
Division of Public Health

Date:

Approved by: A

Munson C mm|55|one17’
W%rtment of Heath and
Soma Services



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 SEWARD ST. #8
JCNEAU. ALASKA 99801
907-586-1400
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R- RESOLUTION
L-LETTER

ALASKA NURSES ASSOCIATION-R

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY ENGINEERS/AK. CHAPTER-R
mnrT trm cF-sF tw -0

MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNKDRIVING/JUNEAU CHAPTER-R
ALASKA TREATMENT CENTER-R

ALASKA REVIEW BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM-R

ALASKA ADVISORY BOARD ON DRUG ABUSE-R

HUMANA HOSPITAL/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE-L

NORTH STAR COUNCIL ON AGING-R

ALASKA DENTAL SOCIETY-R

ALASKA COUNCIL ONPREVENTION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG -
ABUSE-R

ALASKA STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION-L

ALASKA LUNG ASSOCIATION-R

BLUE CROSS OF WASHINGTON AND ALASKA-L

ARCO ALASKA-L

JUNEAU RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION-R

ALASKA HEALTH EDUCATION CONSORTIUM-R

HIGHWAY USERS FEDERATION OF ALASKA-R

ALASKA STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AUXILIARY-R
STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON EMERGENCY MEDICAL -
5ERVICES-R

DIRECTORS: FEDERAL SAFETY & HEALTH - sEATBEIt LAWs
COUNCIL/SOUTHCENTRAL ALASXA-R s
HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF ALASXA-R

SOURDOUGH ADVENTURES-R

MORRISON - XNUDSEN CO -R

ALASKA ACADEMY OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS-R



SEATBELT LAWS

ALASSKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 SEWARD ST. #8
%leNEAU. ALASKA 99801

7-586-1400

3/6/67 -THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION ENDORSES HB
167, REQUIRING SAFETY BELT USE IN PASSENGER VEHICLES. HB
167 WAS INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE SAM COTTEN AND HAS
11 CO-SPONSORS REPRESENTING DEMOCRAT AND REPUBLICAN

LEGISLATORS.

3/10/57 - IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS THE COALITION HAS
COLLECTED OVER 2,500 SIGNATURES IN SUPPORT OF A
MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAW IN ALASKA. THE SIGNATURES WERE
GATHERED AT THE FUR RENDEZVOUS BOOTH EXHIBIT
FAIR/ANCHORAGE, THE SOLDOTNA/PENINSULA CENTER MALL
FAIR, THE WORLD OF WHEELS CAR SHOW/ANCHORAGE, AND THE

IDITAROD DAYS FAIR/WASILLA.

3/67 -MICHIGAN TRAFFIC FATALITY RATE DROPPED DURING
1966. MICHIGAN S TRAFFIC FATALITY RATE RELATIVE TO THE
NUMBERS OF MILEAGE DRIVEN WAS THE LOWEST IN HISTORY
DURING 1966, ACCORDING TO THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE WHO

CREDITED THE STATE"S SAFETY BELT USE LAW.

SAFETY BELT USE LAW NOTES -

* BELT USE LAWS MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO BUCKLE UP WHO
OTHERWISE WOULD RT. BELT USE LAWS CAUSE FEWER MOTORISTS
TO KILL OR INJURE OTHERS. BELT USE LAWS RESULT IN BELT USE
HABITS THAT CAN PREVENT DRIVER LOSS OF CONTROL BY HOLDING
THE DRIVER IN PLACE BEHIND THE WHEEL.

*O0THER SIMILAR TRAFFIC SAFETY LAWS PROTECT MOTORISTS
AND OTHERS, SUCH AS SPEED LIMITS, DRINKING AND DRIVING AND
DRIVER LICENSING. SAFETY BELT USE LAWS ARE CONSISTENT
WITH THESE AND OTHER LAWS.
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- THREE STATES VITH SAFETY BELT LAVS REPORT THAT NEARLY

/0 PERCENT OF THEIR DRIVERS AND FRONT SEAT PASSENGERS BUCKLE OP. IN

C-O'NNIEC-rTiH @ g fg. BELT USE HAS AVERAGED 66 PERCENT. IN5E2& S, 186
FEVER PEOPLE DIED IN TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS DURING THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF

THE LAV THAN THE YEAR BEFORE. BELT USE INCREASED IN TEZAS FROM 15

PERCEHT BEFORE THE LAV TO 66 PERCENT SINCE THE LAV TOOK EFFECT IN
SEPTEMBER. 1905- 22A£7A22 HAS SEEN COMPLIANCE AVERAGE 66 PERCENT,

UP FROM_34 PERCENT BEFOR THE LAV TOOK EFFECT IN DECEMBER, 1986.

DURING THE FIRST NINE MONTHS OF THE SAFETY BELT LAV,

FATALITIES DROPPED BY 11.6 PERCENT.

(MMLHASJsa aa® m/mam gaaeaag sej

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 SEWARD ST. #8
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

907-586-1400



ALASKA PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH SURVEY

Prepared For

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

January, 1987

By HeUenthal and Associates, Inc,



LAW REQUIRING SAFETY BELTS FOR ALL VEHICLE OCCUPANTS
BY
POLITICAL AND GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you for or against a
safety belt law?

Frequency. For Against

STATE HOUSE DISTRICTS:

1 19 83.2% 16.8%
2 12 72.4% 27.6%
0 102 65.7% 34_3%
4 28 68.7% 31.3%
5 19 49 _8% 50.2%
6 6 35.7% 64.3%
7 42 52._6% 47 4%
8 109 60.5% 39.5%
9 a1 67.3% 32.7%
10 126 70.2% 29.8%
n 88 58.9% 41.1%
12 85 68.6% 31.4%
13 86 59.1% 40.9%
14 96 68.9% 31.1%
15 98 65.1% 34.9%
16 106 69.4% 30.6%
17 19 74 3% 25.7%
18 41 53.0% 47 .0%
19 19 73.3% 26.7%
20 69 46.1% 53.9%
21 51 61.8% 38.2%
22 9 65.3% 34.7%
23 8 77.5% 22.5%
24 9 76.9% 23.1%
25 9 100.0%

26 10 68.2% 31.8%

27 116 65.7% 34.3%



PAGE 2

Are you for or against a
safety belt law?

Frequency Eqc Aginsl...

AREAS OF ALASKA:

Southeast 74.0% 26.0
Sitka 65.7% 34.3
Cordova-Kenai-S. Anc. 48.3% 51.7
Anchorage 65.0% 35.0
MatSu 69.4% 30.6
Greater Fairbanks 56.8% 43.2
Rural Alaska 77.7% 22.3
Kodiak 65.7% 34.3
TOTAL ROW PERCEINT 65.1% 34.9

STATE VIDE RESULTS

In total, 1473 Alaskan adults were interviewed between January 8th and
17th, 1987.

Question -Are you for or against a safety belt law?

Response -For: 65.1%, Against:34.9%

Question - If Alaska passed a safety belt use law would you say that you
would always wear a safety belt, would wear one most of th. time, would
sometimes wear one, would hardly eve. wear one, or would never wear one?
Response - Always wear a safety belt: 62.1% ,Wear safety belt most of the
time -22.6%, Sometimes wear a safety belt:8.0%, Hardly ever wear a safety
belt:3.8%, Never wear a safety belt 3.5%.
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March 9, 1987

SUBJECT: fety Belt U E ff F Sh ted
[S)\{;1 M/tioneaﬁ H?gh %\35 Traef%c %Carfetyeﬁdmln ra {gn

Briefly, the NHTSA report highlights the following:
J SérgﬁesaDveé:gm(Pug t1(§)8éBEJ(f_SSeptember 1986, 1058 lives have

b

J r the first six months of 1986 if the fatalit)(_
hange In state W|thout SBULs are vsed to estimate
Jat would have happened in the use law séates it they
had not had use laws, then these data produce an.
estimate th?t SEfULs were 11.5 percent effective in
preventing fatalities.

» Safety be e cap_reduce r|sk of serious or fatal
|njury|e \o Sto 50 percent,

« Belt use in post law states average™, about 45 percent.



SAFETY BELT USE LAWS FACT SHEET
January 1987

SAFETY BELT USE LAWS

In July 1984, Nev York State enacted the first safety belt use law in the
S, Combined with Secretary Dole's initjative on automatic occupant
protection, this began a wave of legislative action that resulted in the
enactment of belt use laws 1., 26 States and the District of Columbia.

Each of these laws has" as its goal the reduction in deaths and mg)urles in
motor vehicle crashes, This fdct sheet presents information on how effective
these laws have been in achieving that goal.

The total life savings attributable to a safety belt use law are a function of
both the effectiveneSs of safety belts in reducing fatalities and injuries and
the degree to which motor vehicle occupants actudlly use their safety belts.

Field studies of a wide variety of motor vehlcle crashes hoth here and
overseas, consistently indicate thac, when used, sa ety bets can reduce the
risk of fatal or serious injuries by between 10 and 5 gree of use
vafies jn res onfe t(f passage of a_ use law. While cases eX|st abroad where
safety belt evels In excess of %% ave been sustained, there are also
Instances Where enactment of u?e laws has n?t been follcx-ed by any substantial
Increase in belt use. Currently, safety b tusa e mstates that have passed
use laws averages about 45%. Usage varies wid ey however. States with usage
In excess of 7% are adjacent to States where usage does not exceed 40%.

This fact sheet Presents an estimate of the number of lives that have been
saved as a result of compliance with safety belt use laws. These estimates
are obtained throu%h the ‘use of time serigs analyses as WeII as comparisons of
motor vehicle front seat occupant fatalities occurrtng{ ter the enactment of
a law with those levels during similar periods prior 1o the law's enactment.
The fact sheet also presents information on safety belt use law performance
for 1985 and for the first six months of 1

ESTIMATES OF SAFETY BELT USE |AW PERFORMANCE

The National H| way Trathc Safety Administration's hfational Center for
Statistics and na ysis_has made estimates of the fatality reductions due to
safety belt use aws These estimates are based on information from the Fatal

Accident Reporting System (FARS).

0  FARS contains information on the number of front seat passenger vehicle
occupant fatalities.



These fatalides in States during the months in which the safety belt use
lav was In effect have been compared to fatalities durm?_ the same months
In Prevmus years v_vhfn the law was n?_t in effect. Adﬂ| |onall};, front
seat passenger vehicle o%ugant atalities n State% that did not have a
safety belt“use law In etfect during any year have been compared so that
a fatality trend can be established’

0 A percentage reduction in front seat passenger vehicle occupant
faptalltlesg can be calculated lising thp|s datga. d

LIVES SAVED DUE TO SAFETY BELT USE LANS

By aggregating .all the from seat passenger vehicle occupant fatalities that
have occlrred™ in States since their belt use laws became effective, it is
possible to estimate the lives saved due to these laws.

0 Based on_the data available, safety belt use law performance is estimated
at Thai)/ls, occupant fatalities in Passenge vehicles have been
reduced by LOin States that passed use laws.

0 Passage of safety belt use laws wiil save ljves. More importantly once

a |-'Wis passed;, it will continue to save lives.

0 A estimate of the lives saved across the nation due to the passage of |
safer’ belt use laws since the first safet ﬁoelt law became |Oeffecgnve in

New York in December of 1984 1s presented below:

Lives Saved Due to

, _ Safety Belt Use Laws Total Lives Saved
Tire- Period During this Period Due to Safety Belt Use Laws
December 1984 [ [
January "85 - June 185 49 50
July 133 - December '85 223 219
January '86 - September 86 9 1058

SAFETY r-ELT USE LAW PERFORMANCE IN 1985

In 1%85, eight States had safety belt use lawb in effect for at least 3
months. A minimum of 3 months ‘is necessary to ensure that the effects of use
lews car. be assessed.

0  FAFS data from these States were used to estimate the effects of safety
belt use laws on front seat gass%n?er vehicle occuPan fatalities.
NHTSA's estimate is that safety belt use laws resulted in a P reduction
of these fatalities in 1985.



MANDATORY USE LAW PERFORMANCE IN 1986

As of December 1986, FARS has sufficient fata.'ity counts for the first 6
months of 1986 to make estimates of safety belt ‘use law effects on front seat
passenger vehicle occupant fatalities.

0 Front seat passenger vehicle occupant fatal'.ties decreased hy an .
estimated %/o %n tates which |dUpnot have a sa??ty belt Hsey_law in effect
r

tltg)%Gflrst hal o} 1985 but had a law In effect for all the first half of

0 In contrast, fatalities in the front seats of passenger vehicles
increased by an estimated b among States which had™ not implemented a
safety belt "use law by the end of"the first half of 1986.

o If the fatality changes in States without safety belt use laws are used
to estimate vhat would have happened in the use law States if they had
not had use laws, then these data produce an estimate that safety” belt
use laws were 11% effective in preventing fatalities.

0 Using time series analysis covering the cumulative time period from
Januarg 35 through Séptember '86, safety belt use laws are estimated to
have resulted ina M reduction in fatalities.

Based on all available data and analyses, mandatory use law performance
IS estimated at %

MANDATORY USE LAW LEGISLATION

Be([;inni_ng with New York in December 198"
Columbia” have passed mandatory belt use la
dates are presented below:

State Effective Date S
New York 12/01/84
New Jersey 3/01/85
llinois 7/01/85 _
Michigan 1101/85 Ohir
Texas™ o 9/01/85 Wfsh
NebrasV 9/06/85 Flor
Missou'i . 9/28/35 lowa
North Carolina 11/01/85 Kans
District of Loul

Columbia 12/12/85 ldah //U1/80
Hawal | 12/16/85 Marxland 7/01/86
California 1/01/86 Minnesota 8/01/86
connecticut 1/01/86 Oklahoma 2/01/87
Massachusetts* 1/01/86 Indiana 7/01/87

*SAFETY BELT LAW WAS RESCINDED BY A 11/4/86 REFERENDUM VOTE



September 24, 1986

I
SUBJECT: Analysis of NTSB Study

Should Rear Seat Occupants Wear Lap Belts? - An Analysis of the NTSB study
On August 11 the National Transportation Safety 3oard (NTS3) held a press conrerence
to.report on a"new study*w:Lth startling and disquieting news: that rear seat
occupants of automobiles may have more serious injuries in crashes if they wear
lap type seat belts than if they remain totally unrestrained. NTSB staff were
quick to point out that their study was based on a very small sample - only 26
frontal crashes - and that their comments were meant to.apply to persons wearing
lap belts and not to those wearing lap belt - shoulder harness conbinattions which,
they noted, are considerably more effective than are lap belts alone.

Nonetheless the cautions urged by NTSB have been overlooked and some people
have questioned the value of all seat belts, although NTSB had in fact pointed out
that even their conclusions about lap belts alone may be premature, .given the minute
site of their sample. With this in mind I have read through the entire NTSB report,
including information about each of the 26 crashes studied, to try to determine
to what extent this study meets scientific standards for research.

I. must conclude that this is one of the least aaaquate studies | have ever
reviewed as an epidemiologist. Were it submitted to any of the major refereed
scientific journals in this -field 1 strongly suspect it would be rejected because
"of th”extremely poor research design. These design issues are the followingi

1. There were important biases in the selection process. In 1984 there were
330,000 head on crashes alone reported in the U.S. plus many more than these that
were Tront end crashes at an angle. Out of these several hundred thousand crashes
NTSB; chose 26 to study. These were not chosen at random. Rather, all had to *ce
a) tow away crashes, b) not inherently nonsurvivable, c) front end collisions, d)
involving at least one occupant who was wearing a lap belt, and €) brought to the

attention of NTSB field staff. Regarding the last of these criteria che Teport

not”” that "“£tel sev" al “bre up involving rear seat lap bales, it

Ts-16/0!1fetd, 17dg;0.P?sflt”™™<Ce £ UP 3el“c 10 26 ?c =<2 Crashes."Rsport } MSB/



was decided to alert the field investigators to look especially carefully at-
potential cases involving occupants restrained in the rear seat (as distinct troa

the earlier, acre general criterion of 3at least one occupant in the vehicle using

a seat belt")." It is not clear from this statement - and probably unknown to the

researchers - to what extent this selection policy resulted® in substantial biases

toward more severe-cases of injury in persons wearing lapbelts.

The crashes in this study not only weren®ttypical;they were even more

severe than fatal Vermont crashes. A total of 139 persons were in the 26 vehicles

in this study. Only 7 of them were uninjured, representing far more serious

crashes than one sees typically. In fact, for comparison | reviewed 26 consecutive

fatal crashes in Vermont. In those crashes there were only 63 occupants, 15 of
whom had no injuries at all, despite the fact that some of the Vermont .fatals had
so much vehicle destruction that they were nonsurvivable for those who died.

Thus,

NTSB crashes that supposedly were survivable turned out to be more severeon

.average than even the most severe crashes ir Vermont.

3. Almost half the data for this study came from.only 8 crashes. Fortyfive

percent of the 139 occupants were in only 8 vehicles further compromisinganal-

ready grossly inadequate study size and design.

! J One vehicle had 14- occupants

1 wer
r

One vehicle had 13"-occupants - one adult and 12 children ages 2 to 7

One vehicle had 7 occupants
Three vehicles had 6 occupants each

Two vehicles had 5 occupants each

If NTSB was urging caution because they had studied only 26 crashes, how much mbre

caution should they have urged since almost half their cases came from only 8

crashes? «

o~ * stli7 that Un

h arne, .~ hln a tlo m a r .

- -<F overwhelming "ority of che M .y seer belt
studies Since the eerly 1950s hsve shown thee Up belts ssve lives by preventing
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occupant ejection, but that they do not reduce the severity of those injuries that
do occur. In contrast lap-shoulder harness combinations reduce not only the fre-
quency of death but markedly reduce the severity of injury as well. Overall one
can expect a 252 reduction of all injuries, a 40-50% reduction of severe injuries
and a 60-75% reduction of fatal injuries. As seen in the accompanying chart by
Campbell and Reinfart, in only three studies (all with small samples) out of the

42 they examined were seatbelts found not to be of benefit, and the larger studies
all, showed substantial benefit.

Despite the hundreds of well designed studies that document the benefits of
seatbelts in saving lives, and of lap-harness combinations in saving lives and
reducing injury severity, the NTSB study not only suggested that lap belts were less
protective than being totally unrestrained; it also" suggested - despite the comments
by NTSB to the contrary - that one was no better off with a lap-harness combination
than with no restraint at all (Table 1). For all of the reasons noted above, |1
strongly believe that this strange conclusion was asreflection of the peculiar
way the sample was chosen rather than a true finding that lap-harness combinations

are not useful. They are extremely useful when compared to being unrestrained.
. What Can One Conclude?

1, For the reasons noted above, no conclusions of ariy"sort can be reached

from thg NTSB study because-Che study design and the sémplersize do not meet"scien-
tific criteria for valid research®. One does not set public policy based on 26
crashes, much less 8 crashes, all of which were*carefully chosen so that they
ewould-be severe.
2. Based on many other studies, it does seem appropriate to conclude that.:

a) lap-shoulder -combinations are useful both in reducing frequency and

severity of injury while lap belts alone reduce frequency of fatality
but not of injury,



b) in a minority of cases lap belts do cause injuries, but their
benefits still substantially outweigh their drawbacks
¢) Whenever possible installation and use of lap-shoulder combinations
is«,preferable to lap belts alone, including in the rear seat.
d) Use of either lap-shoulder combinations or lap belt alone is pre- _
ferable to* being unrestrained.
lian A. Waller, M.D., MP.H.

Ju
Professor of Medicine
The University of Vermont



100 = 75 50 25 . 0 Injury Increase

Injur Reducfion O
J gelt Effect (00) '

Source: Adapted from B.J. Campbell and D.W. Reinfun, "The Decree of Benefit of
Belts in Reducing Injury: An Attempt to Explain Study Discrepancies,” (Wirrendale,
Pa.: Society of Automotive Engineers, SAE Technical Paper Series 790684, 1979).
Reprinted with permission, copyright O 1979 Society of Automotive Engineers, Inc.

Figure 7-1; Conclusions and Margins of Error in Studies of Effective-
ness of Passenger Restraints in Reducing Injuries and Fa-
L taliries.

Figure 7-1 shows how the size of samples
affects the conclusion reached in studies of the effectiveness of occupant
restraints in reducing injury and death.* The high peaks represent highly
believable results involving large samples that have a very narrow margin
of error. The low flat peaks involve small samples, and consequently have
a much greater margin of error. This difference in sample size 1s one
reason why studies have described seatbelts as anywhere from totally
ineffective to over 75 percent effective in reducing injury. Another
reason, apparent from this figure, is that 'seatbelts are more effecdve in
reducing serious and fatal injuries than in reducing minor ones. Thus,
the conclusion of *success" or “failure" depends on the care taken in
initially defining the program goals and objectives. If the sought-after
end point is to reduce all injuries, the effectiveness of seatbelts will be
less FZS percent) than if the goal is defined as reducing serious and fatal
injury (50 percent reduction) or fatal injury only (65 percent decrease).



ABBREVIATED INJURY SCALE

preeereerrinnneeeeens Qe "'V 4 TA

Unrestrained 7% 35 30 19 9 1C0%
Lap/Shoulder 6% 38 31 9 16 100%

(N=32)

X2 = 2.204 df = 4 p= .698

This conclusion is contrary to almost alii prior studies of lap/shoulder belt

EFFECTIVENESS.

NBSNE

TABLE 1



Summary of Analysis of NTS3"s "Safety Study. Performance of Lap Belts in 26

Fatal Crashes." (NTSB/SS-36/03, 1986)

trrSB*s recent report on lap belt performance alleges that in frontal crashes persons
wearing lap belts alone may have more severe injuries than do totally unrestrained
persons. Analysis of this report reveals the following:

X. Xt was based on only 26 frontal crashes, all towavay.and involving at
least one lap seatbelt wearer with emphasis on rear seatbelts, and all brought to
th attention of NTSB regional staff,.through a process that may have- had selection
biases.

2. Only 7 of the 139 vehicle occupants were uninjured, representing far more
persons per crash and far higher percentage of injured persons per crash than
are typically found. In fact by comparison in 26 consecutive fatal Vermont crashes
there were only 6J occupants, 1S of whom were uninjured. mm

3. While the report is based on 26 crashes, 45% of the 139 occupants were in
fact in only 8 of these crashes. One vehicle had 14 occupants, another 13 (12
of whom were under age 8), another 7 occupants, while 3 had 6 persons each and 2
had 5 persons each. |If it is unwise to base public policy on only 26 crashes, .how
much more unwise is it to do so basgd largeJdy®on 8 crashes?

4. Although NTSB staff argued that lap-shoulder harness combinations are better
than being unrestrained the actual data in thispoorly designed study do not support
%heir -statements. The distributions of injury severity (AIS) for the g?kunfeétrainee
occupants and the 32 occupants with lap-shoulder belts were not significantly
different (p*».7). Thisagain is thought to be. a reflection of the flawed study
design rather than of a true lack of difference between belted andunbelted persons.

5. In conclusion the defects in study design are such as to warrant that no

conclusions at all be drawn from this study either -for frontal crashes or for *any

other types of crashes.
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Dear Jim:

The H| hwa Users Federation wishes to comment on
recent stu yr ort "Performance of Lao Belts In 26 Fr
Crashes" (NTSB/SS-86/03).
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The Federation is encouraged, by the report's finding that lap/

shoulder belts are effectiv e However, the higher safety factor of
ISp7shoulder belts should not be allow ed to detract from the fact
that being=hucklad. up._even in a lap_ bel.t_.is .far...safer than riding
The inference drawn by some interpreters of the Board's report
that back seat assengers are better off unbelted cregtes extre elg
unfortunate doubts about safety belt values. This inflicts harm t
the . natmnwhde safety belt effort. For this reason, we believe that
It is Incumbent on the Board to place the report's findings in prop-

er perspective.

We pbelieve that the motoring public deserves to know the Safety
Board acknowledges in its own report that:

0 The study deals with only one type of accident, the frontal
crash. [nasmuch” as passen%er car [> mpn Delta) frontal crashes
account for about 25 percent of al towaway crashes, th result
included in your study cannot be transferred to the general accident

expenence

0 Lap belt benefits in m|n|m|2|nq occupant eaectmn in
rollover and side-impact crashes cannol be assessed by analyzing
frontal crashes alone.

\zz The small size of the sample in the study "means that no
statistically valid conclusion can be drawn from™it."

. 0 The Board states that the cases |nve?t| ﬁed |q this
prolect are not reg esentative of the range of real-world accidents
and, th erefore the findings are not necessarily representative of
overall lap belt performance.

0 The Board states, "...it may be that if sufficient, accurate
data Were available on [ap belt performance in crashes, it would be
shown that lap belts reduce crash losses to a greater extent than
the y increase them.

Unfortunately, these qualifications have not been made clear or
emphasized In the’release of the report, a serious inadequacy that
requires the Safety 3oard's immediate attention.

e feel the Board publlc bod aé)pomted by the President
0f the Unlted States, has the obligatio to correct the mis-

interpretations of the study bemg made by the news media and the
public without delay.

Sincerely,

Lester 7. Lamm
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Safety pelts

Safcly-belt-use laws that cover
about 159 million U.S. residents
have created a new class of citizens
—survivors.

These are persons who lived
through traffic uccide is because
they were buckled up. And many
were wearing safely bells because
of bclt'Use laws passed by law-
makers concerned about reducing
the human und financial costs of
accidents.

Dr. B.J. Campbell, director of the
Ilrghwuy Safety Rescurch Center at
the University of North Caroliup,
says that, in 1985,400 Americans in
eight slates owed their lives to
safety-belt laws during the first few
months those luws were in force in
their siutcs.

Campbell studied the life-saving
impact of safety-belt laws in effect
during 1985 in Illinois, Michigan,
Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey,
New York, Norm Carolina and
Texas.

"One of the newest and most
profound changes in U.S. molor-
vchiclc transportation history has
taken place in the past two years
with tile enactment of these laws.

Before the belt luws, safety-belt use
was less than 20 percent,” he said.

Now belt use is in die 40 to 50
percent range in those stutes, und
16 additional states have enacted
bclt-usc laws. m

"W lule iltis isa long wuy from the
kind of compliance everyone would
like to see, it'smuch higher than has

/a) jJrJu. VA'ifeo Zyv/er

tre n d

SAVED BY BELT: PojLe"pffiger Robinkane'd car vya*ttojpkin thy rear whjl? she was on duty,

ever been seen before, and its a
dramatic und agreeable improve-
ment,” he said.

Campbell said by projecting his
findings in those eight states to the
entire nation, 2,000 to 2,500 lives
could be saved each year. "And
mind you, ihut's with seut-bell use
ut its current level of 40 to 50
percent,” he suid.

If safety-belt laws covered al!
vehicles in the United States and
everyone obeyed the laws, al least

7,000 to 9,000 lives would be saved
annually, he said.

Police Offioer Robin Kane, a
member of the Suffolk County
Highway Patrol, neur New York
City, is one of the new breed of
survivors. She joined that new class
April 20,1986 when she survived an
uuto accident because she was
weuring a safety belt..

Kune was in her patrol car,
parked on the median of the Long

Island Expressway monitoring
traffic, when it was stntck in the rear
by an auto traveling ut about 60
mph. The car that hit Kane's was
being driven by a drunken driver.

After the crush, Kane unfastened
her safety bell und was pulled from
(he auto by emergency personnel.

"The trunk of the patrol cur wasj
pushed all the way to the buck of!
(he front seut, but my safety bell

Please see next page

uMvVé&urty
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Continued from page 1

held me in place and kept me from

being more seriously injured,"” Kune
said.

“1 have worn a safely belt
regularly for years and with the
volume of traffic on our roads today,
anyone who doesn’t buckle up—und
encourage their friends and family
to do the same—is a fool.’1

Public information und grassroots
education provided by state coali-
tions and organizations such as
Thiffic Safely Now, Inc. (TSN) have
helped puss belt laws. TSN isa non-
profit organization committed to
increasing the use of safety bells to
save lives und reduce injuries in the
USA.

wo short years, the stute
coalitions have formed the nucleus
of an effective grassroots effort to
pass safety-belt laws,” said Charles
L. Spilinun, president of TSN. "It is
inspiring to work with such dedi-
cated people.”

As more motorists buckle up
because of safety-belt luws, fewer
people are being injured in acci-
dents und the cost to society of
traffic accidents is going down,
Spilman said.

According to the Nati"’nal High-
way Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), 22,000 drivers and front-
seat passengers died in traffic
accidents during 1984, the latest
year for which complete data are

available.
The cost of all accideuts was

about 542 billion, according to
NHTSA. Tliut figure includes die
cost of insurance expenses, produc-
tivity losses, legal and court costs
and medical expenses.
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he case for requiring safety belt

use Is holstered by the success of

legislation around the world. Au-

stralia has the longest track re-

cord for belt use legislation and
Its benefits. The effect of compulsorr_ bell
use In Australia In 1972 was a dramatic re-
duction In Injuries and fatalities.

During the first two post-leglslallion
years, there was a 30 percent reduction In
eye Injuries; facial Injuries were reduced by
half and spinal Injuries by a third. A drop
of more than 50 percent was documented
In the number of drivers admitted to hos-
pitals per 1,000 vehicles on the road.
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CHANGES INUSAGE RATES UNDER «
MANDATORY SEATBELTUSELAWS
(Solactod Countries)

|&fthdBefore

More than a decade has passed since belt
use became mandatory throughout Au-
stralia. Belt wearing Is now around 80 per-
cent overall. As a result. It Is conservatively
estimated that vehicle occupant deaths have
been reduced by 20 percent and serious In-
juries by 30 percent.

After the enactment of Hie 1975 belt use
law lit Sweden, the frequency of severe and
fatal Injuries was reduced by 45 percent for
driversand 67 percent for passengers while
bell use rose to 85 percentl

The most recent nation to enacta bell use
law was Great Britain where the law went
IntoeffectonJamiarySl. 1983.

In the 12-inonth period prior to the law,
there were 2,058 fatalities and 26.541 seri-
ous Injuries to front seat occupants of pas-
senger cars and light vans. In the succeed-
ing year with the law In effect, belt use
jumped to 95 percent from the previous 40
percent, fatalities declined by 23 percent
and serious Injuries by 26 percent.



TEN GOOD REASONS
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One thing alone can save 35 lives a year, reduce the hardship and
costs of over 600 injuries, save $5 million worth of lost labor, and
decrease economic josses associated with highway death and injury
alone by as much as $13 million: WEARING THE SEATBELTS ALREADY IN OUR
CARS.

These facts are just four of the reasons Alaska needs a lav/
requiring seathelt use. Although a major purpose of a Alaska seatbelt
use law would be to promote the safety of drivers and passengers using
their seathelts, such a law would also;

promote the safety of street and highway travelers other
than seathelt users;

promote the public welfare and safety by reducing highway
deaths and injuries and public expenditures.

In other words, if Alaska requires seatbelts to be worn —
everyone can benefit!

The questions and answers are the good reasons why we NEED a
seatbelt law in Alaska!

IQ — How may people are killed in traffic accidents in Alaska

annually?

A — In 1985 there were 127 traffic accident fatalities.
This number includes pedestrians, motor vehicle drivers
and passengers, bicyclists and motorcyclists.

20 — How many people are injured in traffic accidents?

A — Over 7,500 drivers, passengers, pedestrians and cyclists
were injured in 1985.
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What is the estimated economic loss to Alaskans ftom traffic

accident deaths and injuries annually?

A — The cost of all motor vehicle accidents, excluding
%gg)erty damage-only crashes, exceeded $82 million in

How many of the people killed were occupants of passenger cars?

A — Of the 127 7people killed in Alagka traffic accidents in
1985, 100 (79%) were drivers and passengers of cars.

How many of the people killed were occupants of passenger
cars?

A — Of the 7,500 traffic accident injuries, 73 percent
(5,500) were to occupants of passenger cars.

What is the annual cost of passenger car occupant deaths and

injuries?

A — The estimated cost of fatalities and injuries to
passenger car occupants amounted tc $62 million in 1985,

How many passenger car occupant deaths could have been

prevented if seatbelt use were reguired in Alaska?

A —Based on the assumption thata seatbelt use law would
result. in 80 |perce_nt usage and that helts _are 50 Percent
effective In reducing fatalities, 1t is estimated that 35
lives could have beeh saved in 1985.

80 — How many passenger car occupantinjuries could have been

prevented if belt use were required?

A -- An estimated 600 injuries could have been prevented with
0 percent belt usage. Seathelts are believed to be 50
percent effective “in reducing  moderate to critical
Injuries and 10 percent effective in reducing minor
Injuries.



9Q — What would be the estimated annual cost savings if seathelt
use were required?
A— A savings of more than $18 million in medical costs,

10Q —

nsuran

e expenses, legal costs, loss of productivit

and other CoSts coul be expected based on 198

accident 1
cCosts In w

A

ures. This savings does not include accident
ich onIy property ‘damage was involved.

Of the annual cost savings, what amounts can be attributed to
savings from medical costs, legal costs, insurance expenses,
human capital costs such as loss of productivity, and other
costs such as police, fire department and emergency medical

services costs?

A — The estimated cost savings are:

MEdiCal COSES s $ 2,000,000
LEQAl COSES s $ 2,000,000
INSUTANCE EXPENSES...mimirrmmminssissmsssesssssssssssssnnss $ 7,000,000
HUman Capital COStS s $ 5,000,000

Other Costs

TOTAL

................................................................................. $ 2,000,000
$18,000,000



THE NUMBER AND COST OF TRAFFIC
ACCIDENT DEATHS AND INJURIES
IN ALASKA, 1985
Number Costs

All Traffic
Accident Fatalities 17 $44,000,000
All Traffic
Accident Injuries 7.500 $38,000,000
Passenger Car
Dec -pa%t Fatalities 100 $34,600,000
Passenger Car
Occupa%t Injuries 5.500 $28,000,000
Passenger Car
Qccupant Deaths 35 $12,000,000
Prevented [f Belt savings
Use Were Required
Passenger Car
Occupa%t In;uries 600 $ 6,000,000
Prevented [T Belt savings

Use Were Required

NOTES

All figures for 1985 -- the latest year eor which complete
accident statistics are available.

All costs are given in $1985.

The fatality figures used to answer questions 1 and 4 are
taken directly“from the Fatal Accident Reporting System
FARS '1985) of the National Highway Traffic® Safety

dministration.
The injury figures are estimates based on State data.

The State totals were adjusted to include an estimate of
unreported accident injuries.

The cost figures are based on estimates derived fromThe
Economic CoSt To Society of Motor Vehicle-Accidents
published by NHTSA in May 1983.



All other fi?_ures are based on estimates by the Highway
Users Federation,

(1985 is the latest year for which complete data are
available to HUF-ASF)
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Fatality Statistics

In response to your request for fatality and enforcement
statistics In post-law states, we ware able to gleam the follow—
ing information fro* our Tfil03:

MIG31GAH

A state police study found there were 85 fewer
deaths on Michigan roads during the first full year
of the safety-belt law than during the previous
year.

In 1985, there were 2.1 deaths per 100 million
miles driven. In 1986, there were less than two-
deaths per 100 million miles driven.

The study showed, on average, 2,000 tickets and
2,000 warnings were handed out each month for safe—
ty-belt violations.

ZL&moXxs

The fatality figures for the last five year3 are as
follows: 1906, 1,603: 1985, 1,522: 1984, 1,572;
1983, 1,553; 1982, 1,671-

Fatalities for January 1986 decreased by 17 percent _
compared to the five-year average for January*



POST-LAW

Tsaas

FATALITY STATISTICS [/ 2
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Tha I1llinois Transportation Department said from
January to July 19Q6 1,124 tickets and 36,728 warn—

ings ware issued by the state police.

According to tha Department of Public Safety, "Ma““
talities droned 18.3 percent during the first air
months of the safety-belt law as compared to the
same period one year earlier. 1,624 people died on
Texald roads between September 1984 and Hay 1935 as
opposed to 1,407 between September 1985 and Hay

1986.

Enforcement within Texa3 is said to be tha strong-—
est in the country, with compliance around 70 per —

cent.

LOOI31AHA

A state police study found, during the Thanksgiving
Holiday this year, nine people lost their lives as
opposed to 15 deaths last year before the law.

The same study found that during tha Labor Day
weekend, highway fatalities dropped from 17, before
the law in 1985, to 10 after the law in 1986.

W2X YORK

Deaths dropped 27 percent during the first two
months the law became effactive, {Reported in a
University of Michigan-study.)

la 1985 there wera 52,000 head injuries as opposed
to 60,000 in 1984, according to Hew York Governor
Mario Cuoao..



NEW CTEaSK'

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) reported 407 front-seat passengers died, in
auto accidents from March to December of 1985,,
compared with 468 for the March-Deceaber average of
the previous five years,

Since New Jersey has passed it3 law, front-seat
fatalities have been cut by 13 percent. 'm”

CALIFORNIA

Deaths from auto-accidenfc-inducad head injuries 4
were reduced by 25 percent in the first year after
the law went into effect, according to the American
Association for Automotive Medicine.

NATIONAL i.

NHTSA reported a 25 percent drop in injuries and 7
percent drop in fatalities in tha first fifteen
post-law states and the District® of Columbia.

NHTSA reported in New Yorh, New Jersey, Michigan,
Illinois, Texas, Missouri, Nebraska and North
Carolina (all po3t-law states), a total of 280
fewer auto accident deaths were recorded in. 1985
than in 1984.



Here®"s some more information:

1, During 1985# the first full year New York had a be"lt-use law,
fatalities dropped to its lowest level since 1949. Serious
injuries also dropped 19% and moderate injuries dropped 20%.

2. In the state of Washington, fatalities dropped from 57 in
December of 1985 to 49 in December of 1986. Of the 49 who
were killed in December of 1986, only 8 wore belts.
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The Judiciary Committee has considered HB 167

"An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices.”

Wwunuang: X
[ i"pTreplace with L
[v*-1Tnew title

] the same title

[ ] attached amendment(s)
[v/PHo pass
[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ ] individual recommendations

L ] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS; [ 3 letter of intent

ATTACHES HEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

[ ] fiscal impact ] same as previous fiscal note
[ ] zero fiscal note published
[ ] zero with analysis same as previous zero fiscal

note published JAjA ~
SIGBTUK! DO PASS:

- 07 1=:
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Date referred: 3/6/87 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary
DATE: I
The State Affairs Committee ha3 considered HB 167
"An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices."
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cX} replace with C 5 #<8 1t, 7 ( T>) t 1 the case title
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do not pass
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Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.



-
MHO
AMENDMMENT A
Offered in the HOUSE: By: (* tliyll
To- _HOUSE BILL No,
SENATE BILL No,
Page: Line:
Add Mol 10.05.d7f:
a , . t*
W utr€d A
a se*lbelt m « Uty)’ll 3 stof~
t*AHed ft shitnte-d eyt
y |
W

H 70



~Ctr/)
/PV- 5 JK ) <0 N
v I, tne~ A
qptVv"ir-
It* or <«
o,/y
h td * w - - | |
\iN / I A u ffi«c fh h c meEm'* cl~"a

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

BY- SHULTZJ _A 0Jrfs
CSHB 167 (JUDICIARY) :

2 Line .

ADD NUMBER (5) an occupant over the age of 16
or a person operating a motor vehicle who 1is unaware
of the requirements of AS 28.05.095

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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Page

CSHB 167 (JUDICIARY) '

2 Line 2

ADD NUMBER (5) an occupant over the age of 16
or a person operating a motor vehicle manufactured
prior to enactment of AS 28.05.095

Submit original amendment to the Chief Cerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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TO> CSHB 167 (JUDICIARY) == T-———————

Page 2 Lne Q

ADD NUMBER (5) an occupant over the age of 16
or a person operating a motor vehicle that 1is
unable to exceed 30 miles per hour

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

BY: SHULTZ/ AdaMs
CSHB 167 (JUDICIARY) ' T

Line

ADD NUMBER (5) an occupant over the age of 16
or a person operating a motor vehicle equipped with
air bags

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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Page 2 Line 9

ADD NUMBER (5) a person who resides on a primary
road system outside of an organized borough unless
they are traveling within an organized borough

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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TO CSHB 167 (JUDICIARY) BY

Page 2 Line 2

SHULTZ

ADD NUMBER (56) an occupant over the age of 16

or a person operating a motor vehicle outside)an
organized borough or city,

in an area wzxth-speed
limits under 40 mph

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.

It will then be numbered and duplicated.



BY. SHULTZ/M]
CSHB 167 (JUDICIARY)
Page 2 Line

ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (b) The Commissioner of
Public Safety shall notify all licensed motor

vehicle operators in writing of the provisions
set out under AS 28.05.095

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.



AMENDMENT #
Offered in the HOUSE
TO: CS HB 167 (JUD)

Page 1, line 12:
Following "while™, delete "in operation” and insert
"being driver:"”



HOUSE AMENDMENT

: SHULTZ/ADAMS
CSHB 167 (JUDICIARY) BY.
TO:

Page Line

ADD NUMBER (5) an occupant over the age of 16
or a person operating a motor vehicle within a

community that has not ratified by public election,
the provisions of AS 28.05.095

Submit original amendment to the Chief Gerk.

It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

RY* SHULTZ /
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Page 2 Lne 2

WRZ"-0 tti,

AFTER "$15" ADD "or the court may”jjive a suspended
imposition of sentence!if the person convicted
donates $15 to EMS (Emergency Medical Services)

Submit original amendment to the Chief Clerk.
It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,
Koponen, et al.

L IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judrciary)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices

! in motor vehicles.”

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:
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Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) Excep” as
provided 1in (c¢) of this section, a person may not occupy”a motor
vehicle while in operation- unless restrained by a safety o

(b) Except as provided in (c)of this section, a driv<
transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the
driver has provided and properly secured each child as described 1in
this subsection. IT the child 1is less than four years of age, the
child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the
standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a
child safety device for infants. IT the child is four but not yet 16
years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety
device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States
Department of Transportation or in a safety belt, whichever 1is appro—
priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;

2 a vehicle operator acting 1in the course of employment
delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
or newspaper boxes;

3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

-1- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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under AS 28.05.096; or

4) a person required to be restrained by safety

under (a) or (b) of this section if the motor vehicle is not equipped

with safety belts.

(d) A person may not remove a safety belt from a vehicle solely
to be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a peace officer
may not stop or detain a motor vehicle to determine compliance with
(a) of this section, or 1issue a citation for a violation of (a) of
this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop or
detain the motor vehicle other than for a violation of (@) of this
section.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a).is amended to read:

() The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations
exempt a person LCHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the

n b* H om~
N.[p&e - o f - [CHIId>4- s-afgty device is impractical because of physical or
A

medical conditions of the person or class of persons [CHILD],
* Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:
Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A person convicted of a violation

of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] is guilty of an infraction and may be

fined up to $15 [ASSESSED DEMERIT POINTS AS DETERMINED BY REGULATIONS

OF THE DEPARTMENT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF AS 28.15.231(h)J.

(b) A person convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(k

guil:y of an infraction and may be assessed demerit points as deter—
mined by regulations of the department, notwithstanding the provisions
of AS 28.15.231(b). A person who violates AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.-
095(a)] by failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt

[SEATBELT] may provide a peace officer, including a village safety

CSHB 167 (Jud) -2-
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officer, proof of purchase or acquisition, and installation, of an
approved child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT]. If the proof
is provided within 30 days after the issuance of a citation for the
infraction, the court shall dismiss the citation and no points shall

be assessed under this subsection [(a) OF THIS SECTION] wunless the

person has

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by
failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT];

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device
or safety belt [SEATBELT] and has forfeited the bail required by the
citation; or

(3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a

prior occasion.

_3- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,
Koponen, et al,

* IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5| A BILL

6} For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices
71 in motor vehicioE." "

Ej BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9: * Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:
0 Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES\:EQUIRED. (a/”~xcept as
n provided 1in (c) of this section, a personJmay not occupv a motor
12§ vehicle while 1in operation unless restrained by asafety belt”or child
safety device / n
14| (b) Except as provided in (c¢) of this section, a driver may not
15" transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the
16 driver has provided and properly secured each child as described in
17} this subsection. IT the child 1is less than four years of age, the
18= child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the
19 standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a
2 child safety device for infants. |If the child is four but not yet 16
A years of age, the child shall be properly secured 1in a child safety
22 device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States
23 Department of Transportation or in a safety belt, whichever 1is appro—
24 priate for the particular child.
25 (c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to
26 (1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;
21 2 a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment
28 delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
29

or newspaper boxes;

~1- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation
under AS 28.05.096; or

4) a person required to be restrained by safety belts
under (@) or (b) of this section if the motor vehicle 1is not equipped
with safety belts.

(d A person may not remove a safety belt from a vehicle solely
to be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstandingany other provision of law, a peace officer
may not stop or detain a motor vehicle todetermine compliance with
(a) of this section, or 1issue a citation for a violation of (a) of
this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop or
detain the motor vehicle other than for aviolation of (a) of this
section.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) 1is amended to read:

(a) The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations to
exempt a per.-on [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the
requirements ofAS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the
use ofa safety belt or child safety device 1is impractical because of
physical or medical <conditions of the person or <class of persons
[CHILD].

* Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A person convicted of a violation
of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] 1is guilty of an infraction and may be
fined up to $15 [ASSESSED DEMERIT POINTS AS DETERMINED BY REGULATIONS
OF THE DEPARTMENT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF AS 28.15.231(b)].

(b) A person convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(b) is
guilty of an infraction and may be assessed demerit points as deter—
mined by regulations of the department, notwithstanding the provisions
of AS 28.15.231(b). A person who violates AS 28.05.095(h)

CSHB 167 (Jud) -2-
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[AS 28.05.095(a)] by failing to provide a child safety device or
safety belt [SEATBELT] may provide a peace officer, including a
village safety officer, proof of purchase or acquisition, and
installation, of an approved <child safety device or safety belt
[SEATBELT]. IT the proof is provided within 30 days after the 1issu—
ance of a citation for the 1infraction, the court shall dismiss the
citation and no points shall be assessed under this subsection [(a) OF

THIS SECTION] unless the person has

been convicted previously

@

failing to provide a child safety device

(2) been cited for failure to
or safety belt [SEATBELT]
citation; or
*.3) provided the proof
prior occasion.
-3-

and has forfeited the bail

required by this

for violating that section by
or safety belt [SEATBELT];

provide a child safety device
required by the

subsection on a

CSHB 167 (Jud)
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Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,

Koponen, et al.

IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

3

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices

BE

in motor vehicles."

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 1is repealed and reenacted to read:

"  Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) Except as
provided 1in (c) of this section, a person may not occupy a motor
vehicle while 1i""perat”p) unless restrained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver may not
transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the
driver has provided ant® properly secured each child as described 1in
this subsection. IT the child 1is less than four years of age, the
child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the
standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a
.child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16
years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety
device approved for a child that age and size by the lu."ted States
Department of Transportation or in a safety belt, whichever is appro—
priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers 1in an emergency vehicle;

(2 a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment
delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
or newspaper boxes;

3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

-1- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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under AS 28.05.096; or

4 a person required to be restrained by safety

under (a) or (b) of this section if the motor vehicle 1is not equipped
with safety belts.

(d) A person may not remove ” safety belt from a vehicle solely
to be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a peace officer
may not stop or detain a motor vehicle to determine compliance with
(a) of this section, or 1issue a citation for a violation of (a) of
this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop or
detain the( motor vehicle other than for a violation of (a) of this
section. ! T
Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a).is amended to read:

(a) The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations to
exempt a person [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the

— _ % _
use of a [CHILDA sa:e;ty device 1is impractical because of physical or
medical conditions of the person or class of persons [CHILD].
Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A person convicted of a violation
of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] is guiltyofan infraction and may be
fined up to $15 [ASSESSED DEMERIT POINTS AS DETERMINED BY REGULATIONS
OF THE DEPARTMENT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF AS 28.15.231(b)].

(b) A person convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(b) is
guilty of an infraction and may be assessed demerit points as deter—
mined by regulations of the department, notwithstanding the provisions
of AS 28.15.231 (b) . A person who violates AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.-
095(a)] by failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt

[SEATBELT] may provide a peace officer, including a village safety

167(Jud) -2-
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officer, proof of purchase or acquisition, and installation, of an
approved child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT]. If the proof
is provided within 30 days after the issuance of a citation for the
infraction, the court shall dismiss the citation and no points shall
be assessed under this subsection [(a) OF THIS SECTION] wunless the
person has

(1) bee”™ convicted previously for violating that section by
failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT];

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device
or safety belt [SEATBELT] and has forfeited the bail required by the
citation; or

3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a

prior occasion.

-3- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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5-0659L

Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,

IN THE HOUSE

Koponen, et al.

CS FOR HOUSE SILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A SILL

For an Act entitled: 1An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices

in motor vehicles.*"

BE IT ENACTED BY TEE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*

Section 1. AS 28.05.095 1is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.0095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) Except as

provided in (c¢) cf this section

(&) a person 16 years of age or older may not occupy a
motor vehicle while 1in operation unless restrained hy a safety belt;
and

(2) a person may not operate a motor vehicle unless re—
strained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c)of this section, a driver may not
transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the
driver has provided and properly secured each child as described 1in
this subsection. If the child 1is less than four vyears of age, the
child shall be properly secured 1in a child safety device meeting the
standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a
child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16
years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety
device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States
Department of Transportation or in a safety belt, whichever is appro—
priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle*

-1- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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(2) a vehicle operator acting 1in the cours:

delivering mail or newspapers, from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
or newspaper boxes;

(3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation
under AS 28.05.096; or)

(1) a person required to be restrained by safety belts
under (a) or (b) of this section if the motor vehicle 1is not equipped
with safety beltsA"  jv>r ("Cp>

(d) A person may not remove a safety belt from a vehicle solely
to be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding any ocher provision of law, a peace officer
may not stop or detain a motor vehicle to determivie compliance with
(a) of this section, or 1issue a citation for a violation of (a) of
this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop or
detain the motor vehicle other than for a violation of (a) of this
section.

Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) 1is amended to read:

(a) The connnissior.er of public safety may adopt regulations

exempt a person [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the
use of a safety belt or child safety device is impractical because of
physical or medical conditions of the person or class of persons
[CHILD].
Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 i3 amended to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A person convicted of a violation
of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] 1is guilty of an infraction and may be
fined up to 815 [ASSESSED DEMERIT POINTS AS DETERMINED BY REGULATIONS

OF THE DEPARTMENT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF AS 28.15.231(b)]-

(b) A person convicted of a violation of AS 23.05.095
CS1IE 167 (Jud) -2-



guilty of an Infraction and may be assessed demerit poinf.3 as deter—
mined by regulations of the department, notwithstanding the provisions
of AS 28.15.231(b). A person who violates AS 23.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.-
095(a)] by failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt
[SEATBELT] may provide a peace officer, 1including a village safety
officer, proof of purchase or acquisition, and 1installation, of an
approved child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT], If the proof
is provided within 30 days after the issuance of a citation for the
infraction, the court shall dismiss the citation and no points shall
be assessed under this subsection [(a) 0? THIS SECTION] wunless the
person has

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by
failing to provide a child safetv device or safety belt [SEATBELT];

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device
or safety belt [SEATBELT] and has forfeited the bail required by the
citation; or

(3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a

prior occasion.

-3- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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Original sponsors Cocten, Ulmer,
Koponen, et al.
IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
C3 FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices

in motor vehicles."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 28.05.C95 is repealed and reenacted to read:
Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) Except as
provided in (c¢) of this section, a person may not occupy a.motor
vehicle while in operation unless restrained by a s. [
(b) Except as provided in (¢) of this section, a driver may not
transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the
driver has provided and properly secured each child as described 1in
this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the
child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the
standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a
child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16
years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety
device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States
Department of Transportation or in a _sea.-thelt, whichever is appropri—
ate for the particular child.
(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to
(1) pas iri- in an emergency vehicle;
@) a ~ aerator acting in the course of meloyment
delivering mail or 1;>yr.papers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
or newspaper boxes ;

(€)) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

-1- CSHB 167 (Jud)
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d

under AS 28.05.096;

(4) a person required to be restrained by seat"belts under
(a) or (b) of this section if the motor vehicle is not equipped with
Ss"ea-thells

(d) A person may not remove a seatbelt from a vehicle solely to
be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a peace officer
may not stop or detain a motor vehicle to determine compliance with
(a) or (b) of this section, or issue a citation for a violation of ()
or fb) of this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to
stop or detain the motor vehicle other than for a violation of (a) or)
(b) of this section.

Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) 1is amended to read:

() The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations to
exempt a person [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] +from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 1if the commissioner determines that the
use of a [CHILD] safety device 1is impractical because of physical or
medical conditions of the person or class of persons [CHILD].

Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:

Sec. 28,05.099. PENALTY. (a) A personconvicted of a violation
of AS 28.05.095 (@ , (b) ,“or (d) [(c)] is guilty of aninfraction and
jnav J3jeu fj.ned*p _jto"$2£~j~In/~ddition "to the fine established under
thrs section, a person conv’ic{eurd of a violation of AS 28.05 .095 (b) “may
be assessed demerit points as determined by regulations of the depart-
meat, notwithstanding the provisi\gns of AS 28.15.231(b).

"fbj) A person who violates AS 2&>.05.095 (b) [AS 28.05.095(a)] by
:ail/Lng to provide a child safety deviceNor seatbelt may provide a
peacie officer, 1including a village safety offtger, proof of purchase

or\aoquisition, and 1installation, of an approved ot*ild safety device

CSHB 167 (Jud)'v .\ [ra A (V) ~1-~
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or seatbelt. If the proof 1is provided within 30 days after the issu—
ance of a citation Tfor the infraction, the court shall dismiss the
citation and no points shall be assessed under (a) of this section
unless the person has

(1) Dbeen convicted previously for violating that section by
failing to provide a child safety device or seatbelt;

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device
or seatbhelt and has forfeited the bail required by the citation; or

3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a

prior occasion.

-3- CSHB 167 (Jud)



Offered in the HOUSE

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

TO: CSHB 167 (Jud)

2, line 9:

Delete "or (b)"

2, line 10:

Delete "or (b)"

2, lines 11-12:

Delete "or (b)"

2, line 21:

Delete ", (b),"

2, lines 22-23:

AMENDMEHT

5-0659La
Ford

By the Judiciary Committee

Delete "In addition to the fine established under this section, a"

Insert "A"

After "AS 28.05,095fFb)" :

Insert "is guilty of a violation and"



/

AMENDMENT

Offered in the HOUSE

TO: CSHB 167 (Judiciary)

Page 1, line 11:
Delete
Insert "(1)M

After "person':

Insert "16 years of age or older"”

Page 1, lines 12 - 13:
Delete "or child safety device"”
Insert "; and
(2) a person may not

strained by a safety belt”

operate

a motor

vehicle

By Gruenberg

unless

4/14/87

re—






Gifj-»*ed in the HOUSE

TO: CSHB 167(Jud)

Page 2, line 4:
Delete
Insert or

(5) a motor vehicle

5-0659Lb
Ford

By the Judiciary Committee

exempt under AS 28.10.011M

4/13/87



AMENDMENT

Offered in the HOUSE

TO: CSHB 167(Jud)

Page 1, line 11, after "(c)"

Insert "and (d)"

Page 2, after line 4:

Insert a new subsection to read:

"(d) Subsection (a) does

under AS 28.10.011 (11) ."

Reletter the following subsections accordingly.

Page 2, line 21:
Delete " (d)"

Insert "(e)"

5-0659Lc
Ford

By the Judiciary Committee

apply to a motor vehicle exempt

4/13/87



Frank Bickford

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

(907) 586-1400
319 Seward St.
ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION Juneau, Alaska 99801



LEGALITY UNDER THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
OF STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRING USE OF SAFETY BELTS

by

Arthur S. Miller, Professor of Law
National Law Oenter, George Washington University
Washington, D.C.

Can state governments require that safety belts be used by
drivers and passengers 1in all motor vehicles using state high—
ways? The answer to that question, under the United States
Constitution, depends upon an evaluation of the "due process of

law"™ clause of the 14th Amendment. A secondary problem relates to
interstate commerce.

The 14th Amendment says in part that a state cannot "deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law..." The precise question is whether the liberty protected by that
clause would be unconstitutionally taken away 1if safety belts were
made mandatory. Even though the requirement would be enforced by
means of a small monetary fine, by no means could that be said to
be a taking of one"s property. Of course, "life" 1is not involved

Under existing constitutional law, it is clear that safety
belt use laws would be held to be constitutional.

The reasons
for this include the following:

1. Although the due process clause is not defined in the
Consitution, it has taken on meaning through the medium of Supreme
Court decisions. It is beyond dispute that the clause does not
state an "absolute"; a state may interfere with one"s liberty at
certain times. (In like manner, 1life can be taken, as in capital

punishment, and even property can be taken without compensation in
certain circumstances.)

2. Historically, due process referred to the procedure that
government employed in dealing with a person®s life, liberty, or
property. In other words, it dealt with the method by which

government acted to deprive a person of his life, his

liberty, or
his property.

By Supreme Court interpretation, however, the historical
basis of due process has been expanded to include the
aspects of regulation - that is, of what government
For example, can a business firm"s liberty to enter into contracts
be limited by laws dealing with minimum wages and maximum hours?

The answer is clearly "yes.™ Safety belts and their required use
entails a "substantive due process"™ question.

"substantive"
is doing.

3. That question, 1in final analysis, is whether a given
regulation interfering with a person®s liberty is "reasonable,"

that is, has a "rational basis." The answer, quite clearly, for
seat belts 1is that such a rational basis exists.



-4 The "rational basis": It has been demonstrated that
safety helts, when Vised, recfuce the risks of death and injury
of both driver and passengers to a significant degree. Further —
more belts assist a driver in maintaining control of a vehicle
under adverse circumstances. Finally, the belts prevent passengers
in both front and rear seats from interfering with the driver"'s
ability to control the vehicle. Given these circumstances, a state
legislature could reasonably conclude that seat belt use should

be required. The Supreme Court doubtless would uphold such
legislation or regulation.

Admittedly, some contrary evidence could be produced, tending
to show that 1in some circumstances some drivers and some passen—
gers may have been injured by safety belts. However, the pre—

ponderance of evidence is that safety belts do in fact protect
against death and injury.

A legislative determination that safety belt use is necessary
for the health and safety of drivers and passengers (and, possibly,
of pedestrians) would require that the person challenging it prove
that the determination was unreasonable. That would be most
difficult, perhaps impossible, to do.

5. By analogy: State governments at times interfere with the
personal freedoms of individuals. The obvious examples are com—

pulsory laws for vaccination against smallpox or other contagious
disease.

In some respects, automobile accidents may be likened to an
epidenmic. About 4,000,000 pedple are injured in vehicle accidents
in the United States each year. More than 56,000 are killed annually.
ITf such a rate of death and accident were the result of, say, a
cholera epidemic, there would be no question whatsoever that
vaccinations could be required. The liberty of an individual does

not include the liberty to endanger others, or to take unreasonable
risks with his own life.

Similarly, personal liberty has never been held to outlaw
requirements of, for example, helmets by motorcycle riders and
appropriate safeguards by such high-risk activities as sky-—
diving. In like manner, a person can be lawfully prevented
from swimming in water that 1is shark infested or where strong
rip tides exist. The reason is that society has always been held
to have an interest in the safety and health of an individual.
Attempted suicide, for example, has been made a crime in some states.

Should only one state, or a few states, require safety belt use,
then a consitutional argument could be made that this unduly

inter—
fered with the power of the federal government to regulate interstate
commerce with respect to vehicles from outside the state. But here

again, the argument 1is not valid. A state can make

it a condition
of the use of 1its highways that safety regulations,

such as speed



laws, be obeyed. To require safety belt use is analogous Jo those
laws Accordingly, state laws requiring belt use would not be
unconstitutional as an improper regulation of interstate commerce.

Finally, for the federal government to legislate (or require
bv administrative ruling) the use of seat belts would be an entirely
valid use of its power to regulate interstate commerce. Under
existing constitutional law,the federal government®s commerce
power reaches to activities quite remote from actually crossing
state lines. For example: a law requiring a druggist in a small
town to label drugs according to federal standards 1is entirely
proper. In addition, federal laws making strictly local "loan—
sharking™ a crime have been upheld by the Supreme Court. Also,
restaurants serving the public cannot refuse to serve anyone on
the basis of race, color, creed, or national origin; that was
outlawed by Congress 1in a statute upheld by the Supreme Court.

Furthermore, if so desired, Congress could limit the use of
federal funds for highway use by requiring that states enact
safety-belt use legislation before the funds would be released.
This, too, would be valid, 1in much the same way that the Supreme
Court upheld regulations forbidding state employees paid with

federal funds from engaging in political activities contrary to
the Hatch Act.

Other legal arguments, such as the right of personal privacy
would be unduly infringed by mandatory safety belts, simply do not
hold water. Driving a vehicle on a public highway does not

involve privacy. It is a public act which must be done with due
regard to the safety of others, as well as the driver.

Finally, some states might impose mandatory safety belts only
upon new automobiles or automobiles after a certain year. This,
to some, might mean that people are being treated differently
in violation of the "equal protection” clause of the 14th amend-—
ment. Here, again, the argument does not wash. That clause has
never been held to mean that absolute equality of treatment 1is
necessary, but only the unreasonable classifications or discrimi—
nations are outlawed. As with due process, it would be highly
unlikely that the Supreme Court would find that "equal protection”
demanded that all automobiles, or whatever vintage, have safety
belts. It would be "reasonable™ to start as of, say, 1964, 1966

or 1968, which in fact many states already do in conforming their
state laws to federal requirements.

Summary: There 1is no constitutional barrier preventing the
states or the federal government requiring use of safety belts bv
drivers and passengers. That such a law might be difficult to
enforce 1is irrelevant to the question of whether, under the

. . . <~d be valid-. Little doubt exists as to the
constitutionality of such a requirement.



FREDRIC C. TAUSEND
800 Waterfront Place
1011 Western Avenue.

Seattle, Washington 98104

April 1, 1985

Ms. Jeanette Greenfield
Evergreen Safety Foundation
7600 Sand Point Way N.E.
Seattle, WA 98115

Dear Jeanette:

I favor passage of House Bill 1182, the seat
belt bill, and urge you to consider it favorably.
As a lawyer who -has handled a number of civil
liberties cases it seems to me to be a moderate,
carefully drawn piece of legislation that will
save lives, reduce serious injuries and probably
save the public substantial sums in consequently
reduced- medical and health care costs. The objection
voiced by some that it interferes unduly with an
individual®s right to take such risks with his
own safety as he damn well wants to, overlooks
the time tested justification for many similar
regulations we take for granted.

Whenever a person 1is in a car with one or
more passengers, the failure of any one of thenm
to wear a seat belt makes that person a potential
danger to the others in the event of an accident.
Further there is evidence that use of a belt can -
assure better driver control of the vehicle at
the time of an actual or potential collision. T"hus
the safety of persons other than the seat belt
wearer can be endangered by a failure to wear a

seat belt. Where that potential exists, the law
has always recognized the need for reasonable
restraints on individual conduct. While many

examples can be given from vaccination to dogleash
laws, and mandatory carry on baggage inspection
prior to airline boarding, the most comparable
regulation is the Federal requirement that all
passengers and crew wear seat belts on airplanes

at the time of take off, landing and during periods
of turbulence. The enforcement of this regulation
leaves the passenger with no choice. | at least
have never seen a passenger refrain when confronted
with a directive from a cabin attendent to buckle
up.



800 Waterfront Place
1011 Western. Avenue
Seattle, Washington 08104

Page Two

Under the proposed law, however, the driver
or passenger does have a choice. He or she can
simply pay. the $20.00 fine and go on riding beltless
since the law does not permit arrests for failure
to wear a seat belt and only comes into effect
if the car is stopped for some other violation
of law. Rather than interfering with individual
privacy and risktaking, it will, on the one hand
encourage prudent behavior by setting a standard,
and on the- other provide a mechanism whereby those
who choose to go belt"less can help defray the
increased cost of public health which they help

cause.

Sincerely,

Fredric C. Tausend /

FCTrMBH



HB 167 MANDATORY USE OF SAFETY DEVICES

WITNESSES:

MARK JOHNSON

MIKE LEWIS, DIVISION OF PUBLIC SAFETY."

MIKE MILLER,JUNEAU

REPRESENTATIVE FROM JUNEAU CHAPTER, MADD.

FRANK BICKFORD, ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION.

JUNEAU AREA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

THE LATEST: THE COALITION PICKED UP 965 NEW SIGNATURES THIS
PAST WEEKEND AT THE ANCHORAGE HOME SHOW.

THERE ARE A COUPLE OF POINTS THAT MAY BE BROUGHT UP I,V
COMMITTEE:

THE AGE OF SOMEONE TO BE CITED, SHOULD YOU LIMIT CITATIONS TO
A CERTAIN AGE GROUP. ((OVER 14 OR 16.)

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SEATBELTS BEING WORN? WHAT IF A 14
YEAR OLD IS STOPPED AND HIS MOTHER IS NOT WEARING HER BELT?

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT CHILD SAFETY DEVISES?

ELLEN MOORE FROM PUBLIC SAFETY PREFERS THAT NON-USE OF
SEATBELTS BE A PRIMARY OFFENSE, THAT THIS 1S NOT ENOUGH.
NICE IDEA BUT NOT VERY PRACTICAL. SHE SENT OVER ANOTHER
DIVISION OF PUBLIC SAFETY POSITION PAPER YESTERDAY. LEGAL
DEPARTMENT SAYS TO LEAVE BILL AS 1S, MAKE ANY CHANGES IN
COMMITTEE.

YOU DON®"T WANT TO WATER DOWN THE CHILD RESTRAINT LAW.



As required by AS 28.22.200(b),
of areas that are exempt from the mandatory
As of 9/01/86 these areas are also exempt from

law.

following

is a list
insurance

vehicle registration per AS 28.10.011(11) amended in

1986 legislature.
Adak
Afognak
Akhiok
Akiachak
Akiak
Akolmivt
AkulurskK
Akutan
Alakanuk
Alatna
Allakaket
Amakaedori
Ambler
Amchitka

£)Angoon
Aniak

CAnnette
Anvik
Arctic Village
Atka
Atkasuk
Attu

oBaranof
Barrow
Beaver

~-Bell Is.
Belkofski
Belmezok
Betties
Betties Field

OBiorka
Birch Creek
Brevig Mission
Buckland

Candle
Canyon

CCape Pole

4 Cape Yakataga
Chalkyitsik
Chandalar
Chaniliut
Chakaktolik
Chase
Chatham
Cheching
Chenik
Chefornak
Chernofski
Chevak
Chichagof
Chignik
Chignik Lagoon

Compiled by

Hot Spgs.

DMV,

Chignik Lake
Chisana
Christian
Chuathbaluk
Clark™s Point
Cold Bay
Crooked Creek

Deering
Diomede

Edna Bay
Eek

Egavik
Egegik

Ekuk

Ekwok

EIfin Cove
Elim
Emanguk
Emmonak
English Bay
Excursion Inlet

False Pass
Flat

Fort Yukon
Fortuna Ledge

Galena
Gambell
Golovin
Goodnews Bay
Grayling
Gustavus

Hawk Inlet
Haycock
Holy Cross
Hooper Bay
Hughes
Huslia
Miyder

Iditarod
lguigig
lgushik
Iliamna
Ivanoff Bay

Kachemak
Kaguyak
Kake
Kakhcnak

Driver

Kaktovik
Kalskag
Kaltag
Kanatak
Karluk
Kasaan
Kashegelok
Kasigluk
Katalla
Kiana

King Cove
King Island
Kipnuk
Kivalina
Kiwalik
Kobuk
Kokhanok
Kokrines
Koliganek
Kongiganak
Kotlik
Kotzebue
Koyuk
Koyukuk
Kvichak
Kwethluk
Kwigillingok
Kwi guk
Kwinhagak

Lake Minchumina
Larsen Bay
Latouche
Levelock

Lime Village
Little Diomede
Long

Lower Kalskag

Manokatak
Marshall
Mary®s lIgloo
McGrath
Medfra
Mekoryuk -
Meshik
Metlakatla
Meyoryuk

"Mieyers Chuck

Moses Point
Mountain Village
Mumtrak

Napaimiut

Services

June 10,

Napaiskak
Napakiak
Nelson Lagoon
New Stuyahok
Newhalen
Newtok
Nightmute
Nikolai
Nikolski
Noatak

Nolan
Nondalton
Noorvik
Nuiqgsut
Nulato
Nunachuak
Nunapitchuk
Nushagak
Nyac

0ld Harbor
Ophir
Oscnrvil]e
Ouzinkie
owl Village

Pavlof Harbor
Pedro Bay
Pelican
Pennock Island
Perryville
Pikmiktalik
Pile Bay

Pilot Point
Pilot Station
Pitka"s Point
Platinum

Pt. Baker

Pt. Hope

Pt. Lay
Poorman

Port Alexander
Port Alsworth
Port Ashton
Port Graham
Port Heiden
Port Lions
Port Moller
Port Wakefield

Quinhagak

Rampart

Red Devil

Ruby

Russian Mission

1986

St. George
St. Mary®"s
St. Michael
St. Paul
Sanak

Sand Point
Savoonga
Scammon Bay
Selawik
Shageluk
Shaktoolik
Sheldon Point
Shemya
Shismaref
Shungnak
Shungnak Village
Skwentna
Sleetmute
Snettisham
South Naknek
Squaw Harbor
Stebbins
Stevens Village
Stony River
Stuyahok

Takotna
Taku Harbor
Tanana
Tanunak
Tatitlek
Tenakee Spring m
Tetlin

Tin City
Todd

Togiak
Tokeen
Toksook Bay
Tuluksak
Tuntutuliak
Tununak
Twin Hills
Tyonek

Ugashik
Umiat
Unalakleet
Unga

Venetie

Wainwright
Wales

White Mountain
Whittier
Wiseman

Woody Island



JOHN SUND, REPRESENTATIVE
2504 2nd Avenue
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
(907) 225-5552

W hile in Juneau

February 2, 1988 P. O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811
Clifford Purvis (907) 465-4919
Box 586

Wrangell, Alaska 99929

Dear Mr. Purvis:

Thank you for writing concerning House Bill 167, the
mandatory seat belt bill.

I did support this bill on the House Floor, for several
reasons. First, the bill will save lives; this has been
clearly demonstrated in other states. Deaths and injuries
from auto accidents cost all of us in high insurance rates
and state support for medical care. Second, HB 167 will not
trigger the Federal legislation regarding air bags. Third,
the law should be enforced in an unobtrusive manner, as it
provides for secondary enforcement only.

This secondary enforcement means that the police will not be
allowed to stop vehicles in order to check on seat belt use -
it is only when the police are stopping a vehicle for

another reason. The maximum fine is fifteen dollars, there
is no other penalty.

The fact that the legislation provides for secondary
enforcement and has a maximum fine of fifteen dollars makes
it not qualify under the federal law which states that if
enough states pass seat belt laws auto manufacturers will
not be required to provide air bags. Alaska®s seat belt
statute will have no impact on the air bag controversy.

We also have under consideration Senate Bill 153, which would
take a different approach to encouraging seat belt use. This
bill would reduce traffic fines for those who are wearing
seat belts at the time of the offense. At this time | think
that this bill is more likely to be enacted than HB 167.

Thanks again for writing. Please let me know if there 1is any
further information | can provide.



Rep. John Sund,

Please don,11 saddle in. with any form of
mandatory seat belt law. (HB 167)

I realize that lobbyists can convince most
anyone that black 1is really white and that
.results of polls and tables of statistics
mean anytning they want them to say. They* 11
try to convince you tnat the public demands

a sent belt law. Don"t let them kid vyou.

The Big Auto Companies, with their millions
of dollars for lobbying, are pushing seat
belt laws so they won®"t have to install air—
bags. .7e, the common people of Alaska, have
neither the money nor the time to support an
Anti Seat Belt loboy. 7/e"re too busy trying
to make a living for our families. That
does*"nt mean we"re for such a lav/.

Kassachusetts and Nebraska are two states
where the legislators represented the
lobbyists instead of the people and passed
seat belt laws. The .-leople cane alive, got
up referendums and threw the laws out.

Clifford Purvis
Box 586
Wrangell A K 99929



TEN GOOD REASONS
WHY WE NEED A
SEATBELT LAW
IN

ALASKA

ALASKA HIGHWAY_USERS FEDERATION
SAFETY OBILITY

AUTOMQ%LE&AF&%OUNDATION

ANCHORAGE, AX 99509




IN ALASKA

One thing alone can save 35 lives a year, reduce the hardship and
costs of over 600 injuries, save $5 million worth of lost labor, and
decrease economic losses associated with highway death and injury
alone by as much as $13 million: WEARING THE SEATBELTS ALREADY IN OUR
CARS.

These facts are just four of the reasons Alaska needs a law
requiring seatbelt use. Although a major purpose of a Alaska seathbelt
use law would be to promote the safety of drivers and passengers using
their seatbelts, such a law would also:

promote the safety of street and highway travelers other
than seatbelt users;

promote the public welfare and safety by reducing highway
deaths and injuries and public expenditures.

In other words, if Alaska requires seatbelts to be worn -
everyone can benefit!

The questions and answers are the good reasons why we NEED a

seatbelt law in Alaska!

1IQ - How may people are killed in traffic accidents in Alaska
annually?
A - In 1985, there were 127 traffic accident Tfatalities.

This number includes pedestrians, motor vehicle drivers
and passengers, bicyclists and motorcyclists.

2Q — How many people are injured in traffic accidents?

A - Over 7,500 drivers, passengers, pedestrians and cyclists
were injured in 1985.



4Q -

60 —

70 -

8Q -

What 1is the estimated economic loss to Alaskans from traffic

accident deaths and injuries annually?

A - The cost of all motor vehicle accidents, excluding
property damage-only crashes, exceeded $82 million in
1985.

How many of the people killed were occupants of passenger cars?

A - Of the 127 people killed in Alaska traffic accidents in
1985, 100 (79%) were drivers and passengers of cars.

How many of the people killed were occupants of passenger
cars?

A - O0f the 7,500 traffic accident 1injuries, 73 percent
(5,500) were to occupants cJ passenger cars.

What is the annual cost of passenger car occupant deaths and
injuries?

A - The estimated cost of fatalities and injuries to
passenger car occupants amounted to $62 million in 1985.

How many passenger car occupant deaths could bha,ve been
prevented if seatbelt use were required in Alaska?

A - Based on the assumption that a seatbelt uselaw would
result in 80 percent usage andthat belts are 50 percent
effective in reducing fatalities, it is estimated that 35
lives could have been saved 1n1985.

How many passenger car occupantinjuries could have been
prevented if belt use were required?

A - An estimated b00 injuries could have been prevented with
80 percent belt usage. Seatbelts are believed to be 50
percent effective 1in reducing moderate to critical
injuries and 10 percent effective 1in reducing minor
injuries.



90 -

10Q -

What would be the estimated annual cost savings if seatbelt

use were required?

A - A savings of more than $18 million in medical costs,
insurance expenses, legal copts, los- of productivity
and other costs could be expected - based on 1985

accident figures. This savings does not include accident
costs in which only property damage was involved.

of the annual cost savings, what amounts can be attributed to
savings from medical costs, legal costs, insurance expenses,
human capital costs such as loss of productivity, and other
costs such as police, fire department and emergency medical

services costs?

A - The estimated cost savings are:
Medical COSTS .o e e e e e e e e eaeaan $ 2,000,000
Legal COSTS . ciimiiii i i e e ceceeaaaaann $ 2,000,000
Insurance EXPENSeS ..o ua i cncuauaaaaaann 7...$ 7,000,000
Human Capital CoStS...ouirmerii i caaaaann $ 5,000,000
Other COSTS ..o aaans $ 2,000,000

TOTAL $18,000,000



Number Costs
All Traffic
Accident Fatalities 127 $44,000,000
All Traffic
Accident Injuries 7.500 $38,000,000
Passenger Car
Occupant Fatalities 100 $34,600,000
Passenger Car
Occupant Injuries 5.500 $28,000,000
Passenger Car
Occupant Deaths 35 $12,900,000
Prevented If Belt savings
Use Were Required
Passenger Car
Occupant Injuries 600 $ 6,900,000
Prevented If Belt savings
Use Were Required
NOTES

All figures for 1985 - the latest year Tfor which complete

THE NUMBER AND COST OF TRAFFIC
ACCIDENT DEATHS AND INJURIES
IN ALASKA, 1985

accident statistics are available.

All costs

The fatality figures used to answer questions 1 and 4 are
taken directly from the Fatal

are given in $1985.

Accident Reporting System
Safety

(FARS 1985} of the National Highway Traffic
Administration.

The injury figures ar estimates based on State data.

The State total adjusted to include an estimate of

unreported acci "njuries.

The cost figures are based.on estimates derived fromThe

Economic Cost To Society of Motor Vehicle-Accidents

published

by NHTSA in May 1983.



All other figures are based on estimates by the Highway
Users Federation.

(1985 is the latest year Tfor which complete data are
available to HUF-ASF.)

T "l



SEATBELT laws

Frank Bickford

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

(907) 586-. 400
319 Sewarc. St.
_ASKA SAFETY BELT (JSE COALITION Juneau, Alaska 99801

1/29/87

SEAR REPRESENTATIVE SUND,

ATTACHED ARE SIGNATURES OF
SUPPORTERS OF A MANDATORY
SAFETY BELT USE LAW IN ALASKA
COLLECTED AT THE KETCHIKAN
HEALTH FAIR THIS PAST WEEKEND.



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
* 319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1R00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPDORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
PLEASE PRINT

Name Aodress Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, 48
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) -586-1700
Sj"Sto

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

P L E ]. S E PRINT
Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street,
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) -563-1HO00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH TILV ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 Seward Street,
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907)-543-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Name Address Zip Code
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A ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street,
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) -563-11300

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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V 4/2/87 -HOUSE JUDICIARY -TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 167.-REQUIRING
SAFETY BELT USE IN PASSENGER VEHICLES. BY FRANK BICKFORD. EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION STRONGLY ENDORSES HB 167,
REQUIRING SAFETY BELT USE IN PASSENGER VEHICLES.

THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION IS A GRASS ROOTS MOVEMENT
COMPRISED OF OVER 7,000 INDIVIDUALS AND 26 ORGANIZATION
REPRESENTING A VIDE RANGE OF INTERESTS, INCLUDING HEALTH
DELIVERY SYSTEMS. BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. EDUCATION, FRATERNAL,
SERVICE AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS WHO BELIEVE THAT A MANDATORY SEAT
BELT USE LAV VILL SAVE LIVES, DECREASE INJURIES AND SAVE THE STATE
OF ALASKA MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN EXPENDITURES EACH YEAR.

THE LATEST HIGHVAY USERS FEDERATION REPORT ESTIMATES THAT A
MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAV CAN SAVE 35 LIVES A YEAR. REDUCE THE
HARDSHIP AND COST OF OVER 600 INJURIES/ AND SAVE $18 MILLION A YEAR
TO THE STATE OF ALASKA IN MEDICAL COSTS. INSURANCE EXPENSES. LEGAL
COSTS, LOSS OF PRODUCTIVITY AND OTHER COSTS SUCH AS POLICE. FIRE
DEPARTMENT AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COSTS.

IN 1985, THE LAST YEAR OF AVAILABLE AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT REPORTS, 94
OUT OF THE 100 ALASKANS KILLED ON OUR STREETS AND HIGHVAYS VERE
NOT VEARING SEAT BELTS. THIS TRAGEDY COULD HAVE BEEN PREVENTED
STATISTICS FROM SAFETY EXPERTS SHOV THAT THERE IS A BETTER THAN 50
PERCENT PROBABILITY THAT THE DEATHS VOULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED IF
ALASKA HAD A SEAT BELT LAV.

THE MATN REASONS FOR TH”™ SUCCESS OF MANDATORY SAFETY BELT USE LAVS
ACROSS THE COUNTRY ARE AGGRESSIVE EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS
ACCOMPANY ING THE LAV ALONG VITH THE FACT THAT THE LAVS ARE SELF
ENFORCEING. THE STATES THAT HAVE SEAT BELT USE LAVS IN EFFECT HAVE
COMPLIANCE RATES AT ABOUT 45 PERCENT VITH STATES LIKE HAVAIl AT 81
PERCENT, TEXAS AT 66 PERCENT, MICHIGAN AND LOUISIANA AT 55 PERCENT
AND THE LIST GOES ON.

SIMPLY PUT. SEAT BELT LAVS SAVE LIVES. THERE ARE NOV 25 STATES AND
D.C. VHO HAVE PASSED SEAT BELT USE LAVS. THE STATES VITH THE LONGEST
EXPERIENCE VITH THE LAVS HAVE SEEN SAVINGS IN LIVES OF 10 -26
PERCENT AND SEAT BELT USAGE AT ABOUT 45 PERCENT VS. 20 PERCENT
BEFORE THE LAVS VERE ENACTED.

ONCE HB 167 PASSES THE LEGISLATURE AND IS SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR,
THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION PAYS FOR A ONE YEAR
EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN (T.V., RADIO, NEVSPAPER. AND DIRECT MAIL
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS. AS VELL AS PRESENTATIONS TO
INTERESTED ORGANIZATIONS, SCHOOLS. AND COMMUNITIES) PROMOTING THE
LAV. THIS SERVICE PROVIDED BY THE COALITION VILL MEAN THE STATE
VILL NOT HAVE TO SPEND MONEY TO IMPLEMENT THE LAV.

THE FACTS SHOV THAT A MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAV VILL SAVE
DOLLARS AND. MORE IMPORTANTLY, LIVES.



AN ILLINOIS RESIDENT WHO LOST HER BID TO HAVE THE U.S. SUPREME COURT
STRIKE DOWN HER STATE"S SAFETY BELT USE LAV NOV SAYS SHE VILL VEAR
A SAFETY BELT.

THE SUPREME COURT DISMISSED THE CHALLENGE ON 2/23/87 “FOR VANT OF
SUBSTANIAL FEDERAL QUESTION."

IN EFFECT. THE HIGH COURT HAS TOLD STATE COURTS AND LEGISLATURES
THAT IT FINDS NO CONSTITUTIONAL BARRIER TO SAFETY BELT USE LAVS.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SOV SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:’)_
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1400

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) ses-i%oo0

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

us? COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT BOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE CGALITION

319 Seward Street,
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1*100

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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JLLASKA safety belt use

319 Seward Street, #8

Juneau

, Alaska

99811

(907) 563-1700

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEA

Name Address
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USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT OSE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT OSE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT DSE COALITION

319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1*100

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1*100

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE.OF ALASKA:
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Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION /
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEP JY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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WE,

THE UNDERSIGNED,

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1700

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-17M00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT OSE COALITION

319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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Name Address Zp Gk Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1"00

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Name Adbkes Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
N (907) 563-11100
<3

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
LECOALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
A ilk w Al e, [/ f mi7 /777372 V700
IVtor AU TArrnno A rtK .A 374-11/33 \ss\\
lbid. ~ IW-C vy A 2 43 4'icr"A VKU 34 S- 7Vio Aj'FCvttk-
Q *k.elj
K-AW/(InrlP. A\ T pwa C-A A retel 353.3-4,771 a7
a. /0 €/LECIm At* $2. /2272 6 Z Ac 9 W t vVyy?
Cu (\C~» 'Knlohrt 114-3/ °/w <A\m?P.Q Q515 A ITA A N Nlail- £a(!
/7V60 S&hS&L AJGL AUJ&z ?22f>7 M &
"Qs~0Y - 3 33 -£~-&0%2 /A O
aC A * Z/,7/-e >~eau fril/A-'PA °1rri7 zyjd/jT-
"fTv?A Cjcef oU, 1?2 P'"0A-PtvP 9"cd4 SITAcAc
&U INJua rt-i/KAa) U lktezl /AAochs/CA. 795877 6*7371/ r9
h 7 A K FF57< (sJtf/C y o

tflll\ t'yAnzv') @A &V-VW/w @/\W ZQIC&()(
[INPgoa*RA _ 78y &r-~ves TLMrtlh
W i lea to A/ I 9 7 Zr<E N cr2AVI U
AT BES &S5 7147) v /s
I{j L 2ol ~nns~n mitstt  MMHMT7 0w I/(;w

cC i £ 1 M /EH#HY ///797 'M/Tb O t-nlyi.ttTy
teet-



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1700

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
<USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
PLEASE PRINT

Zip Code Telephone \t]ln %
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1*100

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
PLEASE PRINT



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1700

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
PLEASE PRINT
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1700

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE CGALITION
319 Seward Street,
Juneau, Alaska 99811
"907) 563-1400

WE. THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALAJKA safety belt ose coalition
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1700

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TR SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE O™ ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99311

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
PLEASE PRINT

Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1*100

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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P LEASE M

S USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8

Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
PLEASE PRINT

Address Zip Code Telephone Voting

Name
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT DSE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:
PLEASE PRINT

Name Address Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Name Address Zip Code
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
Name Address Zip Code"
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1700

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT
USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
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/"5T/ Ul nomn ' 79 s /tr Prec/Dist
wo- <?/&E 1% 80 xj
¢ 7 "I/ a s*p 9 9 i-o0
(0f?! E. 1// % cal ?2 0?7 & 33~?2-0t< fo
cr? <u "iyrdxr ot k09 .3 37- <?2A/AN
P (jX Z tni 949> 95 - TALhCVelL
Au oLrilLl e > f fy i~ a - r 3/ 1~ 3 A
Z* oL *k"rrl& kcJ ™o Cj Vv . 99 s
SaAajuiCAt
k\Nc\r\ex chetc\IrsoO0 pO-fioy 140 <14770 HOM- ~ 173
da>, M v -vtrr /
hnkfrzI1! U A rcM ssc .0 -tftr 9 ?2 > > * X SLc/gce>/I<A
! <X m 3 u )Uk*«JU ~ 9 ‘T'To -> S~("3"yjis-" A 'O eA
- 1]|208— u<0Qvo
Ir>u\«< fas. ob 3 cbE~'377 L, % o
PAUyulci Llovirl 130/te S(,uJ bIUTifkl “let's7C 348-34427. & 14 (3
7/ ) A
/ Alls 22s~7 171
# Q jx 1~ G 1am. ifec 4 NV (ow Si7¢<?
ehdnci/r\ nf/rh PO.P rP V M X it 99s91 (09 4 -4 1y
y)tuU O n fl-Draffr& jfr cdAalplfo ~Af* &t/nfVL ctciU "9 < r T /f-1o0B S
DiLoAhtEd'SkS IA 4985 & c/ 332729 -4"0
i0 ™ a, fcfth [L . tO O nP kiuxatfik #S"/f 391 -14 s {
Z___\/ 9_;Ad Wg a _______ [G oIl fctm tsal-bj Pi 9 9 < K 39J-3979
TA~.wsa Shach X103 RsKhooK. qq(?8T 37 fe-WgsyY
Aio SIL biccijd GOLD'S <3ng-3rmM"s  nrdoa & i
+M 15 ,"TW A qgofbooy 2-7TM 0 151L
[ f\> nNe< ~/
3.-cih VT
"tfT fo fa rjeu <4z 9 ?2 M)A i& ff/o 6 9
(firljd b tfi-U k/P A P.D&KE£3a?Jeuto«AlL -
y y5 C3/jA rel. 995 /7 0> yy-K £o /9 /0 ¢ A
ool Cow/ur<r fn faJ P ( Sc "'tvl* U A 1/v-ittD
\0A/iJ Aoll?2/Jo C/2T 134 tf 94 = 79 s o0 37& 3s5° 9



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8

Juneau,

Alaska

99811

(907) 563-1700

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED,

HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW

IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT
m Zip Code Telephone Voting
Prec/Dist
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 563-1400

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY JOIN WITH THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT

USE COALITION TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE PASSAGE OF A SAFETY BELT USE LAW
IN THE STATE OF ALASKA:

PLEASE PRINT

llp CGub Telephone Voting
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06-F46LH

As you requested during the House Judiciary Committee hearing on
CS for House Bill 167, "An Act relating to mandatory use of
safety devices,” 1 have reviewed similar legislation from fifteen
of the twenty-five states which have passed these laws, and found
that only six of them refer to seat belts. The remaining nine
refer to safety belts.

I discussed this issue with Mike Lewis, Director of the Highway
Safety Planning Agency in the Department of Public Safety, and we
both agree that the use of the term '"safety belt" is preferable
to the term "seat belt” for a variety of reasons. First, as you
pointed out during the hearing, the terra "'safety belt"™ more
accurately describes a three point, lap-shoulder belt. Second,
the term "safety belt"™ reinforces the idea that these are safety
devices.

I also have enclosed some iInformation about the U.S. Department
of Transportation, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 208,
which requires all new cars to be equipped with automatic
restraints by the 1990 model year, unless states representing two
thirds of the U.S. population pass mandatory safety belt use laws
meeting certain minimum standards. In order to be counted toward
recision of this automatic restraint ruling, a state safety belt
use law must include a minimum of a $25 fine and a primary
enforcement provision. Since we are in favor of both a mandatory
safety belt use law and the requirement for automatic restraints
in new cars, we are pleased that CS for HB 167 includes only a
$15 fine.



Please let me know if we can provide you or the Judiciary
Committee with any additional information as you consider these
Issues.

Sincerely,

Mark S. Johnson, Coordinator
Emergency Medical Services

i »resentative John Sund, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee

Myra M. Munson
Commissioner
Department of Health and Social Services

Elizabeth Ward, MN
Director
Division of Public Health

T. Michael Lewis, Program Director
Highway Safety Planning Agency



State Term used in

California ... . .. . . ..... seat belt
Connecticut ... ... .. ioi.... safety belt
Hawall .o oo seat belt
IHlinols ... safety belt
Indiana ..o safety belt
Louisianna ....oo.oooooioaiaooo-- safety belt
Michigan .. . . . ... .... safety belt
MISSOUNT oo cicciacaaaaan safety belt
New Jersey .o oiiiciiiiaaaaaans seat belt
New MexXECO .cccciecccaciaacaaaanan safety belt
New YOrkK ..o oeiiiiiiaaacaaaas safety belt
North Carolina ... .. ... ... ..... seat belt
Oklahoma ... .. ... seat belt
TEXAS  cieiccieiaccciecac e safety belt

Washington, D.C.... ... oco.oo... seat belt

Legislation



THE FOLLOWING TESTIMONY IS FIOM SUSAN FLOOD. DILIECTOE OF DAT
KEHABILITATION AT THE ALASKA TKSATMENT CENTER. SUSAN READ HER
TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF HI) 1*7 VIA TELECONFERENCE ON MARCH 20. 1987 TO
THE STATE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.

MY NAMVE IS SUSAN HOCD, I'M THE DIRECTOR G- THE DAY
REHABILITATION PROGRAM AT THE ALASKA TREATVENT
CENTER THE CENTER IS A NONPROHT OUTPATIENT MEDICAL
REHABILITATION FACILITY. | & LIKE TOPRESENT A PROHLE
CFA CLUENT WHOMWE TREATED AS THERESULT CFAN
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT. THECLENT IS A 27 YEARAD
WOMAN WHO SUSTAINED A TRAUMATIC HEAD INJURY AND
MULTIPLE PHYSICAL INJURIES IN AUGUST, 1985. SHEWAS
NOT WEARING A SEAT BELT. HHR HUSBAND, ALSO NOT
WEARING A SEAT BELT, WAS KILLED IN THE ACCIDENT. SHE
HAS 2 SMALL CHILDREN AND IS WTHOUT FAMILY SUPPORT.

THE STATE GF ALASKA PROVIDED APPROXIMATELY
$90,000 WORTH CF INPATIENT MEDICAL CARE FORTHIS
CLIENT.

OUTPATIENT REHABILITATION SERVICES OVER A 13 MONTH
PERIOD QO8T THE STATE ANOTHER $51,700.

IN ADDITION TO STATE RUNDED MEDICAL CARE, THIS CLIENT
AND HER CHILDREN ALSO RECHVE SERVICES HROM OTHER
STATE RUNDED AGENCIES SUCH AS: THE HOVEMAKER
PROGRAM DAYCARE PROGRAMS, AID TOFAMILIES WITH
DEPENDENT CHILDREN, FOCD STAMPS AND CHILD
PROTECTIVE SERVICES.

HER PROGNOSIS FOR RETURNING TOWORK IS EXTREVELY
FOCR

SHE PLANS ON REMAINING IN THE STATE GF ALASKA AND
WILL CONTINUE TO REQUIRE STATE FUNDING.

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION BoW
319 SEWARD ST. #8

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

907-586-1400

SEATBELT LAWS



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 74-15-87

(Bsmm w . safety belt use legislation passed out of state house
JUDICIARY ON 4-14-87 BY A 4(RECOMMEND DO PASS) ,2(NO
RECOMMENDAT ION)AND I(DO NOT PASS) VOTE. THE BILL YILL GO TO THE
FLOOR SHORTLY FOR A VOTE.

MBIR SntBminmS (E®ILILIKm -THIS past weekend THE COALITION
COLLECTED 360 SIGNATURES OF SUPPORTERS OF CSHB 167 AT THE MATSU
HOME SHOW IN YASILLA. THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE SIGNED
PETITIONS INFAVOR OF A MANDATORY SAFETY BELT LAW INALASKA ISNOW
OVER 7.000.

a& GmBmr M M M osnr Ksm-iMmipbne@ M m watMMM it - 4-13-
87 "HAD 80% OF ALASKA®S 1985 HI GHWAY USERS BUCKLED THEIR SAFETY
BELTS BEFORE SETTING OUT. THE STATE COULD HAVE SAVED AN ESTIMATED
$18 MILLION IN DAMAGES AS A RESULT OF ENSUING ACCIDENTS, ACCORDING
TO BILL SCHNEIDER. CHAIRMAN OF THE ALASKA HIGHWAY USERS
FEDERATION.

THAT ESTIMATE COMES FROM A HIGHWAY USERS FEDERATION STUDY
OUTLINING TOTAL COSTSTO THE STATE - EXCLUDING PROPERTY DAMAGE
ONLY ACCIDENTS -THAT WERE INCURRED AS A RESULT OF THE 127
FATALITIES AND OVER 7.000 INJURIES WHI1CH OCCURED THAT YEAR. 1985 IS
THE LATEST YEAR FOR WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE.

"ENTIRELY ASIDE FROM THE TERRIFIC HUMAN SUFFERING.””SCHNEIDER
SAID. "THIS SAVINGS IS INVALUABLE AT A TIME WHEN THE LEGISLATURE
IS CONSIDERING DRASTIC MEASURES TO REDUCE OUR BUDGET DEFICIT."

Timjrm/\m mothotlmpumiKEAETS sponsored a debate on the
ISSUE OF MANDATORY SAFETY BELT LEGISLATION LAST WEEK. THE
FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM FRANK BICKFORD. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE COALITION. "™ THE ISSUE OF MANDATORY SAFETY BELT USE LEGISLATION
ISNOT INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS BUT PUBLIC SAFETY. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
SAY WHAT YOU FEEL. WRITE WHAT YOU THINK. AND GO WHERE YOU WILL. A
SAFETY BELT LAW ISN*T GOING TO CHANGE ANY OF THAT. YOU DO NOT HAVE
THE RIGHT TO BURDEN YOUR NEIGHBORS BY BECOMING A PERMANENT WARD
OF THE STATE.""

iKSimiPTrs M M M tasiznr mnnnm s n® irnm BiDmiB sttm w um
JUNEAU EMPIRE. MONDAY. APRIL 13.1987

Fairbanks Delly Nivivin, Fllrbankl Aleska. Sncey, April lwg-—— Seat belt law i
Please buckle up! AWIHjSave. Uves',,

Fairbanks. AK
MR 1e 197

Seat belt law

Fairbanks Daily News-Finer

Auchorage Times
Anchorage. AX

March 24,1987
163 Shenandoah Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99712
To the editor:

Tjustread in the paper about two
children who were thrown out of
their vehicle during an accident in
North Pole. How soon they forget.
Wasn't it just less than a year ago
that another child was killed in
North Pole when she was also
thrown out of her vehicle during an
accident? If you don’t have enough,
sense to care enough about

yourselves to buckle up, at least
give your children a fighting
chance. If a mandatory seat belt
law is what it takes, then that’s
what it takes.
A concerned mother,
Mary L. Johnson

]

vil."We have always advocated ftee-
donr bf choice and the rights of the
Individual, and will continue to do so
as long as the Individual making the
decision Is the only person affected
the outcome. However, In the case

of

associated costs.

@ paTatals

seat belts, the decision not to use
them by one person has the potential
of injuring or killing others, as well
as costing our state a fortune in med-
ical costs, Insurance expenses, legal
costs, loss of productivity and other

A mandatory seat belt law in
Alaska Is Important In saving lives,
reducing injuries and saving the

M 1& 1987
Eyewitness report

Here Is another perspective
based on personal observation at a couple of thou-
sand accidents over the years Involving motorists

not using seat belts:

1. Car rolls, unbelted driver thrown out, car

lands on (op of him, dead.

2. Crash, victim ejected, head hits pavement,
skull splits, brain several feet from body, dead

Enough said.
John F. Franklin
Commissioner of Public Safety
Municipality of Anchorage

March 5,1987
P.O. Box 72923
Fairbanks, AK 99707
To the editor:

Requiring seat belts to be worn is
no more a threat to our civil liber-
ties than requiring motorists to
obey slop signs and traffic lights.
Scat bells, as well as stop signs and
traffic lights, have proven to be Im-
portant factors in reducing deaths
and injuries in traffic accidents.

In addition to the safety factor,
seat belt laws are cost effective.
Studies show that for every dollar
Invested in safety belt use, thestale
saves $37.50. Safely belts can re-
duce traffic fatalities, which are
eight times as expensive to investi-
gate as non-injury accidents. Offic-
ers would have more time to con-
centrate on other traffic enforce-
ment programs.

Sincerely,
Ron Miller



BILL NO:

TITLE: "An act relating to mandatory CONTACT: Ellen Moore
use of safety devices"” 465-4375

The intent of this legislation is to reduce deaths and serious injuries to
occupants of motor vehicles by promoting the greater use of safety belts by the
motoring public.

RQ

55 < Thirty-one states have enacted bills requiring the use of safety belts.

W Jurisdictions that have had the longest experience with their laws have

2 found that the greater the level of increase in seatbelt use, the greater

i_IU the reduction in fatalities and serious injuries.

B M

< House Bill 167 has the potential to save as many as 35 lives in Alaska each

an pa year. This figure assumes a 70% compliance rate and a 50% effectiveness

W ca rate. Because the bill allows only "secondary" enforcement, it may be

a m difficult to achieve this level of use; however, surveys conducted over the
past two years by Hellenthal and Associates indicate that approximately 80%
of the Alaskans surveyed will wear safety belts simply because such'a
law exists.

rmEtt We recommend passage of HB 167 as written.

m

rn1H nM

thtttttt

trttnH Arthur English
5” ) Commissioner



While in Juneau

P. 0. Box V
March 7, 1988 Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-4919
Mike Lewis
P.O. Box 1937

Wrangell, AK 99929
Dear Mr. Lewis:

Thank you for writing regarding seat belt legislation; |
support the bill. ouse Bill 167, which mandates seat belt
use, will save lives. | voted for the bill on the House

Floor and supported it in committee.

The bill is now in the Senate State Affairs Committee - it
has passed the House. You might want to contact Senator

Lloyd Jones.

HB 167 provides for secondary enforcement - only if the car
is stopped for another reason can the driver be ticketed for
not v/earing a seat belt. The maximum fine is $15. These
two facts make the legislation not qualify under the federal
law which will remove the requirement that the auto industry
{.I>_rO_V|de air bags if enough states pass seat belt legislation.
his way, Alaska can have a mandatory seat belt law and still
not contribute to changing the federal air bag legislation.

Thanks again_for the_supFort, please let me know if there is
any further information | can provide.

Sincerely,



P.O. Box 1937
Wrangell, Alaska 99929
March 1,1938

The Honorable John Sund

Alaska State House of Representatives
Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Sund

I am an Alaska state resident and have been tor 18
years. I have seen quite a few accidents where seatbelts
have been involved and quite a few where they haven't been
involved. The people that were wearing the seatblets came
out of it a lot better than the ones that weren't. I think
seatbelts should be a manditory law.

I was recently in California and became accustomed to
wearing seatblets very quickly since it is the law. I would
really like to see the seatbelt law come into effect.

I think that the seatbelt law would help out the deaths
by auto accidents in Alaska tremendously.

I would 1like to know where you stand on this issue.
Thank you for taking your time to read this.

Sincerely yours



April 20, 1987

Bob Oszman

Chief of Police

Box 329

Petersburg, Alaska 99833

Dear Chief Oszman:

The House Judiciary Committee recently considered HB 167,
relating to the mandatory use of seat belts, and passed It out
with favorable recommendations. The bill is currently waiting
to be scheduled for a vote by the entire House.

Seat belts have proven to save lives. | will support and vote
for the Ie?_lslatlon as long as it does not jeopardize the
federal ruling for the automobile industry to install airbags
and automatic scat belts in new cars after 1990. (All new
cars after 1990 will be required to have airbags unless a
Enajo)rlty of the population is covered by mandatory seat belt
aws).

Alaska's proposed law has been carefully crafted not to comply
with the federal requirements of of a $25 dollar fine and
primary enforcement. House Bill 167 provides for a fine of
$15 dollars and secondary enforcement.

If you would like additional information on this or any other
matter, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

John Sund o
Chairman, House Judiciary



February 2, 1988

Clifford Purvis
Box 586
Wrangell, Alaska 99929

Dear Mr. Purvis:

Thank you for writing concerning House Bill 167, the
mandatory seat belt bill.

| did support this bill on the House Floor, for several
reasons. First, the bill will save lives; this has been
clearly demonstrated in other states. Deaths and injuries
from auto accidents cost all of us in high insurance rates
and state support for medical care. Second, HB 167 will not
trigger the Federal legislation regarding air bags. Third,
the law should be enforced in an unobtrusive manner, as it
provides for secondary enforcement only.

This secondary enforcement means that the police will not be
allowed to stop vehicles in order to check on seat belt use -
it is only when the police are stopping a vehicle for
another reason. The maximum fine is fifteen dollars, there
IS no other penalty.

The fact that the legislation provides for secondary
enforcement and has a maximum fine of fifteen dollars makes
it not qualify under the federal law which states that if
enough states pass seat belt laws auto manufacturers will
not be required to provide air bags. Alaska will have no
Impact.

We also have under consideration Senate Bill 153, which would
take a different approach to encouraging seat belt use. This
bill would reduce traffic fines for those who are wearing
seat belts at the time of the offense. At this time | think
that this bill is more likely to be enacted than HB 167.

Thanks again for writing. Please let me know if there is any
further Information | can provide.

Sincerely,

John Sund
Rrepresentative



Memorandum
April 10, 1987

To: John Hartle
From: Ellen Moore
Re: CSH3167 (Jud)

As we discussed this morning, the work draft for the Committee's substitute for
KB 167 contains a technical change that is unnecessary and, in my opinion, may
cloud the intent of the bill.

In the draft, the section that deals with the penalty for violation of the

child restraint law substitutes the word "violation™ for the existing
“infraction" (Sec. 28.06.099). Thereference appears twice, (page 2, line25
and page 3, line 4). There is no substantive difference between the two, but

the effect is to move the offense out of the motor vehicle code into the

criminal code.

Copies of the relevant statutes areattached. My only basis for questioning
the change is whether the Committee intended to convey the ?mpression thata
violation of this section is something more than a simple violation of the

motor vehicle code.

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions or if there is something
about this subject that | have overlooked or don't understand.

Thanks for your help.
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aggravated offenses against property interests, or aggravated offenses
against public administration or order;

(3) class C felonies, which characteristically involve conduct serious
enough to deserve felony classification but not serious enough to be
classified as A or B felonies;

(4) class A misdemeanors, which characteristically involve less se-
vere violence against a person, less serious offenses against property
interests, less serious offenses against public administration or order,
or less serious offenses against public health and decency than felo-
nies;

(5) class B misdemeanors, which characteristically involve a minor
risk or physical injury to a person, minor offenses against property
interests, minor offesnses against public administration or order, or
minor offenses against public health and decency;

which characteristically involve conduct inappropri-
ate to an orderly society but which do not denote criminality in their
commission.

(b) The classification ofeach felony defined in this title, except mur-
der in the first and second degree, sexual assault in the first degree,
sexual abuse of a minor in the first degree, misconduct involving a
controlled substance in the first degree, and kidnapping, is designated
in the section defining it. A felony under Alaska law defined outside
%hlis title for which no penalty is specifically provided is a class C
elony.

(c) The classification of each misdemeanor defined in this title is
designated in the section defining it. A misdemeanor under Alaska
law defined outside this title for which no penalty is provided is a class
A misdemeanor. (§ 10 ch 166 SLA 1978, am 8§ 9, 10 ch 143 SLA
1982; am §§ 17, 18 ch 37 SLA 1986)

Effect of amendments. — The 1986 substance in the first degree,” in two
amendment, effective May 26, 1986, in- places in the introductory language of
serted "sexual abuse ofa minor in the first  subsection (a) and in the first sentence of
degree, misconduct involving a controlled  subsection (b).

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Cited in Stiegele v. State, Ct. App. Op.
No. 382 (File No. A-399), 685 P.2d 1255
(1984).



§ 11.81.900 Alaska Statutes Supplement § 11.81.900

(B) but "sexual contact” does not include acts

(i) that may reasonably ba construed to be normal caretaker re-
sponsibilities for a child, interactions with a child, or affection for a
child; or

(ii) performed for the purpose of administering a recognized and
lawful form of treatment that is reasonably adapted to promoting the
physical or mental health of the person being treated;

(53) "sexual penetration” means

(A) genital intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, anal intercourse, or
an intrusion, however slight, ofan object or any part of a person’s body
into the genital or anal opening of another person’s body;

(B) but "sexual penetration” does not include acts performed for the
purpose of administering a recognized and lawful form of treatment
that is reasonably adapted to promoting the physical health of the
person being treated;

(C) each party to any of the acts defined as "sexual penetration” is
considered to be engaged in sexual penetration;

(54) "solicits” includes "commands™;

(55) "threat” means a menace, however communicated, to engage in
conduct described in AS 11.41.520(a)1) — (7) but under AS
11.41.520(@)(1) includes all threats to inflict physical injury on any-
one;

I3nr is a noncriminal offense punishable only by a fine,
but not by imprisonment or other penalty; conviction of a violation
does not give rise to any disability or legal disadvantage based on
conviction of a crime; a person charged with a violation is not entitled

(A) to a trial by jury; or

(B) to have a public defender or other counsel appointed at public
expense to represent the person;

(57) "voluntary act” means a bodily movement performed
consciously as a result of effort and determination, and includes the
possession of property if the defendant was aware of the physical pos-
session or control for a sufficient period to have been able to terminate
it. (§ 10ch 166 SLA 1978; am §§ 29— 32ch 102 SLA 1980; am §§ 12
- 14ch45SLA 1982, am 8§ 12— 15ch 143 SLA 1982; am § 2ch 4

gl:ﬁ 11983) am § 5¢ch 79SLA 1984; am § 3ch 114; am 8§ 1, 2ch 116

Effect of amendments. — The first “including cable, subscription, or pay tele-
19M amendment inserted "the use of a  vision or other telecommunications ser-
computer, computer lime, a computer sys-  vice" in paragraph (51) of subsection (b).
tem. u computer program, a computer net- The third 1984 amendment, in para-
work. or any part of a computer system or  graph (52) of. subsection (b), inserted
network" in paragraph (51) of subsection  present subparagraph (A), added pre-
> sented subparagraph (B), and, in subpara-

The second 1964 amendment inserted  graph (A), divided the formerly undivided
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V\_/ithin paragraphs (4), (5) or (6) of subsec- Where defendant* Unc-u.
tion (g) the court may not impose a con-  forgery cases violated umiiar
current sentence. However, if the interests, he could therefore

defendant’s conduct falls within para- current sentences. Wtnfnv *

graphs (1), (2) or (3) of subsection (g) the  App. Op. No. 378 (File No A 1V.
court is authorized to impose concurrent (1984).

sentences. (Griffith v. State, Ct. App. Op.

No. 331 (File No. A-47), 675 P.2d 662

(1984).

Sec. 12.55.030. Discharge ofindigents imprisoned for nanpa\r:cn'.
offine. [Repealed, § 16 ch 53 SLA 1973.]

Sec. 1255.035. Fines, (a) Upon conviction of an offense, n il.-i-n
dant may be sentenced to pay a fine as authorized in this section <r a*
otherwise authorized by law. In determining the amount and tnrth.«f
of payment of a fine, the court shall take into account the finaru:.ii
resources of the defendant and the nature of the burden its pavnrnt
will impose. No defendant may be imprisoned solely because of in.itm
ity to pay a fine.

(b) Upon conviction of an offense, a defendant who is not an
nization may be sentenced to pay, unless otherwise specified in ".i;r
provision of law defining the otfense, a fine of no more than

(1) $75,000 for murder in the first or second degree, sexual n.vwu::
in the first degree, kidnapping, or misconduct involving a controiird
substance in the first degree;

2) $50,000 for a class A, B, or C felony;

3) $5,000 for a v tss A misdemeanor;

(c) Upon conviction ofan offense, a defendant that is an organization
may be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding the greater of
él} $100,000; or
2) an amount which is three times the pecuniary gain realized by
the defendant as a result of the offense.

(d) If a defendant is sentenced to pay a fine, the court may grant
permission for the payment to be made within a specified period oftime
or in specified installments. (§ 12ch 166 SLA 1978;am § 17ch45SLA
1982; am § 26 ch 143 SLA 1982

Cross references. — For classification added "or misconduct involving j»
of offenses, see AS 11.81.250; for sentences  controlled substance in the firstdegrrc
of imprisonment for felonies, see AS The second 1982 amendmentJwCruxj
12.55.125; for sentences of imprisonment  'sexual assault in the first degree*in para-
for misdemeanors, see AS 12.55.135; for graph (1) of subsection (b).

sentences for violations, see AS 12.55.140. While neither 1982 amendment
Effect of amendments. — The first effect to the other, both have been given
1982 amendment, in subsection (b)(1), effect in paragraph (b)(1), set outabove.
deleted "or” preceding "kidnapping” and rig
my\
85
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adopt regulations to exempt a child or a class of children from the
requirements ofAS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the
use ofa child safety device is impractical because of physical or medical
conditions of the child.

(b)  The commissioner of public safety shall specify alternative
means of protection for children exempted under this section. (8 1ch

99 SLA 1984)

Effective date9. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one  approved by the governor on June 8, 1984.

Sec. 28.05.097. Child safety device loan program. [Effective
June 8,1985.] (a) There is established a child safety device loan pro-
gram in the Department of Public Safety, highway .-afety planning
agency.

(b) The director of the highway safety planning agency shall design
the child safety device loan program to work in conjunction with
private and federal programs operating in the state and shall

(1) provide to every hospital and birthing center in the state, subject
to the availability of funds, child safety devices for infants and children
to be loaned to the public at nominal fees;

(2) disseminate materials, printed advertisements, and radio and
television messages to educate the public about the risks of injury to
and death of unrestrained infants and children in motor vehicles and
to explain to the public the provisions of AS 28.05.095.

(c) A peace officer who stops a driver for an alleged violation of AS
28.05.095 shall inform the driver about the loan program. (§ 1ch 99

SLA 1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one  approved by the governor onJune 8,1984.

Sec. 28.05.098. Sale of child safety devices. [Effective June §,
1985 A person may not sell, offer for sale, or install in any m> “or
vehicle a child safety device that does not conform to all applicable
federal standards for the device on the date of the sale, offering, or
installation. (§ 1ch 99 SLA 1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one  approved by the governor on June 8,1984.

Sec. 28.05.099. Penalty. [Effective June 8, 1985] (a) A person
convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(a) or (c) is guilty of anffic&Sar
1] | ISijiand may be assessed demerit points as determined by regulations
of the department, notwithstanding the provisions of AS 28.15.231(h).
(b) A person who violates AS 28.05.095(a) by failing to provide a
child safety device or seatbelt may provide a peace officer, including a

13



§ 2805111 A laska Statutes § 28.05.121

village safety officer, proofofpurchase or acquisition, and installation,
of an approved child safety device or seatbelt. If the proofis provided
within 30 days after the issuance of a citation for the
court shall dismiss the citation and no joints shall be assesseamnder
(a) of this section unle;.s the person has

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by failing to
provide a child safety device or seatbelt;

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device or seathelt
and has forfeited the bail required by the citation; or

(3) provided the proofrequired by this subsection on a prior occasion.
(8 1ch 99 SLA 1984

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1984, makes this section effective one approved by t?ie governor on June 8, 1984.

Article 3. Subpoenas, Notices and Hearings.

Section Section
111. Subpoenas; witnesses and documents  131. Opportunity for hearing required
121. Giving of notice 141. Hearings and appeals

Collateral references. — Necessity before revocation of driver's license, 10

and sufficiency of notice and hearing ALR2d 833,60 ALR3d 361,60 ALR3d 427.

Sec. 28.05.111. Subpoenas; witnesses and documents, (a) The
commissioner and officers and employees of the department designated
by the commissioner may, for good cause, subpoena witnesses to give
testimony under oath or to give written deposition qun amatter under
the jurisdiction of the department with respect to this title, and requ-
lations adopted under this title. A subpoena issued under this section
may require the production of relevant books, papers, documents,
records or other tangible things designated in the subpoena.

(b) A subpoena issued under this section shall be served at least five
days before the return date, either by personal service made by a peace
officer or another person who is not less than 18 years of age or by
registered or certified mail. Return acknowledgment is required to
prove service by mail. The fees for the attendance and travel of wit-
nesses are the same as for witnesses appearing before the district court.

(c) A subpoena issued under this section may be enforced by the
district court. (§ 6ch 178 SLA 1978

Sec. 2805.121. Giving of notice. When the department is autho-
rized or required to give notice under this title or regulations adopted
under this title, unless a different method of giving notice is otherwise
expressly provided, notice shall be given by a qualified person, either
by personal delivery to the person to be notified or by registered or

14



§ 28.35.250 Alaska Statutes § 28.40.050

to the wearer potentially caused by the helmet. The adoption of these
regulations shall be under the provisions of the Administrative Proce-
dure Act (AS 44.62).

(b) A person who has reached the age of majority as defined by AS
25.20.010 may not be required to wear a helmet while operating a
motorcycle if the person is the holder of a license which, under regu-
lations adopted under AS 28.15.041, is classified singly as a license to
operate a motorcycle. (§ 1ch 230 SLA 1976)

Collateral references. — 7A Am. Jur.
2d, Automobiles and Highway Traffic,
§ 210.

Sec. 28.35.250. Application of law. [Repealed, 8 20 ch 241 SLA
1976.]

Sec. 25.35.260. [Renumbered as AS 28.40.100.]
Sec. 28.35.270. [Renumbered as AS 28.40.110.]

Chapter 40. General Provisions.

Section Section

050. Penalty for violations of law, regu-  100. Definitions for title
lations, and municipal ordinances  110. Short title

Sec. 28.40.050. Penalty for violations of law, regulations, and
municipal ordinances, (a) It isa misdemeanor for a person to violate
a provision of this title unless the violation is by this title or other law
declared to be a felony or an infraction.

(b) A person convicted ofa misdemeanor for a violation ofa provision
of this title for which another penalty is not specifically provided is
punishable by a fine of not more than $500, or by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or by both. In addition, the privilege to drive or the
registration of vehicles may be suspended or revoked.

(c) Unless otherwise specified by law a person convicted of a viola-
tion of a regulation adopted under this title, or a municipal ordinance
regulating vehicles or traffic when the municipal ordinance does not
correspond to a provision of this title, is guilty of an fafegtltign, and is

of this section, is not con-
sidered a criminal offense and may not result in imprisonment, nor is
a fine imposed for the commission of an infraction considered a penal
or criminal punishment; nor may the commission of a single infraction
result in the loss ofa driver’s license or privilege to drive in this state
except as may result from the accumulation of points under AS
28.15.221 — 28.15.261, or the registration ofvehicles; nor does a person
cited with an infraction have a right to trial by jury or to
court-appointed counsel.

166
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5-0659L
Ford
A/8/87
Original sponsors: Cotton, Ulmer,
Koponen, et al.
IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices

in motor vehicles.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
*rSection 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (@ Except as
provided in (¢) of this section, a person may not occupy a motor
vehicle vjhile In operation unless restrained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver may not
transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor vehicle unless the
driver has provided and properly secured each child as described in
this subsection. IT the child is less than four years of age, the
child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the
standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a
child safety device l.*‘infants- IT the child is four but not yet 16
years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety
device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States
Department of Transportation or iIn a safety belt, whichever 1iIs appro—
priate for the particular child.

(¢) Subsections (@ and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment
delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
or newspaper boxes;

(3 a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

1- JSHB 167 (Jud)
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under AS 28.05.096;

@ a person required to be restrained by safety

under (@ or (b) of this section if the motor vehicle 1is not equipped
with safety belts.

(d A person may not remove a safety belt from a vehicle solely
to be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e Notwithstanding any other provision of la.7, a peace officer
may not stop or detain a motor vehicle to determine compliance with
(@ of this section, or 1issue a citation for a violation of (@) of
this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop or
detain the motor vehicle other than for a violation of (@) of this
section.

Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(@ The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations to
exempt a person [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the
use of a [CHILD] safety device is impractical becauseof physical or
medical conditions of the person or class of persons [CHILD].

Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (@) A person convicted of a violation
of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(©)] 1is guilty of an infraction and may be
fined up to $15 [ASSESSED DEMERIT POINTS AS DETERMINED BY REGULATIONS
OF THE DEPARTMENT, NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF AS 28.15.231(b)]-

() A person convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(b) is
guilty of a violation and may be assessed demerit points as determined
by regulations of the department, notwithstanding the provisions of
AS 28.15.231(b). A person who violates AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.-
095(a)] by failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt

[SEATBELT] may provide a peace officer, including a village safety

CSHB 167(Jud) —2-
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officer, proof of purchase or acquisition, and installation, of an
approved child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT]. If the proof
is provided v?ithin 30 days after the issuance of a citation for the
violation [INFRACTION], the court shall dismiss the citation and no
points shall be assessed under this subsection [(a) OF THIS SECTION]
unless the person has

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by
failing to provide a child safety device or safety belt [SEATBELT];

(@ been cited for failure to provide a child safety device
or safety belt [SEATBELT] and has forfeited the bail 1i*eauired by the
citation; or

(@ provided the proof required by this subsection on a

prior occasion.

-3- CSHB 167(Jud)
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..dopt regulations to exempt u child or a class of children from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the
use ofa child safety device is impractical because of physical or medical
conditions of the child.

(b)  The commissioner of public safety shall specify alternative
means of protection for children exempted under this section. (§ 1ch
99 SLA 1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99. year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1981, makes this section effective one  approved by the governor onJune 8,198-1.

Sec. 28.05.097. Child safety device loan program. (Effective
June 8, 1985, (a) There is established a child safety device loan pro-
gram in the Department of Public Safety, highway safety planning
agency.

(b) The director of the highway safety planning agency shall design
the child safety device loan program to work in conjunction with
private and federal programs operating in the state and shall

(1) provide to every hospital and birthing center in the state, subject
to the availability of funds, child safety devices for infants and children
to be loaned to the public at nominal fees;

(2) disseminate materials, printed advertisements, and radio and
television messages to educate the public about the risks of injury to
and death of unrestrained infants and children in motor vehicles and
to explain to the public the provisions of AS 28.05.095.

(c) A peace officer who stops a driver for an alleged violation of AS
28.05.095 shall inform the driver about the loan program. (S 1ch 9
SLA 1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, cli. 99. year after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 198-1, makes this section effective one  approved by the governor on June 8,1981.

See. 28.05.098. Sale of child safety devices. [Effective June 8,
1985) A person may not sell, offer for sale, or install in any motor
vehicle a child safety device that does not conform to all applicable
federal standards for the device on the date of the sale, offering, or
installation. (§ 1ch 99 SLA 1984)

Effective dates. — Section 3, ch. 99, vyear after enactment. Chapter 99 was
SLA 1981, makes this section effective one  approved by the governor on June 8.198-1.

Sec. 28.05.099. Penalty. [Effective June 8 19S5 (a) A person
convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(a) or (c) is guilty of an infrac-
tion and may be assessed demerit points as determined by regulations
of the department, notwithstanding tne provisions of AS 28.15.231(h).

(b) A person who violates AS 2505.095(a) by failing to provide a
child safety device or seathelt may provide a peace officer, including a



§ 28,05.111 Alaska Statutes § 28.05.121

village safety officer, proofof purchase or acquisition, and installation,
of an approved child safety device or seatbelt. If the proofis provided
within 30 days after the issuance of a citation for the infraction, the
court shall dismiss the citation and no points shall be assessed under
(a) ofthis section unless the Person_has. . N

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by failing to
provide a child safety device or seatbelt; .

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device or seatbelt
and has forfeited the bail required b%/_the citation; or .

3 ﬁrowded the proofrequired by this subsection on a prior occasion.
(8 L1ch 99 SLA 1984)

Effective dntcs, — Section 3 ch. 59 year after enactment. Chapter 59 was
SLA 1981 makes this section efieclive one  approved by the governoron June 8. 198-1

Article 3. Subpoenas, Notices and Hearings.

Section Section
111 Subpoenas; witnesses and documents 131 Opportunity for hearing required
121 Giving of notice 141 Hearings and appeals

Collateral references. — Necessity before revocation of driver's license, It)
and sufficiency of notice and hearing  ALK2dS33,GOALR3d3CI,GOALR3d-127.

Sec. 2805111 Subpoenas; witnesses and documents, (a) The
commissioner and officers and employees ofthe department designated
by the commissioner may, for good cause, subpoena witnesses to give
testimony under oath or to give written deposition u%on amatter under
the jurisdiction ofthe department with respect to this title, and regu-
lations adopted under this title. A subpoena issued under this section
may require the production of relevant hooks, papers, documents,
records or other tangible things designated in the subpoena.

(b) A subpoena issued under this section shall be served at least five
days before the return date, either by personal service made by a peace
officer or another person who is not less than 18 years of age or by
registered or certitied mail. Return acknowledgment is required to
prove service by mail. The fees for the attendance and travel of wit-
nesses are the same as for witnesses appeal ing before the district court.

() A subpoena issued under this section may be enforced by the
district court. (§ 6¢ch 178 SLA 1978)

~Sec. 2805121 Giving of notice. When the department is autho-
rized or required to give notice under this title or regulations adopted
under this title, unless a different method of giving notice is otherwise
expressly provided, notice shall be given by a qualified person, either
by personal delivery to the person to be notified or by registered or

14
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ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 SEWARD ST. #8

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

907-586-1400

MARC HELLENTHAL POLL - JANUARY 1987 - SEAT BELT USE LAW

DISTRICT 1 - REPRESENTATIVE JOHN SUND
RESULTS-

QUESTION - ARE YOU FOR OR AGAINST A SAFETY UilLl LAY?
i/87 DISTRICT 1 RESULTS

FREQUENCY 19

FOR 332%

AGAINST  16.8%

SOUTHEAST ALASKA RESULTS

FREQUENCY 223
FOR 74.0%
AGAINST  25.9%

QUESTION - ARE YOU FOR OR AGAINST A SAFETY BELT LAY
FREQUENCY 1.47°

FOR 65.1%
AGAINST  34.9%

QUESTION - IF ALASKA PASSED A SAFETY BELT USE LAY YOULD YOU SAY
“HAT YOU ¥QULD ALYAYS YEAR A SAFETY BELT, ¥GUL» YEAR ONE MOST OF
THE TIME, VQULD SOMETIMES YEAR ONE, YOULD HARDLY EVER YEAR ONE,
OR YOULD NEVER YEAR ONE?

FREQUENCY 1,473

ALYATS YEAR SAFETY BELT 62.1%

YEAR SAFETY BELT MOSTOF THETIME  22.6%

SOMETIMES YEAR SAEETY BELT 8.0%

HARDLY EVER YEAR SAFETY BELT 8.3%

NEVER YEAR SAEETY BELT 1.64%

QUESTION - IF ALASKA PASSED A SAFETY BELT USE LAY DO YOU THINK IT
SHOULD BE.................

FREQUENCY 1,475

VERY STRICTLY ENFORCED 39.9%

SOMEYHAT STRICTLY ENFORCED  34.8%
NOT VERY STRICTLY ENFORCED, OR  14.0%
NOT AT ALL ENFORCED 11.0%
DONT KNOY S%

SEATBELT LAWS
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Seat-pelt Sawwould stem highway carnage

Surprising as it mtttqht seem, a recent public opinion non- bucklers apparently believe that if it was man-
Polls ows @b percenfof state remdentssurveyed arein EDITORIALLY dated by law, they would be more consistent in
avor of a mandatory seat-belt law. In the Mat-Su buckllng up.

Valley, those polled favored a seat-belt law by 69 SPEAKING some p eople mtgeht obhect to such law on the
percent. ?rounds It interferes with some o thelr  persona

Leglslatlon proposing such a law is_expected to be In Alaska, seat-belt legislation backers say ihe law  freedom. But as ever¥] new driver earns driving is a
introduced within a week, and_wijth "such over-  would save between 20and Hlives each year, prevent  privilege and not a right. The state stipulates numerous

whelmtn? upport by Alaskans, it should be fairly 7OO|nJur|es and save the state $12 million in medical  duties drivers must perform to mamtatn that privilege,

painless for legislators to give it speed ypassage and legal expenses and in lost production. If enacted, and it is not a c|v|| rights Issue to Impose ‘on more
Statistics from states with seat-belt laws indicate fatlure to wear seat belts would be a secondary of-  requirement.

that use of the restraints climbed dramatically once the  fense, meaning that drivers would be charged only if wenty-four states have adopted mandatory seat-

laws were in place. The benefits of the. increased use th%_v Were stopped for some other offense. belt laws. In Alaska, a measure as%ear teetered and

were also _dramatic. Traific fatalities were chopped he resylts of the recentepoll commissioned by the  fellin the House on a yote of his year, now

between 10and 26 percent, and costs to state govern-  Alaska Satety Belt Use C
ments causedg LPto accident injuries were aglso cut A[a Eans wh)o dont regu?

lition, indic ted that'even  that it Is clearly thewdl ofthe peo'p(l)eutg mstttute thts
substantially. value and support a law ' mak

Use seat belfs see thelr [ife-sayin measure legislator ve 1t the
ttg them mandatory The enthumas%c support it ngee sand deservesg



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

319 SEWARD ST. #8
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

907-586-1400

JOE HAYES & MIKE MILLER (JUNEAU)
CO-CHAIR ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

STEERING COMMITTEE

219187

THE ALASKa SAFETY BELT USE COALITION IS PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THAT FORMER SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE JOE HAYES,
REPUBLICAN AND FORMER REPRESENTATIVE MIKE MILLER,
DEMOCRAT OF JUNEAU ARE OO - CHAIRMAN OF THE ALASKA
SAFETY BELT USE COALITION STEERING COMMITTEE.

THE COALITION WILL BE ANNOUNCING THE ENTIRE STEERING
COMMI" HE MEMBERSHIP ON 2/13/67.

THE STEERING COMMITTEE WILL CONSIST OF MEMBERS AND

TECHNICAL ADVISORS INTERESTED IN PASSAGE OF MANDATORY
SAFETY BELT LEGISLATION FOR ALASKA.

SEATBELT LAWS



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 SEWARD ST. #8 FAcr

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAV

907-586-1400
ASOF FEBRUARY 4. 1986,24 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HAVE ENACTED
LAWS REQUIRING THE WEARING OF SEAT BELTS. THE LAWS GENERALLY REQUIRE FRONT
SEAT OCCUPANTS OF MOST MOTOR VEHICLES TO BUCKLE UP. THOUGH THE STATUES VARY IN
COVERAGE DETAILS. THIS SERIES OF ENACTMENTS OCCURED OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF
TIME. NO STATEENACTED SUCH A LAW EARLIER THAT 1984, AND ONLY NEW YORK™S LAW
TOOK EFFECT PRIORTO 1986

DRAMAT IC EVIDENCE FROM STATES AND NATIONS THAT HAVE ENACTED A LAW SHOWS
THAT LIVES ARE BEING SAVED. AMONG THE FIVE STATES WITH THE LONGEST EXPERIENCE
WITH SAFETY BELT LAWS - ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK AND TEXAS -
DECREASES IN FATALITIES RANGE FROM 10 - 26 PERCENT STATEPOLICE IN
MICHIGAN RECENTLY REPORTED THE FIRST WEEKEND WITH OUT A TRAFFIC FATALITY IN
10 YEARS -MORE THAN 500 WEEKENDS.

SEAT BELT USAGE RATES ARE RANGING AS HIGH AS 67% INCONNECTICUT AND 81% IN
HAWAI'I . BEFORE THE LAW TOOK EFFECT INHAWAT I SEAT BELT USAGE WAS 37% AND IN
CONNECTICUT ITWAS JUST 11.5% OVERALL SEAT BELT USAGE IN CALIFORNIA HAS
GROWN FROM 18% PRIOR TO THE BELT LAW TO 47% INJUNE, 1985. DEATHS OFMOTOR
VEHICLE OCCUPANTS DROPPED 5.1% IN CALIFORNIA COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN
1985 IN CALIFORNIA.

MORE THAN A DECADE HAS PASSED SINCE BELT USE BECAME MANDATORY THROUGHOUT
AUSTRALIA. BEI.TWEARING IS NOW AROUND 80% OVERALL. AS A RESULT, IT IS
CONSERVATIVELY ESTIMATED THAT VEHICLE OCCUPANT DEATHS HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY
20% AND SERIOUS INJURIES BY 30%.

IN CANADA SEAT BELT USAGE RATES BEFORE MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAWS WENT INTO
EFFECT AVERAGED 21%. IN 1983 .USAGE RATES AVERAGED 61%.

THE MOST RECENT NATION TOENACT A BELT <ELAW WAS GREAT BRITAN WHERE THE
LAW WENT INTOEFFECTON 1/31/83-

WITH THE LAW INEFFECT INGREAT BRITAN BELT USE JUMPED TO 95% FROM THE
PREVIOUS 40%, FATALITIES DECLINED BY 23% AND SERIOUS INJURIES BY 26%.

IT ISA CLEAR FACT. SEAT BELT LAWS ARE SAVING LIVES. LAWS INTHE 24 STATES HAVE
ALREADY BROUGHT ABOUT SEAT BELT USE AMONG MANY WHO DIDNOT USE BELTS
PREVIOUSLY .

ACCORDING TO THE H1GHWAY USERS FEDERATION STUDY 20 LIVES CAN BE SAVED IN
ALASKA IF A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAW ISENACTED. AS WELL AS 700
FEWER INJURIES AND A SAVINGS OF $12 MILLION IN MEDICAL COST
INSURANCE AND LEGAI EXPENSES ,LOST PRODUCTION AND HUMAN CAPITAL
COSTS,

IN ALASKA IN 1985 C86 STATISTICS NOT YET AVAILABLE) 100 OCCUPANT
FATALITIES OCCURED WITH ONLY SIX PEOPLE WEARING SEAT BELTS. ITMAKES
NO SENSE FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA TO PERMIT THE CONT INUED WASTE OF LIVES. MONEY
AND ENERGY THAT A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAW CAN PREVENT.

SEATBELT LAW'S



Official Business

Alaatra i&ate "Megislature

House of Representatives

Al A dam s
Chairman

Committee on rirance

MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

Date:

Subj:

All Members
Alaska House of Representatives
Alaska Senate

Al Adams
Representative

House District 22

February 10,1987

Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition/Mandatory Seat Belt Law

WHILE IN SESSION
Pouch V
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-3706

OUT OF SESSION
P.O. Box 333
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752
(907) 442-3320

1024 W. 6th
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 274-0615

The other day, | received a copy of afact sheet from the Alaska Safety Belt
Use Coalition in support of a mandatory seat belt law in Alaska.

1am dismayed that this organization continues to devote its considerable
resources to lobbying for passage of a mandatory— and unenforceable— law
requiring the use of seat belts. If this organization feels compelled to lobby
someone, perhaps their attention should be directed to Congress where
auto industry interests continue to stymie federal efforts to make our
automobiles safer— through the installation of air bags for example.

| find it ironic that given our current financial difficulties in Alaska and the
exhortations of the Administration and the Legislature to our fellow
Alaskans to become more self-reliant, we then argue that we cannot allow
people to take responsibility for their own actions regarding <he use of seat
belts. Public education—yes! Unnecessary and unenforcabie government
laws and regulations— no!

Attached for your information is a copy of aletter | have been sending to
constituents and other interested parties on this subject.

| look forward to discussing this matter with you at your convenience.



Alaska #tate fogtH Ilature WHILE IN SESSION
Pouch V
House of Representatives State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-3706
OUT OF SESSION
Chairman P.O. Box 333
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752
(907) 442-3320
1024 W. 6th
February 411987 Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 274-0615

Al A dam s

Committee on Finance

Official Business

Dear.

Thank you for the public opinion message regard'ng the proposed
mandatory seat belt lav.

| could not agree with you more that it is important that adults buckle-up
both for their own safety and as a role model for our children. | do not
believe, however, that the passage of a law—which even the most ardent
supporters of the measure admit is largely unenforceable— sends the right
message to our children. What is needed is simply that individuals take
responsibility for their own actions.

Therefore, while | support continued efforts at public education in this
area, | must remain opposed to passage of this legislation.

Again, thank you for your message. If | can be of any further assistance at
thist He, please don't hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

Al Adams
Chairman
House Finance Committee
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3/6/57 - THE ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION ENDORSES HB
167, REQUIRING SAFETY BELT USE IN PASSENGER VEHICLES. HB
167 WAS INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE SAM COTTEN AND HAS
11 CO-SPONSORS REPRESENTING DEMOCRAT AND REPUBLICAN

LEGISLATORS.

3/10/67 - IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS THE COALITION HAS
COLLECTED OVER 2,500 SIGNATURES IN SUPPORT OF A
MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAW IN ALASKA. THE SIGNATURES WERE
GATHERED AT THE FUR RENDEZVOUS BOOTH EXHIBIT
FAIR/ANCHORAGE, THE SOLDOTNA/PENINSULA CENTER MALL
FAIR, THE WORLD OF WHEELS CAR SHOW/ANCHORAGE, AND THE

IDITAROD DAYS FAIR/WASILLA.

3/67 - MICHIGAN TRAFFIC FATALITY RATE DROPPED DURING
1966. MICHIGAN'S TRAFFIC FATALITY RATE RELATIVE TO THE
NUMBERS OF MILEAGE DRIVEN WAS THE LOWEST IN HISTORY
DURING 1966, ACCORDING TO THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE WHO
CREDITED THE STATE'S SAFETY BELT USE LAW.

SAFETY BELT USE LAW NOTES -

* BELT USE LAWS MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO BUCKLE UP WHO
OTHERWISE WOULD'NT. BELT USE LAWS CAUSE FEWER MOTORISTS
TO KILL OR INJURE OTHERS. BELT USE LAWS RESULT IN BELT USE
HABITS THAT CAN PREVENT DRIVER LOSS OF CONTROL BY HOLDING
THE-DRIVER IN PLACE BEHIND THE WHEEL.

* OTHER SIMILAR TRAFFIC SAFETY LAWS PROTECT MOTORISTS
AND OTHERS, SUCH AS SPEED LIMITS, DRINKING AND DRIVING AND
DRIVER LICENSING. SAFETY BELT USE LAWS ARE CONSISTENT
WITH THESE AND OTHER LAWS.



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE .V I17/87

A SAFETY BELT USE LAW IN ALASKA : THE TRUTHS VS. THE MYTHS

A SEAT BELT LAV IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL - ON MONDAY , EEBRUARY 23, 1987
THE U.S. SUPREME COURT UPHELD THE ILLINOIS BELT USE LAV. IN EEEECT,
THE HIGH COURT HAS TOLD THE STATE COURTS AND LEGISLATURES THAT IT
EIHDS NO CONSTITUTIONAL BARRIER TO SAEETY BELT USE LAVS.

A SEAT BELT LAV VILL COST THE STATE MONEY TO IMPLEMENT - THE EACT IS
IS THAT A LAV VILL COST ZERO TO IMPLEMENT. THE ALASKA SAEETY BELT
USE COALITION, A NON - PROEIT SAEETY ORGANIZATION, PAYS EOR A ONE
YEAR EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO ACCOMPANY THE NEV LAV. THE
CAMPAIGN CONSIST OE T.V., RADIO, NEVSPAPER, AND DIRECT MAIL PSA’S AS
VELL AS PRESENTATIONS TO COMMUNITY’S, SCHOOLS, AND INTERESTED
ORGANIZATIONS AND CLUBS.

SEAT BELT LAVS DON'T YORK -25 STATES AND THE DISTBICT OF COLUMBIA
HAVE PASSED SEAT BELT USE LAVS. IN THE STATES VITH THE LONGEST
EIPEBIEHCE VI7H SEAT BELT LAVS, FACTS SHOV TMAT SEAT BELT USAGE IS UP
AND THAT DEATHS AND SEBIOUS INJURIES ABE DCVN. THE STATES VITH THE
LONGEST EXPERIENCE VITH SAFETY BELT USE LAVS - ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN,
MISSOURI, NEV JERSEY, NEV YORK, NORTH CAROLINA AND TEXAS SHOV
DECREASES IN FATALITIES RANGE FROM 10-26 PERCENT. IN OHIO SAFETY BELT
USE BEACHED NEARLY 50 PERCENT IN SEPTEMBER, 1986, TRIPLE THE AMOUNT OF
OHIO MOTORISTS VHO BUCKLED UP BEFORE THE LAV VENT INTO EFFECT. IN NEV
MEXICO A 20 PERCENT REDUCTION IN TRAFFIC DEATHS HAS OCCURED SINCE THE
LAV VAS IMPLEMENTED. IN IOVA SAFETY BELT USAGE HAS RISEN TO 46 PERCENT
FROM 27 PERCEHT BEFORE THE LAV. IN LOUISIANA THERE HAS BEEN A SAVING OF
ALMOST 100 LIVES COMPARED TO THE 1985 FIGURES. HAVAII - THE NUMBER OF
TRAFFIC RELATED DEATHS HAS DECREASED 56 PERCENT SINCE THE LAV BECAME
EFFECTIVE IN DECEMBER, 1985.

ALASKANS ARE NOT SUPPORTIVE CE*A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAV - THE
EACT IS IS THAT OVER 65 PERCENT OE ALASKANS SUPPORT A MANDATORY
SEAT BELT LAV. STRONG APPROVAL CAME EROM INDEPENDENTS (64.6 % IN
EAVOR), DEMOCRATS (72.9 % IN EAVOR), AND REPUBLICANS (59.3 % IN
EAVOR). 84.7 PERCENT OE THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS SAID THEY VOULD
VEAR THEIR SEAT BELTS IE AH ALASKAN MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAV VERE
PASSED. OVER 30 ORGANIZATIONS AND OVER 7,000 ALASKANS HAVE SIGNED
PETITIONS IN EAVOR OE A MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAV IN ALASKA.

A MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAV IS UNENFORCEABLE - BELT USE LAVS
ARE SELF ENFORCEABLE. THE HELLENTHAL SURVEY IN JANUARY SHOVED
THAT 84.7 PERCENT OE ALASKANS VOULD OBEY THE LAV ONCE IT PASSED.
THE STATES THAT HAVE PASSED BELT USE LAVS IN EEEECT HAVE
COMPLIANCE RATES AVERAGING AT ABOUT 50 PERCENT VITH STATES LIKE
HAVAII AT 81 PERCENT, TEXAS AT 66 PERCENT, MICHIGAN AT 55 PERCENJ’,
LOUISIANA AT 55 PERCENT AND THE LIST GOES ON. BELT USE LAVS SERVE AS
AN INCENTIVE TO THOSE VHO OTHERVISE VOTJLDN’T BUCKLE UP ONCE THE
HABIT OE BUCKLING UP OCCURS IT RARELY DIHINSHES .

SEATBELT LAWS



USING SEAT BELTS IS AM INDIVIDUAL RIGHT - FOR THE ARGUMENT OF
PERSONAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS TO HAVE VALIDITY, THOSE VHO CHOOSE
NOT TO USE SEAT BELTS MUST SHOV THAT ONLY THE INDIVIDUAL IS
AFFECTED TO DO THAT THE INJURY OR DEATH VOULD HAVE TO OCCUR IN THE
PERSON’S GARAGE; THE VICTIM VOULD HAVE TO DISAPPEAR INTO A BLACK
HOLE VITH NO ONE VONDERING VHERE THE PERSON VENT. THAT IS
CERTAINLY NOT VHAT HAPPENS VHEN AN UNRESTRAINED PERSON GETS
HURT OR KILLED IN A TRAEFIC ACCIDENT. VE ALL SUPPORT STOP SIGNS,
HEAD LIGHTS AND YIELDING THE RIGHT OF VAY TO PEDESTRIANS. NO ONE IS
SUGGESTING THAT THESE REGUALTIONS ARE A FIRST STEP TO A GOVERNMENT
STATE. NEITHER ARE SEAT BELT LAVS.

SAFETY BELT EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS ARE MORE EFFECTIVE THAN SEAT
BELT LAVS - FOR THE PAST 25 YEARS, CAMPAIGNS UTILIZING THE MOST
SOPHISTICATED EDUCATIONAL AND COMMUNICATION METHODS HAVE FAILED
TO HAVE ANY LASTING IMPACT BEYOND THE CAMPAIGN. THE AMOUNT OF
MONEY SPENT IS GREAT AND THE RESIDUAL IMPACT SLIGHT. THE 25 STATES
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA THAT HAVE PASSED MANDATORY SEAT BELT
USE LAVS HAVE BEEN ASSISTED BY COALITIONS SUCH AS OURS VITH
FUNDING FOR EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS TO ACCOMPANY PASSAGE OF THE
LAV. SAEETY BELT USE LAVS AND AN AGGRESIVE EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN
MUST BE COMBINED TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM USE. EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS
ARE ONLY PART OF VHAT IS NEEDED TO GET THE JOB DONE. A LAV IS THE
OTHER PART.

A SEAT BELT LAV VILL TAKE THE POLICE AVAY EROM OTHER IMPORTANT
DUTIES - THE OPPOSITE IS TRUE. A TRAFFIC FATALITY OR INJURY DUE TO
NON USE OF SEAT BELTS MEANS THAT THE POLICE MUST OCCUPY HIS TIME
VITH THIS ACCIDENT INSTEAD OF PREVENTING OR INVESTIGATING OTHER
CRIMES. BASICALLY A SAFETY BELT USE LAV VILL ~"LLOV OFFICERS TO
HAVE MORE TIME TO CONCENTRATE ON OTHER TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
PROGRAMS.

3 9seSw :1SstF»8TY BELT USE COALITION
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801
907-586-1400



JULIA CARLTON

Three JD H S

im portance

« Julia Carlton, Cindy Hauver, and Shan-
non Sexton have been named Jun FaH
Dou%as quh Schoal coor?mators of the
Alaska Safe ){ Belt Use Coalition

The coalition Is backing a mandatory
seat belt law In Alaska.

Julia, Cindy and Shannon will be active
in promoting passage of the law, as well as
in discussing why seat belts are important
safety devices in‘an automobile.

Julia s art edytor for the yearbogk, a
member of Distributive Education Clubs
of America and active in the Alaska Close-
up Program. Shannon also Is active in the
Alaska Close-up Program. Cindy also par-

CINDY HAUVER

students to

ofm andatory

t|C|pates |n yearbook production and the
cIose u ga

eJune u-Douglas High School coor-
gmaiors believ tha‘ a mandatopi, seat
elt law In Alaska will save lives, |nJur|es
and mﬁ Z

“There are now Zstates and D.C. with
seat belt use laws. The states with the
longest experience with safety belt use
laws - lllinois, Michigan, Texas, New
]]1ersey el York and North Carohna -
ave experienced the number of fatalities
going down by 10to 26Fercent they said

in a prepared‘statemen
Iﬁ ]k %e lastyear of available auto-

seat belt

SHANNON SEXTON

help prom ote

la w

mobile accident statistics, 100 Alaskans
were killed on our streets and highways;
HAofthem didn’t wear seat helts
Frank Bickford, executive director of
the Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition, sa|d
The coaliti n |s excited to have Juli

S annon an ¥]servm g.as coor |na
gatthelrhlgh school. Their enth u5|asm
experienc In school activities will be

a real asset In securing passa(ie ofa man-
datorR/ seat belt law in Alaska h|syear e

JDHS coordinators collected in
just one week close to 10 names of stu-
dents who support a mandatory seat belt
law in Alaska.
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th e E ditor

The Daily News-Miner welcomes letters to the editor, P.O. Box 710,

.Fairbahks? AK 99707.Each letter must carry thename ind address of

the writer, which will be published. Letters thatare libelous orin poor
taste will be rejected. Thank-you letters will be published in the
“Applause” column. Because ofspace limitations, the following rules
generally apply: Aletter may notbe longerthan 350 words. Copies of
letters from one person to another will not be published. No one may
publish more than one letter per month. Political endorsement letters
from outside our readership area will not be published. The Daily
News-Miner reserves the ".ight to edit or reject any lett it

1

March 5,1987
P.O. Box 72928
Fairbanks, AK 99707
To the editor:

Requiring seat belts to be worn is
no more a threat to our civil liber-
ties than requiring motorists to
obey stop signs and traffic lights.
Seat belts, as well as stop signs and
traffic lights, have proven to be im-
portant factors in reducing deaths
and injuries in traffic accidents.

In addition to the safety factor,
seat belt laws are cost effective.
Studies show that for every dollar
invested insafety belt use, the state
saves $37.50. Safety belts can re-
duce traffic fatalities, which are
eight times as expensive to investi-
gate as non-injury accidents. Offic-
ers would have more time to con-
centrate on other traffic enforce-
ment programs.

Safety belt use can reduce the
chances of deaths and serious in-
juriesinautomobile accidents by 50
percent. It can also lessen the bur-
den shared by families, loved ones,
taxpayers and employers after a
needless death or injury caused by
an accident on our roads and high-
ways. And, experience has shown
that high belt use can only be
attained in states with safety belt
laws.

A safety belt use law in Alaska
will cause people to buckle up who
otherwise would not.

Sincerely,
Ron Miller

Seat belt law
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Letters
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Why you should
favor seat belt law

Dear Mr. Editor: .

I am responding to a letter re-
garding seat belt requirements. The
author was apparently given some
wrong information in regards to seat
belt requirements for her kids'.'and
passengers.

| do believe in required seat belt
wearing for everyone. It is not going
to do your child much good if you are
in a car accident and your child was
buckled down and lives and you did
not wear a seat belt and the para-
medics are picking up body parts off
the road.

Be a little realistic also. In the
end, everybody pays for people who
don’t wear seat belts - everybody.
Say John Doe smashes into Jane
Smith. Jane Smith sues John Doe.
Mr. Insurance Man turns around to
Mr. John Q. Public to recoup its loss-
es by charging higher insurance
rates to all paying customers.

| am a single parent of three chil-
dren. | wince with pavn every time |
gel a notice from my insurance com-
pany because it always says my in-
surance is going higher because
some nimrod with a similar model
car has too many accidents, so they
must raise my rate. | can only
stretch my budget so far before |
break. ,

But the one thing that | always do
before | start the car is strap the kids
into their seats or car seats, willingly
or unwilling. My oldest daughter is
so good about having her seat belt
put on that when | forget to put hers
or mine on she will tell me, “Mom,
our seat belts; if we don’t put on our
seat belts the cops will give us a tick-
et and take you to jail.” The five sec-
onds it takes to strap your child into
its seat could mean the difference be-
tween a lifetime of sorrow or a life-
time of happiness.

I don't know where the letter writ-
er got her information about who sits

PIN IO N

wh”re and on who or "there is no
provision for that," but she ought to
try going up to the legislature and
obtaining a copy of the bill mandat-
ing car seats or seat belts for chil-
dren up tb seven years of age. First .
of all, the seat belt law does not ap-
ply to kids or people who are riding a
community bus or school bus. | be-
lieve that if you have a five-seater
car with seven people to squeeze into
those seats, you.put what you can in-
to those five seats. You would not be
penalized for the two children who
could notfit into a seat. | also believe
that if you do have a child who is
handicapped, there arc special provi-
sions. And, never puttwo children in-
side the same seat belt; that does
more harm than good.

As for a child sitting on his moth-
er's lap and being happy or a child
buckled into his seat screaming and
crying and making the driver ner-
vous and on edge, try to imagine a
very large brick with several hun-
dred pounds of pressure per square.
inch squashing you. That is what it
would feel to a child with his parent’s
weight crushing it. | would tend to let
(and in fact | do) my Ciiild(ren)
scream their little brains out all they
wanted. 1'd rather be deaf than have
them dead because | didn’t particu-
larly care to listen to them scream. |
realize that i* is frustrating at times.
There are ti. s that | would like to
super glue their lips shut or put a
large strip of duct tape over their
lips before we get into the car. In
fact, it gets so frustrating sometimes
that | join in screaming with them.
Then they all stop and all turn
around and look* at me like who is
this strange woman driving this car?
Then they either laugh at me or we
have a fun game to see who can
scream the loudest.

In summation, | could think of a
lot more other things | would like to
complain about and things that |
don’t'like besides a seat beltlaw. Re-
member, a seat belt could save your
life. It saved mine. | wentover a 160-
foot cliff with one on, and lived. One
other person didn’t have one on and
he died. | am very lucky to be alive
today and | want to continue living to
see my children grow up happy and
healthy.

Put their seat belt on, show them
you care.

Sincerely,

Dora L. Miller

Juneau



U.S. Supreme Courtupholds

3/a Vv /f&

An Illinois woman who lost her bid to have

the U.S. Supreme Court strike down her state’s

safety-belt-use law now says she will wear a
safety belt.

"I should, I guess, because it is a law and |
guess it’s going to stay one," said Elizabeth J.
Kohrig after the Supreme Court refused to hear
her case.

The Supreme Court dismissed Kohrig's
challenge Feb. 23 "for want of substantial
federal question.”

Kohrig challenged the law after she
received a $25 fine for violation of that state’s
1985 law requiring the use of safety belts. The
challenge, based on a right to privacy undo-
due process of law, was rejected in October by

Safety-belt laws gain ground

Illinois law

*he Illinois Supreme Court.

Lois Robinson, executive director of the
lllinois Coalition for Safety Belt Use, said:
This"decision is going to help safety-belt use
become a way of life."

The Illinois law isn’t the only one to have
been challenged in court and upheld. The
Hawaii safety-belt-use law also, was chal-
lenged, according to Hardy Hutchinson,
executive director of the Hawaii Coalilionjor
Safety Belt Use.

TTie Hawaii State Intermediate Court of
Appeals, in a unanimous decision, rejected a
challenge by a woman who claimed that the!
law limited her rights when she was cited for |
not wearing a safety belt. The court ruled the)
"enormous social cost of unnecessary death and'
injury" justifies the seat-belt law.
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POLITICAL AND GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you for or against a
safety belt law?

FHeguenoy Fo— Agiasl. -

STATE HOUSE DISTRICTS:

1 19 83.2% 16.8%
2 12 72.4% 27.6%
7 102 65.7% 34.3%
4 28 68.7% 31.3%
5 19 49.8% 50.2%
6 6 35.7% 64.3%
7 42 52.6% 47.4%
8 109 60.5% 39.5%
9 91 67.3% 32.7%
10 126 70.2% 29.8%
11 88 58.9% 41.1%
12 85 68.6% 31.4%
13 86 59.1% 40.9%
14 96 68.9% 31.1%
15 98 65.1% 34.9%
16 106 69.4% 30.6%
17 19 74.3% 25.7%
18 41 53.0% 47.0%
19 19 73.3% 26.7%
20 69 46.1% 53.9%
21 51 61.8% 38.2%
22 9 65.3% 34.7%
23 8 77.5% 22 %
24 9 76.9% 23.1%
25 9 100.0%

26 10 68.2% 31.8%
27 116 65.7% 34.3%



PAGE 2

Are you for or against a
safety belt law?

Frequency Egl AgaiflsL.

AREAS OF ALASKA:

Southeast 74.0% 26.0%
Sitka 65.7% 34.3%
Cordova-Kenai-S. Anc. 43.3% 51.7%
Anchorage 65.0% 35.0%
MatSu 69.4% 30.6%
Greater Fairbanks 56.8% 43.2%
Rural Alaska 77.7% 22.3%
Kodiak 65.7% 34.3%
TOTAL ROW PERCENT 65.1% 34.9%

STATE WIDE RESULTS

In total, 1473 Alaskan adults were interviewed between January 8th and
17th, 1987.

Question - Are you for or against a safety belt law?

Response - For : 65.1 % Against: 34.9%

Question - If Alaska passed a safety belt use law would you say that you
would always wear a safety belt, would wear one most of the time, would
sometimes wear one, would hardly ever wear one, or would never wear one?
Response - Always wear a safety belt: 62.1 %, Wear safety belt most of the
time: 22.6%, Sometimes wear a safety belt: 8.0%, Hardly ever wear a safety
belt: 3.8%, Never wear a safety belt 3.5%.
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LETTERS

Why you should
favor seat belt law

Dear Mr. Editor:

I am responding to a letter re-
garding seat belt requirements. The
author was apparently given some
wrong information in regards to seat
belt requirements for her kidstand
passengers.

| do believe in required seat belt
wearing for everyone. It is not going
to do your child much good if you are
in a car accident and your child was
buckled down and lives and you did
not wear a seat belt and the para-
medics are picking up body parts off
the road.

Be a little leaiistic also. In the
end, everybody pays for people who
don’t wear seat belts - everybody.
Say John Doe smashes into Jane
Smith. Jane Smith sues John Doe.
Mr. Insurance Man turns around to
Mr. John Q. Public to recoup its loss-
es by charging higher insurance
rates to all paying customers.

I am a single parent of three chil-
dren. | wince with pain every time |
gel a notice from my insurance com-
pany because it always says my in-
surance is going higher because
some nimrod with a similar model
car has too many accidents, so they

must raise my rate. | can only
stretch my budget so far before |
break.

But the one thing that | always do
before | start the car is strap the kids
into their seats or car seats, willin ;ly
or unwilbng. My oldest daughter is
so good about having her seat belt
put on that when | forget to put hers
or mine on she will tell me, "Mom,
our seat belts; if we don’t put on our
seal belts the cops will give us a tick-
et and take you to jail.” The five sec-
onds it takes to strap your child into
its seat could mean the difference be-
tween a lifetime of sorrow or a life-
time of happiness.

| don’t know where the letter writ-
er got her information about who sits

where and on who or “there is no
provision for that,” but.she ought to
try going up to the legislature and
obtaining a copy of the bill mandat-
ing car seats or seat belts for chil-
dren up to seven y 'rs of age. First
of all, the sea- belt \w does not ap-
ply to kids or people who are riding a
community bus tr school bus. | be-
lieve that if you have a five-seater
car with seven people IO squeeze into
those seats, you nut what you can in-
to those five seats. You would not be
penalized for the two children who
could not fit. into a seat. | also believe
that if you do have a child who is
handicapped, there are special provi-
sions. And, never put two children in-
side the same seat belt; that does
more harm than good.

As for a child sitting on his moth-
er’'s lap and being happy or a child
buckled into his seat screaming and
crying and making the driver ner-
vous ar.d on edge, try to imagine a
very large brick with several hun-
dred pounds of pressure per square
inch squashing you. That is what it
would ftel to a child with his parent’s
weight crushing it. | would tend to let
(ar.d in fact I do) my child(ren)
scream their little brains out all they
wanted. |'d rather be deafthan have
them dead because | didn’'t particu-
larly care to listen to them scream. |
realize that it is frustrating at times.
There are times that | would like to
super glue their lips shut or put a
large strip of duct tape over their
lips befcre we get into the car. In
fact, it gets so frustrating sometimes
that | join in screaming with them,
rhen they all stop and all turn
around and loolj at me .ike who is
this strange woman diM .ig this car?
Then they either laugh at me or wn
have a fun game to see who
scream the loudest.

In summation, | could tb D3
lot more other things | wouk
complain about and things that |
don’t'like besides a seat beltlaw. Re-
member, a seat belt could save your
life. It saved mine. | wentover a 160-
foot cliff with one on, and lived. One
other person didn’t have one on and
he died. | am very lucky to be alive
today and | want to continue living to
see my children grow up happy and
healthy.

Put their seat belt on, show them
you care.

Sincorely,

Dsra L. Miller

Juneau
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Seat belt law TITTT

March 5,1987
P.O. Box 72928
Fairbanks, AK 99707
To the editor:

Requiring seat belts to be worn is
no more a threat to our civil liber-
ties than requiring motorists to
obey stop signs and traffic lights.
Seat belts, as well as step signs and
traffic lights, have prove: tobeim-
portant factors in reducing deaths
and injuries in traffic accidents.

In addition to the safety factor,
seat belt laws are cost effective.
Studies show that for every dollar
invested in safety beltuse, the state
saves $37.50. Safety belts can re-
duce traffic fatalities, which are
eight times as expensive to investi-
gate as non-injury accidents. Offic-
ers would have more time to con-
centrate on other traffic enforce-
ment programs.

Safety belt use can reduce the
chances of deaths and serious in-
juries inautomobile accidents by 50
percent. It can also lessen the bur-
den shared by families, loved ones,
taxpayers and employers after a
needless death or injury caused by
an accident on our roads and high-
ways. And, experience has shown
that high belt use can only be
attained in states with safety belt
laws.

A safety belt use law in Alaska
will cause people to buckle up who
otherwise would not.

Sincerely,
Ron Miller
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Anchorage Times
Anchorage. AK
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Put seat belts into law'
DearEditor: -

Over the past two weeks | have watched several.
TV debates, news programsand read news articles .
concernln? amandatory seat belt Iaw in Alaska.

have T>een amazed at the f a|ure of the OHJPO-
nents of a seat belt law to realize that one 0
wa s the statj of Alaska can save money and lives
hrough passage of mandatory seaf belt leg-
|s|at|0n People Wwho oppose the mandatory seat
belt law don’t expect to be left bleeding and broken =
at the scene if their fo||¥ leads to disaster.

K IDectto be attended by emergency medi-
cal tec nologists, transported t0 modem hospitals
and treated in emergency rooms,

They expect physmans and other medical E)ro
fessionals o com etex cure them at no cost so
they can get ack in their cars and speed away
unencumbered and unrestrained.

Another point that needs clarification is educa- e
tion. For years this state has been spending money
on seat belt education campaigns, When the cam-
paigns end seat belt usage ratés fall. Education is
%reat but it must work hand-in-hand with a law,

c.Experience in the 24 states that have a Seat belt
aw has shown that high belt use can only be at-
tained with the combination of seat belt laws and
education. A mandatory seat belt law will cost
; nothing_ to the state’s treasury and will save the
.state niilling of dollars.
Janet Thornton
Elmendorf
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by Patty Langman

Candace Ranney

Student

Since | never wear one, it
would be difficult for me to be
comfortable with a law like
that- although 1| realize it does
save lives.

How would you
JoAnn”~Loughran
Housewife

I think it would be a good law.
There's a law for children
under the age of 7 to be in a
carseat or seatbelt, why not set
a good example!

DEWALK POLL

feel about a m

John Dunker

Self-employed Woodworker

If it could be done without
greatly increasing enforcement
costs, | think it could be a good
public education tool, perhaps a
necessary one.

andatory

seatbelt

Bertie Selvey
Bridge Player

I'm 100% for itl Fastening
seatbelts is an easy habit to
form and is well worth the ef-
fort. Lives and injuries saved by
seatbelts make the need for this
law obvious.

law ?

Cindy Rutherford

Counselor

| feel that seatbelts are definite-
ly life-saving devices and should
be utilized whenever ap-
propriate. | think the law
should be implemented!



ytosave lives, money
Alaska

at the present t|me IS suffermq from
ahseroug %et crisis. In oéd tq deal with
. ?et ess _many Ideas have Dbeen

brought Torward. One |ssue tha% should b?
con5| erid is a mandatory seat belt law, |
wt Ink about I1t, @ mandator set elt law

| Tessen the ecaonomic |oss In Alaska from
auto related mgurtes which is estimated to
gostJ ftate ¥near some million,
Inclu ? 0St wages, eétlcal expenses, INsur-
ance costs, and propérty damage.

[t 1S an unquesttona le fact that Alaska
cannot a f?rd not to buc Ie up. rrlandator
feat elt not save IVes an
essen urte ut wv” p save the state
ofAIas m|I|onso ollars.

—Debra Turner
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Seat be»ts would save lives -Xx

Over 45,000 lives are lost each year on out
nation’s highways, and hundreds of thousands
are seriously injured, some with permanent
disabilities. Motor vehicle accidents are the
Reading cause of death for persons between the
ages of one and 34 years in the U.S.. me

Seat belts alone could save 9,000.to 12,000
lives each year, thousands of disabling inju-
ries, and billions of dollars in costs.

In 1985 there were 121 motor vehicle related
fatalities statewide, of which 100 were occu-
pants. But only six were wearing seat belts.-

There are three ways to get people to usea
occupant restraints: (1) education; (2) mandato-
ry seat belt laws; and (3) passive restraints.

More lives could be saved by a combination
of all three strategies. Better crash protection
systems include safety belts combined .with
airbags., :

Twenty-six states plus the District of .Co-
lumbia'have passed mandatory seat belt legis:
lation. Let's hope Alaska is not the last state
to recognize that a mandatory seat belt law
makes sense. And fihally, let’s start putting
more pressure on the automobile industry) to.
install passive restraints in all new cars.

* —Mark 9?7 Johnson
Juneau
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ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE

Frontiersman
Pa er, Alaska
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Roberta Custer, Wasilla:
Definitely. 1 won’t let my Kids
ride without buckling up. You
have a better chance to survive
an accident if you wear a
seatbelt.

8 Would you support a mandatory seat belt law?

Dale Heich, Wasilla: Yes, for
safety. I’ve had friends that
have been in accidents and gone
through the windshield. That
wouldn’t have happened if
they’d had a seatbelt on.

Bob Chamberlain, Wasilla:
Yes. especially for the safety of
kids. Child cat* scats should be

mandatory.

Rick Mehaffey, Wasilla: Yes.
So many people die with all the
drunk drivers around. Seatbelts
ara especially good for little
kids—they have a whole life to

live.
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Seat belt non-users hurt all

"Jalm es D. Bennett objects to my suggestion
that people who refuse to wear their seat belts
when riding In automobiles should have to
pay .higher'insurance rates. He' apparently
does-not understand that those who do not
wear seatbelts make everyone else's rates go
up. Any Insurance agent can explain Why this

is so.
* It Is patently unfair that | should have to

.pay higher rates because Mr. Bennett and

people like him-will, not take the .simple
precaution of .buckling up. Refusing to wear
seat,belts, /contrary to popular belief, Is not

e .primarily a matter of personal choice. It Is
e blatant irresponsibility which unjustifiably

Infringes on the rights of everyone else. .-
meme — @ U'mftrster

?4m -

»

Courts have upheld seat belt Iaws
. Regardmﬁ tthe Feb. Iettter writte

nrett on sea urthe.lela or
t|0n n t?] cs | 'vea |n the IIﬁnms case
p rhaps ene |c A\ ower court
|n0|s d uethe seat It W unconshtu-
tlona ewo et grumg |sa
ormebr ta%e Islator. who vote %am—
se en it was asse ?/ |e
Hmms le ?%ure In e "decision 1S
QHJJ) %e to the||||n0|sS reme Court
H& t this cout to rﬁverset e ﬁ|son of
the ercourt ang uphold t’tesea ?
fher states with seat he Qave ace
S|m| rI|t| atlons In New Yor eCISIOn 0
%urt)enllere summar t
mentu det_ elt law nDecm ﬁe
co nm court | ancas%er Count ebraska
e asass}eat\l It use [aw against
arc a en? enras acourt specm-
ca yru led that'the seat betuse aw:
*Is a proper exercise, of the state’s pollce

0Wf)oes ?ot g Pn”ve any fundamental nght

lib ert or free ?

Is not vold orvz%gueness

tra.r?oes not classi unreasonanIy or arbi-
es not delegate legislative authority to

t efegggat]g?vv%nlgtte ang rights under eltlh

the t\?ebraska Constltu¥|0ng or t?t UnlteJ

States Constitution. . .

—Dennis DeWitt
Statewide chairman

Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition



eAnchorage Daily News

Seat belt law required courage ;.

, It is awelcome breath of legislative courage
that brings us a mandatory s”at belt law. It is
time that Alaskans realize that while this may
be the-"last~frontier,” it is still a society.
Everybody’s-'actions, to some extent, .affect
everybody else' Is it. fair that l.should pay
higher autolinsurance'rates because. Others‘up
here insist upon driving irresponsibly? Is it
fair that | should pay higher health insurance
rates' to subsidize those who consider it their
right to notyWear atseat belt .and-thereby
suffer greater injuries .if j.they "are-in an
accident? Many, of those who were, recently so
vocal in their concern about.;the -lehking fail
tanker might do.ivfell to ask. themselves if

there isi‘really ?atiy 'difference,'.-except in.

would 'also like'./tp 'know, wHy insurance
policies'are’h’'ot written that would void one’s

Buckling up saves. lives

eIn response .td'a letter’ from James D.
Bennett aboutseat belt laws, | sure hope the
gentleman has'good health insurance if he
ever should be ‘tra car accident. How many
people out thereldriving have no insurance
whatsoever? Many can’t afford it, | realize,
but who pays for the hospital? We do. Time
and time again many lives and injuries could
have been saved;;if we had all buckled up.
How long does intake to do that?

By the way, #Mr. Bennett, you’re lucky you
live here in the.good old U.S. of A" In Europe
you w ill buckle,up. Children are sitting in the
backseats strapped in tight. | have seen people
driving with little ones in their lap. How
many innocent little ones get killed in cars
every year because some people have no
b& ?i, & ..V, LI

b m$v" —Marianne Schreiber

jr. - B CIE
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MBS seat belts”

May 20,1986
475+Halvorson Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709
To the Editor:

I am greatly disappointed that’ '

the mandatory seat belt law
(CSHB224) failed to pass.
lam a paramedic and Twork on a

first response ambulance. Since*

19761 have not seen the death of a
driver or a passenger wearing a
seatbelt. Those that have ciedwere
notwearing seat belts. Itis also my
experience that seat belts have not
only saved lives but also they save
occupants from facial disfiguring
injuries, permanent handicaps and
long-term hospitalization.

| believe that the legislators who
voted againstthis bill should now

the unbeltrd driver can cafise acci-
dents tha': could otherwise be
avoided. The injuries to the un-
belted driver and passengers cre-
ate costs to police and ambulance
and medical services that are
otherwise unnecessary. The ex-
pense of supporting a comatose
auto victim for a perod of years
usually becomes a financial burden
of the state and federal govern-
ment.

| suggest that your readersread
the accident reports in the news-
paper and note the greater incident
of injury to unbelted victims as
compared to those that are belted.

Since the child auto seat belt law-
passed | have seen that the un-
belted,adults in an auto accident
are the one's injured and, thankful-
ly, the belted children (due to the

.talk to their local ambulance Ser‘( |aw) escape without injury.

vices and hospital emergencyroom *

staff before this bill is considered
again. | was appalled only one of

our local legislators supported this,

Wear your seat belt. 1 wouldn’t
drive across your parking lot with-
out one on.

Donaid A. Callahan

bill. I applaud Niilo Koponenfor his. L

support;* \Y

re;.. Wearing a seat belt'should hotbe
f a personal choice., The;unbelted
i-\ driv~r;is;a;h.a"dAfo-others on the-”
', 'road.’Re’cannot control his vehicle
y as;well,;as‘a;belted driver in
I . emergencysituations.’l kh'ow:this
fropi a personal experience ofroll-
*: ing a vehicle while belted in. Thus
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Three to five seconds
~ould have saved lives

NP ««r Editor: )

» There have been numerous letters

| and articles lately regarding the pros
and cons of automotive scat belts,
and the legislature getting into the
act attempting to make it mandatory
adds fuel to the fire. After the acci-

dent June 26th near Spaulding Beach
condo3, | feel |I have to state my
views also.

The 13-year-old girl In the rear
scat is lucky to be alive, having been
fortunate (?) enough to cannon-ball
into the rear ofthe front seat, rather
that through the front windshield as
usually happens. She sustained head
injuries and numerous bruises and
contusions. She Impacted the seat
with enough force to tear the seat
from its mo'int(ngs In the frame. Her
mother and step-father weren’t so
lucky. Her step-father struck the
steering wheel, dash, and windshield
with tremendous force, causing al-
most instantaneous death and mas-
sive internal and external injuries.
Her mother, who had just been ap-
pointed to a judgeship in her home-
town, also impacted the dash and
windshield with equal force causing
somewhat the same injuries with
massive internal bleeding. Although
they both showed some vital signs
when first responding units arrived,
the greatamountofinternal bleeding
and numerous injuries resulted hi
their deaths. None of the three were
wearing seat belts.

For me, it’s not possible to de-
scribe the aftermath ofa collision be-
tween a human body and the Interior
ofacar and windshield. | was there,
assisting where | could, doing what
was asked of me, but a part of me
wasn’t there. You know, you see It,
but your mind just doesn’t acceptit.
It’s later, when you sit and critique
the response, discuss whatwas done,
what could have been done, maybe
what wasn’'t done, that it starts to
sink in. Thatyoung girl’s mother and

father are gone. Forever. The three"
to five seconds it takes to latch most
automotive seat belts could have
made a difference.

That accident stretched the bor-
ough's resources in men and equip-

ment. As the people were removed '

and vital signs were extremely weak
or non-existent, EMTs from Lynn
Canal, Auke Bay, Glacier, and Ju-
neau fire departments attempted to
find and stabilize life signs. The
young girl went off to the hospltal In
the first ambulance. Her mother was

assigned to R-2, Glacier's ambu-
lance; the father to R-I, Juntau’s
ambulance. It takes six to etghtj

trained EMTs doing several different
things almost simultaneously in ard
attemptto return life to a person wha
has no vital signs. Plus someone to
drive the ambulance and someone on'
the radio relaying information to the
hospital conraiming the patient’s con-
dition. Luckily for Juneau, there Is
an abundance of people, both paid
and volunteer, who put In a lot of]
lime and effort to become EMTs and
trained rescue personnel. Unfortu-
nately. in this instance It was to no
avail. A person can't help wondering
if seat’belts would have made any
difference. Imagine, just three to
five seconds.

While all this frantic effort was
going on with the three casualties,
the fourth victim, the lone driver of|
the second vehicle, was left in the
driver’s seat of his demolished car.
He had stable vital signs, could con-
verse with the EMTs and resc 'e per-
sonnel, and was able to assise us in
removing him from the car. He
walked to my pickup, as an ambu-
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

Robert J. Sundberg

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY Commissioner
DIVISION OF STATE TROOPERS ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 89507

March 3, 1986

Mr. Frank Bickford

Statewide Coordinator

Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition
319 Seward Street, #8

Jeneau, Alaska 99801

DA-tr Mr. Bickford:
The Alaska State Troopers enforcement of a mandatory seat belt law will be
that enforcement incidental to other traffic stops in the normal course of

patrol as well as information developed in the course of traffic accident
Investigations.

Sincerely,

C

Colonel Michael C. Kolivosky
Director
Alaska State Troopers

MCK/In
cc: Rep. M. Mike M iller



Denise McKinne
Route 2, Box 54-D Vista Drive
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

March 16, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
State Affairs Chair
Pouch V

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

The intent of this letter is to strongly urge the SupBort of
HB 167. Unfortunately, | will be out of town and unable to
participate in the teleconference on March 20, 1987.

| have always advocated freedom of choice and the rights of
the individual, and will continue to do so as long as the
individual making the decision is the only person affected by
the outcome. However, in the case of safety restraints, the
decision not to use them by one person has the potential of
injuring or killing others, as well as costing our state a
fortune in health care dollars.

| would like to think that education of the public alone would
be sufficient to encourage the use of seatbelts, but in ny
position as the Education Coordinator of our local hospital,
and being directly involved with community education, know
it is not. Working in our emergency room, | have seen first
hand the results of not using_safetﬁ restraints mere times
thant | care to remember. It is such a tragic, unnecessary
waste.

It will take a law. Please help to push this life saving and
dollar saving bill through this session.

Thank you for your attention.



March 11, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
State Affair's Committee
Room 102, Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Chairman Ulmer:

| would like to comment on HB 167: "An act relating to mandatory
use of safety devices."”

First, let me say that | endorse and support HB 167. In 1985, the
last Kear of available automobile accident reports, 100 Alaskans
were killed on our streets and highways and only 6 of the 100 were
wearing seat belts. These statistics are tragic, but the real
tragedy is' that many of these deaths could have been prevented had
thes_(a p(%ople been wearing theib' seat belts at the time of their'
accident.

Obviously, if' everyone would voluntarily wear, their' seat belts,

there would be no need for a law. Studies have even demonstrated

that most people are aware of the lifesavir.g value of safety belts and
know that they can only be effective if' they are worn. Yet, many
people neglect to wear their seat and shoulder belts.

Educational/volunteer campaigns promoting seat belt use have been
launched here in' Alaska for years. The amount of money is' great
and the residual impact slight.

Experience in the 25 states that have seat belt laws has shown that
high belt use compliance can_best be attained with the combination
of seat belt laws and education. P

In state after state after the mandatory seat belt law has passed,
data shows that compliance is much higher than it was prior to the
law. The five states with the longest experience with safety belt
laws —IlIllinois, Michigan, New Jersey, New York and Texas - decreases
in fatalities range from 10 to 26 percent.

Box 101821 Anchorage, Alaska 99510 (907) 272-8222



Representative Fran Ulmer -2- Marchl1ll, 1987

Seat belt laws are saving lives, preventing injuries, and achieving
savings for states in'medical insurance cost, legal expenses, lost
production and human capital costs. The weight of the facts calls
for a seat belt law in' Alaska.



Mr. Herbert E. Everett
3217 Wiley Post Loop
Anchorage, AK 99517
March 9, 1987

Fran Ulmer
District 4, Juneau
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Legislator,

As a fellow Alaskan, I support you in your efforts for a Mandatory Seat Belt
Law in Alaska in 1987. As a safety professional, | tell you that a seat belt

law must be passed.

Twenty-four states and the D istrict of Columbia have approved seat belt laws.
The statistics from these states show that compliance 1is going up and deaths

and injuries are going down.

In addition to the safety factor, seat belt laws are cost effective. Seat
belts can reduce traffic fatalities which are eight times as expensive to

investigate as non-injury accidents.

A recent statewide poll in Alaska shows that over 65 percent of Alaskan
residents support a mandatory seat belt law. The message is clear =-- let's
start saving lives, reducing injuries, and saving the economy's money by adop-

ting a seat belt use law.

I'n closing, I would like to add that in 15 years of investigating auto
accidents, I have never seen a fatal individual wunbuckled from the wreck.
Thank you for your support in the "life saving effort."

Sincerely,

HERBERT E. EVERETT cy to: All Alaskan Legislators



Joe L. Hayes

March 11, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
State Affairs Committee
Room 102, Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Chairman Ulmer:

1 would like to comment on HB 167: "An act relating to mandatory
use of safety devices.”

First, let me say that | endorse and support HB 167. In 1985, the
last year of available automobile accident reports, 100 Alaskans
were Killed on our streets and highways and only 6 of the 100 were
wearing seat belts. These statistics are tragic, but the real
tragedy is that many of these deaths could have been prevented had
these people been wearing their seat belts at the time of their

accident.

Obviously, if everyone would voluntarily wear their seat belts,
there would be no need for a law. Studies have even demonstrated
that most people are aware of the lifesaving value of safety belts and
know that they can only be effective if they are worn. Yet, many
people neglect to wear their seat and shoulder belts.

Educational/volunteer campaigns promoting seat belt use have been
launched here in Alaska for years. The amount of money is great

and the residual impact slight.

Experience in the 25 states that have seat belt laws has shown that
high belt use compliance can best be attained with the combination
of seat belt laws and education.

In state after state after the mandatory seat belt law has passed,
data shows that compliance is much higher than it was prior to the
law. The five states with the longest experience with safety belt
laws - 1llinois, Michigan, New Jersey, New York and Texas - decreases
in fatalities range from 10 to 26 percent.

Box 101821 . Anchorage. Alaska 99510 (907) 272-8222



Representative Fran Ulmer -2- March 11, 1987

Seat belt laws are saving lives, preventing injuries, and achieving
savings for states in' medical insurance cost, legal expenses, lost
production and human capital costs. The weight of the facts calls
for a seat belt law in Alaska.
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Seat-belt [aw would stem highway carnage

Surprising as it might seem, a recent public opinion
poll shows 65 percent of slate resi'l .nts surveyed are in
favor of a mandatory seat-belt law. In the Mat-Su
Valley, those polled favored a seat-belt law by 69
percent.

Legislation proposing such @ law is expected to be
introduced within a week, dN0 with such over-
whelming support by Alaskans, it should be fairly
painless for legislators to give it speedy passage.

Statistics from slates with seat-belt laws indicate
that use of the restraints climbed dramatically once the
laws were in place. The benefits of the increased use
were also dramatic. Traffic fatalities were chopped
between 10 and 26 percent, and costs to state govern-
ments caused by auto-accident injuries were also cut
substantially.

EDITORIALLY
SPEAKING

in Alaska, seat-belt legislation backers say the law
would save between 20 and 50 lives each year, prevent
700 injuries, and save the state $12 million in medical
and legal expenses and in lost production, if enacted,
failure to wear seal belts would be a secondary of-
fense, meaning that drivers would be charged only if
they were stopped for some other offense.

The results of (he recent poll, commissioned by the
Alaska Safety Bell Use Coalition, indicated (hat even
Alaskans who don't regularly use seat belts see their
value and support a law making (hem mandatory. The

non-bucklers apparently believe that if it was man-
dated by law, they would be more consistent in
buckling up.

Some people might object to such a law on the
grounds it interferes with some of their personal
freedom. But as every new driver learns, driving is a
privilege and not a right. The state stipulates numerous
duties drivers must perform to maintain (hat privilege,
and it is not a civil rights issue to impose on more
requirement.

Twenty-four states have adopted mandatory seat-
belt laws. In Alaska, a measure last year teetered and
fell in the House on a vote of 20 to 20. This year, now
that it is clearly the will of the people to institute this
life-saving measure, legislators should give it the
enthusiastic support it needs and deserves.
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Seat belt law
common sense

| f you were making a list of common-sense ideas
that are so obvious they shouldn’t require
legislation, buckling your seat belt would be at

the tog. ) o _
It shouldn't require legislation, but according to a
recent poll, most Alaskans believe' it Astatewide

poll by Marc Hellenthal of Hellenthal & Associates
shows that a majority of Alaskans favors a mandatory
seat belt law for our state.

Sixty-five percent of Alaskans said they favored the
passage of state legislation that would require drivers
and front-seat passengers of cars to wear their seat
belts. Atotal of 1,473

Alaskan adultsiwere leeiic. lo
interviewed inthepoll, 100U C. IS aseal
which was conducted belt law. needed in
Jan. 8-17.

Support for aseat belt A laska?
law is widespread across -
the state. In Anchorage, the support was 65.1 percent;
in Fairbanks, it was 56.8 percent; in Southeast Alaska,
it was 74 percent; in Kodiak, it was 65.7 percent; in.
rural Alaska, it was 77.7 percent; and in South
Anchorage, Valdez and the Matanuska- Su3|tna Valley,
the support was 60.6 percent.

Only Kenai residents were opposed'to a seat belt'law,
by a slight margin, 49.8 to 50.2 percent.

Few Alaskans have not been in a serious auto
accident personally or had a friend, co-worker or
relative involved in one. To say the least, the
experience is not fun. All too many times, an auto
accident results in serious injuries that often are
permanent.

It only seems that if there was a way to reduce the
severity of injuries suffered in auto accidents - or
avoid injuries altogether - the Alaska Legislature
should mandate it.

That’s exactly what a seat belt law would do.

Jaywalking is illegal, and so are other acts that can
be dangerous. How, then, is driving without seat belts
fastened, which is just as dangerous, different?

It-s not. That’s why a mandatory seat belt law, which
would cost the state nothing, is needed in Alaska.
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Lifesavers

THE DEBATE over the
mandatory use of seat belts,
has divided those who view
them as a life-saving device
and those who resist any in-
fringement, no matter how
well-intentioned, on personal
freedom.

eEven those who oppose
the bill pending in the state
House don’t deny what re-
epeated studies have proven
— that wearing seat belts
saves lives.

A law requiring that chil-

' 'dren under the age of seven
be restrained while riding in
automobiles was passed in
1984 with little debate. Few
would be willing to contest

any action intended to save j .
the lives’ of little children.”Y*

Y et adults view the situation
differently when it's applied
to them.

<OPPONENTS argue that

they have the right to take

responsibility for their own
actions. They are willing to
bear, the possible conse-
guences of not buckling up.
“It’s my life,” is their rally-
ingcry. . .

: But not all of those rugged
individualists are killed out-
right by their folly. Some arc
only maimed. Society is then

forced to take up the burden
of caring for those who won't
or can't take care of them-
selves.

Various statistics have
been printed in these col-
umns intended to prove the
value of wearing seat belts.
Here’s one more argument:

A three-year-old girl, es-

caped uninjured Memorial
Day weekend when the car
in which she was riding went
out of control and rolled over
on the Sterling Highway, She
was securely strapped into
her car seat. The girl’'s
mother, who was driving the-
car, wasn’t wearing her seat
bon. bne was killed,

. eV
MOST PEOPLE don't re-
sist the idea of wearing seat
belts, given sober reflection,
After all, Alaskans are used
to strapping themselves in
.every time they get.on an
ahplune — and nobody ar-
gues aboutthat, - .
[/ Let'slook at it this way: If
£ law requiring the use of
seat belts merely jogs the
memories of those who
simply aren’t In the habit of
buckling up, and gets them
into the habi' of doing so,
isn't it a worthwhile exercise
in good lawmaking?
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Alaska

Buckle up or pay price

If you leave your car parked in one spot for too long,
the worst that happens is that someone else can’'t find a
parking spot — and you will pay a small fine. But if you
drive without a seat belt,.you increase the risk of injury
or death. )

Some Alaskans think government goes too far when it
proposes a small fine for-people who don’t wear their
seat belts. Fortunately, the Alaska state House put those
arguments aside and voted 22-16 to require use of seat
belts in cars that have them.

As experience has shown in the 17 states that passed
similar measures, seat belt laws save lives. Michigan
reported 14 percent fewer traffic deaths in the seven
months since its law took effect, with 87 lives saved.

Alaska’s proposed law is hardly a Draconian measure.
There will be no SWAT teams snooping on moving cars;
officers will check compliance as they enforce other
traffic laws. The fine is only $15, hardly more than a
parking ticket in Anchorage.

A seat belt law is a reasonable way for the state to
encourage people to do what’'s good for them. And those
who find the law objectionable can refuse to buckle up
— they'll Just have to pay a price for doing so. If they’re

0P v c° : , .
5.8 them thei®ines st-them 515- H they're not. it could
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% LIKE THE winter season, \ list of accomplishments.’*,
the legislature down in the.V*v'Gov. Booth Gardner saw
statd rof Washingtonm.has "at leastadozenmajor pieces ;
come and gone/*Ahead of r;pf “legislation eclear both
Schedule,yetie ~ s ® " " house? — including one bill,,
;] Unlike Alaska;where the J;it’'s worth noting here. thal.
legislature convened in Jan- L'will make seat belt use
uary and is still, in session .{mandatory in Wflshingtnru
with an adjournment date .:*Onder terms of that leg-'
scheduled forlMay 12, the — isiation, drivers ana passen-
120tli day, the lawmakers at '~ gers who fail to buckltTup,
Olympia convened in- Jari-"".will - receive ¢ warnings?
uary for a-session limited to \ through the_rest of this year.

60days. - - Effective Jan. 1.1987. ticksis

They adjourned last week, will'be issued bv police,to.
on the 59th day — .'a day those who fail touse their-
ahead of schedule and with seatbelts. MVAVERVA g
an envious record o0 f - m. e
achievements behind them. THE POINT for Alaskans

:fo remember is that other
h BY ALL ACCOUNTS, the "states,*with; much larger
1986 Washington Legislature  populations and many more
was one of the best in the™Tissues.to confront, can
state’shistory, <"~".-.sfe.gy.handle legislative chores -in
s Veterans of past; legisla-Jhalf.the time it takes our
tive wars ~ and newspapers '.""lawmakers and do it in good
that have noted the failures ~fashion.'.V cme
of earlier sessions — e x - S o could Alaska, if only
pressed equal astonishment fithe professional politicians
and pleasure. For example, 'Ewho populate the legislature

the Seattle ATimes reported, r.would quit LEhinking they
cn n,, nn~-i_j
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Time to buckle up v

« "A# ! ® ‘ L.
* On the issue of requmng Alaskans to use their seat
belts the state House recently took a drive backwards.;/
Fortunately, today it can go forward once again. .

In March, the House passed a seat, belt law, 22-16. But
on a reconsideration vote, it sent the bill back fo"
committee. R.urai Iegislators opposed the bill, saying it-
was unnecessary in areas where lower speeds and little
traffic pose fewer risks. Their concerns are understanda-
ble, and an amendment today will address them.

That still leaves strong opposition from those who.
think government shouldn’t require people to do what’s
good for them. But'wearing a seat belt is a life and. *
death matter that does affect one's, fellow citizens. Not
buckling up leaves society to pick up the pieces —in this
cast, with more rescue services, greater health care costs
and higher insurance rates. State government does not
reach too far when it says buckle up or face a $15 fine.
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‘FOR THE LACK of one
vote, a bill diedwhich would"
have made seatbelt, use in
Alaska mandatory.\ That's
too bad. But let’s offer a pre-
diction. in another year— or
.maybe' two, or even three —
the Alaska law will be
changed and motorists will
be required to buckle up.
And by then, after more peo-
pie have died unnecc'essarily
on our streets and highways,
the mandatory nature of'the

law will'.be no big'deal,
There’s no denying «that
saves

. lives, and that’s not the argu-

. ment used by opponents of

the bill. -« *

*They see mandating seat-
belt use as. an infringement
on personal freedom. They
don’'t say that about fasten-
Ing seatbelts in an airplane. '

AIRPLANE passengers
buckle up as a matter of
course — even though the
chances of needing a fas-
tened seatbelt is a hundred
times more likely in an auto-
mobile than it is in an air-
plane.

But one foe of this pro-
posed legislation called it a

li fe

and death

case of* coersive'do-gooder-
ism.”. ' )

Yet -a" young Hillside
woman probably, has <'her
seatbelt to thank for her life.
Several weeks ago,, her car
left- the road after-.she ‘fell

asleep at the wheel. The ve-
hicle smashed through a row

..of - mailboxes .and became

airborne before coming to
rest in a gully 300 feet away.
She escaped without/serious
injury. . " - N

JUST this week,’Anchor-v
age police arriving on the *
scene of a rollover accident .
expected to find a body in- .
side' the .crushed car. .They
expressed surprise .on find-
ing, that the driver suffered”
only minor injuries. He, too,
was wearing his seatbelt. ‘o

These two instances' are
just the .latest to be related
in. these columns in an effort
to change the minds of peo-
ple who resist the. idea of
taking those 'extra few se-
conds to buckle up;

.The legislature has chosen
to' leave that decision up to
thejndividual; Hopefully, re-
sponsible . Alaskans  will
choose life over death.
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Seat belts save lives

Even though mandatory seatbeltusage failed to
become law this year, the Alaska Safety Belt Use
Coalition hasn’t given up its efforts. The organiza-
tion has vowed to press next year’s legislators to

approve the legislation.

The group has begun its 19117 push by citing acci-
dents during the recent Memorial Day weekend in
which neither person who. died in highway crashes
wore a seat belt. The fiv<cE passengers in those two
fatal wrecks all were wearing seat belts and sur-

vived.

Other data cited by the-coalition says 20 to 50
lives could be saved annually in Alaska if a manda-
tory seat belt law were enacted, 700 fewer people
would be injured, and $12 million would be saved in
medical cost insurance and legal expenses, lost pro -

duction, and human capital costs.

Last year, of the 126 persons killed in traffic
accidents in Alaska, atleast79 were hotwearing seat
belts.

%

In addition to the safety factor, the group cites

..the cost effectiveness of seatbelts. Studies show that

for every dollar invested in safety beltuse, the state
saves $37.50.

Public acceptance of the negqgd to use seat belts

would be a benefitto all Alaskans. Itwould help save

lives, and reduce needless Injuries-and-expenses.
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Why not save a life?

AS THE mass of evidence
continues to grow, it be-
.comes.harder and harder to
deny that wearing seat belts
saves lives. Time and time
again, accident reports tell
of cases where the occu-
pants of vehicles involved In
serious accidents emerge
relatively unscathed be-
cause they were wearing
their seat belts.

A current TV spot graphic
cally Ilustrates, with dum-
mies, what happens when an
unrestrained infant is in-
volved in a collision. Simply
put, the baby dummy is
crushed against the. dash-
board by the weight of the
grown-up dummy. Unfortun-
ately, it’s a situation which
too often occurs in real life.

RECENT. STUDIES indi-
cate an alarming decline in
the use of safety devices,
particularly among the very
young.

A University of Alaska
study conducted in Anchor-
age shopping mall parking
lots found that more than
half the children observed
were riding unrestrained in

sSJiC

o -

automobiles. The drivers of
those vehicles, smost likely
the children’s parents, were
breaking the law.

Alaska’s Child Restrain#-.
Law requires that childreifl
under the age ofeseven b$
buckled into a seat belt or
confined in a federally ap-
proved safety seat, when rid-
ing in a vehicle. Alaska’s not
alone in this requirement, as
most states have similar
laws on the books. o

NOR IS Alaska alone iniits
lack of compliance, whici,
runs about 50 percent nation-
wide..-,. 1

The Alaska Legislature, in
its wisdom, decided last ses-
sion to let adults decide for
themselves whether or not
to buckle up. It’s not an op- f
tion for children. : |

For many Anchorage
families, this is the season
for long Sunday drives and
excursions around the state.
Those few extra seconds
needed to properly restrain
a child may save that child
from becoming another sad
statistic. It’s a matter of life
and death—and it’s the law. ;
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Alaska seatbelt

:*<asr"V" ....................

law is need&d

sew people utter so much as a word of
objection when forced to fasten their seatbelts
on an airliner, yet when someone mentions
* the. possibility ofa law mandating the same action in a
car, all sorts of squawks result. ..

Seatbelts are not new. Neither Isthe/act that
sealtbelts save lives. Butwhenever a move Is made to
enact a seatbelt law, Instead of stretching to fasten;;
those life-savers, a great many- people prefer instead $
stretch logic to argue againstit: '

They say seatbelts are uncomfortable. They say they

» won’t getin an accident. And most amazingly, they say *
.itis a matter of civil liberties Whether they want to

buckle a seatbelt. 1

. Consider this; Some seatbelts are uncomfortable,
but not as uncomfortable as bouncing your head off a
dashboard or a windshield in an accident. People say
they won’t get into an accident, but every day of the
week, someone in Juneau alone is involved In one. Not; *

a single one of those accidents is planned M t

t Finally, there’s the weakest argument ofall - civil
liberties. When it comes to freedom of speech and
freedom ofreligion, the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of.::
Rights speak loudlyand clearly. But nowhere Is there?*/s..
right not to wear seatbelts. In fact”, if there wefe su&f'd'1*
right, no doubt someone somewhere would have .. 'J,
challenged incourt airline regulations requmng
seatbelts. eV .

The plain fact of the matter is that seatbelt use can ¢
- and should - be mandated by state law. Many states

already enacted such a law, and as a result the 4
. number of people killed each year on their hlghwaxs

. has been reduced.

VAnNd that’s the whole pomt ofhavmg a seatbelt law:
~S"*17? lives. If It didn’t save lives, no one would care ™ "*u
whether anyone wore seatbelts. Ifit didn’t save I|ves’\""'
probably np cars.would eVen have them; R V17
- e saYehves Buttheonlywaytheydothat .

ar them. Thatsvvhyalaw sneeded1n oV
-"feP"hdat"eatbeItusc .
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IS buckling w

Imagine a disease that claims 40,000-50,000 lives ev-
ery year. Another 2 million people are hurt by it annu-
ally, many so seriously they will never return to their
normal lifestyle. Every man, woman and child has a 33
percentchance of catching it during his or her lifetime.
It is the leading cause of death in Americans between
the ages of 1and 38, and it accounts for the majority of
new cases of paraplegia and isthe primary cause of ep-

ilepsy.

Ff)t/his disease were real, you could bet there would
be telethons, fund-raising drives and massive reseatfS?
efforts. You could bet that if there were a way to pre-
vent the deaths and injuries through legislation, state
legislatures and Congress would adopt a law in a min-
ute. t
This*“disease” isn’tthe kind caused by bacteria, and
it isn’t carried in genes. It is caused by simple mis-
takes, errors in judgment, bad weather or other cir-
cumstances. i

This "disease” is serious auto accidents. Though
there may not be a way to stop them - except by driv-
ing defensively and keeping your vehicle in good oper-
atingcondition - there Is definitely away to reduce the
number of deaths and injuries they caus

e,

It's called asehat belt. Tt has beén_installed in every
new ¢ rlé%ld In the country since etonlg an esti-
mate gpercent ofdrivers r_e%uarl wears one.

According to the National Highway Safety Adminis-

tration, half of the people who die each year in auto ac-

Eidetnts could have survived if they had worn their seat
eats.

. ‘V

Despite that fact oflife, people continue to die simpl;
because they refuse to wear a seat belt.

Ironically, in all S0states, a mother is required to se
cure her child in her car, but in Alaska at least, she i
not required to use her seat belt while she drives tha
car. That means ifshe isinvolved in a serious auto ac
cident, her child has a far better chance ofsurviving o
escaping injury than she does.

Rep. Mike Miller of Juneau is sponsoring a bill in th
Alaska Legislature aimed at evening those odds. 1
adopted, his bill would require the driver and front- an'
back-seat passengers to wear seat belts.

According to a statewide poll conducted for the Alas
ka Safety Belt Use Coalition by pollster Marc Heller,
thal, 66 percent of Alaskans support such a law. Slight
ly more than 79percent said they would wear their sea
belts ifrequired by law, and an equal percentage said,
seat belt law should be strictly enforced.

A small number of people have railed against th-
idea of mandating that Alaskans wear seat belts. The;
say itis a violation of their rights and that governmen
his no business telling them what to do, eveu when i
comes to personal safety.

When considered in a vacuum, those argument:
make a certain amount of sense. If a person wants
bang his head against a brick wall and if it hurts no oni
else, he should allowed to do it. It is simply impossibh
to legislate against self-inflicted injuries,

When a person doesn’t wear a seat belt and is killec
or injured in an auto accident, he is hurting far more
than himself. He is costing himself and his family ir
lost health, money and companionship. The person
driving the other car involved in the accident also must
pay, coping with the memory of hurting or killing an-
other person who wasn’t wearing a seat belt.

To that small number of people who believe in liber-
ty or death, those costs may be worth not having to
buckle a seat belt.

To the 66 percent of Alaskans who favor a seat belt
(!fﬂ"” however, those costs shouldn’t have to be paid at
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same
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Favors seat belts

Four]ﬁl il

Fairbanks, AK

To the edit
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t belts are dangerous for
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Put sdeat belts into law
Dear Editor:
Sverthe past two weeks | have watched several.
TV debates, news rogramsand read news articles .
.concerning a mandator seatbelt Iaw mAIaska
have been amazed at the failure of the OHJ 0-
nents of a seat helt law to realize that one o he
wa?/s the state of Alaska can save mone%/ lives
s through passage of mandatory seaf belt leg-
islation. “People Wwho oppose the mandatory seat
belt law don’t expect to be left bleeding and broken e
at the scene if their follt( leads to disaster.
Kex ect to be attended by emergency medi-
aI techno oglsts transported t0 modem hospitals
Heate In emer enc?{ rooms
They expect physicians and other medical pro-
fessmnals to com Ietex cure them at no oSt S0
they can get back in their cars and speed away
unencumberedan unrestralned
Another point that needs canftcatton IS educa-
tion. For years this state has heen s en Ing money
on seat belt education campaigns. When the cam-
paigns end seat belt usage ratés fall. Education is
reat, but it must work hand-in-hand with a law,
Experience in the 24 states that have a seat belt
'law has shown that high belt use can only be at-
tained with the combination of seat belt laws and
education. A mandatory seat belt law will cost
nothing to the state’s treasury and will save the
state nilling of dollars.
Janet Thornton
Elmendorf
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by Patty Langman

Cai dace Ranncy

Sitide,.!

Since | never wear one, it
would be difficult for me to be
comfortable with a law like
that—although 1 realize it does
save lives.

How would you

JoAnnJ_,oughran

Housewife

I think it would be a good law.
There's a law for children
under the age of 7 to be in a
carseat or seatbelt, why not set
a good examplel

DEWALK POLL

feel about a

John Dunker

Self-employed Woodworker

If it could be done without
greatly increasing enforcement
costs, | think it could be a good
public education tool, perhaps a
necessary one.

m andatory

seathelt

Bertie Selvey
Bridge Player

I’'m 100% for ill Fastening
seatbelts is an easy habit to
form and Is well worth the ef-
fort. Lives and injuries saved by
seatbelts make the need for this
law obvious.

law ?

Cindy Rutherford

Counselor

| feel that seatbelts are definite-
ly life-saving devices and should
be utilized whenever ap-
propriate. | think the law
should be implemented!



Anchorage Daily News Thursday, January 29, 1987

A way to save lives, money

Alaska at the present time is suffering from
a serious budget crisis. In order to deal with
the budget mess many ideas have been
brought forward. One issue that should be
considered is a mandatory seat be't law. If
you think about it, a mandatory seat belt law
will lessen the economic loss in Alaska from
auto related injuries which is estimated to
cost the state each year some $12 million,
including lost wages, medical expenses, insur-
ance costs, and property damage.

It is an unquestionable fact that Alaska
cannot afford not to buckle up. A mandatory
seat belt law will not only save lives and
lessen injuries but it will help save the state
of Alaska millions of dollars.

— Debra Turner
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Require seat belts

Dec. 1,1986
542 Fourth Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
To the editor:

To fasten or not to fasten a seat
beltis not a matter of personal pri-
vilege. There is a responsibility to
the public thatis of greater import-
ance. Children left withouta parent
can become a ward of the public.
Hospital treatment inflates cost of
medical attention and of insurance
premiums. Liability claims affect
the cost of auto insurance. Auto
accidents are the biggest single
cause of lost work time and on-the-
job fatalities. Americans lose 45
millionwork daysayearasaresult
of car crashes. Highway accidents
cause more deaths than heart
attacks and falls combined. On and
off the job accidents cost $70 billion
a year.

A family member and passenger
would not have survived an acci-
dent, not thei; fault, (and two
blocks from their office) had they
not been fastened in. The ambu-
lance driver said, “We have a fatal-

ity here” as they approached.
Another recent accident, in which
the fatality was impaled on the
steering wheel column, could have
been less serious if a seat belt had
been in place.

Today 25 states and the District
of Columbia have mandatory seat
belt laws. Alaska needs one also.

Sincerely,
Everett Wilde
Special Agent
The Prudential



Seat belts would save lives

Over 45,000 lives are lost each year on our
nation’s highways, and hundreds of thousands
are seriously injured, some with permanent
disabilities. Motor vehicle accidents are the
Reading-cause of death for persons between the
ages of one and 34 years in the U.S..

Seat belts alone could save 9,000 to 12,000
lives each year, thousands of disabling inju-
ries, and billions of dollars in costs. .

In 1985 there were 121 motor vehicle related
fatalities statewide, of which 100 were occu-
pants. But only six were wearing seat belts.-

There are three ways to get people to use*
occupant restraints: (1) education; (2) mandato-
ry seat belt laws; and (3) passive restraints.

More lives could be saved by a combination
of all three strategies. Better crash protection
systems include safety belts combined .with
airbags. .

Twenty-six states plus the District of .Co-
lumbiahave passed mandatory seat belt legis-
lation. Let’s hope Alaska is not the last state
to recognize that a mandatory seat belt-law
makes sense. And fihally, let’s start putting
more pressure on the automobile industry to

install passive restraints in all new cars.
— Mark $£ Johnson

Juneau
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Kubcria Cusler, Wasllla:
Definitely. 1 won't let my kids
ride without buckling up. You
have a better chance to survive
an accident if you wear a
seatbelt.

ei
W ould you
Dale llclch, Wasllla: Yes, for
safety. I’ve had friends that

have been in accidents and gone
through the windshield. That
wouldn’t have happened if
they’d had a seatbelt on.

support a mandatory

Bob Chamberlain, Wasllla:
Yes, especially for the safety of
kids. Child cat' seats should be

mandatory.

seat belt law ?

Rick Mehaffey, Wasllla: Yes.
So many people die with all the
drunk drivers around. Seatbelts
are especially good for little
kids—they have a whole life to

live.



( ‘Sedtbelt non-users hirtall T? o -

NJslmej D. Bennett objects to my suggestion
that people who refuse to wear their seat belts
when riding in automobiles should have to
pay higher* insurance rates. He' apparently
doesvnot understand that those who do not
wear seatbelts make everyone else's rates go
up. Any Insurance agent can explain why this

Is so. e «

>' |t Is patently unfair that | should have to
.pay higher rates because Mr. Bennett and
people like him-will.not take the .simple
precaution of buckling up. Refusing to wear
seat.belts,/contrary to popular belief, Is.not
.primarily a matter of personal choice. It Is
blatant irresponsibility which unjustifiably

infringes on the rights of everyone else.
' Rrews(er

" Courts have upheld seaf belt 3w
¢ Regarding the Feb. 28 letter written by
James Bennett on seat belts, further elabora-
tion on the facts Involved In the Illinois case
would perhaps be beneficial. A lower court In
Ilinois did rule the seat belt law unconstitu-
tional. The Judge who made this ruling Is a
former state legislator who voted against the
seat belt bill when It was passed by the
Illinois legislature In 1985. The "decision Is
being appealed to the Illinois Supreme Court.
We expect this court to reverse the decision of
the lowercourt and uphold the seatbelt law.

Other states with seat belt laws have faced
similar litigations. In N?w York a decision of
the Supreme Court entered summary Judg-
mentupholding the belt law. In December, the
county court In Lancaster County, Nebraska,

upheld Nebraska's seat belt use law against a

similar challenge. The Nebraska court specifi-

cally ruled that the seat belt use law:

s a proper exercise of the state’s police

power. Lol ” . *m

7 :» Does not deprive any fundamental right,

liberty or freedom. AV

.lelsnotvoid for vagueness.

*+ Does not classify unreasonably or arbi-
trarily. . -

« Does not delegate legislative authority to
the federal government.

"« Does not violate any rights under either
the Nebraska Constitution or the United
States Constitution.

- ; — Dennis DeWltt

== Statewide chairman

Ahska SafetyBelt Use Coalition

Iy Ni.'v 1



Le> > F

€7 Anchorage Daily News""
Vi

Seat belt law required courage

It isa welcome breath of legislative courage
that brings us a mandatory seat belt law. It is
time that Alaskans realize that while this may
be the-“last frontier,” it is still a society:
Everybody’s "actions, to some extent,.affect
everybody else." Is it .fair that | sho.uld pay
higher auto'insurance'rates because,bthers'up
here insist upon driving irresponsibly? Is it
fair that | should pay higher health insurance
rates to subsidize those who consider it their
right to noty'Wear a Tseat belt.and sthereby
suffer greater injuries .if./.they "are- in an
accident? Many of those who were,recently so
vocal in their concern about./the leaking rail
tanker might do.ivfell to ask. themselves if
there is?really ‘any'“difference,.sexcept in.

iri- would 'also 'like..;to know why insurance
policies are'not;written that would void one’s
belt,was not being

Buckling up saves, lives

eIn response .t<>%a letter’ from James D.
Bennett about seat belt laws, | sure hope the
gentleman has good health insurance if he
ever should be in'a car accident. How many
people out thefe:driving have ho insurance
whatsoever? Many can’t afford it, | realize,
but who pays for the hospital? We do. Time
and time again many lives and injuries could
have been savecfif we had all buckled up.
How long does intake to do that?

By the way,.)Mr. Bennett, you’re lucky you
live-here in the.good'old U.S. of A."In Europe
you will buckle,up. Children are sitting in the
backseats strapped in tight. I have seen people
driving with little ones in their lap. How
many innocent little ones get killed in cars
every Yyear pecause some people have pgq

— Marianne Schreiber

-Vl llll 44 W.aS| | [a

*
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V\Weé&r seat belts

May 20,1986
475 Halvorson Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709
To the Editor;

I am greatly disappointed that
the mandatory seat belt law
(CSHB224) failed to pass.

lam a paramedic and lworkon a

first response ambulance. Since*'

19761 have not seen the death of a
driver or a passenger wearing a
seatbelt. Those thathave diedwere
notwearing seat belts. Itit;also my
experience that seat belts have not
only saved lives but also they save
occupants from facial disfiguring
injuries, permanenthandicaps and
long-term hospitalization.

7 believe that the legislators who
voted against'this bill should now

.talk to their local ambulance ser-(

vicesand hospitalemergencyroom '
staff before this bill is considered

again. | was appalled only one of

ourlocal legislators supported this-
bill. I applaud Niilo Koponen for his_
support.’ <y \

W earing aseatiSelt'should notbe
a personal choice..The'unbelted

.driver.-is;a.hazar&tb’others oh the-
‘road.’Re cannot control his vehicle

as™w.ell.-as' k;belted driver'in

.emergencysituations.l know this

from a personal experience of roll-

fIng a vehicle while belted in: Thus

the unbelted driver can cause acci-
dents that could otherwise, be
avoided. The injuries to the un-
belted driver and passengers cre-
ate costs to police and ambulance
and medical services that are
otherwise unnecessary. The ex-
pense of supporting a comatose
auto victim for a period of years
usually becomes a financial burden
of the state and federal govern-
ment.

| suggest that yourreadersjead
the accident reports in the news-
paper and note the greaterincident
of injury to unbelted victims as
compared to those that are belted.

Since the child auto seat belt law-
passed | have seen that the un-
belted,adults in an auto accident
are the ones injured arid, thankful-
ly, the belted children (due to the
law) escape without injury;

W ear your seat belt | wouldn’t
drive across your parking lot with-
out one on.

Donald A. Callahan -0,
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Three to five rcconds

Aould have saved lives

%) r

j"Paar Editor:

a There have been numerous letters

A and articles lately regarding the pros
and cons of automotive scat belts,
and llic legislature getting Into the
act attempting to make it mandatory
adds fuel to the fire. After the accf-

1 1986

uent June 26th near Spaulding Beach
condos, | feel | have to state my
views also.

The 13-year-old girl In the rear
seat is lucky to be alive, having been
fortunate (?) enough to cannon-ball
Into the rear of the front seat, rather
that tlirough the front windshield as
usually happens. She sustained head
Injuries and numerous bruises and
contusions. She Impacted the seat
with enough force to tear the seat
from its mountings in the frame. Her
mother and step-father weren't so
lucky. Her step-father struck the
steering wheel, dash, and windsldeld
with tremendous force, causing al-
most instantaneous death and mas-
sive internal and external Injuries.
Her mother, who had just been ap-
pointed to a Judgeship in her home-
town, also impacted the dash and
windshield with equal force causing
somewhat the same Injuries with
massive internal bleeding. Although
they both showed some vital signs
when first responding units arrived,
the greatamountofinternal bleeding
and numerous Injuries resulted In
their deaths. None of the three were
wearing seat belts.

For me, it's not possible to de-
scribe the aftermath ofa collision be-
tween a human body and the Interior
ofa car and windsliield. | was there,
assisting where | could, doing what
was asked of me, but a part of me
wasn’t there. You know, you see It,
but your mind Just doesn’t accept it.
It’s later, when you sit and critique
the response, discuss what was done,
what could have been done, maybe
what wasn’t done, that it starts to
sink in. That young girl's mother and

father are gone. Forever. The three
to five seconds it takes to latch most
automotive seat belts could have
made a difference.

That accident stretched (he bor-
ough’s resources in men and equip-
ment. As the people were removed
and vital signs were extremely weak
or non-existent, EMTs from Lynn
Canal, Auke Bay, Glacier, and Ju-
neau fire departments attempted to
find and stabilize life signs. The
young girl went off to the hospital in
the first ambulance. Her mother was
assigned to R-2, Glacier’s ambu-
lance; the father to R-I, Juneau’j
ambulance. It takes six to eight
trained EMTs doing several different
things almost simultaneously in an
attempt to return life to a person who
has no vital signs. Plus someone to
drive the ambulance and someone on
the radio relaying information to the
hospital concerning the patient’s con-
dition. Luckily for Juneau, there is
an abundance of people, both paid
and volunteer, who put in a lot of
time and effort to become EMTs and
trained rescue personnel. Unfortu-
nately, In tills Instance it was to no
avail. A person can’t help wondering
if seat'belts would have made any
difference. Imagine, Just three to
five seconds.

* While all this frantic effort was
going on with the three casualties,
the fourth victim, the lone driver of
the second vehicle, was left In the
driver’s scat of his demolished car,
He had stable vital signs, could con-
verse with the EMTs and rescue per-
sonnel, and was able to assist us in
removing him from the car. He
walked to my pickup, as an ambu-

sjsa

iy Jiw«p* .6 Vo~f

iance”vasn’t neeJwffoftli*lhor In-1
Juries,and besides,' they'd VilLlefv
with the more seriously injured. My:

.,.self and an EMT transported him to

-.Bartlett Memorial ."Hospital,-where
he walked Into the emergencji-roomj
'He.had been wearing his seat belt,
jlle repeated many liraes';“Boy, I'm
'‘glad | had my seat belton."Vpiree to
five’, extra seconds and he'walked
!*ag: . . -T-V
Jaff Pllicbar, -

Captain, Auka Bay ... £,«; ., .
VoiupUarFlra Dapartmciit

1 e S Bt
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Poll shows most
favor seat belt law

By Debbie Reinwand
Tima Writer

Legislation requiring Alas-
kans to use seat belts wiiile in
their cars is favored by 65 per-
cent of the state's residents, a
poll shows, with strong support
coming from rural regions and
Southeast Alaska.

The survey, conducted by
Marc Helienthal, consists of in-
terviews with 1,473 residents be-
tween Jan. 8 and 17. Samples
were taken In all areas of the
state, according to Helienthal.

Rural residents topped the list
ofsupporters ofa safety belt law,
with 77 percent of those polled
for the measure. More than 74
percent of Southeast residents
questioned favor the law, while
09 percent of the Matanuska-Su-
sitna Borough respondents sup-
port it. In Anchorage, 65 percent
of those polled want a seat belt
law.

Other findings of the poll indi-
cate bipartisan support for the
measure, with 73 percent of
Democrats surveyed In favor, 60
percent of Republicans polled
saying they’re for the measure
and 65 percent of the indepen-

dents voicing support.

The only staunch opposition to
seat belt legislation came from
the Libertarian Party, with 59
percent of those polled coming
down against the proposal.

“This poll points to the fact
that the Alaskan public wants to
start saving lives, reducing in-
juries and saving money by
adopting a safety-belt-use law,"
said Frank Bickford, executive
director of the Alaska Safety
Belt Use Coalition.

During the election, a major-
ity of those seeking legislative
seats said they favored a manda-
tory seat belt bill,and Gov. Steve
Cowper is on record as a sup-
porter of the measure.

A bill requiring seat belt use is
expected to be introduced in the
legislature in mid-February, and
already lawmakers are being
lobbied on the issue.

During the opening week of
the 1987 session, a group of chil-
dren dressed as clowns visited
the Capitol to deliver heart-
shaped pins to Alaska's 60 legis-
lators. A message on the pins
said, "Seat belt laws save lives."
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Mandatory seat belt bill squeaks through House S

3-/2-FC
.JUNEAU (AP) — Alaska
drivers would be required to
wear seat .belts, under a
measure that narrowly
passed the- House Wedncs-
day.-"
The so-called “mandatory
seat belt law" was approved
—alter lengthy debate — by
a 22-to-IS vote. At least 21
votes are needed to pass a
measure Inthe House.
'mThe proposal Is likely to
come up formore debate be-
fore being sent to the Senate,
where substantial opposition
Isexpected.

During debate on the
measure, some legislators
argued that government

mmu'dgjlljtcan toprotect

o« B

2?2?2M yX jX (JS-
last year. Seventy-nine did
notwearseatbelts, he said.

-Still, some lawmakers
argued that such decisions*
should be left to personal

« "'3'choicc, not mandated by the

‘ state. Rep. Andre Marrou,
L-Homcr, asked if gov-
"emment should attempt to
regulate'everything conrid*
ered dangerous to a person's
health. o

-"'emergencyvehicle.
i;-Miller said the law would ..
-'That' statute makes

Obesity is unhealthy,” he
said. "Why don’t we require*
people to get weighed once a
week, justlike trucks?"

Miller’s proposal xequires
drivers®Jo buckle up

ff'T-s-. *

& W SAJI>U & 4°

whenever In a vehicle,
unless the vehicle does not
have seat belts. It would be
against the law to remcve
seat belts from a vehicle,
however.
m5 "t
People who deliver news-
papers or mail from inside
Ihelr vehicles would be ex-
empt from the law, as would ,

be enforced when troopersor
police are performing other
duties. For example, a
driver stopped for speeding
would also be cited if be or

>*helsnotbuckledu p
"This law isnotgoing to be
so strictly enforced so we
.have seat belt patois,”
-Millersaid. ’ j
-If convicted for the first

iftime, a driver would face a

|15 fine and the addition of
demerits to his or ber driv-
ingrecord.

Apassengers in aschool busor ?Jf/Tbe mroposaledoes not'af-'
'SSANSSSitect the.child-restralnt law

-already in place In Alasjm.
it a
*crime to transport infants or
small children in a vehicle

without a proper child-
restraintseat orseat belt.

.« N §

T=r— i ji-;.—j

people-vQther«i“, ’hbw*verj<
aaid the proposal attacks the
righttopersonal freedom!'e 1

"“This Jaw ,will result lij
more'people “buckling up,"
Vttld Rep;” Mike Miller, a
® Juneau Democrat who cpon-
ey~ored .tht.bULyJ.'If.-we -pass

*thls .law, ‘there, .willhe more -
~people alive'at this time next"

S&yearthaj would otherwise be «

- *-»-iMlllerM1d8S people— not
counting pedestrians — died
w*in traffic accidents In Alaska

> | AT
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20-2Q deadlock in state House

defeats mandatory sea

ByBRUCESCANDUNQ -
The Associated Press
JUNEAU — A proposal to
make seatbelt’rise mandatory
e in Alaska died on the House
floor Tuesday, despite argu-

n:. memberHouse .

"Tbe vote apparently sngnaL
the end of efforts this year to
push a mandatory seatbelt
law through the
said Dennis DeW itt, chairman

legislature,’

tbelt measure

Koo' oyy*

& Rt AL H#

government.

"It is "a law that obstructs
freedom and personal choice,”
"said Rep. A1 Adams, D-Kotze-
"bue.""Voting for something
like this is questioning the

ments that such a law would ,7'of the Alaska Safety Belt Use l‘common sense of our.constitu-

savelives." * ; « mmm™ m:7y£s'Cpalifion. .4 'Ev o vients.m-. me, 6 w .
I "People will die'for the" '.“Obviously, we’re still Homer Libertarian Andre
lack of this bill passing,””said committed to it,” DeWitt Marrou said people who don’t
Rep. Mike Miller, @ Juneau../said.¢“We’ll be back next wear seathelts are dumb. But
Democrat who sporsored the year." . + he spoke againstthe measure.
measure. ir. Opponents of the legisla- + "ltisnothing more ornoth-
teMinutes later, his proposal :tlon (CSHB224) said they be- ming lccs than coercive do-
was defeated on a 20-20 tally. lieve the use of seatbelts is a egoodIlsm-/’he said. 'y
At least 21 votes are needed personal decision which M arrou said state govern-
m'for a bill to pass the 40- should.not be required by ment, if allowed to expand
;whenever new laws or regula-
“tions are proposed, would go
.*oo far in trying to protect
. Citizens >X gainst their own
right to make decisions,
_/m“What comes next, slip7
pery-bathtub inspectors?" he
asked.
Tuesday's vote was Miller’s j
"second attempt to push the
measyre through the House.
It passed in early March by a
/ 22-\6 margin, but was brought

up the next day for a reconsi-
deration vote.

Apparently concerned that J
the measure wouldn’t win ap-
proval again, Miller asked to
return the measure to com-
mittee for; more work. vii
, *Four House lawmakers

who voted for the measure In
March voted against it Tues-'
day-,They are Reps. -H.A.J
Red Boucher, D-Anchorage;
Drue Pearce, R-Anchorage;

E-Wrangell;

...and House Speaks? Ben Grus-1

sendori, D-Sitka. |
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BUCKLED
certificate
wearing his seat belt.

Seat belt

Steve Frith of Fairbanks sur-
vived a close encounter with a
moose this spring because he
was wearing a seat belt. ,

For that reason,
awarded a “Saved By The Belt"
certificate in Anchorage recent-
ly, according to a press release.
Frith and Robin Bissy of Wasilla
were the firstpeople in the state
given the awards, which are
handed out by a club formed by
the Alaska Council on Preven-
tion of Alcohol and Drug Abuse,
the Alaska Highway Safety
Planning Agency, and the Alas-
ka Safety Belt Use Coalition.

Frith’s accident occured the
evening of April 12, when he was
driving past University Avenue-

v-on Atlanta Street, going about 30
miles per hour. A moose darted

he was...

C

lu b b e ar

out in front of the car. Frith
didn't saw it and didn't hit the
brake until after the moose
crashed in. By the time he did
brake the car, the moose fell off

S

the roof. Glass scattered on the.

inside of the car, and the roof
was crushed.

"If | hadn’t had my seat belt
on | would have been mush,"”
Frith said. "I would have been
through the windshield."

Frith walked away from the
accident with no injuries.

Robin Bissey was severely in-
jured inan auto accidentFeb. 26
in Wasilla, but she believes she
would have been killed if she
hadn't been wearing a seat belt.
As it,was, she sustained a frac-
tured jaw, lacerated eyes, se-
vered lower lip, crushed nerves,
face bruises and more.

IN—Steve Frith of Fairbanks was awarded a “Saved By The Belt”

in Anchorage because he survived a car collision with a moose by

Ludwig Laab photo

W itn e s s

She has since recovered from
the accident.

According to Frank Bickford,
director of the Alaska Safety
Belt Use Coalition, only one out
of five people use their safety
belts. The "Saved By the Belt”
club’s goal Is' to improve that
ratio.

M otorists who have ever
escaped death or serious injury
in a traffic accident by wearing
safety belts are eligible to be-
come members. Children too
young to wear belts may qualify
if they escaped death or serious
injury in a traffic accident by
riding in a child safety seat. The
clubis free, and anyone can app-

. ly to the club by contacting Beth

Lauesen of the Fairbanks Child
Passenger Safety Association at
456-6935.
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MY TURN— In support of a mandatory seat belt use law

Hr r>uk BMU 4

Two serious accioents oocurred ««r this put
Memorial Dry weekend, Oneaccident occurredon
milt 119 of the Sterling Highwey m i Cum
Gulch. One family member wu lodi la that kd-,
Oml. Thu. pcnod. Ibe driver, wu noe waring >
m | bell. Four other family members wne wtaring
mi beits end received only minor Injuria. The
other accident occurred nearr mjk <000 the Puki
Highway north of Houston whenaear spun out of
comrot “and rolled_over. The driver, who wu
killed, wu not waring am| bell. Thgesgm’ger
aru waring a seal bell, Ualive, and listed LafsIr
condition. Irsgedla are real and Inmediate
nod Iastlrg for Ihe (amities and friends of victirrs.
But they don't have to be and should not be.

Thase who died were fellow Alaskans. Statistics
showihii a minimumof 20to SOlim can besaved
in Aluka If a mandatory m 1 bell law laenacted,
as Welt u 700 fewer Injuria and a savings of
million In medical cost insurance and Tegal a*
penses, lost production sod humen capital Casts.

Drarmetic evidence from stales and nations that
have enacted a law shows thet lira art being
saved. There are bow 15 stiles with nsandslory
m1 belt laws. Among the sis suits with the
lor.seal experience with belt Larg—Illinois,
Michigan, Nebraska, Not Jersey, New York and

Tesas—decreases to fatalities ranat from 10lo Id
[)goent. State police Ja Michigan neendy reported
drat weekend without a traffic fatality la 10
ears—more thaa S00wakeods. Itk nciger fact.
sat bell lawi are using Uea

. Bvery year, more thaa 40,000 p%))le are UBad

in traffic crashea and more than 300,000 people
111 Her serious Injuries. Tha U.S. Dcpartnml.of.

Transportation aatlmaua that If than were a 70
reent bell-usage rale throughout tha Ualtad
%}Yag, mere than 9.000 Uveawould he aamdeach
.

According to Ue Aluka Highwey Safety
Planning ,rl%ency 174 traffic falafillee occurred
last yuar la Aluka. At least 790f Uomkilled were
not “wearing seat_belli; only sis_(stallUm wars
staring belli. Four of 'Ug sis wearing scat
belli ware Involved la tractor trailer rig acddcua.
Tha remaining faulllim wem riars. motor-

Ista Isls, according la,_ lisa Aluka
e Troopers- Alcohol and not Wearing seat belts
remain tha bluest factore la fatal acci .

Laaddition to the safety factoraau belt laneare
QAvb effective. Studies show that for every dollar
inverted la safely belt use, the state nvus”.737JO.
Safety halts can reduce traffic felalVMx; whichart
eight” lime* u nsive to gate atI a0a-
lajurr accidents. Ofliean would have more llasalo
SPa\r/rL@tlala oo other traffic aaforesnwot pro.

Opponents of a mandatory aau bak law ttatt

Ihit_ drivi%_ motor \ehicle la a right, not a
privilege. ing could be further fromthe truth.

Oﬁe_ralign of a motor vehicle is subject lo meny
ralrklioni: armngmemarcsm%lnj at red ligh
and stop sigru, obeying other Iriffle signals, driv-
ing at a spred detefmined lo be utc, maintaining
sra?e(}/. ty equipment In working order, and hiving
lighility insurance —testrictions considered by the
count’lo ke legitimate exercise™ in governmental
suthoity, "

Opponents may atguc that m i be): im Isup to
the Individualr.m¥ha|g Individual rig _arngrF:_:nI
becoma Irrelevart once we recognise Thit refusing
lo buckle up cndingm Innocent third pinks —
not only Ihe dependent children of thosewho Instil
on not buckling, and not_only thase whoend up
paying higher lisa so lhit
‘freedlom” not lo buckle, but also those
up being Injured or even killed In nvoldsble colli-
«ions unbuckled drivers lose control of Ihdr
care.

Quite sinply, Ihem | bell law prevents people
from _beorxanIng loose objeeu whena ot ikids or
veersintoa tret or another vehicle; a belled driver
is leu Ukdy lo becorre n belpleu s oru his
car becomes an unguided missile. Study that b t

kgjlimale exercise of society's pover lo pemset the
Ir%“nooent, not Ihe enteri et\)/(ﬂjgeof tyr:;nmny.

W\ must ke concenn unneccmiry encroach-
ment on avll liberties, but | believe that man-
datory sal belt kglslallm will beartfully cnflcd
to minimise sny Intrusion or potenllsl for harass-
mem_The Imponsnci of (he goat of Ihe kgislauon
Isgwml meke seal belt use mandatory |

1 0 make use ory In
AIuIEi idled this In lhe Houseryof
RrpnacMillrei 0o a Teconsideration vole. The
tally wu 20 For and 20 Against. The Proposal
Elmed Inearly March by a 22-16 margin, bui later

wu broughit up for reconsideration. .

The closeness of the vole on tha icarbclt bill
along with Ihe lubitaniial public cpproval (Hcllen-
that Poll —66 percent In favor of a Uwand only
21.5 percent against) signals tha fact that we al
with imnyAI Hlﬁrtlja?re oonmttiad to P?(bzlilclkl PCI
year lo stppo mportant plea of kglllsllon.

Unfortunately, the Stale of Xluka will continue
to sac people die unnecessarily 0o our stmts and
highwsys of the ftllurt 10 buckle up. WE
out change Ihb; we can encourage our UtisUlort
lo accept” Ihdr responsibility lo ory
scat belt use legislation. That will save dollars and
more importantly, ling.
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Army now requiressoldiers to

wear iseatbelts off of

military
news

eDoris Thomas,and .
Frank Singleton' .

r--FOET -RICHARDSON.-,

war, the Army does its'ut- -U;S. Army 'Forces,Command,
most.to ensure soldier survi7-".Studies by- Forces'Command
aL 'Increasingly,efforts axi .-'have revealed’that between,

being .undertaken to:see;that -.October 1.985 and March .1986,.
spldiCK>in"pea”™tlm i~~”~ot *.61'v.'soldiexs were .killed' and
harnjed i.bj*/unsafe 'prabtices <407/ injured in’personal’vehi-

4V.mi m* VE¢, WA*AU am * lwwt w 4Wa ¢5ala a mim ta I *A lmmipa.l#luw

tlcohol -.abuse.”and'--'""inoking «. 'dent's‘.were not 'Wearihg.'seat-
are;'evidenceybf.HI".icohcern;-'.v belts' or-a helmet when they-'
Step~jffe movfcjbeliig ;taken,ito*.-. .had their fatal pcddent,:. J-;;V
‘protectrs'olMier™-i'ahd-"$h~Ar#/.fi.,ir.hder'thd,new.poHcy,-£am---
familie®'-when .-.they./drive; prjV4}y.'members'and civilian'em'~.
eride j».eKoniar.icaB,"truj*\pb.,” ployees:miist.comply with-,the 'm
i*- [ -lie on.pOst.;However,-:
mncourage '‘everyone
mup" .every,;.time.

m.~Civilian
abide:by”

p riw wjr «s vD official.
T.egulation-'i'didijng”" business away from the'mill-'
«i?bldiers".~ding\In.".vehlcles.off "-"tary resiervatlon..!" :' "<t

;the mU itary.reseivatlbom'itV 2?2 -1n ‘'accordance" -with - state' e
N.Thenew.policy,'directed by?’-;'law, children' miist be in.aii *
*Maj. $Sen.-/ge.rald-.H. 'Bethke,. ' approved restraint device If

*_e Bge 3"and'-nnder.

it . r w ey I
i tflso requires spr* '-They must wear a seatbelt if.



Deboreah W

Deboreib WUIluni_ most assoradly never
expected to be part of a booth at tha’ Aluka
State Fair. i

. Sha can# north aa a member of tha United

State# Army and, when her hitch was uP,
decided lo Slay rather than return home lo
Indianapolis. She (ot ajob In the clerk’s office
of tha Fairbanks Iforth Star. Borough. knd
woo friends with ber fun-loving, thoughtful
personality. . i

She was IS yean old when aha died, nine
weeks a}lo todz%?/,.

Debortah's friend, Faun Helms, remembers
the night befora Deboreah died. They spent
tha eveninf shopping at tha Nordstrom store
—onca they got going.

Faun, tha daughter of Borough Mayor
Juanita_Helms, has this thing about seat bells.
If you ride In her ear, you base to wear one, It
comes from being "barrelled" Into tha habit
by her aunt i . .

*'I'have a standing policy that |rrcrYb0d%/ In
my car has to ura real bélts. Usually, she'd
buckle up and not give me any hassles, but
every once In a while because of her disease,
she would. That night, sha was tkally stub-
born aboutIL* i

Debortah’s disease was lupus, a painful
Inflammaldiy IlIness that can allectiUle akin.

illiam s:

Anchor*!* Dally News

suzan nightingale

joints and nervous erstera. When Debortah's-
was acting uF. It could puke her whole body
ache. But, lately, she'd gotten her medication
regulated and tha lupus had seemed under
control. Deboreah bad even started to exercise
and lose the weight the medldna helped put

on.
. Although Dehor -h claimed her lupue
would e buckling up In Helms’ car loo
uncomfortable. Helms wu adamant. Because
Debortah’s condition had Improved, Helms
sus%ed Ihe lupus wu an excuse. .

"W Just sat there and sat there, and | said,
*You know I’'m not 0|n%untll you buckle up*

"Finally, aha did. Finally, bulling and

pulling, aha buckled uR . .

That over wilb, the frlend_s_enjq%ed aa
evening ot shopplr&and socialising. Tha last
lima Helms siw Deboreib was around mid-
nght Saturday when aha dropped ber olf at

ome, ) .
You've probably figured out how thli stol
ends by now. The next morning, Debore;
Williars climbed In her Marda to drive an old
boyfriend, Broderick Grant, to work near
bNeorth Pole. And she didn't buckla ber seat

It.

"Apparently she wu really Used and fell
uleep and the ear drilled oil”(he road," laid
Helms. "The police say aha probably wokt up
and Jerked Iha car ovér and that made It flip. *
She wu thrown fromtht car.” )

Grant wuoT Inthe car; tba 7 a.m. accident.
took place after ahe'd dropped him off at

WOHney said that she would have prabably.
early had mcouple of scratches,” said Helms —
If. of course, ahe'd been wearing ber seatbelt.
Deboreah  Williams never “regained con-
sciousness. She died tha next day. And that’s
how Dtboreah Williams becama m statistic.
One of tha eocs who could havo walked away .
Uonly Jhey'd buckled up. f
Actording to tha Aluka Seatbelt Coalition,

SECLION

Sunday. August H. 183*

a tragedy that didn’'t havefto happen

I1)£\Iatktnt died In automobile szcldinti lo
1983; 78 of Iheta were unbelted. And of tha fix
that wan writing icalbeltr, for; ware In
ecddenti with large tracioMrallc; rip. mak-
ing survival unlikely regardless. Tha coalition
estimalta that 1l Aluka paired a mandatory
seatbelt law, between 70 and lire! a yez
would be lived, thtre'd be 700 fewer traffic
Injuries, aod Alukani would rave 111 nlUloa
annlually la legal, medical and loat worker
coals.

And so, although It's not exactly Iha Stull
of cotton and corn dogt. tha coalllloe
baa mbooth al the Aluka Stale Tat Usli year,
and tha story of Deboreah Wlilami Isa smali
part of IL

"Shs wu Just a vary cheer3il panco,
always kidding around, pretty torch alarsyi
happy and trying lo*naka other people hip-

Py, aald Helivs. ™1 never really raid anything
0 her llk*, “You ahould buckla pp In your
car,” because | figured It wu her burlnéta If

she buckled up Inher car."
n she feel about tha hoolh, aad
the dippin:

s about Deboreah being a pari of
11f "1 hope 1t does some good.”

0O Suzanb(/idngale WA DaSy Hana cokwvrr Jet.
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Good idea to buck

comes to

and healthy

living long

le up

K . . .
Alaskans O'tea are their own worst enemies when it
lives.

B il

§50v

Sheffield has aniidea for’ changlng that at Ieast for state

employees who drive on the jOb
wear seat-belts when riding in state cars.
A leading cause of death and

younger
crashes.
wearing

Alaskans, is accidents,

seat belts. But more than

almostnever buckle up.

Gov.

state workers

absences and .workercompensation claims.
— and so should other

ees shou

Alaskans.

Sheffield’s, order should help
state’s costs

and cut the

Id certainly buckle up
*

ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE

Anchorage

Anclioraee.

Times
Alf

Alaska briefs

City driver, buckle up

> Anchorage drivers buckle
their seat belts more than driv-
fP Ylother parts of the nation,
the Alaska Department of High-
way Safety Plannlng Agency
says. " f

*Arecentsurvey indicated 48.6*

Pf Anchorage’s drivers
and 38.4 percent of its front seat
passengers use seat belts, the
agency said.. .

Director Mike Lewis seat belt
use among drivers across the na-
tion averages 15 to 18 percent
where such use Isvoluntary.

The survey was conducted by
University of Alaska-Anchorage
professor Bob M cKnigK In con-
junction with a similar tudy on
the use of child restraints In cars.

Another survey, commis-j

injuin.
ipduding
It’s easy to cut the risk of'harm in car wrecks by
half of Alaskans

Hes dlrected them tc.

-«E*. v
especially for
automobile

reducfe injuries .to

for employee
State employ*

m ]

VvV 17TV /; N

stoned by the Alaska Safety Belt

H fL Coa|lt*?Mk shows that two-'

tWrds of the Alaskans polled
oppid favor tamslgtian Fequiring
t heltuse. The group isurging

A ekfiklation during the next
session.

buckle
up more

v "Alaska rates high.

ein seat belt use m :
S AtWEWL 'L o "rf*<

Anchorage “drivers' buckle
up more than drivers in other

t parts of the nation,-'and 'mo-

torists statewide say a man-
datory seat .belt'law would
".suit them line, according to a
".“recent state study and a poll
‘taken for a seat belt lobbying
ot s r 0 u p ¢ =

v.LvThe Alaska Department of

N Public

Highway
re-

Safety's
.’Safety Planning Agency

«!"ported earlier this month that '

j48.6 percent of Anchorage
>drivers.and 38.4 percent of
, their front seat passengers.
'- use seat belts, agency director
e-Mike Lewis said.' e*e> «
1-/.Across'the nation;'seat belt
use among drivers where use
_isvoluntary averages 15 to 18
V'per:entvLewis said. oo *
. lheTsurvey f*was done by

Atih'. coHJurictl(?n with a similar
study on ethe use of child
'wfestraints in cars.

Alnformation for the study
fyjas gathered by observers
mwho watched motorists in

7'shoppihgrmails.

..The _state's new child re-
strain'tTaw, which took effect
.June 8, may have ;had. some
influence on city drivers/'-
Lev/is said. He added that the
state also has.been pushing an’
education campaign'explain-
ing the virtues of seat belt

l.sji [

Two-thirds vof Alaskans
also said they would support

, legislation requiring seat belt

e .use, according to -a poll con-
ducted recently by Helienthal’

e .and Associates. The poll was ’
commissioned by the Alaska

Safety Belt Use Coalition, a
lobbying group, that will urge
passage of such a bill during
next year’s legislative ses-
smn. »

poll was taken among
508 Alaska adults. Support

was greatest in rural areas of
the state, where 78 percent

said they would support the

Vfeed thSeaStKkreSpOnde:,ts *

tasAlllISAS"
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Lawmaker

sure seat belt

mill to be expedited in 86

JUNEAU UPI-A mandatory
; « it bellbill that calls lor lines el
j ‘up to $15 against people wlwfall to
‘e-'ebuckle up while their vehicles
I in nioUon will get quick acUonlIn
'* the House hext year, Rep. Mike
:« Miller said Wednesday,
t ' Miller, D-Juneau and chairman
« ofthe House Judiciary Committee,
introduced the measure (CSHtJ
el 224) last session.
“It made it as far as the Rules
e Committee, and It3 awaiting
| placementonthecalendar, MiUer
e said. "I think almostevery pa.- nnft
* week,thewisdom ofthelaw be/JTTi*
* %esmore apparent to pe8pIe:
“It’s a good lifesaving way to go.
:1¥°s that simple,” ne said. - BUt
we’re getting some static from a
sm anbutvocal greup of people whe
. view thebillasathreattotheir per*
; sonal freedom But f’rn surprised

TeXtA x A £ f f W 1S d
' U K % ta n K is

. -well as hundreds of thousands of

ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE
Ketchikan Daily
News
Ketchikan, AK
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M iH er push
b'b

JUNEAU (AP) — A mandatory
seat belt bill that calls for fines of up
to $15 against people who fail to
buckle up while their vehicles are in
motion will get quick action in the
House next year, Rep. Mike Miller
shid Wednesday. ’ ‘

Miller, D-Juneau and chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee,
Introduced the measure (CSHB 224)
lastsession.

“It made it as far as the Rules
Committee, and It’s awaiting plaee-
“rel™,°,n Center"” Miller said.

*I. rrH every passing week,
the wisdom of the law becomes more

apparenttopeople.-

mProponents argue the law would
save scores of lives annually, as well
as hundreds of thousands of dollars in
tostwages and health care costs.
AB ut opponents contend such a law

dolta to'tost »aS« *”d [”aKh
c¢” 'fjfrticjntendiuchalaw
~ALouid violate their individual
rights. While some of the critics In*

Bifate they WOWANS Ming wearing
Bbat belts, they would FBSBRt then

SOSSIKKK-KS

and certaim®handicapped people,

N “The school bus thing Is a hot
issue,” he saitj. V’If it (belts iu
BW ) Mankes e e lietsdeitos
separate bill. Ifnot, let's notdo.it.

State law requires that children
under the age of seven wear seat

belts or r}de in a suitable restraint
device. Thatwould gounchangedin
Miller’s bill.

QIld become the 18th

statet” a mandatory scat beSl,
law it Miller's altorts are suet

cessful.

es belt bib

would violate their individual rights.
While some of the critics indicate
they wouldn't mind wearing fat
belts, they would resent the state
telling them to do so.

The bill wouid exempt school bus
passengers, the owners of cars not
originally equipped with seat belts
and certain handicapped people,
Millersaid.

“The school bus thing is a hot
issue,” he said. “If It (belts in buses)

makes sense, let’s do It on a separate m

bilL Ifnot, let’snotdoit."

State law requires that children
under the age of seven wear seat
belts or ride in a suitable restraint

M D ta* bUL1 WOUId g° “ Chailged M
Alaska would,become the 18th state

ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE
Chugiak-Eagle
River Star
Eagle River, AK

mT24 to
Sheffield orders
£7 Jstate workers to

driye.w ith seathb el

,s State employees driving on
-.ficial government business’' m
j-wear seat belts under .an- ort
'/$igned by Gov. Bill Sheffield. 1
...Jo.der also applies to passenger.'
Tstate vehicles, miSSSSiijilsi.-
Sheffield noted that 57 si.
«-'employees were Injured during i
‘[past two years while driving
«'state business. Some of those
-juries could have been prevem
I'or lessened by.the use of seat be
*m ;Jhe said. x

'Beyond the .safety -of ¢

. "workers; I’'malsb concerned tl
"lost employee time and work«
compensation payments be kep:
eea minimum," the governor sa
.+, “ Sheffield commented that
now routinely wears a safety t
while driving or riding in a c.

ff “1 didn’t like wearing the 1
«at first, but I’ve learned to &

S and it doesn’t hurt a bit," he s:
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~#AMt)NG THE BILLS we -rRep Mlke Mlllerof Juneau

eworkers ordered

to belt up on business

Gov. Bill Sheffield has
signed ah order requiring
state employees to wear
seatbelts while driving on of*
ficial government business,
according to a state news
release. The admiInistraUve
order, which also applies to
passengers In state vehicles,
is effective Immediately.

"Surveys Indicate that less
than one-third of Alaskans
routinely wear safety belts.
To the extent state
employees contribute to this
figure, this order should
reduce injuries," Gov. Shef-
field said.

The order Instructs all
agencies under the gover-
nor’s direction to develop
and*Implement a policy for
the use of seatbelts by their
employees. It requires
workers to.attest to having

read and understood the
order,

- Gov. Sheffield noted that
51 state employees were in-
jured during the past two
years while driving on state
business, and some of those

injuries could have been

*prevented or lessened by the

use of seatbelts.
"Beyond the safety of our
workers, I'm also concerned

wrk“ sCmPc°ompS«M

payments bekept to a
minimum,"” thegovernorj°;
6aid-

Gov. Sh.effield said he now
routinely wears a safety belt
while driving or riding in a
car.

"1 didn’t like wearing the
belt at first, but I’ve learned
to do it and it doesn'thurta
bit,” hesaid.

expect to see passed by the

1986 legislature—and proba-'

bly one that .will breeze
through with :reasonable
speed — is a pending mea-

sure that would make it ille-
gal to drive in Alaska with-
out’seatbelts buckled. ™p-C
VOf course there are prob-
lerns with the legislation.
rightfully can be viewed as
one more erosion of indi-
vidual freedom and you can
expect to hear that argu-
ment a million times as the
[bill is debated.

it WILL BE
They’ll be right. The bill will
be opposed on grounds that
this may make sense for
urban Alaska — for Anchor-
age and Fairbanks and Jun-
eau and Ketchikan.— but
makes no sense for Craig or

It

&>>.:+0ne of

difficult to
.lenforce, others will contend,

fhiakes sense'and should be
. enacted into law. ;
The-evidence of national
~statistics is overwhelming in
/support of mandatory seat-
belt laws, .which already are
in effect in' 17 states across
™. .the nation. Locally; seat belt
use is mandatory for vehi-
'cles operated on Elmendorf
¢ Air Force Base and Fort
Richardson.

.vIF YOU DON'T believe
statistics, talk sometime to
doctors or nurses
who work in the mergency
rooms of hospitals here-
abouts. 'They’re 'believers.
They see the gruesome re-
.suits of not'buckling up and
they see the lucky ones who
. remembered -to use their
belts.. »  «a*???'-r-
; ‘€4-The inconvenience is nil
*once the habit has been ac-

Hydaburg or Bethel or Bar- quired. It’s simply no big
row. There may be some' .deal — except that it may
validity to that argument, make the difference be-
too. m-w - ,- W tween life and death. That is
, Despite all that, the billby * a big deal.’ \ '

*OXC*.
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%ceived $250,000 from the national”/.

/mfor its educational campaign.
Lewis of Anchor--/says.

sl'-kviul;
Anchorage Times
Anchorage, AK

V.. aad

g Traffic Safety Now organization

But Carol

"-'‘come

Tlie coalition has three sul>
committees, all of which wel-
any assistance, Lewis

/

iThe.Vslifyfrijjr. Maianujka.Stisllit*/Borough * November R Ip g J -------

/
Seat belt coalition w ants
j V> ' p./Vi-Y. *
Jaskans to start b uck lin g
eJm

by Paul Fattlg ‘= .
Time* Witer Mo vations: V-5

A simple click could have''~ u ’ "ML T e jfc
saved at least 20 lives, prevented ®w*. age, the coalition’s southcentral v,\. Tlieresourcesdevelopment/
some 700 Injuries and saved tax-''chairwoman, notes there is nn- "subcom m ittee,headed by Tom'ii;
payers some 512 ’ To* R « "MimoM vunii
Alaska last year..

The non-profit Alaska
Belt Use Coalition hopes
gures will alert tliose who don’t, ! shesays. e D—
buckle up when they hop Into If the bill Introduced by Rep/ p reach subcommittee which Is
their vehicles. V  Mike Miller, D-Juneau, becomes putting on exhibits and distribut-
«"Basically, what we’re doing;' law, Alaska will become the 18thv-tog materials,
is an education campaign, mak-i.: state with a mandatory seat belt.;.. Lewis (563-3174), Is handling
Ing sure Alaskans know why.It IsjV.law. However* an exemption 'the communications subcom-
important to wear seat belts,"-; would be made for school bus . mlttee which Iscreating a speak-
says Frank Bickford, the coall-.* passengers, certain handicapped :Ing bureau and a letter-to-Uie-ed-
tion's statewide coordinator, people and the owners of cars not + 110 campaign. L ) .
"The advantages, of course, are.. originally equipped with seat ' .

9 . . g y equipp Ovations seeks to honor peo-
that It protects you in accidents.  belts. 7> ple or programs In Alaska
You are less likely to be killed or Alaskan pollster Marc Hellen- . : o
injured.” hal, hired by the coalition to de- worthy' ot SpECIa|- recognition.

The national Highway Users [EFFi € RBW alksdkais feel upuuk  Send your suggestions to Ova-
Federation, a non-profit group the proposed IaV\{, reports that §6 , tlons, The Anchorage Times, Box
supporting safer highways, stud- percgnt statewide support it, 40,Anchorage 99510.
ied Alaskan highway deaths last Lewissays. X
year-and made the conservative A report released by the
estimate that at least 20 hves Mlaska_DRepartmentof Puplic Sa-
could have been saved and 700in- fety’s Highway Safety Planning
Juries prevented had vehicle oc-y.Agency late In October Indicates
cupants been wearing seathelts. V that 48.6 percent of Anchorage.

The $12 million came out ® drivers buckle up, while 38.4 per-
tlie state pocketbook to help pay .centoffrontseatpassengers use
medical, insurance and related seatbelts.
costs, Bickford notes. ! That compares to about 15-18

Tlie coalition, chaired by. Percent voluntary seat belt use «

. . DemmisDewitt of Juneau,-haste- Nationwide, the agency notes. >

m
5 Seat belts

2T,

[$° saved lives "?h

7% - m .

As a result of having a child

in kindergarten this year, we

! have been getting a lot of infor-

mation carried home on seat

belts and the fact that they save

lives. "
¢ | have recently learned that
there is a coalition in the state
f- of Alaska to pass a seat belt law.
' I would like the people In the
| state of Alaska to know that we
;. as a state need to stand behind
R.this coalitionl Four years ago
my 18-month-old son and | were

Involved in a collision in which j

we were hit by another car:
which was speeding and ran a
stop sign. .,

My son was in a car seat and .
had only a small scratch on his ’
forehead.

I did sustain a broken jaw and
two broken wrists, but would
have been killed if not belted In..
The ambulance crew that came;
to assist saw the cat and im-..
mediately assumed there were.'
no survivors. They were shock-\

rj ed to find us alive when they got i
lo the car. © .
A 15-second chore of fasten- j
ing myself and my child in had.,.
, saved our lives. Yes, people may
Ij. objectlo asealLhelt law becausr”.
it is an "infringement on their-
rights." However have any of ,
;“hcm ever received a phone call (|
: from an emergency room telling i
| them of the loss of a loved one j*
who could have been saved by -
buckling up? t
|

, Birgilta Tulip
. » JVtHW Anchorage’ -
r | -~ =
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NResidents urged to buckle .uplf

during holiday travel tim e

~v.Next week is "All-American .were to accept the .Challenge'bf;
‘e"Buckle Up Week in Alaska. Gov.v ..this year’s All-American Bucklej
Bill"'Sheffield- proclaimed Vthe ;Up, we could save hundreds™oH
.eevent which uses the theme,; holiday gatherings from being'
#“Start a Habit for Life.”™accord---.-held in hospitals,” the'Coalition:
.ing to the Alaska Safety Belt use said in its announcement.
"Coalition. o . In his proclamation, Sheffield
-The coalition said the designa- ¢"said; “ Experts,believe that .the
.%tion is timed'to coincide'with -use of safety belts could prevents
ujThanksgi'dng week because that up to half .the "fatalities and j
swis’the time when :mariy.peoplereduce, the number .of seriousif

During the-1984 Thanksgiving car.”” He urged“residehts:to,use*

" f-holiday, -the coalition -said,.603 , safety belts when riding in cars:
.-"moeonle lost ".rheir*liv« in trnffir ..Aiirtnt* rVi» wwah R —
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seat b e lt

w-> Imendorf AirForce

g-?» Base— Automobiles

* — of the future may
someday sporta warning
similar to that found on a pack
ofsmokes— “Warning:
Failure to use a restraining
device greatly increases your
chances ofinjury ordeath in
an automobile accident.”

Thatpointed attemptat
saving livesby urging people
to buckle up may beyears
down the road, butan effortis
underway rightnow to make
people aware of the necessity
ofseatbeltuse, via the Alaska
Seat Belt Coalition.

The coalition, headed here
by Staff Sgt. Janet Thornton
of the 43rd Tactical Fighter
Squadron, has but one aim —
tosave livesand prevent
injury through the use of seat
belts.

. ]

With that In mind, the Air
Force has taken one more big
step inour own mandatory
seat belt program. In the past,
belt-lessdrivers faced
possible suspension of driving
privileges. Beginning Jan. 1,
people not wearing seat belts
face automatic 10-day
revocation of driving
privileges.

Mind you, the Alaska Seat
Belt Coalition and the Air
Force are notconnected in
any concrete way — but
philosophically, we are all in
agreement. Seat belts save
lives, prevent injuries and
actually save the Air Force
and the civilian sector big
bucks in lost work time, legal

e

VStmday, December 22,1985, The Anchorage Times C-7

aim s to
co a lition
Flight
line
S. Sgt. Frank .
Singleton

problems, medical expenses
and other costs.

.The coalition is endorsed
heartily by the base
leadership. Within state
government, Gov. Bill
Sheffield has issued an order
thatall state employees will
wearrestraining devices
when in state-owned vehicles.

The policy here is a little  «
more stringent. Any person,
civilian or military, issubject
to the suspension. If the seat

. beltcoalition has its way, seat

belt use will become
mandatory throughout
Alaska, as itcurrently isin 15
otherstates.

~Within the next few
mont/is, the issue will come
before the state Legislature.
Within that short time, several
Alaskans will be dead and
others gravely injured, just
because they failed to buckle
up.

That’s where Sgt. Thornton
and her cousin, Staff Sgt.
Cheryl Clayton of the 21st
Tryrtical Fighter Wing Safety
Office, come in.

“As Outreach Committee
Chairman of the coalition, |
hope to increase awareness

e fforts

%around the state and here on
. base.'We are setting up

displays, exhibits In local
malls, designing educational
strategies at the lowest level
— Santa will be atthe Sears
Mallnextweek talking about
seatbelts, giving the children
stickers, window scrapers and
other items with one basic
message — buckle up for
safety,” said the sergeant.

Clayton deals with seat belt
safety every day inherjob as
wing safety technician. “Most
peopledon’tknow an accident
at30miles perhourlS
identical to falling off a four
story building onto concrete.

The policy will be strictly
enforced on base through gate
mchecks, spot checks in parking
lots around the base and other
means. Ifyou are pulled over
by an AirForce law
enforcementpatrol, chances
are the first thing the officer
will check isyourrestraining
device, notyourdriver’s
license.

So buckle up on EImendorf.
Someday, you may be glad
you-did.

StaffSgt Frank Singleton
isan AirForce journalistand
editorof the Sourdough
Sentinel, EImendorf®sbase
newspaper. For information
concerning the Fiightline
column orAirForce events
and topics, callSingletonat
552-2493, or write tohim at 21st
TFW, .PublicAffairs,

ElmendorfAirForce Base,
Alaska 99504. * e
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U.S~ SupremeCourt . t

9 L etstand or refused cases:

The court let stand:

SEAT BELTS — Illinois law requiring the use of seat belts. Court af-
firmed an Illinois court ruling that the law was constitutional”®
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High cou

on seat
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rt rules

belt use

'‘Comparative negligence' could

iaffect money awards in civil suits

Ry

. Alaska's _lilghest court has
([;lven motorists 0ne more reason
0 buckle up: Not wearing seat
belts could cost you money.

The Supreme Court ruled that
falling to wear seat belts Invehi-
cles equipped with them can be
used to prove a motorist's own
negligence for traffic accident
Injuries. . .

In a personal Injury lawsuit,
Juries may adjust a monclaty aw
ard according lo each party’s re-
sponsibility. .

The court's decision was Is-
sued Friday, It stemmed. from
the Anchorage case of diaries
Hutchins, who had sued Robert
Schwartz for Injuries suffered In
ntwecxarcrash.

At Hutchins' trial, Anchorage
Superior Court Judge Milton
Souler allowed Jurors to hear tes-
timony that Hutchins had not
heen wearing a seat bolt. Later
the Judge tola Jurors to disregnrd
that evidence.

In deudmg on_a money
award, the Jury found that
Hutchins  was “comparatively
negligent for his Injuries, widen
Included bruises, cuts and a bro-
ken toe. Jurors awarded him
$19370 In damages. Hutchins
had asked for $50,

I JUNEAU EMPWE. MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 16.1900

He appealed by asking the Su-
preme Court 10 find,” amon
other things, that Soutcr hnd ----------
made mistakes by Initially ad-.
milling lhe seat belt testimony |
and then by denying Hutchins
request for a new trial or a ver-
dict other than the one Ihe Jury
had reached.

In an opinion by Justice Allen |
T. Compton, the Supreme Court
upheld tlie Jury's decision. Since
the court decided comparative
negligence can be shown when a
motorist falls to wear seat belts
the Supreme Court also found
Soutcr had made no error by al-
lowing jurors lo hear the Seat
bolt testimony.

Alaska Isamong 2t states that
have no law requiring adult's to
wear seat belts. Lobbyists like |
Frank Bickford, of the Alaska i
Safety Belt Use Coalition, said
Friday’s ruling could be useful In
making the coalition's point that
buckling not only saves lives but
makes economic sense.

A-2—DPally News-Miner, Fairbanks. Alaska
SunoJY- September 14, 19841

Court tics scat belt
use to negligence

Alaska.SupremejCourtsays not wearing seat belts is negligent

Anchoraoce Dally News  Sunday, September 14,1984

,No seat belt®
meanssmal |

injury claim

partiy-responsibie forinfurles

The Associated PV
The Aliske Suprt'tof.*bUrrnilccT Friday
tbit a motorist Involved Ina traffic_accident
Is partially! responsible for Ids Injuries If-he
falls to wear a aeat belt. .
The decision earae Injt9AntHorage caslrin
which Charles Hulchins aued Robert Schwartz
fokﬁ ﬂﬁ(ﬁ(ﬁg for égunes HUtCBIIndS dsu_st;;t/l\nLedf
when hli c*j an ’s coUldedri S
Hu_tchInSJsuf?ered cuts_on%it head, bruises
on hli chest, knee and wrist, and a broken toe.
In personal Injury lawsuits, Juries ma
adjust a mone_ta_r?(' a*krdlscfar"f"lq:ea(%
part%/'s responsipility. * ‘e '
The JurY decided"Schwarts toas 80 percent
negligent In causing the accident, and Hutch-
ins wu 40 percenl-negligent,™ It= awarded
Hutchins $1,000 In damnges. 1111 »rdt>n*v»»M
W\/I DurlnSg the trial, Superior Court Judge
MUIon Souler allowed testimony thBt Hutch-
ins wu not wearing a seat_belt. However,
before the Jurors _their, deliberations,
Souter ordered them fo disregard the seatbelt
evidence, ... e M,

Hutchins'appealed the verdict, arguing th>t
the seat belt” testimony never should”htye
been allowed, . e e )

CILIn% cues In Florida, nﬂ';?élsg!oh»lm'V‘T
Alaska Supreme'Court said there 1S alemon-
strable link between wearing seat’ bclti and
minimizing Injuries.

"Automobile scddenlt are foreseeable,'!
wrole Justice Allen Compton."Therefore, If
\mder the facts and circumstances of the case,
a.reasonabI%/ prudthTperson would haverVised
a seat belt_and If plaintiff suffered' taord
severe Injuries u a result of not wearlnf'a
seat belt, then the Jury should be permitted to
consider this factor In‘assessing damages.”

The Supreme'Court ruled” that “Souter’S
actions Involving the seat bell evidence were
appropriate; « ! l,. 'e*fe
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AMENDMENT

Offered i1n the HOUSE By Cotten

T0: HB 167

Page 2, after line 6, insert a new subsection to read:
"(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a peace officer
may .not stop or detain a person to determine compliance with (a) or
(b) of this section, or 1issue a citation for a violation of (a) or (b)
of this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop
or detain the person other than for a violation of (a) or (b) of this

section."

-1- 3/18/87



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 SEWARD ST. #8

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

907-586-1400

2/11/787

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE,

SINCERELY,

FRANK BICKFORD

FAET LANG



30. HB 167 (Cotten, et al) An Act relating to mandatory use of
safety devices in motor vehicles
A. State affiars, Judiciary
B. Status: House Floor
C. SA: CS - 4 do pass, 1 no rec
D. JubD: CS 4 do pass, 2 no rec,l1 do not pass
E. Testified:
1) Mark Johnson, EMS
2) Public Safety
F. Judiciary CS Sectional:
1) Sec 1: Repeals and reenacts safety belt law
a) Safety belts - new section
1> makes it illegal for anyone 16 or older to
occupy a motor vehicle without wearing a safety belt
2> Makes it illegal for anyone to operate a motor
vehicle without wearing a safety belt (e.g.14, 15year-olds)
b) Child safety seats section - unchanged from
present
c) Exceptions - rural exemption removed
1> emergency vehicles exempt
2> Mail & newspapers
3> Handicapped individuals may be exempted by the
commissioner
4> Vehicle not equipped w/belts
d) May not remove belts to avoid law
e) Secondary enforcement only - peace officer may
not stop a motor vehicle to determine compliance with (a).
(Primary enforcement still allowed for child seats)
2) Sec 2. Allows commissioner to exempt persons if use
is impractical because of physical or midical conditions.
3) Sec 3. Penalties
a) for violation of (@) (seat belts) An infraction
only, $15 fine max, no demerit points
b) violations of (b) child safety seats - same as
present law - an infraction, max fine $300, max 2 demerit
points, offender may provide proof of acquisition of child
safety device and the court shall dismiss the citation,
unless:
1> prior conviction
2> prior bail fTorfeiture
3> Prior provision of proof of acquisition



BILL NO: CS HB 167 (SA) DATE: April 1, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to CONTACT: Fllen"Woore
mandatory use of safety devices

In the Jurisdictions that have had the longest experience with safety bell
use laws, it has been found that the greater the level of increase in
seatbelt use, the greater tlie reduction in fatalities and serious injuries.
Correspondingly, the more stringent the law, the higher the compliance.

The Committee Substitute (State Affairs) for House Bill 167 provides for
"secondary" enforcement of the proposed safety belt statute as well as the
existing child restraint statute. It is the position of the Highway Safety
Planning Agency that this weakens the extremely successful child restraint
law. In fact, such a prevision may reverse the trend toward increased
safety belt use that began about the time the child restraint law went into
effect.

He recommend that the child restraint section [AS 28.05.095(b)J he extended
to cover children up to age sixteen. Without this change, it would be
possible tn issue a citation to a child as young as seven years old. We
also recommend that the so-called secondary enforcement section be revised
to include only adult belt use. Violation of the child restraint section
WGuld remain a "primary" offense.

Finally, AS 28.05.099(a) reduces the fine for a violation of the child

restraint law from a possible $300 to $15. We are neutral on this change,

but we believe that Sec. 28.05.099(b), which provides for dismissal on

proof of "correction”, should be repealed if mail-in-bail for this offense
established.

William R. NiXx
Actino Commissioner



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE
Bill Version: CSHB 167 (SA)

REQUEST Publish Date:

Revision Date: Agency Affected: PUBLIC SAFETY
Title: "An Act relating to BRU: Highway Safety Planning Agency
mandatory use of safety devices."

Sponsor: Cotten, Ulmer, Koponen, ... Components:

Requestor: House Judiciary

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 87 FYy 88 FY 89 FY 90 Fy 91 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

ENDING::  (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal 1impact is anticipated. Amendment reduces the maximum fine for
violation of the child restraint law from $300 to $15 and changes it from
primary to secondary enforcement. This negative revenue impact will be offset
by fines collected for .v/olation of the adult use provision.

Prepared by: Ellen Moore,Program Coordinatory Phone: 465-4375
Division: Highway Safety Planning Agency) Date: 3/33/87

1/
Approved by Commissioner: A (VVIQuc  pate: 7/,~3/-> /
Agency: Public Safety Il

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page___ 1 of 1
Senate Secretary



Q)

Date referred: 3/6/87 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary
DATE:
State Affairs Committee has considered HB 167

"An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices."

RECOMMENDS:

[xQ replace with _ C S HQ lu V(< A [ 1 the same title

[ 1 attached amendment(s) [ 1 anew title

[ ] do pass

[ .] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ 1 individual recommendations

[ 1 additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS; [ 1 letter of intent

ATTACHES HEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

[ 1 fiscal impact [ ] same as previous fiscal note
-2.Ji"X] zero fiscal note published
C ] =zero with analysis [ 1 same as previous zero fiscal

note published

SIGHIHG OTHER RECOMMEHDATIOHS:

NAAAN
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Revision Dale:
Title: An act relating

safety devices
Sponsor: cotTon,

Requestor:

Ulmer,

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

OPERATING

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND ScSTRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING

FY 87

-0 -
CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollarcl

GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TTTTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY -0 -

ANALYSIS :

Enactment of
of Health and Social

ark _'S. Johnson

M
Prepared by: pup|]g

ANr Mt ? snl/ean
Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
legislative Snonw
Requestor
Office of Managementand Budget
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary

to mandatory

ftoponen,

HB 167 would have
Services..

FISCAL NOTE

Bill Version
Publish D ate

hfi 167

Agency Affected: H ealth

BRU -

eT al rnmiYww. s Public

se-vice’s -

(Thousands of Dollais)

FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

-0 -

(Attach a separate page if necessary)

no direct fiscal 1impact on

STaTe 17eaTTF~Serv Ices

hlealth A dministration

EMS

FY 91 FY 92

rb\—i

—_ o

the Department

465-3027

Phone:

D ate:

:-M arch-i?riydy

page —— or —



"1
AW

STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL
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Revision Dale:

Tide: An Act relating to mandatory
usiof safety devices
Sponsor: rott.en. Ulmer et al
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Offered: 3/2.3/87 5-0659B
Referred: Judiciary

Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,
Koponen, et al.

IN THE; HOUSE n BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (State A ffairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST GESSION >, n r
A BILL AN~ N frot 1 y
For an Act (intitled: "An Act relating to mandatory /use of safety devices.”

BE IT ENACTED. BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec.\28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES/ REQUIRED. (a) Except as
provided in (c) of this section, a person may not occupy a motor
vehicle whife. in operation)unless restrained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of,this section, a driver may not
transport a child under the age of(sevei? in a motor vehicle unless the
driver has provided and properly secured each child as described in
this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the
child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the
standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a y
child safety device for infants. If the child is between four and/A5""
years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety
device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States
Department of Transportation or in a seatbelt, whichever is appropri-
ate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in aJscYtool bu” or] an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment
delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
or newspaper boxes;

J

(3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

under AS 28.05.096; /o

HBO167B “1-s CSHb 167 (SA)
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(4) a person required to be restrained by seatbelts under
(a) or(b) of this section if the motor vehicle is not equipped with
seatbelts; or \
— e ) a motor vehicle exempt under AS 28.10.011(11).

(d)A person may not remove a seatbelt from a vehicle solely to
be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, "a peace officer
may not stop or detain a(persori~feb determine compliance with (a) or
(b) of this section, or issue a citation for a violation of (a) or (b)
of this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop
or detain thej*personj other than for a violation of (a) or (b) of this
section. Jir-vJ
Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(a) The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations to
exempt a person [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the
use of a [CHILD] safety device is im practical because of physical or
medical conditions of the person or class of persons [CHILD].

Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.05.0909. PENALTY. (a) A person convicted of a violation
of AS 28.05.095(a), (b), or (d) [(c)] is guilty of an infraction and
may be fined up to $15. In addition to the fine established under
this section, a person convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(b) may
be assessed demerit points as determined by regulations of the depart-
nient, notwithstanding the provisions of AS 28.15.231(b).

(b) A person who violates AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.095(a)] by
failing to provide a child safety device or seatbelt may provide a
peace officer, including a village safety officer, proof of purchase

or acquisition, and installation, of an approved child safety device

CSHB 167 (SA) -2- HB0167B



or seatbelt. If the proof is provided within 30 days after the issu -
ance of a citation for the infraction, the court shall dismiss the
citation and no points shall be assessed under (a) of this section
unless the peison has

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by
failing to provide a child safety device or seatbelt;

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device
or seatbelt and has forfeited the bail required by the citation; or

(3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a

prior occasion.

HB0167B -3- CSHB 167(SA)
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- Safety belts save

Safety-belt-use laws that cover
about 139 million U.S. residents
have created a new class of citizens
—survivors.

These are persons who lived
through traffic accidents because
they were buckled up. And many
were wearing safety belts because
of belt-use laws passed by law-
makers concerned about reducing
the human and financial costs of
accidents.

Dr. BJ. Campbell, director of the
Highway Safety Research Center at
the University of North Carolina,
says that, in 1983,400 Americans in
eight states owed their lives to
safety-belt laws during the first few
months those laws were in force in
their states.

Campbell studied the life-saving
impact of safety-belt laws in effect
during 1985 in Illinois, Michigan,
Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina and
Texas.

"One of the newest and most

SAVED BY'BELT: Police officerJRobin Kane's car was'struck in the rear1

profound changes in U.S. motor- ever been seen before, and it’s a 7,000 to 9,000 lives would be saved IS
vehicle transportation history has dramatic and agreeable improve- annually, he said. tn
ta!(en place in the past two years mlent, he sald._ o _ Police Officer Robin Kane, a by
with the enactment of these laws. Campbell said by projecting his member of the Suffolk Count m,
Before the belt laws, safety-belt use findings in those eight states to the y be

was less than 20 percent,” he said.
Now belt use is in the 40 to 50
percent range in those states, and
16 additional states have enacted
belt-use laws.
“While this is a long way from the
kind of compliance everyone would'

entire nation, 2,000 to 2,500 lives
could be saved each year. “And
mind you, thats with seat-belt use
at its current level of 40 to 50
percent,” he said.

If safety-belt laws covered all
vehicles in the United States and

|

Highway Patrol, near New York
City, is one of the new breed of
survivors. She joined that new class
April 20,1986 when she survived an
auto accident because she was
wearing a safety belt.

Kane was in her patrol car,
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