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( HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
D a te  r e f e r r e d : 4 / 1 9 / 8 8 FURTHER REFERRALS:

T he

DATE: '-f~ Z &  - 6 < b
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t io n  an d
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m itte e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  SB 4 2 0

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u lu m  r e q u ir e d  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "

RECOMMENDS:

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  ___________

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t(s )

d o  p a s s

[ ] t h e  sam e t i t l e

[ ] a new  t i t l e

ADOPTS:

[

[

[

[

[ ]

d o  n o t  p a s s  

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

C o m m ittee

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL N O T E( s ) :  

[ ] f i s c a l  im p a c t

[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

[ ] sam e a s  p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e

p u b l i s h e d  _______________________

£ 1  [ X ] sam e a s  p r e v i o u s  z e r o  f i s c a l  

n o t e S p u b l i s h e d  2 / 2 } / ^ ^  

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY

POUCHY. ST ATE CAPIKX 
JUNEAU, AIASKA990M 

907-J65-3000

M ay, 1 9 8 8

C o p ie s  o f  m in u t e s  l i s t e d  b e lo w  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h i s  f i l e .  The  m in u t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on  t h e  STAIRS 
d a t a b a s e  CMPR. I n  o r d e r  t o  s a v e . s p a c e  c o p i e s  o f  m in u t e s  
h a v e  n o t  b e e n  l e f t  i n  t h e  f i l e s .

M ary Van N im w egen



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Senate

P.O. BOX V 
S ta te  C apitol 

Juneau, Alaska

Sponsor Summary

SB-420: "An a c t  r e la t in g  to  th e  curriculum  req u ired  in  p u b lic  sc h o o ls ."

SB-420 would req u ire  sch o o l d i s t r i c t s  to  g iv e  c r e d it  fo r  American S ign  
Language (ASL) as a fo r e ig n  language i f  i t  i s  ta u g h t.

C a lifo r n ia  and Ohio both  have lav/s s im ila r  to  th a t proposed by SB-420
and more than 300 in s t i t u t io n s  o f  h igh er  lea rn in g  a cro ss  th e  U nited  
S ta te s  o f f e r  c la s s e s  in  s ig n  language.

The Commission on Education o f  th e  D eaf rec o g n izes  American S ign  
Language as a le g it im a te  language. A fter  e x te n s iv e  exam ination , 
resea rch ers  have concluded th a t  ASL's l i n g u i s t i c  s tr u c tu r e  i s  th a t o f  a  
n atu ra l and com plete language.

Sch oo ls w i l l  not be req u ired  to  teach  s ig n  language c la s s e s  i f  t h i s
l e g i s la t io n  p a s se s . B ut, i f  th e  c la s s  i s  o f fe r e d , sch o o ls  w i l l  have t o
g iv e  c r e d it  t o  s tu d en ts  who s u c c e s s fu l ly  conrolete th e co u rse . P r e se n tly  
many sch o o l d i s t r i c t s  o f f e r  cou rses in  ASL, but o fte n  th e  cou rses are  
not g iv e n  fo r  c r e d it .

The Anchorage A sso c ia tio n  o f  th e  D eaf, th e  N atio n a l Education  
A sso c ia tio n  (NEA), and th e  L ouise Rude C enter fo r  th e  B lin d  and Deaf 
a l l  support t h i s  l e g i s la t io n .

V/e should reco g n ize  th a t  th e  Deaf Community i s  p art o f  our s o c ie t y .  For 
fa r  coo lon g  we have chosen to  ign ore and d isc r im in a te  a g a in s t  th e  d e a f. 
T his l e g i s la t io n  iL one sm all s tep  toward encouraging our stu d en ts  to  
lea rn  an im portant communication s k i l l ,  and toward r e c o g n it io n  o f  the  
Deaf Community as p art o f  u s .

JK/ernt

Official Business 99811

I
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Louise R ude C en te r 
fo r  B lin d  and D eaf A d u lts

CENTER FOR BLIND ADULTS 
3903 Talt Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99517 JAMES H. OMVIG, Director
(907)248-7770 M arch 8 ,  1988

CENTER FOR DEAF ADULTS 
1020 E. 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907)276-3456

A l a s x a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O Box F
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Soon you  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  SB £ £ £ ,  w h i c h  r e l a t e s  
t o  g i v i n g  c r e d i t  f o r  A m e r i c a n  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  (ASL)  w hen i t  i s  t a u g h t  
i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a nd  w h i c h  was  s p o n s o r e d  by  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a .

H ere a r e  a f e w  f a c t s  a b o u t  A m e r ic a n  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  (ASL) :

1 .  ASL i s  a v i s u a l / g e s t u r a l  l a n g u a g e .

2 .  I t s  r o o t s  a r e  i n  F r e n c h  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  and  O ld  A m e r ic a n  
S ig n  L a n g u a g e .

3 .  I t  i s  u s e d  i n  b o t h  t h e  U . S .  a nd  som e p a r t s  o f  C a n a d a .

4 .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  d e a f  p e r s o n s  u s e  ASL a s  t h e i r  
p r im a r y  l a n g u a g e .  R o u g h ly  600  d e a f  p e r s o n s  r e s i d i n g  
i n  A l a s k a  u s e  i t  r e g u l a r l y .

5 .  ASL h a s  i t s  own s y n t a x ,  gram m ar, an d  s t r u c t u r a l  p r o p -
S 2T T L  i < 5  S  •

6 .  L ik e  a l l  l a n g u a g e s ,  w h e t h e r  o r a l / a u d i t o r y  ( s p o k e n )  
o r  v i s u a l / g e s t u r a l  ( s i g n e d ) ,  ASL s p r a n g  f r o m  a g r o u p ' s  
n e e d  t o  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  f e e l i n g s ,  v a l u e s ,  and  norm s  
o f  b e h a v i o r .

7 .  ASL i s  t a u g h t  and  u s e d  in  e v e r y  s t a t e  o f  t h e  u n i o n .

8 .  ASL h a s  no  w r i t t e n  f o r m ,  b u t  a d v a n c e s  i n  t e c h n o l o g y  
( v i d e o )  e n a b l e  u s e r s  and  i n s t r u c t o r s  t o  r e c o r d  l a n ­
g u a g e  s a m p le s  f o r  p o s t e r i t y  and  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .

9 .  A l t h o u g h  ASL h a s  b e e n  u s e d  by  d e a f  p e r s o n s  s i n c e  a b o u t  
1 8 2 0 ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  s t u d i e d  b y  l i n g u i s t s  o n l y  s i n c e  t h e  
l a t e  1 9 5 0 s .



M a r c h  8, 1 9 8 8

P a g e  2

1 0 .  ASL c a n  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  an u n com m on ly  t a u g h t  la n g u a g e  
an d  t h u s  u s u a l l y  i s  fo u n d  in  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e  d e p a r t ­
m e n t s  a lo n g  w i t h  N a v a j o ,  Y u p i k ,  and  m o s t  N o r t h  A m e r ic a n  
I n d i a n  l a n g u a g e s .

1 1 .  ASL i s  n o t  a f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s e n s e  o f  
t h e  term  b u t  f o r  l a c k  o f  o t h e r  d e D a r t m e n t  c h o i c e s ;
i . e .  M odern L a n g u a g e  D e p a r t m e n t ;  i t  w o u ld  f i t  in  t h e  
la r q u a g e  d e p a r tm e n t  w h e r e  o t h e r  th a n  E n g l i s h  i s  t a u g h t .

1 2 .  S i g n  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  u n i v e r s a l .  T h e r e  a r e  u n iq u e  s i g n  
l a n g u a g e s  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  d e a f  p e r s o n s  l i v e ;  
S p a n i s h  S i g n  L a n g u a g e ;  F i l i p i n o  S i g n  L a n g u a g e ;  K orean  
S i g n  L a n g u a g e ,  e t c .

1 3 .  The s t u d y  o f  la n g u a g e  i s  an e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  w h ic h  
i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  a w o r ld  v ie w  w h ic h  i s  d i f f e r ­
e n t  fro m  t h e i r  own.  I t . a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a  new d i s c i p l i n e  
w i t h  w h ic h  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  m i n d .

1 4 .  We h a v e  a d e a r t h  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  ASL i n  A l a s k a .
By a l l o w i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  t o  e a r n  c r e d i t ,  we  
may b e  o p e n i n g  new c a r e e r  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e m .

I am v e r y  e a g e r  t o  s e e  SB 4 2 0  b ecom e la w  i n  A l a s k a .  I t  w o u ld  n o t  
r e q u i r e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  ASL b u t  w o u ld  g i v e  ASL t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a ­
t u s  i t  d e s e r v e s  i n  t h e  la n g u a g e  c o m m u n ity  by r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  c r e d i t  
b e  e a r n e d  w hen i t  i s  o f f e r e d .

As a s t u d e n t  o f  ASL f o r  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  I know  f i r s t h a n d  
o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a v i s u a l / g e s t u r a l  l a n g u a g e .  K now ing  
t h i s  la n g u a g e  h a s  e n a b le d  me t o  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  d e a f  p e r s o n s  in  e d u ­
c a t i o n ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  human s e r v i c e ,  a n d  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g s .  I t  
h a s  t r u l y  e n r i c h e d  my l i f e .  I e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  SB 4 2 0 .

I f  I  c a n  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  a n y  f u r t .h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  
o r  o t h e r  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  d e a f n e s s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
m e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C a r o ly n n  J .  W h i t c h e r  
D i r e c t o r

CJW; cp



E d u c a t i o n

MAINSTREAMING OF DEAF CHILDREN 
—  FROM BAD TO WORSE

b y H a r l a n  L a n e ,  P h . D .
( e x e r p t e d  from THE DEAF AMERICAN) 

( S p r i n g  1 9 8 7 )

Ten y e a r s  a g o  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  t h e  
E d u c a t i o n  f o r  A l l  h a n d i c a p p e d  C h i l d ­
r e n  A c t ,  w h i c h  h a s  l e d  t o  g r o w i n g  
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  d e a f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  
h e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  i n  l o c a l  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .  More t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  e s t i ­
mat e d  8 0 , 0 0 0  d e a f  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  now b e e n  
" m a i n s t r e a m e d "  t o  som e e x t e n t ,  and  
t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  d e a f  
t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  a r e  s t a r t i n g  
t o  c l o s e .

Y e t  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  e d u c a t e  d e a f  
c h i l d r e n  w i t h  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s  a p ­
p r o p r i a t e  f o r  h e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  h a s  
r e p e a t e d l y  p r o v e d  a f a i l u r e .  In  a 
c l a s s r o o m  w h e r e  s p o k e n  and w r i t t e n  
E n g l i s h  a r e  t h e  b a s i c  means  o f  com ­
m u n i c a t i o n ,  d e a f  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b a f f l e d  
and w i t h d r a w n ,  s i n c e  e i t h t  o u t  o f  
t e n  b ecam e d e a f  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  
l e a r n  E n g l i s h  a t  ho me .  T h e s e  c h i l d ­
r e n  l a c k  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  E n g l i s h  
and t h e  s k i l l s  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  and  
l i p r e a d i n g  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u c c e e d ;  
s t u d i e s  h a v e  sh ow n  t h a t  s p e e c h  t e a c h ­
e r s  f i n d  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e i r  own d e a f  
p u p i l s  h a r d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  u t t e r l y  
u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  and  d e a f  h i g h  s c h o o l  
s t u d e n t s  c a n  l i p r e a d  no b e t t e r  th a n  
t h e  man i n  t h e  s t r e e t  —  t h a t  i s ,  
s c a r c e l y  a t  a l l .

An e d u c a t i o n a l  d i s a s t e r  h a s  t h u s  
r e s u l t e d  f r o m  u s i n g  E h g l i s h  t o  i n ­
s t r u c t  d e a f  c h i l d r e n ;  J t h e  a v e r a g e  
t w e l f t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t  r e a d s  a t  f o u r ­
t h  g r a d e  l e v e l  and  d o e s  a r i t h m e t i c  
( h i s  b e s t  s u b j e c t )  a t  s i x t h  g r a d e  
l e v e l .  T h u s m o s t  d e a f  s t u d e n t s  l e a v e  
s c h o o l  u n a b l e  t o  r e a d  a n e w s p a p e r  
r e a d i l y ;  t h e  m a n u a l  t r a d e s  a w a i t  
t h e m ,  b u t  t h e  m a n u a l  t r a d e s  a r e  d y ­
i n g  o u t .  The  f u t u r e  i s  b l e a k  f o r  m o s t  
o f  t o d a y ' s  d e a f  s t u d e n t s .

As a r e m e d y ,  many d e a f  l e a d e r s  
w a nt  t o  k e e p  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l s  
f o r  t h e  d e a f  and t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  s i g n  - 
la n g u a g e  and d e a f  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e i r  
c l a s s r o o m s  —  s u c c e s s f u l  p r a c t i c e s •

i n  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  when A m e r i c a n  
d e a f  c h i l d r e n  s t u d i e d  a l l  t h e i r  s u b -  ' 
j e c t s  i n  t h e i r  m o s t  f l u e n t  l a n g u a g e , J ,  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  De = ;j 
In a s c h o o l  w i t h  a s i g n i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  
t h e  d e a f  s t u d e n t  i s  a b l e  n o t  o n l y  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  and r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  i n s t r ­
u c t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  g e t  h e l p  a f t e r  
c l a s s  w i t h  c o u r s e  w o r k ,  t o  d i s c u s s  
l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
e v e n t s ,  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s t u d e n t  a c t ­
i v i t i e s ,  t o  d e v e l o p  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  
o t h e r  d e a f  s t u d e n t s  ( m o s t  d e a f  p e o p l e  
c h o s e  a d e a f  p a r t n e r  when m a r r y i n g ) ,  
t o  e m u l a t e  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  and d e a f  
t e a c h e r s ,  t o  a c q u i r e  s e l f - r e s p e c t  as  
a d e a f  p e r s o n .

N one o f  t h e s e  a d v a n t a g e s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  d e a f  c h i l d  i n  an  
o r d i n a r y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  w h e r e  s i g n  
l a n g u a g e ,  d e a f  t e a c h e r s ,  and a d e a f  
c o m m u n i t y  a r e  a b s e n t .  The  p o o r  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  t h e r e f o r  s o c i a l  and e m o t i o n a l  
g r o w t h  a r e  n o t  o f f s e t  by e n h a n c e d  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  f o r  l e a r n i n g :  t h e  f i r s t  r e ­
p o r t  c a r d s  on m a i n s t r a m e d  d e a f  c h i l d ­
r e n  sh ow  no im p r o v e m e n t i n  E n g l i s h  or  
m a t h e m a t i c s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  m a i n s t r ­
e a m i n g  ( e v e n  th o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  t o  be  
m a i n s t r e a m e d  w e r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  
t h e  b e s t  s p e e c h  and h e a r i n g ) .

The  d e a f  c h i l d r e n  who do b e s t  i n  
s c h o o l  a r e  t h e  f o r t u n a t e  10 p e r c e n t  
who l e a r n e d  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  a s  a n a t i v e  
la n g u a g e  f r om t h e i r  d e a f  c l a s s m a t e s  
f r o m  h e a r i n g  h om es i n  m o s t  s u b j e c t s ,  
e v e n  i n l e a r n i n g  t o  r e a d  and w r i t e  
E n g l i s h .  T hey a r e  a l s o  b e t t e r  a d j u s t ­
e d ,  b e t t e r  s o c i a l i z e d  and h a v e  m ore 
p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s .  The s u p e r i o r  p e r ­
f o r m a n c e  o f  d e a f  c h i l d r e n  o f  d e a f  p a r ­
e n t s  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  mo s t  
n e e d  t o  b e made i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  
d e a f  c h i l d r e n ,  n a m e l y ,  a r e t u r n  t o  
s i g n  l a n g u a g e ,  d e a f  t e a c h e r s  and d e a f  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  T h e s e  c h a n g e s  h a v e  
lo n g  b e e n  a d v o c a t e d  by many o f  t h e  
d e a f  co m m u n ity  and by t h e  N a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e a f

A r e c e n t  UNESCO r e p o r t  on t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a f  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  
d e a f  a d u l t s  h a v e  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  t o  
p l a y  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  and e d u c a t i o n  
o f  d e a f  c h i l d r e n ,  and f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e r a c t  i o n  o f  d e a f  a d u l t s  w i t h  t h e



p a r e n t s ,  t h e  d e a f  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  
t e a c h e r s  a l s o  " e n r i c h e s  t h e  s o c i a l ­
i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a f  c h i l d . "  He r e  i s  
what  t h e s e  e x p e r t s  had t o  s a y  a b o u t  
s i g n  l a n g u a g e :  We m u s t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
l e g i t i m a c y  o f  s i g n  la n g u a g e  a s  a l i n ­
g u i s t i c  s y s t e m  and  i t  s h o u l d  be  a c ­
c o r d e d  t h e  sam e s t a t u s  a s  o t h e r  
l a n g u a g e s .  Now t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s i g n  la n g u a g e s  f o r  
d e a f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d ,  
i t  i s  no l o n g e r  a d m i s s i b l e  t o  o v e r ­
l o o k  them  o r  t o  f a i l  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e i r  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  d e a f  e d u c a t ­
i o n .  The  o l d  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  
s i g n  la n g u a g e  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  t h e  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  s p o k e n  and w r i t t e n  
la n g u a g e  i s  no l o n g e r  c o n s i d e r e d  
v a l i d .

I f  d e a f  a d u l t s  w e r e  o n c e  a g a i n  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e d u ­
c a t i o n  o f  d e a f  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  
be r o l e  m o d e l s  f o r  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n ,  
A m e r i c a n  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  w o u l d  be  i n ­
t r o d u c e d .  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  s k i l l s  
w o u l d  t a k e  t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r i o r ­
i t y ,  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a c y  w o u l d  i m p r o v e ,  
s c h o o l s  w h o u l d  no  l o n g e r  b e  u n s u c ­
c e s s f u l  s p e e c h  c l i n i c s  b u t  s u c c e s s -  
f u l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  v e r y  p r o f e s s ­
i o n s  c r e a t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  d e a f  h a v e  b e e n  t o t a l l y  a t  . odd s  
f o r  o v e r  a c e n t u r y  w i t h  w h a t t h e  d e a f  
p e r c e i v e  a s  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e s e  
p r o f e s s i o n s  h a v e  v a i n l y  p u r s u e d  t h e  
a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  d e a f  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  
t h e  h e a r i n g  m a j o r i t y  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  
o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  g r o w t h ;  t h u s ,  
many s p e c i a l  e d u c a t o r s  e m b ra ce d  m a i n -  
s t r e a m i n g  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  w o u l d  
h e l p  t o  c l o s e  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l s  
t h e  d e a f  h o l d  d e a r .  C o n g r e s s  w as 
w i s e r ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  ( i n  t h e  w o rd s  o f  
th e  S u p rem e C o u r t )  t h a t  " r e g u l a r  
c l a s s r o o m s  s i m p l y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a s u i t ­
a b l e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  
many h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n "  and p r o ­
v i d i n g  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a c e m e n t s .
But  e d u c a t o r s  h a v e  l a r g e l y  ig n o r e d  
t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 7 5  a c t .

To a c h i e v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  
e m o t i o n a l  m a t u r i t y  and f u l l  p a r t i c ­
i p a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  m o s t  d e a f  c h i l d ­
r e n  r e q u i r e  an  e d u c a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  
i n  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  l a n g u a g e ,  A m e r i c a n

S i g n  L a n g u a g e , w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c :  
o f  d e a f  a d u l t s ,  i n  t h e  s e t t i n g  
s p e c i a l i z e d  s c h o o l .  The s t a t
a t i o .  s h o u l d  b r i n g  
t h e i r  s t a t e h o u s e .

t h e i r  c a
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A la s k a  
A s s o c ia t io n  of th e

1345 Rudakof Circle, Suite 107 
Anchorage, A laska 99508 
907-333-7545 (TTY)

A p r i l  1 ,  1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fran  U lm er  
C h a i r m a n ,  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
P. O.  Box V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811  

D ear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ulmer:

We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 0 .  T h i s  
b i l l  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  A m erica n  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  
i n  t h e  A l a s k a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  a s  a f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e  c r e d i t .  
We f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  i s  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  a s  i t  d e a l s  w i t h  d e a f  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  We a r e  s t r o n g l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  and  
h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  a l s o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  i t s  p a s s a g e .

We h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 0  h a s  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  and 
i s  now i n  t h e  H o u s e .  I t  i s  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  H ouse  
i t  w i l l  h a v e  tw o c o m m i t t e e  a s s i g n m e n t s :  H ouse S t a t e  A f f a i r s  and
H ouse H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  We h a v e  b e e n  
in fo r m e d  by a n o t h e r  s t a f f  member o f  t h e  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  
S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 0  w i l l  be b r o u g h t  up f o r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  s o m e t i m e  
i n  A p r i l  1 9 8 8 .  S i n c e  you  a r e  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H ouse S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e  we w ou ld  b e  m o st g r a t e f u l  i f  y o u  wo ul d  n o t i f y  
u s  o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h a t  h e a r i n g  and we w ou ld  a l s o  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  
t h a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  be  h e l d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  o r  th r o u g h  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  
w i t h  an i n t e r p r e t e r  p r o v i d e d  by y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  
d e a f  c o m m u n i t y  h e r e  c o u l d  he  re som e i n p u t  on t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Y our a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  i s  w elco m ed  and g r e a t l y  a p p r e ­
c i a t e d .  T hank you  f o r  a l l  t h e  t i m e  and e f f o r t  y o u  may p l a c e  
i n  y o u r  a d v o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l  and a l l  o t h e r s  t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  
d e a f  i s s u e s .  We s t r o n g l y  u r g e  you  t o  f u l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e  S e n a t e

A  Non-Profit Consumer Organization of the Deaf



A la s k a
A s s o c ia t io n  of the

D e a f 1345 Rudakof Circle, Suite 107 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
907-333-7545 (TTY)

M arch 3 ,  1988

R e p r e s e n a t i v e  F ran  U lm er
C h a i r p e r s o n  S t a t e  A f f a i r s
Room 102
P . O.  Box V
J u n e a u ,  AK. 9 9 8 11

D ear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l me r :

We u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 0  w h i c h  h a s  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  
t h e  S e n a t e  r e c e n t l y  w i l l  com e t o  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .  
S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 0  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  
S i g n  L a n g u a g e  i n  a h i g h  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  t o  b e  g i v e n  c r e d i t  
a s  a f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e .

The A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  D e a f f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  i s  
v e r y  im p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  
f o r  t h e  d e a f  com m u n ity  i n  A l a s k a .  We a r e  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  
o f  t h i s  b i l l  and h o p e  t h a t  you  and t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m ittee  
w i l l  g i v e  i t  p rom p t a t t e n t i o n  and f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n .  Thank  
you  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .

A l b e r t  B e r k e  
S e c r e t a r y

AB: c j p

A  Non-Profit Cons u m e r  Organization of the Deaf
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POSITION PAPER 
SENATE BILL NO. 420

"An Act re la t in g  to the curr icu lum requ ired in pub lic  schoo ls ."

EFFECT OF BILL
SB420 would re cu ire  th a t American Sign Language, i f  taught in a pub lic 
school, would be given fo re ign language c re d i t .

RECOMMENDATION
The Department o f Health and Social Services recommends passage o f 
SB420.

Recommended by; v / | ,  / ___________
Me1 Henry, D ire c to r

Date:

Approved by: J u
Myra n .  Munson,

Date:

Commissioner
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P r o l o g u e

My llrsi glimpse of deaf life came while listening to a research 
paper about^Vmerican Sign Language (ASL) at a university 
conference (in language and linguistics in the m id- 1970s. This 
remarkable language had only recently been discovered by aca­
demic linguists; the auditorium was filled, and interest was very 
high. Before making the presentation, the speaker gave a brief 
and startling history of ASL in America: Among educators of 
the deaf, ASL is not considered a language. It is never taught, is 
forbidden in the classroom, and strongly discouraged outside of 
school. The aim of deaf education for close to a century has been 
teaching the deaf to speak and to lipread. Despite the fact that 
few deaf students have ever achieved these goals, it still is.

Although ASL was discouraged and even suppressed, deaf 
people throughout the country havp continued to use it. It is the 
fourth most commonly used language in the United Slates—  
after English, Spanish, and Italian—with a signing population of
n e^ y  .joo.optK ; g  

!:;Deaf people have always used sign language. Even unin­
structed and isolated deaf people use signs. In 1 9 7 2 , a Danish an­
thropologist came across a single deaf man on a Polynesian is­
land—the only one ever recorded in the island’s twenty-four 
generations of oral history—and be was using a sign language to 
communicate with his family and friends. In schools for the deaf 
where a strictly oral method is pursued, and the prohibition 
against .>ign language is zealously enforced, children are still

j ^ T U E  O T H E R S I D E  O K  S I L E N C E

known to sign among themselves at every opportunity. Observ­
ers have commented 011 this phenomenon for centuries, and 
modern psychologists have begun studying it. There is now ex­
perimental data showing that young deaf children who have had 
no exposure to any kind of sign language will indeed invent their 
own system of signs.

My own experience with ASL and the deaf community 
began with reading articles and attending lectures; I had never 
known a deaf person, never met a deaf child. I enrolled in a sign 
language course, and subsequently spent an entire, frustrating 
season signing nursery rhymes. What I was learning was not 
American Sign Language, but I did acquire a small vocabulary 
of standard signs borrowed from ASL and used in all sign sys­
tems. It was like learning a list of French words before taking a 
trip to Paris. O f  course, it’s better to go to Paris with a small list 
of French words than with none, and my signs, though pathetic [ 
by linguistic standards, were better than no signs at all. Later, 
when I b gan interviewing deaf people, I always used an inter­
preter.

ASL was a topic of considerable interest to scholars, but I 
wanted to know what it meant to the deaf; to understand the deaf 
point ot view. I wondered if the recognition of ASL had im­
proved their lives. I started with the children, and with the con­
viction that the new information, when filtered down to the level 
of the schools, could only lead to constructive action.

Most schools for the deaf are currently using some variety of 
sign language in the classroom as part of a new method called 

total communication." When the decision was made, during the 
1970s, to lift the ban on signing, no change in philosophy took 
place; to all other methods, techniques, training, and curricula, 
signs were merely added. Amoeba-like, these institutions are al- j 
ways eager to extend themselves, to increase their bulk and their ' 
budgets. The teachers have their own interests and traditions; 
their opinions were formed at teachers training colleges and spe­
cial education departments. In some states, a single sequence of 
courses certifies a teacher to work with any handicapped child:

I'rologuc

crippled, retarded, disturbed, autistic, deaf, or blind. (There are 
almost no deaf teachers in schools for the deaf.) Though a sort of 
sign language is used in the schools, it isn’t ASL. A peculiar kind 
of trade-oll has taken place: the kids don’t learn to speak very 
well, and the teachers don't learn to sign. f

For live years, I made regular visits to schools and agencies, 
institutions dedicated to the education and welfare of the deal. 
They were all public institutions, and ranged from well-stalled 
federal committees in Washington to a rural school with one deal 
child and a part-time hearing specialist. Few professionals in the 
world of the deaf have ever thought seriously about deal ness. 
They think only about hearing: hearing loss, partial hearing, re­
sidual hearing, and the conduction of sound. 1 hey spend a great 
deal of time describing to their deal clients and pupils all the 
things that they are missing, like music, and poetry, and bird­
song. 1 never heard so much tall, about siring quartets, sonnets, 
and the uplifting murmurings of nature as I did at the schools lor 
the deaf! Everybody seems obsessed with sound. They  know 
nothing at all about silence, and have never stopped to wonder 
how competent and intelligent people might go about coping 
with it.

Although the deaf live in a world without sound, it is the 
same world we all inhabit. To  the problems of living in the en­
vironment they bring the full range of human resourcefulness, 
intelligence, and ingenuity. They have created for themselves a 
language that is not only comparable to all the world’s great lan­
guages, but is perfectly adapted to their lives and needs. They 
have created for themselves as well a strong sense of identity, an 
authentic social community, and many cultural traditions. I hey 
do not speculate long about the nature of sound, or the me­
chanics of normal hearing. No living creature organizes its be­
havior around something it doesn’t have. T he  deaf perceive the 
world through skilled and practiced eyes; language is at their lin-
gerttps. -  viT;--

When I wanted to learn about silence and sign language, 1
11 1 1 r
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D a t e  r e f e r r e d : 3 / 2 / 8 8 FURTHER REFERRALS: H E S S

T he S t a t e  A f f a i r s

DATE: ' J - I Z

C o m m itte e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  SB 4 2 0

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c u r r ic u lu m  r e q u i r e d  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s . "

RECOMMENDS:

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  ______________________________

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t(s )

Ĉ X̂ f d o  p a s s  

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t io n

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s

[ ] a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

[ ] t h e  sam e t i t l e

[ ] a  new  t i t l e

C o m m itte e

ADOPTS: [ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL N O T E ( s ) : 

[ ] f i s c a l  im p a c t

z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t eI
[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

[ ] sam e a s  p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e

p u b l i s h e d  _________________________

[ X ]  sa m e a s  p r e v i o u s  z e r o  f i s c a l  

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  ~2 ^  Z . 3  

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



P. 0 . Box 635 
V aldez, Alaska 99686 
(907) 835-4446

April 26, 1988

TO: House HESS Committee 
House RULES Commit!

FROM; Jeanne Rasmussen

RE; SB 420 -  SIGN LANGUAGE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

I  support SB420, however, I  would l ik e  to  se e  S.E.E.  (SIGNING EXACT 
ENGLISH) or S.E.  (SIGNING ENGLISH) included  as s ig n  language for  
which c r e d it  w i l l  be g iv en ,

I f e e l  very s tro n g ly  about t h is  because S.E.E.  i s  a more advanced 
language, and has the same syntax as spoken E n g lish . A.S.L.  d ea ls  
in  concepts o n ly , w ith  no thought o f sen ten ce s tr u c tu r e . ASL i s  
lik en ed  to  th e Indian p ic tu r e  language and i s  r e a l ly  not tr a n s la ta b le .

I am a parent o f a g i r l  who went deaf a t age n in e . We were recommended 
by the s t a f f  a t the U n iv ers ity  o f Washington H osp ita l as w ell: as Alaska 
agen ts o f the deaf to  keep h e r . i n  S.E.E,  because i t  i s  signed  the same 
as the spoken word. I t  has helped her in  her sch o o lin g  a t the primary 
and secondary l e v e l ,  and w i l l  be most va lu a b le  fo r  h igher education .
I f  s tu d en ts  don' t  lea rn  co rr ec t grammer, i t  i s  most d i f f i c u l t  fo r  them 
to  w r ite  and speak i t .

There are  many deaf peop le who p refer  S.E.E.  So,  I  would ask your 
support in  having c r e d it  g iven  fo r  S.E.E.  c la s s e s  as w e ll as A.S.L.  
.(AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE) .




