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Alaska State Legislature

Senator Paul A. Fischer While in Juneau

Senate District D Sl e Pouch V
Box 784 Juneau, Alaska 99811
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 A I, (907) 465-3791
(907) 262-9420 W
262-9269 H State Senate

March 16; 1987

To: Representative Niilo Koponen, Co-Chair
Representative Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair
House Health Education & Social Services Committee

From: Senator Paul Fischer

Subject: SB 33; VIOLATIONS OF TRUANCY LAWS

SB 33 would rewrite the provision of current law that releases
liability for truancy at the end of the school year. Currently,
enforcement of this law is usually delayed until then and the case
is automatically dropped.

The purpose of our truancy law is to insure that children under
the age of 16 are getting an education. This 1is not the case as
the law is currently written.

Last session, a similar bill (SB 226) passed the Senate and
almost made it through the House. The opinions and lessons of that
bill*s history are incorporated in SB 33.

Your favorable consideration 1is appreciated.
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n k en A i peninsul.a b o r o u g h s chool district

W 148 North Binkley Street . Soldotna, AK9966S » Phone 907/262-5846

December 4, 1986

cc. Paul Fischer

Senator Paul Fischer )&N.Pl}()a%RSLm %%@

P.0. Box 784
“"Uoldotna, Alaaka 99669

RE; AS 14.30,020-030
Dear Senator Fischers

Kauai Feninsula Borough Schools maintain a firm, fair and compassionate
disciplinary system for~dealing with the problems students and their parents
bring to ue. It enjoys the support of parent advisory groups and local police
departments. It works because we keep the student ™ behavior the focus of
attention and recognize that students often learn more from their mistakes
than anything else.

;ﬁt One problem with a few students each year is based not it; student behavior but
with their parents. Chronic truancy has increased in the past several years
and we developed procedures to advise both student and parent about the
student > regular attendance 1in school. We Just can™ teach them much when
students are not in school.

Each year a few students and their parents do not respond to admonishments to

come to school on a regular basis. In that event, | send a series of written
announcements and, if there 1is no 1improvementT ask the school board for
permission to refer the parent to the district attorney ™ office. Under

procedures worked out with that office, every effort is made to inform the
parents of their legal responsibility for the student without going to court.

Our difficulty 1is with the wording of Che AC 14.30.020 which 1includes the
following statement.

"In any event, at the expiration of the school year, the
person shall be released and discharged from all penalties

provided by this section."”

This statement forces us to bring truancy cases to the district attorney, prior

to December 15 each year or forget about them. Attorney®s can (and have)
delayed these cases beyond "the expiration of the school year", rendering them
moot. The District Attorney"s Office 1is unwilling to waste-.their time on
caaes they have no chance of winning. And the school district is forced to

begin again next achool year as if the truancy had never occurred.

CORRESPONDENCE 19
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Our recotnmcnoacion IS CO delete Clie tell .0IlUC aOwvc tvoiu tlie current statute.
No other change 1is necessary and the revised statute would permit schools to
deal with truancy without clogging up 1 .e court system. This recommendation
was presented in the last legislative session and almost made it into law, 1

request your support when it cones before you in committee or on the floor
this year.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Cordially,

Dr. Dennis Daggett
Associate Superintendent
Instructional Services

cc; Executive Eceroltciry, Aleelt* ASA
end
DD/set
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BILL SHEFFIELD>GOVERNOR

REPLY TO:

[] 1031 WEST 4th AVENUE. SUITE 520
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501
PHONE (907) 277-0022

DEPARTMENT OF LAW Sl P, BOX 3070
DILLINGHAM. ALASKA 99576
CRIMINAL DIVISION/THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT PHONE: (307) 842-2482
[X 145 MAIN STREET LOOP. ROOM 201
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY KENAIL ALASKA 99611

PHONE: (907) 283-3131

[] 326 CENTER AVE, SUITE 205
KODIAK. ALASKA 99615
PHONE: (907) 486-5744

February 8, 1985 [ 809 S. CHUGACH ST.
PALMER, ALASKA 99645

PHONE: (907) 745-5027

[ p.O. BOX 671
VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686

Dr. Dennis Daggett PHONE: (907) 835- 2462
Associate Superintendent

Instructional Services

Box 1200

Soldotna, Alaska 99669

Re: Tbny Hansen
Johnny Colwell

Dear Dr. Daggett,

On May 24, 1984, we received your letter regarding the above students
and a complaint alleging failure to educate a child was filed June 26,
1984. Because of difficulty in serving a suimons, Mrs. Hanson was not
arraigned until November 28, 1984. Her trial was set for February 11,
1985.

The public defender has indicated they would seek to have the case
dismissed because of the wording of the statute which seems to relieve
the parent of responsibility at the end of each school year. 1 have
dismissed the case because 1 do not believe we could convince the
court of any other interpretation of that statute.

Hopefully, we can begin these cases earlier in the school year so that

we could get to trial (or whatever disposition is appropriate) before
the statute creates a problem. Perhaps the statute should be changed.

If you have any questions, please call.

Very truly yours,

Shannon D. Turner
Assistant District Attorney

SDT:11

03 C29LH - Li%\ (p-i\m(y\



10014 Crazy Horse Dr, Juneau, AK 99801 « (907) 586-2303

January 19, 1987

Eed)regent\?trve Bill Hudson

|
tle Copty o0

Dear Representative Hudson:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on proposed SB33, relating to the
lolation o(t Compulsor 8 H élat}on ?_ Prop !

The deleti he | AS 14.30.020 as fallows any event, at
thg eee IarotrrlohJ te an rn %h erson sh a\ relleasedyang drts

i Eah L
ost st dent at d nce rela Icultigs do not me about sudde y
ut rat r deve rom ener bit of not atte schogl on a
r(tj {

oo
ye r? ca en8
d support the

Q”h t star% oreeﬁgemet taéh sc(i

unéau SCnoois

L
here ore, as uperrntendent of the
revision,

Thﬁ |ssue of Whether a hrgh school or mrddle school st%dent shrwld

9 related to non-attendance rat %r than hus %m% arents

has also. heen. 1rscus(sJ| H ah ducatio Pra cFasr ns,

&arents hFr e inform the school that they no Ionr”er effective }4] control
Ir child an % or 1mprison the. parent in_no Way. Improve

\?vcel &g}rlneatten ance of thelr youngster. Your t oughts on thrs issue would be

Best wishes for a productive 15th Legislative Session.
Respectfulllv yours,

Superintendent

enator Duncan

cC: goard of Education
epresentative Ulmer

BJ/s]



Original sponsor: Fischer

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 33 (HESS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the violation of compulsory
education laws."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 14.30.010(a) 1is amended to read:

(@) Every child between seven and 16 years of age shall attend
school at the public school in the district in which the child resides
during each school term. Every parent, guardian or other person
having the responsibility for or control of a child between seven and
16 years of age shall maintain the child in attendance at a public
school in the district in which the child resides during the entire
school term, except as provided in (b) of this section [INSURE THAT
THE CHILD 1S NOT ABSENT FROM ATTENDANCE].

* Sec. 2. AS 14.30.020 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 14.30.U20. VIOLATIONS. A person who knowingly fails to
comply with AS 14.30.010 is guilty of a violation. Each five days of
unlawful absence under AS 14.30.010 is a separate violation.

* Sec. 3. AS 14.30.050 is repealed.
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COMMITTEE:

House HESS Committee

DATE: /1067

SIGN-IN

Subject of meeting:

CDUB-1 CuinjulitlaLi<m—of Sohool Districts

HB 33 - Inoperative Schools

HB 12 - Limiting Credited Service Under
TRS

CSSB - 33 Violation of Compulsory Educatio



COMMITTEE:

House HESS Committee

DATE.  3/24/67

o GIGN-IN

NAVE ADDRESS

Subject of meeting:

IIB 33 - Inoperative Schools

CSSB 33 Compulsory Education Laws
HB 76 - Minimum Age

HB 96 - Kindergarten Programs

PHONE  REPRESENTING 297
797-7f





