


m
Date referred:

HOUSE CO M M ITTEE REPORT
F U R T H E R  REFERRALS:

The

D A T E : Apr,'! WSZ
Health, E d u c a t i o n  and 

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  has c o n s i d e r e d  SC R 39

R e q u e s t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to r e q u i r e  the study of A l a s k a  
h i s t o r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  in A l a s k a  schools.

R E C O M M E N D S :

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  f t  C 5  scR  3 1  
[ ] a t t a c h e d  amendment(s)

do pass 

do not pass 

no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

indiv id ua l re co m m e n d a t i o n s  

a dd it i o n a l  referral to th e

[ y ] the same ti tl e 

[ ] a new title

C om mittee

A D O P T S : [ ] letter of intent

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s ) : 

[ ] fisc al  i m p a c t  

[ ] zero fisca l not e

zero w i t h  a n a l ys is

[ ] same as p r e vi ou s fiscal note

p u b l i s h e d  ________________________

[ Y ] same as prev i ou s zero fiscal 

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  ' 2 . / 2 ^ / 8 A
S I G N I N G  O T H E R  RECOMMENDATIONS:



,  _   ^ r . »  i - .  , . .  ^ WfK9^9Sff^SB9SSf9BBfJBff T ? V • P:"'■■■• . ’ ”•

STATE OF ALASKA 
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R E Q U E S T : _______________________

B I L L  V E R S I O N :

P U B L I S H  D A T E :

SCR-39

z T ir w
F IS C A L  N O T E

Revision Date:_______  _ ___________
Title: • • Alaska history and government.

S p o n so r: H e n s le y
RequestorSenate. HESS________________ _

Agency Affected: 
B R U : _________

Education

Components:.

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G F Y  8 8 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91 F Y  92 F Y  93
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IP M E N T
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C L A IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G - 0 0 0 YJ

0

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D  
F E D E R A L  F U N D S  
O T H E R  
T O T A L

i .... :........... 0 " 0 0

POSITIONS:

F U L L - T IM E
P A R T - T IM E
T E M P O R A R Y

\
A N A L Y S I S  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

.. Steve Hole
Prepared by: _ _ _ _ _

Division: Commis

Approved by Commission 
Agency: Department

Distribution (by preparerj) 

Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor 

Requester
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Phone:, 
Date: _

465-2800

2 - 1 9 - 8 8

D a t e :  2 - 1 9 - 8 8

page. of



tuti ii? m m
TCOd ILilllllJTMOl

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
L E G I S L A T I V E  R E F E R EN CE  L I B R A R Y

May, 1988

Copies of m i n u t e s  listed b e l o w  w e r e  or i gi n a l l y  included 
in this file. The m i n u t e s  are a v a i la bl e on the STAIRS 
database CMPR, In order to save space copies of minutes 
have no t b e e n  left in the files,

M a r y  V an Nim we ge n

POUOJ Y • STATE CAPirCX 

JUNEAU, AlASKAWB II  

90;-465-3B00

% • 30 <k I M



A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811 
Phone: (9071465-2444

P.O. Box 1069 
Kotzebue Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-2494

465-1862/465-4923

Senate Finance C om m ittee  
State  Affairs C om m ittee  

Vice-Chair, Rules C om m ittee  
Chair,  Administrative Regulation Review

W illia m  L . H ens ley

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i i l o  Koponen, C o -C h a irm an
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Johnny E l l i s ,  C o -C h a irm an  
House H e a lt h ,  E d u c a t io n ,  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C om m ittee

FROM: S e n a t o r  W i l l i e  H e n s le y

SUBJ: R e s o l u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  t e a c h i n g  o f  A la s k a  h i s t o r y  and
gov ern m en t i n  th e  s c h o o l s .

DATE: A p r i l  1 8 ,  1988

Thank you f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  a h e a r i n g  on my r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  th e  
S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  to  r e q u i r e  s t u d e n t s  to  c o m p le t e  one  u n i t  o f  
A la s k a  h i s t o r y  and governm ent t o  g r a d u a t e  from  h ig h  s c h o o l .

The r e a s o n i n g  b e h in d  my p r o p o s a l  i s  s e t  ou t  i n  th e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w h ich  
i s  a t t a c h e d ,  but I want t o  h i g h l i g h t  one  e l e m e n t :  th e  1987 r e p o r t  o f
th e  A la s k a  C om m iss io n  on P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t io n  t h a t  33 p e r c e n t  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  s e n i o r s  s u r v e y e d  s a i d  th ey  had no e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  in  
A la s k a  h i s t o r y .  A copy  o f  th e  C o m m is s io n 's  new s r e l e a s e  i s  a l s o  
a t t a c h e d .

E n c lo s u r e s
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B O X  FP - JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99811 

907/465-2854

Hews R e le a s e  
T r o u b led  Times -  T ro u b le d  S t u d e n t s  

S ep tem b er  1987

L a s t  y e a r ' s  A la s k a  h ig h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  were more c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e i r  h ig h  s c h o o l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  than  any group  o f  s e n i o r s  i n  th e  l a s t  t e n  u e a rs  r e p o r t e d  th e  A la s k a  
Commission on P o s tse c o n d a r y  E d u c a t io n .  In  i t s  a nnua l survey o f  A l a s k a ' s  h ig h  
s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  th e  Commission d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  1985-86  s e n i o r s  d e p a r te d  frc m  a 
number o f  t r e n d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  Dr. K e r r y  D. Rom esburg , th e  
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  Com m ission , r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " th e  p e r c e n ta g e  
o f  s e n i o r s  r a t i n g  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  h ig h  s c h o o l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  'p o o r '  more than  
d o u b le d  from  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,  and t h e  number o f  s e n i o r s  r a t i n g  t h e i r  h ig h  s c h o o l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  'o u t s t a n d i n g ' p lum m eted  l a s t  y e a r . "  Romesburg s a i d ,  " t h i s  was 
o n l y  one o f  th e  d i s t u r b i n g  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  1985 -86  s u r v e y . "

"Throughout t h e  s u r v e y  r e s p o n s e s , one  s e e s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  dow nturn  i n  
A l a s k a ' s  e co n o m y ,"  a c c o r d in g  to  Romesburg. L a s t  y e a r ' s  s e n i o r s  p l a c e d  much more  
e m p h a s is  on g r a d e s  and q u a l i t y  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  than  s e n i o r s  i n  p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y s .  
They a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  an i n c r e a s i n g  te n d e n c y  t o  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  and a 
d e c r e a s i n g  te n d e n c y  to  p l a n  to  r e t u r n  t o  A la sk a  a f t e r  c o m p le t in g  s c h o o l .  L e s s  
than  h a l f  ( o n l y  4 3 .3  p e r c e n t )  o f  th e  s e n i o r s  who p la n n e d  t o  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e  
o u t - o f - s t a t e  s a i d  th e y  p la n n e d  to  r e t u r n  t o  A la s k a  a f t e r  g r a d u a t io n .  Romesburg  
added t h a t  many s t u d e n t s  s u b m i t t e d  w r i t t e n  comments r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  p o o r  j o b  
o u t l o o k  i n  A la s k a .

On a p o s i t i v e  n o t e ,  th e  s u r v e y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  n e a r l y  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s  
s t i l l  e x p r e s s e d  g e n e r a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  t h e i r  h ig h  s c h o o l  t r a i n i n g ,  and th e  
s e n i o r s  from  A l a s k a ' s  s m a l l e r  h ig h  s c h o o l s  a r e  much more p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  
o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  than  were p r e v i o u s  s e n i o r s .  The f i n d i n g s  a l s o  
r e f l e c t  t h a t  n e a r l y  two o f  e v e r y three s e n i o r s  p la n n e d  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t io n  
and an i n c r e a s i n g  number p la n n e d  to  a t t e n d  a 4 - y e a r  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y .  The 
m ost p o p u la r  c h o ic e s  were t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  F a ir b a n k s  and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  A la s k a ,  A nchorage . When a s k e d  why th e  s e n i o r s  e l e c t e d  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  i n  
A la s k a  o r  o u t - o f - s t a t e ,  th e  r e s p o n s e s  v a r i e d .  Those  a t t e n d i n g  i n  A la s k a  r e p o r t e d  
i t  was due to  low  t u i t i o n  and l i v i n g  e x p e n s e s  and c l o s e n e s s  to  home, w h i l e  t h o s e  
a t t e n d i n g  o u t - o f - s t a t e  r e p o r t e d  i t  was due t o  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p rogram , r e p u t a t i o n  
o f  s c h o o l ,  o r  g e o g r a p h ic  l o c a t i o n .

"A new a s p e c t  o f  l a s t  y e a r ' s  s u r v e y  was to  a s s e s s  a t t i t u d e s  w i t h i n  s p e c i f i c  
t a r g e t  d i s c i p l i n e s , "  s a i d  Romesburg. The s u r v e y  i s  a j o i n t  p r o j e c t between the 
P o s t s e c o n d a r y  Commission and th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n .  The D epartm ent  
s e l e c t e d  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  and  s c i e n c e  t o  be  
t a r g e t e d  l a s t  y e a r .  Romesburg s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  D epar tm en t  has  n o t  y e t  f o r m a l l y  
r e a c t e d  to  t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  t h a t  he f i n d s  some r e s u l t s  s u r p r i s i n g .  N e a r ly  h a l f  o f  
t h e  s e n i o r s  i n d i c a t e d  no  e d u c a t io n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  A l a s k a JVa t i v e _ C la im s  
S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  and a f u l l  t h i r d  o f  th e  s e n i o r s  r e p o r t e d  no e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e
i n  A la s k a  H i s t o r y ,  and o f  t h o s e  who d i d  have  c o u rse w o rk  i n  these a r e a s ,  many f e l t
t h e  work was p o o r .  " I  b e l i e v e  a v e r y  l e g i t i m a t e  q u e s t i o n  t o  r a i s e '  i s  why a 

, c o u r s e  i n  A la s k a  H i s t o r y _ i s  n o t a state r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  g ra d u a t i o n T" s a i d
I Romesburg.
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