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STEVE C O W P E R

S t a t e  o r  A  l a  s  i c  a

OFFICE OF THE GOVE l« NOR

J u n e a u

F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 8 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 8 ,  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n ­
s t i t u t i o n ,  I  a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  s t a t e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l .  T h e  D e ­
p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  ( d e p a r t m e n t )  a l r e a d y  o p e r a t e s  s u c h  a  
s c h o o l  o n  J a p o n s k i  I s l a n d  i n  S i t k a  —  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  
S c h o o l .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l i z e  c e r t a i n  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  u n d e r  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a n d  c l a r i f y  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  i t s  e m p l o y e e s .  A  
s e c t i o n - b y - s e c t i o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  b i l l  f o l l o w s .

S e c t i o n  1  o f  t h e  b i l l  c r e a t e s  n e w  A S  1 4 . 1 6 ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s :

P r o p o s e d  A S  1 4 . 1 6 . 0 1 0  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a n d  o p e r a t e  a  s t a t e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l ,  t o  b e  k n o w n  a s  M t .  
E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  t o  o f f e r  a  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  c u r ­
r i c u l u m  a n d  p r o v i d e  d o m i c i l i a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  i t s  s t u d e n t s .

P r o p o s e d  A S  1 4 . 1 6 . 0 2 0  r e q u i r e s  t h e  b o a r d ,  i n  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  
s c h o o l ,  t o  a d o p t  a  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y  a  c h i e f  
s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  a p p r o v e  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  n e c e s s a r y  
p e r s o n n e l ,  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s a l a r i e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f  i t s  t e a c h ­
e r s  ( e x c l u d i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ) ,  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  d i r e c t  d i s b u r s e m e n t s ,  p r o v i d e  c u s t o d i a l  s e r ­
v i c e s  a n d  r o u t i n e  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  e s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  p l a c e m e n t  
s c r e e n i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  n e w l y  a d m i t t e d  s t u d e n t s ,  e s t a b l i s h  
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  s t a f f  e v a l u a t i o n ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  s t a f f  t r a i n i n g .

P r o p o s e d  A S  1 4 . 1 6 . 0 3 0  r e q u i r e s  t h e  b o a r d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a d ­
m i s s i o n s  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  b y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  a n d  p e r m i t s  
t h e  s c h o o l  t o  a d m i t  s t u d e n t s  m e e t i n g  t h o s e  c r i t e r i a .

P r o p o s e d  A S  1 4 . 1 6 . 0 4 0  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  
a s  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e .



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f P a g e  2

Proposed AS 14.16.050 makes certain other provisions of 
AS 14 applicable to the state boarding school as if it were 
a school district. Especially noteworthy are the provisions 
making the statutes in AS 14.20, pertaining to employment, 
tenure, salaries, and collective bargaining for teachers, 
applicable to the state boarding school as if it were a 
school district. Note, however, that AS 14.20.550 —  
14.20.610, regarding collective bargaining, would allow the 
board to delegate its bargaining responsibilities.

Proposed AS 14.16.060 provides that the employees of the 
state boarding school are state employees.

Proposed AS 14.16.070 provides that the Public Employment 
Relations Act (AS 23.40.070 —  23.40.260) applies to the
employees of the state boarding school who are not subject 
to AS 14.20, i.e., those employees who are not teachers or 
administrators. It should also be noted that the certif­
icated teachers in the Mt. Edgecumbe School are already in 
the exempt service under 39.25.110(7).

Proposed AS 14.16.080 provides for the applicability of cer­
tain financial provisions in other statutes.

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 14.17.010(a) to reflect that 
money appropriated to the public school foundation account 
may be distributed to the state boarding school.

Section 3 of the bill creates a new AS 14.17.024. Sub­
section (a) of the proposed section provides for funding 
from the public school foundation account, in an amount that 
is generally equivalent to the amount that would be generat­
ed by a single funding community school district, for in­
structional services provided by the state boarding school. 
Subsection (b) of this proposed new section provides that, 
in addition, the governor shall request appropriation of 
program receipts and federal aid received on behalf of the 
school, as well as amounts necessary for domiciliary ser­
vices, student transportation, and maintenance and operation 
of the school's physical plant.

Section 4 of the bill amends AS 14.30.010(b) (10) to provide 
an exception to the state's compulsory education statute, 
which would otherwise require students to attend school in 
the district in which -'hey reside, for students attending 
the state boarding school.



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f P a g e  3

S e c t i o n  5  o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d s  A S  3 6 . 3 0 . 8 5 0 ( b )  b y  a d d i n g  a  
p a r a g r a p h  ( 1 4 )  t o  e x e m p t  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  f r o m  a p ­
p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  P r o c u r e m e n t  C o d e  ( A S  3 6 . 3 0 )  i f  t h e  
b o a r d  o r  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a d o p t s  p r o c u r e ­
m e n t  a n d  c o n t r a c t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  u s e  b y  t h e  s c h o o l .

S e c t i o n  6  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  a  t r a n s i t i o n  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  
t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  p e n d i n g  l i t i g a t i o n ,  h e a r i n g s ,  i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  a n d  c o n t r a c t u a l  a n d  o t h e r  l e ­
g a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .

S e c t i o n s  7  a n d  8 o f  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e  t h a t  s e c .  3  ( f u n d i n g  
f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l )  w i l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  J u l y  1 ,  
1 9 8 8 ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  
i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

T h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n
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B u d g e t  C o m o o n e r . e n t  F Y 3 9  G o v  B u d g e t  P r o p o s e d  u n d e r  B i l l

M t .  E d g e c u m b e

M a i  a t  & C p 0 0

I n s t r u c t i o n a l 1 3 2 2 . 2  GF 0  GF
6 3 . 0  O t h 6 3 . 0  O t h

S u b t o t a l  I n s t r u c t i o n a l 1 3 8 5 . 2 6 3 . 0

R e s i d e n t i a l 1 5 1 0 . 0  GF 1 5 6 5 . 3  GF <* >

P r i v a t e  S  F e d e r a l  G r a n t s 2 8 . 5  O t h 2 8 . 5  O t h

S U 3 - T O T A L £ 2 9 2 3 . 7 S 1 6 5 6 . 8

1 2  S u p p o r t

r o u n d a t i o n 4 1 1 , 9 1 3 . 0 GF 4 1 3 , 1 7 9 . 9 GF  < 2 )

2 1 , 2 4 6 . L P L 3 7 4 2 1 , 2 4 6 . 1 P L 3 7 4
8 , 8 3 0 . 9 P S F 8 , 8 3 0 . 9 P S F

S u b t o t a l  F o u n d a t i o n $ 4 4 1 , 9 9 0 . 0 S 4 4 3 , 2 5 6 . 9

0 7 A L £ 4 4 4 , 9 1 3 . 7 $ 4 4 4 , 9 1 3 . 7

F o o t n o t e s :

1 )  I n c r e a s e  o f  S 5 5 . 3  f o r  o n e  r o u n d  t r i p  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  
s t u d e n t ' s  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  ( p a g e  6 ,  l i n e  2 2 - 2 4 ) .

2 )  I n c r e a s e  b y  5 1 2 6 6 . 9  f o r  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  a l l o c a t i o n  u n d e r  p r o p o s e d  f o r m u l a  a s  
f o l l o w s :  S t a t e  A i d  ( 2 0 . 3 3  U n i t s  x  $ 6 0 . 0 )  S 1 2 1 9 . 3

1 0 °i P L 8 7 4  R e v e n u e s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  

s t u d e n t s  ( b u d g e t e d  r e v e n u e  f o r  f o u n d a t i o n  

p r o g r a m ,  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  P L 8 7 4  $ 2 1 , 2 4 6 . 1 )  4 7 . 1

T o t a l  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  a i d  u n d e r  F o r m u l a  $ 1 2 6 6 . 9

P a g e  2  o f  2




