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SB 501: An Act p lac ing the p r in c ip a l executive o f f i c e r  o f the 
State Medical Board in the p a r t i a l l y  exempt se rv ice .

The Department o f Commerce and Economic Development is in support o f SB 501 
wnich places the State Medical Board's Executive Secretary pos it io n  in the 
p a r t i a l l y  exempt se rv ice .

C u r re n t ly , two (the Alaska Board o f Nursing and the Alaska Real Estate 
Commission) o f the three boards which have executive sec re ta r ie s assigned 
to  them have th e i r  pos it io n s l is te d  under AS 39.25.120 as in the p a r t i a l l y  
exempt se rv ice . Last session, the Medical Board was also granted an execu­
t i v e  sec re ta ry p o s i t io n . Despite le g is la t i v e  in te n t th a t the po s it io n  be 
classed p a r t i a l l y  exempt, because AS 39.25.120 was not s p e c i f i c a l l y  amended 
to exempt the p o s i t io n , the executive secre ta ry to the Medical Board has 
had to be classed as a general government employee.

An executive secre ta ry to a l icens ing board func t io ns w ith a grea t deal o f 
independence. The po s i t io n , a Range 18, wh ile h ired by the D iv is io n  o f 
Occupational L icens ing , is  h ired on ly w ith the concurrence o f the a p p l i­
cable board and p r im a r i l y  serves the board in i t s  p o l ic y  making capac ity . 
The l ic e n s in g  and examination o f app lican ts is handled by a l icens ing 
examiner in Juneau (a Range 12), wh ile r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  board meetings, 
board agenda, coo rd ina t ion o f in ve s t ig a t io n s  and the development o f p o l ic y  
issues is  the sole r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f the executive sec re ta ry . The leve l o f 
independence and pro fess iona lism requ ired o f the po s i t io n  j u s t i f i e s  i t s  PX 
s ta tus .

In a dd it io n , the po s it io n  must meet the needs o f the board and be very 
responsive to  the p o l ic y  d ire c t iv e s  and desires o f the board i t  serves. As 
a rep re sen ta t ive  o f the board a t major na t iona l meetings and at in -s ta te  
meetings and conferences, the board must have f u l l  confidence th a t the 
employee both f u l l y  understands and represents the p o s i t io n  and in te re s ts  
o f the board. I f  no t, the board, which is not a f u l l - t im e  agency, must 
have the la t i t u d e  to remove the employee w ithou t having to be subjected to 
the leng thy, progress ive d is c ip l in e  requirements th a t q u i te  r i g h t f u l l y ' ,  
p ro te c t general government employees who are supervised on an ongoing bas is !

F in a l l y ,  the incons is tency o f having two executive sec re ta ry pos it ion s 
classed PX and one po s it io n  classed GGU makes fo r  obvious adm in is t ra t iv e  
d is p a r i t ie s  th a t complicate the work environment.

The department supports th is  b i l l  and urges i t s  adoption.

W
J. Anthony Smith, Commissioner 
Department o f Commerce and Economic 

Development
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
L E G IS L A T IV E  REFERENCE L IB R A R Y

M ay , 1 9 8 8

C o p ie s  o f  m in u t e s  l i s t e d  b e lo w  w e re  o r i g i n a l l y  i n c lu d e d  
i n  t h i s  f i l e .  T h e  m in u t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  ST A IR S  
d a t a b a s e  CMPR. I n  o r d e r  t o  s a v e  s p a c e  c o p i e s  o f  m in u t e s  
h a v e  n o t  b e e n  l e f t  i n  t h e  f i l e s .

M a ry  Van N im w egen
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