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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senator Paul Fischer m u e m  Juneau
Senate District D  P.O. B ox V

Box 784 Juneau, Alaska 99811
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 (907) 465-3791

State Senate

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  N ii l o K o p o n e n  and 
J o h n n y  Ellis, C o - Ch a ir me n  

H o u s e  Health, Edu ca t io n  and Social 
Se rv ic es Commit te e

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

S e n a t o r  Paul Fischer

S C R  46
(Better Safe  Th a n S or ry Programs) 

M a r c h  9, 1988

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  schedu l i ng  the abov e r e f e r e n c e d  r e s o l u t i o n  
b e fo r e t he  H o u s e  Health, E d u c a ti o n and Social S e r v ic e s C o m m i tt e e 
at y o u r  e a r l ie s t p o s s i b l e  convenience.

I was p r o m p t e d  to introduce this r e s o l u t i o n  af t er  r u n n i n g  across 
an a r t i c l e  in t he  A n c h o r a g e  Times w h i c h  i m p r e ss e d me  considerably. 
In c h e c k i n g  into this program, I found th a t it is not b e i n g  
o ff er e d s t a t e w i d e  and I feel s tr on gl y th at  it s ho u ld  be. I th ink 
you 'll fi nd  th at  the tex t of the r e s o l u t i o n  sp ea ks  for itself.

Sena te C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 46 was s p o n s o r e d  b y  all m e m b e r s  
of the S enate a nd  p a ss e d the Senate  u n a n i m o u s l y  on F e b r u a r y  23.

PA F/ s gn



' P a s s w o r d '  s a f e t y  m e t h o d  i 

d e f e a t s  s t r a n g e r ' s  a d v a n c e  |

By Jean Lamming   §
TUse«Wrtur v ;. t   j!

A stranger lingered in a parked car at Bayshore Elementary 
School this week, watching students skating on an ice rink at an 
hour when most youngsters and teachers had gone for the night.

When a 9-year-old boy left the school grounds alone at 4:30 
Tuesday, the man eased his car out of the parking lot and pulled 
up alongside the boy. ■< ■ —  .*

“He stopped by him, rolled down the passenger window and 
said, ‘I’m  a friend of your m o m ’s and she sent m e  to pick you | 
up,* " according to officer Joe Young of the Anchorage Police
Department.. „•  ,.*•

. ' ' See Password, page A-8

Password: Safety
Continued from page A-l

From his perch on the curb, the 'oungster had one reton, 
Young said. “The boy said, ‘What’s the secret word?’ "

Seconds later the boy’s mother drove around the comer and 
saw her son standing there.

The man was gone. He didn’t know the password.
"It worked perfectly," the boy’s father said Wednesday. "It’s 

a simple matter of using one rule: if they don’t know the secret 
word, you don’t go with them." ■'- 

The father, who didn’t want to be named, hadn't expected his 
son to be enticed toward a car in the quiet, Bayshore neighbor­
hood, especially when the elementary school sits practically 
within sight of their home.

“It can happen anywhere —  that’s what blew us away," the 
father said.

"But he’s fine. He knows he’s safe and protected and we 
praised him a whole bunch.”

The boy’s mother can’t remember where she got the idea for 
the password, whether her son brought it home from school or 
heard it on a "Care Bear" record.

Dorothy Oetter, a health and physical education coordinator 
for the Anchorage School District, wasn't suprised when she 
heard about the boy’s response.

“Oh, wonderful,” Oetter said Wednesday. "That’s part of 
what we teach in our program at grades one, three and five.

All elementary schools in the district teach a "Better Safe 
Than Sorry" unit in certain grades. The unit includes a parent 
night where safety messages are passed to the home, she said. 

The program will be expanded this year to include all grades. 
School nurses and police officers also teach youngsters the 

safety rules, Oetter said.
Young said the boy was able to give police a detailed descrip­

tion of the man. The 9-year-old said the suspect was a white man 
with tanned skin and light brown hair, who looked to be in his 
late 20s. He was wearing a black leather flight jacket with a 
"Cobra" patch on the left chest, There was a picture of a snake 
and a helicopter with it. '' :

He also wore dark blue pants, a green shirt and sunglasses.
The car was a dark color with chrome rims on the wheels and 

bucket seats. 1
When the boy asked the man what the secret word was, the 

man guessed "Top Gun,” the father said... -,
Young said the ploy the man used to entice the youngster is '■ 

only one of many ruses people use to lure children awayr*
. t M. rC V .'- te :




