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<FIRST> <LAST>
<ADDRESS>
<CITY>

Dear <FIRST>,

T h a n k  y o u  for c ontacting us r e g a rdin g the m a r i juana  
r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  issue. House Bill 55 and t h e  Senate  
v e r s i o n  of that bill, CSSB 32 (HESS), a re p r e s e n t l y  in the 
House HESS Committee. W e  will be h e a r i n g  CSSB 32 (HESS) in 
the next few weeks.

During  that h e a ring our Committee will c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  
an adult' s right to possess less than four ounces of 
m a r i j u a n a  in the home is o utweighe d by the ills associate d 
with m a r i j u a n a  use. In 1975, the A l a s k a  S u preme Court 
in R a v i n  v. State ruled that there was n o  ad equate 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for State intrusion into citizens' right to 
p r i v a c y  by its p rohibition of p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  by an 
adult for personal consumption in the home, and thus found 
the p o s s e s s i o n  of a limited amount of m a r i j u a n a  b y  adults 
for p e r so nal hom e use to be c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  protected.

CSSB 32 (HESS) has a series of "findings" intended to 
p e r s u a d e  the court that there is new e v i dence of greater 
ills a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  marijuana t h a n  was a v a i l a b l e  to the 
court in 1975. This is the crux of the issue since p r i v a c y  
rights can be abridged to control use of d angerous  
substances such  as heroin. There are serious que stions as 
to: the v a l i d i t y  and substanti ation of the se findings; 
w h e t h e r  t h e y  allege serious effects on the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and 
not jus t u p o n  individuals as w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  b y  the court; 
and w h e t h e r  the n e w  evidence is in fact n e w  and persua s i v e 
enough for t h e  court to over turn its decision. As elect ed 
officials we hav e an obligation  to pas s laws t h a t  are 
constitutional. W e  plan an open, obje c t i v e  a n d  rigorous 
d i s c u s s i o n  of the findings.
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W h e n  the b i l l  came to t h e  C o m m i t t e e  it was accompanied 
b y  s u p p o r t i n g  i n f ormation that, b y  s p e cific request, 
o m i t t e d  all i nforma tion that m i g h t  cast d ou bts on the 
le g i s l a t i v e  findings. It a l s o  did not a d dress all of the 
findings. W e  are presently  g a t h e r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  
inform a t i o n  w h i c h  is ob jective and c o m p r e h e n s i v e  from the 
House R e s e a r c h  Agency. A  h e a r i n g  will  f o l l o w  r e ceipt  of 
this information.

W e  w i l l  also examine t h e  h e a l t h  e f fects of marijuana 
in the c o n t e x t  of other legal sub sta n c e s  i n c l u d i n g  alcohol 
and tobacco. W h i l e  the n e g a t i v e  e f fe cts of alcohol and 
t o b a c c o  a buse a r e  well known, well d o c u m e n t e d  and often 
severe, our s o c iety not only fails to d i s c o u r a g e  t h e i r  use, 
b u t  in fact e n c o u r a g e s  it t h r o u g h  e x p e n s i v e  and pervasive 
m e d i a  c a m p aigns w h i c h  a s s o c iate alcoh ol and t o b a c c o  with 
wealth, happiness, y o u t h  and sexual appeal. In regard to 
youth, the p e n a l t i e s  for the p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  are, 
in m o s t  cases, a l r e a d y  more s e r i o u s  than for alcohol. 
T o b a c c o  is f reely a vailable t o  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  v e nding 
machines. T he "message" is inconsistent. W e  m u s t  find 
m e a n i n g f u l  and t r u l y  eff ective w a y s  to d i s c o u r a g e  substance 
use.

In light of these concern s w e  also n e e d  to determine 
if t he p e n a l t i e s  p o s e d  in C S S B  32 (HESS) are appro p r i a t e  to 
t h e  crime. M o v i n g  from a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  basic 
right to i m p r i s o n m e n t  of up t o  n i n e t y  days m a y  be 
excessive, e s p e c i a l l y  given t h a t  this act w a s  a u t h o r e d  to 
be m o r e  symbol t h a n  substance. A n  even m o r e  b a s i c  
question, over w h i c h  there is i n t e l l i g e n t  debate, is 
w h e t h e r  i n c r e a s i n g  the p e n a l t i e s  w i l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e t e r  use 
in the first place. It is i m p o r t a n t  to n o t e  tha t currently 
the sale, i ntent to sell, delivery, p o s s e s s i o n  in public or 
in an automobile, or the p o s s e s s i o n  of four o unces or more 
of m a r i j u a n a  in t he home  is in all cases e i t h e r  a felony or 
a misdemeanor. Po ssession b y  a m i n o r  of a ny a m o u n t  is 
i l l e g a l .

The d e t e r r e n t  effect of this bill is f u rthe r brought 
into q u e s t i o n  w h e n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P ublic S a f e t y  states 
t h a t  the law, if passed, w o u l d  not be enforced. 
Understandably , t h e  State T r o o p e r s  n e e d  to d e v o t e  their 
r e s o urces to m o r e  serious c r i m e s  s u c h  as t h e  interdiction 
of h a r d  d r u g  trafficking. T h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  n o t  p r o s e c u t e  
m o s t  cases due to a b a cklog of m o r e  serious cases. Should 
t he L e g i s l a t u r e  b e  passing laws not i n t ended  for 
e n f o r c e m e n t  at t h e  outset? W o u l d  w e  be e n t e r i n g  into a 
s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  the law would b e  s e l e c t i v e l y  enforced, 
w h i c h  r ai ses serious  civil r i g h t s  questi o n s ?  W h a t  are the 
t r u e  fiscal impacts to the State? T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  
q u e s tions will b e  discussed in the hearing.
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T he m o s t  p e r s u a s i v e  cry for this l e g i s l a t i o n  comes from 
those w h o  w a n t  to do something about d r u g  ab use b y  y o u n g  
people. W e  share this concern and, as a committee, w e  need 
to d e t e r m i n e  if CSSB 32 (HESS) is an effective, a p p r o p r i a t e  
and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  means of inhibiti ng this d e s t r u c t i v e  
behavior. It w o u l d  be tragic if this c o n t r o v e r s i a l  bill 
w o u l d  d i s t r a c t  legislative and p ublic a t t e n t i o n  from 
e duca tional programs, counseling, crisis i n t e r v e n t i o n  and 
o t h e r  m e t h o d s  of p r e v e n t i o n  that have p r o v e n  r e cords of 
performance.

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  y o u r  views on this subject. 
T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  for contacting us.



o rd # FIRST LAST A0DRESS
1 D avid E l l i o t t 307 U. Hanor Ave
2 J a n ic e M onigold 2460 Oak D rive
3 Cory B e n ed ic t P.O . Box 294
4 Don C ra n d a ll 1634 Juneau  Dr, #A
5 Glenda S tra u b e 1318 N S t r e e t
6  S tev e Zone 828 W. Seventh  Ave
7 L isa F i t z p a t r i c k 843 W. 11th S t . ,  #309
8 Duke R u ss e ll 1447 V irg in a i Ct
9 C arol G a te s -J e n s e n 8541 G re e n h ill  Way

10 Rick S h i la n s k i Box 165
11 C arol Je n se n 8451 G re e n h ill  Way
12 P h i l ip Roe Box 811
13 Paul M itc h e ll 1820 B lu eg ra ss  C i r c le
14 Dana A rm strong 16605 D avis S t r e e t
15 J a c k ie R enton 447 E. 73rd
16 P a t r ic k Green 1100 W ils h ire ,  #2
17 E ly se G u tten b e rg P.O . Box 81622
18 Rex T a l le y 3201 W. 7 1 s t  Ave
19 S tev e B a r te e P.O . Box 230190
20 K eith Klemme 6630 E. Tenth
21 David M axell P .O . Box 81898
22 Hike S p e z ia le 2800 B rookridge  C ir
23 Tom Kane P .O . Box 520989
24 Mary B a n n is te r Box 90957
25 Sandra B e sse r 3031 E s te r  Dome Rd
26 Riki Rockwell 11230 P o la r  Dr
27 Tom Patm or P.O . Box 124
28 Ben Cockman P.O . Box 772414
29 J e f f K eener 3641 Sanovik  St
30 L loyd Y sten es 939 L ath ro p  S t ,  #3
31 E v e re tt H a rr iso n Box 73125
32 k e l ly B a r t l e t t P .O . Box 80423
33 Del T horngren 758 E s te r  Loop Road
34 Kevin Horn P.O . Box 60874
35 Ruth T a l le y 3201 West 7 1 s t  Ave
36 D e ird re H e l f f e r ic h 3412 C o lleg e  Rd
37 Bonnie Bond 1100 W ilsh ire ,  #2
38 T erry Norman P.O . Box 10166
39 Hark In g e ld in g e r 2800 B rookridge  C ir
40 Gary P ea rso n P.O . Box 3055
41 Alan A rm b ru ste r P.O . Box 58509
42 Byron H alterm an P.O . Box 162
43 L y n e tte C la rk 2521 Old S te e s e  Hwy. N.
44 Lee Loomis Box 3371

CITY

A nchorage, AK 99501 

A nchorage, AK 99501 

D illin g h am , AK 99576 

A nchorage, AK 99501 

A nchorage, AK 99501 

A nchorage, AK 99501 

A nchorage, AK 99501 

A nchorage, AK 99501 

A nchorage, AK 99502 

D illin g h am , AK 99576 

A nchorage, AK 99502 
D illin g h am , AK 99576 

A nchorage, AK 99502 

E ag le  R iv e r , AK 99577 

A nchorage, AK 99518 

A nchorage, AK 99503 
F a irb an k s , AK 99708 

A nchorage, AK 99503 

A nchorage, AK 99534 

A nchorage, AK 99504 
F a irb an k s , AK 99708 

A nchorage, AK 99504 
Big Lake, AK 99652 

A nchorage, AK 99509 

F a irb an k s , AK 99709 
A nchorage, AK 99516 

Clam G ulch , AK 99568 

E agle  R iv e r , AK 99577 

F a irb an k s , AK 99709 

F a irb an k s , AK 99701 

F a irb an k s , AK 99707 
F a irb an k s , AK 99708 

E s te r ,  AK 99705 

F a irb an k s , AK 99706 

A nchorage, AK 99502 

F a irb an k s , AK 99709 

A nchorage, AK 99503 
F a irb an k s , AK 99710 

A nchorage, AK 99504 
P alm er, AK 99645 

F a irb an k s , AK 99711 
'H o u sto n , AK 99694 
F a irb an k s , AK 99712 
Pa lm er, AK 99645
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45 M arily n S tow ell 830 F a irw e a th e r  Dr
46 C a th e r in e Bixby 1750 E v erg reen
47 R ick P arks Box 1003
48 Paul N ich o ls HC02 Box 7568
49 K evin Apgar Box 125
50 Hazel L i l i a 719 F i f th  S t .
51 R ick Yoder Box 1304
52 Tom Rapp P.O . Box 267
53 Mary Spess 2837 U endy 's Uay
54 S te v e Coleman P.O . Box 33712
55 Lee R ic k e t ts
56 P h y l l i s Balogh Box 22
57 V ic to r H ile s Box 1109
58 O e t r i c ia Hahn 10819 Spur Hwy, #104
59 Dayton B u tte r s Box 1223
60 Tim Moneypenny Box 3637
61 B arb ara R eynolds Box 1866
62 E s ta Clemons R t. 1 Box 94A
63 J e f f U e lls Box 1405
64 Sam K aser Box 451
65 Erv R avin Box 3219
66 R ich a rd Odgers Box 880
67 D i ana Raggy P.O. Box 230653
68 S h e ry l Ju d k in s SR 2131 -N
69 K elsey C e c il 3600 M inneso ta , #E
70 Jim C obis SR 9320
71 P e te r C urry 3343 U. 8 3 rd
72 f.cbecca C u s te r P.O. Box 870644
73 B a r r e t t F le tc h e r Box 575
74 L a u rie Knapp P.O. Box 1851
75 R ick K am inskis SRB 7460-A
76 Roger Kennedy 1535 F i r th  Rd
77 B rian K in caid Box 118
78 D o ris P fa lm er P.O . Box 55655
79 Donna R o e lfs P.O. Box 521287
80 C lau d ia H u tch inson SR 2131-V
81 Jo e Buckingham 2837 U endy 's Uay
82 Kim Elam P.O. Box 3195
83 L aurence U e iss Box 700873
84 G len U illia m s 4501 Reka D r, #19
85 Sal l i e D o d d -B u tte rs Box 1223
86 Jack P o l s t e r 1506 Ocean Dr
87 M ichael McKernan 1775 U illiw aw  Uay
88 Tom T ag g a rt Box 150
89 D avid V ernola HC 32 Box 3400
90 Paul R iggs 127 B ehrends, #2
91 R ich a rd O lsen HCR 64615

F a irb an k s , AK 99712 p o t a
Juneau , AK 99801 p o t a

Girdwood, AK 99587 p o t a
Palm er, AK 99645 p o t a

G ustavus, AK 99826 p o t  a

Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t a

Borrow, AK 99723 p o t a

Palm er, AK 99645 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99503 p o t a

Ju neau , AK 99803 po t a

H a lib u t Cove, AK 99603 p o t a

S e ld o v ia , AK 99663 p o t a

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a

K enai, AK 99611 p o t a

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a

S o ld o tn a , AK 99669 p o t a

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a
K enai, AK 99611 p o t a

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a

S te r l i n g ,  AK 99672 p o t a
Homer, AK 99603 p o t a
K enai, AK 99611 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99523 p o t a
U a s i l la ,  AK 99687 p a t  a

A nchorage, AK 99503 p o t a

K odiak, AK 99615 p o t a
A nchorage, AK 99502 p o t a

W a s il la ,  AK 99687 p o t a

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a
K odiak, AK 99615 p o t a

Palm er, AK 99645 p o t a

U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t a

P a lm er, AK 99645 p o t a

N orth P o le ,  AK 99705 p o t a

B ig Lake, AK 99652 p o t a
U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99517 p o t a

Palm er, AK 99645 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99510 p o t a
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t a

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a

U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t  a
Hyder, AK 99923 p o t a
U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t  a
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t a
Homer, AK 99603 p o t  a
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92 Donno Wood 4049 Calhoun St
93 J a n ie Munson Box 880
94 Pose C obis P.O . Box 2875
95 Mark Low P.O . Box 55971
96 Ray Dorsey Box 334
97 Raymond L a u s te re r 330 Main S t .  Loop
98 R obert L arsen 1750 E v erg reen  Ave
99 James H endr/x 1618 F i r  S t r e e t

100 B e tty Hess HC 67 Box 1254
101 J e r r y Ulmer 1220 R S t r e e t
102 Eldon Ulmer 5204 S traw b erry
103 L i l l i a n Ulmer 5204 S tra w b e rry  Rd
104 Normal C reel 6501 DeBarr Rd
105 L ori Smith 4318 Checkm ate, #24
106 S h i r l e e Emery 6005 Camden C ir
107 John Emery 6005 Camden C irc le
108 Glenn C la ry 6601 E. S ix te e n th
109 M arie A nderson 1201 West 4 3 rd  Ave
110 Joe B ag insk i 6546 C im arron
111 H ike F ransw orth 1731 B eaver Pi
112 Jim P inneo 2532 E. 20 th
113 Mike Murray 6924 Cape L izburne
114 M arily n Sherman 4841 F o lk er
115 S te v e Hooge 1001 B o n iface  Pkwy, #13C
116 P h y l is s P l a t t 1730 C rescen t Dr
117 Ruth Schw artz 8121 C le a r  Haven C ir
118 V a len c ia Scruggs 1001 B o n iface  Pkwy, #17-P
119 Susan Manyoky 10018 Marmot
120 J e r r y Prevo 6401 E. N o rth e rn  L ts
121 Gary Cadd 616 Irw in
122 S tev e W ells 6600 E a s t 12th
123 Ray Dahl 4700 R a b b it t  Creek Rd
124 Dan R ich a rd s 2311 C handalar
125 D ennis Hansen 2863 Redwood PI
126 J a c q u e lin e B jo rn s ta d  * 6607 S t e l l a  PI
127 Duane Oveson 2330 S u e 's  Way
128 M ild red Fogle 1990 B ray ton
129 Tim R e ffn e r 3014 Sunflow er St
130 Dean Fatuch Box 90270
131 James H ipsher 2920 Leeward PI
132 Loree W iI tse Box 101688
133 E die Brooks 13411 D ig g in s Dr
134 Anthony C u e lla r 9300 A rlen e  S t ,  #214
135 Linda C reed P.O . Box 102092
136 John P l a t t P.O . Box 141789
137 Oonald May 6105 Eastwood Ct
138 Kathy Kimura 12521 Neher R idge

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a
K enai, AK 99611 p o t a
K odiak, AK 99615 p o t a
N orth P o le ,  AK 99705 p o t a
K en ai, AK 99611 p o t a
K enai, AK 99611 p o t a
Ju neau , AK 99801 p o t a
K en ai, AK 99611 p o t a
Anchor P o in t ,  AK 99556 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99501 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99502 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99502 p o t f
a n c h o ra g e , AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99503 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99503 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99507 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t  f
A nchorage, AK 99515 p o t  f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99516 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99507 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99516 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99507 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t  f
A nchorage, AK 99509 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99516 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99510 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99515 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99515 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99510 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99514 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t  f
A nchorage, AK 99516 p o t f



139 T e rry S c h i l l e r 6540 E. 11th
140 Lawrence H e lse r 13710 Vern Dr
141 Pam R obertson 6320 E. 3 5 th
142 John Jacobson Box 3356
143 B ev erly Oveson 2330 S u e 's  Way
144 Roger Dunbar P.O . Box 143
145 Brenda Rees 2430 Nancy C ir
146 H eidi Jacobson Box 3356
147 R oberta F o s te r 2752 W. 42nd, #1
148 B arbara D esro ch ers P.O. Box 61056
149 L au rie Lewis 2610 HcRae Rd
150 H a rg u a r i te .:e l to n Box 1367
151 C h ris P i l l a r Box 231324
152 Linda M illh o llo n P.O. Box 74285
153 Evelyn O 'B rie n 5013 E ast N o rth e rn  L ig h ts
154 C arol Simpson Box 1538
155 J e r r y S c h i l l e r 6540 E. 11th Ave
156 John L yle Box 83715
157 Rhonda P r ic e 6143 P r o s p e r i ty ,  #2
158 Jim R e in h a rt M ile 5 .5  E a s t Rd
159 Jacob H ly n arik Box 703
160 Veva Becker 4137 Rosebud Lane
161 Lavonne B ay sin g er 6921 L e s te r  Lane
162 Tom B a ird P.O. Box 940331
163 S h i r le y Dean P.O . Box 86
164 Russ Adkins 1598 W olverine Dr
165 C h ris C oursey SR 1734 E ag le  R iv er Rd
166 J e f f S p e rry 17151 Vanover
167 Mary Jane Ph i1 1 i ps 844 C o n g ressio n a l Dr
168 Jay Vanreed 9731 Vanguard, #5
169 Shawna Huchmore 9338 Park  View C t.
170 Karen P ahoresky 4220 Yukla C ir c le
171 Jim  & T w ilig h t B iI l in g s P.O . Box 286
172 W illiam L eig h t 2400 Scarborough
173 S a l ly M illa y 3208 B reesee  S t
174 V in ton  & Helen Edwards Box 801
175 H arry Purdy P.O . Box 149
176 Helena Andree Box 2690
177 A l ic ia W atts 9341 N o rth lan d
178 O liv e r F e lto n Box 1367
179 E ile e n B ecker Box 103
180 G erald O 'B rien 5013 E. N o rth e rn  L ts
181 Sandy Spargo 965 G o ld b e lt
182 Anotnya S can t I in 7031 S c a le ro
183 P h il C lay 1935 E ast Rd
184 S c o tt Eddy 1947 B a r lc t t  Dr
185 Gregory D i I le r 10221 Jack Pot Bay C ir c le

A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99516 po t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
Homer, AK 99603 po t f
A nchorage, AK 99516 pot f
E ag le , AK 99738 po t f
A nchorage, AK 99516 pot f
Homer, AK 99603 po t f
A nchorage, AK 99517 po t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99706 po t f
A nchorage, AK 99517 pot f
Homer, AK 99603 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99523 p o t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99707 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f
Homer, AK 99603 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 po t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99708 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 po t f
Homer, AK 99603 p o t f
Cooper L anding , AK 99572 p o t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 po t f
D e lta  J e t . ,  AK 99737 p o t f
H ouston, AK 99694 p o t f
D oug las, AK 99824 p o t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 p o t f
E ag le  R iv e r , AK 99577 po t f
E ag le  R iv e r , AK 99577 p o t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99507 p o t f
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
G a lena , AK 99741 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f
Ju neau , AK 99801 p o t f
Cooper L anding , AK 99572 p o t f
G a len a , AK 99741 p o t f
Homer, AK 99603 p o t f
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f
Homer, AK 99603 p o t f
Homer, AK 99603 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99507 p o t f
Homer, AK 99603 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99507 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99505 p o t f



186 L inda Sohse Box 14
187 Grace H itc h e l l P .O . Box 770496
188 John W atts 9341 N o rth lan d
189 Gary H utch ison 367 Leann
190 Bobi Trani 7760 G la c ie r  Hwy
191 Sydney Seay P.O . Box 41
192 Donald Fease l P.O . Box 2957
193 H ike F o s te r P.O . 8ox 20716
194 L inda G ilso n 3857 F a irv iew
195 Joan H e id e rsd o rf P.O . Box 020658
196 Hary E lle n Gray HC02 9313
197 Dona Clement Box 34922
198 M ichael H arpold 3050 F i f th  Ave
199 Ronald Sedgwick P .O . Box 2007
200 Rex Gray HC02 9313
201 E liz a b e th A llen P.O . Box 1875
202 C lyde Johnson 2051 Sea Level Dr,
203 R obert H arrin g to n P.O . Box 208
204 L o n ita W ainwright HC02 7403-A
205 K erry R ip p lin g e r 3752 Denal i
206 Lynda Adams P.O . 8ox 7171
207 Hary Saunders P.O . Box 3554
208 Hary C o llin s P.O . Box 5997
209 Judy Smith P.O . Box 7151
210 K e n r ie t ta Cusack P.O . Box 9047
211 Don Koenigs Box 674
212 Kathy B o llin g P.O . Box 5958
213 Hyra S te n to n 3817 F a irv iew  Ave
214 R obert Bowers P.O . Box 8515
215 Gary Grandy Box 1111
216 Grace Kinney R t. 1 Box 917
217 Bob W att R t. 2 , Eox 178
218 I r a Uaugaman 828 C o n g ress io n a l
219 Paul Sul ley 19305 A ndreanof
220 James & B e tty U iIso n 659 Hain S t r e e t
221 B ev erly D orsher P.O . Box 3
222 Peggy Boydston 215 B Kimsham
223 V irg in ia Adams 3743 A laska Ave
224 Fran  & Sam Young 537 Tower
225 G erald Covey Box 51
226 S h i r le y Demroert 316 Wortman Loop
227 Donna Auspaugh HC04 Box 9011
228 K ris F u lto n P.O. Box 3522
229 J e n e t t B lood Box 902
230 Lee Demmert 316 Wortman Loop Rd
231 L u c i l le O lig n ey 70 S te e lh e a d  Rd

C ordova, AK 99574 p o t f
E ag le  R iv e r , AK 99577 p o t f
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701 p o t f
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f
F a irb an k s , AK 99707 p o t f
P a lm er, AK 99645 p o t f
Ju neau , AK 99802 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 po t f
Ju neau , AK 99802 p o t f
Pa lm er, AK 99645 p o t f
Juneau , AK 99803 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 po t f
Ju n eau , AK 99803 p o t f
P a lm er, AK 99645 p o t f
K enai, AK 99611 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 po t f
G a lena , AK 99741 po t f
P a lm er, AK 99645 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
Pa lm er, AK 99645 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 po t f
P e te r s b u rg , AK 99833 p o t f
K etch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
P e te rs b u rg , AK 99833 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 p o t f
E ag le  R iv e r , AK 99577 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
D oug las, AK 99824 po t f
S i tk a ,  AK 99835 po t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 po t f
K otzebue, AK 99752 p o t f
S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t f
Pa lm er, AK 99645 p o t f
K odiak, AK 99615 p o t f
Homer, AK 00603 p o t f
S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t f
F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 p o t f
N orth P o le , AK 99705 p o t f



r • r-rr,v~»v*
233 Susan B a x te r-S a k le d 5000 D artm outh , #3
234 G lenn Lee P.O . Box 80245
235 H ike Cusack P.O . Box 9047
236 C h a r l ie Laub 3050 F i f th  Ave
237 Jim McGinnis 1000 Lake S t .  E x te n tio n
238 Ted F e rry 334 F ro n t S t .
239 K a th leen Vanhorn 515 V e rs to v ia  S t .
240 L loyd & S h i r l e y  N au lt 1810 F i r s t  Ave
241 B i l l Burke 234 V il la g e  Loop Dr
242 B i l l Burke 2234 V il la g e  Lp
243 A rth u r U ilso n H ile  4 N orth Tongass
244 E rn e s t Newland P.O . Box 1127
245 H arty Jack so n P .O . Box 694
246 B e rt Romo 320 Bawden
247 Hary D aubersm ith Box 691
248 Ken Lyman P.O . Box 873306
249 Clyde B e u tle r 600 S e w 'd  H e rid ia n
250 S te p h a n ie V ie ir a 611 B io rka
251 E ile e n S h e rid an Box 1806
252 E le a n r r G igueroa P.O . Box 5063
253 Norma Green 1033 Hi l i a r  S t .
254 Roger S tone P .O . Box 5022
255 C a ro le U illia m s 819 Honroe S t
256 Ray V e rg -in Box 3186
257 Jean S c h u ltz 407 Buren

F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 p o t
F a irb a n k s , AK 99708 p o t

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t

U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

K odiak , AK 99615 p o t

Uard Cove, AK 99928 p o t

K e tch ik an , A" 99901 po t
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t

U a s i l l a ,  AK 99687 p o t

S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t
S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t

S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t



A p r i l  26, 1988

Dear

T h a n k  you  for y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  on CS SB 32 ( H E S S ) , 
regard ing the r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of marijuana. The H o u s e  
Health, E d u c a t i o n  and Social S e r vi ces Committee, w h i c h  w e  
co-chair, held four hearings, d u r i n g  April 13-15, on this 
bill. We h e a r d  from numerous legal and m e d i c a l  e x p erts as 
well as from s tate a g e ncies e f f e c t e d  b y  this legislation.
W e  also e n t e r t a i n e d  four h o u r s  of p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  d u r i n g  an 
evening  s t a t ew ide tele conference.

During the hearings, it b e c a m e  c lear t o  all c o m m i t t e e  
m e m b e r s  that this bill w a s  f a s h ioned to r e s p o n d  to t h e  1975 
decision, R a v i n  v. S t a t e , in w h i c h  the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  Court, 
b a s e d  on the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  right to privacy, p r o t e c t e d  the 
adult p o s s e s s i o n  of less t h a n  four ounces of m a r i j u a n a  in the 
home, for p e r s o n a l  use. T h e  Court d i d  a l l o w  for t h e  rev ersal 
of this d e c i s i o n  b a s e d  on n e w  e v i den ce of s i g n i f i c a n t  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  dangers a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  marijuana. The findings 
s e c tion of CSHB 32 (HESS) is d e s i g n e d  to serve as n e w  e v i dence  
of marijuana 's dangers.

T e s t i m o n y  from  m e d i c a l  e x perts caus ed the C o m m i t t e e  to 
quest i o n  the v a l i d i t y  of several of the findings. ’ Wh i l e  there 
w a s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a m o n g  t h e  d o ctors t e s t i f y i n g  r e g a r d i n g  the 
he a l t h  effects of marijuana, t h e  fact remains that  the 
p r o p o s e d  m e d i c a l  findings r e m a i n  l a r g e l y  unsupported. W e  are 
u n a w a r e  of any d o c u m e n t e d  m e d i c a l  e v i denc e w h i c h  can pr ove 
several of t h e s e  findings to b e  true. It is e s s e ntial that  
th e  findings b e  well s u b s t a n t i a t e d  if the l e g i s l a t u r e  is to 
co n vi nce the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  Court to r e v e r s e  its e a rlier  
decision.

The bill is c u r r e n t l y  in a s u b c o m m i t t e e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  
ga t h e r i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  w h i c h  can s u pport o r  r e f u t e  the 
findings. W e  h a v e  c o n t a c t e d  the s p o n s o r  of the bill, the  
H o u s e  R e s earch A g e n c y  (for an u p d a t e ) , the U n i v e r s i t y  of 
A l a s k a  and fifteen m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  from a r ound  
t h e  country. T h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  will be m e e t i n g  at t h e  end of 
this w e e k  to r e v i e w  t h e  m a t e r i a l  received.



O u r  Com mittee r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  three b ills d e s i g n e d  tc 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  address s u b s tance abuse b y  y o u n g  Alaskans.
SB 339 raises the legal age for the p u r c h a s e  of c i g a r e t t e s  and 
pr e v e n t s  the sale of ci garettes from u n s u p e r v i s e d  v e n d i n g  
machines; HB 361 limits the d r i v i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  of m i n o r s  
c o n v i c t e d  of of fenses involv ing drugs and alcohol and; H B  26D 
p r o v i d e s  for c o m m u n i t y  s e r vice and s u b s tance abuse t r e a t m e n t  
for m i nors who v i ola te laws. We urge y o u  to p r o m o t e  t h e i r  
p a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  the legislature.

T h a n k  you again for sharing y o u r  views w i t h  us.

Sincerely,

Rep. Niilo Koponen, C o - C h a i r  Rep. J o h n n y  Ellis, C o - C h a i r
H o u s e  HESS Committee H o u s e  HESS C o m m i t t e e



Record# FIRST LAST ADDRESS
1 A lic e B erg d o ll 5896 Lund S t r e e t
2 Royal B idw ell P .O . 8ox 74160
3 Members 303 Kimsham S t r e e t
4 D avid A ld erso n 3560 F a irv ie w , #A-1
5 G re tch en A nderson 3234 L inden Dr
6  A lan A rm bruster P .O . Box 58509
7 B e tty B engtson 9449 P a t r i c i a  PI
8  Gary B e tle y HCR2 34850 M oonrise
9  R ich a rd B is le r P .O . Box 60874

10 K athy B o llin g P .O . Box 5958
11 C h a r le s Braden 538 E. 12th
12 Bonnie Brody P .O . Box 1250
13 George Brown HHB. AVN. BDE
14 S c o t t  & T racey B u rn f ie ld G eneral D e liv e ry
15 Sharon B u r re l l Box 78
16 D arlen e Chapman P.O . Box 770165
17 James C heydleur P .O . Box 81177
18 Duane Congdon Pouch 5020
19 D arry l Earnshaw 517 Longspur Loop
20 Jan e F lo ry P .O . Box 6275
21 Hary F o s te r P .O . Box 142575
22 S te v e G arn ick Box 8087
23 C aro l Gray 4410 N. D ouglas Hwy
24 E v e re t t H a rriso n 5970 D uffy  Loop
25 Joan H e id e rsd o rf P.O . Box 020658
26 John H o lst R t. 2 , Box 104
27 K evin Horn 2990 D avis Rd, A pt. E-29
28 G arry H utch inson 367 Leann S t
29 C arol Jen sen 8451 G re e n h ill  Way
30 R o b erta K e lly 9026 R osedale
31 Ron King P.O . Box 783
32 B i l l Kurz Box 778
33 John Lynn 7013 T ra f fo rd  Ave
34 T e rry Mackie HHT, 4 th  SQDN, 9 th  C av a lry
35 T e rry Hason 1223 E. S ix te e n th
36 C h a rle s McKee 538 E . 12th Ave
37 B ruce McKenna Box 963
38 D ennis H i l l e r 389 D iane Cove
39 Lee Moench 10842 Anvik C i r c le
40 Hary Morgan 8760 Dudley S t
41 Jim H o rriso n Box 2524
42 T erry Norman P.O . Box 10166
43 L eonard O 'K eefe SRA 549
44 B e tte O'Moor 7521 Old Seward Hwy, #A

CITY ISSUE
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f

F a irb a n k s , AK 99707 p o t f

S i tk a ,  AK 99835 p o t f

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99502 p o t a

F a irb a n k s , AK 99711 p o t a

Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f

Homer, AK 99603 p o t a

F a irb a n k s , AK 99706 p o t a

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f

A nchorage, AK 99501 p o t a

F a irb a n k s , AK 99707 p o t f

F o rt W ainw righ t, AK 99703 p o t a

P e te r s b u rg , AK 99833 p o t f

P e te r s b u rg ,  AK 99833 p o t f
E ag le  R iv e r , AK 99577 p o t f

C o lle g e , AK 99708 p o t a

Palm er, AK 99645 p o t a

F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 p o t f
K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99514 p o t f

P o r t  A le x an d e r, AK 99836 p o t a

Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f

F a irb a n k s , AK 99712 p o t a
Ju n eau , AK 99802 p o t f

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t f

F a irb a n k s , AK 99709 p o t a

F a irb a n k s , AK 99707 p o t f
A nchorage, AK 99502 p o t a

Ju n eau , AK 99801 po t f

D oug las, AK 99824 p o t f
H a in es , AK 99827 p o t f

A nchorage, AK 99504 p o t f

F o rt W ainw righ t, AK 99703 p o t a
A nchorage, AK 99501 p o t f

A nchorage, AK 99501 p o t a

Nome, AK 99762 p o t a
S o ld o tn a , AK 99669 p o t a

E ag le  R iv e r ,  AK 99577 p o t f
Ju n eau , AK 99801 p o t f
K enai, AK 99611 p o t f

"F airb an k s , AK 99710 p o t a
Homer, AK 99603 p o t a
A nchorage, AK 99518 p o t f



45 Nancy P earso n
46 D o ris P fa lm er
47 M ichael P h i l l i p s
48 Maxine Rader
49 Sharon Rhodes
50 Malcolm R o b erts
51 Lonnie R o b e rts
52 Ray Schalow
53 Kim S c o tt
54 Alan S e e g e rt
55 M argare t Soden
56 Tom T ag g a rt
57 Connie T ay lo r
58 M ichael Turney
59 C e c e lia W arrio r
60 S c o o te r Welch
61 R ich a rd W itta k e r
62 R. Woodard

P.O . Box 3055
P.O . Box 55655

P.O . Box 520587
2901 UAA D rive

1545 S. Hoyt, #19

2001 Church H il l  D riv e

712 W. 4 7 th , #3

201 G alleon  Dr

1185 Pueblo  S t

P.O . Box 203

P.O . Box D

Box 150
P.O . Box 1690

P.O . Box 491

632 H. P ine

656 Seventh Ave

Box 3313
P.O . Box 9199

Palm er, AK 99645 p o t a -  '  -

North P o le , AK 99705 p o t a
Big Lake, AK 99652 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99508 p o t f

A nchorage, AK 99517 p o t f

A nchorage, AK 99503 p o t f

A nchorage, AK 99515 p o t f

N orth P o le , AK 997G5 p o t a

McKinley Park , AK 99755 p o t a
Ju neau , AK 99811 p o t f

Hyder, AK 99923 p o t a

C ordova, AK 99574 p o t f
Girdwood, AK 99587 p o t a

A nchorage, AK 99058 p o t  f

F a irb an k s , AK 99701 p o t f

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t a

K e tch ik an , AK 99901 p o t a



C IT Y  O F  U N A L A S K A  
P.O. B O X * *  112

U N A L A S K A . A L A S K A  99605 

!507) 581-1251

“Copliof c( fli' _4frj(ions” 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

February 24 . 1987

Senator Paul Fisher, Chairman
Hess Commit tee
P.O. Bex V
Mail Step 3100
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

Dear Senator Fisher:

This letter is to express the support of the U n a laska Department 
of Fublic S afety for Senate Bill 32 on R e c r i m i n alization of 
M a r i j u a n a .

The existent enforcement structure for ma rijuana u s e  in our state 
is often used, in classes outside of Alaska, as an example of how 
ridiculous some statutes can be. While we a r e  laughed at by those 
in the system, the lay p e r s o n  (average citizen?) is led to believe 
that marijuana is legal in Alaska.

Here in Unalaska, and I'm sure it is much the same in other ports 
and cities w i t h  large transient populations, the b el ief is that 
anyone can possess and light up just about anywhere! The most 
common expression we hear u p c n  taking action is, "Hey mar.. 1 
thought it was legal here!"

If we are to be at all successful in this struggle against drug 
use, we cannot afford to say that it is okay t o ' h a v e  and use- cnt 
drug but not another. There are also some w h o  expound or. the evils 
of alcohol vs. marijuana and the need to m o v e  on alcohol as the 
greater problem. To those I w o u l d  suggest that their concern 
should be along the lines of last in - first cut. It is recognized 
that marijuana has much the same impact on m a n y  people as does 
alcohol. So w h y  continue to allow’ the damage and less attributed 
to any substance abuse w h e n  there is a chance to alleviate it?



Senator  Paul F i sher 
February 24, 1987

Page 2

We encourage and appla ud your efforts.

PGD:plb ✓
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i nc c :



W r a n g e l l  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

March 4, 1987

Senator Paul Fisher 
Hess Committee Chairman 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 (Mail Stop 3100)
Dear Senator Fisher:'
On behalf o f  this department and the concerned members o f  this 
community, I sincerely urge that a l l  possible e f f o r t s  and support 
be afforded to Senate B i l l  32, Recriminalization o f  Marijuana, 
in order that said b i l l  be brought to the f l o o r  o f  the Senate 
and House f o r  a vote.
As an Alaska law enforcement o f f i c e r  fo r  the past 21 years I can 
state without reservation that one o f  the greatest e rrors con- 
sumated by a leg is la t ive  body was the decriminal ization o f  
marijuana. Not only is i t  in v io lat ion o f  Federal Law, i t s  
usage among the youth o f  th is state has escalated l ik e  a mal­
ignant growth.
In a l l  frankness, I must state that the time is long overdue 
fo r  posit ive action on behalf o f  our elected o f f i c i a l s  to combat 
and control this statewide problem. Give law enforcement in 
the State o f  Alaska the weapons, in the form o f  r e a l i s t i c  and 
e f fect ive laws, and we w i l l  do our part.

Chief o f  Police 
WGKrrrk
cc: Representative Terry Martin 

Senator Lloyd Jones 
Representative Robin Taylor 
Representative John Sund

W I L L I A M  G  K L C  I N  

C H I E F  O F  P O L I C E  

10 6  T h  S E S S I O N

C I T Y  O F  W R A N G E L L .  A L A S K A  

P O S T  O F F I C E  B O X  5 3 1  •  W R A N G E L L  A L A S K A  9 9 9 2 9  

< 9 0 7 )  8 7 4  • 3 3 0 4



Anioski Hall * P.O. Box 149 • Galena, Alaska 99741 • Telephone (907)656-1301

F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
PO B o x  V ,  MS 3 1 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n :
On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  G a l e n a  Dr u g  T a s k  F o r c e ,  a g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  c i t y  and r e l i g i o u 3 g r o u p  
i n i t i a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G a l e n a  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  make y o u  
a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r e a l  d r u g  p r o b l e m  on t h e  Y u k o n  R i v e r  and e s p e c i a l l y  
h e r e  i n  G a l e n a .
F u r t h e r ,  we  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l o  
c r i m i n a l i z e  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a ny  a mo u n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  and l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  
w i l l  h e l p  make  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o s e c u t e  a n d c o n v i c t  d e a l e r s  n o t  o n l y  o f  
m a r i j u a n a  b u t  a l l  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e .
Y o u r  h e l p  and s u p p o r t  w i l l  b e  m o s t  a p p r e c i a t e d .

G a l e n a  D r u g  T a s k  F o r c e

c c :  P a t  M y e r s ,  C i t y  M a n a g e r

H P / t w



•  Police (907) 224-3338

•  H a rb o r (907) 224-3341

•  Telecopier (907) 224-3248

C I T Y  O F  S E W A R D

P.O 8 0» lb'
SEW ARD, ALASKA 9 9 6 6 4

Feb ru a ry  2 5 ,  1987

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  Mar t in  
Hess Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau ,  Ak. 99811 
(MS 3100 }

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n :

I  wish t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u rg e  you t o  suppo r t  Senate  B i l l  3 2 .  
As a long t ime member o f  the  law en fo rcemen t  community i n  A la ska  I  have 
seen many t r a g e d i e s  due t o  the  use o f  H a l l u c i n o g e n i c s .  I  f e e l  t h a t  
the  d e c r im i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  was a s e r i o u s  m i s t a k e .  There  i s  no 
shame in  making a m is ta ke  but i t  i s  shamefu l  t o  f a i l  t o  r e c t i f y  one .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Lou is  A. Benca rd ino  
C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e
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SENATOR BETTYE FAHRENKAMP 
CHAIRMAN, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN, OIL AND GAS COMMITTEE 
515 7TH AVENUE, SUITE 130 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
OFFICE (907) 452-4882 
HOME (907) 456-2899

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
CAPITOL ROOM 125 

OFFICE (907) 465-3834 
HOME (907) 780-6027

WHILE IN JUNEAU
PO. BOX V

S e n a t e

F e b ru a ry  23 , 1988

M r. Gene W il l ia m s  
781 N in e  M i le  H i l l  Road 
F a ir b a n k s , AK 99712

D ea r Geno:

T hank yo u  f o r  c o n ta c t in g  me t o  e x p re s s  y o u r  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t 
SB 32 , r e l a t i n g  t o  m a r i ju a n a .

D rug and a lc o h o l abuse i s  a p ro b lem  in  A la s k a , b u t I 'm  n o t 
c o n v in c e d  t h a t  i t  can be s o lv e d  s im p ly  b y r e c r im in a l i z i n g  
m a r i ju a n a . D rug a b u se rs  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  t r e a tm e n t in  d ru g  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p ro g ram s and n o t j u s t  th ro w n  in  j a i l .  E s p e c ia l l y  
f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  a c r im in a l  re c o rd  o r  p r is o n  e x p e r ie n c e  c o u ld  le a d  
them  in  th e  w rong d i r e c t i o n .  I n c r e a s in g  p e n a l t ie s  f o r  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  m a r i ju a n a  i s  n o t th e  r i g h t  a p p ro a c h .

As f a r  as th e  use o f  m a r i ju a n a  in  th e  home i s  c o n c e rn e d , I
f e e l  t h e r e  has t o  be a l i m i t  t o  th e  amount o f  g o ve rnm en t
in t e r f e r e n c e  i n t o  th e  p r i v a t e  l i v e s  o f  o u r c i t i z e n s .  The c o u r t s  
have r u le d  in  th e  Raven case  t h a t  th e r e  i s  11 no a d e q u a te  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  s t a t e ' s  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  th e  c i t i z e n ' s  r i g h t  
t o  p r i v a c y  b y i t s  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  p o s s e s s io n  o f  m a r i ju a n a  by an 
a f 'u l t  f o r  p e r s o n a l c o n s u m p t io n . "  I  f e e l  l  - . ro n g ly  t h a t  A r t i c l e  1 , 
S e c t io n  22 , o f  o u r s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  r i g h t  t o  p r iv a c y ,  i s  
one o f  th e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  p e rs o n a l fre edom s and t h a t  SB 32 w o u ld  
v i o l a t e  im p o r ta n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s .

D e s p ite  my v o te  a g a in s t  SB 32 , i t  pa ssed th e  S ena te  b y a
v o te  o f  1 5 -3  on F e b ru a ry  18 . The b i l l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  th e  House
H e a lth ,  E d u c a t io n  and S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  C om m itte e . Thank you 
a g a in  f o r  y o u r comments . I  a p p r e c ia te  h e a r in g  from  yo u .

S in c e r e ly

Alaska State Senate

B F :d c /h s s
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SENATOR BETTYE FAHRENKAMP 
CHAIRMAN. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN, OIL ANO GAS COMMITTEE 
515 7TH AVENUE. SUITE 130 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
OFFICE (907) 452-4882 
HOME (907) 456-2899

WHILE IN JUNEAU 
RO. BOX V 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
CAPITOL ROOM 125 

OFFICE (907) 465-3834 
HOME (907) 780-6027

S e n a t e

F e b ru a ry  23 , 1988

M r. Jo hn  D. L y le  
P .O . Box 83715 
F a ir b a n k s , AK 99708

D ea r J o h n :

Thank you f o r  w r i t i n g  t o  e x p re s s  y o u r  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t SE 32 , 
r e l a t i n g  t o  m a r i ju a n a .

D rug and a lc o h o l abuse i s  a p ro b lem  i n  A la s k a , b u t I 'm  n o t 
c o n v in c e d  t h a t  i t  can be s o lv e d  s im p ly  by r e c r im in a l i z i n g  
m a r i ju a n a . D rug a b u s e rs  s h o u ld  be g iv e n  t r e a tm e n t in  d ru g  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p ro g ram s and n o t j u s t  th ro w n  in  j a i l .  E s p e c ia l l y  
f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  a c r im in a l  r e c o r d  o r  p r is o n  e x p e r ie n c e  c o u ld  le a d  
them  in  th e  w rong d i r e c t i o n .  I n c r e a s in g  p e n a l t ie s  f o r  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  m a r i ju a n a  i s  a n a iv e  a p p ro a ch  t o  a s e r io u s  p ro b lem .

As f a r  as th e  use  o f  m a r i ju a n a  in  th e  home i s  c o n c e rn e d , I  
f e e l  t h e r e  has t o  be a l i m i t  t o  th e  am oun t o f  g o ve rnm en t 
in t e r f e r e n c e  i n t o  th e  p r i v a t e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s .  The c o u r t s  
have r u le d  in  th e  Raven ca se  t h a t  th e r e  i s  " no a d e q u a te  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  s t a t e ' s  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  th e  c i t i z e n ' s  r i g h t  
t o  p r iv a c y  by i t s  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  p o s s e s s io n  o f  m a r i ju a n a  by an 
a d u l t  f o r  p e r s o n a l c o n s u m p t io n . "  The r e c e n t  in f o rm a t io n  I  have 
re a d  a b o u t m a r i ju a n a 's  e f f e c t s  on h e a l t h  i s  a lm o s t i d e n t i c a l  t o  
th e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  was c o n s id e re d  i n  t h a t  c a s e . The o p in io n  o f  
o u r le g a l d i v i s i o n  i s  t h a t  SB 32 w o u ld  m os t l i k e l y  be fo u n d  t o  be 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  I  f e e l  s t r o n g ly  t h a t  A r t i c l e  1 , S e c t io n  2 2 , o f  
o u r s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  r i g h t  t o  p r iv a c y ,  i s  one o f  th e  
fo u n d a t io n s  o f  p e r s o n a l fre edom  and t h a t  SB 32 w o u ld  v i o l a t e  
im p o r ta n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s .



Februar y 22, 1988
Page two

The G o v e rn o r 's  I n t e r im  Comm iss ion on C h i ld r e n  and Y o u th  does 
p o in t  t o  th e  p ro b lem s  o 'f d ru g  and a lc o h o l abuse among c h i l d r e n .
I t  c la im s  t h a t  a lc o h o l i s  in v o lv e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  one f o u r t h  o f  a l l  
j u v e n i l e  c r im e . What i s  th e  message we a re  s e n d in g  c h i l d r e n  when 
we condone d r in k in g  a lc o h o l a t  home b u t  c r im i n a l i z e  m a r i ju a n a  
use?

D e s p ite  my v o te  a g a in s t  SB 32 , i t  pa ssed th e  S e na te  b y a 
v o te  o f  1 5 -3  on F e b ru a ry  18 . The b i l l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  th e  House 
H e a l th ,  Educa ; io n  and S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  C om m itte e . Thank you 
a g a in  f o r  y o u r  comments . I  a p p r e c ia te  h e a r in g  from  yo u .

S in p e r e ly ,

B e t ty e  Fahrenkam p 
A la s k a  S ta te  S e n a te

B F :d c /h s s
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T r a n s p o r t n i i o n
P . O .  B O X  V  H E S S
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October 2, 1987

Dear Colleague,

Attached you will find information regarding much of the new-found 

data on marijuana. I believe it important enough to share with you and 
I 11 deeply appreciate y ou r  taking the time to review it.

Respectfully,

Bill Hudson - ^

BH/skp

i A  K l i l ’ K E S E N T I X t i

A L A S K A 'S  C A P IT A L  C IT Y



October 2, 1987

The September 1987 issue of the Drug A b use Update publ i s h e d  
by Families in A c t i o n  and the Scott N ew man F o u n d a t i o n  carried 
the following article on m a r i jua na and adolescents that I w o u l d  
like to share w i t h  you.

Adolescent marijuana use causes m a n y  problems. R i chard H. Schwartz, 
M.D. and colleagues recently studied the psy cho s o c i a l  and behavioral 
effects of frequent m a r i j u a n a  use on adolescents. They evaluate d 
35 patients, ages 14 to 17, w h o  wer e a d m i t t e d  to a drug treatment 
facility. All adolescents h a d  smoked m a r i j u a n a  for at least four 
days each w e e k  for four consecutive months.

Family relationships and school attendance and performance began  
to deteriorate w h e n  use r e ache d these levels. Behavioral effects 
included automobile accidents w hile intoxicated, average school 
grades of D or F, suicide attempts, r u n n i n g  away from home and 
convincing a younger sibling to try marijuana. (See chart below)

On average it took parents up to a yea r to discover their child's 
drug involvement. Moreover, 17 percent of the adolescents studied 
say they w e r e  h i g h  during visits to h e a l t h  professiona ls and were
proud of concealing it. (Clinical Pediatrics, Vol. 26, No 5 M a y  1987, 
pp 264-270) ______________________________________________________________

T E E N  P R O B L E M S  B E F O R E  A N D  A F T E R  M A R I J U A N A  U S E

before left colum n after right column

S i n c e r e l y ,

■ e#for* Maryw«M ■

Bobi Trani
Safe Homes/Parents Against Drugs

OAUQ AAUSE UPOATE. SEPTEM BER. 1M 7
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October 20, 1987

Dear Colleague,

Once again I am passing on to you some information on marijuana which I 
believe you will find important and useful.

I believe it valuable enough to share with you and I'll deeply 

appreciate yo ur  taking the time to review it. Please do not hesitate to 

let me know your thoughts on this matter, and please share this 

information with others in any way that you can.

Re sp ectfully,

Bill Hudson 

BH/skp

i.s  

in >n

. i t i i  i n ' .

11.ii Ii •



A LINE ON POT
)

"He was always an honor student until that time. It took three years 
for me and my husband to recognize he was using pot. A friend turned him 
on. All his group of peers used pot. He changed from being loving and open 
to being withdrawn and self-centered. He was careless and left marijuana
papers around, so we found out He had real trouble with his memory.
He couldn't tell jokes, because he couldn't remember them.”

"He got into other drugs: uppers, downers, PCP, Quaaludes. He would 
steal, at firs t from his sisters, and he dealt. He got arrested for stealing. 
He and some friends went to another town and stole tires and brought them 
home in my car and le ft them in the driveway. It was as if he couldn't 
make the connection between stealing and hiding the evidence. The judge 
ordered him to go to ja i l for tw o ) ears or to treatment. He went to a 
treatment center."--Viola (mother if an ex-user), The Marijuana Question 
by Helen C. Jones and Paul W. Lovingtr.

A 1985 study done by the Justice Department reports, "A higher 
percentage of today's criminals were under the influence j f  drugs at the 
time of their offense than were criminals in the late I970's.
Three-fourths of a representative sample of ja i l inmates in 1983 admitted 
using drugs at some time in their lives, and one in four said they were 
under the influence of one of more drugs at the time of their current 
offense. Half of the offenders were using marijuana."

Safe Homes/Juneau 
965 Goldbelt 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-2392 (w) 
586-6122 (h)



September 21,1987 

Dear
J A LINE ON POT

"The Alaska Peace Officers' Association (APOA) supports 
recriminalizlng marijuana." This position Is taken from the Position 
Statements. oUthejMaska Peace Officers' Association Concerning 
Legislative Proposals before the Fifteenth.Alaska Legislature. March, 1987.

"Alaska is the only state to have, In effect, legalized small 
amounts of marijuana--up to four ounces—for personal use. No other 
state has adopted a similar law. Using small amounts of marijuana 
legally stimulates trafficking of the drug, which is illegal. The existing 
statute, in effect, promotes illegal activity.

Possession of any quantity of marijuana is against federal law, 
whiie state iaw permits possession of small amounts. This creates 
confusion in the minds of the public. This dichotomy of federal law v.s. 
state law tends to breed disrespect for the law. As the Baltimore Sun 
editorialized in early 1984, 'Only in Alaska can you sit at home and smoke 
marijuana, secure in the knowledge that you are Leaking federal law with 
the blessing of the State Supreme Court.*

Alaska's tolerance of marijuana has also inhibited the efforts of 
the U.S. to obtain agreements by foreign countries to crack down upon 
illic it drugs in their country. According to the Undersecretary for 
International Narcotics Affairs Department of State, in a recent address 
in Anchorage, several foreign countries have questioned the 
sincerity of the U.S. regarding suppression of i l l ic i t  drugs by 
calling attention to Alaska's legalization of small amounts of 
marijuana. This Is significant, since the U.S. is a signatory nation to two 
international conventions concerning control of narcotics—the Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and the Psychotropic 
Substances Act o f 1971, which include outlawing marijuana.

APOA considers the contradiction of federal and state iaw 
regarding marijuana, the increasingly effective health campaigns against 
smoking, and the public's proclaimed respect for the law, with litate law 
permitting use, to be sending mixed signals to our youth. Either society 
condones drug use and smoking or it does not. Our collective position 
should be clear to our young people.

The Ravin decision leading to legalizing marijuana was based, in 
part, upon the finding that the state could show no clear and convincing 
public need to ban marijuana. Since then, more and more information from 
around the country shows increasing concern about the health aspects of 
smoking in general and marijuana in particular. The APOA believes that a 
clear and convincing health issue can now be made to support a ban upon 
marijuana use.
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November 13, 1987

Dear Colleague,

This is more of a series of information that I have been forwarding to 

you because I think it is so important. I have personally gained a 
great deal of knowledge from reading these "Lines on Pot" and hope this 
has been helpful to you as well.

I have appreciated y ou r comments as a result of these mailings; please 
continue to stay in touch with me.

Sincerely,

BH/skp

R E P R E S E N T I N G

- V  A L A S K A 'S  C A P IT A L  C IT \



The following are 1986 quotations by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, an organization of 29,000 pediatricians dedicated to the 
health, safety, and well-being of infants, children, and adolescents in 
North, Central, and South America..

"Marijuana is the most widespread illegal drug used in this country. 
Society’s acceptance of its use stems lrom inconclusive research 
conducted during the 1960's. Marijuana's reputation as a 'safe drug', 
combined with abundant supplies and societal messages to 'do drugs' have 
contributed to its popularity among young people.

* More than 1/3 of all students will have tried marijuana before 
leaving ninth grade.

*  Nearly 2 /3  of all students will have tried marijuana before 
finishing high school.

*  One of six high school seniors will have been a daily user at some 
time in their lives.

* At least one of 20 seniors will continue to smoke marijuana on a 
daily basis.

Medical experts are alarmed about these statistics and about the 
ii (creasing potency of marijuana that is currently available. THC is the 
main mood-altering ingredient found in marijuana. When the drug became 
popular in the 1960's, the THC levels averaged point two percent. Today 
stronger strains of marijuana contain THC levels of at least five percent, 
making it 25 times more potent. Marijuana is no longer the 'harmless 
little giggle' referred to by John Lennon in the 1960's.

Recent studies of marijuana on the health effects of marijuana 
indicate that, far from the innocuous substance it was thought to be, it is 
a dangerous drug. Marijuana distorts the senses and causes 
motor-coordination difficulties. The effects can linger for more than 14 
days. In this condition, it is dangerous to operate a vehicle or to engage in 
sports activities. Pediatricians also are concerned about the development 
and social difficulties encountered by pre-teen and young adolescent 
users."

The Annual Report to the Legislature, 1986, states, ''Increasing 
numbers of Alaskans are entering treatment as a result of cocaine, 
marijuana, and opiate use." The accompanying chart shows that marijuana 
treatment rose from 273 people in 1985 to 354 people in 1986 in 
public-funded programs. (How many in private clinics?)

Sandy Spargo/Safe Homes/965 Goldbelt, Juneau, Alaska, 99801



AMERICA HURTS
THE DRUG EPIDEMIC

H o s t e d  b y  C o l l i n  S i e d o r
Produced by Dystar Television, Inc. 
An M TI Film & Video release.

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-621-2131
In Illinois and Alaska call collect 312-940-1260.

W o r s e s
1 ~ W \ s  v » A e o ,

M T I  F i l m  &  V i d e o
108 Wilmot Road 
Deerfield, Illinois 60015

C o n t a c t  • S g* y\ 4 v  S v d  o r < t o
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In this powerful new documentary, Collin Siedor 
takes a hard look at the crippling menace of drug 
use in our society. Not surprisingly, he uncovers 
some frightening facts, an ever-expanding circle 
of drug-related death and destruction of interna­
tional proportion.
The damage we do comes in ways most of us 
wouldn't think to consider. The image we conjure 
of dying drug addicts— night, a poor part of town, 
dark eyes, dark skin— is not the reality. The 
reality is much more frightening:
• The threat of death at the beginnings of life— 

a newborn infant is hooked on cocaine...
• An 8-year-old takes her first drink—the first 

of many...
• An 11-year-old drug addict attempts suicide...
• A boy of fourteen has tried every drug 

imaginable. After five years of rehabilitation 
attempts, his parents tearfully grant custody 
to the state...

• Thousands of our brightest teenagers 
experience learning problems directly 
attributable to marijuana use ...

• A 17-year-old girl reacts her ninth attempt at 
rehabilitation and returns once again to the 
streets and to her addictions...

• A youth earns $200 a day dealing drugs, 
and can see no good reason for completing 
high school...

• South American drug smugglers kidnap, kill 
and gut three infants, stuff them full of cocaine 
and ship their bodies across international 
boundries...

Say to yourself. " I t ’s not that bad!’ Then 
think again.

Interviews with drug abusers, drug dealers, 
recovering addicts, parents and family members, 
and concerned professionals all serve to ques­
tion the nonchalant attitudes of two generations 
of Americans who have said all along that drugs 
aren’t bad. Two generations of Americans who 
condoned casual use, and by doing so con­
demned "supplier" countries and perhaps our 
own children to certain destruction.
This program makes it embarrassingly clear: we 
can no longer shift the blarne to the smugglers 
and the pushers. We are the real menace. The 
casual users, those content with the attitude that 
they hurt no one, that their body is their own to 
govern, support a marketplace where unpredict­
able, deathly dangerous substances are sold by 
individuals who see dealing as a lucrative alter­
native to social responsibility, a ticket out of the 
land called poverty.
There is a price on that ticket. Using drugs, or 
even allowing the use of drugs, means condon­
ing the methods of acquisition. It means contrib­
uting to the wealth of violent, vicious profi­
teers. It means accepting the responsibility for 
undermining the lives and economies of South 
American countries where the drug industry 
has taken control. It means accepting the risk 
of "designer”  drugs whose unpredictability can 
paralyze bodies and torture minds for a lifetime. 
The casual user secures an important link in 
the destructive drug cycle. Go ahead. Say to 
yourself. "It's not that bad:’ Then think again.

5115M-<34 minutes
16mm $595 Video $495 Rental $85
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All Members of the House and Senate 

Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Colleague:

Marijuana use may have a greater effect on m emor y and thinking ability 

than has previously been thought. The THC (the psychoactive substance 

in marijuana) appears to interfere with the ma nufacturing of essential 

protein substances in the nuclei of brain cells, according to Jeff 

Fortuna, Director of Drug Education consultants in Orange County, 

California and an instructor for the Health Science Department at 

California State University at Long Beach. The mos t noticeable effects 

of marijuana use are decreases in both memory and thinking ability.

"Occassional use mainly affects short-term memory," notes Fortuna. 

"Regular use, however, damages long-term and abstract memory."

THC also has a w ay of sticking with a person, sometimes as long as 

thirty (30) days after using marijuana. "THC remains active in the 

blood for at least seven to ten days," says Fortuna. "Because it stays 

in the body for such a long time, its effects on memory and thinking 

ability are prolonged. Neither the weekend smoker nor the daily smoker 

is ever free from marijuana's effects. (LISTEN Magazine 12/85)."

Respectfully,

Bill Hudson 

BH/skp
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January 12, 1987

Dear Colleague,

Attached is another edition of A LINE ON POT. In it, you will see that 

the Journal of Respiratory D i s e as e s, in an article titled "How the Lungs 

are Affected by Marijuana Smoking" by Donald P. Tashkin, M.D., Henry 

Gong, Jr., M.D. and Suzanne E.G. F I igi el, M.D. shows current medical 
findings, dated November 1987, that:

"daily smoking of only a few marijuana joints appears 

to be comparable with smoking over 20 tobacco cigarettes

This important finding is for your information as you consider House

HB 55 deserves at least a full debate; won't you join me in calling for 
a hearing this session?

"y,

a day.

Bill 55.

BH/skp

R E P R E S E N T I N G  
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T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  R e s p i r a t o r y  D i s e a s e s .  N o v e m b e r .  > 9 8 7 ,  h a s  n o w 1 s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  " s t r i k i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  s h o r t -  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  c o n s e q u e n c e s "  o f  
m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g .

“ W h y  m i g h t  m a r i j u a n a  b e  m o r e  h a r m f u l  t h a n  t o b a c c o ?  D a i l y  
s m o k i n g  o f  o n l y  a  f e w  m a r i j u a n a  j o i n t s  a p p e a r s  to  b e  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  
s m o k i n g  o v e r  2 0  t o b a c c o  c i g a r e t t e s  a  d a y . . . .  O n e  e x p l a n a t i o n  m a y  b e  
t h a t  t h e  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  a r e  m o r e  i r r i t a t i n g  t o  t h e  l u n g s  t h a n  
t h o s e  o f  t o b a c c o  s m o k e .  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  s m o k e  c o n t e n t s  o f  o n e  j o i n t  o f  
m a r i j u a n a  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o n e  u n f i l t e r e d  t o b a c c o  c i g a r e t t e  o f  t h e  s a m e  
w e i g h t  r e v e a l s  m a n y  s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  b o t h  q u a l i t a t i v e  a n d  q u a n t i t a t i v e ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s .  W h i l e  n i c o t i n e  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t o b a c c o  b u t  
n o t  i n  m a r i j u a n a  A - t e t r a h y d r o c a n n a b i n o l  ( T H C ) — i t s e l f  a  r e s p i r a t o r y  
i r r i t a n t — a n d  m o r e  t h a n  6 0  a d d i t i o n a l  c a n n a b i n o i d  c o m p o u n d s  a r e  p r e s e n t  
i n  m a r i j u a n a  b u t  n o t  i n  t o b a c c o .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k :  c o n t a i n s  
g r e a t e r  t h a n  5 0 %  m o r e  o f  t h e  c a r c i n o g e n i c  p o l y n u c l e a r  a r o m a t i c  
h y d r o c a r b o n s  b e n z a n t h r a c e n e  a n d  b e n z p y r e n e  t h a n  i s  f o u n d  i n  t o b a c c o  
s m o k e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m a l i g n a n t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  a i r w a y s  o f  
f r e q u e n t  u s e r s .

A r o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a t e s  a n d  i r r i t a t i n g  g a s e s  p e r  
c i g a r e t t e  a r e  d e p o s i t e d  a n d  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  l u n g s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  
t h a n  i n  t h e  l u n g s  o f  t o b a c c o  s m o k e r s ,  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  
w h i c h  e a c h  t y p e  o f  c i g a r e t t e  i s  s m o k e d .  T o  i n v e s t i g a t g e  t h e  l a t t e r  
p o s s i b i l i t y ,  w e  a s s e s s e d  s m o k i n g  d y n a m i c s — t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s m o k e  
p a r t i c u l a t e s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  r e s p i r a t o r y  t r a c t  a n d  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  e n d - e x p i r e d  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  w h i l e  a  s i n g l e  m a r i j u a n a  o r  
t o b a c c o  c i g a r e t t e  w a s  s m o k e d .

T h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  t o o k  n e a r l y  t w o f o l d  
l a r g e r  p u f f s ,  i n h a l e d  t h e  s m o k e  i n t o  t h e i r  l u n g s  4 0 %  t o  5 0 %  m o r e  d e e p l y ,  
a n d  r e t a i n e d  t h e  s m o k e  i n  t h e i r  l u n g s  t h r e e  to  f i v e  t i m e s  l o n g e r  t h a n  d i d  
t o b a c c o  s m o k e r s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  
m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  t i m e s  g r e a t e r  i n c r e a s e  i n  e n d - e x p i r e d  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  
a n d  a  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  t i m e s  g r e a t e r  d e l i v e r y  a n d  r e s p i r a t o r y  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  
s m o k e  p a r t i c u l a t e s  f r o m  a  s i n g l e  c i g a r e t t e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  
t h a t  o f  t o b a c c o . "

S a n a y  s p a r g o  
S a f e  H o m e s  o f  J u n e a u
9 5 5  G o l d b e l t  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  
5 8 5 - 6 1 2 2  ( h )
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I l l i n o i s  a d o p t s  ' g r a s s  t a x '  a g a i n s t  d e a l e r s
SPRINGFIELD, 111. (AP) -  

The state has imposed a tax on 
marijuana, cocaine and other il­
legal drugs, but expects that 
most of the revenue from the 
new law will come from sum p 
collectors.

The law requires drug dealers 
to purchase tax sum ps, featur­
ing either a marijuana leaf with 
a ,j'»sh through it or a skull and 
cross bones, and affix them to 
drug packages.

The stamps cost $5 per gram 
for marijuana. £350 per gram for 
other drugs and £2,000 for each 
dose of drugs not sold by weight.

However, no drug dealers 
bought stamps when they went 
on sale Munday, said Helen Ador- 
jan of the state Department of 
Revenue. She thinks stamp col­
lectors will be the most frequent

buyers, although they would 
have to pay the same price as a 
drug dealer.

Olher su te s  have also levied 
taxes on liiegal drugs — not to 
raise money, but to provide an­
other legal weapon against deal­
ers.

Major drug dealers without 
the stamps would be hit the hard­
est. A violator would be subject 
to four times the amount of the 
tax, a £10,000 fine and three years 
in prison.

"An immediate reaction is, 
'Why tax something illegal?’ But 
as you look at it more closely, it 
makes more sense," said Sen. 
David Barkhausen, R-Lake 
Bluff.

Barkhausen, the law’s chief 
sponsor, modeled the “grass 
tax" after a similar law in Min­

nesota, which has sold about ISO 
stamps so far and collected 313 
million In fines since Its inception 
about 18 months ago.

The law provides that dealers 
cannot incriminate themselves 
by buying the stamps, Adorjan 
said. Employees will not even 
ask for names, she said.

Only those who order stamps 
by mail will be required to give 
their names and addresses (or 
return mail, she said.

Illinois State Police spokes­
man Bob Fletcher said the de­
partment is stronlgy in favor of 
the new law.

"People can say the taxes and 
the law are  ridiculous, bu: they 
should think back a little bit and 
remember how AJ Capone was 
convicted," he said.

Capone was convicted of tax 
evasion.
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he drug-rclaiec! deams o: young anu 
prorating athletes focuses attention on a

X major problem in the Untied States. To 
stem the tide of illicit drop use. people 

are ca'img for greater law enforcement, the use of 
drug testing and more educational programs. Vet 

none of those actions gets to the heart of the mat­
te '.

The real issue is the inappropriate use of all 
drugs by each of us. Our national drug problem is 
not just the free-basing of cocaine, excessive use 
of alcohol or the misuse of prescription drugs. It 
is our casual attitude toward aU the drugs we 
Lake and our lack of appreciation of ihcir potency 
and toxicity. It is our unwillingness to under­
stand that many chemicals are actually drugs, 
and our willingness to put those chemicals into 
our bodies unnecessarily.

The tonnage of chemical compounds that this 
nation swallows, injects, inserts or inhales into its 
collective body each year is astronomical. We’re so 
casual about the use of drugs that we don’t even 
consider alcohol, nicotine, aspirin, caffeine and the 
theobromine in chocolate to be drugs.

The crucial factor in all of this is attitude. We 
must adopt a new national philosophy toward 
appropriate drug use. We must minimize usage, 
limit the effects of the so-called social or cultural 
drugs and use prescription drugs in a cost-con­
scious and therapeutically effective manner.

Making such changes in our heterogenous so­
ciety wil' be difficult; cynics might say impossi­
ble. But 1 am not a cynic. The current antismok­
ing campaigns nave shown that massive change 
can happen.

Alcohol use can’t be effectively banned; that 
was tried and failed 60 years ago. However, 
while each individual should continue to have the 
right to use alcohol (ana tobacco), that use 
should not impact negatively on other persons.

While the sale of alcoholic beverages should con­
tinue, penalties for drunk driving should be severe. 
The efforts of Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) and similar groups should be supported. 
The use of the breathalyzer test should be required 
when erratic behavior is seen. The effect of alcohol 
on job performance should be clearly identified and 
treatment p: grams made easily accessible and 
requmed for abusers. Repeat offenders should face 
disciplinary action.

Serious consideration should be given to the 
further decriminalization or ^.ven legalization of 
marijuana. Legal control of marijuana is almost 
impossible, and our limi.ed resources should be 
directed to the control of the more toxic illicit 
substances. While there have been claims that 
the use of marijuana leads to the use of more 
potent oubstances, that has not been substanti­
ated. Just as in the case of alcohol, the individ­
ual’s right of use in private should be allowed, 
but drug-related public actions, such as impaired 
driving, severely penalized.

Increased taxes on social drugs—alcohol, tobac­
co and marijuana—would directly support an ex­
panded National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIPA).

Over-the-counter drugs are generally consid­
ered by the public to be non-drugs, an idea rein­
forced by their relative safety and accessibility. Yet 
each drug does cause side effects, some serious. 
Many interact negatively with oilier drugs.

continues " s  e f t 'r ls  to reiv.asu cvc;-.:.,. .1. p;..- 
scription d:ugs to the OTC market

Prescription drugs arc a major pa: of • 
lives. When we visit a physician, we expect ;s 
receive a magical piece of paper called a pre­
scription. We must ienrn to accept that there are 
times when drug treatment is inappropriate.

As for illegal drugs, we cannot afford, either 
financially or philosophically, to create the kind 
of enforcement envelope around this country 
that would be requir d to block the flow. There­
fore. if the supply can’t be substantially reduced, 
we must.work to reduce the demand.

Why do people take illegal drugs? The reasons 
are numerous and complex. Some include the

S e r i o u s  c c r u s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  

b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  

d e c r i m n i a l i z a t i o n  o r  e v e n  

l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  

O u r  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  m o r e  t o x i c  i l l i c i t  

s u b s t a n c e s .

need to isolate oneself mentally from poor living 
conditions; the thrill of the risks involved; the 
affluence of American society and the great in­
crease in leisure time; peer pressure; and the 
la^k of knowledge of toxic effects. .

One of the most obvious ways of combating 
illicit drug use among the poor is simple, albeit 
expensive and complicated: their environment 
must be changed. This means better housing, 
jobs, education and other activities that help 
build self-esteem, especially among our young 
people. There is no higher priority.

Stopping the use of cocaine and other illicit 
drugs by the affluent will require them to change 
their attitude. They must be educated to under­
stand that these drugs are nbt without toxicity, 
and that each user contributes to the support of a 
terrifying underground drug distribution system 
that will ultimately, if unchecked, destroy the 
entire texture of American life.

Admittedly, change is difficult, but until we do, 
cocaine will continue to flow across our border; 
and up the noses of abusers; heroin, another 
"hound of hell” in the Rev. Jesse Jackson’s mem­
orable phrase, will murder our national spirit; 
drunk drivers will kill thousands of innocent per­
sons; and the costs to society for the inappropri­
ate and misuse of over-the-counter and prescrip­
tion drugs will escalate. ■

Dr. W illiam J. K innard Jr. is the dean o f the 
School o f Pharmacy at the University o f 
M aryland at Baltimore.

Second Opinioti is a forum  fo r points o f view on 
health-related topics. Send articles to Second 
Opinion, Health Section, The Washingto~ Post, 
1150 15th St. A'W. Washington. D.C. 20071.
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1 h a v e  e x a m i n e d  th' -  ;* i rj«l t nc?r? r e p o r t e d  •! .u-v- 3 i l .  “ 5 r' and . Ion ••. - ' i i  ’. ‘ 
'■?. o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  r,‘»gj  r.l a t u r e  a nr' h f e  f e ur . d  f  1 owed a no ifl.a I’ - i i r . - n / ' .

H e r o  i s  a p o i n t  b y  p o i n t  r e b u t t a l  o f  t h e  f m d i m s .  B e g i n n i n g  s e r . i o r . e e . '  
n p o s t r o p h i o s  nr-: d i r e c t  qu a* <■-- f r om Mir- b i l 7 ~ .  R e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Ha t i on a 1 
A c a d e my  o f  S c i e n c e ? :  r e f e r  t o  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n  M a r i h u a n a  and H e a l t h  w h i c h  
r e p o r t ?  t h e i r  1 0 8 2  s t u d y  o f  m a r i j u a n a  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h .  7 h a v e  a l s o  e n c l o s e d  
o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  t * ' p i c  o f  r o c r i m i n a ,  i z a t i o n .

1 )  " THC,  t h e  mi nd a l t e r i n g  i . n c r e d i - n f .  in m a r i j u a n a ,  i s  n o t  s o l u b l e  ; n 
w a t e r ,  b u t  n o o ?  m t o  t h e  f a t t y  t i s s u e s  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  t e s t i c l e s ,  o v a r i e s ,  and 
o ‘ h e r  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  and t a k e s  30 d a y s  t o  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  b o d y ; "

 : •     1

m e t a b o l i t e s  s t a y  m  t h e  b o d y  f o r  up t o  30 d a y s ,  n u t  t h e s e  m e t a b o l i t e s  a r e  r. cn-  
p s y c h o a c t i v e .  Any t o x i c o l o g i s t  c a n  c o n f i r m  t h i s .  U r i n e  t e s t i n g  a d v o c a t e s  
e x p l o i t  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  THC w h i c h  i s  t h e  a c t i v e  i n g r e d i e n t  and i s  
m e t a b o l i s e d  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k l y ,  and i t s  m e t a b o l i t e s  ( c h i e f l y  9 - c a r b o x y - T H C )  
w h i c h  h a v e  no  p s y c h o a c t i v e  e f f e c t  b u t  l i n g e r  i n  t h e  b o d y  f o r  a mont h o r  s o .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  i s  f r o m a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  by  C h e m i c a l  .<*, E n g i n e e r i n g
Mews ( 6 / 2 / 8 6 ) .  " M a r i j u u n a  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o mmo n l y  a b u s e d  d r u g  and t h e  k i n e t i c s  
o f  i t s  m e t a b o l i s m  h a v e  b e e n  s t u d i e d  e x t e n s i v e l y .  I t  i s  a l s o  an u n u s u a l  dr ug  
i n  t . h a t  i t  c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d  i n  u r i n e  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  V e r y  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  
o n c i n a l  d r u g ,  D e l t a - 9 - t e t r a h y d r o c a n n a b i n o l  o r  THC,  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  u r i n e .  T h e '  
c h e m i c a l  i s  a b s o r b e d  f r o m  t h e  b l o o d  i n t o  b o d y  f a t  t i s s u e  w h e r e  i t  i s  
e l i m i n a t e d  a s  i t  i s  s l o w l y  m e t a b o l i z e d .  . . ( m e t a b o l i t e s )  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  
u r i n e  f o r  l o n g e r  t h a n  a mont h . . . '

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  i s  f r o m  a C e n t e r  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  MMWR R e p o r t
( 9 / 1 6 / S 3 ) .  " S t u d i e s  i n v o l v i n g  humans i n d i c a t e  t h a t  80% -  90% o f  t h e  t o t a l  
d o s e  o f  D e i t a - 9 - T H C  i s  e x c r e t e d  w i t h i n  5 d a y s  -  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20% i n  u r i n e  and 
65% m  f e c e s . "

M o s t  e x p e r t s  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  m e t a b o l i t e s  d i s a p p e a r  1 0  t o  1 4  d a y s  a f t e r  
i n g e s t i o n  i n  m o s t  c a s e s .  U r i n e  t e s t s  d e t e c t  t h e s e  m e t a b o l i t e s ,  w h i c h  i s  why  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t e s t s  t o  i n d i c a t e  
r e c e n t  u s e ,  n o t  i n t o x i c a t i o n  o r  i m p a i r m e n t .  I f  THC r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  f o r  
30 d a y s ,  a nd r e m a i n e d  a c t i v e ,  t h e  u r i n e  t e s t s  w o u l d  b e  m a r k e t e d  a s  a w a y  t o  
i n d i c a t e  i m p a i r m e n t .  T h e y  a r e n ' t .

2 )  " t h e  b u i L d u p  o f  THC i n  t h e  b o d y  c a u s e s  t h e  u s e r  t o  s mo k e  mo r e  
m a r i j u a n a  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  h i g h  and may r e s u l t  i n  l o s s  o f  s l - ^ e c ,  
a p p e t i t e ,  and i n i t i a t i v e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m o o d i n e s s  and d e p r e s s i o n ; "

T h e  " b u i l d u p  o f  THC" i s  a c t u a l l y  t o l e r a n c e  t o  t h e  d r u g ,  a p h y s i o l o g i c a l  
r e s p o n s e  humans  and a n i m a l s  h a v e  t o  a n y  d r u g .  I t  o c c u r s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
THC b u i l d u p ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  o t h e r  c o m p l e x  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .

■



T h o r ?  n* c: i .  • • • •• . 'hr,  r<? t i ;  i n r .  )ir» cvi 's**-.  •pnr»‘*r.t •*.
N a t i o n a l  f t c i ^ r n y  o f  •r.-**1'* f o n d  t h  »• : r u n  Tr>«i.-* « v  m r r i f  ‘ n’-' t h . i ~  ' "  i  
s y mpt om r a t h e r  t h a n  \ •* i • i ~  *>! n o n t . i l  r r  I l l u s i o n s  in i ' n l l u - . m '  i
•. !0 o f t e n  s u b j e c t i v e  p h o n o - v  : n  i n f l u e n c e d  by  an m i i v :  h n  1 s  n o n ' . i !  sr . V' . e  i n :  

t h e  p o w e r  c f  s u g g e s t i o n .  7 n d i v i  i m l  s  s u c - c o p t  i b l e  t o  l a p s e s  i n  t h e i r  i r r p  
r e a l i t y  w i l l  compound t h e : r  m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  . : s e  o f  a l c o h o l ,  
m a r i j u a n a ,  o r  o t h e r  d r u g s .

M a r i j u a n a  u s e r s  do nof  h a l l u c i n a t e .  T h e y  ho  e x p e r i e n c e  an a l t e r  a t ; - " -  *1 
t h e i r  s p a c e  p e r c e p t i o n ,  an 1 an a p p a r e n t  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  c o l o r s .  T h e s e ,  
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  i mpai r me r , '  o f  m o t o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  a r e  r e a s o n s  why  m a r i j u a n a  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  w h i l - -  d r i v i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e .  H o w e v e r ,  t o  c a l l  t h e s e  
e f f e c t s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  " h a l l u c i n a t i o n s "  i s  m i s l e a d i n g  i f  n o t  u n t r u t h f u l .  
I n d i v i d u a l s  who  t a k e  LSD h a l  1 n ~ n a t e .  I n d i v i d u a l s  d e t o x i f y i n g  f r o m  a l c o h o l  
a d d i c t i o n  h a l l u c i n a t e .  H a l l u c i n a t e  me a n s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s e e s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
i s n ' t  t h e r e .  M a r i j u a n a  us-’ r c  : o n o t  h a l l u c i n a t e .

T h e  n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Drug A b u s e ' s  p a m p h l e t ,  " M a r i j u a n a " ,  i s  f a r  
f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  b e s t  s o u r c e  o n  m a r i j u a n a ' s  e f f e c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t ' s  c l a i m s  a r e  
b a s e d  f a r  mo r e  on a c t u a l  r e s e a r c h  t h a n  p o p u l a r  m y t h s .  I t  m a k e s  no m e n t i o n  o’ 
h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  i l l u s i o n s ,  o r  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .

M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as  a p a i n  k i l l e r  i s  r e f e r e n c e d  a b o v e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
d o s e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e n d e r  an i n d i v i d u a l  o b l i v i o u s  t o  b o d y  s i g n a l s  s u c h  as  p a i n  
f a r  e x c e e d s  s t a n d a r d  l e v e l s  o f  u s e .  A s u f f i c i e n t  d o s e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  
w o u l d  a l s o  p u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  s l e e p .  I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  p r e s e - t s  a n y  
d a n g e r  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  t o  s o c i e t y .

6)  " a l t h o u g h  i t  may t a k e  a h e a v y  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k e r  a s  l o n g  a s  2 0  y e a r s  
t o  d e v e l o p  l u n g  c a n c e r ,  o n e  m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  a d a y  may c a u s e  l u n g  c a n c e r  i n  
t h r e e  y e a r s ; "

M a r i j u a n a  i s  u s e d  d a i l y  b y  o v e r  6 m i l l i o n  A m e r i c a n s ,  a c c c  d i n g  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Drug A b u s e .  M a r i j u a n a  h a s  b e e n  a p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
d r u g  u s e d  b y  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  y o u n g  A m e r i c a n s  s i n c e  1 9 G 5 .  T h e r e  i s  no 
r e c o r d  o f  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h i s  f i n d i n g .  I f  t h i s  f i n d i n g  w e r e  t r u e ,  
we  w o u l d  h a v e  m i l l i o n s  o f  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  y o u n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  l u n g  c a n c e r  
f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .  T h e  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  d o n ' t  e x i s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
f a l s e .

The- N a t i o n a l  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n o  and 
t o b a c c o  s m o k i n g  c a n  n o t  b e  c o m p a r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  m g e s t i o r. d i f f e r  s c  
g r e a t l y .  M a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  s mo k e  f a r  m a t e r i a l s  a d a y  t h a n  t o b a c c o
s m o k e r s  ( u p  t o  2 c i g a r e t t e s  a d a y  c o m p a r e ;  t o  2 "  -  *50) ,  b u t  t h e v  i n h a l e  t h e  
s mo k e  f a r  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  l u n g s .  Or. t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  many m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  
u s e  a w a t e r p i p e  ( o r  " b o n g " )  w h i c h  f i l t e r s  o u t  ma ny ,  b u t  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h e  t a r s  
t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  l u n g  c a n c e r .

C l a i m s  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  mor e  c a r c i n o g e n i c  t h a n  t o b a c c o  a r e  c o m p e l l e d  b y  
a l o g i c  t h a t  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  m a r i j u a n a  i s  i l l e g a l  ( e x c e p t  i n  A l a s k a )  i t  
h a s  t o  b e  mo r e  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  t o b a c c o  ( o r  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t h a n  a l c o h o l ) .  The  
• c l a i m s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  u n d i s p u t e d  f a c t  t h a t  m a r i i u a n a  c o n t a i n s  mo r e  t a r  t h a n  
t o b a c c o ,  b u t  i g n o r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n g e s t i o n  a nd  d o s a g e  t h a t  make  
c o m p a r i s o n s  i n a c c u r a t e .  M a r i j u a n a  s m o k e  i s  b a d  f o r  t h e  l u n g s ,  i t  d o e s



tr.  M.c f >rm.it vs :  <~\ r n n  and T i ~  >•.<- .r>.: • , ;v, •
v »  v :  ’ . :>.*■; i t n  o f  r  > ne  s  f u-? i - ’ P * . •  ; -i i s  '' •. •••. - *
( ...... .1 . -,f • in mi-)r i  j i j i n  u s e .

Mon- t h e !  er -s ,  i t .  i u  . rot  t r u s  t h - v .  a m a r i j u a n a  c j c - j r  - - t o  a . i l y  f-.v t h  
••■•Mr:- \-j I j caus**  l u n o  c a n c e r .  T o f  f m y  own l u m p  an ': c o n t i n u e d  h e a l t h  i r- 
o r  o - f .

" T H f  3f  f e e l s  e g g s ,  s p e r . n ,  s e x u a l  M o r m o m n ,  am: “ h e  d e v e l  j p m e n t  o f  
‘  • . us ,  a m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  may r e s u l t  i n  d e f o r m e d  o r  r e d  o r f s p r i n g  ■ "

r : . ‘ » r e  a r e  mo d o c u m e n t e d  c a s e s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  u s *  c a u s i n g  a g e n e t i c  
• ' • - formi  t y . I  c h a l l e n g e  a n y o n e  t o  p r o v i d e  o n e .

7n A n r i  I ,  1 5 3 4  Rai ch,  H. ng o or .  d e l i v e r e d  a p a p e r  a - ’ JORML c o n f e r e n c e  r 
" * f  f  •’ ■ ' f f  o f  M a r i j u a n a  * J m  on P r e g n a n t  Wo me n " . 7 r .  di r .  i s o n ’ s  c o n c l u s i o n  wa s
• . a*  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  d u r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  may r e s u l t  i n  a s - a l i e r  b i r t . n  w e i g h t  f o r  
* h «  f e f ’. s ,  b u t  i n  an a l l o w a b l e  r a n g e  < s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  b i r t h  w e i c h t  f o  
n a m e s  f r o m  n i c o t i n e  o r  a l c o h o l  u s i n g  m o t h e r s .  ) h’CP.Xl h a s  b e e n  p u b l i c i s i n g  
t h i s  s i n c e  1 9 8 4 .  We r e g u l a r l y  h e a r ,  t h o u g h ,  f r o m m o t h e r s  who  u s e d  m a r i j u a n a  
d u r i n c  p r e g n a n c y  who d e l i v e r e d  b a b i e s  o f  n o r m a l  w e i g h t .

l a b o r a t o r y  t e s t s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  u n d e r  some c o n d i t i o n s ,  l a r g e  d o s e  
r f  " l : C a f f e c t  t h e  e g g s ,  s p e r m ,  and s e x u a l  h o r m o n e s  o f  r a t s  and o t h e r  a n i m a l s  
7h*»ra i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  THC i n h i b i t s  s p e r m  m o b i l i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

j c a m  on f e r t i l i t y  s e e m  t o  b e  n e g l i g i b l e  -  a s  m i l l i o n s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  
s - o k i n c  p a r e n t s  w i l l  a t t e s t  t o .

T h e  M a t i o n a l  Ac a d e my  o f  S c i e n c e s  r e p o r t  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  ha 
no  e f f e c t  o n  c h r o m o s o m e s  o r  f e r t i l i t y .

3  " o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  m a r i j u a n a  i n c l u d e  i r r e v e r s i b l e  c h a n g e  
i n  t h e  b r a i n ,  s i n u s i t i s ,  p h a r y n g i t i s ,  b r o n c h i t i s ,  e mp h y s e m a ,  i n c r e a s e d  h e a r t  
r a t e ,  and d e c r e a s e d  b l o o d  c i r c u l a t i o n ; "

M a r i j u a n a  u s e  d o e s  n o t  c a u s e  b r a i n  d a m a g e .  MICA r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  
p r o o f  t h a t  i t  d o e s .  My o f f i c e  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .  H i s  d a t a  a c t u a l l y  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a d o e s  o f  ?0 m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  a d a y  f o r  30 y e a r s  w o u l d  no 
r e u s e  b r a i n  d a m a g e .  What  MICA b a s e d  t h e i r  c o mme n t s  on w a s  h i s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  

m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  f o r  30 y e a r s  w o u l d  c a u s e  s l i g h t  p r e m a t u r e  s e n i l i a .  
An i n d i v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  s m o k e  a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  e v e r y  3  m i n u t e s  f o r  
h o u r s  a d a y ,  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t o  s u f f e r  a n y  b r a i n  da ma g e  -  i f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  
■ m  ~ u s : v e . T h e  e n c l o s e d  MOP. Mb p r e s s  r e l e a s e  c i t e d  a b f - e  r e :  m a r i ' u a r . a  
: ' V . e o c y  c o n t a i n s  mor e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .

S m o k i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  l u n g  and s i n u s  p r o b l e m s ,  and m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g  
n o  d i f f e r e n t .  M a r i j u a n a  d o e s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  h e a r t  r a t e  a n d / o r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  
s o me  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  NORML c a u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  
c a r d i  o v a s c u l a r  p r o b l e m s .

9 }  " o t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  m a r i g u a n a  i n c l u d e  l o s s  o f  memory  
i m p a i r m e n t  i n  t h i n k i n g ,  r e a d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  and v e r b a l  and a r i t h m e t i c  
p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g ;  i m p a i r m e n t  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  d i s t a n c e  and t i m e ;  and a n x i e t y ,  
p a n i c ,  p a r a n o i a ,  p s y c h o s i s ,  e n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e . "



T h e  symptom-* meh' . . i  o n - - : ~ o ;  >ny r ~ ' 5 . ' ; a t : on o f  m r i  ^  -iria i i r"  : r . - v
; n  l i v  : i : n l s ,  mol P . -  b u i l d ; ; - • • ’ • hr. . y .  A -, v  i r i * . y  *•:* r i r  1 j u- in • *s-ir ■•..•; -
•■‘ v n c r  i e r . r e  no s i d e - e f f e c t r  f r s r  -*.-. s a t  1 nr. o f  u s * .  I f  d m * ' -'  s y mp t o m*  m u ;  -  : t  • 
m y t h i n o ,  t h e y  i n d i c n t *  t i e  ;••*•' a* l a - k  o f  s e r i o u s  s i d e - e f f e c t s  f r o m 
c a s s a t i o n  o f  u s * ,  u n l i k e  f h o s *  a s s o c ;  a* *■ ] v i t n  a l c o h o l  and o p i a t *  w i t h d r a w a l .

3 1  " i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a human b e i n g  t o  o v e r d o s e  f r o m  t h e  u s *  o f  
m a r i j u a n a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  1 *. i s  us-*-d i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l ,  b e c a u s e  i t  
i n c r e a s e s  t h e  e f f e c t *  o f  a l ' o h o l ; "

T h e r e  i s  nc r e c o r d  o f  a n y o n e  e v e r  d y i n g  ‘ r o n  an o v e r d o s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a s t  t o x i c  d r u g s  known t o  man.

R a p h a e l  M e c h o u l a m ,  who i s o l a t e d  t h e  mai n i n g r e d i e n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  (THC'  
h a s  e d i t e d  C n n n a b i n o i d s  a s T h e r a pe u t i c  A g e n t s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  an a r t i c l e  b y  
Mark S e g a l  on M a r i j u a n a ' s  p o t e n t i a l  as  an a n a l g e s i c .  He r e p o r t s  t h a t  
m a r i j u a n a  h a s  p r o r . s e  a s  a - a m  k i l l e r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  . i o n - a d d i c t i v e  and do-r.s 
n o t  d e p r e s s  t h e  r e s p i r a t o r y  t r a c t  ( u n l i k e  o p i o d s . ) M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  a s  a 
p a i n - k i l l e r  i s  r e p o r t e d  by  th.e n a t i o n a l  Ac ade my  o f  S c i e n c e s ,  and by  R o g e r
H o f f ma n  i n  t h e  b o o k  M a r i m a r . a  a s  M e d i c i n e ; i t s  p r o m i s e  r e s t s  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t
f i n d i n g  - 3  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  f a l s e .

M a r i j u a n a  i s  a m i l d  i n t o x i c a n t ,  and a s  s u c h  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  i n t o x i c a n t s ,  w h e t h e r  m a r i j u a n a  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  
•of a l c o h o l ,  o r  c o m p l i c a t e s  t h e m ,  o r  j u s t  how o n e  w o u l d  s u b j e c t i v e l y  d e s c r i b e  
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  m i x i n g  t h e  t w o ,  i s  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  m u l t i p l e  d r u g  u s e  
p r o v i d e s  m . u l t i p l *  s a f e t y  c o n c e r n s .  M a r i j u a n a ,  t h o u g h ,  h a s  f a r  l e s s  s e v e r e  
c r o s s - r e a c t i o n  w i t h  . a l c o h o l  t h a t  b a r b i t u a t e s  o r  t r a n q u i l i z e r s  s u c h  a s  v a l i u m .  
Onc e  a g a i n ,  a g o o d  t o x i c o l o g i s t  c a n  p r o v i d e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s .

4)  " t h e  THC c o n t e n t  o f  a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  1 0  y e a r s  a g o  w a s  o n e
p e r c e n t ,  b u t  i s  a s  h i g h  a s  1 0  p e r c e n t  De r  c i g a r e t t e  t o d a y ; "

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  j a i l i n g  p e o p l e  f o r  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  t h i s  
a r g u m e n t  a s  i f  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  t e n  t i m e s  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  i t  
u s e d  t o  b e .  The  p r e m i s e  t h a t  an i n c r e a s e  i n  p o t e n c y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  an i n c r e a s e  
i n  d a n g e r  i s  l o g i c a l l y  u n s o u n d .  As  w i t h  a l c o h o l ,  c o n s u m e r s  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  
h i g h e r  p o t e n c y  b y  c o n s u m i n g  s m a l l e r  d o s e s .  A n y o n e  who c o u n s e l s  a l c o h o l i c s  
w i l l  c o n f i r m  t h a t  b e e r  i s  n o  l e s s  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  w h i s k e y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  
a l e s s e r  p o t e n c y .

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  l i a s  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p o t e n c y  a r g u m e n t  
l o r  s ome t i m e .  T h e  e n c l o s e d  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  r e f e r s  t o  a Mew Y o r k  T i m e s  r e p o r t  
: *  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  ha d  i n c r e a s e d  t o  an a v e r a g e  p o t e n c y  o f  3 .  o'5 , and t h a t
t u i s  w a s  an a l a r m i n g  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  s e v e n t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  1 9 3 0 ,  T h e  T i m e s  

. r a n  a s i m i l a r  s t o r y ,  o n l y  a t  t h a t  t i n e  t h e y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  m a . 1 j u a n a  ha d an 
a v e r a g e  p o t e n c y  o f  4%. S o ,  m a r i j u a n a  h a s  a c t u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  i n  p o t e n c y ,  i f  
y o u  b e 1 . e v e  The  T i m e s .

5 }  " M a r i j u a n a  c a u s e s  s c h i z o p h r e n i a ,  i l l u s i o n s ,  and h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a d u l l i n g ,  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  u s e r  i s  
u n a b l *  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  b o d y  s i g n a l s ,  s u c h  a s  p a i n ; "
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‘wo  to t!i r*e hours tft*r v  • ■ i o n . T h e r e  j- no •"•videnc'-- of p r o !’-*" !

impai r m e n t  from m a r i j u a n a  . • *. T h e  e f f n u*s d e s c r i b e d  ibr«vr u p  to la*.. * no* 

i n c l u d i n g  anxiety are t h’ •■‘.-term e f f e c t s  -desir * ■ the m a r i j u a n a  t t .

T h e  d a n g e r  o f  teen a g e  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  i * t h a t  m a n y  t e e n s  .are n r  o n e  ! o  r : 

r e l a x a t i o n  a n d  s t u d y i n g ,  m e a n i n g  t h e y  t h i n k  it ir? o k a y  t o  s t u d y  w h i l e  hio'n o n  

m a r i j u a n a  or w h i l e  d r i n k i n g  b<v-r. I m p a i r m e n t  l i m i t s  t h e  a b i l i t y  ' o  l e a r n ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s .  T h i s  ir w h y  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t* 

d e t e r  a d o l e s c e n t s  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e ,  a n d  .a p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  w h y  M O P  MI. a d v o c a t e s  

l e g a l i z i n g  m a r i j u a n a  f o r  a d u l t s  ( a n d  s h u t t i n g  d o w n  t h e  b l a c k  m a r k e t  t h a t  w i l l  

s rall t o  s t u d e n t s .1 H o w e v e r  9 0 ^  o f  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  a r e  a d u l t s  w h o s e  l e a r n i n g  

s k i l l s  a r e  u n i m p a i r e d  b y  t h e i r  o c c a s i o n a l ,  m o d e r a t e  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .

M a r i j u a n a  p r o d u c e s  a c o n d i t i o n  s i m i l a r  to s t r e s s  or, t h e  h u n a n  b o d y  ( f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in h e a r t  r a t e . )  M o s t  u s e r s  f i n d  t h i s  p l e a s u r a b l e  

' i r o n i c a l l y  e v e n  t h e  o n e s  w h o  c l a i m  t h e y  u s *  m a r i j u a n a  t o  a l l e v i a t e  stress'), 

s e m e  f i r s t  t i m e  u s e r s  d o  n o t .  T h i s  is w h a t  a c c o u n t s  t o  r e p o r t s  o f  a n x i e t y  

s t t r c k s  b y  n e w  o r  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  u s e r s  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  N o  e v e r y b o d y  w h o  t r i e s  

m a r i j u a n a  l i k e s  it, n o r  d o e s  e v e r y o n e  w h o  u s e s  it d o e s  s o  w i t h o u t  i l l - e f f e c t .  

P e o p l e  w i t h  p r e - e x i s t i n g  m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s ,  as m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  a r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  

t o  ire! a b u s e .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  r e p o r t s  o f  p a n i c ,  p a r a n o i u ,  a n d  

p s y c h o s i s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .

T h e  i s s u e  of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  h o t l y  d e b a t e d  f o r  t w e n t y  

y e a r s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  m i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  A m e r i c a n s  u s e  m a r i j u a n a  

r e g u l a r l y .  I c o n t e n d  t h e y  d o  s o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e n j o y  u s i n g  m a r i j u a n a .  W h e t h e r  

“h e y  a r e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o r  n o t  i s  a m o o t  p o i n t .  M a r i j u a n a  i s  n o t  

a n  a d d i c t i v e  d r u g ,  n o r  a d a n g e r o u s  o n e .  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  it a r e  

c u l t u r a l ,  n o t  m e d i c a l  o r  b i o l o g i c a l .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  t o  b e l a b o r  t h e  p o i n t ,  s o m e  

p e o p l e  w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a b u s e  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  o t h e r  d r u g s .  A s  w i t h  

a n x i e t y ,  p a n i c ,  p a r a n o i a  a n d  p s y c h o s i s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e  is n o t  a n  

o b s e r v e d  s i d e - e f f e c t  in t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  m a j o r i t y  o f  m a r i j u a n a  u s e r s .

A d d i t i o n a l  C o m m e n t s

T o  b e  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  a t  b e s t  c o n s t i t u t e  h o r r i b l e  

d i s t o r t i o n s  a n d  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s .  At w o r s t ,  t h e y  

a r e  d e c e p t i v e  l i e s  a n d  h a l f - t r u t h s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m i s l e a d  trie l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  r e b u t t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  d e a l s  w i t h  h e a l t h  

: * c u e s  h e c o a r e  o f  t h e  l o g i c  o f  t h e  b i l l s .

f t h e r  v a l i d  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  

c e t e r a l l y  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r i n g  in t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s .  T h i s  

•.a t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  to p r i v a c y  c l a u s e  in t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

A l s o ,  t h e  A l a s k a n  p o l i c e  h a v e  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  t o  1o w i t h  t h e i r  t i n e  a n d  y o u r  t a x  

m o n e y  t h a n  a r r e s t  m a r i j u a n a  o f f e n d e r s .  A l s o ,  if t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  it w i l l  

l i k e l y  b e  c h a l l e n g e d  i n  c o u r t  a s  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  R a v i n  v s . S t a t e .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  P o l i c y  B o a r d  (N D E P B ) ( J a n .  1 9 8 7 )  s t a t e s  t h a t  

" b e c a u s e  t h e  d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p o s s e s s i o n  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  s t a n d a r d
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i'j r.:m<*nt. indica* • l it A* t-'>rney General, i.e. 

g:",,ir n m ^ n t , 1? in the f jrofront ‘ rh i m *  A l a n k a’s laws.
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M'-.-.y o f  the- c l a i m s  re;:r-‘s e n t e 1 t h e  a b o v e  finding.: r e p l i c a t e  - 

r r . E ? ? ' A n a l y s i s  t h e  T o r e u t i c  T-ar - a b i s T r o b l e n  a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l  

~os'>jns<;, { 3 / 3 6 } .  T h e  s o u r c e  : t e  d w j s  a T r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  Adrr.ir. i s t r a  : i * :• 
r e p o r t  " T h e  H e a l t h  I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  M a r i h u a n a  V s e . "  It i - r i f t  w* tr. p h r - s  

s u c h  a s  " r e s e a r c h  s u g o e s t s , "  " h a v e  n e o n  o b s e r v e d , "  " m a r :  j"-.na -.»y," a :: ■' 

r* : * i o u s  t e r m i n o l o g y  vhici. av.-iis m a k i n g  a d i r e c t  c o n c l u s i o n .  T* is 

o p i n i o n  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t:.ese : h i t s  t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t  l a v  er.f..r'■-tvr. ••1 r 

a t t e m p t  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  l a v s  w.nich t h e y  a r e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  -t. f o r c e .

S o c i a l  bias o f t e n  ;.rterfe "es v/ith so u n d  s c i e n t i f i c  reasoning. 

n o t i o n  tr.at m a r i j u a n a  is illegal so it m u s t  be d a n g e r o u s  is the ’rivint 

rtl i o o a l*  b e h i n d  the iun.i rr cus c o m m e n t s  about m a r i j u a n a  above. The strut- 

:>*' toe O E ? 3 is to j u s t i f y  t h r i r  i n c r e a s i n g  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t s  b\ t u r n i n g  ir1 

’ luc'.t .or. r rocr a m s  intc lav e n f o r c e m e n t  propaga n d a .
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W h y  i s  I t  t h o t  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  c a n n a b i s  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  
r c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  l e w s  a g a i n s t  u s e  a n d  d e a l i n g  8re  t h e  h a r s h e s t  i n  t h e  

w o r l d ?  L o n g  b e f o r e  s c i e n t i s t s  e v e r  g o t  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  l a w  
m a k e r s  s a w  w h a t  t h i s  d r u g  d i d  t o  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n s .  I n  T a i w a n ,  I r a n ,  
A l g e r i a ,  T u r k e y ,  s m u g g l i n g  o r  s e l l i n g  p o t  o r  h a s h i s h  c a n  b r i n g  l o n g - t e r m  
p e r i s o n  s e n t e n c e s  u p  t o  3 0  y e a r s .  I n  B u r m a ,  B o l i v i a ,  I n d i a ,  I r a q ,  K e n y a ,  a n d  
T u r k e y ,  y o u  c a n  b e  c l a p p e d  i n t o  j a i l  f o r  t w o  t o  1 0  y e a r s  f o r  s m o k i n g  p o t .  
W h y  w o u l d  s u c h  l e w s  b e  m a d e  i f  t h e  d r u g  w e r a  s o  h a r m l e s s ?

T h e  t w o  m a i n  d r u g  p r o d u c t s  o f  c a n n a b i s  e r e  m e r i j u a n o  a n d  h a s h i s h .  
M a r i j u a n a  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c r u d e l y  p r e p a r e d  
f o r  s m o k i n g ,  p r i m a r i l y  b y  d r y i n g .  H a s h i s h  e s s e n t i a l l y  i s  r e s i n  f r o m  t h e  
p l a n t .

A t  a 1 9 2 5  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O p i u m  C o n f e r e n c e ,  E g y p t  a n d  T u r k e y  r e f u s e d  
t o  s i g n  a n y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  a b o u t  o p i u m  a n d  h e r o i n ,  u n l e s s  
d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a g r e e d  t o  p u t  c a n n a b i s  i n  t h e  s a m e  " d a n g e r o u s  
d r u g "  c a t e g o r y .  A n d  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  c a n n a b i s - u s i n g  
c o u n t r i e s  w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  d e m a n d .  T h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  h o d  s e e n  w h a t  
c a n n a b i s  h a d  d o n e  t o  t h e i r  m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  ( W o m e n  i n  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  
n e v e r  u s e d  t h e  d r u g ;  n o r  d i d  m i d d l e  o r  u p p e r  c l a s s  m e n . )

T h e  U .  S .  s i g n e d  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a s h o u l d e r  s h r u g .  A f t e r  W o r l d  
W a r  I I  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c h a n g e d .  P o t  b e c a m e  p o r t  o f  t h e  n e w  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  
y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  " s w i n g e r s . "  W h e n  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  f r o m  7 4  c o u n t r i e s  m e t  i n  1 9 6 1  a t  a U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  S i n g l e  
C o n v e n t i o n  o n  N a r c o t i c  D r u g s ,  t h e  U .  S .  d e l e g a t e s  s i g n e d  t h e  n e w  c a n n a b i s  
l a w  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m .  T h r  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h o  5 0 0  d e l e g a t e s — i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  
o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  m o s t  n o t e d  p h a r m a c o l o g i s t s — w a s  u n a n i m o u s .

T h e y  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  "t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  c a n n a b i s  w a s  d a n g e r o u s  f r o m  
e v e r u  p o i n t  o f  v i e w , w h e t h e r  p h u s i c a l . m e n t a l , o r  s o c i a l . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
t h e y  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  d r u g  s h o u l d  b e  f o r b i d d e n ,  a n d  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  7 4  
n a t i o n s  s i g n i n g  t h e  t r e a t y  c o u l d  m a k e  c a n n a b i s  l e g a l  i n  t h e i r  l a n d .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s '  l e v e l  h a s  b e e n  
o v e r r i d e n  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l .  A s k  o u r  l o c a l  
p o l i c e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  A s k  t h o s e  y o u t h  w h o  b u y  i t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  f o r  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  W h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a d e m a n d ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  s u p p l y .

b j n d y  S p a r g o  ^ S O U R C E : P O T  S A F A R I ,  A  V I S I T  T O  T H E
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D r .  E t h e l  S a s s e n r a t h  i s  t h e  o n l y  s c i e n t i s t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  h a v e  d o n e  
s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  l o n g - t e r m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  o n  f e m a l e  
r h e s u s  m o n k e y s  a n d  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .

R h e s u s  m o n k e y s  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  m a r i j u a n a  m o l e c u l e  i n  a w a y  s i m i l a r  
t o  h u m a n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  r >  o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  h u m a n s .  T h e  
e n d o c r i n e  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s  t h e  m e n s t r u a l  c y c l e ,  i s  v i r t u a l l y  
i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  h u m a n  a n d  t h e  f e m a l e  r h e s u s  m o n k e y .

D r .  S a d d e n r a t h  g a v e  h e r  m o n k e y s  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  6 1  k n o w n  
c a n n a b i n o i d s  i n  m a r i j u a n a — t h e  f a m o u s  T H C .  S h e  f e d  t h e  T H C  to  t h e  
m o n k e y s  i n  a c o o k i e  e v e r y  d a y  f o r  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  y e a r s .  E a c h  r e c e i v e d  a d o s e  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  s a m e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  T H C  i n  i t s  b l o o d  t h a t  a 
h u m a n  w o u l d  h a v e  w h o  s m o k e d  o n e  j o i n t  a d a y .

R e m e m b e r ,  t h e  p r e g n a n t  m o n k e y s  w e r e  f e d  o n l y  o n e  c a n n a b i n o i d — T H C .  
A  p r e g n a n t  h u m a n  w o u l d  b e  e x p o s e d  t o  a l l  6 1  c a n n a b i n o i d s  i n  a m a r i j u a n a  
j o i n t ,  m a k i n g  t o x i c i t y  p r e s u m a b l y  g r e a t e r .

R e s u l t s  c a n  b e  s u m m e d  u p  i n  o n e  s t a r t l i n g  s t a t i s t i c .  T h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  
l o s s  w a s  44 p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  T H C - f e d  m o t h e r s  a n d  1 2  p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  
u n d r u g g e d  m o t h e r s .  T e n  t o  1 2  p e r c e n t  i s  a n o r m a l  b i r t h  l o s s  i n  a m o n k e y  
c o l o n y ,  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i n j u r y ,  i n f e c t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  o r d i n a r y  c a u s e s .  I n  t h e  
c a s e  o f  t h e  T H C  m o t h e r s ,  b i r t h  l o s s  o c c u r r e d  f r o m  e a r l y  s p o n t a n e o u s  
a b o r t i o n ,  f e t a l  d e a t h s ,  s t i l l -  b i r t h s ,  a n d  i n f a n t  d e a t h  j u s t  a f t e r  b i r t h .

T h e r e  w a s  n o t  o n e  T H C  b a b y  w h o  d i d  n o t  h a v e  s o m e  s u b t i l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a b n o r m a l i t y  i n  o n e  o r  m o r e  s y s t e m s  ( n e r v o u s ,  
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  o r  u r i n a r y )  a n d / o r  p l a c e n t a l  a b n o r m a l i t y .  I n  h u m a n  
s t u d i e s ,  r a d i o o c t i v l y - t a g g e d  T H C  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  
i n  t h e  p l a c e n t a .  I t  a l s o  c r o s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a c e n t a ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
w h e n  t h e  p o t - s m o k i n g  m o t h e r  g e t s  h i g h ,  s o ,  p r e s u m a b l y ,  d o e s  h e r  
d e v e l o p i n g  b a b y .  N o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a b n o r m a l i t i e s  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  
c o n t r o l  b a b y  m o n k e y s  o r  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  8 0  r h e s u s  b a b i e s  f r o m  n o n - d r u g g e d  
m o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p r i m a t e  c o l o n y  w h o  h a d  d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d :

1. W a t e r  o n  t h e  b r a i n .
2 .  D e g e n e r a t i v e  c h a n g e s  i n  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  h e a r t  m u s c l e  a n d  t h e  u m b i l i c a l  v e s s e l s .
3 .  A c u t e  k i d n e y  d i s o r d e r  i n  t h e  r e c y l c i n g  o f  t h e  n e c e s a r y  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  n u t r i e n t s  o f  t h e  b l o o d ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  t h e  w a s t e .
4.  B l o c k a g e  o f  t h e  c a n a l  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  t e s t e s  d e s c e n d .
5 .  D e a d  t i s s u e  i n  t h e  p l a c e n t a .
6 . D e p l e t i o n  o f  b l o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  i n  t h e  

l y m p h  n o d e s  t o  c o m b a t  i n f e c t i o n s ;  d e p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
r e d  a n d  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  i n  t h e  b o n e  m o r r o w — t h e  c e n t e r  o f  c e l l  
f o r m a t i o n .  M O R E
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D e a r  F d i t o r ,

I  r e c e n t l y  r e a d  i n  y o u r  p a p e r  o f  F a i r b a n k s a n s  w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

c r i m i n a l i z e  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  ( A t  p r e s e n t ,  a n y  s a l e  o r  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  o n e  c i g a r e t t e  i s  a l r e a d y  a g a i n s t  t ^ e  l a w ) .  T h e s e  

a r e  a  f e w  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  m e  b y  o n e  l e g i s l a t o r  I  k n o w  - f o r  j j h i j  w t  (((W F  F'O*

1 .  A l t h o u g h  t t ’ s  f a i r l y  c l e a r  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  u n h e a l t h y ,  l o g i c  w o u l d  h a v e  

t o b a c c o  a n d  a l c o h o l  o u t l a w e d  f i r s t  a s  b o t h  h a v e  p r o v e n  t o  b e  f a r  m o r e  d a m a g i n g  

t o  h e a l t h  a s  w e l l l a s  m o r e  a d d i c t i v e .  P r o h i b i t i n g  a l c o h o l  i n  t h e  2 0 ' s  was n o t
i

a  s u c c e s s .

2 .  I n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o w s  n o  c a s e s  i n  A l a s k a  o f  v i o l e n t  

c r i m e s  b e i n g  c o m m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

3 .  T h e  T r o o p e r s  a n d  c i t y  P o l i c e  f o r c e  h a v e  b e e n  c u t .  T h e y  h a v e  t o l d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e

t h a t  i f  m a r i j u a n a  i s  c r i m i n a l i z e d  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w ;cases
i t ' s  t o o  l o w  a p r i o r i t y  c o m p a r e d  t o  m o r e ■ v i o l e n t  a n d  d a m a g i n g ^ d e m a n d .  t h e i r  

l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s . T h a t  w o u l d n ' t  c a s t  u s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  d o  we w a n t  l a w s  t h a t  a r e  

n o t  e n f o r c e d ?

4. M a r i j u a n a  i s  o n l y  o n e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  d r u g s  t h a t  h a v e  h a r m f u l  s i d e  e f f e c t s .

D r u g s  t o  s o o t h e  o r  t o  a c t i v a t e  o r  t o  w h a t e v e r  a r e  a l m o s t  a l l  a  h a z a r d  t o  p e r f e c t  

h e a l t h  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v i  n g  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e .

5 .  E d u c a t i o n  h a s  r e d u c e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t o b a c c o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  a n d  w i t h  a l m o s tn
n o  r e b e l l i o n .  I t  i s  a g r e a t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s m o k i n g  o f  

o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s . I t  w o u l d  a l s o  p e r m i t  t h e  p o l i c e  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  a t  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  i n  h a r d  d r u g s  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t e s  t h a t  

a r e  m o r e  o b v i o u s l y  c r i m i n a l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

9 c7 ^ /.c- 6  P u
J o a n  K o p o n e n

!
7 1 0  C h e n a  R i d g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  A K .  9 9 7 0 9
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S e n a t o r  J a n  Faiks 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
Hess C o m m i t e e

- ...Bqx  v,.Juneau.,a k . 9i>.81.1 ....

D e a r  S e n a t o r

Y o u r  d i s t r i c t  has one of the h i g h e s t  v i o l e n t  crime rates 
in A l a s k a  and' the C i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  has 21 u n f i l l e d  p olice 
o f f i c e r  p o s i t i o n s  . The records show that whe n m a r i j u a n a  was 
p r o h i b i t e d ,  law e n f o r c e m e n t  sp ent about 20 p e r c e n t  of their' 
du t y  hours in i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a r r e s t s  and c ourt a p pearances 
i n v o l v i n g  s i m p l e  possesion. It w o u l d  a p p e a r  that the officers 
p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  n o n r v i o l e n t  p u r s u i t  as o p p o s e d  to d e a l i n g  
w i t h  r a p ists a n d  o t h e r  crimes of violence.

The h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  tl.at y o u  c i t e d , f r o m  use of mar iju a n a ,  can 
also be c i t e d  f o r  use of t o b a c c o  a nd alcohol. The p r o b l e m  is not 
one o f  use b u t , r a t h e r , a b u s e .  P lease c o n s i d e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  to d e t e r  abuse. C r i m i n a l  s a n c tion s m e r e l y  e n h a n c e  
the problem.

Thank y o u  for y o u r  ci

V e r n o n  K e e z e r

CC no: Hess Comniltee,House ul R e p r e s e n t a t i v e a
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The H o n o r a b l e  Frank H. M u r k o w s k i  
U n i t e d  States Senate 
720 H a r t  Bldg.
Washington,D.C, 20510

The eff ects of a n e w  p r o h i b i t i o n  of the use and o o s e s s l o n  of 
M a r i j u a n a  w o u l d  be social.ly and f i nan cially d i s a s t e r o u s  to the 
St a t e  of Alaska.

H u n d r e d s  of n e w l y  c r e a t e d  "criminals" w o u l d  be d u m p e d  into a 
c o u r t  s y s t e m  that ia a l read y o v e r l o a d e d  and w o u l d  severely 
i m p a i r  the a b i l i t y  of the courts to s p e e dily and e f f i c i e n t l y  
h a n d l e  trials i n v o l v i n g  serious m a j o r  crimes against the p e o p l e  
of Alaska. C i v i l  Rights l i t i g a t i o n  c a u s e d  by o v e r z e a l o u s  search,, 
seizure and i n v e s t i g a t i v e  tacti cs on the p a r t  of law e n f o r c e­
m e n t  agencys, w o u l d  f u r t h e r  o v e r l o a d  the system.

T h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  in..dollars to operate the courts and ths 
costs of law e n f o r c e m e n t  m a n  h o u r s  r pent in i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
arrests and c o u r t .a p p e a r a n c e s  c a n n o t  be a c c e p t a b l e  in the light 
of o u r  d e c l i n i n g  economy.

T h e  s o ci al i m p a c t  on A l a s k a n s  w o u l d  be even m o r e  d i s a p t e r o u s  
and have larger lasting n e g a t i v e  effects than the f i n a nc ial 
impact. The f i r s t  to s u f f e r  w i l l  be the c h i ld ren w h o m  some 
p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c l a i m  they seek to protect. To jail a t e e n­
ager  is p e r h a p s  one of the e a s i e s t  w a y s  to corrupt and r u i n  
his or her life. S u r e l y  w e  h a v e  not so soon f o r g o t t e n  the 
O h i o  State R.O.T.C. and h o n o r  s t u d e n t  whol’was i n c a r c e r a t e d  
in a federa l p e n i t e n t i a r y  in 1964 for the p o s e s s i o n  of one 
m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e ?

••- U n d e r - p r e s e n t - - l a w s m i n o r s - a r e  fobidd en the u s e - o r  poseesion--• 
of m a r i j u a n a  and a l cohol  a n d  tobaaco, h o w e v e r , t h e  c o m m o n  law 
of the land has l e f t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o - l i m i t  or d e n y  
the use of these legal drugs to the p a r e n t s  and guardians.
By m a k e i n a  any o f  these legal druga  -illegal wo feravol b a o k  
in time to the " r o a r i n g  tw enties" of alco hol p r o h i b i t i o n  
and to 1937 w h e n  m a r i j u a n a  waB m a d e  illegal for the f i r s t  
time e v e r  to give law e n f o r c e m e n t  leverage a g ainst the the 
blacks and h i s p a n i c s  w h o  w e r e  the m a j o r  if n o t  only, users.
The r e s u l t s  of these p r o h i b i t i o n s  w e r e  the v i o l a t i o n  of the 
civil r ights of h u n d r e d s  of t h o u sands a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  of the 
j u d i c i a l  and law e n f o r c e m e n t  systems  .

P l e a s e  adress y o u r  efforts, o n  our behalf, to the p r o b l e m s  
of abuse of 1og*l drugs r a t h a r  than -fchrucfcing us baok i n t o  
the Dark Ages of P r o h i b i t i o n

F e l l o w  Alaskan,

cc to: S e n a t o r s  Jan Faiks and Paul F i s h e r , S e n a t e  Hess
C o m m i t e e
Hess C o m m i t e e , H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t i v e s
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W h i c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t  v o t e r s  w h o  w a n t  t o  s e e  m a r i j u a n a  m a d e  
i l l e g a l  i n  A l a s k a ?

E D U C A T I O N A L  A l a s k a  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n
A l a s k a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  
A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  G o v e r n m e n t s /  

G e n e r a !  A s s e m b l y / 3 9  h i g h  s c h o o l s  
A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  G o v e r n m e n t s /  

S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s / p a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  b y  
6 0  A l a s k a n  h i g h  s c h o o l s  

A l a s k a  A s s o c ,  o f  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s  
G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
K e t c h i k a n  G a t e w a y  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
K e n n y  L a k e  H i g h  S c h o o l  
K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
J u n e a u - D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
N o r t h w e s t  A r c t i c  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
W r a n g e l l  J u n i o r  a n d  S e n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  
H a i n e s  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

P o l i t i c a l  1 9 8 8  R e p u b l i c a n  C o n v e n t i o n  P l a t f o r m
S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i / A l a s k a  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

D e l e g a t i o n  
A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e

C i t v / B o r o u a h / M u n c i p a l i t y  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  
C i t y  o f  K e t c h i k a n  
C i t y  o f  G a l e n a  
T o g i a k  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
C i t y  o f  S a x m a n  
C i t y  o f  V a l d e z  
C i t y  o f  H a i n e s  
C i t y  o f  T o g i a k
N o r t h w e s t  A r c t i c  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  
C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a  
P e t e r s b u r g  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  
C i t y  o f  W r a n g e l l

O V E R



Fathom Graphics
P.O. Box 1690 

Cordova, Alaska 99574
T yp ese ttin g , Illu s tra tin g , P r in t i ng  a n d  P u b l i s h i n g  

(907) 424-3116

A p r i l  8, 1 9 8 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i l l o  K o p o n e n  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. B o x  V ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

RE: S B  3 2  R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n ,

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e c r i m i m a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e r ,  I s e e  t h e  d a m a g e  m a r i j u a n a  c a n  d o .  O n e  

o f  m y  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  e m p l o y e e s  g o t  h o o k e d  o n  i t ;  i t  w a s  a m a z i n g  

t o  s e e  h e r  l e a r n i n g - c u r v e  d r o p  o f f  t o  n o t h i n g  a n d  t h e n  s e e  h e r  

b e c o m e  u n a b l e  to c o p e  w i t h  w h a t  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  e a s y  t a s k s .

I t  i s  h a r d  t o - u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a  w o u l d  m a k e  s u c h  a d a n g e r o u s ,  

i l l e g a l  t o  a c q u i r e  d r u g ,  l e g a l  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  

c o r r e c t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  v o t e  f o r  t h e  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  

m a r i j u a n a .

T h a n k  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o n n i e  T a y l o r

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  J o h n n y  E l l i s ,  M a x  G r u e n b e r g ,  D a v e  D o n l e y ,  

B i l l  F i u d s o n ,  R a n d y  P h i l l i p s ,  A l y c e  H a n l e y

fathom n. a nautical measurement; vt. measure tbe depth W'th 
a sounding line; reach the bottom of; understand thoroughly



PETERSBURG G ENERAL HOSPITAL
and Long Term Care Facility 

Phone:(907)772-4291 
P.O. Box 589 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833

April 4, 1988

J o h n n y  Ellis 

Niilo K o p o n e n  

C o - C h a i r m e n  

House HESS Co m m i t t e e  

Pouch V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Ge ntlemen:

T h a n k  you for your letter of M a r c h  18, 1988. I u n d e r s t a nd  that 

R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j u a n a  is s c h e d u l e d  for t e le c o n f e r e n c e  hearings 

on A pril 13th an d 14th. Please share this letter wit h the o-' -r members 
of the HESS Committee.

To me, this issue goes b e y o n d  right to p r i v a c y  vs. h a r m  to society.

I look at it as a h e a l t h  issue. The e n c l o s e d  literature that I share 

w i t h  you i n dicates that m a r i j u a n a  is a "drug". As such it should be 

c o n t r o l l e d  the same as o t h e r  narcotics. N a r c o t i cs  are c o n * r o l l e d  by 

the federal g o v e r n m e n t  thru the food and drug a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and for 

this re a s o n  the federal g o v e r n m e n t  has laws w h i c h  prohi b i t  the use of 

m a r i j u a n a  in the U n i t e d  States. I b e l i e v e  that Alaska still belongs 

to the U.S. and we sh o u l d  up h ol d  the laws of the land.

I have a h a r d  time se e i ng  m a r i j u a n a  a l l o w e d  in the homes of Alaska 

if there are federal laws w h i c h  p r o h i b i t  the p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  in 

any form in the U n i t e d  States. Isn't an A l a s k a n  home a part of the 

Un i t e d  States? In a d d i t i o n  how can A l a s k a  c i t i z e n s  have m a r i j u a n a  in 

their ho m e s  w i t h o u t  first b r e a k i n g  a law in g e t t i n g  it into the home 

an d  that includes seeds to g r o w  plants? M a r i j u a n a  in any form has to 

pass thru the streets, highways, or airw a y s  of the state, wh i c h  is 

a g a i n s t  the law.

Next, I a gree that people do have a right to p r i v a c y  in their own 

homes, to a point. However, we cannot do c e r t a i n  things there such as 

c h i l d  a buse or assa u l t  of our spouse or c r i minal acts such as murder, 

rape, incest an d  o ther m o r a l  crimes w i t h o u t  b e i n g  arrested. I put m a r i j u a n a  

in that category.

Next, yo u  m i gh t  want to talk to some n e w b o r n  care nurses at ho s pitals 

such as K e t c h i k a n  or J u n e a u  who will tell you that babies w h o s e  moth e r s  

have b e e n  s m o k i n g m a r i j u a n a  are m o r e  restless, c r y  more, and have drug 

w i t h d r a w a l  s y m ptoms to v a r y i n g  degress. On the o t h er  hand, they will
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tell you that the most h e a l t h y  and best b e h a ve d  babies come from moth e rs  

wh o  do not smoke mari j u a n a ,  do drugs, or drink alcohol.

I b e l i e v e  that innocent n e w borns have a G o d - g i v e n  right to start life 

w i t h o u t  b e i n g  in s u b j e c t i o n  to pr o blems c r e a t e d  by their m o t h e r ' s  m a r i j u a n a  

h a b i t .

The e n c l o s e d  literature speaks for itself to the fact that m a r i j u a n a  

is a drug, is a h ea l t h  h a z a r d  and can damage your health. Therefore, as 

a c o m m i t t e e  i n t e r e s t e d  in the h e a l t h  of the c i t i ze n s  of Alaska, I am 

c o n v i n c e d  that you too will support the b ills r eq u e s t i n g  the r e c r i m i n a l­

ization of m a r ij u a n a .

A yea r  ago a p e t i t i o n  was c i rc u l a t e d  in P e t e r s b u r g  r e q u e s t i n g  the 

support of r e c r i m i n a l i z i n g  mari j u a n a .  I beli e v e that the m a j o r i t y  of the 

c i t i ze n s  in P e t e r s b u r g  and A l a s k a  support C S S B  32. Therefore, I solicit 

your vote in favor of this bill. T h a n k  you!

Si n c e r e l y

A d m i n i s t r a t o r

Enclo s u r e s



A  Drug That-Can.:
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Damage Your HSami
V -' Although marijuana is less - 
controversial and more ■ ;y . j 
socially acceptable than a few 

■ years ago, you still need to.be 
' aware of the facts concerning 
its use. Recently scientists 
have found that marijuana 

yproduces many more subtle ' v;‘; 
.'effects as-a drug than .■
'.•suspected even a few years

W hat effect

..'V’C.'.-v .Unlike alcohol or iucotineijsf
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ability to think!-Its r 
intoxicating effects are caused 
primarily by a chemical called 

T H C  (tetrahydrocannabinol).
; The time it takes T H C  to 
; affect the body can vary, but 

• once it is introduced, things 
begin to happen. ,• ‘

T H C  travels in the 
■bloodstream to all parts of the 
body. It impairsrshort-term

Sfs-fi

• . smoking marijuana causes: ■: v'-\. .
. !Vf ® bronchial irritation a n d ,

I'j. reduced lung capacity .»r* *. •*'"£*?''
increased risk of lung cancer v-,

• increased heart rate (which" ‘V ;: 
could induce a heart attack) %

i • lowered resistance to colds =
k.,xr-' "I and the flu 

‘ y *  higher health risks to 
-unborn children -ii"

>V:#
memory! alters sense of time, harmful dependence

arid teduces fhe ability to do ; :v. Although marijuana has/
things which require ° '1f dramatic short-term effects,'
concentration, swift reaction, thereat danger Ijes'in'the ̂ .v.V:
and coordination, such as long-term subtle effects on the f
driving a car. ~  •' body. □ ' . ’■ .
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Belinda Me F w
Orug Counseling & Evaluation Services 
Ourrum . Norm Ca/ama 27701
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EPIDEMIOLOGY BULLETIN
L —  { U  E PID E M IO L O G Y  O F F IC E

D IV IS IO N  O F  PUIU .IC  H EA LTH  
"TrTC rV  D EPA R TM EN T O F  H EA LTH  A ND S O C IA L  SER V IC ES

'  STATE O F ALASKA . . .  , .  ......................
My/a M. M unson, Commissioner 3601 C  Street, Suite 540 lt0f °  ° 1 au® ’
Dcpj/imcm of Health P. O. Box 240249 E|izabclh Ward_ M N
and Social Services A nchorage, A laska 99524-0249 Division of Public Health

B u l l s “in  Humber 3 Week Ending J a n u a r y  23, 1987

HEPATITIS A OUTBREAK STRIKES ALASKANS

Between August  and December 1986, 75 c a s e s  o f  conf i rm ed  h e p a t i t i s  A were r e p o r t e d  to the 
Epidemiology O f f i c e .  Of t h e s e  75 c a s e s ,  41 (56%) were l o c a t e d  i n  Anchorage,  17 (23%) in 
F a i r b a n k s ,  4 (5%) i n  J u n e a u ,  and 13 (17%) from seven o t h e r  A laskan  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Of the 75 
cass_s, 59 (79%) o c c u r r e d  i n  a d u l t s .  These  75 c a s e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  over  the  
number o f  h e p a t i t i s  A c a s e s  r e p o r t e d  d u r i n g  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1986 and the  l a s t  3 y e a r s  
( F i g u r e ) .  In a l l ,  104 c a s e s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  A were r e p o r t e d  i n  1936.

•  Of 41 cases  among Anchorage r e s i d e n t s ,  37 were conf i rmed  s i n c e  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1986.
22 were male ,  19 were f e m a le .
11 were N a t i v e ,  30 were n o n - N a t i v e .
36 ware a d u l t s ,  5 were c h i l d r e n .

•  Of the  36 a d u l t s ,  30 (83%) were be tween  the  ages  20 and 39 ( T a b le  1 ) .
•  Of 22 c a se s  f u l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  f o r  r i s k  f a c t o r s ,  17 (77%) a d m i t t e d  d rug  u s e ,  e i t h e r  IV o r  

m a r i ju a n a ;  o n l y  3 (14%) had c h i l d r e n  l e s s  than  6 .  ~
•  Aitnougn e i g h t  sm a l l  c l u s t e r s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  h e p a t i t i s  A were i d e n t i f i e d ,  no common 

so urce  was found .
•  Of the  41 Anchorage c a s e s ,  a t  l e a s t  21 l i v e d  in  midtown o r  downtown. O t h e r  c a s e s  were 

s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  town.

A s i m i l a r  o u t b r e a k  o f  h e p a t i t i s  A i n  the  d rug  community was r e c o g n i z e d  18 months ago 
i n  the. S t a t e  o f  Washington  and  I s  c o n t i n u i n g .  S e v e ra l  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  
Oregon,  and Oklahoma have a l s o  r e p o r t e d  o u t b r e a k s  i n  t h i s  same r i s k  g r o u p .  Q u e s t io n s  conc e rn ­
in g  p a r e n t e r a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  h e p a t i t i s  A th ro u g h  use o f  s h a r e d  n e e d l e s  and IV d rugs  remain 
unanswered .  Samples  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p r o v i d e d  to  the D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  f o r  t e s t i n g  have 
shown massive  f e c a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  and may be i m p l i c a t e d  in  t r a n s m i s s i o n . F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  to c o n f i r m  t h i s  f i n d i n g .

A major  concern  i s  t h a t  h e p a t i t i s  A may be i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  r u r a l  A l a s k a .  Once e s t a b l i s h e d ,
the  d i s e a s e  may be d i f f i c u l t  to c o n t r o l ,  a s  i t  proved to be i n  the  p a s t .

I t  i s  Im p e ra t iv e  t h a t  a l l  p h y s i c i a n s  and  o t h e r ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  r e q u e s t  the p ro p e r  
s e r o l o g i c  t e s t s  on n i l  s u s p e c t e d  c a s e s  o f  h e p a t i t i s .  H e p a t i t i s  s c r e e n i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  
th rough the  s t a t e  l a b .  A l l  p h y s i c i a n s  and  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  s h o u l d  immed ia te ly
r e p o r t ,  by phone, any  s u s p e c t e d  c a s e s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  to ou r  o f f i c e  so t h a t  we can  i n t e r v i e w  a l l
new c a s e s .

(Repor ted  by Ronald B o i se n ,  M.D.)

H e p a tit is  A in  A laska , 1983 -  1986
N -  1 0 9
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Tj  b io  I
lldp.tc l t I s  A casoa Ancnorage by Aga, S ax , Race 

August -  DdCdvibdr, 1936 
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I l l  I F  

T J M  [ K E I H I I U T M
LEGISLATIVE A F FA IR S  A G EN CY

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  H o u s e  H e s s  C o m m i t t e e

A t t n :  C h r i s

F R O M :  C a s s i e  R u s s e l l

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y ' s  O f f i c e

S U B J E C T :  A d d i t i o n a l  I t e m s  f o r  S B  3 2  f i l e :

P l e a s e  a d d  t h e  a t t a c h e d  i t e m s  t o  y o u r  f i l e  o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  A n  

A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a r i j u a n a . "

1. L e t t e r  f r o m  R a y  S c h a l o w  d a t e d  A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 8 8

2. R e s o l u t i o n  # 2 9 4 7  &  R e s o l u t i o n  # 8 8 - 0 3 8  i n  s u p p o r t  

o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

3. L e t t e r  d a t e d  4 / 9 / 8 8  f r o m  G a t e w a y  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  

K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

4. L e t t e r  d a t e d  4 / 1 1 / 8 8  f r o m  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  P h a r m a c y ,  i n  s u p p o r t  

o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

POUCHY STAtE CAPIIO l 
JUNIAU A IA SKA99B II 

90/ 465 3800

T h a n k  Y o u .



Y - 1 0 - W

2 0 1  G a l l e o n  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 5  
( 9 0 7 ) 5 6 2 - 2 5 6 2  
A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 8 8

H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  H u d s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u d s o n :

T h e r e  i s  o n e  i s s u e  s u r r o u n d i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  “ A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a "  t h a t  h a s  a l l u d e d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  b u t  c o u l d  b e  
c a t a s t r o p h i c  f o r  o u r  s t a t e  a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  i s s u e  o f  
s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e .

! n  1 9 8 6  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  t h e  O m n i b u s  D r u g  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
B i l l  f o r  w h i c h  A l a s k a  w a s  a l l o c a t e d  $ 2  m i l l i o n .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  
t h o s e  f u n d s  w e r e  l i m i t e d  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  d o l l a r s  w a s  i n t e n s e .
C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  l o o k e d  u n f a v o r a b l y  a t  A l a s k a  a n d  o u r  
l i b e r a l i z e d  d r u g  l a w s  a n d  o n l y  a f t e r  i n t e n s i v e  l o b b y i n g  b y  S e n a t o r  
M u r k o w s k i  w e r e  t h e  f u n d s  f i n a l l y  r e l e a s e d  t o  o u r  s t a t e .  ~

N o w  i n  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  h a s  p a s s e d  S B  2 2 0 5  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e s  e m e r g e n c y  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 3 . 6  b i l l i o n  t h a t  w i l l  i n s u r e  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 6  p r o g r a m s .  A l a s k a ' s  s h a r e  h a s  b e e n  t a r g e t e d  a t  $ 6  
m i l l i o n .  B u t  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  l i m i t e d  t o d a y  a n d  t h e  p r e s s u r e  i s  
i n t e n s e  i n  C o n g r e s s  t o  a l l o c a t e  m o n i e s  t o  s t a t e s  t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  d r u g  
i s s u e  i n  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  m a n n e r .  P a r e n t h e t i c a l l y ,  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n c e  o f  o u r  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  o n l y  l i b e r a l i z e d  d r u g  l a w  i n  t h e  u n i o n  h a s  p l a c e d  
u s  i n  s e r i o u s  j e o p a r d y  o f  l o o s i n g  $ 6  m i l l i o n  i n  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  T h e s e  f u n d s  
a r e  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  t o  c o m b a t  o u r  g r o w i n g  d r u g  p r o b l e m .

W e  t a k e  p r i d e  t h a t  o u r  s t a t e  i s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " L a s t  F r o n t i e r " ;  l e t  u s  n o t  
b e  h o o d w i n k e d  i n t o  b e i n g  t h e  " L a s t  F o o l - t i e r " .

S i n c e r e l y ,



A l a s k a  ^>tatc l e g i s l a t u r e

CHAIRMAN. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PO BOX V
CHAIRMAN. OIL AND GAS COMMITTEE JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

CAPITOL ROOM ’ 25 
O FFICE 1907) 465-383-5 

HOM E (907) 780-602'

SENATOR BETTYE FAH REN KAM P  W H IL E  IN J U N E A u

S e n a t e

M E M O R A N D U M

R epres e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  Ellis, Co-Ch airman
House Health, E d u c a t i o n  and Social Serv ices Committe e

Senator  /.Bettye Fahrenkam p

SB 32, Relat i n g  to mari juana

February 24, 1938

A t t a c h e d  for your information are copies of all the 
corre s p o n d e n c e  I have received on SB 32 from m y  district. Since 
the begin n i n g  of this session, I have rec eived eight letters, 
POM's, and telegrams. Only one expre ssed support for the bill.
I hope this gives you some indic ation of how the p e o p l e  of 
Fairbanks feel about their c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t ected right to 
privacy.

If I can provide you with  further information, please let me 
know.

515 7TH AVENUE, SUITE 130 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
OFFICE (907) 452 -1882 
HOM E (907) 456-2899

TO:

FROM:

RE:

DATE:



‘8t'*rr

P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  F A H P E N K A H P

n a m e :  g e n e  w i l l i a m s
T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  7 8 1  9  M I L E  H I L L  ROAD
C I T Y :  F A I P B A N K S  Z I P :  9 9 7 1 2

F H C N E :  4 8 S - 9 0 0 8  
B I L L  N O :  S B  3 9
S U B J E C T :  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M M I S S I O N / R E A L T O R S  
M E S S A G E :  HOW MANY T I M E S  M U ST  Y O U  H E A R  TH E  F A C T S  B E r O P E  B E L I E V I N G  T H E M .  F A C T  -  

M A R I J U A N A  I S  L E S S  A D D I C T I V E  TH A N  C O F F E E  ANO T C B A C C O  AND L E S S  I N T O X I C A T I N G  TH A N A L  
C O H O L .  H Y F O C R I S Y  I S  A L W A Y S  MORE D A N G E R O U S  THAN  ANY S U B S T A N C E  B E C A U S E  I T  
U N D E R M IN E S  TH E  R E A L  T R U T H S  T H E R E  A R E  I N  THE  LAWS OF  T H I S  L A N D .

E O M - F Z

P O M I D :  0 7 0 9 5 7 4 0  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 9 / 8 8  
T I M E :  0 9 : 5 7 : 4 0  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

C O P I E S :  S E N A T O P S

C O G H I L L
F A N N IN G



PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  FA H P E N K A M P

N A M E :  L L O Y D  Y S T E N E S ,  J R .
T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  9 3 9  L A T H R O P  S T . ,  S 3
C I T Y :  F A I R B A N K S  Z I P :  9 9 7 0 1

P H O N E :  4 5 2 - 4 3 9 6  
B I L L  N O :  S B  3 2
S U 3 J E C T :  F E N A L T Y  FO R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A
M E S S A G E :  I  WOULD  L I K E  TO  U R G E  YO U  T O  V O T E  A G A I N S T  I T  -  TO  K E E P  I T  L E G A L .

THANK  Y O U . E O M /M JO

P O M IO :  0 7 0 8 3 1 0 9  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 9 / 8 8  
T I M E :  0 8 : 3 1 : 0 9  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

C O P I E S :  P E P P E S E N T A T I V E S  5 E N A T O P S

B O Y E R
D A V I S
F R A N K
K O P O N E N
M I L L E R
D O N L E Y
E L L I S
G P U E N 3 E R G
H A N L E Y
H U D S O N
P H I L L I P S

C O G H I L L
F A N N IN G



PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE

SE N A T O R  F A H R E N K A M P

B R O T H E R  TOM PA TM O R  
L E G I S L A T I V E  A D V I S O R  
P . O .  B O X  1 2 9  
C LA I1  g u l c h  M/R-

r t B
8 8

Z I P :  9 9 6 5 8

J A P A N ' S  A T T E M P T  T O  A N N E X  A N C H O RA G E
D O N ' T  T A K E  TOM F I N K  TO O  S E R I O U S L Y .  H E  M U S T  E I T H E R  S U P P O R T  S E G R E G A T IO N  

TOO N A IV E  T O  R E A L I Z E  T H A T  B U I L D I N G  A H I G H  S C H O O L  J U S T  F O R  J A P A N E S E  
I S  J U S T  T H E  F I R S T  S T E P  O F  A J A P A N E S E  P L O T  T O  T A K E  C O N T R O L  O F  T H E  W HOLE 
iCHOPAGEi B E C A U S E  J A P A N  L A C K S  S P A C E  T O  E X P A N D .

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  F A H R E N K A M P

N A M E :  
T I T L E :  

A D D R E S S :  
C I T Y :  

P H O N E :  
B I L L  N O :  
5 U D J E C T :  
M E S S A G E :

K I M  S C O T T

1 1 8 5  P U E B L O  S T .
N O R T H  P O L E  Z I P :  9 9 7 0 5
N / R -  
S B  3 2
P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A
V O T E  N O  B E C A U S E  T H E  R I G H T  T O  P O S S E S S  A N D / O R  GPOW  A S M A L L  AMOUNT 

W I T H O U T  I N T E N T  T O  S E L L  F O R  S T R I C T L Y  P E R S O N A L  U S E  S H O U L D  N U T  B E  A C R I M E .
H A I IY  P E O P L E  DO  N O T  D R I N K  D U T  L I K E  T O  GO HOME A t iD  SM O K E  A J O I N T  I N S T E A D .
T H E Y  D O  N O T  S T O P  A T  A B A R  AND G E T  D R U N K  AND  C R E A T E  A P O S S I B L E  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  
P R O B L E M .  I T  W OULD  C R E A T E  AN  A L R E A D Y  O V E R B U R D E N  C O U R T  S Y S T F ’  . E O N / i I J O

ON TO  
ON

1 3 0 0 3 3 3 9  
0 2 / 1 7 / 8 8  
0 8 : 3 3 : 3 9  
S O L C O T N A  L I O

P O M I D :  C 7 0 8 1 0 1 0  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 7 / 0 8  
T I M E :  0 8 : 1 8 : 1 8  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

P E P P E S E N T A T I V E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S S E N A T O R S C O P I E S :  S E N A T O R S

ADAMS B A R N E S A BO OD H A L F O R D
B O U C H E R B O Y E R B I N K L E Y K E L L Y
BROWN C A TO C O G H I L L S T U R G U L E W S K I
C O L L I N S C O T T E N D U N C A N S Z Y M A N S K I
D A V ID S O N D A V I S E L I A S O N Z H A R O F F
D O N L E Y E L L I S F A I K S B I N K L E Y
F R A N K F U R N A C E F A N N IN G D UN CA N
G O L L G R U E N B E R G F I S C H E R F I S C H E R
G R U 3 S E N D O R F H A N L E Y H A L F O R D H E N S L E Y
H ERRM ANN H OFFM A N H E N S L E Y U E H L I N G
H U D SO N K O P O N E N J O N E S F A N N IN G
LA R S O N M A R T IN J O S E P H S O N J O N E S
MENARD M I L L E R K E L L Y J O S E P H S O N
N A V A R RE P E A R C E K E R T T U L A K E R T T U L A
P E T T Y J O H N P H I L L I P S R O D E Y F A I K S
PO U R C H O T R I E G E R S T U R G U L E W S K I R O D E Y
S H U L T Z S P R I N G E R S Z Y M A N S K I E L I A S O N
SUND SNACKM ANM ER U E H L I N G C O G H I L L
TAYLOR U L M E R Z I I A R O F F ABOOD
W A L L I S Z A W A C K I



PU B L IC  o p i n i o n  MESSAGE p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  m e s s a g e

d e a r :  s e i i a t o r  f a i i r e m k a n p d e a r :  s e i i a t o r  f a i i r e h k a m p

I I A I 1 E :  D E L  TH O RM G REM  
T I U E :

7 5 0  E S T E R  L O O P  RO A D  
E S T E R  
4 7 9 - 2 6 5 4  
S B  3 2
P E N A L T Y  F O R  P 0 S S E S S I 0 I 1  OF  M A R I J U A I I A  
I  AM A G A IM S T  I T .  E O M /M JO

A D D R E S S :  
C I T Y :  

r i l O I I E :  
D I L L  I I O :  
S U D J E C T :  
M E S S A G E :

Z I P :  9 9 7 0 5

F t f l  1  Q  1 9 0 8 n a m e :  g o r d o i i  T H O M P S O n
T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  2 7 5 5  I L I A M I I A  
C I T Y :  A M C I IORAGE  

P I I 0 I 1 E :  2 7 9  
B I L L  I I O :  H B

Z I P :  9 9 5 1 7
2 5 5 4  
9 3

S U B J E C T :  E S T A B L I S H  S Y S T E M  O F  R E C R E A T I O H  R I V E R S
M E S S A G E :  I  S U P P O R T  H B  9 3 .  I  AM A P R I V A T E  P I L O T  AMD U S E  T H E  R I V E R S  A T  L E A 3 1  
T I M E S  A Y E A R  A S  A R E C R E A T I O I I A L  R I V E R .  I  S U P P O R T  T H E  B I L L  B E C A U S E  I T  P R E S E f  

T H E  U N I Q U E  R E C R E A T I O I I A L  A R E A  W I T H  E A S Y  A C C E S S  F O R  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  A H C I IO RA G E  
R E S I O E H T S .  I  T I 1 I I I K  T H E S E  R I V E R S  A R E  AH  IM P O R T A H T  E C O H O M IC  S O U R C E .  I  WOULD  L I  
T O  S E E  T H I S  C O N T I N U E .

P O M I O :  0 7 1 3 5 5 2 3  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 8 / 0 3  
T I M E :  1 3 : 5 5 : 2 3  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

C O P I E S :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S E N A T O R S

B O Y E R
D A V I S
F R A N K
K O P O I I E U
M I L L E R

C O G H I L L
F A N N IN G

P O M I D :  0 3 1 5 1 0 3 7  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 8 / 8 8  
T I M E :  1 5 : 1 0 : 3 7  

L I O N A M E :  A N C H O RA G E  L I O

C O P I E S :  S E N A T O R S

A BO OD
B I N K L E Y
C O G H I L L
D UN CA N
E L I A S O N
F A I K S
F A N N IN G
F I S C H E R
H A L F O R D
H E N S L E Y
J O N E S
J O S E P H S O N
K E L L Y
K E R T T U L A
R O D E Y
S T U R G U L E W S K I
S Z Y M A N S K I
U E H L I N G
Z H A R O F F



PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE P U B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE

D E A R :  SE N A TO R  F A H R E N K A M P D E A R :  S E N A T O R  F A H R E N K A M P

NAME: 
T I T L E :  

D D R E 5 S :  
c m :  

PH O N E :  
I L L  NO :  
L 'Q JECT :  
E SSA GE :

L Y N E T T E  C L A R K

2 5 2 1  O L D  S T E E S E  HWY
F A I R D A N K S  Z I P :  9 9 7 1 2
4 5 7 - 1 8 8 4
S B  3 2
P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  h A R I J U A N A
S B  3 2  i  MB 5 5 :  I  AM S T U D Y I N G  T H E  R E S E A R C H  ON  H B  5 5  A i n )  S B

*0 0

I L L S  AND H O PE  T O  S E E  A T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  S E T  U P  ON  B O T H  T H E S E  B I L L S .
3 2
I  AM

ERY CON CERN ED  W I T H  C O N T E N T  O F  B O T H  B I L L S  AND  T H E  O B V I O U S  I N V A S I O N  O F  AN
3 I V I D U A L 1 S  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  P R I V A C Y .  
OTH B I L L S  AND T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  D A T E .

P L E A S E  S E N D  ME YO U R  
E O M / M J O / C

P O S I T I O N  ON

N A M E :  
T I T L E :  

A D D R E S S :  
C I T Y :  

P H O N E : 
B I L L  N O :  
S U B J E C T :  
M E S S A G E :

N A N C Y  N E E L

P O  B O X  0 7 6 6 0 6
W A S I L L A  Z I P :  9 9 6 8 7
3 7 3 - 5 2 5 2  
S B  1 9 1
O U T F I T T I N G  I N  T H E  F I E L D ;  G U I D E  L I C E N S E
I  S U P P O R T  S B 1 9 1 . T H E  I N D U S T R Y  I N  A L A S K A  MUCH L I K E  C O M M E R C IA L  F I S H I N G  

H A S  B E E N  W E L L  R E G U L A T E O  I N  P A S T .  B O T H  L I M I T E O  E N T R Y  F I S H I N G  AND  E X C L U S I V E  
G U I D E  A R E A  C O N C E P T  H A V E  W O R KE D  W E L L  T O  C O N T R O L  H A R V E S T  O F  O U R  R E S O U R C E S .  

U N R E G U L A T E D  O U T F I T T I N G  CAN  N O  LO N G E R  B E  T O L E R A T E D  N O R  C AN  O U R  R E S O U R C E S  S T A N D  
T H E  I N C R E A S E D  P R E S S U R E .

P O H ID :  0 7 1 5 2 6 0 6  
D A T E :  0 2 / 0 1 / 8 8  
T I M E :  1 5 : 2 6 : 0 6  

tONAME: F A I R B A N K S  L I O

: 0 P I E S :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S E N A T O R S

O A V I S
B O Y E R
F R A N K

F A N N IN G
C O G H I L L
B I N K L E Y
E L I A S O N
F A I K S
H E N S L E Y
J O N E S

[ j - f i
-  \y

P O M I O :
D A T E :
T I M E :

1 4 1 5 3 7 4 4
02/ 01/88
15:37:A4

L I O N A M E :  M A T - S U  L I O

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S S E N A T O R S

ADAM S B A R N E S A BOOD
B O U C H E R B O Y E R B I N K L E Y
BRO W N C A T O C O G H I L L
C O L L I N S C O T T E N D U N C A N
D A V I D S O N D A V I S E L I A S O N
D O N L E Y E L L I S F A I K S
F R A N K F U R N A C E F A N N IN G
G O L L G R U E N B E R G F I S C H E R
G R U 5 S E N D O R F H A N L E Y H A L F O R D
H ERRM A NN H O FFM A N H E N S L E Y
H U D S O N K O P O N E N J O N E S
L A R S O N M A R T IN J O S E P H S O N
M ENARD M I L L E R K E L L Y
N A V A R R E P E A R C E K E R T T U L A
P E T T Y J O H N P H I L L I P S R O D E Y
P O U R C H O T R I E G E R S T U R G U L E W S K I
S H U L T Z S P R I N G E R S Z Y M A N S K I
SU NO SWACKHAMMER U E H L I N G
T A Y L O R U L M E R Z H A R O F F
W A L L I S Z A W A C K I

NO  R E S P O N S E  R E Q U I R E D



Sb 32, a bill to m o d e r n i z e  our s t a t e  m a r i j u a n a  laws pa s s e d  the S e n a t e  15-3 on 

F e b r u a r y  10, 1980.

Thi s bill is now  in the H o u s e  H ESS C o m m i t t e e  c h a i r e d  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  E l l i s  

and Koponen.

We have  received a s s u r a n c e s  in writ in g  fro m  the f o l l o w i n g  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  that 

the y will vote for this bill when it r e a c h e s  the floor:

Ben Grussendorf, Spea k e r  R a m o n a  Barnes

H.A. Boucher V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s  1 • ■T j ; -

Walt Furn a c e  A l y c e Ha n l e y

Bill Hudson T erry Martin

Dru e P e a r c e  ■ Fritz Pe t t y j o h n

C.E. Sw a c k h a m me r  Robin Taylor

J a m e s  Zawacki M i k e  Miller

r

Rep. Ron Larson and R a n dy  P h i l l i p s  r e s p o n d e d  that b e c a u s e  of c h a n g e s  that may 

ha p p e n  to the bill be f o r e  it r e a c h e s  the f loor t hey are at t h i s  t i m e  

uncommitted.

On Oct. 29, 19137 Rep. Fran U lmer w r o t e  to Rep. Ma r t in  r e g a r d i n g  H B  5 5  asking to 

be a co-sponsor, and stating that she would wor k  wit h Rep. M a r t i n  to get the 

l e g i sl a t i o n  passed. However, on Feb. 9, 1988 in a letter t o  our o f f i c e  she 

stated that our for m  asking for a po s i t i o n  was too narrow. S h e  e n c l o s e d  a c o p y  

of a letter to S a n d y  S p a r g o  and Bobi Trani in Juneau, w h e r e  a m o n g  o t he r  t h i n g s  

she stated that she fa v o r s  a c i t a t i o n  m a i 1 in bai 1 a p p r o a c h  for w h a t  sh e r e f e r s  

to as a "cookie jar criminal".

You c ould in fact refer to thi s  as a c o o k i e  jar criminal for 4 oz. of m a r i j u a n a  

w o u l d  F I L L  most c oo k i e  jars. This 4 oz. of m a r i j u a n a  if ;.t is t h e  t y p e  with a 

THC content of 47. to 67. ha s a street v a l u e  of a p r o x i m a t e l y  $1800.

Our p o s ition is that in order for A l a s k a n S o c i e t y  to stop u sing m a r i j u a n a  t here 

h a s  to be a strong d e t e rr e n t  to the us e  of marijuana.

A $ 2 5  ticket or even a $ 100 ti c k e t  as s u p p o r t e d  by Rep. S und w i t h o u t  a n y  jail 

t i m e  p e n al t y  included is not, in our opinion, a strong de terrent. S B  32 c a l l s  

for a MAXI M U M  fine of $ 1 0 0 0  and/or a M A X I M U M  jail t e r m  of 9 0  days. P l e a s e  

r e m e m o e r  that j u d g e s  r ar e l y  g i v e  m a x i m u m  sentences.

A re p o r t  of the council on S c i e n t i f i c  af f a i r s  from the  A m e r i c a n  Medical

A s s o c i a t i o n  in D e c e m b e r of 1980 stated:

•The AM A  has long o p p os e d  e x c e s s i v e  and u n r e a l i s t i c  p e n a l t i e s  for p o s s e s s i o n  of 

small a m o un t s  of t h i s  drug for personal use. Never t h e l e s s , l e g i s l a t i v e  ac t i o n 

as d e s ig n e d  to m o d e r a t e  p e n a l t i e s  far p o s s e s s i o n  should be such a n a t u r e  as to 

d i s c o u r a g e  use and not to support m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  that m a r i j u a n a  is a h a r m l e s s  

substance. Th e  fact that m a r i j u a n a  m ay  p r o v e  to h a v e  t h e r a p e u t i c  v a l u e  in

medical p r a c t i c e  d o e s  not i n d icate that it is a s afe drug for r e c r e a t i o n a l

use. L e g i s l a t o r s  sh o u l d  keep in mind the p r i m a r y  need to g i v e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a 

c lear m e s s a g e  that m a r i j u a n a  u s e  may be h a z a r d o u s  and is n o t  s a n c t i o n e d  or 

e n d o r s e d  by society.

F I N E S  , A L T H O U G H  M O R E  A P P R O P R I A T E  P E N A L T I E S  T H A N  P R I S O N  S E N T E N C E S  W H E N  A P P L I E D  

TO P 0 S S E S S S I O N  FOR P E R S O N A L  USE, S H O U L D  BE L A R G E  E N O U G H  TO C O N S T I T U T E  A 

D E T E R R E N T  TO USE.

A L A S K A N S  FOR DRUG F R E E  Y OUTH 

E x e c u t i v e  Board
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9. CONSTITUTIONAl. I.AW

Right of p r i v a c y  ir the home m u s t  yield w hen it i n t e r f e r e s  in 

a serious m a n n e r  with the health, safety, r i g h t s  and p r i v e l e d g e s  of o t h e r s  

or w it h  the public welfare.

CO M M E N T :  C o n s i d e r  p a s s i v e  smok i n g ( i n h a l a t i o n  of smoke by o t h e r s  n e a r

smoker) by spouse and c h ildren. C h i l d r e n  learn by e x a m p le  - c o n s i d e r  

the e d u c a t i o n  c h i l d r e n  get with m a r i j u a n a  use in the home.

16. C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  LAW

T h e  right of an individual to do as he p l e a s e s  is not a b s o l u t e  

and it ca n  m e  ma d e  to yield w hen it begins to infringe o n  the ri g ht s  and 

w e l f a r e  of others, (stated a g a i n  o n  509)

COMMENT: A dult m a y  use m o n e y  n e e d e d  for fa m i l y  food and shel t e r  f o r  drug

use and accessories. T h e  u ser m a y  be too impair e d  to c ar e  for h i s  o r  h e r 

family and their basic needs.

19. HEA L T H  A N D  E N V I R O N M EN T

When there is s u bs t a n t i a l  d oubt as to safety of a g i v e n  s u b s t a n c e  

o r  sit ua t i o n  of pu b l i c  health, c o n t r o l s  i n t ended to o b v i a t e  the d a n g e r  will 

u s u a l l y  be upheld. (Stated a g a i n  on 510)

C O M M EN T :  N e w  i n f o r m at i o n  is n o w  d o c u m e n t e d  f r o m  m a n y  h i g h l y  r el i a b l e

sources s ub s t a n t i a t i n g  the m a n y  d a n g e r s  of m a r i j u a n a ,  ie. Re p o r t  of the 

C o u n c i l  on Scien t i f ic  Affai r s,  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n,  1980.

Page 500

At some point, the states interest in s a f e g u a r d i n g  health, m a i n t a i n i n g  

m e d i c a l  standards, and p r o t e c t i n g  p o tential life beco me s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

c o m p e l l i n g  to sustain r e g u l ations. O n e  d o e s  not, the S u p r e m e  C o u r t  said, 

h a v e  an unl i m i t e d  right to do wit h  o n e ' s  body as o n e  plea.ies.

C O M M EN T :  P L E A S E  R E R E A D  T H E  LAS T  SENTENCE!
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M o s t  m a r i j u a n a  a v a i l a b l e  in the Un i t ed  S t a t e s  h a s  a TH C  c o n t e n t  of less 

than one percent.

C O M M EN T :  T H C  content today m a y  r a n g e from 4-107..
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It a p p e a r s  that use of m ar i j u a n a ,  a s  it is p r e s e n t l y  used in the U n i t e d  St at e s  

today, d o e s  no t  c o n s t i t u t e  a pu b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  of a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i me n sions.

C O M MENT: T h i s  sta t em e n t  ia n o w  inaccurate. M a r i j u a n a  us e  is a pu b l ic  h ea l t h  

p r o b l e m  as d e c l a r e d  by the World H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  National I n s t i t u t e  of 

Drug Abuse, National F e d e r a t i o n  of Parents for Drug F r e e  Youth, R e p o r t  of the 

Council on Scie n t i f i c  A f f a i r s  - A M A  and e v e r y o n e  who w o r k s  wit h  the p eo p l e  

impaired by m a r i j u a n a  use..
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64 We recognize that m o r e  potent forms of c a n n a b i s  than m a r i j u a n a  ar e

coranonly used in o t h e r  c ountries and are a v a i l a b l e  o n  a limited scale here. H ow e v e r ,

studies of use patte r n s  here do no t  indicate any g r e a t  liklihood of a

significant shift in use here  to the m o r e  potent substances. If such a shift

we r e  to occur, then m a r ijuana use could be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as a serious he a lt h

problem.

COMME N T :  H a s h is h  is g rown and smoked by many. T h i s  is a mu c h  m o r e  potent

form of marijuana. Sensimillia can be refined to a TH C  content of u p w a r d s  

of 147..
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T h e  State has a legitimate conc e r n  with a v o i d i n g  the spread of m a r i j u a n a  

use to ad o l e s c e n t s  who may not be equipped w i t h  the m a t u r i t y  to h a n d l e  the 

exper i e n c e  prudently, as well as a l e gitimate c o n c e r n  with the p r o b l e m  of 

driv i n g  under the influence of m a rijuana. Yet these Interest a r e  i n s u f f i ci e n t  

to Justify Intrusions into the rights of a d u l t s  in the p r i v a c y  of their own 

homes.

COMMENT: What is M O K E  important than influencing y o u r  c h ildren?
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We wish to m a k e  tear that we do not m e a n  to c o n d o n e  the use of m a r i j u a n a

COMMENT: WE H A V E  C O N D O N E D  T H E  U S E  OF M A RI J U A N A .  IT IS T I M E  TO R E P A I R  T H E

MISTAKE!

"IN VIEW  OF T H E  E V I DENCE OF P O S S I B L E  A D V E R S E  EFFE C T S  OF M A R I J U A N A  USE, T H E  

SALE OF, OR O T H E R  T R A F F I C K I N G  IN M A R I J U A N A  SH O U LD  BE SUBJECT T O  S T R JN C E N T  

PENALTIES A N D  V I C OKOUS PROSE C U T IO N . "  AMA S C I E N T I F I C  A F F A I R S  COUNCIL.
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P a g e  1 .

3 /  l b / d d

T h e  R a v i n  d e c i s i o n  of h a y  2 8 ,  1 9 / b  s t a t e s  o n  P a g e  4 9 4  2.

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  iaw:
" O n c e  a f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  u n d e r  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  

s n o w n  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  it h a s  b e e n  f u r t h e r  s h o w n  t h a t  t h i s  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  r i g h t  h a s  b e e n  i m p a i r e d  b y  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n  - g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  c o m e  f o r w a r d  2< m e e t  i t ' s  
s u b s t a n t i a l  b u r d e n  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  a b r i d g e m e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n  

w a s  j u s t i f i e d  b y  a c o m p e l l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t . "

In i i g n t  ut t n e  a b o v e  f i n d i n g  a n d  t h e  c o s t  of d r u g  a b u s e ,  

b o t n  in d o l l a r s  &  h u m a n  e n e r q i e s  ?< o f  w m c h  m a r i j u a n a  i s  o n e  of 

t h e  m o s t  o f t e n  a b u s e d  d r u g s ;  n o w  c a n  w e  a l l o w  l e g a l  m a r i j u a n a /

Hi coital LODcircro n a v e  b e e n  l e g a l  ?< a c c e p t e d  in o u r  s o c i e t y

s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  or o u r  n a t i o n .  T h e  s i c k n e s s  t h e s e  t w o  d r u g s  
h a v e  c a u s e d  a n d  a r e  c a u s i n g  is w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  B u t ,  s i n c e  t h e  

6 0 ' s  s o m e t n l n g  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  b u o d e n l y  c r i m e s  of a ll  k i n d s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  is r a m p a n t .  T e e n  p r e g n a n c i e s ,  t e e n  

s u i c i d e s ,  t e e n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  e o i d e m i c . P e o p l e  p r e s e n t l y  in t h e i r  

2 0 ' s a r e  p a r t  of t h i s  g r o u p .  I n f e r t i l e  p a r e n t s  i s  a n o t h e r  b i g

c o n c e r n .  B rof e n  m a r r i a g e s ,  s e x u a l  a b u s e ,  r u n a w a y  &  t h r o w  a w a y  

k i d s ,  D u r g e o n i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o s t s ,  j a i l  c o s t s  a n d  a d e s p e r a t e  

n e e d  t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t r e a t  a d d i c t e d  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .  W h a t  h a s

beer. a d d e d  o r  w n a t  i s  n e w  in o u r  s o c i e t y ?  M A R I J U A N A  -  P o t  u s e

b e c a m e  h o t  n e w s  i n  t h e  o O ’s. L S D ,  P G P ,  c o c a i n e  f o l l o w e d  q u i c k l y .  

V e r y  q u i c k l y  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  d a n g e r s  of L S D  S< PCP ,  b u t

i g n o r e d  c o c a i n e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  7 0 ' s .  S o c i e t y  p e r s i s t e d  in  

b e l i e v i n g  f a l l a c y  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  h a r m l e s s .  J u s t  o n e  c a s e  a s  

a n  e x a m p l e  of m a n y .  O n e  17 yr. o l d  in 1 9 7 2  s t a r t e d  s m o k i n g  p o t  

b e c a u s e  n e  w a s  t o l d  - a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s  - t h a t  it w a s  h a r m l e s s  - 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a d d i c t i v e .  l o d a y  h e ' s  a r e c o v e r i n g  a d d i c t .  H i s
(Jruy of c h o i c e  - M a r i j u a n a .  W e  w e r e n ' t  l i s t e n i n g  o r  b e l i e v i n g
t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  d r u g  in t h e  7 0 ' s. W e  w e r e  d e n y i n g  t h a t  it

w a s  a n o t h e r  " g a t e w a y "  d r u g  l i k e  t o b a c c o  &  a l c o h o l .
b o  w h a t  1 = h a p p e n i n g  t o d a y ?  F i r s t  s o m e  h i s t o r y .  In t h e  m a n y  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  8 0 ' s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a l c o h o l  &  a f e w  d r u g
t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  A. A. w a s  t h e  p r e d o m i n a t e  s e l f - h e l p  p r o g r a m  &
t h e  b c h i c k  b h a d e l  a v e r s i o n  t r e a t m e n t  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  -
p r o f i l e  ok a l c o h o l i c s  & a d d i c t s  g e n e r a l l y  w a s  m a l e s  4 0  2< o v e r .  

T h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  f e w  N . A .  ( N a r c o t i c s  A n o n y m o u s )  o r  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  

f o r  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  a d d i c t s .

'loday in A n c h o r a g e  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  4 0  N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a  m o n t h .

In K e t c h i k a n  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  X-. t h r e e  A. A. m e e t i n g s  d a i l y  a n d  t h r e e
N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a w e e k .  T h e r e  a r e  A l a n o n  m e e t i n g s ,  p a r e n t  s u p p o r t  

g r o u p  m e e t i n g s  8*. a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l c o h o l i c s  (or a d d i c t s )  e v e r y  

w e e k .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r s  of m e e t i n g s  i s  a b o u t  21 a  w e e k .  T h e

a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  m e e t i n g s  ( s o m e

p e o p l e  a t t e n d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m e e t i n g  a week.) i s  2 7 4 .  E a c h  m e e t i n g  

c o n s u m e s  a p o u t  1 1 / 2  h r s .  ok t i m e  w h  c h  m e a n s  4 1 1  h r s .  a w e e k  a r e  

c o n s u m e d  in o u r  c o m m u n i t y  e a c n  w e e k  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e i r  s o b r i e t y  &  s a n i t y .  T h a t ' s  a  l o t  of h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  ?< 

e n e r g y  D e i n g  d e v e r t e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i v e  u p - b u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  

a c t i v i t i e s .  It c e r t a i n l y  t a k e s  a w a y  f r o m  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s '  

c o l l e c t i v e  e n e r g y  2< t i m e  t o  e v e n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  

b o a r d s  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a ll of w h i c h  a r e  p o s i t i v e  w a y s  t o  s e r v e  o u r  

f e l l o w m a n .

(



P a g e  2 .
3 / 1 5 / 8 8

N o w  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c o a t  of d r u g  a b u s e  2< a d d i c t i o n  in .lust

t h r e e  a r e a s  i n  o u r  t o w n .  O u r  l o c a l  3 0  d a y  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t

■facility is o v e r - f l o w i n g .  T h e  a g e s  ot t h e  i m p a i r e d  f o l l o w  t h e  

s a m e  t r e n d s  a s  t h e  A. A. ?, N . A .  a n d  a r e  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  T h e

l m p a i r e a  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  a g e  IB i n s t e a d  of 4 0  a n d  i t ’s b o t h  m a l e  

f e m a l e  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  m a l e .  T o d a y  t h e y  a r e  p o l y - d r u g  u s e r s .

In l e t c h n  a n  v i r t u a l l y  al 1 of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

a l c o n o i  a n d  m a r i j u a n a  a n a  t h e n  t o  l e s s e r  d e g r e e s ,  c o c a i n e ,

a m p r . e t a m i n e s ,  d e p r e s s a n t s ,  e tc . W h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d ?  M a r i j u a n a  is 

s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  h a r m l e s s  arid b e s i d e s  i t  c a n  o n l y  b e  u s e d  b y  p e o p l e  

19 2/ o v e r  in o n l y  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s  - y e t  w s  tax 

p a , e r r s  a r e  n o w  t o o t i n g  t h e i r  r e h a b  1 1 1 t a t i  o n  b i l l  in t h e  l o c a l  

relraCi n o u s e .  T h a t ' s  g u i  te a p u b l i c  e f f e c t  f o r  a s u p p o s e d l y  

p r i - a t e  u s e .

m  l e t c h i i a n  a r o u n d  8 0 ’/. of  a l l  p a t i e n t s  u s i n g  o u r  m e n t a l

h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a b u s e r s  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  d r u g s .  A g a i n  t h a t

f a c i l i t y  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  ta:: d o l l a r s  -  P U B L I C  M O N E Y S  - a n o t h e r  

a r e c .  T o d a y  in o u r  j a i l  8 5’/. -  90V. of t h e  i n m a t e s  h a v e

s i g n i f i c a n t  d r u g  ( i n c l u d i n g  a l c o h o l )  p r o b l e m s .  M o s t  of t h e  

a r r e s t  r e c o r d s  d o n e  a t  t n e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c r i m e ,  d o  n o t  s h o w  d r u g s  

as  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  b e c a u s e  t e s t s  w e r e  n o t  d o n e .  T h e s e  d r u g  u s e  

f i g u r e s  c o m e  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  i n m a t e s  t h r o u g n  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  in 

t h e  j a i l .  P e o p l e  w n o  a r e  t h e r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  ?< h e l p  t r e a t  t h e  

i n m a t e s  d r u g  p r o b l e m s .  f-igairi, t h e s e  i n m a t e s  p r e d o m i n a t e  d r u g s  of 
c h o i c e  a r e  a l c o n o i  i< m a r i j u a n a .  l i ue ss  w h o  is  p a y i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e s  
f o r  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  j a i l s ' 71 I h e  t a x p a y e r  s - t h e  p u b l i c !

n n o t h e r  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  a f f e c t e d  is  i n s u r a n c e  c o s t s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t s  f i g u r e s  s t a t e  t n a t  u p  t o  20V. of t h e  w o r k  
f o r c e  a r e  arucj a b u s e r s  .v. t n e y  c o n s u m e  8 0 ’/. of p r i v a t e  c o m p a n y ' s  

i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  c o v e r i n g  i l l n e s s  ?< a c c i d e n t s .  I n c i d e n t l y  t h o s e  
i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  c o m p a n y  m o n e y s  t h a t  
c o v e r  e m p l o y e e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p a y  f o r  a d d i c t i o n  or 
a b u s e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  W e  all k n o w  trie u n b e a r a b l y  h i g n  c o s t s  of

i n s u r a n c e .  D r u g  a b u s e  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  m a j o r  c a u s a t i v e  r e a s o n .  W e  
a r e  a l l  a f f e c t e d  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t n r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

I t ' s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a ,  a n e w  w i d e l y  u s e d  d r u g ,  a d d e d  to  
o u r  s o c i e t y  is  c h a n g i n g  o u r  s o c i e t y  in an  i n s i d i o u s  w a y .  O n e  

e x a m p l e  b e i n g  t h a t  w h e n  m a r i j u a n a  S< a l c o h o l  a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  - 
w h i c h  i s  ari e x t r e m e l y  c o m m o n  D e h a v i o r  - t h e  a f f e c t s  of t h e  d r u g s  

i s n ’t d o u b l e d ,  i t ’s m u l t i p l i e d  4 o r  5  t i m e s .  S y n e r g i s t i c  i s  t h e  

t e r m  u s e d  w h e n  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  in t h e  b o d y  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  I t ’s 

a g r e e d  a l c o h o l  is  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  o u t  it s h o u l d  b e  a s k e d ,  " h o w  

d o  w e  k n o w  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o n o i ? "  I t ’s  e a s y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l c o h o l  u s e  

t e s t i n g  i s  s i m p l e  -  b u t  w e  d o n ’t t e s t  t o r  m a r i j u a n a  e v e r y  t i m e  

w e  t e s t  t o r  a l c o n o i ;  so, h o w  c a n  w e  s a y  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o h o l ?  

h i c o n o i  &  m a r i j u a n a  h a v e  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of 

y e « r s ,  b u t  t n e  m a i n  t h i n g  t n a t ’s h a p p e n e d  in  t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s  in 

o u r  c o u n t r y  is  t h a t  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a l o n g  

w i t n  a n y  o t h e r  d r u g  t n a t  m i g h t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  - c o c a i n e  i s  in t h i s  

c a t e g o r y .  B e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  d u p e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  m a r i j u a n a  w a s  

h a r m l e s s  2<. n o n - a d o  i c t i  v e  - o u r  " d r u g g e d "  s t a t e  a l l o w e d  p e o p l e  to 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e v e n  m o r e  s p e c t a c u l a r 1 y d a n g e r o u s  d r u g ,  c o c a i n e  

w a s  s a t e .  N o w  in  t h e  tiO’s w e  h a v e  a  g r o w i n g  c o c a i n e  p r o b l e m .
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T o  c o n c l u d e :  N a t i o n a l  c o s t  f i g u r e s  f o r  d r u g  a b u s e  a r e

o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  A l a s k a ’s d r u g  a b u s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  e v e n  w o r s e .  

W h a t ’s d i f f e r e n t  a b o u t  A l a s k a ?  W e  a c c e p t  m a r i j u a n a  a s  n o t  v e r y  

h a r m f u l  a n d  c o n d o n e  i t s ’ u s e  b y  o u r  l a w  -  t h e r e f o r e  w e  a r e  m o r e  

s i c k  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  n a t i o n .

H o w  s a d  t h a t  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  m a n ,  w o m a n  i/. c h i l d  i n  o u r  s t a t e  
i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t h r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

In l i g h t  of t h e  R a v i n  d e c i s i o n  l a w  q u o t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
t h i s  a r t i c l e  - t h e  s t a t e  of  A l a s k a  h a s  a  l e g a l  h  s o c i a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  f u l l y ,  w h e t h e r  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  b y  

l e g a l  s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ’s o f f i c e  -  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h e  t r u t h  a d o u t  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  c h a n g e  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e s  t o  

c l a s s i f y  m a r i j u a n a  a s  a d a n g e r o u s  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  t o  s o c i e t y  a n d  

p l a c e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  ?< c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t h i s  d r u g .
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« I h a v e  i’x>T.ni!'.l f.hr f i n d i n g s  r e p o r t e d  :•*. ilr.usr. 2 H i  *5r> ,im! Sena '.■• H i ! ;
< a ''2 of the A l a s k a n  Legi s l at u r e  and have fcun.l t h e m  flawed ami inaccurate,

7 Mer e  is a point by point rebuttal of th** r t n d i m s .  B e g i n n i n g  sentence.-*

a p o s t r o p h i o s  are d i r e c t  q u o t e s  fro?' the bills, R e f e r e n c e s  to the "ahi on a *. 

A c a d e m y  of S c i e n c e s  refer to their p u b l i c a t i o n  M a r i j u a n a  and H e a l t h  which 

repo r t s  t h e i r  1982 s tudy of mar i j u a na  related r e search. I have al s o  en c ' o s e d  

o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  ar e pertinent to the t r p i c  of r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

1) "THC, the mind  a l t e r i n g  incredi'nt in marih ua n a ,  is not soluble :n 

water, but g oes i n t o  the fatty tissues of the brain, testicles, ovaries, and 

ot h e r  internal organs, and takes 30 days to be e l i m i n a t e d  from the body;"

A c t u a l l y ,  TiiC is br o k e n down by the b ody soon after ingestion. 7 t ' s

m e t a b o l i t e s  stay ir. the bod y  for u p  to 39 days, but these me t a b o 1i * °  s  are non-

p s y c h o a c t i v e .  Any t o x i c o l o g i s t  can c o n f i r n  this. 'Jrine testing adv o c a t es  

e x p l o i t  the c o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  TH C w h i c h  is the a c t i v e  i n g r e d i e n t  and is 

n e t a b o l i z e d  r e l a t i v e l y  quickly, and its m e t a b o l i t e s  ( c h i e f l y  9-carboxy-THC,' 

w h i c h  h a v e  no ipsychoactive effect but linger in the b o d y  for a m o n t h  or so.

The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  is from a recent a r t i c l e  by C h em i c a l  S Engineeri.o 

Me w s  (5/2/86). " M a r i j u a n a  is the mos t  c o m m o n l y  a b u s e d  d r u g  and the kine t i c  

of its m e t a b o l i s m  hav e  b een studied ext e n s i v e l y.  It is a l s o  an unusual irvg 

m  that it can be d e t e c t e d  in u rine for a long time. V e r y  iittle of the 

o r i g i n a l  'drug, D e l t a - 9 - t e t r a h y d r o c a n n a b i n o l  or THC, goe s  into th® urir.e. The 

■chemical is a b s o r b e d  f r o m  the b l o o d  into b o d y  fat t i s s u e  w h e r e  it i s  

e l i m i n a t e d  as it is s l o w l y  m e t a bolized. . . (m e t a b o l i t e s )  can be found m  

u r i n e  for l on g e r  than a m o n t h  . . . "

Th e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  is from a C e n t e r  for D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  MMlvR P.eoort 

(9/16/S3). " S t u d i e s  i n v o l v i n g  hu m an s  i n d i c a t e t hat 80% - 90% of the total

dose of D e l t a _9 ~ T H C  is e x c r e t e d  wi th i n  5 d a y s  - a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20% in urine and

65% in f e c e s . "

M o s t  e x p e r t s  c l a i m  that the m e t a b o l i t e s  d i s a p p e a r  10 to 14 days after 

i n g e s t i o n  in most cases. Jrine tests detect t h e s e  m e t a b o l i t e s ,  w h i c h  is why 

the m a n u f a c t u r e r s  are r eq u i r e d  to point out t hat they are tests to indicate 

re c en t  use, not i n t o x i c a t i o n  or impairment. If T H C  r e m a i n e d  in the system fo: 

30 days, an d r e m a i n e d  active, the u rine tests w o u l d  be m a r k e t e d  as a way to 

i n d i c a t e  i mpairment. T h e y  aren't.

2) "the b u i l d u p  of T H C  in the body c a u s e s  the u s e r  to s moke m o r e  

m a r  iguana to achi e v e  the d e s i r e d  high and ma y  r e s u l t  in loss of sleep, 

appetite, and initiative, as well as mo o d i n e s s  a n d  d e p r e s s i o n ; "

Th e  " b u i l d u p  of THC" is a c t u a l l y  tol e r a n c e to the drug, a p h y s i o lo g i c a l  

r e s p o n s e  h u m a n s  and a n i m a l s  have to any drug. It o c c u r s  not b e c a u s e  of the 

T H C  ouildup, but b e c a u s e  of o t h e r  comp le x  b i o l o g i c a l  factors.

\
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M a r i j u a n a  u sers do not hallucinate. T h e y  Jo expe ri e n c e  an a lt e r a t i o n  o: 

their space perception, an'] an apparent e n h a n c e m e n t  of colors. These, 

c o m b i n e d  with impairment of m otor coordination, are reasons why m a r ijuana 

should not be used w h i l e  d r i v i n g a motor vehicle. However, to call these 

e f f e c ts  of m a r i j u a n a  " h a l lu c inations" is m i s l e a d i n g  if not untruthful. 

I n d i v i d u a l s w h o  take LSD hallucinate. I n d i v i d u a l s  d e t o x i f y in g  from alcohol 

a d d i c t i o n  h a l l u c in a t e .  H a l l u c i n a t e  means the indiv i d u a l  sees something that 

isn't there, i;arijuans users do not h a l l u c i n a t e .

Th e  N a t i o n a l  Institute on Drug A b u s e ' s  pamphlet, "Marijuana", is far 

from b e i n g  the b e s t  source on m a r i j ua n a ' s  e f f e ct s .  However, it's claims are 

b a s e d  far m o r e  on actual research than p o p u l a r  myths. It makes no m e n t i o n  of 

h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  illusions, or s c hi z o p h r e n ia  r e s u l t i n g  from marijuana use.

M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as a pain killer is r e f e r e n c e d  above. However, the 

d o s e  r e q u i r e d  to render an individual o b l i v i o u s  to b ody signals such as pain 

far e x c e e d s  s t a n d a r d  levels of use. A s u f f i c i e n t  dose to accomplish this 

w o u l d  a l s o  pu t  the subj e c t to sleep. In is u n l i k e l y  that this presents any 

d a n g e r  to the individual or to society.

6) " a l t ho u g h  it may take a heavy c i g a r e t t e  smoker as long as 20 years 

to d e v e l o p  lung cancer, o n e  ma rijuana c i g a r e t t e  a d a y  may cause lung ca n c e r  in 

three years;"

M a r i j u a n a  is used d aily by over 6 m i l l i o n  .Americans, according to the 

N a t i on a l  Ins t i t ut e  of Drug Abuse. M a r i j u a n a  h a s  b een a popular recreational 

dru g u s e d  by a large p e rcentage of young .Americans since 1965. There is no 

record of cas e  h i s t o r i e s  to do c u m e n t  this finding. If this finding w e r e  true, 

we w o u l d  h a v e  m i l l i o n s  of case h i s tories of y o u n g  individuals with lung ca n c er  

from m a r i j u a n a  use. The cas e histories d o n 't e x i s t  because the sta t e me n t  is 

false.

T.he Na t i o n a l  Acad e m y  of Sciences d e c i d e d  that marijuana smoking and 

t o b a c c o  s m o k i n g  can not be compa r e d  b e c a u s e  the m e t h o d s  of ingestion d i f f e r  so 

greatly. M a r i j u a n a  smokers smoke far less m a t e r i a l s  a day than tobacco 

smok e r s  (up to 2 c i g a r e t t e s  a d a y c o mp a r e d  to 20 - 60), but they inhale the 

smoke far d e e p e r  into the lungs. On the o t h e r  hand, many marijuana smokers 

use a w a t e r p i p e  (or "bong") w h i c h  filters out many, but not all, of the tars 

that c o n t r i b u t e  to lunq cancer.

C l a i m s  that m a r ij u a n a  is more c a r c i n o g e n i c  than tobacco are c o m p e l l e d  bv 

a l ogic that d i c t a t e s  that beca u s e  m a r i j u a n a  is illegal (except in Alaska) it 

has to be more d a n g e r o u s  than tobacco (or in o t h e r  cases, than alcohol). The 

cl a i m s  are b as e d  on the u n d i s p u t e d  fact that m a r i j u a n a  contains more tar than 

tobacco, but ignore the d i f f e r e n c e s  in i n g e s t i o n  and dosage that make 

c o m p a r i s o n s  inaccurate. M a r i j u a n a  smoke is bad for the lungs, it does

T h e r e  :s no c :  ir.•. ra 1 evidence that m a r i j u a n a  m u s e s  schizophrenia. The 

N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  of found th.v drug abuse  was m o r & af ter ,  than not a

s y m p t o m  ra t h e r than a cause  o.' mental or'ol^r.s. Illusions and h a l l u c i n a t i on s  

are o f t e n  s u b j e c t i v e  phe n o m e na  influenced by a.n indivi d ua l s  mental state an.) 

the p o w e r :f suggestion. Individuals s u c c e p t i b l e  to lapses in their g r a s p  of 

real i t y  will c o m p o u nd  their mental p ro blems w i t h  the use of alcohol, 

mari j u a na ,  or o t h e r  drugs.



~

! •ontr ihute to tne formation of iung cancer, an d  I ax c o n”'' need that by th"> 

• n r  ' 30° ■.•••■> wi ' . beg in to b e a r  of case stu d  i es o.‘ :p.:;vj b n i s  ■■•’!- nave i 

as i r-isi.lt of long f-rrx marijisaia use.• -i a  r

Nonothe*ass, it is not true chat a m a r i j u a n a  cigar ft to a i.-iy for three 

~ause Lung cancer. T o f f e r  my own lungs and c o n t i n u e d  he al t h  vs 

oroof.

■’} "?HT affects eggs, sperm, sexual ho rmones, a n ’, the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a 

‘vtus, and m a r i t u a n a  us e  may result in d e f o r m e d  or undc-rsired o f f s p r i n g ; "

rr.ere are no d o c u m e n t e d  cases of m a r i j u a n a  use causing a g e n e t i c  

ieformity. I cha l le n g e  a n y o n e  to provide one.

Tn AprlL, 1994 R alph f!inqson d e l i v e r e d  a paper at a W O R M L  c o n f e r e n c e  on 

" Iffeotr of Ma r i j u an a  l?ce on P r e g n a n t  Women". Dr. H: n g s o n ' s c o n c l u s i o n  was 

chat m a r i v u a n a  use d u r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  may r e s u l t  in a smaller b irth we i g ht  for 

the fetus, bu t  in an a l l o w a b l e  range (similar to the smal l e r b i r t h  w e i g h t  for 

b a b i e s  from n i c o t i n e  or alco h o l  u s i n g  m o t h e r s . ) NCR ML has b e e n  pu b l i c i s i n g  

this since 1984. We r e g u l a r l y  hear, though, fro m  mothers w h o  u sed m a r i j u a n a  

during p r e g n a n c y  wh o  d e l i v e r e d  ba b i e s  of n o r m a l  weight.

L a b o r a t o r y  tests h ave i n d i c a t e d  that u n d e r  some conditions, large Joses 

of "H C  affect the eggs, sperm, and sexual h o r m o n e s  of rats and o th e r  animals. 

T h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  that TH C inhibits sperm m o b i l i t y .  However, the effe c t s  of 

rv.rijuana on f e rtility s e e m  to be n e g l i g i b l e  - as mi l l i o n s  of m a r i j u a n a  

smoking parents will at t e s t  to.

T h e  N a t i on a l  A c a d e m y  of S ci e n c e s  re p o r t a f f i r m e d  that m a r i j u a n a  use has 

-,o e f f e c t  on c h r o m o s o m e s  or fertility.

3) "other physical r e a c t i o n s  to m a r i j u a n a  include i r r e v e r s i b l e  chan g es  

in the brain, sinusitis, pharyngitis, br o n c hi t i s ,  emphysema, i n c r e a s e d  h e a r t  

rate, and d e c r e a s e d  b l o o d  c i r c u l a t i o n ; "

Ma r i j u a n a  use d o e s  not c a u s e  brain damage. NIDA r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  

p r o o f  that it does. My o f f i c e  c o n t a c t e d  the researcher. His d a t a  ac t ually 

s u g g e s t e d  that a doe s  of 50 m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  a day for 30 years w o u l d  not 

c ause b ra i n  damage. 'What N I D A  b a s e d  their c o m m e n t s  on was his find i n g  that 

130 m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  for 30 y ea r s  w o u l d  c a u se  slight p r e m a t u r e  senilis.

An i n di v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  to s m o ke  a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  e v e r y  8 m i n u t e s  for Id 

h o u r s  a day, for thirty years, to suffer a n y  b r a i n  damage - if this s t u d y  is 

conclusive. The en c l o s e d  K O R M L  p re s s  r e l e a s e  c i te d  above re: m a r i j u a n a  

p o t e n c y  c o n t a i n s  more d e t a i l s  of this study.

S m o k i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  to lung and sinus problems, and m a r i j u a n a  s m o k m c  is 

no d i f f e re n t .  Mar i j u a n a  does i n c r e a s e  the h e a r t  rate a n d / o r  b lo o d  p r e s s u r e  in 

some individuals; N ORML ca u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  m a r i j u a n a  use by i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  

c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  problems.

9) "other p s yc h o l o g i c a l  reac t i o n s  to m a r i j u a n a  include loss of memory; 

i m p a i r m e n t  in thinking, r e a d i n g  c o mp r e h e n s i o n ,  and verbal and a r i t h m e t i c  

p r o b l e m  solving; impairment of p e r c e p t i o n  of d i s t a n c e  and time; and anxiety, 

panic, paranoia, psychosis, a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n de n c e . "

. r



T h r  s y m p t o m  mention--! a > n , - . a n y  r-ssation of m a r i j u a n a  MS'5 : n r_:

:r. d: v; Junls, not the b u i l d u p  • V  body. A ma jor j ty of z.ari jutn.t m o k - v  

e x p e r i e n c e  no side-ef feet.-* rrom cer.sat 1 on of use. If these s y m p t o m s  indicat-' 

anything, they indicate the- rn l if. iv» lack of serious s i d o - e f f e c t s  from 

c e s s a t i o n  of use. un l i k e  those assoc: 3t«d with .alcohol and o p i a t e  w i t h d r a w a l .

31 "it is possible for a h u m a n  b eing to o v e r d o s e  from the us--- of 

m a r i j u a n a ,  especially if it is u s e d  in c o n j u n c t io n  w i t h  alcohol, b e c a u s e  it 

i n c r e a s e s  the effects of a l c o h o l ; "

There is no record of a n y o n e  ev«r d y i n g from an o v e r d o s e of m a r i j u a n a .

It is on e  of the least t oxic d r ug s  k n o w n  to man.

Raphael Xechnulam, w h o  i s o l a t e d  the main ingredient of m a r i j u a n a  fTHC 

h a s  e d i t e d  C a nn a binoids as T h e r a p e u t i c  A g e n t s w h i c h  includ e s  an a r t i c l e  by 

•‘arc Segal on M a r i j u a n a’s p o t e n t i a l  as an analgesic. He r e p o r t s  that 

m a r i j u a n a  has promise as a p a i n  k i l l e r  b e c a us e  it is n o n - a d d i c t i v e  and d o e s  

not d e p r e s s  the re s p i r at o r y  t r a c t  Cunlike opiods.) M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as a 

p a i n - k i l l e r  is reported by the N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  of Sciences, a n d  by R o g e r

H o f f m a n  in the book Mari m a n s  as M e d i c i n e ; its p r o m i s e  rests on the fact that

f i n d i n g  -3 is e s s e n ti a l l y  false.

M a r i j u a n a  is a mil d  in t o x ic a n t ,  and as such should not be used in 

c o n j u n c t i o n  w ith other i n t o x i c an t s .  W h e t h e r  m a r i j u a n a  i n c r e a s e s the e f f e c t s  

of a l c o ho l ,  or c o mp l i c a t e s  them, or just how one w o u l d  s u b j e c t i v e l y  d e s c r i b e  

t h e  e f f e c t s  of mixing the two, is b e s i d e  the point that m u l t i p l e  d r u g  use 

p r o v i d e s  m u l t i p l e safety c o n c e r n s .  Marij u a na ,  though, has far less s e v e r e  

c r o s s - r e a c t i o n  with alcohol that  b a r b i t u a t e s  or t r a n q u i l i z e r s  such as valium. 

O n c e  again, a good t o x i c o l o g i s t  can p r o v i d e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of t hese points.

4} "the THC content of a m a r i j u a n a  c ig a r e t t e  10 years a go  wa s  one

p e r c e n t ,  but is as high as 10 p e r c e n t  per c i g a r e t t e  today;"

Pr o p o n e n t s  of jailing p e o p l e  for m a r i j ua n a  use have been u s i n g  this 

a r g u m e n t  as if to suggest that m a r i j u a n a  is ten times mor e  d a n g e r o u s  than it 

u s e d  to be. The p r e m i s e that an i n c r e a s e  in p o te n c y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  an i n c r e a s e  

in d a n g e r  is logically unsound. As w i t h  alcohol, con s u m e r s  c o m p e n s a t e  for 

h i g h e r  p o t e n c y  by c o n s u m i n g  s m a l l e r  doses. A n y o n e  w h o  c o unsels a l c o h o l i c s  

w i l l  c o n f i r m  that beer is no less d a n g e r o u s  than w h i s k e y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  it has 

a l e s s e r  potency.

T h e  gover n m e n t has been t r y i n g  to sell the increased p o t e n c y  a r g u m e n t  

for some time. The e n c l o s e d  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  refers to a New Y ork T i m e s  re p o r t  

ir. 1O S 6 that m a r i j u a n a  had i n c r e a s e d  to an a v e r a g e  p o t en c y  of 3.5%, and that 

thi s wa s  an a l ar m i n g  in c r e a s e  o v e r  the seventies. However, in 1980, T h e  T i m e s  

ran a s i m i la r  story, o n l y  at t h a t  tine they c l a i m e d  that m a r i j u a n a  ha d  an 

a v e r a g e  p o t en c y  of So, m a r i j u a n a  has a c t u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  in p ot e n c y ,  if
vou b e l i e v e  The Times.

5) "Marijuana cau s e s  s c h i z o p h r e n i a ,  illusions, and h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a d u l l i n g  of the senses, c r e a t i n g  the p o s s i b i l i t y  that the u s e r  is 

u n a b l e  to respond to body signals, such as pain;"
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T h e  K a v i n  d e c i s i o n  ot M a y  2 8,  1 9 / b  s t a t e s  o n  P a g e  4 9 4  2.

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law:
" O n c e  a f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  u n d e r  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  

s h o w n  t o  D e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  it h a s  D e e n  f u r t h e r  s h o w n  t h a t  t h i s  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  r i g h t  h a s  b e e n  i m p a i r e d  b y  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n  - g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  c o m e  f o r w a r d  &  m e e t  i t ' s  
s u b s t a n t i a l  b u r d e n  ot e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  a b r i d g e m e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n  
w a s  j u s t i f i e d  b y  a c o m p e l l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t . "

In l i g n t  ot t n e  a o o v e  f i n d i n g  a n d  t h e  c o s t  ot d r u g  a b u s e ,  

b o t n  in d o l l a r s  I h u m a n  e n e r g i e s  !< o f  w m c h  m a r i j u a n a  i s  o n e  of  

t n e  m o s t  o f t e n  actused d r u g s ;  n o w  c a n  w e  a l l o w  l e g a l  m a r i j u a n a /

Hlcoiiol t o D a c f o  h a v e  b e e n  l e g a l  a c c e p t e d  in o u r  s o c i e t y

s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  ot o u r  n a t i o n .  T h e  s i c k n e s s  t h e s e  t w o  d r u g s  

h a v e  c a u s e d  a n d  a r e  c a u s i n g  i s  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  B u t ,  s i n c e  t h e  
6 0 ' s s o m e t n i n g  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  S u d d e n l y  c r i m e s  of a l l  k i n d s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  i s  r a m p a n t .  T e e n  p r e g n a n c i e s ,  t e e n  

s u i c i d e s ,  t e e n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  e p l d e m i c . P e o p l e  p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  

2 0 ' s a r e  p a r t  of t h i s  g r o u p .  I n f e r t i l e  p a r e n t s  i s  a n o t h e r  b i g

c o n c e r n .  Bro) e n  m a r r i a g e s ,  s e x u a l  a b u s e ,  r u n a w a y  & t h r o w  a w a y  

k i d s ,  D u r g e o n i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o s t s ,  j a i l  c o s t s  a n d  a  d e s p e r a t e  

n e e d  t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t r e a t  a d d i c t e d  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .  W h a t  h a s

b e e n  a d d e d  o r  w n a t  i s  n e w  in o u r  s o c i e t y ?  M A R I J U A N A  -  P o t  u s e

b e c a m e  h o t  n e w s  in t h e  o O ' s .  L S D ,  P C P ,  c o c a i n e  f a l l o w e d  q u i c k l y .  

V e r y  q u i c k l y  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  d a n g e r s  of L S D  S< P C P ,  b u t  

i g n o r e d  c o c a i n e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  ot t h e  7 0 ’s. S o c i e t y  p e r s i s t e d  in 

b e l i e v i n g  f a l l a c y  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  h a r m l e s s .  J u s t  o n e  c a s e  a s  

a n  e x a m p l e  ot m a n y .  O n e  17 yr. o l d  in 1 9 7 2  s t a r t e d  s m o k i n g  p o t  

b e c a u s e  n e  w a s  t o l d  - a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s  - t h a t  it w a s  h a r m l e s s  - 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a d d i c t i v e .  T o d a y  n e ’s a r e c o v e r i n g  a d d i c t .  H i s
ilruy of c h o i c e  - M a r i j u a n a .  W e  w e r e n ’t l i s t e n i n g  o r  b e l i e v i n g  
t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  d r u g  i n  t h e  7 0 ’s. W e  w e r e  d e n y i n g  t h a t  it 

w a s  a n o t h e r  " g a t e w a y "  o r u ;  l i k e  t o b a c c o  i>. a l c o h o l .

S o  w n a t  i= h a p p e n i n g  t o d a y ?  F i r s t  s o m e  h i s t o r y .  In t h e  m a n y  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  8 0 ’s t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a l c o h o l  S< a f e w  d r u g  
t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  A. A. w a s  t n e  p r e d o m i n a t e  s e l f - h e l p  p r o g r a m  & 
t h e  S c h i c k  S h a d e l  a v e r s i o n  t r e a t m e n t  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  - 
p r o f i l e  ot a l c o h o l i c s  S* a d d i c t s  g e n e r a l l y  w a s  m a l e s  4 0  S< o v e r .  

T h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  f e w  N . A .  I N a r c o t i c s  A n o n y m o u s )  o r  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  
f o r  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  a d d i c t s .

'today in A n c h o r a g e  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  4 0  N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a  m o n t h .  

In K e t c h i k a n  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  &  t h r e e  A . A .  m e e t i n g s  d a i l y  a n d  t h r e e  
N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a w e e k .  T h e r e  a r e  A l a n o n  m e e t i n g s ,  p a r e n t  s u p p o r t  

g r o u p  m e e t i n g s  8«. a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  of A l c o h o l i c s  (or a d d i c t s )  e v e r y  

w e e k .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r s  of m e e t i n g s  i s  a b o u t  21 a w e e k .  T h e  

a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  m e e t i n g s  ( s o m e  

p e o p l e  a t t e n d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m e e t i n g  a w e e k )  i s  2 7 4 .  E a c h  m e e t i n g  

c o n s u m e s  a b o u t  1 1 / 2  h r s .  of  t i m e  w h i c h  m e a n s  4 1 1  h r s .  a w e e k  a r e  

c o n s u m e d  in o u r  c o m m u n i t y  e a c n  we e ) f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e i r  s o o r i e t y  &  s a n i t y .  T h a t ' s  a  l o t  of h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  &  

e n e r g y  b e i n g  d e v e r t e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i v e  u p - b u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  

a c t i v i t i e s .  It c e r t a i n l y  t a k e s  a w a y  f r o m  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ’ 

c o l l e c t i v e  e n e r g y  i< t i m e  t o  e v e n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  

b o a r d s  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  a r e  p o s i t i v e  w a y s  t o  s e r v e  o u r  

t e l l o w m a n .
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N o w  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t  ot d r u g  a b u s e  I. a d d i c t i o n  in j u s t

t h r e e  a r e a s  in o u r  t o w n .  O u r  l o c a l  3 0  d a y  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t

f a c i l i t y  is  o v e r - f l o w i n g .  T h e  a g e s  ot t h e  i m p a i r e d  f o l l o w  t h e

s a m e  t r e n d s  <ns t h e  A. A. S- N . A .  a n d  a r e  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  T h e

i m p a i r e d  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  a g e  18 i n s t e a d  of 4 0  a n d  i t ’s b o t h  m a l e  

.*« f e m a l e  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  m a l e .  T o d a y  t h e y  a r e  p o l y - d r u g  u s e r s .

In k e t c h i i a n  v i r t u a l l y  al 1 of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h

a l c o n o i  a n d  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  t h e n  t o  l e s s e r  d e g r e e s ,  c o c a i n e ,
o.mpr.etamines, d e p r e s s a n t s ,  e t c .  W h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d ?  M a r i j u a n a  is 

s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  h a r m l e s s  a n d  b e s i d e s  it c a n  o n l y  b e  u s e d  b y  p e o p l e  

19 &  o v e r  in o n l y  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s  - y e t  w e  ta:-:

pa-c.-rs a r e  n o w  t o o t i n g  t h e i r  r e h a b i  1 i t a t i o n  b i l l  in t h e  l o c a l

r t h o b  n o u s e .  T h a t ’s q u i t e  a p u b l i c  e f f e c t  f o r  a s u p p o s e d l y

p r  i * a t e  u s e .

in t .etch if a n  a r o u n d  80'/. o f  a l l  p a t i e n t s  u s i n g  o u r  m e n t a l
n e a i t l t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a b u s e r s  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  d r u g s .  A g a i n  t h a t

f a c i l i t y  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  ta:: d o l l a r s  -  P U B L I C  M O N E Y S  - a n o t h e r  

a r e a .  T o d a y  in  o u r  j a i i  85'/. -  90'/. of t h e  i n m a t e s  h a v e

s i g n i f i c a n t  d r u g  ( i n c l u d i n g  a l c o h o l )  p r o b l e m s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  

a r r e s t  r e c o r d s  d o n e  at t n e  t i m e  of  t h e  c r i m e ,  d o  n o t  s h o w  d r u g s  

a s  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  b e c a u s e  t e s t s  w e r e  n o t  d o n e .  T h e s e  d r u g  u s e  

f i g u r e s  c o m e  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  i n m a t e s  t h r o u g h  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  in 

tr.e j a i l .  P e o p l e  w n o  a r e  t h e r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  8< h e l p  t r e a t  t h e  

i n m a t e s  d r u g  p r o b l e m s .  A g a i n ,  t h e s e  i n m a t e s  p r e d o m i n a t e  d r u g s  of 
c h o i c e  a r e  a l c o n o i  4t m a r i j u a n a .  G u e s s  w h o  i s  p a y i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e s  
t o r  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  j a i l s "’ Ihe t a x p a y e r  s - t h e  p u b  l i e !

n n o t h e r  a r e a  t n a t  tlu* p u b l i c  i s  a f f e c t e d  is i n s u r a n c e  c o s t s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t s  f i g u r e s  s t a t e  t n a t  u p  t o  2 0 ’/. of t h e  w o r k  

f o r c e  a r e  d r u g  a b u s e r s  •v- triey c o n s u m e  807. of p r i v a t e  c o m p a n y ' s  
i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  c o v e r i n g  i l l n e s s  &  a c c i d e n t s .  I n c i d e n t l y  t h o s e  
i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  c o m p a n y  m o n e y s  t h a t  
c o v e r  e m p l o y e e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p a y  f o r  a d d i c t i o n  or 

a C u s e  r e h a b i  1 1 tatiori. W e  a l l  k n o w  trie u n o e a r a b l y  h i g h  c o s t s  of 

i n s u r a n c e .  D r u g  a b u s e  c e r t a i n l y  is a m a j o r  c a u s a t i v e  r e a s o n .  W e  
a r e  a l l  a f f e c t e o  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t n r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

I t ’s o b v i o u s  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a ,  a n e w  w i d e l y  u s e d  d r u g ,  a d d e d  t o  
o u r  s o c i e t y  is c n a n g i n g  o u r  s o c i e t y  i n  a n  i n s i d i o u s  w ay .  O n e  
e x a m p l e  b e i n g  t h a t  w h e n  m a r i j u a n a  !< a l c o h o l  a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  - 

w h i c h  is a n  e x t r e m e l y  c o m m o n  b e h a v i o r  - t h e  a f f e c t s  of t h e  d r u g s  

i s n ’t d o u b l e o ,  i t ’s m u l t i p l i e d  4 o r  5  t i m e s .  S y n e r g i s t i c  i s  t h e  

t e r m  u s e d  w h e n  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  in t h e  b o d y  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  I t ’s 

a g r e e d  a l c o h o l  i s  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  o u t  it s h o u l d  b e  a s k e d ,  " h o w  

d o  w e  k n o w  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o h o l ? "  I t ’s e a s y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l c o h o l  u s e  

- t e s t i n g  i s  s i m p l e  - b u t  w e  d o n ’t t e s t  t o r  m a r i j u a n a  e v e r y  t i m e  

w e  t e s t  f o r  a l c o h o l ;  so, h o w  c a n  w e  s a y  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o h o l ?  

h i c o n o l  &  m a r i j u a n a  h a v e  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of 

y e a r s ,  b u t  t h e  m a i n  t h i n g  t n a t ’s h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s  in 

o u r  c o u n t r y  is t h a t  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a l o n g  

w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  d r u g  t n a t  m i g h t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  - c o c a i n e  is in  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y .  B e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  d u p e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  m a r i j u a n a  w a s  

h a r m l e s s  &  n o n - a d d i e t i v e  - o u r  " d r u g g e d "  s t a t e  a l l o w e d  p e o p l e  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t n e  e v e n  m o r e  s p e c t a c u l a r 1 y d a n g e r o u s  d r u g ,  c o c a i n e  

w a s  s a t e .  N o w  i n  t h e  8 0 ’s w e  h a v e  a g r o w i n g  c o c a i n e  p r o b l e m .
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T o  c o n c l u d e ;  N a t i o n a l  c o s t  - f i gu re s  -for d r u g  a b u s e  a r e  

o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  A l a s k a ’s d r u g  a b u s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  e v e n  w o r s e .

W h a t ’s d i f f e r e n t  a b o u t  A l a s k a ?  W e  a c c e p t  m a r i j u a n a  a s  n o t  v e r y

h a r m f u l  a n d  c o n d o n e  i t s ’ u s e  b y  o u r  l a w  -  t h e r e f o r e  w e  a r e  m o r e  
s i c k  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  n a t i o n .

H o w  s a d  t h a t  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  m a n ,  w o m a n  &  c h i l d  in o u r  s t a t e  
i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t h r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

In l i g h t  of  t h e  R a v i n  d e c i s i o n  l a w  q u o t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  - t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  a l e g a l  &  s o c i a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  f u l l y ,  w h e t h e r  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  b y  

l e g a l  s e a r c h  t n r o u g h  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ’s o f f i c e  -  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  c h a n g e  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e s  t o

c l a s s i f y  m a r i j u a n a  a s  a  d a n g e r o u s  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  t o  s o c i e t y  a n d  

p l a c e  t n e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  &  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t h i s  d r u g .



J U a s k a  j i f a i e

^nuse nf ^Rsprmtttaifties
H o u s e  Jud ic ia r y  C o m m i t t e e

P. O Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4990

M a r c h  22, 1988

Ms. L y n d a  A dams 

P.O. B o x 7171 

K e t c h ik a n ,  A l a s k a  99901

D e a r  Lynda:

T his is in r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  l e t t e r s  to me, bo t h  dated M a r c h  13, 

1988, d e a l i n g  w i t h  the m a r i j u a n a  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  legislation.

W a i v e r  of b i l l s  is a p e r o g a t i v e  of the c h a i r  or co- c h a ir s  of that 

c ommittee. As y o u  know, I a l r e a d y  h e l d  a h e a r i n g  in K e t c h i k a n  on 

H B  55 in the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  having the bill 

in m y  c ommittee. T h i s  w a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  b r e a c h  of the rules we 

o p e r a t e  u n d e r  an d  I am n o t  in a p o s i t i o n  to request a w a i v e r  of 

that bill.

Y o u r  c r i t i c i s m  of the h a n d l i n g  of d o c u m e n t s  you subm i t t e d  to the 

J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  at the O c t o b e r  24, 1987 h e a r i n g  on the same 

topic is no t  w a r r a n t e d .

T he c o m m i t t e e  " r e c o r d "  c o n s i s t s  of the w r i t t e n  minutes, the tape 

r e c o r d i n g  of the c o m m i t t e e  h e ar i n g ,  and the c o m mittee files for 

e ach b i l l  in c o mm i t t e e .  A f t e r  e a c h  t w o - y e a r  legisl a t i v e  session, 

the e n t i r e  r e c o r d  is a r c h i v e d  in the L e g i s l a t i v e  L i b r a r y  w h e r e  it 

r e m a i n s  as the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  for the com m i t t ee  and is a c c e s si b l e  

to the public.

The m a t e r i a l  y o u  s u b m i t t e d  r e m a i n s  part of the o f fi c i a l  co m m i t t e e 

record. It wa s  n o t e d  in the w r i t t e n  m i n u t e s ;  y o u r  c o mments w h e n  

h a n d i n g  out the d o c u m e n t s  are on the tape; the d o c u me n t s  w e r e  sent 

to m y  J u n e a u  o f f i c e  a f t e r  the h e a r i n g  an d  w ere f iled in the 

a p p r o p r i a t e  c o m m i t t e e  files.



Ly n d a  A d a m s

M a r c h  22, 1988

Page T w o

As a g e n e r a l  rule, I n f o r m a t i o n  on l e g i s l a t i o n  in c o m mittee remains 

in the m e m bers' files u n t i l  the b i l l  is up for a hearing, at w h ic h  

time the files are d i s t r i b u t e d  to the m e m b e r s .  The d o c u m e n t s  you

sent are still in the file.

Since we do not o f f i c i a l l y  h a v e  the b i l l  in this committee, it 

is a p p r o p r i a t e  to d i s t r i b u t e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  at such time as the 

b i l l  is r e f e r r e d  and we h a v e  a p u b l i c  h e a r in g .

However, I w i l l  see that c o p i e s  of a l l  the m a t e r i a l  you sent will

be f o r w a r d e d  to the H o u s e  H E S S  C o m mi t t e e .

I ho p e  this a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e s  y o u r  concern.

ylRepresentative

cc: H o u s e  HES S  C o m m i tt e e  M e m b e r s

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s



W r a n g e l l  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

CITY OF W R A N G E L L .  ALA S K A  

P O S T  OFFICE B O X  531 • W R A N G E L L .  A L A S K A  9 9 9 2 9  

(907) 8 7 4 - 3 3 0 4
W ILL IAM  G K LE IN  
C H IE F  O F PO L IC E  

106 TH S E S S IO N

March 4 ,  1987

S e n a t o r  Pau l  F i s h e r  
Hess Commit tee Cha i rman  
P .O .  Box V
Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811  (M a i l  S t op  3 1 0 0 )

Dea r  S e n a t o r  F i s h e r :

On b e h a l f  o f  t h i s  d e p a r tm e n t  and t h e  c o n c e r n e d  members o f  t h i s  
commun i ty ,  I s i n c e r e l y  u r g e  t h a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  e f f o r t s  and s u p p o r t  
be a f f o r d e d  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a ,  
i n  o r d e r  t h a t  s a i d  b i l l  be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
and House f o r  a v o t e .

As an A l a s k a  l aw  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  21 y e a r s  I can 
s t a t e  w i t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e r r o r s  c o n -  
sumated by a l e g i s l a t i v e  body was t h e  d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  
m a r i j u a n a .  Not o n l y  i s  i t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  Law, i t s  
usage  among t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  has e s c a l a t e d  l i k e  a m a l ­
i g n a n t  g r ow th .

In  a l l  f r a n k n e s s ,  I mus t s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  t im e  i s  l o n g  o v e r d u e  
f o r  p o s i t i v e  a c t i j n . o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  combat 
and c o n t r o l  t h i s  s t a t e w i d e  p r o b l e m .  G i v e  l aw  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t h e  w eapon s ,  i n  t h e  f o rm  o f  r e a l i s t i c  and 
e f f e c t i v e  l a v / s ,  and we w i l l  do o u r  p a r t .

w i l l i a m  G. K l e i n  
C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e

WGK : r r k

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J ohn  Sund
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U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M is s i s s ip p i

Research Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Physical Sciences Research Division 
School of Pharmacy 
University, MS 38677 
(601) 232-5324

September 14, 1987

D e t.  John McIntosh  
K etchikan P o l ic e  Dept.
361 Main S t .
K e tch ikan , A laska 99901

Dear D e t.  M c In tosh:

Attached  1s an a n a ly s is  r e p o r t  o f  the  m ari juana  sample #87-3673 you 
sen t to  our la b o r a to r y  on June 19, 1987.

The m a te r ia l  has a p r o f i l e  t y p ic a l  o f  d ru g -ty p e  Cannabis -  high 
a 9-THC ( 4 .3 8 )  coupled w i th  l i t t l e  or no CBD c o n te n t .  The average a 9-THC 
f o r  whole p la n t  m a te r ia l  i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  2.5%, w e l l  below the  THC 
percentage o f  t h i s  p la n t .

I f  you have any ques tio ns  or i f  we can be o f  s e rv ic e  to  you a g a in ,  
please l e t  me know.

S in c e re ly

Cw j u M
Carol T .  Abel 
L ab o ra to ry  S uperv isor  
NIDA M ariju an a  P r o je c t

CTA/kkl

Enclosure

A LEGACY OF ACHIEVEMENT WITH VISION FOR TOMORROW
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R a v i n  v .  S t a t e  P g .  4 9 5  May 2 8 ,  1 9 7 5

9 .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Law
R i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y  I n  t h e  home m u s t  y i e l d  when I t  

I n t e r f e r e s  I n  a  s e r i o u s  m a n n e r  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  
r i g h t s  a n d  p r l v l l e d g e s  o f  o t h e r s  o r  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e ,
1 4 .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Law

The  r i g h t  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  d o  a s  h e  p l e a s e s  I s  n o t  
a b s o l u t e  a n d  I t  c a n  be  made  t o  y i e l d  when I t  b e g i n s  t o  
i n f r i n g e  o n  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  o t h e r s .  ( S t a t e d  a g a i n  
o n  5 0 9 )

1 9 .  H e a l t h  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t
When t h e r e  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  d o u b t  a s  t o  s a f e t y  o f  a 

g i v e n  s u b s t a n c e  o r  s i t u a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  c o n t r o l s  
I n t e n d e d  t o  o b v i a t e  t h e  d a n g e r  w i l l  u s u a l l y  b e  u p h e l d .  
( S t a t e d  a g a i n  o n  5 1 0 )
5 0 0 -
At  s ome  p o i n t ,  t h e  s t a t e s  I n t e r e s t  I n  s a f e g u a r d i n g  h e a l t h ,  
m a i n t a i n i n g  m e d i c a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  l i f e  
b e c o m e s  s u f f I  c l e n t 1y , c om p e I  1 I n g  t o  s u s t a i n  r e g u l a t i o n s .  One 
d o e s  n o t ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s a i d ,  h a v e  an u n l i m i t e d  r i g h t  t o  
d o  w i t h  o n e ' s  b o d y  a s  o n e  p l e a s e s .
5 0 5 -
M o s t  m a r i j u a n a  a v a i l a b l e  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s - a  THC 
c o n t e n t  o f  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  p e r c e n t .
5 0 6 -
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  a s  I t  I s  p r e s e n t l y  
u s e d  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o d a y ,  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a 
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  o f  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i m e n s i o n s .
5 0 7 -
C e r t a l n  r e s e a r c h e r s  c i t e  e v i d e n c e  o f  an  " a m o t 1 v a t  I o n a  I
s y n d r o m e "  among  l o n g - t e r m  h e a v y  c a n n a b i s  u s e r s  Th e
N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  . l o n g - t e r m  h e a v y  u s e r s  d o  
n o t  d e v i a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  t h e i r  s o c i a l  p e e r s  I n  t e r m s  
o f  m e n t a l  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  a n y  e x t e n t  a t t r i b u t a b l e
t o  m a r i j u a n a  u s e   *
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  m o s t  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e r e  I s  l i t t l e  v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  
u s e  l e a d s  t o  u s e  o f  m o r e  p o t e n t  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  d r u g s .
5 0 8 -
T h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m l s s l o r  r e j e c t e d  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  
I s  p h y s i c a l l y  a d d i c t i n g .  I t  a l s o  r e j e c t e d  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  
m a r i j u a n a  a s  u s e d  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o d a y  p r e s e n t s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s k  o f  c a u s i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  t h e  
u s e r .



political gossip, the daily crises, the delicious high that is obtained only 

at the center of the action. Like any lobbyist, he was first of all selling 

himself, and he took pains to develop his public persona of Mr. norml, 

the cool and collected pot politician, party-giver and ladies’ man. In 

fact, he had to an extent modeled himself after norml’s first financial 

patron, Hugh Hefner. But there was another, darker side to Stroup’s 

personality, an angry side. He was angry in part at the drug laws and 

at i political establishment that, as he saw it, loved to guzzle its 
whiskey but denied his generation the right to epjoy its drug of choice. 

At another level Stroup was angry at his past, angry at a small-town 

Baptist boyhood in Dix, Illinois, that for years he had only wanted to 

escape. There was a certain Jekyll-and-Hyde quality to Stroup. If he 

could be charming and considerate, he could also be abruptly cold, 

self-righteous, and intensely critical of others, including his close 

friends and allies, if they did not match him in their dedication to the 

cause. This duality seemed to flow from the influence of two quite 

dissimilar parents: a father with a small-town politician’s live-and-let- 

live attitude and a mother who was a devout Southern Baptist and not 

at al’ tolerant of the sins of the world.

In the fall of 1975 I was asked to conduct a Playboy interview with 
Stroup. By then the reform movement had scored some major 

victories. In 1973 Oregon had ended criminal penalties for smoking, 

and in the summer of 1975 five more states had done the same: Alaska, 

California; Maine, Colorado, and Ohio, norml had provided national 

leadership to this burst of reform, by gaining publicity for the issue, by 

advising state legislators on what strategies and expert witnesses 

might be most effective, and often by paying the expenses for those 

outside witnesses to go to testify. Moreover, norml had begun a 

far-ranging legal program, which involved both aid to individual 

defendants and court challenges to the constitutionality of state and 

federal marijuana laws, and to the federal government’s ban on the 

medical use of marijuana. For many years the government had treated 

marijuana smokers pretty much as it pleased, but now NORML was 

rallying some of the brightest young lawyers in America to the

smokers’ defense.
As I studied the marijuana debate in preparation for my interview 

with Stroup, I began to think of it in terms of a war, a terrible civil 

war. I was struck by the parallels between this issue and the other 

great nation-dividing issue of the time, the war in Vietnam. In both

. ‘ cases the political establishment had been hell-bent to convince young 

Americans of something they refused to believe: that they should go 

die in Vietnam, in one case; that they should not smoke marijuana, in 

the other. In the minds of many Americans the two wars seemed to 

have blended: The slippery little Vietcong in Southeast Asia had 

become the dope-smoking hippie at home, and it was somehow 

imperative that the government's armed forces search out and destroy 

him. The same mentality that could say we had to destroy a village to 

save it in Vietnam could argue that we had to send a college student to 

prison to save him from marijuana, 

v. The marquana war was being waged on one front as a military

‘-V conflict, in which tens of thousands of police and narcotics agents

£ busied themselves arresting millions of young people for smoking 

■nd/or selling the weed. But as n o r m l , the Marijuana Commissi...-, 

President Nixon, Sen. James Eastland, and others began a national 

debate on the issue, it became increasingly a propaganda w«r, fought 

through the media, as the pro-marijuana and anti-marijuana forces 

battled for the hearts and minds of millions of nonsmoking Americans 

who would ultimately determine the outcome of the conflict in the 
^  political arena.

' ‘ In 19761 spent six months as Jimmy Carter’s speechwriter and had 

opportunity to view the marijuana issue from the perspective of a 

'*■'S^Jjpddential campaign. If there is anything to be learned in a national 

P»3palgn, as it moves endlessly from city to city, rally to rally, enclave 

KdhMeiave, it is that America is an incredibly large, diversified, and 

F  jlttntially explosive nation, less melting pot than tinderbox. The 

are all there— black and white, Protestant and Catholic, 

k? Worth and South, immigrant and b’ueblood— waiting for politicians to 

them. N o w  to that list has been added the division between 

W ^ t h O M  who eqjoy drugs and those who fear them. The issue had been 

in 1972, when McGovern supported decriminalization and 

opposed it. Nixon’s followers denounced McGovern as the 

of the three A ’s— acid, amnesty, and abortion, marijuana 

(  been transformed by political hyperbole into “acid,” or LSD. 

fcrtanately, the drug issue was not exploited in the 1976 campaign, 

had endorsed decriminalization early in his campaign. I had 

was motivated by a combination of intellectual honesty 

~ M i  political necessity: the former because he knew his son3 had 

the latter because the issue was important to a lot of young



When Stroup arrived ir: Sacramento, Brownell took him around to 

meet several Democratic assemblymen, one of w h o m  took him for an 

outside agitator and threw him out of his office, whereupon Stroup 

carried his lobbying campaign to Beverly Hills, where he rallied rich 

liberals to contact their assemblymen. The Playboy mansion was made 

available for lobbying efforts, a fact that reflected Hefner’s intense 

interest in the legislation.

The second vote came on June 24. The Re publicans invoked unit rule 

again. During two hours of emotional debate, Assemblyman Willie 

Brown, a black liberal, waved a hand-rolled cigarette and declared that 

people who smoked a few joints were not criminals. (He later said the 

joint was made of tobacco). John Briggs, the anti-gay, anti-pot leader, 

gave the Democrats a candid summary of his political strategy: "It’s 

quite possible that in 1976 your platform will be ‘Grass, Gays, and 

Godlessness.’"
The bill needed forty-one votes, and it got forty-two. In Brownell’s 

eyes the heroes of the second vote were two first-term Democrats from 

conservative districts who voted no the first time but switched to yes 

on the second vote. One of them was Floyd Mori, a Mormon who 

neither smoked nor drank. The refoimers had succeeded in convincing 

him that a vote against jail penalties did not amount to an endorsement 

of marijuana. The other convert was Richard Robinson, a former 

Marine officer in Vietnam who decided that as a matter of conscience 

he could not oppose reform, even if his vote was not needed and might 

harm him politically.

The bill’s passage was denounced by Ed Davis, who said the 

legislature was favoring “pansies and ootheads" and urged Governor 

Brown to veto it. In fact, Brown pos.poned action on the bill until it 

was within hours of becoming law without his signature; then 1:«- 

signed it with a minimum of ceremony. Still, he signed it, and on tin- 

first day of 1976, California stopped putting people in jail for smokir.L 

marijuana.

A  state agency later conducted a survey of the results of tin- 

new law in its first year. It found that arrests dropped from aboir 

eighty-eight thousand in 1975 to about ten thousand in 1976 (tin—  

were for possession of more than an ounce), and about for1., 

thousand citations were issued for possession of less than a: 
ounce. An estimated §25 million in police and court costs u • 

saved.

Finally, in the 1976 elections, there was a political footnote: None of 

the Democrats who supported the reform bill was defeated.

That spring, as the battle raged on In California, strange things 

w'ere happening in Alaska.

The Alaska saga actually began in 1972, with two young lawyers 

sitting around one evening smoking marijuana and grumbling about 

the marijuana laws. The two lawyers in Alaska were about thirty 

years old. and their names were Robert Wagstaff and Irwin Ravin. 

Wagstaff was a native of Kansas City who had done his undergraduate 

work at Dartmouth. It was there, in 1961, that he first smoked. 

Maryuana was not readily available in those days, but Wagstaff was a 

jazz fan, and some black jazz musicians introduced him to the wreed. He 

returned to the University of Kansas law school, then moved to 

Fairbanks, Alaska, where he became an assistant district attorney. It 

was in Fairbanks that he met Ravin, a native of Newark, N e w  Jersey, 

and a graduate of Rutgers. Later they moved to Anchorage and 

practiced law together.

They also smoked marijuana, and as they talked that night in 1972, 

they agreed the legal and political climate in Alaska was such that a 

good test case, with the right client, could overturn the marijuana 

laws. But who would be that client?

That question was left unresolved. Then, a couple of nights later, 

late intervened in the person of a Fairbanks policeman who stopped 

Ravin because a taillight was out on his car. It was a routine traffic 

violation. All Ravin had to do was sign the citation and go on his way. 

But Ravin decided the time had come to take a Jtand. Knowing he had 

a couple of joints in his pocket, he refused to sign the citation. That left 

the arresting officer no choice but to take him to the station. There he 

was routinely searched, the two joints were found, and the case of 

Ravin v. Alaska came to be.
Wagstaff and another lawyer, R. C. Middleton, filed a motion to 

dismiss the charges before trial, arguing that the state law prohibiting 

possession of marijuana was unconstitutional because it violated the 

nght of privacy guaranteed by both the U.S. and the Alaska 

constitutions. In a sense, the issue was not so much legal as political. 

Reformers in other states had made the same right-of-privacy 

arguments and had always been turned down. But Alaska was not like
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T H E  B IG  C H I L L :
A l a s k a ’ s  P r o p o s e d  P o t
B y  J O N  G E T T M A N ,  N O R M L  D i r e c t o r

(T h e  fo llow ing te s t im o n y  w as g iven to  th e  S e n a te  Jud ic ia ry  C o m m itte e  on  M ay 
I, 1987 d u rin g  a  pub lic  h ea rin g  on  S e n a te  Bill 132, w hich  if passed  w ould  
I t i r l B l l w M l i  m a riju a n a  use  in th e  s ta te  o f  A laska.)

Mr. C hairm an, members of the commit­
tee, citizens of Alaska: My name is Jon Getz- 
man and I am the National Director of 
NORM L the National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws. Founded in 1970, 
NORML is an educational organization dedi­
cated to the review and study of marijuana 
use, marijuana laws, and their effect on our 
society.

The M arijuana Tax A ct o f 1937 marked 
the beginning of federal attempts to deter 
marijuana use by making it illegal. Aix.' here 
we are. SO years la ter, living proof of p ohi- 
bicion‘s ineffectiveness, still diicutsing 
whether criminal penalties are appropriate 
for marijuana use.

A laska has the respect and admiration of 
people around the world for its integrity on 
the matter of marijuana use. They are im­
pressed by your dedication to  the principle of 
privacy, which Justice Brandeis once re ­
marked is the cornerstone of all our free­
doms. We are impressed by Alaska because 
we know that your dedication to privacy is 
founded on a deep conviction to,the ethic of 
personal responsibility.

Others, though, respect your laws because 
they are practical. They envy you in that re­
spect. wishing the political climate in which 
they work would allow them to devote their 
time to  more serious matters than debating 
adult marijuana use at home.

There have been repeated challenges to 
the policy of arresting marijuana users over 
the last 23 years that have discredited many of 
the old excuses justifying prohibition. The

emotional voices calling for the imprisonment 
of marijuana users come up with some new 
excuse every few years. The latest is that be­
cause marijuana is, on average, more potent 
today than ten years ago. it is somehow more 
dangerous; more subtle is the implication that 
this increase in its potency renders previous 
research irrelevant.

The claim Is that the more potent mari­
juana of the ’80s is a new, different drug than 
the one many adults tried in the '60s and early 
70s. First of all. as with alcohol, marijuana 
smokers compensate for a higher potency by 
simply using less. Secondly, high potency mar­
ijuana has been on the market, so to speak, for 
thousands of yean under the name hashish. 
Though hashish is manufactured from the res­
ins of oils of marijuana, pharmacueticaliy it has 
a high level of THC .This claim is part of a long 
historical trend of believing that despite the 
discrediting of previous scare stories about 
marijuana, new evidence emerging from re­
search will finally prove that marijuana really 
is as bad as " th ey "  said it was. It is this histori­
cal context that causes me to treat these 
claims with more than a bit of skepticism.

The National Academy of Sciences con­
ducted a review of all the literature about 
marijuana. The study was chaired by Arnold S. 
Reiman, editor of the N ew  England Jour­
nal o f Medicine. Their report. M arijuana 
A H ealth , was published in 1982. There have 
been no new developments since that time to 
contradict their findings. Just as in a court of 
law, there are rules of evidence by which to 
evaluate research claims. Without exception,

the "dangers” of marijuana fail to satisfy those 
rules of evidence to the satisfaction of the Na­
tional Academy of Sciences.

Let me address this bill pointedly. It ts 
based on several "findings" that are without 
foundation. First of all, THC, the drug's active 
ingredient, does not, I repeat, does n o t 
lodge in the fatty tissues of tt*  body for 30 
days, as Finding Number One-reports. Find­
ings Number One and Number Two (which 
claims that this buildup cause "loss of sleep," 
"moodinea," and "restlessness") are simply 
wrong. THC is broken down by the body in a 
few hours, when the high associated with it 
wears off. It is the by-products of this chemi­
cal breakdown that lodge in the fatty tissues 
for several weeks. These have no effect on 
th e  body w hatsoever and th e re  is n o t a 
single study th a t  p roves o therw ise . So 
there Is no "buildup" of THC.

Finding Number Three, which claims "it is 
possible for a human being to  overdose from 
marijuana," is also factually incorrect. Mari­
juana is one of the least toxic drugs known. 
You can not overdose from smoking mari­
juana. Furthermore, marijuana does not inter­
act with alcohol, as other drugs do, and 
increase its potency. Any toxicologist familiar 
with marijuana will confirm this fact.

To the extent that marijuana and alcohol 
are both intoxicants, their use in conjunction, 
and to excess, would be irresponsible, and in 
some circumstances, dangerous.

Finding Number Four concerns the accusa­
tion that marijuana is more dangerous today 
because it is more poterp. The "finding" also 
claims that marijuana averages a THC po­
tency of 10 percent; actually, the average po­
tency of marijuana these days is closer to 3.5 

continued on page 2B
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PETERSBURG GENERAL HOSPITAL
and. Long Term Care Facility 

Phone: 1907) 772-4291 
P.O. Box 589

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 M A R  1 1 '987

M a r c h 5, 1987

R e p r esentative John Sund 

R e p resentative Robin Ta y l or  

Senator Lloyd Jones 

State of Alaska 

Pouch V

Juneau, .Alaska 99811 

Gentlemen:

I a p p r e c i a t e d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  of s h a r i ng  d in n e r  w i t h  you and your 

spouses and talk i n g  about v a r i o u s  l egislative m a t t er s .

However, I did not feel i n c l i ne d  that evening to f u l l y  expr e s s 

myself on SB 32 " R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j u a n a "  but w i s h  to do so at 

this time.

To me, this issue goes b e y o n d  right to p r i v a c y  vs. h a r m  to society.

I look at it as a he a l t h  issue also. For this re a s o n  I s u p p o r t  Senate 

Bill #32. I l i stened to two hours of t e s t i m o ny  on the m a t t e r  on F e b­

ruary 25, 1987.

I add some points that w e r e  not made in those h e a r i n gs .  First, 

people do have a right to p r i v a c y , i n  their own homes, to a point.

However, we ca n n ot  do c e r t a i n  things there such as c h i l d  a b u s e  or 

assault of our spouse or cr i m i n a l  acts such as murd e r,  rape, incest, 

and other m oral crimes w i t h o u t  b e i ng  arrested. I put m a r i j u a n a  in 

that category.

Second, I have a h a r d  time seeing m a r i j u a n a  a l l o w e d  in Al a s k a  i.f

there are federal laws on the books m a k i n g  it a v i o l a t i o n  to poss e s s

m a rijuana in a n y  form in the. U n i t e d  States. Along w i t h  this, h o w  can 

an A l a s ka n  c i t i z e n  have m a r i j u a n a  in their homes w i t h o u t  first b r e a k i n g  

a State law in g e t ti n g  it into the home and that i n c lu d e s  s eeds to g r o w

the plants? M a r i j u a n a  in any form has to first pass thru the streets,

highways, or airw a y s of the State, w h i c h  is against the law.

Third, you might w ant to talk to some newb o r n car e  nu r s e s  in h o s p i t a l s  

such as Ket c hi k a n  or Ju n e a u  w h o  will tell you that b a b i e s  w h o s e  m o t h e r s  

have been smok in g  m ? r i j u a n a  are more  restless, cry more, an d  h ave drug 

w i thdrawal s y m ptoms l O v a r y i n g  degrees. On the o t h e r  hand, they will 

testify that a n y  m o t h e r  who does not d r i n k  alcohol, smoke c i g a r e t t e s ,  do 

drugs, or smoke m a r i j u a n a  hav e  the most heal t h y  and best  b e h a v e d  babies.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  John Sund, R o bi n  Taylor 

Senator Lloyd Jones 

Juneau, A l a s k a

Page 2.

I believe these innocent n e w b o r n s .have a G o d - g i v e n  right to s t a r t  life 

with o u t  b e i n g  in s u b j e c t i o n  to problems creat e d  by their m o t h e r ' s  

m a r i j u a n a  habits.

I w i l l  not repeat the m a n y  comments made in the hearings but I did 

hea r a m a j o r i t y  of t e s t i m o n y  in favor of SB #32. I also b e l i e v e  that 

the m a j o r i t y  of c i t i z e n s  in P et e r s b u r g  and Alaska support S B  #32. You 

will receive or the H es s  C o m m i t t e e  will receive a p e t ition f r o m  pe o pl e  

in P e t e r s b u rg  who s u p p o r t  S B  #32. Therefore, I solici you r  v o t e  in 

favor of SB #32 whe n  it reac h e s  the floor of the legislature.

Sincerely,

Gar y W. G r a n d y  >1

A d m i n i s t r a t o r

cc: /Hess C o m m i t te e  - R e c r i m i n i l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j ua n a  

Ben G ru s s endorf, S e n a t o r  

Ed M a l e w s k i  - S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  H o s pital 

Frank S u t t o n  - M t . E d g e c u m e  Hospital

Incidentally, I h a v e  just learned that S e n a t o r  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f  m a y  

attempt to r e t a i n  SB #32 in C o mmittee. Bluntly, that stinks a n d  I resent 

a n y  imp or t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e i n g  r e t a i n e d  in C o mmittee. P o l i t i ca l l y ,  those 

actions c a n  hurt l e g i s l a t o r s  as the m a j o r i t y  of people in a d e m o c r a t i c  

soci e t y  wan t  those issues d e b a t e d  and v o t e d  upon.



TITLE: "An Act relating to marijuana; and providing for
an effective date"

DATE: 3/4/87

B I L L  N O :  H B  55

The .. Juneau Police D epartment is 'supportive of this 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

The purpose of HB 55 in to r e c rimina lize the possession of 
any amount of marijuana. By achieving this end a number of 
p u r p o s e s  will be served.

In c r e a s i n g l y  it has been shown that the long term 
c o n s u m p t i o n  of marij u a n a  poses a health hazard of serious 
consequence. 7. number of m e dical studies substantiate this 
fact. It is necessar y to reflect that the possession of any 
amount of marijuana will not be tolerated so as to reinforce 
the concept that h ealth hazards d o  exist when marijuana is 
used. Marijuana has been targeted as the single best 
pr e d i c a t o r  of other future illegal drug use.

The p r ese nt conflict that exists between current state and 
federal law tends to create confusion in the mind of the 
public. This conflict creates apathy on the part of the 
public and flies in the face of the need for consistency in 
the law. Disregard and apathy are most readily apparent in 
the minds of the young people of the community. This 
confli ct also creates impediments in the discharge of local 
police responsibilities in addressi ng the problem of drug 
traffickers.

The relaxed attitude toward marijuana in Alaska creates in 
the minds of people that this is a state that condones this 
and other types of drug usage. It creates a marked placed 
for a substance that is legal here but illegal in all other 
states.

The recriminali zation of m a r i j u a n a  would not, as some 
sources are concerned, create a large scale impact on the 
criminal justice system. The p r i m a r y  focus is and will 
continue to be on interception, inte rdiction and prosecution 
of drug sources. This is a demons t r a t e d  philosophy th'-t 
provides cost effective results for resources expended.

Michael  S. Gelston 
Chief of Police 
Juneau Police Department

MSG/ps6



C E N T R A L  C O U N C I L  
t L i n q i t  a n 6  h a i 6 a  i n O i a n  t R i B e s  o p  a U s k a  
3 2 0  W e s t  W i l l o u g h b y  A v e n u e  • S u i t e  3 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

F e b r u a r y  23, 1987

S e n a t o r  Paul F i s h e r

Chairman, H e s s  Corrmlttee F E B  2  4  1987
P o u c h  V  - M / S  3100 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D ear S e n a t o r  Fisher:

I a m  w r i t i n g  this let t e r  In s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  Bill N u r b e r  32 o n  the 
r e c r l m l n a l I z a t l o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

I b e l i e v e  t his Bill will h e l p  s t o p  s an e  o f  the h y p o c r l c y  Involved a r o u n d  the 

Issues o f  s u b s t a n c e / c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  use, w h e t h e r  It b o  In o r  ou t  o f  a 
p e r s o n ' s  residence.

W i t h  all the p r o b l e m s  o u r  s o c i e t y  s u f f e r s  w i t h  the legal an d  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d  

use o f  alcohol I c a n n o t  In an y  w a y  a c c e p t  o r  s u p p o r t  the us e o f  a n y  o t h e r  

m i n d  a l t e r i n g  s u b s t a n c e .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r p a s s a g e  o f  S en a t e  Bill 32 Is n e ed e d  

and will be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

If t h e r e  Is a n y t h i n g  I c a n  p e r s o n a l l y  d o  t o  a s s i s t  t h e H e s s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  this 

m a t t e r  p le a s e  d o  not h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  me.

cc: E v e l y n  E. My e rs ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n

BC M : w b

T E L E P H O N E :  9 0 7 /  5 8 6 - 1 4 3 2



G a l e n a  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ___________________
P.O. B o x  208 •  Galena, Alaska 99741 •  Telephone (907) 656>1303

F e b r u a r y  24, 1987

Th e  H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  

H e s s  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of Marijuana, Senate Bill 32

De a r  Mr. Martin:

I a m  w r i t i n g  this l e t t e r  to f o rmally a d v i s e  yo u  that this D ep a r t m e n t  

t h o r o u g h l y  su p p o r t s  the a b o v e - c a p t i o n e d  S e na t e  bill p e r t a i n i n g  to the 

r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a rijuana; an d  to al s o  soli c i t  y our support of 

the same, for the f o l l o w i n g  reasons:

First, let me b e g i n  by s t a t i ng  that p r o p e r  d rug a b u se  e du c a t i o n  is 

p r o b a b l y  one of ou r  m o s t  e f fective o v e r a l l  m e a n s  of c o m b a t i n g  the 

a b u s e  of c o n t r o l l e d  s ubstances. Our Y o u t h  a n d  others are being taught 

that m a r i j u a n a  is a c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  w h i c h  ca n  produce harm f u l  

ef f e c t s .  To c o n f u s e  this issue, the State of Alaska, first defines 

m a r i j u a n a  as a c o n t r o l l e d  substance, p u r s u a n t  to T i t l e  11 of the 

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  ( C r i m i n a l  Code); a n d  then, w i t h i n  the same b r e a t h  of 

the law, c o nd o n e s  the p o s s e s s i o n  of up to four (4) ou n ce s  of m a r ij u a n a  

by a p e r s o n  w i t h i n  their ow n  res i d e n c e  for their own c o n s u mption. H o w  

a r e  our y o u t h  a n d  o t h e r s  supp os e  to respo n d  to what they are being 

taught, w h e n  they see ot he r s  u s i n g  m a r i j u a n a  in wha t  is s u p p o se d l y  a 

la w fu l  m a nn e r .  This is not only c o n t r a d i c t i v e , but also 

c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .

S e condly, L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  has a d i f f i c u l t  en o ug h  job a t t e m p t i n g  to 

d e a l  w i t h  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  abuse w h i c h  involves those drugs that 

a r e  s t r i c t l y  illicit. To i nt erject a d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  law into the 

C o n t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e  Act, only serves to make their w o r k  that much 

m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  c o n f u s i n g .  A f t e r  a t t e m p t i n g  to d e a l  w i t h  the same, 

c e r t a i n  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  factio n s  may  b e g i n  to d e v e l o p  a d i s i n t e r e s t e d  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  the e n f o r c e m e n t  of m a r i j u a n a  abuse, t h i nking if the 

S t a t e of A l a s k a  d o e s n ' t  care, why s h o u l d  we. A d d i ti o n a l l y ,  State 

P r o s e c u t o r s  a r e  j u s t i f i a b l y  less than e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  pro s e c u t i n g 

c a s e s i n v o l v i n g  m a r i j u a n a .



F inally, the State of Alaska has bee n  rec e i v i ng  n a t i o n w i d e  r e c o g n i ti o n  

t h r o u g h  telev i s i o n  talk shows w h e r e m a r i j u a n a  is the topic of 

d i s c u s s i o n .  On one suc h  show, a g uest e m p h a s i z e d  seve r a l  times that 

m a r i j u a n a  has been " L E G A L I Z E D "  in Alaska. T h e  word: D E C R I M I N A L I Z A T I O N " 

was n e v e r  m e ntioned. T ha t  little a d v e r t i s e m e n t  sh ou l d  give our tourist 
i n d u s t r y  q u i t e  a boost.

In closing, this D e p a r t m e n t  wi l l  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  effort yo u  may put 

f o r t h  in guid i n g S e n a t e  Bill 32 out of c o m m i t t e e  a n d  to the floor of 

b o t h  the Se n a t e  and H ou s e  for a vote.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  Submitted,

Ro b e r t  A. Har r i n gt o  

C h i e f  of Po l i ce

s a n / R A H



R O T A R Y  C L U B
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F e b r u a r y  26, 1987

Se n a t o r  Paul Fisher 

P o u c h  V (Mail Stop 3100)

Juneau, A K  99811

D ear Senator Fisher:

The Rot a r y  Club of Va l d e z  s up p o r t s  the C i t y  of Va l d e z  R e s o l u t i o n  N o . 8711 

w h i c h  urges the repeal of laws a l l o w i n g  for the p e r s o n a l  use of marijuana.

Sincerely,

P a t r i c k  M. Shely 

P r e s i d e n t  

P.O. Box 307 

Valdez, A K  99686



■I

FBI National Academy Associates
Alaska Chapter

February 9 , 1987

Represen tative Terry  Martin  
Alaska S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
P .O . Box V, S ta te  C ap ito l 
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear T e rry :
I  rece ived  your l e t t e r  o f  February 5 , 1987 , concerning the
te le con feren ce  bearing on Senator Pau l F is c h e r 's  b i l l  to  re c r lm ln a liz e  
marijuana and to  be he ld  on February 18 , 1987.
U n fo rtun a te ly , I  w i l l  be out o f  the s t a t e , a ttend in g  an Energy S e cu r ity  
Conference and w i l l  be unable to  p e rson a lly  t e s t i f y .  J. have been very 
In te re s ted  In th is  p a r t i c u la r  s u b je c t  f o r  a number o f  years and, as you 
are aware, I  served as V ice Chairman o f  the Anchorage Crime Commission 
In 1984 -8 5 . Th is s u b je c t  was one o f  our p r i o r i t i e s  then and i t  I s  s t i l l  
a cu rren t p r io r i t y  o f  the presen t Crime C o s l s s i o n  members.
In 1985 , we prepared an ex tensive review o f  In form ation  developed s in ce  
1976, when the e x is t in g  law was passed . I  was ra th e r  taken back th a t 
the D ire c to r  o f the S ta te  O f f ic e  o f  Drug and A lcoh o l Abuse s ta te d  th a t 
there had been no new s c ie n t i f i c  In form ation  gathered s in ce  1976 which 
would support the changing o f  the law . O bv iou s ly , t h i s ,  p a r t ic u la r  
in d iv id u a l has not done the research  th a t I  have and I'm  con fid en t th a t 
there i s  s u b s ta n t ia l s c i e n t i f i c  evidence to  support the  h e a lth  problem  
crea ted  by the use o f  m arijuana .
One o f  the major arguments used to s ta te  th a t  the law should remain the  
same i s  the amount o f  manpower and commitment th a t would be necessary in  
order to  en force  any changes in  the law . In my o p in ic ^ , th is  i s  not an 
Issue— the issu e  i s  the h ea lth  problem c rea ted  by the continuous use o f  
marijuana and, equa lly  important i f  not more s o , the i l lu s io n  i t  g ives 
to our young people th a t m arijuana in  A laska i s  le g a l and, th e re fo re , 
i t s  usage must not be harm fu l.

LINA.486 Officers Executive Board Pat Wellington. 75th. President
President1835 South Braga-* Street. MS 540 S Anchorage. Alaska 99512

SecretaryPO Box 53Willow. Alaska 99688
,007\ 4<K-64M

D tin  BIt iiu . 90th. Vice President. South Centul 
Dale F lo r iu . 9ith. Vice President. Northern 
Ben Neff 94th. Vice President. Southeast
T „ » > ,  U i u f e a M  M . U   .................... ..........................



A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  

Crime Commission
F e b ruary 25, 1987

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Terry Martin 
A l a s k a  House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear Terry:

The Anchor age Crime Commission has endorsed the 
recriminalization of marijuana as one of its 1987 
goals. The Commission  e n t h u s iastically  supports 
your p r e v i o u s l y  stated position on this issue.

The C o m mission 's Public O p in ion survey, conducted 
in the Anchorage area, indicated that there was a 
strong desire by the general public to change the 
present law.

This c orrespondence is to reiterate our strong 
support of this issue and request your continued 
support and endorsement of HB 55. We believe the 
passage of this legislation will be beneficial to 
A laska and its citizenry.

We further request your support in enlisting other 
members of the State Legislature to help assure 
passage of this bill into law.

If the A n c h o rage Crime Commission can be of 
further assistance in this matter please contact 
m e .

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Harold C. Heinze ^
Chairman

A  Committee of the 
Anchorage Chamber 
of C o m m e r c e

415 FStrcct 
Anchorage AK995Q1 
(907)272-2401



A N C H O R A G E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4501 S O U T H  B R A G A W  S T R E E T  • A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99507-1599 

T E L E P H O N E  (907) 786-8500

T O N Y  K N O W L E S  
M A Y O R

R O N A L D  L O T T  
C H I E F

M a r c h  13, 1987

MAR 1  8 A 8 7
S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  

C ha i r m a n , H . E . S . S .  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t at e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V  (MS 3100)

June a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Fi s c h e r ,

T h e  pu r p o s e  of this l e t t e r  is to in f o r m  y o u  of our support for 

S e n a t e  B i l l  32 a d d r e s s i n g  the r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a r i j u a na .

W e  b e l i e ve  that recent r e s e a r c h  m a y  I n d icate that m a r i j u a n a  is 

m o r e  of a h e a l t h  h a z a r d  than o r i g i n a l l y  thought. We b e l i e v e  that 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  sh ou l d  take a serious look 

at r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  h o l d  h e a rings r e g a r d i n g  its pot e n t i al  

m e d i c a l  effects u p o n  the populace. In a d dition, we beli e v e  that 

the y o u t h  of A l a s k a  r e c e i v e  a m i x e d  si g n a l  r e g a r d i n g  the 

a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of d r u g  u s a g e  w h e n  m a r i j ua n a  is e s s e n t i a l l y  legal 

in this state. I n  a d d i t i o n  to that, we feel that the populace 

d e v e l o p s  a scoff l a w  a t t i t u d e  w h e n  the p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  is 

legal, but the p u r c h a s e  of a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of is illegal.

We urg e  that the r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  be broug h t  from 

the c o m m i t t e e  an d  a d d r e s s e d  on the floor of the State Legi s l a t u r e .

If we can be of a n y  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  this issue or 

a n y  o t h e r  law e n f o r c e m e n t  related i s s ue  that you w i s h  to call 

u p o n  us for, feel f r e e  to do so.

Sinc e r e ly ,

T.eputy C h i e f  of O p e r a t i o n s

)S:dl



SCHOOL DISTRCT
4600 DeBarr Avenue • Anchorage. Alaska 

99504
AREA CODE 907-333-9561 

2508 Blueberry Phone #276-1992

October 23, 1986

Ms. Alyce Hanley 

Representative

1024 E. 6th Ave., Suite 200 A 

Anchorage, Ak 99501

Dear Rep. Hanley:

I have enclosed for your information the names of the schools that were in attendance at the 

Alaska Association of School Governments fall conference held at Dimond High school. The list 

also contains the name of the student that was designated by their school to serve as the spokes­

person on business items.

The students did finish the just say no flag and have nade arrangements for the flag to be sent 

to Juneau and presented to the governor. The students also passed a resolution during their 

business meeting to support the establishment of Just say No clubs in schools, support for ad­

ditional Drug Education Programs and unanimous support for repealing the current marijuana stat­

ute for the state of Alaska. I have taken the liberty of enclosing a copy of the resolution 

for you. I think it would be wonderful if you would present this resolution to the house for 

the students. Likewise, if you could recarmend a senator, perhaps Jan Faiks, that would like 

to do the same in the senate, I would be interested in your reconmendation.

Please Let me know if it is possible for you to present the resolution on behalf of the students.

If I can be of any further assistance to you, please let me know.

Also for your information, the Alaska Association ot Secondary School Principals passed a res­

olution for repeal of the marijuana statute. Larry Graham would be the contact person for in­

formation about that resolution.

*■"" ‘ of students & education.

TJ:srv

cc: Dennis Johnson 

St. Dir. AASG A k ! C H o £ a «»e .  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t



A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e

Mr. G e o r g e  N. N e l s o n

i.nchorage C r i m e  C o m m i s s i o n  

415 F Str e e t  

Anchorage, A l a s k a  99501

March 26, 1985

625 C  Street • Anchorage, Alaska 99501

D ear Mr. Nelson,

Our A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  its annual m e e t i n g  on Ma r c h  22, 1985 in 

Anch o r a ge .

L e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  bef o r e  the A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  was e x te n­

sively di sc u s s e d .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  has ident i f i e d  several pieces of 

l e g i s l at i o n  that it feels merit support. Among those bills we will be 

c o m m e n t i n g  on to the G o v e r n o r  and i ndividual legislators are four that 

we u n d e r s t a n d  have been ident i fi e d  as p r i o r i t y  le g i s l a t io n  by your 

C o m m i s s i o n .

These bills are as follows:

As stated p r e v i ou s l y ,  these bills were t h o r o u g h l y  d i s c u s s e d  by the 

A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  The c o n s e n s u s  was a d i r e c t i v e  to relay 

our strong supp or t  for passage of the legislation.

I u n d e r s t a n d  that memb e r s  of your C o m m i s s i o n  will be g oing to J u n e a u  

shor t l y  to m e e t  w i t h  legislators. Please feel free to m ake those 

l e g i s l a t o r s a ware of our supp o r t for your l e g i s la t i v e  pr i o r ities.

If we can be of a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  please do not h e si t a t e  to 

contact us.

HB 178 C o n s p i r a c y

HB 179 Hear s a y

HB 205 Ju v enile W a i v e r

S B - f W ~ 3 ^ _  R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j u a n a

Sincerely,

Del Smith

S e c r e t o r y - T r e a s u r e r ,  ACOP

625 C Street 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501



K i w a n i s  C l ub  o f  A n c h o r a g e
P.O. BOX 101404 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99510

A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y

Whereas, it is a m aj o r  e m p hasis of Kiwa n i s  I nt e r n a t i o na l  to enrich 

the lives of our youth, and

Whereas, the Kiwanis Club Of A n c h o r a g e  is c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in 

a n a t i o n a l l y  promoted a c t i v i t y  of drug abuse p r e v e n t i o n  and edu c a t i o n  

through the Just Sav No F o u n d a t i o n , and

Whereas, the current laws in A l a s k a  do not co n s i d e r  it a crime to poss<

cert a i n  c o m b inations of c o nt r o l l e d  subst a n c e s  in certa i n  amounts, whici

is c o u n t e r p r od u c t i v e  to our efforts in the Just Sav No [to drugs] Prog:

N o w  therfore, be it r e s o l ve d  that the Kiwanis Club of Anc h o r a ge  he r e b y  

e n courages the A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y  to adopt a r e s o l u t i o n  in 

support of c h a nging our statutes to make p os s e s s i o n  of a c o n t r o l le d  

substance, ocher than by prescription, a crime.

KIWKNiS l&ESol-OTiOKL



P H O N E  (907) 656-1205

\ \ J a n u a r y  T , ' - - 1 . 927

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
P . O .  B o x  V 1. \
M a i l  S t o p  3 1 0 0  \
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9981  1 \

-  . i  ,  \
i  \  V.

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n :

\

T h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  i s  
a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  f r e e  u n c o n t r o l l e d  f l o w i n g  u s e  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  d r u g s  
i n c l u d i n g  m a r i j u a n a .  \

We a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d e t r i m e n t a l  , e f f e c t  t h a t  d r u g s  h a v e  . .on t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  who  u s e  d r u g s  a n d  t h a t  s c h o o l s  a r e - h e l d  
a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  l e a r n i n g  t h a t '  s h o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
i t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h o s e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o n  l e a r n i n g '  b e  
e l i m i n a t e d .  \  \i •. \ ' \\ \
One  o f  t h e  b i g  r e a s o n s  t h a t  l a r g e r  a n d ,  l a r g e r  n u m b e r s  o f  s t u d e n t s  \  
a r e  f a i l i n g  i n  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s  a n d  m a r i j u a n a .

\ \
O u r  S c h o o l  B o a r d  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e s  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  s t r i c t e r  l a w s  
on  p o s s e s s i o n ,  s a l e . a n d  u s e .  F u r t h e r ,  we w o u l d  a s k  f o r  y o u r  
s u p p o r t  l a w s  t h a t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a r r e s t ,  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n  o f
d e a l e r s . \
We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C a r o l e  C .  H u n t i n g t o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  
B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

C C H / e l b
0 6 9 / 8 7

c c :  S c h o o l  B o a r d  M e m b e r s
G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t



M A R C H  7, 1 7 8 8

I  F I N D  Y O U R  R E S P O N S E  T O  M Y  P G M  O F  F E B R U A R Y  2 3  C O N C E R N I N G  S B 3 2  

D I S T U R B I N G .  A S  W E  B O T H  K N O W ,  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A  I S  P R C H i B I T E D  B Y  

S T A T U T E  L A W  I N  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  E X C E P T  I N  T H E  P R I V A C Y  O F  O N E S  OWN 

H O M E .  I F  Y O U R  O V E R R I D I N G  C O N C E R N  I S  F O R  C H I L D R E N ,  Y O U  W I L L  F I N D  

S O L A C E  A S  I  D O  I N  T H E  K N O W L E D G E  T H A T  S T I F F  P E N A L T I E S  A R E  P R O V I D E D  F O R  

A N Y O N E  C A U G H T  C L O S E  T O  A  S C H O O L  G R O U N D S  W I T H  I N T E N T  T O  S E L L  M A R I J U A N A .  

Y O U R  C L A I M  T H A T  W E  H A V E  L E G A L I Z E D  M A R I J U A N A  I S  S P U R I O U S  A N D  O B F U S C A T E S  

T H E  R E A L  P O I N T .

T H E  S T A T E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  W A S  W R I T T E N  B Y  F R E E  M E N  A N D  W OMEN F O R  F R E E  

M E N  A M D  W O M E N ,  N O T  T O - S E N D  A  S I G N A L .  T O  O U R  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  O R  A N Y B O D Y -  — • 

E L S E .  W H E N  I T  I S  I M P L E M E N T E D ,  A S  I T  W A S  I N  T H E  R A V I N  D E C I S I O N ,  W E  

S H O U L D  B E  G R A T E F U L  T H A T  T H E  F R A M E R S  O F  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  P R O V I D E D  

P R O T E C T I O N S  F O R  P E R S O N A L  F R E E D O M  A N D  C I V I L  L I B E R T I E S  A N D  N O T  T R Y  T O  

S U B V E R T  T H E I R  I N T E N T .

I N  M Y  O P I N I O N ,  T H E  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  M E S S A G E  T O  S E N D  C H I L D R E N  I S  

T H A T  L I F E  I S  F U L L  O F  D I F F I C U L T  D E C I S I O N S .  T H E  L I S T  O F  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  

Y O U  P R O V I D E D  W I T H  Y O U R  L E T T E R  S U G G E S T  T O  M E  T H A T  S O C I E T Y  I S  R E A D Y  A N D  

W I L L I N G  T O  E D U C A T E  I T S  Y O U N G  C I T I Z E N S  A N  H E L P  T H E M  L . E A R N  T O  M A K E  G O O D  

D E C I S I O N S .  E D U C A T I O N  I S  T H E  O N L Y  R E A L  A!> ' ' E R  T O  T H I S  P R O B L E M .  Y O U  

C E R T A I N L Y  C A N ’ T  D E N Y  T H A T  C I G A R E T T E  S M O K I N G  B E C A M E  I N C R E A S I N G L Y  

U N P O P U L A R  A S  T H E  P U B L I C  B E C A M E  A W A R E  O F  T H E  S E R I O U S  H E A L T H  H A Z A R D S  

A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  I T S  U S E  -  I T S  NOW " O U T  O F  V O G U E "  T O  B E  A  C I G A R E T T E  

S M O K E R .  I ' M  A F R A I D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  R E S P O N D  T O  W H A T  I S  I N  O R  O U T  O F  

F A S H I O N  F A R  M O R E  T H A N  T H E Y  R E S P O N D  T O  W H A T  I S  O R  I S  N O T  L t - G A L .  A S  A  

M A T T E R  O F  F A C T ,  I L L E G A L I T Y  J U S T  A D D S  F U E L  T O  T H E  F I R E .  DO Y O U  R E A L L Y  

T H I N K  M A R I J U A N A  I S  M O R E  O F  A  P R O B L E M  NOW T H A N  I T  W A S  I N  T H E  L A T E  6 0 ’ S  

A N D  E A R L Y  7 0 ’ S ?

F I N A L L Y  R E P .  P E A R C E ,  Y O U R  A S S E R T I O N  T H A T  T H E  H E A L T H  H A Z A R D S  

A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  C A S U A L  M A R I J U A N A  U S E  A R E  M O R E  S E V E R E  T H A N  T H O S E  

A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  T H E  U S E  O F  A L C O H O L  L E A V E '  M E  U N C O N V I N C E D .  I  W O U L D  B E  

V E R Y  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S E E I N G  A N Y  S T A T I S T I C S  Y O U  H A V E  S U P P O R T I N G  T H I S  

C L A I M .  I  S U S P E C T  Y O U R  L I T E R A T U R E  R E V I E W  I S  B I A S E D  A N D  N O T  V E R Y

T H O R O U G H .  I  H A V E  B E E N  A  S T U D E N T  O F  M E D T C I N E “ A N D ' A  H E A L T H  C A R E  ~ " * '

P R O V I D E R  F O R  M A N Y  Y E A R S  A N D  T H E R E  I S  MO G U E S T I O N  I N  M Y  M I N D  T H A T  

A L C O H O L  I S  A  F A R  M O R E  S E R I O U S  D A N G E R  F O R  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L  A N D  F O R  T H E  

S O C I E T Y .

I  AM S I M P L Y  O N E  O F  Y O U R  M A N Y  C O N S T I T U E N T S  M O T  A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  A  

L A R G E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  L I K E  T H E  " I M P R E S S I V E "  L I S T  Y O U  P R O V I D E D  W I T H  Y U L J R  

R E S P O N S E .  I  D O U B T  A L L  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  A N Y  O F  T H O S E  G R O U P S  S U P P O R T  T H E  

S T A N D  -  A  T E A C H E R  O R  P O L I C E M A N  W O U L D  U N D O U B T E D L Y  L O O S E  H I S / H E I R  J O B  I F

T H E Y  A T T E M P T E D  T O  F O R M  A  C O M M I T T E E  I N  O P P O S I T I O N .  i  AM N O T  A  D R U G

U S I N G  F A N A T I C  A N D  I  T O O  AM D E E P L Y  C O N C E R N E D  W I T H  T H E  W E L F A R E  O F  O U R  

C H I L D R E N  -  S O  M U C H  S O  T H A T  I  H A V E  T A K E N - T H E  T I M E  T O  W R I T E  Y O U  A N D  U R G E  

Y O U  T O  R E C O N S I D E R  Y O U R  P O S I T I O N  A N D  N O T  S U P P O R T  S B 3 2 .

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  P E A R C E :

S I N C E R E L Y ,

B .  J .  B O N D ,  B . 3 . ,  M . S . ,  A . S . C . P



ALASKA COUNCIL ON PREVENTION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE, INC.

March 29, 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P .  0 .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  J o h n n y :

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  wo r k  we d o  a t  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u n c i l  o n  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  A l c o h o l  a n d  
D r u g  A b u s e ,  I n c .  a n d  o u r  m i s s i o n  I  c o n t a c t e d  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  t h i s  s e s s i o n  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  C S S B  3 2 .  Y o u r  r e s p o n s e  was t h e  m o s t  s o u n d l y  b a s e d  o p i n i o n  r e q a r d i n g  
t h i s  c o m p l e x  i s s u e .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  my  c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  m i x e d  m e s s a g e s  we g i v e  o u r  y o u t h .  I f  m a r i j u a n a  
i s  i l l e g a l  t o  s e l l ,  d e l i v e r ,  o r  p o s s e s s  i n  p u b l i c  o r  a u t o s ,  e t c .  h ow d o e s  m a r i ­
j u a n a  l e g a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  h o m e ?  W h a t  k i n d  o f  a  m e s s a g e  d o  we 
g i v e  o u r  y o u t h  a b o u t  t h e  l a w ?  When t h e  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  m a n y  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c a m e  f o r t h  s h a r i n g  h o w t h e i r  d r u g  
a d d i c t i o n  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ;  s e v e r a l  s p o k e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  as t h e i r  
s o l e  a d d i c t i o n .

I t  i s  d i s c o u r a g i n g  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  as  a d a n g e r o u s  d r u g .  D u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  1 4  y e a r s ,  o f  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e ,  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  
d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  l i v e s  d u e  t o  a b u s e  a n d  a d d i c t i o n .  I  c o n s i d e r  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  
p r o b l e m  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p r e v e n t i o n  s t r a t e g y .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  b i l l  i s  n o t  t h e  a n s w e r  
b u t  I  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  u p  u n t i l  o n e  i s  f o u n d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  a n d  f o r  a l l o w i n g  me t o  s h a r e  my  c o n c e r n s .

S i n c e r e l y

B e t t e  O ' M o o r  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

B O M : j  r

7521 OLD SEWARD HWY., SUITE A ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518 (907) 349*660?
A United Way Agency
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T h e  m o s t  p e r s u a s i v e  c r y  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o m e s  f r o m  
t h o s e  w h o  w a n t  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  d r u g  a b u s e  b y  y o u n g  
p e o p l e .  W e  s h a r e  t h i s  c o n c e r n  a n d ,  a s  a  c o m m i t t e e ,  w e  n e e d  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  C S S B  3 2  ( H E S S )  i s  a n  e f f e c t i v e ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e a n s  o f  i n h i b i t i n g  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  
b e h a v i o r .  I t  w o u l d  b e  t r a g i c  i f  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  b i l l  
w o u l d  d i s t r g f c i :  l e g i s l a t i v e  'a'WlTl J  l i m i t  a L L e n L l u n  f l 'O W

‘ ^ - g r o e s n o n a r - p r g g m r e . C a t l f t s e r i n ^ V r " s T r ” n t e r V C T y . i f l H  'A n t r  
• T:, ,5Th^i “'Tn<ycTi'0cis" or p r e v e h t i o n ' rnS'E" "h a v e  p r o v e n  records' o F

perforpannf>.#  ■  ........
W e  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  y o u r  v i e w s  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  u s .

l i s ,  C o - C h a i r  
C o m m i t t e e
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P a l r a e R  P o l i c e  D e p a R t r a e n t

423 S O U T H  V A L L E Y  W A Y  
P A L M E R ,  A L A S K A  99645

P H O N E :  (907)  745-4811 J O H N  L.  M c K l B B E N  
C H I E F  O F  P O L I C E

F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 7

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i  s h e r  
C h a i r m a n ,  H  & S S  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  Ak 9 9 8 1 1  ( M a i l  S t o p  3 1 0 0 )

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s h e r ,

I  u r g e  y o u  t o  g i v e  y o u r  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  T h e  
R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a .

I  a m a w a r e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  k i l l  t h i s  b i l l  t h r o u g h  i n a c t i o n  w i t h i n  
y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  I  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  a l l o w  t h i s  t o  h a p p e n .

I  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  h a s  m o r e  s u p p o r t  a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  1 e'>e 1 t h i s  y e a r  t h a n
i t  h a s  e v e r  h a d  i n  t h e  p a s t .

F r o m  my  p e r s o n a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  I  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  a s  a  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  
w h a t  o u r  w h o l e  a t t i t u d e  s h o u l d  b e  a b o u t  d r u g s ,  a n d  n o t  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e ­
m e n t .  T o  b e  q u i t e  h o n e s t ,  o u r  a g e n c y  wa s  n o t  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a r r e s t  a n d
c o n v i c t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  u s e r s  w h e n  i t  wa s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  b e f o r e .  I  kn o w t h a t
i f  m a r i j u a n a  i s  r e c r i m i n a l i z e d ,  my d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  n o t  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e  v i o l a ­
t o r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t u t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h i s  l a w  
w o u l d  m a k e  i s  o f  m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  y o u t h  o f  o u r  s t a t e .  N o b o d y  s h o u l d  
w a n t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g r o w  u p  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  u s i n g  d r u g s  i s  O . K .

I  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  c i t i z e n s  g r o u p s  i n  
t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  s t r o n g l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a ­
t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a n y  s u p p o r t  y o u  c a n  p r o v i d e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

J L M / p b
c c :  S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u l a

S e n a t o r  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o n  L a r s o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a r d  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
P r e s i d e n t  A C O P  P a t  S h e l y

^ o h n  L .  M c K i b b e n  
C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e
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TOGIAK CITY COUNCIL
P.O. Box 99 

Togiak, Alaska 99678 

(907) 493-5820
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s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  a d i f f e r e n t  a c c r o a c h .  In n l a s r  a.. t o  s e l l

a lo o n e  l ie b e v e r a g e s  . v o u  (rust h a v e  a 1; o u o r  l i c e n s e  a n o  1 r. 

•Za.na.oa v o n  g o  t o  a s t a t e  l i a u o r  s t o r e  t o  b u v  l i a u o r .  S i n c e  

m a r i j u a n a  is  a d r u g ,  w h v  n o t  at l e a s t  h a v e  it l i c e n s e d  s o  we 

c a n  g e t  it o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  d o o e  d e a l e r s  a n d  c r i m i n a l s .

H e r  e i |~. t h e  v 1 1 i a g e  0 1  : d o  i a k  ■ t h e  t i c s  os * 1 v  . w  •; or

s c o v t  < . 5 0  w o r t h  o f  m a r i j u a n a  in o n e  t i n .  c i o a  * e t t e .
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAME: LYNDA ADAMS TITLE:ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 7171CITY: KETCHIKAN, AK ZIP: 99901°HONE: N/R- SILL NO: SB 32SUBJECT: PENALTY FOP POSSESSION OF MARIJUANAMESSAGE: TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR THE YOUTH OF ALASKA IF YOU DON'T PASS SENATE BILL 32 OUT OF THE YGUR COMMITTEE SOON. THE VERY LEAST YOU COULD DO IS TO WAIVE SENATE BILL 32 OUT OF YOUR COMMITTEE NOW AND SEND ON TO JUDICIARY SO IT CAN BE VOTED ON THE FLOOR RIGHT AWaY. PLEASE!

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAME: DANA LECORNU TITLE:ADDRESS: CIPT MOD 0, 1300 E. 9THCITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99501PHONE: n/R- BILL NO:SUBJECT: UNFAIR TRIALMESSAGE: THE LEGISLATURE IS PART OF THE CHECK AND BALANCE OF THE STATE GO MENT, WHY ARE THEY CHECKING INTO A COURT THAT ALLOWS AN INNOCENT TO BE CO­ED IN AN UNFAIR TRIAL WHERE THE JUDGE, PROSECUTOR AND PUBLIC DEFENSE ATTCR DO SECRETLY CONSPIRE TOGETHER TO CONVICT AN INNOCENT MAN.

POMID: 08101925 OATE: 03/19/88 TIME: 10:19:25 LIONAME: KETCHIKAN LIO
COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES SENATOR!

POHID: 03099090 DATE: 03/19/88 TIME: 09:9^:90 LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAME: KENRIETTA CUSACK TITLE:ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 9047CITY: KETCHIKAN ZIP: 99901PHONE: 225-4431 BILL NO: SB 32SUBJECT: PENALTY FOR POSSESSION OF MARIJUANAMESSAGE: AS A HEALTH PROFFESIONAL AND PARENTS HE KNOW THE COST IN DOLLARS AND HUMAN SUFFERING THAT MARIJUANA IS NOW CAUSING. PLEASE MOVE SB32 OUTOF YOUR COMMITTEE NOW. THE USE OF MARIJUANA AFFECTS FAR MORE PEOPLE THAN JUST THE USER. ITS NOT AN ISSUE OF RIGHT OF PRIVACY ANYMORE. THANK YOU.

POMIO: 08130150 DATE: 03/09/88 TIME: 13:01:50 LIONAME: KETCHIKAN LIO
COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES SENATOR
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR
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A N T M O R E  T H A N  D R U N K  D R I V E R S ,  N O R  T H E  N E G A T I V E  I N F L U E N C E S  I T  H A S  O N  Y O U N G  P E O P L E .  

P L E A S E  V O T E  F O R  R E C R I M I N A L I Z I N 6  M A R I J U A N A  U S E A G E  -  S E N A T E  B I L L  3 2 .

P O M I D :  0 8 1 4 1  

D A T E :  0 2 / 1 ;  

T I M E :  1 4 : 0 i  

L I O N A M E :  K E T C I

C O P I E S :  P E P R

S U N D



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

N A M E :  M E R T A  i U F F E R  
T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  1 3 9  J E F F E R S O N

C I T Y :  K E T C H I K A N *  A K  Z T P :  9 9 9 0 1
P H O N E :  N / R -  

B I L L  N O :  S 5  3 2

S U B J E C T :  P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A

T r n ^ c r i T c e ^  T °  R E C R I t 1 I N A L I 2 E  M A R I J U A N A  A W )  T H U S  A G R E E  W I T H  T H E  R E S T  
U r  i n t  U N I T E D  S T A T E S .

P O M I O :  0 B 1 4 .  

D A T E :  0 2 / 1 .  

T I M E :  A < « : i  

L I O N A M E :  *,ETCI

C O P I E S :  3 E P R

5UN D
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P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

N A M E :  K A T H L E E N  F A R R  

T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  7 0 6  B A Y V I E M

C I T Y :  K E T C H I K A N ,  A K  ,  Z I P :  9 9 9 0 1

P H O N E :  N / R -

B I L L  N O :  S B  3 2  \

S U B J E C T :  P E N A L V v  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A  • |

M E S S A G E :  P L E A S E  R E C R I M I N A L I Z E  H A R I J U A N A .  I T  i f c  A S  H A R M F U L  A S  A L C O H O L  T O  T H E  a

A D D I D C T E D  AN D T H E I R  F A M I L I E S .  , 3

P O M I D :  0 8 1 9 1  

D A T E :  0 2 / 1 2  

T I M E :  1 9 : 1 9  

L I O N A M E :  K E T C H

C O P I E S :  R E P R E

S U N O

tI5



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAME: MARTY JACKSON TITLE:ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 694CITY: WARD COVE ZIP: 99926PHONE: 225-9726 BILL NO: SB 32SUBJECT: PENALTY FOR POSSESSION OF MARIJUANAMESSAGE: MARIJUANA HAS NOU BEEN PROVEN TO BE FIVE TIMES AS DAMAGING TO THE HEART TrAN TOBACCO ANU 4-5 TIMES AS DAMAGING TO THE LUNG. "RAVEN" STATES PAGE 495 "WHEN THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL DOUBT AS TO THE SAFETY OF A GIVEN SUBSTANCE OR SITUATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH, CONTROLS TO OBVIATE THE DANGER WILL USUALLY BE UPHELD". RECRIMINALIZE MARIJUANA. PASS SB32.

POMID: 06143651 DATE: 03/09/66 TIME: 14:38:51 LIONAME: KETCHIKAN LIO
COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES

ADAMSSUNDHANLEYBARNESGOLLGRUSSENDORFDONLEYELLISGRUENBERGHUDSONKOPONENPHILLIPS



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

J

N A M E :  

T I T L E :  

A D D R E S S :  

C I T Y :  

P H O N E :  

B I L L  N O :  

S U B J E C T :  

M E S S A G E :

L L O Y D  i  S H I R L E Y  N A U L T

1 0 1 0  F I R S T  A V E .

K E T C H I K A N  Z I P :  9 9 9 0 1

2 2 5 - 3 9 5 1  

S B  3 2

P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A

P L E A S E  P A S S  S B 3 2  A S  W R I T T E N  O R  S T R O N G E R  W O R D I N G  I F  A M E N D E D .  S E L L E R S  

OR P E D D L E R S  S H O U L D  H A V E  A  M U C H  S T R O N G E R  D E T E R M E N T  P A R T I C U L A R Y  I F  S E L L I N G  
T O  S T U O E N T S .



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEARS REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAME: JIM GOOOMAN TITLES AODRESSS P.O. BOX 2106CITYS DELTA JUNCTION, ALASKA ZIPs 99737PHONES 895-4279 BILL NOS SB 211 SUBJECTS CIVIL LIABILITYMESSAGES I ENTOURAGE YOU TO SUPPORT CSSB 211.

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEARS REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAMES PARISH COUNCIL, HOLY NAME CHURCH TITLES ADDRESS: 433 JACKSONCITYS KETCHIKAN, AK ZIP: 99901PHONES N/R- BILL NOS SB 32SUDJECTS PENALTY FOP POSSESSION OF MARIJUANAMESSAGE: THE PARISH COUNCIL OF HOLY NAME CHURCH SUPPORTS THE MOOERNIZATIO* ALASKA'S MARIJUANA LAWS BY RECIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA IN ALASKA AMO UR( THC ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO PASS SD 32. .



P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

N A M E :  EDWARO H E T T Z G E R  

T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  B O X  2 1 7  

C I T Y :  W IL L O W  

P H O N E :  4 9 5 - 6 2 8 7  

B I L L  N O :  S B  5 6  

S U B J E C T :  A t M J I T Y  P R O G P A M  

M E S S A G E :  I  A P P R O V E  O F  S B  5 6  A S  I T

Z I P :  9 9 6 8 6

I S  NOW W R I T T E N .

P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R !  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

N A M E :  B O B  H A T T  

T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  R T . 2 ,  B O X  1 7 6

C I T Y :  K E T C H I K A N ,  A K  Z I P :  9 9 9 0 1

P H O N E :  N / k -  

B I L L  H O :  S O  3 2

S U B J E C T :  P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A

H E S S A G E :  I N  MY O P I N I O N  I T  I S  N O T  R E A L I S T I C  T O  W AVE L A W S  W H E R E B Y  A P E R S O N  CAI

A L I T T L E  G U I L T Y .  I L L E G A L  D R U G S ,  I N C L U D I N G  M A R I J U A N A ,  S H O U L D  B E  I L L E G A L , P E R )

I  S T R O N G L Y  S U P P O R T  T H I S  B I L L  ANO U R G E  Y O U  T O  V O T E  I N  F A V O R  O F  I T  I N  C O M M I T T E l

ANO ON  T H E  F L O O R .  T H A N K  Y O U .



P U B L I C  O P I N I O 1 1 M E S S A G E

D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

N A M E :  E D N A  K L E M H E  

T i T L E :

:  1 1 2 1 4  A U R O R A  S T R E E T  

C I T Y :  E A G L E  R I V E R  Z I P :  9 9 5 7 7

P H O N E . '  6 9 4 - 4 0 1 6  

N O :

1 U B J E C T :  C O M M U N I T Y  B A S E  S E R V I C E S
:  R E S T O R E  1 . 6  M I L L I O N  D O L L A R S  T O  T N E  B U D G E T  A N D  A O D  2  M I L L I O N  D O L L A R S  T O  

I E L P  P E O P L E  O N  T H E  N A I T I N G  L I S T .

.
P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O P

N A M E :

t i t l e :

A D D R E S S :  

C I T Y :  

P H O N E :  

B I L L  N O :  

S U B J E C T :  

M E S S A G E :  

B E C O M E  I N  

A L L ,  T H A T

M Y P A  S T A N T O N  

3 B 1 7  F A I R V I E W  A V E .
K E T C H I K A N  Z I P :  9 9 9 0 1

2 2 5 - 3 4 0 6

S B  3 2
P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A
P L E A S E  P A S S  S B 3 2  T O  R E C R I M I N A L I Z E  M A R I J U A N A .  I  F E E L  H E  N E E D  T O  

L I N E  W I T H  T H E  R E S T  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S ,  A N O  S E N O  A M E S S A G E  T O  

M A R I J U A N A  I S  H A R M F U L  T O  T H E  HU M A N  B O D Y .  T H A N K  Y O U .



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

N A M E :  C L Y O E  J O H N S O N  

T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  2 0 5 1  S E A  LEV'L D R .  » 2 0 3

C I T Y «  K E T C H I K A N  Z I P :  9 9 9 0 1

P H O N E :  2 2 5 - 3 2 5 0  

B I L L  N 0 >  S B  3 2

S U B J E C T :  P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A

M E S S A 6 E :  P L E A S E  P A S S  T H I S  B I L L  F O R  T H E  H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  O F  A L A S K A N S .

J
P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

N A M E : N j O B  N E S T E L  

T I T L E :  \

A D D R E S S :  1 6 0 1 0  E A S V  S T R E E T  « 2  

C I T Y :  E A G L G ' R I V E R  

P H O N E :  6 9 9 - 4 3 ^ 2  

B I L L  N O :  \

S U B J E C T :  I N S U R A N C E , C O M P A N I E S  S T O R Y  

M E S S A G E :  I N  T H E  M A R C H  2 3 ,  A N C H O R A G E  D A I L Y  p £ W S  A N D  A N C H O R A G E  T I M E S  I S  A N  A 

C I A T E D  P R E S S  S T O R Y  C O N C E R N I N G  0  S T A T E  A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L S  F I L I N G  S U I T  A G A I N S T



T E L EC OP Y COVE P. SHEET

4 pages (not including tnis sheet) for the

House HESS Committee re SB 32 - P o s s e s s i o n  of M a r i j u a n a

F r o m  H e l e n  Simmonds, via the B ar ro w LIO

Originals will be m a i l e d  to the Co mmittee V '/̂ ^  / & &

4 /1 5 /8 8



We, Che undersigned w holehearted ly agree che m arijuana is  a se rio u s  heulch
problem and uc a rc  in  support o f seeing ic  i l l e g a l  Co posess in  any amounc.
Therefor'.!, we ask tha t the A laska L e g is la tu re  pass 'SB 32.

ADDRESS

i ' / 2 l  $ r c u

L J & L  k

^  * /  -------------------
^ i'w c $  I / ? ,  d /'" ________

 lx>* V JtT  %2uJ- A^-j
K i k  s &  T * < j - / fc

/,£

2 %  n p y J c  p a X 3 S H  ' jB & c y

{(Jtj'ccd'Ci_ Y)- ~[j0 ( 1 v£ox h O  K S clWOo-)_________

*_ AA < -̂ LL̂ O . Ji7& c<, <ĵ 4»'.

H -  0  k p - j o ________________
________ ,C ^  _̂S'<-______, '• '-rU ^ cT ~ '____________

__________ $yoytl3?>  £&*7VA______________

 Q . k u c l f r 1^ _______________ 1 3 ^  ^ U n , J __________

S* _ I  J ^

j / f  % x x  S V  / £ l u  ^

r : . - , *  y , . ,  • . ' . ;  i w _______________

S d s / ,  > •c&L . A \  ! 2 f ) ^  ^ C yJ.______________



We, Che undersigned wholeheartedly agree the marijuana is a serious health 
problem and u p . are in support of seeing it illegal to posess in any amount. 
Therefore, we ask that the Alaska Legislature pass-SB 32.

HAME A D D R E S S

/ ifrh , c________________ 2 A 2 ________B r & / 4 ^

_______________ t / /  V  A / ^ u j a U -_______

‘■/tb-tytzyf___________   •’V / 5 ___________________ / / / f  •

 &  /C & /« ./?,/ ,4 / t l
C & azJL  a o fe rfu JE  S h , JO'S_________________

!  &1__________________

Tl-l QAsjyUJ____

'Ahsyirn-tJ. P  A /n  i ^ S u t , -4 /c

A 4 ta jj 'd A jZ tu u ^ .__________ ftJ  ( a I 4 S ( .&  ) 2 f e ________

 ------------
~^Z-dL ______________ j> /3

L Z & A A jU O rl

O ^ - ' l T i A - i  9 > -  G ^ ± ^ < L g L / z . A -  k ?  ^  &  X  c J  ?  /  / 5 « ^ u t - e c

%

Vv

r  ^

H t h l j c U l .  A a A U a a / i

j / a s U -w .J fe -  % r i> S ,£ y i



We, che undersigned w ho lehearted ly  agree the m arijuana Is  a se riou s  hea lth
problem and we are In  support o f see ing I t  i l l e g a l  to  posess In  any amount.
T h e re fo re , we ask th a t Che A laska L e g is la tu re  pass'SB 32.

NAME

n l j u i U k i u l z
ADDRESS

&

*  A/er/h Z d fL Z

^ £ s\u m  e rf f r ?  i
P̂u PPam/  f±x£pgp%/_ Beyi- ?  "PX&Pyv-cA c l-P r e7 T 7 t''J7

?77

i ^ K A ^ S L J b r t i  / S < r r  7W  / 5 U -  y-uû -Lj Q J tu J *

2 llg  q a(^ L ^ . ,^ 7  W X ff& J f '  @ X )K  !. ^ H  f
P  yP y £ ,\J

X ______rP> <r X  I ?  <Yr<p'V 1̂ .—

9 9 7 2

C k n ln d t . IM e

A/W v^ P tv--

{pba-iCS?? 3 S > 7 > J

^ t f a S a k ^

■ $X£' /  7 7  /^ g /y isu / Q Jp. -P-

Q p t/ts f "  '???/&  /B fU .̂ 1  SA&?

J ^ U  jy  4 '
n

d f a  y / 3 5 '



5

We, the undersigned w holehearted ly agree the m arijuana is  a s e riou s  hea lth
problem and we a re  in  support o f see ing  i t  i l l e g a l  to  posess in  any amount.f  Cl
T he re fo re , we ask tha t the A laska L e g is la tu re  pass'SB 32.

NAME A D D RE SS

iil.

4 s- .U l

1—^ SZaAjiA S o y  2 V4,
ji

y ? M ,,rG  $ . . U k _
A. Jv ls ^

p . \£as3Go

f o x

f l v

1n

l O c > S

/?>%< -7C L.

P.O.  £>oy. 3  ^ *7 Ajc-

rx:f t
Sos? *7#

1

I
*V»



A t t a t c h e d  is a co py  of M a r i j u a n a  and Health, t h e  seminal s tu dy  

on ma ri j u a n a  in the U.S. T a b b e d  are pages w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  

th a t contr ad i ct s findings in CSSB-32. In m a n y  c as es  CSSB-32 

overs ta te s the findings in the study.

Al so  a tt atched is i n f or ma ti on  from the s p o n s o r  c i t i n g  w h e r e  he 

got the inform a ti on  for t he b i ll's findings. T h e  c i t a t i o n  

"original" refers to i n fo rm at io n g a th e r e d  for Rep. M a r t i n ' s  

original Ho us e bill. T h e  first p a g e  of a m e m o  p r e p a r e d  for 

Rep. M a r t i n  by H ou s e R e s e a r c h y  on his bill s t a t e s  "(a)s you  

(Rep. Martin) requested, I ha ve  n ot included a n y  r e s e a r c h  

w h i c h  disputes the f i n d i n g s 4set out in the bill. "

As you can see from even t h e  c u r s o r y  information, the  findings 

ir CSSB-32 are misleading, and some are c o m p l e t e l y  incorrect. 

T he r esearch done on the bill d id not include a ny i n f o r m a t i o n 

c on tr a d i c t i n g  t he s po nsor's wishes, even if it d i d  e xi st  

(which it d o e s ) . Based on this alone, a law b a s e d  on CSSB-35 

will be di ff ic ul t  to d e f e n d  agai ns t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  attack,

R a v i n  v. State, 494 P . 2d 537 (Alaska 1975), set out the 

co ns titutional right ot p r i v a c y  u n d e r  our A l a s k a  constitution. 

To overcome R a vi n  as CSSB-32 purp or ts  to do, t h e r e  m u s t  be

May 5, 1987

Senate Judiciary Staff Co-counsel



acc ur at e findings justifying an intrusion into a p r i v a t e  home 

CSSB-32 does not set out accurate findings. Thus, in 

counsels' opinions, it does not m e e t  c o n s t i tu ti o na l st an dards



M a r i j u a n a  a n d  H e a l t h

R eport o f  a Study 
by a Cc;nm ittee o f  the 

INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE 
Division o f  Health Sciences Policy

NATIONAL ACADEMY PRESS 
Washington, D.C. 1982
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A s p e r g i l lu s ,  a fu n g u s , i s  a common c on tam in an t o f  seme c an n ab is  
(L le w e l ly n  and O 'R e a r , 1 9 7 7 j L lam as e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  The sp o re 3  pass 
e a s i l y  th ro u g h  c on tam in a ted  m a r i ju a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  and when smoked a re  
p resum ed t o  e n t e r  th e  b od y .

A v a r i e t y  o f  e f f e c t s  on  c e l l u l a r  p ro c e s s e s  have been r e p o r t e d , 
u s u a l l y  baaed on  s t u d ie s  o f  in  v i t r o  sy s tem s . The low  w a te r 
s o l u b i l i t y  o f  th e  c a n n a b in o id s  and the  need t o  add s o lv e n t s  and 
e m u ls i f i e r s ,  a lo n g  • v i t h . ' a ' eo*maon ten den cy  tb  u se  h ig h e r ’ in  v i t r o  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s , th a n  o c c u rs  fn  .^ liv in g  a n im a ls ,''m ak e s  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
such  e x p e r im e n ts  d 1 f f i c u l t V  ^r < r «. a - .............

I n  r e la t e d  s t u d i e s ,  A-g-THC a l t e r s  th e  a c t io n s  o f  a number o f  
i n t r a c e l l u l a r  enzyme s y s tem s . The b i o l o g i c a l  r e le v a n c e  o f  th e se  
d rug /en zym e i n t e r a c t i o n s  i s  t v l l l  u n c le a r  a t  t h i s  t lm a , b a t ,  t o g e th e r  
w ith  th e  c y t o t o x i c i t y ,  i t  s u g g e a ts  t h a t  A-g-THC i s  p ro d u c in g  marked 
e f f e c t s  on c a l l  mambranes and i n t r a c e l l u l a r  p r o c e s s e s .

A lm ost n o th in g  i s  known o f  th e ^ m o le c u la r  mechanisms by which 
c a n n a b in o id s  p rod u ce  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  in  c e l l s .

th e  t a r g e t  c e l l s .

T o le r a n c e  t o  m ost c a n n a b in o id  e f f e c t s  has been d em on s tra te d  b o th  
in  a n im a ls  and human b e in g s  (J o n e s ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  T o le r a n c e  "can d e v e lo p  
r a p i d l y  a f t e r  o n ly  *  f e v r w a l l  d o s e e r^ - Ib .  d is a p p e a r s  a t  an e q u a l ly

i t a  p a t t e r n  o f  r a p id  a c q u i s i t i o n  and l o s s ,  a re  s im i la r  t o  t h a t  
o c c u r r in g  w ith  o p i a t e s ,  n i c o t i n e ,  and c o c a in e  (J o n e s , 1 9 8 1 ) .  Most 
e v id e n c e  s q g g e ita , f u n c t i o n a l  r a t h a r  th a n  d ls p o s i t i o n a i 'm a a n s  o f  
a c q u i r in g  t o le r a n c a .

The d e ve lopm en t o f  such t o le r a n c e ' t o  c a n n a b is 'd o e s ^ n o t  * 
n e c e s s a r i ly  have  h e a lt h  im p l i c a t i o n s .  H ow ever, i f  t o le r a n c e  s h o u ld  
le a d  t o  higher.' o r  m ore f r e q u e n t  d o s e s , a d v e rs e  c on seq u en c e s , e . g . ,  
r e s p i r a t o r y  e f f e c t s ,  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  h ig h e r  u sag e  c o u ld  r e s u l t .

CELLULAR* TOX IC IT* — ,

TOLERANCE AND DEPENDENCE

R ep ea te d  a d m in i s t r a t io n  
d e v e lo pm en t o f  t o le r a n c i  
r e s u l t s  from  tw6 g e n e ra

^ ru g s  le a d s  t o  the  
ised  d ru g  r e s is t a n c e  
a l . ,  1 9 7 1 ) :

• D i s p o s i t i o n a l  t o  
c o n c e n t r a t io n s  a t  s i t e s  
o f  d ru g  m e ta b o lism  o r  e

• F u n c t io n a l t o l e r

low e r d rug
ause  o f  in c re a s e d  r a t e s

ased  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f

r a p id  r a t a  f o r  aaay . a f f e c t s , a lth o u g h - a f t e r  - la r g e -  d o se a r in  
e x p e r im e n ta l-  ra it ia a la 's om a  t o le r a n c e  may p e r s i s t  f o r  lo n g  p e r io d s  
(J o n e s , 1 9 8 1 ) .  S y a ta n a t i©  s t u d i e s - o f • t o le r a n c a ’ lo s a  ha-rw r a r a ly  been 
d o n e . Many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t o le r a n c e  t o  A -g-THC , p a r t i c u l a r l y



22 (<,> thS bUUd" P ° f  ™C in  th '  body the u se r to  smoke more

ap p e tite , e o , i n i t i a c iv e , as u eU  „  ^



I—  P h y s ic a l dependence# m a n ife s te d  by w ith d raw a l s ig n s  and sym ptom s,
1 c an  d e v e lo p  r a p id ly  in  a n im a ls  and in  human b e in g s  (J o n e s , 1 9 8 1 ) .
i The w ith d raw a l, syndrom e i *  n o t  l i f e  t h r e a t e n in g .  T t i s  s im i la r  i n  
j many re s p e c t s  t o  t h e  m ild  dependence p roduced  by low  d o s e s  o f  o t h e r  
i s e d a t iv e * . '  ''W ithd raw a l' symptoms can  in c lu d e  r e s t le s s n e s s ,

i r r i t a b i l i t y ,  m i ld ' a g i t a t i o n ,  in s om n ia , 'and s le e p  EEG d i s t u rb a n c e .
C ann ab is .d ep en d en c *  d o e s  n o t  mean th e  a am e jth in g  a s  c a n n a b is _

| a d d ic t i o n .  Dependence means o n ly , th a t-e .- .w ith d raw a l ayndrerae can  
1 -o c c u r  when d rug  ta k in g ., i s  s to p p e d . A d d ic t io n  im p lie s  c om p u ls iv e  
'r ~ b e h a v io r  t o  a c q u i re  th e  d ru g . The r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een d ep en d en ce , 
i and in c re a s e d , d rug  s e e k in g  o r  dnug . o e in g - i s  m o r e - t h e o r e t i c a l  th a n  
; w e l l  docum ented ,, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  e x p e rim en ts  w ith  human b e in g s .
-7— G iven  th e  app ea ran ce  o f  t o le r a n c e  and dependence w ith  a lm o s t  any 

p s y c h o a c t iv e  d ru g , i t  w ou ld  be u n u su a l n o t  t o  f i n d  t o le r a n c e  and
dependence w ith  th e  r i g h t  d o se  and do sag e  s c h e d u le  ;o f  c a n n a b is . Good

I s tu d ie s  o f  th e  r e la t i o n s h i p  o f  d ep enden ce , i f  an y , t o  p e r s i s t a n t  d rug
l.^ u se  a re  im p o r ta n t .

DRUG INTERACTIONS

Because c a n n a b is  o f t e n  i s  consumed w ith  o th e r  d ru g s , i n t e r a c t i o n s  
can  be e x p e c te d . O th e r i l l i c i t  d r u g s , to b a c c o , c a f f e i n e ,  a lc o h o l ,  and 
o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  o r  p r e s c r ib e d  m e d ic a t io n s  sh o u ld  be s tu d ie d  in  
c om b in a tio n  w ith  c a n n a b is , b ecau se  A -9-THC and i t s  f i r s t  m e t a b o l i t e  
a re  s t r o n g ly  bound t o  p r o t e in s  in  th e  p la sm a (G a r r e t t  and H un t, i 9 7 4 ) 
and may i n t e r a c t  w ith  o th e r  d ru g s  s im i l a r l y  bound . C an n ab is  and many 
o t h e r  d ru g s  s h a re  d i s p o s i t i o n  by th e  h e p a t ic  m e ta b o lic  enzyme s y s tem s , 
and th e re  a re  p o s s ib le  in t e r a c t ic m e - a t j  t h e . .d ru g '» # t a b o l ia » - - le V * l .  F o r  
e xam p le , d ru g a  ouch a s  a lc o h o l  o r  p e n t o b a r b i t a l  can  i n h i b i t  m e ta b o lism  
o f  t-g -THC  by enzyme s u b s t r a t e  c o m p e t i t io n .  O r , i f  a f t e r  a p e r io d  
o f  i n h i b i t i o n  one d rug  i s  rem oved , th e  enzyme a c t i v i t y  can  in c r e a s e  
so  t h a t  f a s t e r  th an  e xp ec ted  m e ta b o lism  f o l l o w s .  I f  g i v e n -  ’ 
s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  o t h e r  d ru g e , A -9-TEC  can s low  m e ta b o lism  o f  
d ru g s  such a s  t h e o p h y l l i n ,  a n t ip y r in e , t r f t £ b a a o l ,  and p e n t o b a r b i t a l  
(B en ow itz  and J o n e s , 1 9 7 7 ) J u s k o , 1 9 7 9 ) .  C a n n a b id io l can a ls o  
i n h i b i t  th e  m e tab o lism  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  d ru g s  n o rm a lly  m e ta b o liz e d  by 
th e  sh a red  h e p a t ic  enzyme s y s te m s .

Drug in t e r a c t i o n s  a lw  can  o c c u r  by means o f  f u n c t i o n a l  * 
m ech an ise s . These can  bw a d d i t i v e ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  enhancem ent o r  
p r o lo n g a t i o n  o f  b e h a v io r a l and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e f f e c t s  by c a n n a b is  when 
com bined * i t h  o th e r  c e n t r a l  n e rv o u s  system  d e p re s s a n t  d ru g s , such  a s  
a lc o h o l  and b a r b i t u r a t e s .  A n im a ls  l e s s  t o l e r a n t  t o  c a n n a b is  w i l l  
a ls o  be le s s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  o t h e r  c e n t r a l  n e rv ou s  system  d e p r e s s a n t s .  
T h is  phenomenon i s  known a s  c r o s s - t o le r a n c e .  D rug in t e r a c t i o n s  w i l l  
be m en tioned  in  sub sequen t c h a p te r s *
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I t  l a  g e n e r a l l y  a g re e d  th « t  sm oking f i v e  o r  s i x  1 -g ram  c a n n a b is  
c i g a r e t t e s - d a i l y  i a  a la r g e  d o se  (D o rnbu sh  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 1 ; R o s e n k ra n tz , 
1 9 8 1 ) .  Because o f  th e  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  A-9-THC c o n te n t  o f  c an n ab is  
a v a i l a b l e  from  a t r e e t  s am p le s , i t  w ou ld be more a p p ro p r ia t e  t o  
c o n s id e r  t h i s  heavy  u a e . The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a low  do se  i a  more 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  S e a *  c o n s id e r  one m a r i ju a n a ' c i g a r e t t e  a day t o  be a 
la r g e - d o s e .  * G th e rs  t h in k  even  one c i g a r e t t e  a  week i s  r e g u la r ,  
f r e q u e n t ,  and a  h ig h -d o e e .

W ith  tob a cc o  and a lc o h o l ,  f o r  w h ich d o se  ia  e a s i e r  t o  q u a n t i f y ,  
i t  t o o k  many y e a r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  what a s m a l l  o r  la r g e  dose  m igh t be 
i n  te rm s  o f  s p e c i fy in g  d o se s  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in c re a s e d  th e  r i s k  o f  
v a r io u s  b e h a v io r a l and h e a lt h  c on s e q u en c e s . Even w ith  th o s e  d ru g s , 
t h e r e  i a  s t i l l  d is a g re em en t a s  t o  p r e c i s e ly  what a s m a l l and " s a fe "  
d o s e  m igh t b e . T h e ra  w i l l  be even  m ore p ro b lem s  in  s p e c i fy in g  
t y p i c a l  c a n n ab is  d o se s  and p r e d ic t in g  t h e i r  l i k e l y  h e a lt h  
c on se q u en c e s .

In  c o n t r o l l e d  la b o r a t o r y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  in g e s te d  d o se s  o f  more th an  
2 0  mg o f  a - 9 - t h c  g e n e r a l l y  a re  c o n s id e re d  by b o th  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and 
c a n n a b is  u s e rs  t o  be la r g e  d o s e s . D oses o f  le s s  th an  IQ mg a re  
c o n s id e re d  s m a l l .  M a r i ju a n a  c i q a r e t t e 3  c o n ta in in g  m ore th an  20 mg o f  
A -9-THC seem t o  be a la r g e  d o <,«*, and th o s e  w ith  10 mg p roduce  
e f f e c t s  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e re d  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a s m a l l d o 3 e . When 
v o lu n t e e r s  w ere a llo w e d  t o  s e le c t  t h e i r  own s e lf - d e t e rm in e d  smoked 
d o s e s  in  c o n t r o l l e d  e x p e r im e n ts , some smoked o n ly  one o r  two 2 0 -rog 
c i g a r e t t e s  d a i l y ,  w h i le  o t h e r  s im i la r  v o lu n t e e r s  smoked s i x  t o  te n  o r  
more c i g a r e t t e s  p e r  d a y . V a r i a b i l i t y  in  sm oking p a t t e r n s  i s  g r e a t  
and n o t  e a s i l y  q u a n t i f i e d :  o n ly  b ro ad  ran g e  e s t im a te s  o f  d o se  a re  
p o s s i b le .

GENERAL TOXICOLOGY

.D e lta -9 -T H C  and r e la t e d  c a n n a b in o id e  have v e r y  ,low  l e t h a l  t o x i c i t y .
T h a t i s ,  a v e ry  h ig h  s in g le  a c u te  d o se  o f v&-9-THC i s  r e q u ir e d  to  1' '
k i l l  h a l f  o f  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  e x p e r im e n ta l a n im a ls .  T h is  l e t h a l  dose 
f o r  50  p e rc e n t  o f - t h e  .a n im a ls  i a  c a l l e d  th e  The la c k ., o f
w e l l - a u t h e n t ic a t e d  c a s e s  o f  human d e a th s -_ £ « *_ acu te _ 4 rA tT H .C _o j: 
cannab i s  - o v e rd o s « ^ is ^ 6 h A iit fe r ig A ff€ ffcthg ">g x p e r l» e n t a l  a n i« a l_ d a ta ^  _ ]  
The l e t h a l  dose  in c r e a s e s  a s  th e  p h y lo g e n e t ic  t r e e  i 3  a sc en d ed . The 
r a t  h a s  an LD5 0  o f  40 mg/kg in t r a v e n o u s ly ,  in  c o n t r a s t  t o  a 125  
n9 A g  i n  th e  monkey (R o s e n k ra n tz , 1 9 8 1 ) .  D ea th  i s  u s u a l ly  due to  
c a rd ia c  d y s fu n c t io n . D e lta -9 -T H C  a p p e a rs  t o  be th e  m ost t o x i c  o f  th e  
c a n n a b in o id s .

S t u d ie s  o f  c h ro n ic  c a n n a b is  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  t o  a n ira a la  have 
d em on s tra te d  d e la y e d  l e t h a l i t y .  A n im a ls  d i e  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  d a y 3  o f  a 
re p e a te d  h igh  dose  (R o s e n k ra n tz , 1 9 8 1 ) .  The re a s o n  f o r  t h i s  p a t t e r n  
i s  u n c le a r .  I t  c o u ld  be r e la t e d  t o  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  A-g-THC o r  
m e t a b o li t e s  in  t i s s u e s .

A 1 - y e a r  c h ro n ic  t re a tm e n t  o f - r a t s  w ith  low e r  d o se s  o f  
c a n n a b in o id s  p roduced  a p a t t e r n  o f  t o x i c i t y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  w e ig h t 
l o s s ,  pu lm ona ry  p a th o lo g y  when th e  d ru g  i s  in h a le d ,  and s lo w ly
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(8 )  m arijuana may cause sch izoph ren ia , i l lu s io n s ,  and h a llu c in a - 
in c lu d in s  a d u llin g  o f the senses, c re a tin g  the p o s s ib i l i t y  tha t the 
unable to respond to body s ig n a ls  such as p a in ;
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T h e re  l a  no  c l i n i c a l  e v id e n c e  t h a t  p h y s ic a l  dependence p la y s  an  
im p o r ta n t  c o le  in  p e r s i s t e n t  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a . W ith d raw a l symptoms 
w ou ld  n o t  be e x p e c te d  in  in t e rm i t t e n t  u s e r s ;  h ow eve r , d a i l y  
r o u n d - t h e - c lo c k  u s e ra  o f  h ig h -d o s e  m a r i ju a n a  may be e x p e c te d  t o  show 
seme symptom# o f  w ith d ra w a l soon  a f t e r  s to p p in g  r e g u la r  u s e .

C h ro n ic  E f f e c t s

C ann ab is  P s y c h o s is  ^

C ann ab is  p s y c h o s is  r e f s r a  t o  a  c h r o n ic  p s y c h o t ic  c o n d i t i o n  (o u t  o f  
c o n t a c t  w ith  r e a l i t y ) ,  r e p o r t e d ly  seen  in  h eavy  m a r i ju a n a  u s e r s ,  b u t 
e x te n d in g  beyond th e  p e r io d  o f  a c u te  in t o x i c a t i o n *  Some a u th o r s  have 
d e s c r ib e d  a s c h i z o p h r e n ia l i k e  p i c t u r e  w ith  d e lu s io n s  and h a l lu c i n a -  j 
t i o n s ,  and o t h e r s  have  s t r e s s e d  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  o rg a n ic  m en ta l < I, 
c o n fu s io n .  M oat o f  th e  r e p o r t s  have come from  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  
h o s p i t a l i z e d  p a t i e n t s  in  A s la n  and A f r ic a n  c o u n t r i e s  (A a u n i, 1 9 6 4 ; 
C hop ra  and S m ith , 1 9 7 4 ; T h aco re  a n d S h u k la ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  T h e re  a r e .n o  
r e p o r t s  i n t h e N o r th  Am erican l i t e r a t u r e .  A t t h i s  t im e , t h e re  i s
' i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  t o  sa y  t h a t  c a n n a b is  p s y c h o s is  e x i s t s  a s  a* |
s e p a r a t a  c l i n i c a l  e n t i t y  (M urphy, 1 9 6 3 ; E dw ard s , 1 9 7 6 ) .

" A a o t i v e t i o n a l  Syndrome* -

C l i n i c i a n s  c o in e d  th e  te rm  " a m o t iv a t io n a l synd rom e" t o  d e s c r i  v  a 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s e t  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  changas seen  in  sane  d a i l y  u s e r s  o f  
m a r i ju a n a  (M c G lo th lin . a n d .W e s t , - 1 968 ;. S m ith , 1 9 6 8 ) .  The changes 
in c lu d e  a p a th y , l o s e  o f  a m b it io n , l o s s - o f  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  d im in is h e d  
a b i l i t y  t o  c a r r y  o u t - lo n g - t e rm  p la n a ,  d i f f i c u l t y  in  c o n c e n t r a t in g ,  
and a d e c l i n e  in  s c h o o l o r  work p e r fo rm a n c e . As u s u a l l y  d e s c r ib e d , 
th e s e  changes a r e  aeen  in  f r e q u e n t  o r  d a i l y  u s e r s ,  and th u s  th e y  may 
be c o n s id e r e d  a fo rm  o f  c h r o n ic  i n t o x i c a t i o n . .  The te rm  " a m o t iv a t io n a l 
synd rom e* i s  n o t  an o f f i c i a l  d i a g n o s is ,  b u t t h e r e  i s  ag reem en t among 
many c l i n i c i a n s  who t r e a t  young p e o p le  t h a t  t h i s  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  
symptoms i s  common. I t  m ay a 1 * 0  be s e e n - in  n o n m a r i ju a n a  u s e r a ,  and . 
d a i l y  u s e -o £  m a r i ju a n a  i» -^ n o t -a lw a y s -a s s o c ia te d  w i t h - lo s s  o f  
m o t i v a t i o n . - * - -

The e v id e n c e  p re s e n te d  f o r  th e  l i n k i n g  o f  t h i s  syndrom e w ith  
m a r i ju a n a  c o n s i s t s  o f  c a s e  r e p o r t s .  F o r  e x am p le , B a k e r  and Lucas 
(1 9 6 9 )  d e s c r ib e d  th e  c a s e  o f  a man whom f r i e n d s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  

p r e v i o u s ly  c o n s c ie n t i o u s ,  c a p a b le ,  and e f f e c t i v e ;  b u t a f t e r  smoking 
h a s h is h  d a i l y  f o r  3 y e a r s ,  he changed in t o  a p e rs o n  f o r  wi/om use o f  
d ru g s  was a way o f  l i f e  and in  whom a s e r i o u s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  
fu n c t i o n  was o b s e rv e d . O th e r r e p o r t s  c o n s i s t  o f  g ro u p s  o f  c a se s  w ith  
s im i la r  h i s t o r i e s  (T h u r lo v ,  1 9 7 1 ) .  The symptoms m en tio n e d , in  
a d d i t i o n  t o  l o s s  o f  m o t iv a t io n ,  in c lu d e  f a l l i n g  g r a d e s ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
in  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  i n t e rm i t t e n t ' c o n fu a i o n , -  and . im p a ire d  memory. Sane 
a u th o r s  r e p o r t - is q a c o v e a e n t  when use o f > m a r i ju a n a  i s .  s to p p e d  (X o la n sk y  
and M oo re , 1 9 7 1 , 1 9 7 2 ) .

J



r

- 4 -

EFFECTS OP MARIJUANA ON THE BRAIN

The m ost c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  e f f e c t s  o f  c a n n a b is  a r e  upon b e h a v io r .  
These e f f e c t s ,  d e s c r ib e d  in  C h ap te r 6 ,  i n d ic a t e  t h a t  m a jo r  a c t io n s  o f  
c a n n a b in o id s  a re  upon th e  b r a in .  The ways in  w hich m a r i ju a n a  a l t e r s  
th e  b r a in  t o  p rod u ce  i t s  b e h a v io r a l e f f e c t s  a r e  n o t  known.

E f f o r t s  t o  d i s c o v e r  th e  c au se s  o f  th e  b e h a v io r a l  e f f e c t s  have 
in c lu d e d  s t u d ie s  on  b r a in  m o rp h o lo g y , p h y s io lo g y ,  and c h e m is t ry  t o  be 
re v iew ed  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  E f f e c t s  o f  m a r i ju a n a  on b r a in  e l e c t r i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  and on b r a in  c h e m is t r y  have been m easu red , b u t t h e i r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  b r a in  fu n c t io n  i s  n o t  known because  o i  o u r  l im i t e d  
know ledge o f  b r a in - b e h a v io r  r e l a t i o n s .  M a r i ju a n a  c a u s e s  tem p o ra ry  
i n t o x i c a t i o n  a n d . r e s u l t s  in  changes in  b ra in -  p h y s io lo g y - a n d  c h e m is t ry  
s im i la r  t o  th o s e  "daused 'b y o t h e r * - in t o x ic a t in g  d ru g s *  A lth ou g h  th e s e  
k in d s  o f  s t u d ie s  may u l t im a t e ly  shed l i g h t  on th e  way m a r i ju a n a  
p ro d u c e s  i t 3  b e h a v io r a l  c h a n g e s , th e y  do n o t  p r o v id e  an sw e rs  t o  
im p o r ta n t  c l i n i c a l  q u e s t io n s .  Does m a r i ju a n a  c au se  lo n g - te rm  changes 
in  th e  b r a in  t h a t  le a d  t o  c h r o n ic  p s y c h ia t r i c  o r  n e u r o lo g i c a l  
d i s o r d e r s ?  So f a r ,  th e  s tu d ie c  rev iew ed  be low  p r o v id e  no c o n v in c in g  
e v id e n c e  f o r  lo n g - te rm  c h a n g e s -b e c a u s e -o f u se  o fm a r i ju a n a . -

BRAIN MORPHOLOGY

The re  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  ab ou t w he the r m a r i ju a n a  c a u s e s  
changes in  b r a in  s t r u c t u r e  o r  i n  b r a in  c e l l s .  T w o is tu d ie s  have 
r e p o r t e d ’ t h a t  m a r i ju a n a  p ro d u c e s  c h a n g e a _ ln _ b ra in .- s o rp h o lo g y  .  - 
s u f f e r  .T ^ ^ ^ d T e h ^ ^ f r b a i  m e th od o log ie s  a n s U in t e r p r e t a t i c n a l  
t h a t  t h e l^ g a jn c ' lu s ic n s  c a n n o t -b e > a ccep ted -.- F u r th e rm o re , o t h e r  
s t u d i e s  h ave  n o t  fo u n d  changes In  m o rp h o lo g y .

G ro s s  M o rpho logy

D a ta  su g g e s t in g  t h a t  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  c au se s  b r a in  a t r o p h y  w ere 
o b ta in e d  by pneum oencepha log raphy  ( i n je c t i o n  o f  a i r  i n t o  sp a c e s  in  
and s u r ro u n d in g  th e  b r a in )  on 10 u s e rs  o f '  m a r i ju a r .a  who had soug h t 
m e d ic a l a t t e n t i o n  becau se  o f  n e u ro lo g ic  c o m p la in t s  (C am pb e ll e t  a l . ,  
1 9 7 1 ) .  The s i z e  o f  th e  l a r g e s t  b ra in  c a v i t i e s  ( v e n t r i c l e s )  was
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( 9 )  a lthough i t  .a y  take a heavy c ig a re t te  s .o k e r aa long as 20
8 years to develop l u n g  cancer. one .a r i ju a n a  b ig a re tte  a day nay cause l u n g  •

9 cancer in  th ree  yea rs ; : ' ’ * • •



10 (10 ) THC a f fe c ts  eggs, sperm, sexual hormones, and the develop-
11 ment o f a fe tu s and marijuana use may re s u lt  in  deformed o r undersized
1 2  o f f s p r i n g ;
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However, e x t e n s iv e  t a a t in g  w ith  A-9-THC u s in g  th r e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
.a f o r  m u tag en e s is  - f a i l e d  t o  d e t a c t  any m u tag en ic  e f f e c t ,  o r  any 
t c t  a s  an in h ib i t o r ~ Q £ ‘_BNA r e p a i r  (L e g a to r  e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 ; G la t t  e t  
, 1 9 7 9 ; Zimmerman e t a l . ' ,  1 9 7 8 ) .

C y to g e n e t ic  E f f e c t s

The numbers and k in d s  o f  chromosom es ( s t r u c t u r e s  in  a c e l l  n u c le u s  
t h a t  c o n ta in  Siid t r a n s m it  g e n e t ic  in fo rm a t io n  c a r r i e d  in  DNA) a r e  
h ig h ly  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f o r  a g iv e n  s p e c ie u . S t r u c t u r a l  v a r i a t i o n  and 
changes in  numbers o f  chrom osom es may be e v id e n c e  f o r  g e n e t ic  damage 
’p roduced  by d ru g s  and o t h e r  c h e m ic a l .a g e n t s .  , U n fo r t u n a t e ly ,  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  on  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  m a r i ju a n a  on ch ro iM san e iy i i s r f i i a i t e d  aAd 
• c o n f l i c t i n g .  S tu d ie a  su g g e s t in g  t h a t  m a r i ju a n a  p r o b a b ly  d o e s -n o t * -  •- - 
b re a k  chrom osom es_ace f a i r l y  c o n c lu s i v e .  ' T h a rs .J .a  l e s s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  
m a r i ju a n a  may p rod u ce  a n e u p lo id y ., (a b n o rm a l numbers o f  chrom osom es) in  
setae d a u g h te r c e l l s  d u r in g  c e l l  d i v i s i o n .  '

Does m a r i ju a n a  c au se  chromosome b re a k s ?  The w e ig h t o f  th e  
e v id e n c e  from  in  v i t r o  c u l t u r e s  o f  human c e l l s  and frog> -l n  v i v o - 
a n im a l and human s t u d ie s  i s  t h a t " n e i t h e r  m a ri' ju a n a 'n o r-A -9 -T H C  
cau se s  chromosome b r e a k s .

In  V i t r o  and A n im a l S t u d ie s

£  C u lt u r e s  o f  human ls u k o c y t s s ,  e xp o sed  t o  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  o f  • 
j r  A -9-THC, showed no . i n c r e a s e . in  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  chromosome b re a k s  

y o r  gaps when c cn p a red  t o  c o n t r o ls  (S te n c h e v e r  and A l l e n ,  1 9 7 2 ) .
S tu d ie s  o f  g o ld e n  h am s te rs  g iv e n  su b cu tan e ou s  i n je c t i o n s  f o r '  1 0 ' d a y s  
o f  m a r i ju a n a  e x t r a c t  d i s t i l l a t e  c o n ta in in g  1 7 .1  p e r c e n t  A-9-THC 
(N ic h o ls o n  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  and o f  b e a g le  dogs t r a in e d  tO “ «»oke h ig h  
do se s  o f  m a r i ju a n a  (3  g /d ay /w eek  f o r  30 m o n th s ) , s h o w e d " h o " S ig n i f ic a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e s  in  ch rom osom e.gaps.;;9 j;..h r« aka .i w b fn_coa ipared  w ith  c o n t r o l  
g rou p s  (G en es t e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 ) .

Human S tu d ie s

C y to g e n e t ic  a n a ly s i s  o f  chromosomes from  p e r i p h e r a l  b l x x i  le u k o c y te s  
and c u l t u r e s  o f  guh jsc fcn -.sxpo sed  t o  m a r i ju a n a  sm ok in g , m a r i ju a n a  
e x t r a c t ,  o r  s y n t h e t i c ~4=£-THC. r e v e a le d  no in c r e a s e  in  chromosome 
b reakage  a t t r ib u t a h la ^ t c u . t h e s e  compounds (N ic h o ls  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 4 ; 
Matsuyama, 1 9 7 6 ; ‘M o r ls h lm a -e t r  a l . , 1 9 7 9 ) .  D oses ran g ed  from  20 mg 
A -9 - thc p e r  day t o  1 2 - 1 6  m a r i ju a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  per^ day.^ S tu d ie s  
th a t  have r e p o r t e d  chromosome- b re a k s  o r  gap*" i n  c e l l  e o l t u r t i f o A  
u s e rs  o f  m a r i ju a n » * b a v e - . l* rg e lx _ J i® s JV .s a c r ie d  ou t- o n - r a u l t i p lV  d ru g  
u s e r s ,  and th e  b re a k s  and gaps may be due t o j o t h e r ' " f a c t o r s  a s s o c ia t e d  
w ith  a l i f e  o f  heav^  d ru g , NuV e'\,(G ilm ou r e t  a l . 1 9 71  PB s 'rH a  "and  Obe,
1 9 7 4 ) .  H ow ever, i n  a r e t r o s p e c t i v e  s tu d y  on c o l l e g e . s t u d e n t s ,  
chromosome b re a k s  w ere fo u n d  i n  b lo o d  c u l t u r e s  o f  49 l i g h t  (on e  o r
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M ica w ere g iv e n  f i v e  d a i l y  i n t r a p e r i t o n e a l  i n je c t i o n s  o f  A -9-THC , 
c a n n a b id io l ,  o r  c a n n a b in o l .a t -  d o aea  a p p ro a c h in g  o r  e x c e e d in g  th e  
LD 5 0  ( t h e  d o s s , n e c a sa a ry .,. t g _ k i . i l  50 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  a n im a ls ) .  
T h i r t y - f i v e  d a y * - a f t e r ' - t h e - l e s t  t r e a tm e n t  r - a n im a ls  w ere k i l l e d  and 
sperm  w ere  e v a lu a t e d  by s c a n n in g  e le c t r o n  m ic ro s c o p y . C o n t r o l  
a n im a ls  h ad ..1 .5  p e r c a n ^ - a i^ rm a l  £a ra » .-~ A n im a lflr=- t f ta t '* re c e iv e d  LD5 0  
d o s e s  o f  th e  v a r i o a s * 'd e r i v a t i v e * ’ hs&^2 r 4 M » ^ . ' 0  p e r c e n t  abn o rm a l 
fo rm s . .

^  O n ly  a few  s t u d ie s  have exam ined  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  c a n n a b is  on 
v s p e rm a to g e n e s is  (Huang e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  M a riju an a -w a s*  a d m in is te re d  t o "  

r a t s  in  a  smoke m ach in e . A f t e r  3 0  d a y *  o f 'e x p o s u r e #  m a r l ju * n « • smoke 
low e re d  th e  sperm  c o u n t s ' in *  a n im a l* - s i g n i f i c a n t ly ,  a s  d id  
c a n n a b in o id - f r e e  am ok*. . .B y ' ‘ 7 5 ' i f a y * , r'b ow *v * r ,- .o n ly<  th e  m a r i ju a n a  
smoke g ro u p  m a in ta in e d  a  lo w -e p e ra ; c o u n t . In  th e  m a r i ju a n a - t r e a t e d  
g ro u p , t h e r e  was an  in c re a s e d  number o f  a b n o rm a l fo rm a , p a r t i c u la r l y  
w ith  an in c r e a s e  in  d i s s o c i a t i o n  o f  3 perm  heads and t a i l s .  I n  th e  
d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  p a p e r , th e  a u th o r s  r e p o r t e d  e le v a t e d  serum  FSH 
le v e l s  f o l l o w in g  m a r i ju a n a  e x p o s u re , b u t  d id  n o t  p r e s e n t  d a t a .  Th«<y 
c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  m a r i ju a n a  ha* a  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on th e  t e s t i s .  A 
v a r i e t y  o f  i n  v i t r o  s t u d ie s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n  (J a k u b o v ic  e t  
a l . , 1 9 7 7 , 1 9 7 9 ) .

M a r i ju a n a  and i t s  d e r i v a t i v e s  a l s o  have  b ssn  shown t o  be 
a n t ia n d ro g e n ic  ( a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  m a le  ho rm on es ) (P u r o h i t  e t  a l . ,
1 9 8 0 ) .  S e v e r a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  in c lu d in g  A -g -THC , can  b in d  t o  t h e ^  
r e c e p t o r  f o r  a n d ro g e n . M a r i ju a n a - a ls o / b a s ^ b s s f t f id s a o n a t r a t e d ' t o 'b e  
e s t r o g e n ic  ( l i k e  fe s u L le -e e *  h d n a d f f i * ) " i n ^ v iv o , and r e c e n t  s t u d ie s  . 
su g g e s t  t h a t ' t h e s e  e f f e c t s  may be m ed ia te d  v i a  th e  e s t r o g e n  
r e c e p t o r . These  o b s e r v a t i o n *  have - b s s m d is p a t s d ^ b y  e t h e r s  " (re v iew ed  
by P u r o h i t  e t  a l . ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  The a b i l i t y  t o  i n h i b i t  o r  m im ic th e  a c t io n  
o f  sex  s t e r o i d s  p r o v id e s  one m echanism  by which th e s e  a g e n ts  can 
p ro d u c e  th  .r  e f f e c t s .  T h e re  o b v io u s ly  a re  many o t h e r s .

FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE FUNCTION

The e f f e c t  o f  c a n n a b is  on  fe m a le  r e p r o d u c t io n  has been s tu d ie d  in  
r a t s ,  m ic e , r a b b i t s ,  and 'm onkeyBT  Th#- w o rk *4 * r rfcssu sam onkeys , i s  o f  
p a r t i c u la r  im p o r ta n c e , b ecau se  o f  t h e ' s lm i l a r i t y  in  th e  m e n s t ru a l 
c y c le  among p r im a te  s p e c ie s ,  in c lu d in g  human b e in g s .

Human S tu d ie s

T h e rs  i s  o n ly o n e ^ S t o d y ^ s p o r t s d i  0 0 ' t t w ^ s f f e c t r  o f  m a r i ju a n a  o n
r e p r o d u c t iv e  fu n c t io n  “I n  women. The w ork h as app ea red  in  p r i n t  as a 
r e p o r t  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  a  1 9 7 8  symposium  h e ld  in  M ex ico  C i t y  
(Bauman e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 9 ) and a s  p a r t  o f  th e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  r e c o rd  
su b seq u en t t o  te s t im o n y  b e fo r e  a S e n a te  c om m itte e  h e a r in g  (B m a u n , 
1 9 8 0 ' T h e se  p u b l i c a t i o n s '  d o  n o t ' ’p ro v id e *  d e t a i l s  o rr m e th od o lo g y , o r  
on  in d iv id u a l-h o rm o n e *  v *a lu ea (T ^ 0 1 ffe re n g e s^ b eT w e en ',t? lg  o o n t r o l '  and 
e x p e r im e n ta l g r o u p r ) r ' re c o g h l:2 ed 'fc ywt h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r *  i " e o u ld - fa s  o f  —
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im p o rta n c e ; a lc o h o l  u s s ,  f o r  e xam p le , was m ore f r e q u e n t  in  th e  
m a r i ju a n a -u a in g  g ro u p . The s tu d y  a ttem p ted  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  e n d o c r in e  
(h o rm o n a l) p r o f i l e  and m e n s t ru a l p a tte rn **  o f  women who used  m a r i ju a n a  
on a c h r o n ic  and f r e q u e n t  b a s i s .  T w e n ty -s ix  woman who used I t - ‘a t ’ 
^e a a t ...uti^® \n iM jaaa  * o r  6 ' m onth* v a re 'cm n p a re d  w ith  -L7- wcoen who
had r ie v e r - l ie e d  th e  s u b s ta n c e . Tha number o f  c y c le s  s tu d ie d  f o r  each 
v a r ia b le '< in v e s t ig a fc e « k .is - .n o t - c le a r  from  the" v u b l i c a t i o n s . T h is ’ 
d i f f i c u l t y  n o tw ith s ta n d in g ^  th e  r e p o r t  re v e a L s  no  d i f f a r a n c a  I n  p la sm a  
l e v e l s  o f  LH and-PSH  betw een the^.two g ro u p s  and no change in  p e a k s  ' 
and b a s a l  v a lu e s  o f  th e  X aau jiV jb o rm anes  e s t r a d i o l " o r  p r o g e s te r o n e , 
th a  c r i t i c a l  horm one l e v e l s  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  o v u la t i o n .  I t  
w ou ld  be e xp e c te d  t h a t  no. m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  waa fo u n d  in  th e  in c id e n c e  
o f  a n o v u la t o r y  c y c le s  betw een th e  two g r o u p s . By com b in ing  a n o v u la ­
t i o n  and s h o r t e n e d - lu t s a l ' p h a a e , .  however,., .th e  a u th o r s  r e p o r t  a 
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  m a r i ju a n a -u s in g  g r o u p , 
w h ich  c o u ld  be c l i n i c a l l y  im p o r ta n t  in  c a u s in g  s u b f e r t i l i t y .  T h is  
e v id e n c e  i s ,  a t  b e s t ,  o n ly  s u g g e s t iv e .  The o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  
t e s t o s t e r o n e  l e v e l s  in  m a r i ju a n a -u s in g  women a r e  e le v a t e d  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  in  te rm s  o f  c l i n i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ;  a p p a r e n t ly ,  
th e  e u b je c t s d i d  n o t  r e p o r t - e p i s o d e s  o f  a c n e , a b n o rm a l h a i r i n e s s ,  o r  
o t h e r  t e s t o a t e r o n s - d u p e n d e n t - ' s id e - e f f e c t s .  A cc o rd in g  t o  th e  a u t h o r s ,  
serum  p r o la c t i n  l e v e l s  a r e  low e r in  m a r i ju a n a  u s e r s  th a n  in  c o n t r o l s .  
The im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  f o r  f e r t i l i t y ,  l a c t a t i o n ,  o r  th e  
d e ve lo pm en t o f  b r e a s t  c a n c e r a r e  n o t  c l e a r .

The a b s e n c e - o f f - o t h e r - s t u d ie s - o n  u s e r s .- o f f -m a r i ju a n a  makes i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d raw  c o n c lu s io n s  o n  th e  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  d a ta  c i t e d  
a b o v e . S e v e r a l  o f  th e  e f f e c t s  n o te d  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  m ore 
e x t e n s iv e  and e x p e r im e n t a l ly  c o n t r o l l e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  in  rh e su s  
monkeys and o t h e r  la b o r a t o r y  a n im a ls .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  th e  u rg e n t  need f o r  more c om p reh en s iv e  e n d o c r in e  and g y n e c o lo g ic  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  women who u se  m a r i ju a n a .

An^maJL S tu d ie s

A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  c ru d e  m a r i ju a n a  e x t r a c t  t o  r a t s * o r  A rn ic a - re s u lte d  
g e n e r a l l y  in  s u p p re s s io n  o f  o v a r ia n  fu n c t io n  and in  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  
o f  e s t r o g e n  a c t i v i t y ,  such  a s  u t e r i n e  m e ta b o lism , w e ig h t , g ly c o g e n  
c o n t e n t ,  and l e v e l s  o f  RNA arid s i a l i c  a c id  (C h a k ra v a r t y  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 5 ; 
D i x i t  e t  a l . , 1 9 7 5 ) .

The a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  c ru d e  m a r i ju a n a  e x t r a c t  f o r  30 days t o  r a t 3  
and m ica  a b o lis h e d  th e  e a t r u a  c y c le  and cau sed  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  " e d u c t io n  
in  th e  s i z e  o f  th e , o v a r i e s  and in  some p r im o r d i a l  o va  (D i x i t  e t  a l . ,  
1 9 7 5 ) .  I n t r a p e r i t o n e a l , a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o ff fi-9 -TBC  t o  r a t a ,  
a p p r o p r i a t e ly  t im e d , h a s - a ls o  b e e a - r a p o r t e d - t o -  b lo c k  o v u la t i o n  (N i r  
e t  a l . , 1 9 7 3 )*  T h is  e f f e c t  o f  A-9-THC was e x e r t e d  by s u p p re s s in g  
th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p r e o v u la t o r y  su rg e  o f  p la sm a  LH. O th e r 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  have r e p o r t e d  s u p p re s s io n  a ls o  o f  p la sm a  PSH and 
p r o la c t i n  when A-9-THC i a  g iv e n  j u s t  b e fo r e  o v u la t i o n  (A ya lon  e t  
a l . ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  The su b s ta n c e  waa found  t o  d e p re s s  p la sm a c o n c e n t r a t io n  
o f  LH i n  o v a r ie c t o m iz e c  r a t a  (M a rk s , 1 9 7 3 ; T y r e y , 1 9 7 8 , 1 9 8 0 ) and
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rh e su s  monkeys (B e sch  e t  a l . , 1 9 7 7 ) .  Aach e t  a l .  (1 9 7 9 ) a l3 0  showed 
in  th e  r a b b i t /  a r e f l e x  o v u la t o r ,  t h a t  a p r e c o i t a l  s in g le -d o s e "  o f  
A-9-THC b lo c k s  th e  p o a t c o i t a l  LH su rg e  and o v u la t i o n .

A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  LBRP was a b le  t o  b r in g  a b o u t th e  r e le a s e  o f  LH 
in  A-9-THC t r e a t e d  r a t s  and rh e s u s  monkeys (Sm ith  e t  a l . /  1 9 7 9 ) . - - * '  
These r e s u l t s  in d ic a t e  a d i r e c t j i f f e c t  o f ,  c a n n a b Is o ld s  at* th e  l e v e l  
o f  th e  h yp o th a lam u s/u  p a r t ' o f  ’S r a i h  * in p o r t a n t ' in  re p ro d u c t  ive~horm one 
r e g u la t i o n .  The o v u la t i o n - b lo c k in g  e f f e c t  o f  th e  c a n n a b in o id s  was 
f u r t h e r  in v e s t ig a t e d  by C o rd ova  e t  a l .  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  N a t u r a l and 
c h e m ic a l ly  m o d i f ie d  c a n n a b in o id s  b lo c k e d  o v u la t i o n  i n  r a t a .

A d m in is t r a t io n  o f  A -9- thc t o  rh e su s  monkeys d u r in g  th e  f o l l i c u ­
l a r  phase  r e s u l t e d  in  p ro lo n g e d  p e r io d s  o f  amennorhea (a b sen ce  o r  
a b n o rm a l s to p p ag e  o f  th e  m e n s t ru a l f l o w ) / ab sence  o f  m id c y c le  LH 
s u rg e , and p ro g e s te r o n e  l e v e l s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a n o v u la t io n  (Asch e t  
a l . ,  1 9 8 1 ) .

BIRTH DETECTS ■ ANO~TSKATDSBflCITY '

B ecause  A -9 - th c  c r o s s e s  th e  p la c e n t a  i t  i s  a p o t e n t i a l  t e r a t o g e n ,  
lg e n t  t h a t  c a u s e s  d e fe c t s  in  th e  d e v e lo p in g  em b ryo . T h is  a f f e c t  
Ld o c c u r  in  e i t h e r  o f  two w ay s : (1 )  e x p o su re  t o  c a n n a b is  p r i o r  t o
c e p t io n  c o u ld  harm th e  se x  c e l l s  ( t h r  ova  and s p e rm ), o r  (2 )  th e  
u s c o u ld  be harmed d i r e c t l y  d u r in g  o rg a n o g e n e s is . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
j-T EC  can  be s e c r e te d  in  b r e a s t  m i lk  a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  can  be t o x i c  
s t n a t a l l y .

Human’ S tu d ie s

ne e v id e n c e  f o r  t e r a t o g e n i c i t y  in  human being3 is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o
u i . n t e r p r e t .  A lth o u g h  t h e r e  jL s  w id e sp re a d  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  in  young
\  o f  r e p r o d u c t iv e  a g e , t h e r e  J a  no e v id e n c e  y e t  o f  any- t e r a t o g e n ic
\  f  e f f e c t s  o f  h ig h  fr e q u e n c y  o r  c o n s i s t e n t  " a s s o c ia t i o n  w ith  th e  d ru g .
*7 \  T he re  a r e  i s o la t e d  r e p o r t s  o f .  c o n g e n i t a l  a n o m a lie s  in  th e  o f f s p r i n g  
T >'< o f  m a r i ju a n a  u s e r s , " b u t  no’ e v id e n c e - t h a t  t h e y 'o c c u r re d *m o re

J  o f t e n  in '  u s e r s '  t h e i f l n  h on u se 'rs1 ancf’I r i ’ th o s e  c a s e s  t h e r e r e a a  ■.* >
( c o in c id e n t  u se  "a fu g s .'* r S u b t le .d e v e lo p m e n t  e f f e c t * * - i n

o f f s p r i n g ,  su ch~aann e rv o u s  sy s tem  a b n b r a a i i i i s s r r - a n d :r e d u c t io n s : i n  
b i r t h  w e ig h t anX 't^ fgT itfT ttaycrin d e e d " e x i s t  (P in n e g a n , 1980>  P r i e d ,
1 9 8 0 ;"  H ing son  e t " a l ‘.' i ^xrf^presa) / ‘' " X d d f t i o n a l  c a r e f u l l y  d e s ig n e d , 
p r o s p e c t iv e  s t u d ie s  s h o u ld  p r o v id e  v a lu a b le  in fo rm a t io n  in  t h i s  a r e a .

A n im a l S tu d ie s

C rud e  m a r i ju a n a  e x tra c t~ an d~ A -» -T B C  a r e - t e r a t o g e n i c  a t  c e r t a i n  
d o se s  in  a n im a ls . * ^

♦ B ib liog rap h y  a v a i l a b le  upon r e q u e s t  from  th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M e d ic in e , 
N a t io n a l Academy o f  S c ie n c e s .





I n  two c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l  n a t i o n a l  sam p le s  o£ h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n t s ,  
su rv e y ed  in  1974  and 1 9 7 8 , J e s s o r  e t  a l .  have fo u n d  t h a t  n e t  o n ly  a re  
th e  p a t t e r n s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  betw een u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  and d e v ia n t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s im i la r  in  b o th  s u r v e y s ,  b u t a l s o  t h a t  th e  s t r e n g th  
o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  s i z e s  o f  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  a r e  a lm o s t  i d e n t i c a l .  The v e r y  same c o n c lu s io n s  d e r iv e  
from  a n a ly s e s  based  on  f i v e  s u c c e s s iv e  c o h o r t s  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l s e n io r s  
sam pled a t  y e a r ly  i n t e r v a l s  i n  M o n ito r in g  th e  F u tu re  (Bachman e t  a l . ,

— L o n g i t u d in a l s t u d ie s  o f  s tu d e n ts  aged 1 2 - 2 1  have done much t o  
e x ten d  o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  p r e c u r s o r s  o f  u s in g  v a r i o u s  fo rm s  o f  
d ru g s . S tu d ie s  have been re v iew ed  in  d e t a i l  by K an d e l (1 9 7 8 a ,b ;  
1 9 8 0 a ; a ls o  see  A ppend ix  C) and docum ent t h a t  many o f  th e  f a c t o r s  
fo u n d  t o  be a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  u se  o f  d ru g s  a t  one p o in t  in  t im e ^ g u c h  
a s  low  academ ic p e r fo rm a n c e , c r im e , '^ o y  s e l f - e s t e e m , ’ ’d e p re s s iv e  mood 
r e b e l l i o u s n e s s ,  and o t h e r  ^ r i 6 A a i i i t ? ~ C h a r a C t e H 3 t I c s V ' |> r « c i a i v,fcfie 
u se  o f  d ru g s  (s e e  in  p a r t i c u l a r  M e l l in g e r  e t  a l . ,  1976»  J e a s o r  and 
J e s s o r ,  1 9 7 7 ; J o h n s to n  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 8 ; K a n d e l, 1 9 7 8 a ; K a n d e l e t  a l . ,  
|1 9 7 8 b ,c ; K a p la n  and P o k o rn y , 1 9 7 8 ; Sm ith  and Fogg , 1 9 7 8 ;  W ingard  e t  
! a l . ,  1 9 7 9 ; K a p la n , 1 9 8 0 ) .  Some o f  th e  p r W l f c t lv * ' f a c t o r * ' c a n  be 
[ id e n t i f i e d  in  c h i ld h o o d ,  such  a s  a g r^ re s s iv e n e s a ^ v ith  o r  w ith o u t  
a s s o c ia t i o n  w ith  sh yn e ss  (K e lla m  e t  a l l V  1 9 8 0 , in  p r e s s )  and 
' e b e l l io u 3 n e s a  (S m ith  and F og g , 1 9 7 8 ) .

O th e r l o n g i t u d i n a l ' s t u d i e a  . a l s o  d o c u m e n t 'th a t  many o f  t h e 'T a c t o r s  
fcound t o  be A s s o c ia te d  .w ith U s * ~ O f "d ru g s  a t  one p o in t  in  t im e , such 
a s  low  academ ic p e r fo rm a n c e , d e lin q u e n c y , low  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  and 
d e p re s s iv e  mood ac t u a l l y  p r e c e d e ' th e  ' u i e w6 f  ̂ tu 'g S  ~( 0 1 M a l le y , 1 9 7 5 ; 
M e ll in g e r  e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 ; J e s s o r  and J e s s o r ,  1 9 7 7 ; J o h n s to n  e t  a l . ,  
1 9 7 8 ; K a n d e l e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 8 a ; K a p la n  and P o k o rn y , 1 9 7 8 ; W ingard  e t  a l . , 
1 9 7 9 ; K a p la n , 1 9 8 0 ) .

One s tu d y  shows n o t  o n ly  t h a t  c e r t a i n  b e h a v io r s  p r e d i c t  use o f  
m a r i ju a n a , b u t a ls o  t h a t  d ru g s  may a g g ra v a te  o r  e x a g g e ra te  c e r t a i n  
b e h a v io r s .  A c o h o r t  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  waa fo l lo w e d  a t  a n n u a l 
i n t e r v a l s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l ( J e s s o r  and J e s s o r
1 9 7 7 ) .  D u ring  t h i s  tim e  a n n u a l s c o r e s  f o r  v a r io u s  a t t r i b u t e s  w ere 
c h a r te d  in  f o u r  g ro u p s  o f  s tu d e n ts  d i s t in g u is h e d  by d i f f e r i n g  d rug  
h i s t o r i e s ;  v e t e ra n  u s e r s ,  who u sed  d ru g s  p r e -h ig h  s c h o o l ;  e a r l y  
i n i t i a t e s ,  who began r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  in  t h e i r  h ig h  s c h o o l c a r e e r ,
i . e . ,  between th e  f i r s t  and second  y e a r  o f  t e s t i n g ;  l a t e  i n i t i a t e s ,  
who began r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e ,  i . e . ,  betw een th e  second and th e  t h i r d  
y e a r ;  and n o n u s e rs , who had n o t  s t a r t e d  t o  u se  m a r i ju a n a  a t  th e  l a s t  
t e s t in g  in  th e  s e n io r  y e a r  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l ( J e a s o r  and J e s s o r ,  1 9 7 7 ,
1 9 7 8 ) .  These f o u r  g ro u p s  o f  s tu d e n ts  d i f f e r e d  on  m ea su re s , such  as  
g e n e r a l d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  (a  1 2 - i t e m  s c a le  m easu rin g  fre q u e n c y  o f  
in v o lv em en t in  s t e a l i n g ,  f i g h t i n g ,  p r o p e r t y  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t r u a n c y , o r  
o th e r  d e lin q u e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  l a s t  y e a r )  o r  v a lu e  on  academ ic 
ach ie vem en t (a  f i v e - i t e m  s c a le ,  m ea su rin g  th e  v a lu e  p la c e d  on th e  
a tta in m e n t  o f  s u c c e s s  in  s c h o o l w o rk ) ,  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s tu d y . 
S c o re s  p r e d ic te d  i f  and when s tu d e n ts  i n i t i a t e d  u s e - o f  m a r i ju a n a . 
Those s tu d e n ts  a l r e a d y  in v o lv e d  in  use  o f  d ru g s  b e fo r e  h ig h  s c h o o l 
s c o re d  h ig h e s t  on  d e v ia n c e  and lo w e s t  on ach ievem en t m o t iv a t io n  a t

1 9 8 1 )
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THE IMMUNE SYSTEM

The immune system  fu n c t io n s  in  p r o t e c t in g  th e  body a g a in s t  v i r u s e s ,  
b a c t e r i a ,  and o t h e r  i n f e c t i o n s .  I t  a ls o  p la y s  a m a jo r  r o l e  in  
p re v e n t in g  th e  g row th  and d i s s e m in a t io n  o f . c a c c e r o u a . . c e l l s .

T he re  have been r e p o r t s  t h a t  c a n n a b is  i s  im m unogen ic , c a p a b le  o f  
a c t i v a t in g  com ponen ts in  th e  immune sy s tem . These com ponen ts in c lu d e  
such c e l l s  a s  lym p h o c y te s , some o f  w h ich  p rodu ce  a n t ib o d ie s  in  
re sp on s ' t o  in v a s io n  by a f o r e i g n  a g e n t , and m ac roph ag es , w h ich can 
be s t im u la te d  by in f la m m a t io n  t o  in g e s t  in v a d e r s .

Human S tu d ie s

T h e re  have been r e p o r t s  t h a t  c a n n a b is  i n t e r f e r e s  w ith  com ponen ts in  
th e  immune system  in  man. A n t ib o d ie s  w i l l  d e v e lo p  in  re s p o n s e  t o  
m a r i ju a n a  in  some p e o p le ,  a lo n g  w ith  an a l l e r g i c  r e s p o n s e , w h i le  
o th e r s  d e v e lo p  a n t ib o d ie s  w ith o u t  a p p a re n t  a l l e r g i c  r e a c t i o n  (L is k ow  

s \  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 1 ; S h a p iro  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 4 , 1 9 7 6 ; Lew is and S la v i n ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  
However, th e  s t u d ie s  r e p o r t i n g  th e s e  e f f e c t s  w ere n o t  d e s ig n e d  t o  
d e te rm in e  which com ponen ts o f  th e  m a r i ju a n a  a r e  immunogenic and which 
a re  a l l e r g e n i c .

S tu d ie s  o f  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s - o f  th e  immune sy s tem  in  p e rs o n a  who 
were c h ro n ic  u s e r s  o f  m a r i ju a n a  h ave  in d ic a t e d  m i ld  d e c re a s e s  in  
a c t i v i t y  o f  one  o r  a n o th e r  com ponen t o f  th e  system ^  h ow e v e r, o t h e r  
i n v e s t ig a t o r s  have n o te d  n o j jh ^ g e « uo u t s id e .o . f . . t h e . ;w 3rm ai\>̂ ange^  
(Gupta e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 4 ; P e t e r s e n  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 5 , 1 9 7 6 ; W h ite  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 5 ; 
Lau e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 6 ; R a c h e le f3 k y  e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 ; S i l v e r s t e i n  and L e s s in ,

M 1 9 7 6 ; Cushman and K h u ra n a , 1 9 7 7 ; McDonough e t  a l . , 1 9 8 0 ) .  These 
’ <■ ap p a re n t in c o n s i s t e n c ie s  may stem  from  th e  v a r i a b i l i t y  in  th e  amount 
l k  o f  m a r i ju a n a  consumed among u s e r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t u d ie s  and th e

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  immune s y s te m -a s s a y s > H a sh i* t t , ; ; , t s cd i a t i f t C t  from ,
| m a r i ju a n a , was shown t o  have a . s l i g h t  t e m p c r a r y .s t im u la t o r y . - .e f f e c t  on 

immune sy s tem  (K a k lam an i e t  a l . , 1 9 7 8 ; K a lo f o u t i s  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 8 ) .

s a l  S tu d ie s

umber o f  s tu d ie s  have  shown t h a t  A -9-THC and o t h e r  c a n n a b in o id s  
uce im m u n o log ic a i^ dm fec ts  i a  to d e tn tib  (P e t e r s e n  and Lem be rge r,'
6 ; Lefkow itr'aC ritf*RTageT'i-“ 1 9 7 8 , L e fk o w it z  e t  a l . , 1 9 7 8 ;  P re u a a  and 
k o w itz , 1 9 7 8 ) .  The d o s e s  v a r i e d  from  5 t o -25 mg/kg ( i n t r a -  
i t o n e a l l y )  t o  100  n g /k g ^ - fo r a l ly - h r *  A t th e  h ig h e r  d o s e s  t h e r e  was a 
t in u t io n  o f  immune r e s p o n s e , a s  m easu red  by s ta n d a rd  im m u n o lo g ic a l 

a - . a y s .  D e l t a - 9 —THC had th e  same e f f e c t s  on  c e l l s .g r o w n  in  v i t r o . 
O th e r c a n n a b in o id s  a l s o  have been  t e s t e d  f o r  t h e i r  e f f e c t s *  
C a n n a b in o l, A -8-THC , and l- n e th y l-A - 8 -T H C  had th e  same 
im m unosupp ressive  e f f e c t s  a s  A -9-THC , b u t .g a n n ^ b id io l had no 
im m unosupp ressive  e f f e c t .  Im m un iz ing  A -9-THC
r e s u lt e d  in  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  a n t ib o d ie s  ( C h i a r o t t i  e t  a l . ,  1 9 8 0 ) .



16 (1 2 ) o th e r p sych o log ica l reac tion s  to marijuana inc lude lo s s  o f
17 memory, an x ie ty , pan ic , p a rano ia , p sychos is , p sych o log ica l dependence, and
18 impairment in  ch inking , reading comprehension, v e rb a l and a rithm e tic  prob-
19 lem so lv in g , and percep tion  o f d istance and time;
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USE OF MARIJUANA 

IN  THE UNITED STATES

E p id e m io lo g ic  s tu d ie s  p r o v id e  in fo rm a t io n  on  th e  use o f  d ru g s  in  
v a r io u s  subg roup s o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  and on th e  changes in  p a t t e r n s  o f  
u se  o v e r  t im e . The e p id e m io lo g ic  a p p ro a ch  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e fu l  in  
d e f in in g  p a t t e r n s  o f  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  in  Am erican s o c ie t y  and in  
d e s c r ib in g  and a n a ly z in g  th e  b e h a v io r a l and p s y c h o s o c ia l a n te c e d e n ts  ' 
and con sequ en ces o f  t h a t  u s e .  One o f  . th e  m ore d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t io n s  i s  \ 
w he th e r p a r t i c u la r  b e h a v io r  o r  e f f e c t *  t b a t» a r e  a s s o c ia t e d -w i t h  u s e ' ' 
o f  a d rug  a re . th e  c on seq u en ce s  o f  t h a t .u s e *  o r  w h e th e r a t t i t u d e s *  I  
v a lu e s #  and b e h a v io r  d e v e lo p  a b ou t th e  u se  o f  d ra g s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  . 
f a c t o r s  t h a t  may a c t u a l ly *  le a d - t o - t h e - ,  u s a  o f  d ru g s . One o f  th e  m ore 
u s e f u l  e p id e m io lo g ic  s tu d y  d e s ig n s  i s  a c o h o r t  s tu d y  t h a t  f o l lo w s  th e  
same i n d i v id u a l  w ith  re p e a te d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s  o v e r  
t im e . Such lo n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d i e s  have th e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o b ta in in g  th e  
m ost c o m p e llin g  e v id e n c e  on  th e  a n te c e d e n ts  o f  known p a t t e r n s  o f  u se  
o f  m a r i ju a n a #  a s  w e l l  a s  p o s s i b le  lo n g - te rm  p s y c h o s o c ia l and 
b i o l o g i c a l  ou tcom es f o r  th e s e  i n d i v i d u a ls .

The com m ittee#  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  c o n s u lt a n t s #  nought answ ers in  
th e  e p id e m io lo g ic  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  th e  f o l lo w in g  f i v e  q u e s t io n s :

1 .  What a r e  im p o r ta n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  in  the  
Am erican p o p u la t io n  in c lu d in g  s p e c i a l  g ro u p s ?

2 .  What a re  th e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  u s e r s  o f  m a r i ju a n a ?
3 .  What i s  th e  p r o f i l e  o f  a u s e r  o f  m a r i ju a n a  on a " d a i ly " *  

b a s is ?
4 .  What i s  known a b o u t th e  a n te c e d e n ts  o f  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a ?
5 .  How i s  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  r e la t e d  t o  th e  u se  o f  o th e r  d ru g s ?
The e p id e m io lo g ic  and s u rv e y  l i t e r a t u r e  have been e x t e n s iv e ly

re v iew ed  and th e  m a jo r  lo n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d ie s  a r e  sum m arized in  a t a b le  
in  A ppend ix  C . Much o f  o u r  r e c e n t  know ledge d e r iv e s  from  two 
w e ll- d e s ig n e d  m a jo r ,  c o n t in u in g  n a t io n w id e  m o n ito r in g  e f f o r t s

"When p la c e d  in  q u o t a t io n  m arks# " d a i l y * - i s  u n d  i i  d e f in e d  b y . 
J o h n s to n  e t  a l ;^  (1980b>  #• i * e .  r t h o e a - in d iv id u a l* .  u s in g  ' B a r i  ju a n a  20  
o r  m ore t ia a a - . . in : . tb a -p re c e d in g  30 d a y s . *

34
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s i g n i f i c a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  o f  LSD f la s h b a c k s  
among f i v e  c la s s e s  o f  abu sed  d ru g s . C l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  a ls o  have 
p ro v id e d  "e v id en ce  t h a t  m a r i ju a n a  p r e c i p i t a t e s  a . r e c u r r e n c e  o f  th e  LSD 
f la s h b a c k a 'e x p e r ie n c e  (H o is t e n , 1 9 7 6 ; A b rah am ,'1 9 8 1 ) .

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  f la s h b a c k s  f o l lo w in g  use  o f  e i t h e r  LSD o r  
m a r i ju a n a  i s  e n t i r e l y  baaed on s e l f - r e p o r t s ,  b ecau se  th e re  a re  no 
d i s t i n c t i v e  p h y s ic a l  s ig n s  o r  t e s t s ,  s u c h .a s  ET C -ch anges , t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e re  i s  no c u r r e n t  p h a rm a c o lo g ic a l e x p la n a t io n  o f  
th e  phenom enon, and d a ta  re g a rd in g  dose  and t im e  p a ra m e te rs  do n o t  
e x i s t .  S t i l l ,  th e  r e p o r t s  by u s e r s  a re  r e a s o n a b ly  c o n s i s t e n t .  Thus, 
t h e r e  i s  c l i n i c a l  e v id e n c e  t h a t  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  by th o s e  who have 
p r e v i o u s ly  used  LSD in c r e a s e s  th e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  th e  LSD 
e x p e r ie n c e .

E f f e c t s  on  P r e e x i s t in g  M en ta l I l l n e s s

The o n ly  e v id e n c e  a v a i l a b le  r e g a rd in g  t h i s  is s u e  c o n s i s t s  o f  c a s e  
r e p o r t s  o f  p a t i e n t s  who had re c o v e re d  and a p p a r e n t ly  w ere d o in g  w e l l  
u n t i l  th e y  used m a r i ju a n a ,.^ ..T h e re . 1 .8^ 0 0 . . in fo rm a t io n  on  th e  number o f  
m e n t a l ly  i l l  p a t i e n t s  who have used m a r i ju a n a , ‘w ith o u t  c o m p lic a t io n s ,

Tha a v a i l a b le  d a t a ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  do n o t  p ro v e  t h a t  m a r i ju a n a  w o rsen s 
m e n ta l i l l n e s s .  S t i l l ,  t h e r e  a re  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers o f  u n c o n t r o l le d  
c l i n i c a l  r e p o r t s  s h o v in g  a  te m p o ra l a s s o c i a t i o n  betw een u se  o f  
m a r i ju a n a  and r e t u r n  o f  m e n ta l symptom s, s o  t h a t  p a t i e n t s  s h o u ld  be 
w arned o f  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .

P a t i e n t s  w ith  a . h i s t o r y  o f  s c h iz o p h r s n ia  may be p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s e n s i t i v e  t o  m a r i ju a n a 's  e f f e c t s .  F ou r s c h iz o p h re n ic  p a t i e n t s  who 
w ere o th e rw is e  w e l l  c o n t r o l l e d  w ith  m e d ic a t io n  s u f f e r e d  s e r io u s  
r e la p s e  o f  t h e i r  s c h iz o p h re n ic  symptoms f o l lo w in g  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a  
( T r e f f e r t ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  O th e r  c a s e s  have been r e p o r t e d  (S m ith  and M eh l, 
1 9 7 0 ; W e i l ,  1 9 7 0 ; B e rn h a rd s o n  and Gunne, 1 9 7 2 ) .  These  a l l  w ere c a s e s  
in  w h ich  m a r i ju a n a  was p u rc h a se d  on th e  s t r e e t ,  so  th e  do se  and 
p u r i t y  w ere  unknown.

P a t i e n - s  w ith  mood d i s o r d e r s  have a ls o  been r e p o r t e d  t o  3how 
w o rsen in g  o f  a an ta l<  symptoms a f t e r  u se  o f  m a r i ju a n a .  F o r e x am p le , 
f o u r  c a s e s  a re  known i n  w h ich  m a r i ju a n a  a p p a r e n t ly  p r e c ip i t a t e d  a 
r e la p a a  o tp a y c h o t ic - r lh y p a m a n ic lr . hahAyipri^ jCHarding and K n ig h t ,
1 9 7 3 ) .  •H^ r t f i e r ftc re ? * i‘d ep r't« sed  p a t i e n t *  - t r e a t e d  w ith  A -9-THC have 
been o b s e rv e d  t o  show a  h ig h  in c id e n c e  o f  d y s p h o r ic  r e a c t i o n s  (A b lon  
and G oodw in , 1 9 7 4 ) .

F f f e c t s  Som etim es R e p o rte d  By U s e rs

Mood Changes

T h e re  i s  a g e n e r a l b e l i e f  t h a t  u se  o f  m a r i jb a n a  a l t e r s  mood. T h is
p r o p e r t y  i s  one o f  th e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t s  s o u g h t by many u s e r s .
I n v e s t i g a t o r s  have d e s c r ib e d  a number o f  v a r i a b le s  t h a t  e n t e r  i n t o
th e  mood re sp o n se  t o  m a r i ju a n a  (J o n e s , 1 9 7 1 ) .  These in c lu d e  d o s a g e ,
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past experience, attitude, expectations, and setting. For example, 
individuals who used marijuana in isolation tended to be relaxed and 
slightly drowsy; in contrast, when the user waa in a group situation, 
marijuana was associated with euphoria and lack of sedative effect 
(Jones, 1971). Further evidence that mood changes are not attribut­
able solely to the pharmacological action of marijuana comes‘from a 
study that found that elevation in mood occurred immediately before 
use of marijuana and immediately after, but that mood waa not 
correlated with other indications of the subjective level of 
intoxication (Rossi et al., 1978). Instead, mood was correlated 
significantly with the moods of others, whether or not the other 
persons were intoxicated.

It appears that preexisting mood can influence th* decision to 
use marijuana. High school students who exhibit symptcns of 
depraaaion are more likely than are others to begin using marijuana 
as well as other illicit drugs (Paton et al., 1977). There is some 
evidence that students use the drug as a self-prescribed remedy for 
their own mood problems, often reporting that they use marijuana as a 
means of psychological coping (Johnston et al., 1980; Kaplan, 1980).

A belief that marijuana can be used to alleviate clinical 
depression is not supported by other studies, including one in which 
A-9-THC was carefully tested as an antidepressant. It was given to 
depressfi patients as an experimental treatment without •success 
(Ablon and Goodwin, 1974) (see Chapter 7).

Interpersonal Behavior

Adolescents and young adults often report that they use marijuana to 
facilitate interaction in new social situations (Mirin and McKenna,
1975). In a survey of 704 midwestern undergraduate students, most 
reported that marijuana was a meaningful "tool of social bonding" 
(Linn, 1971). There seems to be a widespread belief that marijuana 
smoking has several facilitativ#'effectsV' including enhanced social 
effectiveness, closer social bonding, heightened interpersonal 
sensitivity and empathy, and enhanced' sexual pleasure. -The 
subcultural lore on one of these measures of interpersonal behavior—  
sexual effectB— has not been studied systematically either in surveys 
or in experimental studies. The effects on sex hormones are 
controversial (see Chapter 5)• Studies in experimental situations 
have failed to show any enhancement of social interaction and, in 
fact, 3cme decrements were noted (Galanter et al., 1974; Clopton et 
al., 1979; Janowsky at al., 1979). Data from natural settings rather 
than experimental settings are not available.

Effects on Aggression

Because marijuana users have been involved in delinquent behavior, a 
number of investigators have.questioned whether use of.marijuana 
enhances aggressiveness in human beings. There are specific concerns
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Marijuana alao baa been found to produce an acute brain 
syndrome. This is a more severe mental problem consisting of 
confusion and loss of contact with reality. It lasts from several 
hours to several days and appears to be more likely to occur with 
higher doses.

Chronic effects of any drug are more difficult to assess than are 
immediate effects. The evidence that marijuana produces a chronic 
psychosis ia not convincing. The possible role of marijuana in 
causing an amotivational syndrome is a matter of great concern.
Apathy, poor school work or work performance# and lack of goals 
characterize a number of long-term marijuana users. But it has not 
been possible to determine how much is caused.by use of marijuana and 
how much was antecedent; it seems likely that both factors (drug 
effect and self-selection) contribute to the motivational problems 
seen in chronic users of marijuana. Existing studies have produced 
conflicting results. None of the investigators has looked at effects 
on the very young daily marijuana user, who is regarded as potentially 
at high ri3k for damaging effects because of physiological and 
psychological immaturity.

There is clinical evidence that marijuana usr. by former LSD users 
may precipitate a recurrence of LSD-type hallucinations known as a 
"flashback." Other clinical evidence raises the possibility that 
marijuana use can worsen preexisting mental .illness.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOP. RESEARCH 

The committee recommends the following types of studies.

* Systematic research on acute behavioral and psychosocial 
effects of marijuana should be extended to other age groups. There 
are virtually no data on prepubertal children, young adolescents, 
older adults, and aging persons.

* Studies of effects of daily use of marijuana on school 
children are greatly needed. . These effects should include the 
learning of new material, physical, psychological, and social 
development, acquisition of coping skills, and tools of daily living.

* Systematic studies of long-term effects of marijuana are 
increasingly possible now that longitudinal studies have identified 
representative panols of persona known to be chronic heavy users. 
These studies should cover interactive effects of marijuana and other 
drugs on behavioral and psychosocial responses, especially 
interactions of alcohol and marijuana because of their frequency of 
associated use.

* Dosage effects should be restudied, taking into account the 
higher potency cannabis that is in current use. Further study is 
needed of the timing and depth of inhalation of cigarettes with 
standard doses of marijuana. More animal studies at varying doses 
are needed. In view of the long-term retention of marijuana in body 
tissues, further study is needed to see whether or not chronic users 
may have impairments of function even in the absence of an acute dose
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Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
Senate

P.O . BOX V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

Juneau , A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1

TO; M e mb er s of the H ou se  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

FROM; S e n at o r Joe P. J o s e p h s o n
S e n a t o r  Bettye 
S e n at or  Ken  Fanning

RE; R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a r i j u a n a

DATE; F e b r u a r y  25, 1988

Last w e e k  t he S enate d e b a t e d  S e n a t e  Bill 32, and 
b y  a v o t e  of 15-3 p a ss ed  a bill tha t wo ul d 
r e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  and a l l o w  i m p r i s o n m e n t —  up to 
90 days —  for t he priv at e u se or p o s s e s s i o n  of small 
a m o u nt s of m a r i j u a n a  in one's homel

A s  t h e  t h r e e  w ho v o t e d  a g a i ns t this bill on final 
p a s s a g e  (on reconsideration), w a  hav e gr av e co ncerns 
a bo ut  this b i l l' s invasion u p o n  the R i g h t  of Pri va cy  
and t he a t t e n d a n t  issue of co nstitutionality.

We also h a v e  g r e a t  c o ncerns ab ou t i nc a rc e r a t i n g  young, 
casual v i o l a t o r s  and m i n g l i n g  t h e m  w i t h  h a r de ne d 
criminals. A l t h o u g h  it w o u l d  s e e m  this m e a su r e wo ul d 
i ncrease the e sc al a t i n g  p r i s o n  costs, tha bill carries 
a zero fiscal note.

We o f f e r e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  two amendments. One dealt 
w i t h  r e d u c i n g  t h e  al lo wa bl e p e n a l t y  for p r i v a t e  home 
u se of lass tha n  six ounces from 90 days in jail to a 
c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  fine. T h e  o t he r 
a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  d i s a l l o w e d  jail tim e  for a first 
o f f e n s e  of p o s s e s s i o n  of an ounce or less in one's 
home, a l t h o u g h  the  d e f e n d a n t  in suc h a case w o u l d  have 
b e e n  l i a bl e to a fine.

Y ou wi ll  find t h r e e  attac h me nt s t h a t  m a y  aid you as the 
H o u s e  b e g i n s  its deliberations:

— p a r t i a l  t r a n s c r i p t  of S e n a t e  floor debate 
— A n c h o r a g e  D aily News e di torial 
— p o s i t i o n  s t a t e me nt  of p o l i c e  associations.

Feel free to call u p o n  any o ne of us if we can be of 
furt he r assistance.



Senate Floor Debate on SB 32 
February 17, 1988

Objection to adoption of HESS Committee Substitute

Fanning; M a d a m  President, the objection is just for 
clarification and an explanation. For those of us who were 
not here of the differences between the two bills.

Fischer The difference between the two bills, as we went 
through the hearing process, we knew that the section one, 
wh i c h  I'll talk about later is the key to the bill when it 
comes to being u phel d in the court. So the committee 
substitute tightened up on those findings so that we could 
make the case to w i n  in the event it did get to court.

Objection has been removed. HESS Committee Substitute has 
been adopted and is before the Senate.

Fanning I w o u l d  like a clarification from you if I could. 
We have a serious matter before us and prior to 
consideration of m oving to third reading, I would like to 
request that specific members be allowed to discuss and 
question very specific sections of this legislation, as well 
as the legislation in general, for the purpose of 
determining whether or not certain amendments are useful and 
appropriate. I have some amendments prepared. I w ould 
like, if we could, that we can get a ruling.

Faiks Y o u  have the floor, Senator.

Fanning Being a little bit rusty on procedures and not 
having been here recently, I w onde r if I could get an 
explanation from the Chair and perhaps of the sponsoring 
senator, as to what findings do in a bill. What their legal 
implications are, wh at the reason for them is and why we 
have before us a four page bill w i t h  90 lines of findings 
and 10 lines of law, of w h i c h  only 4 lines change current 
and existing law. I would appreciate just an update on what 
findings do and are intended to do.

Fischer The reasons you have the findings in there when you 
go back to the Ravin decision, there was a w i n d o w  left by 
the court that b a s i c a l l y  said, if in the future you do find 
evidence to the contrary to what we're saying today, then 
we'll look at it. The best example I can give is in 1975, 
keeping in mind this is 13 years ago, they base d their 
decision on the THC content being 1Z. We now know that that 
is not true. We know that it's anywhere from 10-20Z. These
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are the things that we're building so that in the event that 
this law would be challenged, we can go to the court and say 
this is what we're showing you, things have changed since 
1975. W e ' r e  in a new age, we're in 1988.

Fanning So it's my understanding that the findings in this 
legislation are specifically for court determinations and do 
not, of course, carry any letter of the law. Is that a 
correct interpretation from the Chair?

Fischer M y  personal opinion w o u l d  be is that these are 
things that we can show are to be true. We can use medical 
evidence to show that they are true. We'll just pick one, 
number six, where we talk about the THC which I m e n t ioned 
earlier. It's all going to depend upon who you're going to 
believe, I guess. I w o u l d  rather believe the medical 
profession than any of m y  colleagues here, because I think 
the medical  profession has a little more knowledge about 
medicine than we do individually. I also put faith in the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse. There's a report in 1980 
which was only 5 years after the Ravin case, where they talk 
about the chemistry of marijuana. What they're saying is 
just as street marijuan a has increased market e d l y  in potency 
over the last 5 years, keeping in m i n d  this was 1980 w h e n  
this was written, confiscated materials in 1975 rarely 
exceeded 1Z THC content. By 1979, samples as high as 5Z THC 
content were common. Hash oil, a marijuana extract 
unavailable a decade ago, has been  found to have a THC 
content as high as 28Z w i t h  more typical samples analyzed by 
University of M ississi ppi chemists ranging from 15-20Z. I 
guess, even though I'm not from the South, I would concur 
with the Missis s i p p i  Universit y chemists.

•i

Fanning I thank the sponsor for the definition. I guess 
that was also m y  understandi ng that findings wer e things 
that could be proven and that substantial evidence w o u l d  
prove those findings. It's obvious, of course, in this case 
as the gentleman who just spoke mentioned, there m a y  be 
considerable disagreement depending on who you're listening 
to or whose evidence that you take. But that b eing the 
case, I would ask the sponsor or others to explain specific 
findings. In the original bill, of course, there were ten. 
In the bill that is before us there are 14. So there must 
have been considerable n e w  evidence in the time of the 
committee hearing. I w o u l d  ask that since they relate 
specifically to health, h o w  certain findings fit in. In 
order not to delay it, but to m a k e  sure that we get answers 
to specific questions, I have a question as to the rel evancy 
of number one and h o w  that is harmful. I have a question on 
finding number 5. The question on number 5 w o u l d  relate to 
the fact that that finding, and I'll read  it to the members: 
"It is possible for a human being to overdose from the use
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of marijuana, especially if it is u s e d  in conjunction with 
alcohol, because it increases the effects of alcohol". If 
that is the case, part of my question  is why we're not
prohibit ing alcohol since that seems to be the critter in
question.

On //7 and I f6, we're just given information relevant to 
the different contents of THC, perhaps the sponsor can 
clarify if the information you read was based on national
studies or studies in Alaska. As we all know, we have a
considerable different situation in Alaska relevant to 
m a r i j u a n a  and different sources of obtaining marijuana, mu ch 
of w h i c h  of course in A laska is home grown. I w ould 
appreciate an e x planati on to that.

On I I9 I r e ally h a d  a q uestion with: "although it may
take a heavy  cigarette smoker as long as 20 years to develop 
lung cancer, one m a r i j u a n a  cigarette a day may cause lung 
cancer in three years". That finding, along w i t h  many 
others, is not absolute. It suggests, maybe. But it seems 
to imply that any heavy cigarette smoker is going to develop 
lung cancer in 20 years. M a d a m  President, I think that we 
have obvious substantia tion that that is not the case. In 
any event, it seems that the findings, w hile designed to be 
specific proof and evidence of general public health 
problems, relate in m a n y  instances to what are perceived 
individual h e a l t h  problems. So I guess, in my opinion, they 
seem to fall short of the mark.

I w o u l d  also question h o w  in n um ber 14(b), and I'm 
q uestioning  this legislative finding because, of course, I 
assume w e  fird that if w e  vote yes today, I ’m  certain that 
ma n y  of the other members, including myself, have not been 
offered the evidence to substantiate m a n y  of the things in 
this legislation. But I p a r t i c u l a r l y  question under (b)(4) 
we suggest that over the -last 3 years in the Anchorage 
School District (of course the bill was introduced last year 
so I assume it m a y  refer to evidence of the previous three 
years) of the 230 students who have b e e n  suspended from 
school for posses sion or use of marijuana, 2 9 1 has indicated 
that m a r i j u a n a  is used  by " adults in their living 
environment. I m a y  be jumping to conclusion, the sponsor 
can correct me in this instance if I'm wrong, that what 
w e ' r e  doing here is saying that the fact that it is legal 
for adults to use m a r i j u a n a  in the p r ivacy in their home is 
sending a bad m e s s a g e  to our kids. I guess what that 
finding seems to say to me is that 702, 712 of the people 
involved, of the kids involved, do not have usage of 
m a r i j u a n a  by adults. It seems to me that the findings 
prove exactly the opposite of what he sponsors w o u l d  in 
fact be indicating.

The partic u l a r  confusion, and perhaps I can get an 
e x p l a n a t i o n  of 14(c) in contrast w i t h  the finding section 
prior to number 1. 14(c) states: "The legislature further
finds that there is a legitimate and compelling governmental
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interest, based on testimonial and scientific evidence, that 
the public health and w e lfare will suffer if personal use of 
m a r i juana  even in small amounts is allowed." I really don't 
feel that the findings involved here, relevant to personal 
use, and that's all we're eliminating in the legislation is 
personal use in the p r i vacy of one's home, is used. The 
findings don't relate to h o w  that causes a public health 
hazard. Back in the findings before, we mentioned number 1, 
we don't speak of public health problems. In fact, we 
specifically say: "the legislature finds that marijuana use 
is a serious health p r o ble m for the following reasons"
rather than a public h ea lth problem. I wonder if that was 
an intentional difference between persona. individual, 
public and serious h e a l t h  problems. Perhaps the sponsor of 
the legislation could help me out w i t h  all those questions. 
Thank you.

Fischer There was a w hole  lot of questioning by one member 
o l  the body. The only thing that is absolute, that I'm
aware of, is that w e're all going to die. I guess anything 
else is possible. So I don't look at anything necessarily 
b eing absolute in all cases. Getting back to the school, if 
302 of the students, and this is from a letter that came 
from the district, are involved or are exposed to adults 
taking m a r i j u a n a  at home, then it's 302 too many. So I 
w o u l d  like to see that 1002 but you know, we don't have 
t h a t .

The kinds of information that the Senator is asking
for, and I usually don't do this, but this is just packed 
w i t h  m e d i c a l  information that can substantiate each one of 
these one by one. What I w o u l d  suggest, if the Senator from 
around Fairbanks and in Fairbanks, if he has real concern 
about any of these, he m i g h t  wan t to stop by the office next 
door to him, w h i c h  the Senator from Soldotna is always
playing m usic too loud an yhow that he keeps hearing. I 
thought maybe he h eard me last night w h e n  I was talking 
about the bill itself. But I think some of the concerns
that the Senator has are good personal concerns. But we as 
a body are saying this is what we find in the evidence 
before us.

The resolutions that came in .. on your desk there is a 
list of organizations. These folks have also done some of 
their h o m e w o r k  and have come in and substantiated some of 
these. A l t h o u g h  we didn't use these at all for any backing 
for the findings of fact. But when you look at some of
these organizations, such as the Anchorage Crime Commission, 
students themselves, they're all saying the same thing.
They're not saying a nything different than what  we've
already said. Also vhen you get this k i n d  of organizational 
support w h i c h  is u n b elievable w i t h o u t  solicitation. Not one 
of these have I ever w r i t t e n  to and asked them to send a 
resolution. It was spontaneous. They sent them on their
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own effort. This really makes it more of a broad-based 
community support. These folks are saying the same thing. 
I have copies of all the resolutions from these various 
organizations. The only apology I have to the body is that 
I k n o w  I m i s s e d  some. Because as they came in during the 
interim they either got w a y l a i d  on the w a y  down or I 
mispla ced them. But I feel sorry, I think there's a school 
board in Ketchikan, a Catholic school board, I don't know 
what it is, b t • I know they sent a letter in support of it. 
So we missed c lot of these. We're not saying something 
new. We're not trying to create some facts that aren't 
there - they are there. Individually, you may disagree. 
That's your privilege. What I'm saying is that we can 
substantiate through the material that all these things are 
in some document or are printed by experts. You may 
disagree w i t h  the expert and that's the privilege of anybody 
here in this body.

Josephson I have sent an amendment to the desk and I ask 
that the amendment be read. (see attached)

I move the amendment and I w ould like to explain to the 
body what it does. Let me say that with regard to the 
underlying issue, I think reasonable people can differ. I 
am satisfied that an overwhelming number of Alaskans want to 
see the p ossession  or use of marijuana recriminalized. I 
think it w o u l d  be inconsiderate of me to say that those 
people lack common sense, some of them have law enforcement 
experience, some of them have watched what is happening in 
Alaska since the Ravin decision. And I also cannot say to 
the Senate w i t h  any confidence that this measure before us 
is clearly unconstitutional, we have the Ravin decision. 
But after all in the issue of local hire, M a d a m  President, 
I'm one who says let's try to recraft a bill and go back to 
the court and give them another chance. I can't with 
honesty  say let's not do that on the issue of ,-rijuana.

But I do think that there is no outcry and no justice 
for the proposition that people who possess small amounts of 
marijuana ought to go to prison.' What my amendment does is 
to say that the private p ossession or use of marijuana  under 
four ounces is a violation, for which a fine can be levied. 
Because if the idea is that we want to give people a 
message, a clear message, that marijuana use should be 
discouraged, I have no problem w i t h  that. But if the idea 
is that we want to take those people, throw them in the 
corrections system, mingle them w i t h  hardened criminals, I 
have a great p r o b l e m  w i t h  that..

Last May 12, I sent to m y  colleagues a statement about 
this and said I w o u l d  be offering this amendment. I wrote 
that "by removing the threat of a jail or prison sentence 
for the private use or possession of small amounts of 
marijuana, the legislature can reduce the likelihood of a
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court challenge in the first place, a n d  reduce the court's 
concern about recriminalization  as an invasion upon the 
Right of Privacy, in the second place."

M a d a m  President, I believe that w h e n  the court gets 
this m a t t e r  again, and it will, and there will be millions 
of dollars, let's be serious about this, spent at the trial 
level in getting experts on one side and the other. 
Probably the State w i l l  pay for b o t h  sides of that dispute. 
There will be an appeal to the Supreme Court. And w h e n  the 
m atter goes back to the Supreme Court, the level of scrutiny 
or the level of concern that the justices have about what we 
are doing today w i l l  be much greater if the defendant is 
arguing that there is a potential loss of liberty for the 
private use of m a r i j u a n a  in the defendant's own home than 
w o u l d  be tue case under this amendment. If we can say to 
the court that the sanction involved un der this amendment is 
a fine, I think the court's tendency to u p h o l d  the 
Legislature's action and respect the Legislature's action 
w i l l  be greater.

Members may recall that last spring we had a public 
hearing in the Senate Finance room. Mrs. Reagan spoke to 
us. Mrs, Murkowski spoke to us. It m a y  be remembered that 
I specifically asked Mrs. Murkowski, who is a leader in this 
effort, about her feelings concerning incarceration. She 
replied that she e x p r e s s e d  no strong feelings about that 
aspect. This is my interpretation but other members were 
there. I'm not literally quoting her, but she expressed no 
strong feelings about that aspect of the marijuana issue. 
She went  on to say that if anything she saw no reason w h y  
incarceration penalty w o u l d  be necessary. That was Nancy 
M u rko wski's testimony at that time. We have a crowded 
correction system. I do not believe we should be burdening 
that system with private m a r i j uana users who come out of a 
private settings w i t h  small amounts of marijuana.

So in summary, M a d a m  President, I believe this is a 
friendly amendment that w i l l  strengthen the 
constitutionality of SB 32. It w i l l  reduce the likelihood 
of a successful constitutional challenge. It will reduce 
the impact of costs on the Department of Corrections. It 
wi l l  prevent the co-mingling in jails and prisons of 
youth f u l  marijuana users w i t h  h a r d e n e d  criminals. It will  
increase support in b o t h  bodies, and in the other body where 
this b i l l  has to pass. I think it is a friendly amendment. 
I think it is an amendment that should be adopted and I hope 
the Senate will adopt the amendment, M a d a m  President.

Fischer I rise against the amendment. The Senator k i n d  of 
gives the impression that anybody that has a small amount of 
m a r i j u a n a  under this bill is going to go to jail. That's 
far from the truth. There's no m a n d a t o r y  sentence, there's 
just maximal. In the opinion of a judge, it may be a $25 
fine. He's not o b l i g a t e d  to give jail time nor is he
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o bligated to give any m o n etary fines. That's the
flexibility within the system that makes it nice.

M a d a m  President, just so we get an idea, that's 
equivalent to four ounces (shows j a r ) . So if you think you 
can put four ounces in your hip pocket and walk  away, you're 
mistaken. By the way, it's not marijuana, they tell me it's 
parsley. But I wouldn't know the difference anyhow. I
think the other thing is, M a d a m  President, all the people
that have given these various endorsements were relating to 
SB 32 w h i c h  did not have this language in it. Everybody
knew, this has been in the Legislatur e for 3-5 years, 1 
think maybe the first time down I did it. Nothing has 
really changed other than the findings of fact because as 
time goes on we know more scientific evidence comes forth 
that makes the findings of fact even stronger. But it has 
been around for a long time and we're not petting the 
support from the folks saying, hey, we want it this way or 
that way. They like it the w a y  it is. That's why I object 
to the amendment.

Josephson That's the problem. Because people who say this 
is a good bill say, but we really aren't going to punish 
people or we're really not going to spend any money to 
enforce it. That's w h y  I think the Senator fron Fairbanks 
and I and others have some concern about this as to whether 
this is going to be received in the public m i n d  as a genuine 
effort or not. If we're really not intending to put these 
people in prison, then w h y  don't we clear that up right now 
and say that and avoid that possibility. This body in the 
past, and I might say my friend from the Kenai Peninsula in 
the past, has not always been w i lling to say we just admire 
the discretion used by judges and we will exceed to their 
good judgment on a case-by-case basis. I m e a n  this body has 
often said that we are going to have to moni tor what judges 
do and put perimeters around wha t judges do. I think this 
is an appropriate case to do that, to put those perimeters 
around them.

I reiterate that the adoption  of this amendment will  
strengthen the chances of this bills a) reaching the other 
body, b) being signed by the Governor, and c) being u p held 
by the court. That is the truth of the matte r and I think 
this is a good moderate ste^.

As far as the other propos i t i o n  that these agencies or 
individuals who endorsed the bill have not endorsed this 
amendment, that's an argument that says we can never change 
a bill on the floor of the Senate. I think that that is not 
a proper argument to make. If the Senate sees wisd om in the 
amendment, the amendment should be adopted. I urge the 
adoption of the amendment.
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Halford Question to the sponsor of the amendment. Does
this mean that subsequent convictions or a serious of 
convictions always carry the penalty of a violation and 
never escalate?

Josephson I think it does but if the Senate has a proposal 
on that, I would entertain it. I think that you are talking 
here about the right of privacy  for personal u s p  in the
home. It is m y  position that we should not incarcerate 
people for that use. But we can send a message. The 
argument has been that what is n e eded to discourage the use 
of m a r i juana is a message. I beli eve that. I think law is 
normative. I think the passage of law does affect behavior. 
I think that w hen we passed civil rights laws in this 
country, people respected one another more. I believe that 
the passage of legislation will reduce mariju ana use. I'm 
not arguing that it is not effective. But I'm saying the 
message will do that, you don't need to send people to 
prison along w i t h  that.

Halford The reason I asked the qu estion is that it's often 
a p o s s e s s i o n  v i o l ation that can be proven when  there is 
o b v i ously intent to do something else. The four ounce 
provision, parti cularly wh en the p o t ency and values have 
gone up, allows a lot of room for other actions which are
not simply possession in the home for private usage. Yet
the only conviction you may be able to get because you have 
to prove intent in the other convictions, is that possession 
is conviction. So if we're estab l i s h i n g  a system that 
allows a serious of posses s i o n  convictions all to be 
violations, then I think we're breakin g up the continuity of 
the statutory scheme.

*r

Josephson M a d a m  President, I a m  not an expert in this 
matter but I don't think you're going to get m u c h  inference 
of the sale because you have four ounces of marijuana in 
your home. But if there are circumstanc es that give rise to 
that inference, there ought to" be prosecutions. I don't 
think I'm changing anything in that respect. I just want to 
keep that casual user in his or her home out of the prison 
system.

Fanning M a d a m  President, i find m y s e l f  in a quandary 
re levant to this particular amendment and don't know whether 
I'm supportive of it or not ... point of constitutionality, 
when the challenge comes that it will give merit to the 
legislation. W i t hout this amendment, I feel that the courts 
will find, as I have in this analysis and as we've 
discussed, that this Legislature has not h a d  a hearing, the 
back-up mater ial is in the basket of one senator. The 
members of this body today are finding out more and will 
find out more than has b een exposed to the Legislature. So
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I think that this amendment w o u l d  really strengthen this 
legislation from the standpoint of a potential
constitutional challenge.

Additionally, the point relevant to m i x e d  signals which 
will u ndoubt edly come up in the future and the point 
relevant to correctional information, and we'll ask later, 
I'm sure, of the Finance Committee of the fiscal notes that 
we're talking about. The difference b e t we en fining someone 
and having the potential of sending them to jail, and 
obviou sly sending them to jail, has to have substantive 
fiscal impacts on this State. M a d a m  President, in 1989 
dollars corrections estimates that we've spent $44,500 a 
year on an individual incarcerated in this State. That's 
$109.59 per day. For members of this body, to argue if they 
do, that there will be no increase in correctional costs if 
we pass a law that criminalizes 20,000 or more Alaskans, 
then w e're either saying that the pro secution or law 
enforcement officers or the judges are not going to pay 
attention to it. Otherwise there obv iously is going to be a 
very substantive fiscal impact.

So from the standpoint of the fiscal impact and the 
standpoint of the constitutional arguments involved in this, 
it makes me wonder, if we adopt this, what type of an honest 
message we w o u l d  be sending. If we don't adopt it, then in 
fact I think it w ould interpreted correctly that the 
legislation before us, without amendment, is an infringement 
on rights that's b eyond what the court requires for proving 
that the h e alth h azard allows the State to go in and invade 
the privacy of our homes, as was the findings of the Ravin 
decision. So I guess I'm in a quandary. I think that it's 
a h e al thy amendment. It's positive. I think it's the 
message that most Alaskans wan t to receive. But I don't 
think I k n o w  h o w  I want to vote on it. T h a n k  you.

Halford I'd just like to read for the members the 
definition of a Class B misdemeanor. Class B misdemeanors 
w hich c h a r acteris tically involve a m i n o r  risk of personal 
injury to a person, minor 'offenses against property
interest, minor offenses against public decency or order, or
m inor offenses against public h e a l t h  or decency. That's
what is provided for in this bill. The penalties are 
substanti ally less than some w o u l d  advocate for crimes like 
using someone else's guide area or a n umber  of property 
crimes across the State.

Jones M a d a m  President, I hear some concern for the privacy 
of those who are using the substance w i t h i n  their own home". 
I think we ought to think about the people who are
subjected, the young people that are su bjected to the use of
this by others in the home. They also have a right and in
many cases it isn't protected. I think this bill is a big
step in doing that. I'd like to read a couple of things
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from the Supreme Court decision, the Ravin decision, that 
might help the Senator from Fairbanks make a decision. In 
that case, the findings were and it's stated: "When there is 
a substantial doubt as to the safety of a substance or 
situation of public health controls to obviate the danger 
will u s uall y be upheld." Another quote: "no one has the
right to do things in their own home which will affect 
others adversely." I just hope that helps in making up 
their decision.

Josephson W h e n  the issue came up in the Alaska Supreme 
Court about wheth er the State was responsible for providing 
defense counsel, the court's focus of attention was on 
whether the penalties involved the possible loss of liberty. 
A  risk of the loss of liberty. It doesn't matter whether 
that's for 10 days, 30 days, 90 days, or a year. There is a 
significant interest in protecting the right of liberty. 
And we want it that way. Remember, if you turn down this 
amendment, you are giving the people who will challenge SB 
32, if it is enacted, another arrow in their quiver. You 
are inviting stricter scrutiny of your legislation. You are 
risking, in m y  judgment, to a greater degree than with the 
amendment a decision that this enactment is unconstitutional 
because you are putting people's liberty at risk for what 
they do in the privacy of their own home. That is the 
choice before you. If you want to strengthen the 
constitutionality, that's why the Senator from Fairbanks is 
perplex ed about this, then the amendment should be adopted. 
It is also good policy. I believe that if you went to the 
people in A l aska who said they want marijuana recriminalized 
and you asked them the next question, if your son or 
daughter had less than four ounces and was using it in the 
p r iva cy of his or her home,'do you want your son or daughter 
to go to prison. I believe the answer would be no. I want 
the m e ssage given, I want a penalty, but I don't want my 
youngster m i x e d  up w i t h  felons in the Department- of 
Corrections. And that is what this amendment stands for.

Fanning Just briefly, as I understand it, the Senator from 
A n c h o r a g e  was explaining what this bill would do, what a 
Class B felony is, but he stopped when he got to the $1,000
fine or the 90 days in jail.

Fischer  One thing we can't forget is the street value of 
this is $1,120. It's not a small matter, we're talking 
$1,120 if we're to go out here in the streets of Juneau. It 
might be higher in other areas of the state. But that's the 
street value here in Juneau.

Ke r t t u l a  The President of the Senate has allowed very broad 
r e a c h i n g , w h i c h  I think you should. I think the House 
yesterd ay on a v e r y  controversial measu re spent five hours.
I doubt the Senate intends to spend five hours but it may
spend half that amount of time on the subject.



Page Eleven

I just want to say a particular element that should go 
into the total concern that we have here about this 
legislation. I don't know  if anyone ' se is on the floor 
today that voted on the present act in tne books. I know I 
voted against it. I probably am fairly happy that the 
questions asked Gary Hart during the period may not been 
asked many of us. But I don't ever remember and I'm 
absolu tely certain that I've never had anything to do with 
smoking marijuana, much like Senator Fischer. I don't think 
it was a p r oblem  with people in our age group, there wasn't 
any peer pressure or anything, so it's fairly easy for me to 
raise m y  right hand and make that statement. So I voted 
against the prese .t act and I've never used marijuana.

I do want to itate though, because Judiciary does have 
some small responsibility. If you're really trying to 
overcome present legislation and the constitutional 
interpretations, I think I should at least inform you that 
in d eciding Ravin vs. State of A l a s k a , the Alaska" Supreme 
Court n o t e d  that the Alaska Right to Privacy which is 
specifically annunciated in our State Constitution, does not 
overcome any state interest in stopping people from smoking 
marij u a n a  in their own home. The court focused on the fact 
that the State could not show health concerns that were 
significant enough to justify intrusion into a person's 
home. In a later case then dealing w i t h  cocaine, however, 
the Supreme Court did find the justifications in .. and held 
that the right to privacy did not cover cocaine. It was a 
serious h azar d in many ways. This is a key point and I 
think it's ve ry important if we're considering this bill.

To overcome Ravin v. S t a t e , there must be accurate 
findings, accurate findings to justify an intrusion into a 
private home. The findings in this bill are overstated and 
in some instances are wrong. For instance, it says that 
m a r i j u a n a  m a y  cause schizophrenia. We have fairly recent, 
into the midd le 1980's, 1982 report here that says there is 
insignificant evidence, and this is med ical findings, to say 
that cannabis psychosis exists as a separate clinical
entity. I'm frankly opposed to'tlo use of cannabis, but I 
also have been somewhat an observer of the process. We're 
talking about a constitutionally correct piece of 
legislation, if possible, as Senator Josephson says you've 
been poking away at various issues w h e t h e r  it's local hire, 
w h eth er it's this, to find a constituti onally acceptable 
bill. Well, I have a piece of mater i a l  here that states, 
and this is the Terry Martin. In Te rry Martin's efforts, 
the w o r k  came up during the hearing process in HESS and
there was a lot of testimony taken, but on the other hand, 
this is a direct statement from the legislative analyst to 
the atten t i o n  of John M anley to Representative M a r t i n  w hich 
says: "As you've requested, I have not included any research 
w h i c h  disputes the findings set out in the bill". There is
heavily two sides to this issue and a lot of medical fact.
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I chink if you adopt Che present act, and I'll probably voce 
for the act as a macter of face, buc I don'c chink you're
going to find, ic's noc going Co scand the constitutional
test w i t h  these particular findings as they're w r i tten up.

Fanning I am speaking to the amendment. I think I have 
mace my m i n d  up on it and I'd like to speak in favor of it.
I think there's probably at least one thing that all of us
in this body w ould agree on and that is that this nation's 
drug laws and policies have noc been w o rkin g well. On that 
simple statement I think almost all Americans agree. During 
the 78 years since the passage of the Harrison Narcotics 
Act, he roin has become a national menace and it's use has 
spread to the middle class in the suburbs after a third 
century of escalating penalties against marijuana and 
anti-marijuana propaganda. M a r i j u a n a  has reached an 
unprec edented peak of popularity, as is pointed out, by the 
way, in the findings in this bill. The increase in Alaska 
since we passed our laws in 1982 further restricting it. 
Barbiturates which a generation ago were thought of as 
sedatives useful for calming and for sleep, have become 
thrill drugs as well as have amphetamines.

Contrary to popular belief and perhaps the belief of 
some members of this body, the most important institution in 
Alaska, as was pointed out in a recent Governor's report and 
in America, is the family, not the legislature.

I think most young folks realize that since w e've 
enacted tougher drug laws in 1982, usage in Alaska is on the 
increase. Prohibition does not work. So what our response 
is in this bill is that since usage is up, let's pass this 
law and increase usage.

The Senator from Kenai will find that that parsley 
mistake n for marijuana in 'his jar, after passage of this 
act, the value will not be $1,100. The value after w e've 
created a black market may well be in excess of $5,000.

Prohibition, trying to keep drugs away from people 
b egan in 1914 and has remained the dominate theme of 
anti-drug legislation and it's not successful. We've  
learned that in 1920-33, relative to alcohol, it's not
w o rki ng today w i t h  marijuana or cocaine or any of the other 
illicit drugs. Nor is prohibition likely to be beneficial  
in the future.

Th^ amendment before us would, in fact, be beneficial. 
It woi.ld send a message. It w o u l d  send a message of 
education to our young people rather than a message of 
prohibition. I think, M a d a m  Chairman,, what we have here
before us, if we fail, in modifying the legislation is deja
vu from yesterday. We have findings that have about the 
same amount of pertinence that as the whereas' in
yesterday's ANWR's resolution. They are inaccurate. They 
don't solve the problem. The court's going to throw them 
o u t .
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Privately, a Senator asked me if I had suggested that I 
did not think there was public hearings on this legislation. 
I want to clarify that for the purpose both of this 
amendment and for the sake of the legislation. I did not 
suggest that. I do think, however, it is interesting to 
note and I'm certain that the courts will note the rather 
curious course that this bill has taken through this body 
since it's introduction. The bill was introduced on January 
19, 1987. It was referred to two committees. The chairman 
of the first committee on February 16 moved and asked 
unanimous consent that the five-day notice and publication 
of notice hearing rule be waived. Hearings were held in 
that committee. The second committee of referral waived the 
bill. The Finance Commitcee heard the bill and decided that 
all the agency's financial implications were apparently 
accurate. Yesterday on the floor we also discussed 
appropriations and fiscal bills and we decided that even a 
$600 suggestion by a state agency meant that there must be a 
substantive fiscal implication. Today we have agencies that 
have recommended $500,000 w o u l d  have to be spent if we spent 
nothing in our correctional institutions! If there was no 
increase cost. I w ould urge the members of the body to 
seriously consider the amendment. To vote yes for the 
amendment and to get involved in solving our drug problem in 
Alaska through education and through methods that do wo rk 
rather than through prohibition w h i c h  we've proven does not 
work.

Fischer I feel compelled to respond to the message, I 
guess, that there wasn't adequate public hearings. The 
reason we had the first hearing is because we wanted to 
incorporate people who where here in J une au who wanted to 
say something on it. B u t 1 let me say this, we had four 
hearing on this particular bill. Two went statewide 
teleconference, not only that but they were held in the 
evening. W h i c h  meant that people in the evening had a crack 
at it w h e n  most of us down here don't do that. You know, we 
have them during the day whe n John Q. public, the guy that 
supports this, can't afford to testify. So we did have 
plenty of hearings. And also, not to defend the Judiciary 
Committee, but I think the Senate needs to k n o w  that at that 
time, Senator Kerttula, Senator J o s e phson and Senator 
H a l ford were all members of the HESS Committee.

Kerttul a I never indicated that the Senator didn't have 
public hearings in any way and he's correct. I saw him s .t 
before the microphone for hours taking testimony. That * i s  
m e  of the reasons that Senate J u d i ciar y decided not *-.o 
continue in the same vain. He did take a great deal of 
testimony. I do have a q uestion of Senator Josephson 
through the Chair, if I may. Senator Josephson, you're a 
distinguished and very competent lawyer. You know very well
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that you're a v e r y’valued member of the Judiciary Committee, 
very important member. The question I have is, have you 
thought out a methodology that could respond to the Finance 
Chairman's question of ever increasing penalties for the
possessi on that you initiated here as an amendment and the 
amendment is n o w  before us. It seems to me that that might 
be appropriate as an amendment to the amendment, if ;ou had 
thought that out at this time.

Josep h s o n  Th/ough the Chair, I thank the Chair of the
J udiciary Committee. I don't thank the Chair of the Finance 
Committee (laughter). M a d a m  President, I hadn't thought 
about that, but there are ways it could be addressed. The 
amendment making private possession of less than four ounces 
a seventh degree offense of misconduct could apply only to 
first convictions, for example. I haven't had time to
address that, I would certainly regard an amendment to the 
amendment as friendly, if it were offered for that purpose. 
In pract ical fact, I don't think you're going to find much 
repeat v iolations at that level. So I think it's kind of a 
non-problem. But that would  be acceptable to me. You
u n d e r s t a n d  that my focus is on that person, ordinarily a 
young person, who is convicted on the first occasion for 
using in the privacy of his or her home. That is the person 
I don't want to see go to prison.

Her.slev M a d a m  President, I'm sitting here agonising over 
the subject matter. I haven't spent a great deal of time 
listening to the arguments or the hearings on the 
legislation. I'm real concerned about the message that we 
are going to give if we adopt this amendment with respect to 
the legal permission to m a i n t a i n  a stash of this material at 
home. I don't k n o w  all the legalities of the issues. But 
I've got children aged 13, 11, 8, and 4. I sure as heck 
don't want  to see them being incarcerated. On the other 
hand, I haven't heard any redeeming .. placed on this
materia l on the floor. We've heard all the negative 
aspects. But I am concerned about my children and the 
exposure that they might have to this substance. Whether or 
not it leads to cocaine and all these other things, I 
suspect that that's a possibility.

I notice that in the sheet here of organizations that 
encourage the r e c riminal ization of marijuana, we have both 
our school district as well as our bor ough that have passed 
resolutions encouraging that. I know that our institutions 
are spending a lot of money  trying to deal w i t h  problems in 
society. I'm not so sure that this material, this substance 
that w e're calking about contributes to that. It may well 
do so. I w o u l d  say that it w o u l d  be nice to be able to 
count on people to maintai n their self-discipline to not 
utilize harmful substances. I think if we could get people 
to do chat, that would be half won. But unfortunately,
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somehow or another, people aren't taking care of themselves. 
I think we're all human. We all have our weaknesses. But I 
w o u l d  say that so far as the message that we are going to 
try to convey to the people of this State, that perhaps the 
strongest message is to say you can't have it legally. 
Consequently, I'm going to vote against the amendment.

A bood I guess what was really bothering me on this is on 
the last page, page 4 on line 12. Let's talk about a 
scenario for a moment. Let's assume that you have at your 
living room w i n d o w  at dusk a plant that looks like a 
m a r i juana plant. It's a beautiful plant, I'm sure you've 
all seen it. ... But at any rate, it says that "refuses 
entry into a premises for an inspection". Now if this cop 
drives by and he sees that and he says uh-huh. Just as 
you're taking it to the kitchen to water it, and he says 
uh-huh, there's m arijuana in that house and I'm going in 
there and I'm going to arrest those people. That bothers me 
because you d o n’t have to have a warrant. You just say, if 
you don't let me into your house at this minute, you're 
going to fall under the law and that's breaking the law and 
you're in real trouble. Is that what this thing is going to 
do? Read it.

Joseph son To respond to the Senator from Kotzebue's remark. 
That really troubles me to hear those comments because first 
of all we are giving a message .... against the law, the 
penalties. We're not legalizing it, we're recriminalizing 
it. So the message is given. But I want to say this, 
through the Chair to the Senator from Kotzebue, if I were 
the Senator from Kotzebue, I w o u l d  be darn w o rried  about 
passing this bill without my amendment. Because 
historically, h i s t orically when you give judges latitude as 
to who goes to jail and who doesn't, who pays the fine and 
who doesn't, there is a disparity of treatment b e t w e e n  his 
constituents and mine. And the Senator knows that. And 
that is the probleml If the Senator says, I don't want my 
children to go to jail, he darn well better think about the 
fact, and the data shows this, I hope the situation has 
changed, but this Legislature has had to come down here, and 
as I said before put perimeters on judges because we thought 
that there were discrepancies, discrimination, disparities 
in the w a y  one person got treated and another person got 
treated. It is absolutely unsensible to me that we could 
have a situation where one child or one young adult gets 
slapped on the wrist by Judge A  but another one gets sent to 
the penitentiary. That is what we're talking about and I 
want to avoid that kind of disparity.

So I hope that the Senator will reconsider his position 
because I want to treat everybody equally and the only w a y  I 
know how to do that, M a d a m  President, is to say that it's a 
violation to use it in your home and n obody is going to lose
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liberty. As I've said before, the result will be that this 
legislation will have a better chance of being upheld in the 
courts than without the amendment.

Amendment //I failed the Senate by a vote of 2-16. Senators 
Fanning and Josephson v o t e d  for passage.

Fanning M a d a m  President, continuing discussion, as vou 
allowed under s p  end readii •. Could we by chance get " an 
explanation fro the Finance Committee, we have five 
different fiscal notes here that there are obviously some 
tremendous discrepancies among them and I think it's 
important for all of us to underst and what the true impacts 
of what we're voting on and what the implications of the 
legislation are because I think some people might vote 
differently if they are convinced that, in fact, the fiscal 
notes are zero, as I un derstand they recommend so. I'd 
appreciate an explanation if we could.

Binkley We did hear the bill in Senate Finance, as was 
m e n t i o n e d  by the Senator from Fairbanks. There were several 
different fiscal notes from different agencies. We did pass 
out a Finance Committee zero fiscal note on the bill. It 
was ba sed primarily on the information provide d by Public 
Safety, w h i c h  of course is the lead agency in beginning any 
cost associated w i t h  this legislation. In their backup from 
the Commissioner, I'll just read part of their backup here. 
It says "alth ough passage of this legislation would 
undoubtedly deter some people from possessing small amounts 
in the heme because it w o u l d  be illegal, the enforcement 
efforts of the A l a s k a  State Troopers probab ly won't change 
much from its present status. That being concentration on 
suppliers and dealers. Passage of this legislation would, 
however, b r i n g  Alaska's m a r i j u a n a  laws in line w i t h  federal 
laws as well  as m a r i j u a n a  laws in other states." As a 
result of that, they felt that there wouldn't be any 
additional expenditures of funds and we felt it was 
appropriate if there w o u l d  not be any, in that case, that we 
pass out a zero fiscal note.

Fanning Just on that same note, I guess that I wo uld ask of 
the same gentleman, I can u n d e r s t a n d  that the troopers wou ld 
suggest that there w o u l d  not be any change in their habits. 
However the legislation, of course, suggest that 4°. of the 
population of A laska is currently involved in this usage 
which w o u l d  be illegal after passage of this bill. So I 
guess maybe they'll be doing arrests after hours or so 
forth. But there are several other agencies involved 
besides just the troopers. I guess the signal we're sending 
and if it's a clear one, that's fine, the troopers feel that 
they will not have to w o r k  any differe ntly and therefore 
there w o u l d  not be any increase in their costs. However, I
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would assume that that w o u l d  not mean from them that there 
would not be any arrests. If there are arrests there 
obviously w o u l d  be, as was suggested by the Office of Public 
Advocacy in the Administration, a fiscal note w h i c h  is 
rather extensive, $164,000. There w o u l d  be a fiscal note in 
the Department of Law relevant to prosecution, $237,000. 
They must have used  some figures to come up with this 
somehow. And then, unless all of those folks are found not 
guilty, some of the judges, I assume, w o u l d  use the penalty 
of incarceration of at least up to 90 days. So I w o u l d  like 
to get a clear reading, if it is a reading, of the Finance 
Committee, of the zero fiscal note that there will, in fact, 
be no fiscal note and no additional folks put in jail, and 
no additional requirement by the Department of Law for 
prosecuting attorneys.

Binkley Of course one of the purposes and hopes by this 
legislation that there will be an effect that people- will, 
because of the penalties associated w i t h  them, will not of 
course bre ak the law. A nd that, of course, is one of the 
desired effects of passing the statute. However, we did 
feel in Finance Committee w i t h i n  the existing agency's 
budgets, as you m e n t ioned  the Public Defender's Agency, the 
Department of Law, the Office of Public Advocacy, that they 
had the resources w ithin the existing budgets to handle any 
additional caseload that may result from the enactment of 
this law.

Josephson I predict that that is simply not going to be the 
case. You're going to have to have experts come in and talk 
about these findings on both sides, probably brought in from 
other places to sit in courtrooms and undergo 
cross-examinations. It's going to be a major case. There 
is no way that a responsible public defender could advise 
someone charged w i t h  a vio'lation of this bill to plead 
guilty or plead no contest. The oblig ation w o u l d  be clear 
to advise your client that there is a likelihood that the 
bill w o u l d  be h e l d  to be uncons t i t u t i o n a l  and we have to 
test it all the way up to the Supreme Court of Alaska, at 
least. So there will be costs to it and I think we n e e d  to 
be realistic about that. Unfortunately, because of the 
rejection of the amendment, the costs w i l l  be m u c h  greater.

Binkley Well again, M a d a m  President, these agencies already 
have Fairly large budgets, they have the m o n e y  and the 
resources available w i t h i n  those agencies to handle any 
additional caseloads that m a y  arise from this.

Kerttula Of course, the Office of Public A d v o c a c y  last year 
asked for substantial supplements.
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CSSB 32 (HESS) passed the Senate by a vote of 17-1 
Fanning v oting in opposition.

Senator Josephson gave notice of reconsideration.

Senator



Senate Floor Debate 
SB 32
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CSSB 32 (HESS) take n up under reconsideration.

Senator Josephson r e q u este d the meas ure be p l ac ed in second 
reading for the p u r p o s e  of an amendment (see attachment).

J osephson First, I want to thank the Chair and the Senate 
for your and it's patience. This amendment was d r af ted at 
my request this m o r n i n g  by Mr. Chenoweth of the legal 
office. I asked h i m  to do two things. First, to provide an 
amendment which m a k e s  a m i s c o n d u c t  involving a contr o l l e d  
substance an o f fe nse in the seventh degree only in the case 
of a first offense. In the colloquy  that we h a d  yesterday 
the Co-Chair of the Finance Committee asked w h a t  about a 
repeated offender. This a mendment takes care of that 
problem. This a m e n d m e n t  says that if you've n e v e r  been 
charged with p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  before and y o u  are in 
your home, and the amount is less than an ounce, then you 
keep out of the c o rrectio ns s y stem and you pay a fine for 
that. So that's the first thing it does.

The second t hin g that is does is it relates to a one 
ounce possession. Y e s t e r d a y  we saw the mason jar with 
parsley and we w e r e  all impressed about what a big m a s o n  jar 
that was. This a m e n d m e n t  says that if you have that mu ch 
m arijuana in your home, there m i g h t  be, there m i g h t  be the 
p ossibility of incarceration. 3ut if you have an ounce or 
less, in the p r i v a c y  of your home as a first offender, you 
will be treated w i t h  a v i o l a t i o n  and you will n o t  go into 
the correction system.

I might say, that w i t h  the permission of the senior 
senator from F a i r b a n k s , she p o i n t e d  out to me t h a t  in the 
position statement, M a d a m  President, of the Alaska Chiefs of 
Police Association, the A laska Peace Officers A s s o c i a t i o n  
and the FBI N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  Associates c o n c e r n i n g  
legislative propo sals before the 15th A l a s k a  State 
Legislature, p u b l i s h e d  in J a n u a r y  1988, a month ago, at page 
three of that report, this is w h a t  the people who dea l w i t h  
this problem say, a n d  some of them are in the gallery. If 
you want to stand at ease and talk to Ann N e w e l l  of the 
Police Department a n d  ask her about this, she'll confirm 
what I'm telling you.

They wrote: " O u r  three o r g ani zations know of n o  police 
department that w o u l d  under take an intensive e n f o r c e m e n t  
effort against p e r s o n s  poss es s i n g  small amounts of marijuana, 
if possession w o u l d  be recriminalized. Frankly, there are 
more urgent needs to be addressed. Therefore, w e  w o u l d  
support a citation, m a i l - i n  b a i l  approach, as is n o w  u s e d  
for most traffic infractions. The A P O A  (Alaska Peace 
Officers Association) is more in ter e s t e d  in c o n s i s t e n c y  of 
our laws, and sending a clear m e s s a g e  about m a r i j u a n a  to our 
youth, rather than a h a r s h  e nforceme nt program."
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I'd like to p o i n t  out that Senator Fanning, Senator 
Fahrenkamp and I, h a v e  actually gone beyond what the Peace 
Officers Association  say we ought to do. They s p e a k  to a 
m a i l - i n  citation program. We say you'll have a court 
appearance and fine you and w e ' l l  treat you as a violator. 
But w e  agree with t h e m  that we should keep these people, who 
are first offenders, out of the correction system. So I 
think our amendment is reasonable, it's balanced, it will 
help the const itutionality of this bill, if the bill is 
p assed and goes to the Governor and is signed. It 
strengthens the program. It sends a message. It cuts the 
cost. It's a good amendment and I hope the S enate will 
adopt it. I move the amendment.

Fischer The o b j e ction centers around, w e  talk a b o u t  mixed 
signals and I don't k n o w  if this body knows but r i g h t  now it 
still is federal l a w  that any amount of marijuana, any 
amount, is subject up to a year imprisonment a n d  $5,000 
fine. The way the b i l l  is w r i t t e n  now, it still gives the 
court discretion. Y o u  m a y  get a situation, I d o n ' t  think 
anyone wants to see a kid in jail. I sure don't. I don't 
think anybody here does. But you may have a situation where 
there are other circumstances, in addition to that 
marijuana, which m a y  be a r eflection that the judge m a y  want 
to give this kid a day or two in jail. Rut I don't 
perceive, and if they're not going to, if the l a w  folks 
aren't going to all .. to try to m a k e  it work, at least the 
m e ssa ge is there, that w e  are somewhat similar, w e ' r e  not 
contrary to federal law.

Oregon has a law, everyone says gee, Oregon is a neat 
place to go, they h a v e  a law n o w  that under an o u n c e  it's 
just $100 fine. T h e y  are n o w  trying in Oregon to get a 
stiffer penalty b y  the Legislature. They see what's 
happening in Oregon. ‘Not only that, in Oregon back i n  1986 
they went to the p e o p l e  for pot legalization and came out 
3-1 against. That w a s  a r e f e r e n d u m  wher e 780,000 people 
said that they don't w a n t  to see it legal. Only 280,000
said they did. I don't think there's much d i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  the folks in O regon and the folks in Alaska.

Joseph son First of all M a d a m  President, we're not talking 
w h e t h e r  or not m a r i j u a n a  should be recriminalized. This 
body v o t e d  yesterday overwh e l m i n g  to do that. That is not 
the issue presented b y  the amendment. Nor is the issue what 
happens if you are o n  a federal enclave. If someone from 
Al a s k a  drives onto E l m e n d o r f  Air Force Base with m a r i j u a n a  
in his or her car, that p e rson ought to k n o w  that there are 
federal rules that apply.

What we're t a l k i n g  about is the privacy of y o u r  own
home, your own dwelling. There's a slogan that tha t place 
is your castle. T h e r e  is a p r i v a c y  amendment w h i c h  the
people of this State a d o pted  and v o t e d  for. T h a t ' s  what
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lead to the Ravin case. The people's vote for the privacy 
amendment. Oregon m a y  not have that clause. Maybe in 
Oregon the people didn't vote for a privacy amendment. I 
was here when this Legislature sub mitted the privacy 
amendment to the people. We forget that it was a referend um 
of the people that gave rise to the amendment that the court 
interpreted. So the issue of what is going on in Oregon is 
immaterial. The issue of the federal situation is 
immaterial. I hope we don't get to the point where we just 
ape the federal government and don't adept to the realities 
of the Alaska situation. I think we should follow the Peace 
Officers recommendation and adopt the amendment.

Fahrenkamp M a d a m  President, the former speaker pretty well 
covered what I was going to say other than in Section 22 
that was passed in 1972 by the r e f e r e n d u m  by w h i c h  he talks 
gave this right to privacy to the State of Alaska. It was 
by the people of Alaska. We're talking about two things 
here. We're talking about m a r i j u a n a  w h i c h  everybody  wants 
to send a message that we don't condone. But we're also 
talking about the privacy of the home w h i c h  the people' of 
this state absolutely said they want. We are different from 
most every state in the union. There are three of us as 
states who have this amendment. If what we w a n t  to do is 
change this amendment, then wh at we should be looking at is 
a change to our Constitution that w i l l  m a k e  this type of 
legislation legal. As it is today, we have a point by point 
rebuttal of every point on this law that says it will not 
meat the constitutional test. We have the R avin case in 
wh i c h  they've taken each point in this leg islation and gone 
through it to say it will not be u p h e l d  in court. We are 
passing legislation that will s trictly go straight to court. 
And we know that as we pass it. So wh at we are doing
really, if we do not pass this amendment, w e ' r e  deverting
enforcement monies that could be u s e d  for serious crimes to 
crimes that are invasion of p r i vacy of the home. That's 
what this amendment is trying to do. I urge it's approval.

A bood I want to be sure I get this straight in m y  own head. 
L e t ' s assume that for a moment  that a h i g h  school k i d  is
caught w i t h  mar ij u a n a  on him. Y o u  k n o w  w e  got it in the
schools. I think the enforcement ought to start there, real 
enforcement. N o w  this bill, w i t h o u t  the amendment, states 
that if this child is arrested, even if it's p l a nted on him, 
you might say, ma ybe he's in trouble w i t h  some of the other 
kids in school, who knows, that that child is going to be 
picked up and he's going to have to go to jail. If he's a 
minor he's going to go into the c o r rectiona l institution for 
doing that. A m  I correct in that assumption? The bill the 
way it is now?
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Josep h s o n  I'll try to do this w i n g i n g  it. First of all, if 
you re talking about a minor, you're talking about the 
juvenile system and that's not the adult system. The 
difference is, as Senator Fischer said y e s t e r d a 3', under SB 
32 w i t h o u t  the amendment that is pending or w h i c h  was 
offered  yesterday, it does not necess a r i l y  follow that the 
offender who is arrested and convicted wil l go to jail or to 
prison. But the po ssib i l i t y  exists and it will be a 
case-by-case judgment for the judge to make that decision. 
I argued yesterday that given the experience w i t h  situations 
w h e r e  we offer judges latitude in what they do, we often 
have found problems w i t h  that. I think we w i l l  find 
problems in the w a y  m a r i j u a n a  offenders are treated. Some 
will get a slap on the wrist and some will serve a lot of 
time. What we're trying to do is avoid giving the judge 
that option. But this amendment only applies if it's less 
than an ounce, in the privac y of the home, and is a first 
offender. We'r e trying now, in this amendment, to keep out 
of the system a r eal ly small class of people. Not your
d e a l e r s , not your repeated offenders who have prior 
v iola tions and not the people who have a lot of substance in 
their possession.

A bood Well  then by using that philosophy, I guess then that 
we could save a lot of m o n e y  if I h a d  gone along, or anyone 
else had gone along, w i t h  Mr. Kibbey's (sp?) suggestion that 
we not give jail term, 72 hours in jail, for the first 
offenders of drunk driving. So I find m y s e l f  caught between 
these things. In one sense and one part of what the Senator 
from downtown A nchorage has brought up, I can agree w i t h  a 
portion  of that. But I can't agree w i t h  the total 
p hilosophy of usi ng first time offenders. I think we're 
talking about the p r i vacy of the home and I'm all for that. 
What we do in our home is our own darn business. But when 
you're taking the first offenders and m a k i n g  it easier on 
them, we can do that w i t h  the drunk driving law, too. And 
none of y o u  w o u l d  put up w i t h  that for five m i n u t e s , as
evidence of the upheaval of the people w h e n  Mr. K i bb ey 
attempted to k n o c k  out the 72 hours in jail for drunk 
driving for first offenders. That's w h o  we're trying to 
stop to begl.n with. Perhaps if our penalties are sharper
->r the first offenders, we may not get to the second 

l ‘fenders. So again, that particular philo s o p h y  bothers me 
so I'm not sure I want to vote on it.

Fahrenkamp M a d a m  President, in response to the former
s p e a k e r , it w o u l d  be very difficult for any drunk driver to 
be driving in the home. We're talking about the home! Now
if we are re ally after drug and alcohol abuse and we are
carrying out the intent of this legislation, then alcohol we 
k n o w  is just as b a d  as marijuana. W h a t  are we going to do,
say ok, if you're having a drink in your home the police
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have a right to arrest you and put you in jail. That's 
comparable w i t h  this, not driving while drunk. None of us 
wants to see drivers drunk on the road. It's too dangerous 
for the h e a l t h  of others.

Fanning W i t h  all due respect, I must point out to my
distin guished colleague that the analogy was not a v e r y  good 
one. What we're talking here about, drunk driving has 
always bee n a violation. It just happens that today small 
quantities of m a r i juana in the p r ivacy of your home are
legal. W i t h out the amendment, this bill w o u l d  make any 
quantity illegal. The amendment w i l l  also make any quantity 
illegal. The difference is that the amendment makes any 
quantity illegal but the pena lty is a v i o l atio n not a
potential for a $1,000 fine or up to 90 days in jail,
depending on the discretion of a judge.

I think the m i x e d  signal that we send, if we don't
adopt the amendment is that some of 20,000 users are going 
to be sent to jail and it's not going to cost anything. Now 
Alaskans k n o w  better than that. We in this Legislatur e know 
better than that. The m i x e d  signal we send if we don't
adopt this amendment is that w e're  passing a law w h i c h  the 
police officers have said they are not going to make a 
concerted effort to enforce. That's a m i x e d  signal. If we
pass this amendment, we send a more clearer signal.

The substance of the Ravin decision as has b e e n  stated 
was that the Legislature, in crimin alizing marijuana, has 
not o f fer ed sufficient evidence that m a r i j u a n a  was harmful 
and therefore it did not just ify denying A la ska citizens the 
right to privacy in their homes. N o w  the L egislature is 
attempting to do this through the bill what it didn't do 
previously.

Do the facts n o w  support the invasion of privacy? Do 
the findings in SB 32 substantiate that m a r i j u a n a  is a 
dangerous substance, so dangerous as to permit the State to 
deny us one of our most significant constitut ional rights? 
I don't think so.

After all, there are two sides to every question. The 
findings the HESS Committee has chosen to include are
obviou sly only those that support the bill's conclusions. 
There are other facts, M a d a m  President, contrary to those 
used to support the bill. They should have been included if 
we were truly examining facts of m a r i j u a n a  and the effects
of it's usage in our society. I think it is interesting to
note that a m e mber  of the other body, as was p o i n t e d  out 
yesterday, requested r e s e a r c h  on this b i l l  last year and 
specifically directed the resear c h e r  to leave out
information contrary to the foregone conclusions. The court 
is going to take note of that.

What about our b asi c right to p r ivac y in our homes, 
M a d a m  President? We agree that to a certain point, the 
State has a compelling interest to enter a person's home, if



: -

Page Six

a crime is being committed, if a m u r d e r  is about to take 
place, or if a child is being abused. None of us w o u l d  
argue that the right to p r i vacy should keep the police out. 
But what we're talking about here is smoking marijuana. 
It's an entirely different activity. Althou gh smoking 
mariju ana may be harmful to individual self, most users inow 
this if it is, just as those who use alcohol and tobacco 
k n o w  the harmful effects of those substances. Some 
m a r i j u a n a  users, of course, dispute the degree of 
harmfulness. And others chose to ignore whether it's 
harmful or not but that doesn't give up the State license, 
in m y  opinion, to viola te the basic constitutional right of 
those Alaskans. I urge the a doption of the amendment.

Kerttu la Point of information. We have a vision of three 
or four storm troopers running up the door and breaking in. 
You know, as a matter of fact, m y  m e m o r y  of the Ravin 
decisi on is it h a d  everything to do w i t h  an automobile"! As 
a m a t t e r  of fact, I believe it was an automobile that was 
a p p r e h e n d e d  in some parked area, that's m y  memory of it, not 
a home. Just for a point of information.

H a l f o r d  I think that is correct. It was a van. As I 
r e c a l l , you can get p r o s e c u t e d  in your home for clrunk
driving, that's what m otor homes are (laughter).

J o s e phson  This amendment w h i c h  takes certain people out of 
the correction system only applies to people who are not in 
a public carrier or in a public place or in a public street 
or sidewalk. So, come on guys, we' re not talking about 
h i ghway use or c a r s . W e  are talking about the home
situation. N o w  it m a y  not be an u n r e a l i s t i c  thing to fear, 
thank God, in this great State, that we have storm troopers 
k n o c k i n g  on doors. W i l l y  nilly. But you m a y  have officers 
calling at your house to serve a subpoena or to p e rform an 
investi gation or to r e s po nd to a domestic argument in the 
home. That is the k i n d  of thing that w i l l  bring people to 
your door. The siting of m a r i j u a n a  under this language 
w i t h o u t  the amendment will lend to exposure to incarceration 
if that is what you want.

Nox* the Chair of the HESS Committee me ntioned Oregon. 
He said they reduced the p e n a l t y  to $1.00. Well, w i t h  this
amendment, w e  will have a p e n alty that is ten times greater
than in Oregon. Ten times greater! A  penalty of $1,000 
plus 90 days in jail. This ame ndment should be adopted.

Fischer There was m e n t i o n  earlier by m y  colleague from 
Fairbanks, to the immediate right. The inference is that 
m a r i j u a n a  is legal. It is not legal in the State of Alaska, 
even up to four ounces. It is still illegal by federal 
statute. So don't play games w i t h  the kids and this is what 
we're doing. It is not legal and we could argue forever
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that it is in the State of A laska but it is not according to 
federal law. I think we do have also a federal law in the 
federal Constitution that if w e ' r e  talking about quantities, 
let's just take Texas, for example, and let's take the other 
extreme. If you're caught in Texas w i t h  over five pounds of 
marijuana, trying to sell it, it's up to life. They don't 
fool in Texas. The other thing is, as far as privacy of the 
home, it doesn't extend to cocaine and it doesn't extend to 
other kinds of drugs. So all we're saying here is let's 
make a clear message to kids, as to everybody, that we're 
not going to tolerate. Give the court some flexibility. A 
judge is not going to give a first time kid rime. He's 
going to give h i m  maybe a $25 fine or $35 fine. But the 
d iscretion has to be there.

Jones M a d a m  President, I hear a big concern here about 
putting kids in jail. You know, I hear the other side of 
it. I keep hearing that judges are too doggone lenient w i t h  
these offenders w i t h  drugs. They go into court and the
first thing you know they're b a c k  out on the street again.
We had an incident in Wrangell. I h e a r d  from the people in 
Wrange ll that they were m a d  as h e c k  chat the magistrate
there let a bunch of people out w h e n  they, the people in
Wrangell, thought should have been in jail. So I hear the 
other side of it, all the time, about, hey, the judges are 
too lenient. I see nothing w r o n g  w i t h  SB 32 the w a y  it 
stands and I haven't heard anything from the police officers 
in m y  communities, in Petersburg, W r a ng ell and Ketchikan, 
saying they have a p r o b l e m  w i t h  SB 32 the w a y  it was p asse d 
yesterday. I'm going to vote against this amendment. 
T h a n k  you.

A m e n d m e n t  // 2 failed the Senate by a vote of 3-15 (with 
Senators Fanning, Fahrenkamp and Jose p h s o n  voting in favor).

J o s e p h s o n  M a d a m  President, y e s t erd ay I v o t e d  for this bill 
in final passage. I'm not going to do that today. I'm not 
g oing to vote for this bill today. I'm going to be p roud 
not to vote for this bill today. I should have v o t e d  no 
y e s t e r d a y  because what the Senate is doing is adopting a 
bill that is likely to be unconstitutional. You  can go home 
and you can be proud of your vote because you're v o ting your 
conscience, just as I'm v o t i n g  mine. But in a few years 
w h e n  that court decision comes down, the public will look at 
this and say we made a mistake. We should have taken a more 
m o d e r a t e  a p p roac h towards this.

The pros, the positive things about this bill that I 
like are that it may reduce the c o nsumption o:: marijuana, 
w h i c h  I'm against, and it m a y  send a message to people w h i c h  
we want to do.

But the negative part about it, the u n r e a l i s m  of the 
fiscal notes, absolutely u n r e a l i s m  about the fiscal notes.
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The nroblems that the Senator from Fairbanks m e n t i o n e d  about 
unconstitutionality, the d i s r eg ard for the privacy 
amendment, w h i c h  the people v o t e d  for, because they have a 
sense of the sanctity of their own home. The 
unreasonablen ess of the penalties that y o u  are imposing in 
this bill as you have it today. Unr easonable penalties. 
A fter all, we 're not talking .about someone on a highway who 
is endanger ing someone else. We're  talking about someone, 
as the junior Senator from Fairbanks said, who is m aki ng a 
private decision about his or her own body in the privacy of 
his or her own home. I think the penalties are poor and I 
think they w eaken the opportunities for a constitutional 
a p p roach to the problem. I cannot vote for this bill in 
this form. I hope that the House improves it, perhaps they 
will, perhaps we will get a bill b a c k  fr om the House that 
will be acceptable and that I can vote for. But I'm voting 
no today.

Fahrenkamp M a d a m  President, I'm ve ry m u c h  against drug 
a b u s e . I taught school. I've seen the results of it. We 
have v e r y  strong laws to protect our kids in school. • We 
have v e r y  strong laws, not enforced, this is going to be 
another one, not enforced. The sponsor of this bill says 
people wo n't put them in jail. H o w  do we k n o w  that? We've 
p a s s e d  too m a n y  bills here that we have seen the results of 
the intent of the Legislature and w hat's happened. If this 
bill wer e speaking to a violation, I could support it. But 
I cannot support a bill that will a l l o w  people that will go 
into the homes, give kids records for life, that we voted 
not to expunged, that will stay w i t h  them for the rest of 
their life. Frankly, I'm v e r y  g r a t e f u l  that my kids are 
raised, that they don't have to be r a i s e d  up in this type of 
a climate where they are 'experimenting, m a k i n g  a mistake 
that w i l l  be w i t h  them for life. E v e n  if they go to the 
military, they can't become a c a p tain or officer. I think 
w e're just not thinking through w h a t  w e ' r e  doing here as we 
v i ola te b y  w r itin g a law or passing a law that w e  k n o w  is in 
v i o l a t i o n  of the constitution, that has b e e n  judged so by 
the Supreme Court. I have here from our legal, from our 
A t t o r n e y  General's office, a bsolute reports. I did not ask 
them to have a favorable report, in m y  opinion. I was 
trying to get the opinion of the courts on w h eth er or not 
this bil l was constitutional. It does not h o l d  up. It 
does not meet the test. I cannot support it.

Fanning Tha nk you M a d a m  President. I'm sure it comes as no 
surprise that primarily because of the unconstitutionality, 
in m y  o p i n i o n  of this legislation, that I again am going to 
vote no on the bill. I w o u l d  like to just b r i e f l y  point out 
that I think other members of this b o d y  must  agree there is 
some que stion about the question of the constitutional ity 
b e cau se there's another piece of
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l egislation that's apparently introduc ed in this body, and 
ir it w e r e  accompanying this, I think it's a good idea. 
That's the one that suggests, by the same sponsor of this 
legislation, that the right of people to the privacy is 
r e c o g n i z e d  and shall not be infringed as stated in the 
Constitution, the Legislature shall implement this section. 
The right of privacy does not e xte nd to the unlawful 
posses s i o n  or use of cocaine, heroin, marijuana, or other 
contro l l e d  substances. That's a consti t u t i o n a l  question that 
could be placed before the people of this State. And then 
like the people in Oregon, the citizens of this State, if 
they w a n t e d  to change the Constitution, w o u l d  have the 
oppor t u n i t y  to do so. That is not contained in this 
legislation, it doesn't accompany this legislation through 
the body. For that reason, and for several other reasons, I 
am going to vote against the legislation.

I am, M a d a m  President, c o n v inced that all members of 
this body, including myself, are seriously concerned with 
the excessive use of drugs, including m a r i juana in this 
state. I think it's appropriate at this time to acknowledge 
my a p p r e c i a t i o n  to the bo dy for p a r t i c i p a t i n g  fully in the 
d iscussion on this very comprehensive issue and for good 
debate on the issue. I k n o w  it's an issue w hi ch many people 
feel strongly about. I think it's h e a l t h y  for us and for 
all Alaskans. I'm appreciative of the body even though I 
think you're making a terrible mistake.

J o s e phson I just want to close by saying one more thing. 
Y o u 've been very patient, the w h o l e  b o d y  has been. But 
something hasn't been said about this issue in the last 
couple of days. If we really w a n t  to curb drug use, we 
b etter realize that we can't do it by a zero fiscal note of 
the bill to p unish  p e o p l e . • We b etter realize that what we 
need is a m a ssive  education program, we need recreation 
programs, w e  n e e d  to fill people's time w i t h  constructive 
socially usef ul programs, we n e e d  jobs, w e  need education. 
We n e e d  to explain to people that w h e n  they smoke marijuana 
or ingest cocaine, they are c o n tr ibuting to dictatorships 
in P a n a m a  and Columbia and countries like that, creating 
instability around the world. That's the k i n d  of program 
that we re ally need. That's the kind of m e ssage we really 
have to give. One thing that disturbs me is that as we talk 
about h o w  we're going to solve the m a r i j u a n a  p r o b l e m  by SB 
32, w e're not really addressing the real causes of boredo m 
and frustration and poor self imagining. Some approach 
through the criminal justice system is certainly part of a 
complement, if it's a good c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  approach, to a 
complement of measures that you can take. But the real 
answer doesn't lie here, the real answer is going to lie in 
our classrooms, in parent training, in h e a l t h  care, in early 
intervention for children in need. That's where the problem 
is going to be solved and not in SB 32.
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CSSB 32 (HESS) p asse d the Senate by a vote of 15-3 wit 
enators Fahrenkamp, Fanning and J o s e phson voting against.
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M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y  o n  
M a r i j u a n a  R e s o l u t i o n

M a r ,  ' 8 5  

1 9 8 3

M a r ,  ' 8 7 . 

D e c . 9 ,  ' 8 6

A k . D e p t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  

D a v i d  G o o d m a n ,  P h . D .

D o n n a  J .  H y m e s ,  R . N .  

M u n i c i p a l  C l e r k



S t u d y / A r t i c l e / P u b l i c a t i o n D a t e A u t h o r

1 5 )  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  S e p t , ' 8 4
N a t i o n a l  C a m p a i g n  A g a i n s t
D r u g  A b u s e

1 6 )  B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  A d v e r s e  A p r ,  ' 8 5
E f f e c t s  o f  M a r i j u a n a ,
o v e r  1 0 0  a r t i c l e s

1 7 )  M a r i j u a n a  & H e a l t h ,  1 9 8 0
8 t h  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  t o
C o n g r e s s

1 8 )  T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  P l e a s u r e  1 9 8 3

1 9 )  M a r i j u a n a  A l e r t  1 9 8 5

2 0 )  M a r i j u a n a  & P u b l i c  H e a l t h  D e c ,  ' 8 2
A n  A n a l y s i s  o f  4  M a j o r

T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e

A l a s k a n e t / D i a l o g  C o m p u t e r  
S e a r c h ,  F i l e =  " M e d l i n e "

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o n  
D r u g  A b u s e

R o b e r t  A .  H a w l e y

P e g g y  M a n n

S i d n e y  C o h e n ,  M . D .  
D r u g  A b u s e  N e w s l e t t e r

2 1 )  V a r i o u s  M a r i j u a n a  A r t i c l e s

2 2 )  M a r i j u a n a :  A  C r u d e  D r u g  
w i t h  a  S p e c t r u m  o f  U n d e r -  
a p p r e c i a t e d  T o x i c i t y

2 3 )  P h a r m A l e r t  -  M a r i j u a n a  
E f f e c t s  o n  S p e r m  a n d  
T e s t o s t e r o n e

2 4 )  L e v e l s  o f  P r o c e s s i n g  a n d  
A c u t e  E f f e c t s  o f  M a r i j u a n a  
o n  M e m o r y

2 5 )  H e a l t h  Q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
M a r i j u a n a

2 6 )  M a r i u a n a  W a r n i n g s :  N e w  
E v i d e n c e  A g a i n s t  t h e  S o f t  
D r u g

1 9 8 0 +

A p r ,  ' 8 4

1 9 8 2

1 9 8 0

1 9 8 3

S e p t ,  ' 8 0

P e g g y  M a n n ,
S a t u r d a y  E v e n i n g  P o s t  & 
R e a d e r s  D i g e s t

R i c h a r d  H .  S c h w a r t z

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y l a n d  
S c h o o l  o f  P h a r m a c y

S u s a n  M .  B e l l m o r e  
L o r r e n  L .  M i l l e r

U . S .  H o u s e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  
N a r c o t i c s  A b u s e  a n d  C o n t r o l

M i l a n  K o r c o k
C a n a d i a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

2 7 )  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  C o p i e s  o f  V a r i o u s  D r u g  A b u s e  N e w s l e t t e r s  a n d  p h a m p l e t s .




