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January 11, 1988

The Honorable Jan Faiks
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Faiks:

Under the authority of art. IIll, sec. 18, of the Alaska Con-
stitution, | am transmitting a b ill that would delete the
statutory definition of "respite care" found in AS 47.10.-
230(d). Currently, respite care, for which the state w ill
pay, is defined in a very I|lim iting manner. Respite care s
defined as <child care not to exceed 12 hours in any one
30-day period. It also means child care for a period not to

exceed seven days in a year for the purpose of providing
emergency protection for the child when the foster parent is
away from the home because of an emergency and no other care
is available for the child or when the foster parent is on
vacation and the child, because of age or infirm ity, cannot
be placed in any other type of temporary care facility.

The very Ilimited amount of respite care that can be paid for
by the Department of Health and Social Services prevents the
department from placing severely emotionally disturbed or
physically disabled children in foster care settings. O ften
the foster parents w ill not be able to provide continuous
care without some respite from their responsibilities. When
treatment planning reasonably includes more than the stat-
utorily Ilimited amount of respite care the child may need to
be placed in a residential care institution when it is in
the best interest of the child to use foster parents rather
than an institution for his or her care.

The deletion of the restriction on the amount of respite

care w ill not present an increase in the amount of money
needed for foster care and may result in a saving when res-
idential care can be avoided. Respite care is a key compo-

nent for specialized foster care and may be claimed wunder
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act. Using specialized
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foster care rather than residential care and implementing

other policy and regulatory improvement w ill mean that an
expanded use of respite car~can be attained without addi-

tional cost.

e Cowper
overnor
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
An Act relating to respite care in foster homes.

At this trnge the drvrﬂon cannot estimate a cost increase or a savings as
a result of removing the respite restrrctrons in AS 47.10. %3 0(d).

mount of es&rrte care Incre seﬁ ﬁ cost of purc z?srn\g that cae rries
owever, the division believes . that this mcrease will eventually e offset
by containing the cost of institutional care.

dditiona social services requlations will aIIow the department to
claim, unde/r ? V-E (r %ocral ggcurlrty 50 er%nt orf] the
Eecralrze and respite cost rom P edera 9overnmen|[ division
EtrmateB th?t H ﬁrcent of the chi ren recev % out-of-home care will

¢l 0CC ecauyse iy monreasne t { é I){]Omessegnangth%nryrggshrrggreggﬁ%
?rrr]ehri[:]er[){e T exceeH tﬂ ? eral resource limitation anr? ﬁence be

the a}varlabrlrtg of res ite ca[e mcreases more fo slter home care should
e availaple, resdaltin the pacement 0 ewer ch dren In more costy
d r strictive settrn Many” of the emotronar{ ﬁ) srca
chrldren In st te custody woulcl need Institutio aI lac ment |
sg crarze oste fare ere not . available. Increas qg amount oJ
resp |te care Wil allow the division to keep more children “in  license
specra ized foster care homes.

Prevrriuslg/ noted, the mcrease? cost rgsultrn rrom the demand for
additional res |te care m?y Initially excee zTrn s from more ex ensrvg
mang OJ resprte care will, “however, be mdnitore

PFace ents. e
prough a processo ivision approval and through division regula-

rlor
tions” pertaining to thg purchase of fogtper care.
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Original sponsor. Rules/Governor
THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE SENATE %CIAL SER é-lES %MMI

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 325 (HESS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to respite care in foster homes."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 47.10.230(d) is amended to read:

(d) In addition to funds paid for the maintenance of foste

children under (b) of this section, the department
(1) shall pay the costs of caring for physically or mental-
ly handicappedfosterchildren, including the additional costs of
medical care, habilitative and rehabilitative treatment, services and
equipment, special clothing, and the indirect costs of medical care,
including child care and [, ] transportation expensesj [, ] and
(2) may pay for respitecare; in [ IN] this paragraph
[SUBSECTION] "respite care" means child care for the purpose of pro-
viding
(A) temporary relief from the stresses of caring for a
foster child who has a physical or mental disability or a physi-
cal or mental impairment; in this subparagraph
(1) "physicalor mental  disability" has the
meaning given in AS 18.80.300(12)(A), (B), and (D)and
(i1) "physical or mental  impairment" has the
meaning given in AS 18.80.300; and
(B) [NOT TO EXCEED 12 HOURS IN ANY 30-DAY PERIOD; IT
ALSO MEANS CHILD CARE FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED SEVEN DAYS IN A
YEAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING EMERGENCY] protection for the

child when the foster parent is
-1- HCS CSSB 325(HESS)
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(1) away from the home because
and [NO] other care is not available for the

THE FOSTER PARENT 1S]

(if) on vacation and the <child, because

infirm ity, cannot be placed in any other type

care facility.

HCS CSSB 325(HESS) -2-

WORK DRAFT

emergency

childj_ or [WHEN

of age or

temporary





