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J a n u a ry  1 1 , 1988

T h e  H o n o r a b le  J a n  F a i k s  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a i k s :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 8 ,  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n ­
s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  t h a t  w o u ld  d e l e t e  t h e  
s t a t u t o r y  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " r e s p i t e  c a r e "  f o u n d  i n  A S  4 7 . 1 0 . -  
2 3 0 ( d ) .  C u r r e n t l y ,  r e s p i t e  c a r e ,  f o r  w h ic h  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  
p a y ,  i s  d e f i n e d  i n  a  v e r y  l i m i t i n g  m a n n e r .  R e s p i t e  c a r e  i s  
d e f i n e d  a s  c h i l d  c a r e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  12 h o u r s  i n  a n y  o n e  
3 0 - d a y  p e r i o d .  I t  a l s o  m e a n s  c h i l d  c a r e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  n o t  t o  
e x c e e d  s e v e n  d a y s  i n  a  y e a r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
e m e r g e n c y  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  w h e n  t h e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t  i s  
a w a y  f r o m  t h e  hom e b e c a u s e  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y  a n d  n o  o t h e r  c a r e  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  o r  w h e n  t h e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t  i s  on  
v a c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c h i l d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a g e  o r  i n f i r m i t y ,  c a n n o t  
b e  p l a c e d  i n  a n y  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  t e m p o r a r y  c a r e  f a c i l i t y .

T h e  v e r y  l i m i t e d  a m o u n t o f  r e s p i t e  c a r e  t h a t  c a n  b e  p a id  f o r  
b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  p r e v e n t s  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  f r o m  p l a c i n g  s e v e r e l y  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  o r  
p h y s i c a l l y  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  f o s t e r  c a r e  s e t t i n g s .  O f t e n  
t h e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u o u s  
c a r e  w i t h o u t  som e r e s p i t e  f r o m  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  W hen 
t r e a t m e n t  p l a n n i n g  r e a s o n a b l y  i n c l u d e s  m o re  t h a n  t h e  s t a t ­
u t o r i l y  l i m i t e d  a m o u n t o f  r e s p i t e  c a r e  t h e  c h i l d  m ay n e e d  t o  
b e  p l a c e d  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h e n  i t  i s  i n  
t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c h i l d  t o  u s e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  h i s  o r  h e r  c a r e .

T h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o n  t h e  a m o u n t o f  r e s p i t e  
c a r e  w i l l  n o t  p r e s e n t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  a m o u n t o f  m o n e y 
n e e d e d  f o r  f o s t e r  c a r e  a n d  m ay r e s u l t  i n  a  s a v i n g  w h e n  r e s ­
i d e n t i a l  c a r e  c a n  b e  a v o i d e d .  R e s p i t e  c a r e  i s  a  k e y  co m p o ­
n e n t  f o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  f o s t e r  c a r e  a n d  m ay b e  c la im e d  u n d e r  
T i t l e  I V - E  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  A c t .  U s i n g  s p e c i a l i z e d



T h e  H o n o r a b le  J a n  F a i k s P a g e

f o s t e r  c a r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  a n d  im p le m e n t in g  
o t h e r  p o l i c y  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  im p r o v e m e n t  w i l l  m ean  t h a t  a n  
e x p a n d e d  u s e  o f  r e s p i t e  c a r ^ c a n  b e  a t t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  c o s t .

e C o w p e r 
o v e r n o r
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
An Act re lat ing to respite care in f o s t e r  homes.

At th is time, the division cannot estimate a cost increase or a savings as 
a resu l t  o f removing the respite res t r ic t ions  in AS 47 .10 .230 (d ) .  As the 
amount o f  respite care increases, the cost o f  purchasing that care r ises .  
However, the divis ion believes that th is increase w i l l  eventually be o f f s e t  
by containing the cost o f  ins t i tu t iona l  care.
Addit iona l ly , social services regulations w i l l  a l low the department to 
claim, under T i t le  IV-E o f  the Social Security Act, 50 percent o f  the 
specialized and respite cost from the federal government. The divis ion 
estimates that 50 percent o f the children receiving out-of-home care wi l l  
be e l ig ib le  f o r  T i t le  IV-E monies, p a r t i a l l y  o f f s e t t ing  any cost increases 
that may occur. Because o f  permanent fund monies and other resources, some 
children w i l l  exceed the federal resource l im i ta t ion  and hence be 
in e l ig ib le .
As the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  respite care increases, more f o s t e r  home care should 
be ava i lab le ,  result ing in the placement o f  fewer children in more cost ly 
and re s t r i c t i v e  sett ings. Many o f  the emotionally and physical ly handi­
capped children in state custody would need in s t i tu t iona l  placement i f  
specialized fo s te r  care were not ava i lab le .  Increasing the amount o f  
respite care w i l l  allow the d ivis ion to keep more children in licensed 
specia lized fo s te r  care homes.
As previously noted, the increased cost resu lt ing from the demand f o r  
additional respite care may i n i t i a l l y  exceed savings from more expensive 
placements. The demand f o r  respite care w i l l ,  however, be monitored 
through a process o f  p r io r  d iv is ion approval and through division regula­
tions pertaining to the purchase o f  f o s te r  care.

-  2  - 2 o f  2
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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE B IL L  NO. 325 (HESS)
IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

A B IL L
F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  r e s p i t e  c a r e  i n  f o s t e r  h om e s ."
BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 2 3 0 ( d )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :
( d )  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  fu n d s  p a id  f o r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  f o s t e r  

c h i l d r e n  u nd e r ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  th e  d ep a r tm en t
( 1 )  s h a l l  pay  th e  c o s t s  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  m e n t a l ­

l y  h and ic app ed  f o s t e r  c h i l d r e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  o f
m e d ic a l  c a r e ,  h a b i l i t a t i v e  and r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  t r e a tm e n t ,  s e r v i c e s  and 
equ ipm en t , s p e c i a l  c l o t h i n g ,  and t h e  i n d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  m e d ic a l  c a r e ,  
i n c lu d i n g  c h i l d  c a r e  and [ ,  ] t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  expen ses j_  [ ,  ] and

( 2 )  may pay  f o r  r e s p i t e  c a r e ; i n  [ .  IN ]  t h i s  p a r ag raph
[SUBSECTION] " r e s p i t e  c a r e "  means c h i l d  c a r e  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  p r o ­
v i d i n g

(A ) t em p o ra ry  r e l i e f  f r om  th e  s t r e s s e s  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  a 
f o s t e r  c h i l d  who has  a p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n ta l  d i s a b i l i t y  o r  a p h y s i ­
c a l  o r  m en ta l  im p a i rm e n t ;  i n  t h i s  s u b p a ra g ra p h

( i )  " p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n ta l  d i s a b i l i t y "  h as  th e
mean ing g iv e n  i n  AS 18 . 8 0 . 3 0 0  (1 2 )  (A ) , (B )  , and ( D ) a n d

( i i )  " p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n ta l  im p a i rm e n t "  h a s  th e
meaning g iv e n  in  AS 1 8 . 8 0 . 3 0 0 ;  and

(B ) [NOT TO EXCEED 12 HOURS IN  ANY 30-DAY PERIOD; IT  
ALSO MEANS CHILD CARE FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED SEVEN DAYS IN A 
YEAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING EMERGENCY] p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  th e  
c h i l d  when th e  f o s t e r  p a r e n t  i s

- 1 -  HCS CSSB 3 2 5 (HESS)
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( i ) a w a y  f r o m  t h e  home b e c a u s e  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y  

a n d  [N O ] o t h e r  c a r e  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  c h i l d j _  o r  [WHEN 

T H E F O S T E R  P A R E N T  I S ]

( i f )  o n  v a c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c h i l d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a g e  o r  

i n f i r m i t y ,  c a n n o t  b e  p l a c e d  i n  a n y  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  t e m p o r a r y  

c a r e  f a c i l i t y .
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