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Senator Paul A. Fischer 

Senate District D  

Box 784

Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

(907) 262-9420 W  
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S t a t e  S e n a t e

While in Juneau

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3791

March 1 6 ; 1987

To: Representative Niilo Koponen, Co-Chair
Representative Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair 
House Health Education & Social Services Committee

From: Senator Paul Fischer

Subject: SB 33; VIOLATIONS OF TRUANCY LAWS

SB 33 would rewrite the provision of current law that releases 
liability for truancy at the end of the school year. Currently, 
enforcement of this law is usually delayed until then and the case 
is automatically dropped.

The purpose of our truancy law is to insure that children under 
the age of 16 are getting an education. This is not the case as 
the law is currently written.

Last session, a similar bill (SB 226) passed the Senate and 
almost made it through the House. The opinions and lessons of that 
bill's history are incorporated in SB 33.

Your favorable consideration is appreciated.
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^  k e n A i  p e n i n s u l a  b o r o u g h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

148 North Binkley Street • Soldotna, AK9966S » Phone 907/262-5846

#

D e c e m b e r  4, 1986

cc: Paul Fischer
INDIVIDUAL LETTERS WERE SENT TO 

Senator P a u l  F i s c h e r  ALL MEMBERS OF THE STATE SENATE.
P.O. Box 7 8 4

"Uoldotna, A l a a k a  99669

RE; AS 1 4 . 3 0 , 0 2 0 - 0 3 0  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Fisch e r s

Kauai F e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l s  maintain a firm, fair and c o m p a s s i o n a t e  

d i s c i p l i n a r y  s y s t e m  f o r ^ d e a l i n g  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  students a n d  t h e i r  parents 

b ring to ue. It e n j o y s  the s u p p or t  of parent a d v i s o r y  gro u ps  an d  l o c a l  police 

dep ar t m e n t s .  It w o r k s  b e c a u s e  w e  keep the s t u d e n t’s b e h a v i o r  the f oc u s  of 

a t t e n t i o n  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  that students often l e a r n  more f r o m  t h e i r  mista k e s  

than a n y t h i n g  else.

One p r o b l e m  w i t h  a f e w  s t u d e n t s  eac h  y e a r  is b a s e d  not it; s t u d e n t  b e h a v i o r  but 

w i t h  t h e i r  p a re n t s .  C h r o n i c  truancy has i n c r e a s e d  in the pas t  s e v e r a l  years 

and we d e v e l o p e d  p r o c e d u r e s  to advise bot h  s t u d e n t  and p a r e n t  a b o u t  the 

s t u d e n t’s r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e  in school. We J u s t  c a n’t teach t h e m  m u c h  when 

students a r e  not in school.

Each y e a r  a  f e w  s t u d e n t s  an d  t he i r  parents do n o t  respond to a d m o n i s h m e n t s  to 

come to s c h o o l  o n  a r e g u l a r  basis. In that e v e n t ,  I send a s e r i e s  of w r i t t e n  

a n n o u n c e m e n t s  and, if t here is no imp r o v e m e n t T a s k  the s c h o o l  b o a r d  for 

p e r m i s s i o n  to r e f e r  the p a r e n t  to the d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y’s office. Under 

procedures w o r k e d  out w i t h  that office, every e f f o r t  is m a d e  to i n f o r m  the 

pare n t s  of t h e i r  l e g al  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the s t u d e n t  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  to court.

Ou r  d i f f i c u l t y  is w i t h  the w o r d i n g  of Che A C  14.30.020 w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  the 

following s t a t e m e n t .

" I n  a n y  event, at the expiration of t h e  school year, the 

p e r s o n  s h a l l  b e  r e l e a s e d  and d i s c h a r g e d  f r o m  all p e n a l t i e s  

p r o v i d e d  b y  t his s e c t i o n ."

This s t a t e m e n t  fo r c e s u s  to b r i n g  truancy cases t o  the d i s t r i c t  attorney, prior 

to D e c e m b e r  15 e a c h  y e a r  or forget about them. A t t o r n ey ' s  c a n  (and have) 

d e l a y e d  t h e s e  c a s e s  b e y o n d  " t h e  e x piration of t h e  school year", r e n d e r i n g  them 

moot. T h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ' s  Office is u n w i l l i n g  to waste-.their time on 

caaes they h a v e  n o  c h a n c e  of winning. And the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  is for c ed  to 

b e g i n  a g a i n  n e x t  a c h o o l  y e a r  as if the truancy h a d  n ever occurred.

_  CORRESPONDENCE 1 2
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O u r  r e c o t n m c n o a c i o n  I S  CO  d e l e t e  C l i e  t e l l  . O I I U C  a O w v c  t v o i u  t l i e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e .
N o  o t h e r  c h a n g e  is n e c e s s a r y  and the revis e d  s t a t u t e  w o u l d  p er m i t  s c h o o l s  to 

deal with t r u a n c y  w i t h o u t  c l o g g i ng  up i .e court s y s t e m .  T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

w a s  p r e s e n t e d  in the last l e g i s l a t i v e  session and a l m o s t  m a d e  it i n t o  law, 1 

r e q u e s t  y o u r  supp or t  w h e n  it cones b e f o r e  y o u  in c o m m i t t e e  or o n  the f l o o r  

this year.

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me if y o u  h a v e  any questions.

C o rdially,

Dr. Dennis D a g g e t t  

A s s o c i a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Services. +
cc; Execu tive  Ecerotc iry , A lee lt* ASA
e n d
DD/set
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W

CRIMINAL DIVISION/THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

February 8, 1985

Dr. Dennis Daggett 
Associate Superintendent 
Instructional Services 
Box 1200
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

Re: Tbny Hansen
Johnny Colwell

REPLY TO:

□ 103I WEST 4th AVENUE. SUITE 520 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 
PHONE (907) 277-0022

□ P.O. BOX 3070 
DILLINGHAM. ALASKA 99576 
PHONE: (907) 842-2482

[X 145 MAIN STREET LOOP. ROOM 201 
KENAI. ALASKA 99611 
PHONE: (907) 283-3131

□ 326 CENTER AVE, SUITE 205 
KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 
PHONE: (907) 486-5744

□ 809 S. CHUGACH ST.
PALMER, ALASKA 99645 
PHONE: (907) 745-5027

□ P.O. BOX 671 
VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686 
PHONE: (907) 835- 2462

BILL SHEFFIELD>, GOVERNOR

Dear Dr. Daggett,

On May 24, 1984, we received your letter regarding the above students 
and a complaint alleging failure to educate a child was filed June 26,
1984. Because of difficulty in serving a suimons, Mrs. Hanson was not 
arraigned until November 28, 1984. Her trial was set for February 11,
1985.

The public defender has indicated they would seek to have the case 
dismissed because of the wording of the statute which seems to relieve 
the parent of responsibility at the end of each school year. I have 
dismissed the case because I do not believe we could convince the 
court of any other interpretation of that statute.

Hopefully, we can begin these cases earlier in the school year so that 
we could get to trial (or whatever disposition is appropriate) before 
the statute creates a problem. Perhaps the statute should be changed.

If you have any questions, please call.

Very truly yours,

Shannon D. Turner 
Assistant District Attorney

SDT:11
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January 19, 1987

Representative B i l l  Hudson 
P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Hudson:
Thank you fo r  the opportunity to comment on proposed SB33, re lating to the 
Violation o f Compulsory Education Laws.
The deletion o f the language in AS 14.30.020 as fo l lows: [In any event, at 
the expiration o f  the school year, the person shall be released and dis­
charged from a l l  penalties provided by this section! is appropriate in my 
opinion. The City and Borough o f  Juneau School D is t r ic t  has found that 
most student attendance related d i f f i c u l t i e s  do not come about suddenly, 
but rather develop from a general habit of not attending school on a 
regular basis beginning during the elementary school years. School 
attendance habits do not s ta r t  or end with the school year calendar. 
Therefore, as Superintendent of the Juneau Schools, I would support the 
revision.
The issue o f  whether a high school or middle school student should be 
"charged" related to non-attendance rather than jus t  charging the parents 
has also been discussed by our Board o f Education. On many occasions, 
parents have informed the school that they no longer e f fec t ive ly  control 
the-ir child and to f ine or imprison the parent wi l l  in no way improve 
school attendance of the i r  youngster. Your thoughts on this issue would be 
welcomed.
Best wishes f o r  a productive 15th Legislative Session.

Respectful\lv yours,

Superintendent
cc: Board o f Education

Senator Duncan 
Representative Ulmer

BJ/sj



Original sponsor: Fischer

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 33 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the violation of compulsory

education laws."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.30.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) Every child between seven and 16 years of age shall attend 

school at the public school in the district in which the child resides 

during each school term. Every parent, guardian or other person 

having the responsibility for or control of a child between seven and 

16 years of age shall maintain the child in attendance at a public 

school in the district in which the child resides during the entire 

school term, except as provided in (b) of this section [INSURE THAT 

THE CHILD IS NOT ABSENT FROM ATTENDANCE].

* Sec. 2. AS 14.30.020 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 14.30.U20. VIOLATIONS. A  person who knowingly fails to 

comply with AS 14.30.010 is guilty of a violation. Each five days of 

unlawful absence under AS 14.30.010 is a separate violation.

* Sec. 3. AS 14.30.050 is repealed.
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