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CITY OF SEWARD

April 14, 1988

The Honorgble Nilo E. p e Co-chairman
Health ucation and Social Services Committee
House of Representatives

Juneau Alaska 99811

Dear Sir:
would Ji to express my opinion on Senate Bill No. 37, regarding the
hngerprn ting o? Rm y P J J
Because of the increase over past years of ¢ri commiéted by minor
ersons It 1S necessary. to ¢ ange oyr attitu es towar our zoun&er
%pi It Is. a hard h0|ce ne “at mus e ma e to
ublic. Thhs bill  would ﬂ change %t at !) urrenty
P enlng to the young person who has mere rush  with “law
enforcemeént,.
Howeve erson who has committe rous ¢ |me would bhe
cheﬁ< o‘ for o¥ﬁ gseFr) ous cr|mes and ﬂs rg 0 ?d tHe _ estro e(?
had fg m|te { cr|mes hat a en fmger r|nts een
f(ﬂmd, he cou be |dent|| |s o}u protect , na
a |nse 1 | 0 Hust ce sys em ere \%
ThiS 1S tool that

g ?otreccetmne%t needgudbe Cper%ltel ne mor

e that you djrect your attention to this bill and assist in seein
h t S e¥1acteo|. ) J

Sincerely,

Lovlis A( Bencardino
tyiief o PIO

lic
-Seward Police eDepartment

LAB/dra



(7) HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
Date referred: 1/29/88 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary
Finance
DATE: 4 ~7 -83
Health, Education and
The Social Services Committee has considered CSSB 37(RIs)
"An Act relating to fingerprinting of minors."
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[ ] attached amendment(s)

t ] a title
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A 1 no recommendation
] 1individual recommendations
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Alaska State Legislature

Senator Paul A. Fischer While in Juneau
Senate District D _ Pouch V
Box 784 Juneau, Alaska 99811
Soldotna, Alaska 99639 (907) 465-3791
(907) 262-9420 W
262-9269 H Sfate Senate
MEMORANDUM FE3 1 i 19(3
TO: Representatives Niilo Koponen and

Johnny Ellis, Co-Chairmen
House Health, Education and Social
Services Committee

FROM: Senator Paul Fischer

SUBJECT: Senate Bill 37
(fingerprinting of minors)

DATE: February 10, 1988

I would appreciate your scheduling the above referenced bill
before the House Health, Education and Social Services
Committee at your earliest possible convenience.

This legislation prohibits fingerprinting a minor 1in the
custody of health & social services or a law enforcement
a;»ncy without a court order upon good cause shown. Good
cause exists if the minor 1is in custody for a serious offense
against persons or property, or if identification is necessary
for the safety of the minor or of other persons. Reference

to Alaska Rules of Children®s Procedure 24 was deleted in

the version that passed the Senate since the Alaska Supreme
Court, during the interim, modified Procedure 24 and deleted
reference to fingerprinting of minors. Additionally, the
Senate deleted language that required fingerprints of a minor
to be purged from the Alaska automated fingerprint identification
system. This suggested deletion was a position taken by the
Alaska Chiefs of Police Association, the Alaska Peace Officers
Association and the FBI National Academy Associates. | have
attached a copy of their position statement for your files.

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 37 (Rules) passed the
Senate on January 27, by a vote of 15 Yeas - 1 Nay.

PAF/sgn

Attachment



"Position Statement -

ALASKA CHIEFS OF POLICE ASSOCIATION

ALASKA PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

FBI NATIONAL ACADEMY ASSOCIATES

Concerning Legislative Proposals

before the

Fifteenth Alaska Legislature

January 1988



SB 37 (Fisher) relating Co fingerprinting of minors

We support the fingerprinting and photographing of minors who have been
arrested, for sev<"al reasons. Fingerprints of a minor found at the scene of
a crime cannot D& identified by the state 3 computer because minors cannot now
be fingerprinted without a court order. Thus their fingerprints are not in
the computer, even if they have been previously arrested. Since more than
half of those persons arrested for certain crimes are minors, investigating
officers have leas than a 50 percent chance of identifying the fingerprints
left at scenes of certain crimes. In effect, this means that minors breaking
the law will not be arrested on the basis of fingerprint identification until
they become adults, and then only after at least one previousarrest.

SE 37 permits the fingerprinting of minors 14 years cf age or older who
have been: (1) arrested for an offense that would be a felony if committed by
an adult, or (2) minors institutionalized after adjudication for delinquency.
Such  fingerprints may be checked through the automated fingerprint
identification system once, and then be destroyed. Fingerprints of minors 16
or 17 years of age may be entered into the automated system, but must be
destroyed when the minor becomes 18 years old.

We are sensitive to the fact that some minors in trouble with the law may
be successfully rehabilitated, but it is equally true that some minors commit
extremely serious crimes, such as homicide. Being able to match fingerprints
of a minor from a crime scene to fingerprints from a previous arrest would be
a major step toward identification of the guilty and the better protection of
the .public. In__addition,. ainorf_on_ the-Street- occasionally- become- homicide-
victims themselves. If the minor had been previously Tfingerprinted, the body

could positively Identified. Absent other information, suchpositive

identification is sometimes not possible now.
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Revision Date:

FISCAL NOTE

S
publish date: 5/4
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bill version. ¢ s?

Agency Affected:

Title: "An Act relating toBRU. Office of Public Advocacy

fingerprinting of minors; ...

Sponsor: Fischer

Requestor:Senat Judiciary
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POSITION PAPER
SB 37

This bill would allow the fingerprinting of minors aged
14 and older without a court order. The procedure 1is allowed
only where the minor has been arrested for a felonv or upon
institutionalization after adjudication for delinquency.

New fingerprint technology currently available in
Alaska allows a computerized review of thousands of fingerprints
for comparison to crime scene latents. This technology could
greatly enhance the efficiency of law enforcement authorities in
identifying perpetrators, particularly for property crimes where
no witnesses are available. The majority of burglaries are
committed by juveniles and thus the fingerprinting of such
persons could allow authorities to efficiently apprehend suspects
and resolve a greater number of cases.

The Office of Public Advocacy and Alaska Public
Defender Agency support this legislation because it will enhance
the ability of law enforcement agenciesto arrest perpetrators
and provide the criminal justice systemwith strong, and often
conclusive, evidence in the adjudication process.
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CITY OF HOMER

POLICE DEPARTMENT

4060 H-ATH STREET HOMER, AK,, 99603-7609

S

Ci

February 8, 1988

Representative Mike Navarre
Ak State Legislature

PO Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Re: Senate Bill 37
Fingerprinting of Minors

Dear Rep. Navarre;

(907)235-8113

The proposed bill appears appropriate and, if adopted,

should enhance our law enforcement operations. I do

see a

pccential problem with inability to fingerprint minors
arrested and held on adult status offenses, as the prints
are necessary Tfor positive 1identification in the event the
conviction record is used in subsequent sentencings (such as

DWI®"s, Fish and Game, and Parks offenses).

I would propose S.B. 37 be amended to included a

provision, 47.10.097(b)(3) to read:

new

(3) When the minor 1is arrested or held on an adult status

offense pursuant to A.S. 47.10.010(b).

Without fingerprints, the State would be unable to bring in

the prior conviction if the defendant <challenged
identity issue successfully.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Daugherty /
Director of Public Safety

MLD/db

the





