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HOUSE BILL. NO. 50£

For an Act Entitled: "An Act relating to review panels for children
in foster care; and amending the Child in Need
of Aid Rules."

This b ill proposes the creation of a three member panel (in each of the

four judicial districts) to review the placement plan and actual place-
ment of all children in need of aid under AS 47.1C.080(c)(1) or (c) (3).

This b ill duplicates the review panels required under Public Lav; 96-272,
the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980. This federal lav;
protects children from entering the foster care system until reasonable
efforts have been made to maintain them in their o.n homes or, if placed
outside the heme, that efforts are made to return them to their fam ilies
or other permanent placement as soon as possible.

Public Law 96-272 requires that the Division of Family and Youth Services
conduct panel reviews on all children in out-of home-placenont every six
months. In addition to the Division social worker responsible for the
case, the following persons are provided notice of the review in order
that they may participate: (1) the child's natural parents; (2) the
child's foster parents; (3) the child's guardian ad litem ; and (4) the
tribal representative, if the child is Native and the tribe has
requested notice or has formally entered the case through the legal
system .

The time frames in which the six month reviews must be held under P.L.
96-272 are rigid and are calculated frcm the date the child is placed
out-of-home rather than from the date of entry of an order as specified
in this bill, Therefore, in order for the Department to maintain
compliance with both P.L. 96-272 and State law (should HB 508 pass)
duplicate reviews would be necessary on a number of children within any
six month time frame. Since federal funds which support State child
welfare services are available through participation in the federal
program, the Division would maintain compliance with P.L. 96-272, as
well as comply with provisions of HB 508.
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Department Position

The department opposes HB 508 because it duplicates current placement
review effort'-. The department believes that current placement reviews
conducted und*r P.L. 96-272 are sufficient to assure judicious use of
out-of-hare placements and that additional reviews are unnecessary at
this time.

RECOMMENDED:
Yvonne M. Chase, Director
Division of Family
and Youth Services
DATE:
APPROVED:
Myra W. Munson, Corrmissioner
Department of Health
and Social Services
DATE:



1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE : Fob. 15, 1985

FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:
Revision Date: ~ 9/1 5/88 . Agency Affected: Hr-=1Q- m 6r-ri-] 6r>w:ME
Title: Pevew Panels for Children Bru ;ySomaI Serv?ces :
In_Foster Care ,
Sponsor: Collins and PHITTPS mmponpntc-Southcentral Region, Northern
Requestor. .Region. Southeastern Region

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL serviCES g64 3 &M? APL 4 611 1 6315
TRAVEL IP. o 1.7 1P .4 n ? 21 .0
CONTRACTUAL /ip.5 61 .5 3% 55.7 57.9
SUPPLIES h fi P [ 2 7.5 7.8
EQUIPMENT 2N

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 550.4 549.6 571.6 594.5 618.2

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 550.4 54976 571.6 594.5 618.2
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 550, ft. 571.6 594.5  "518.2

POSITIONS:

FULL-TME 11 11 11 11 11
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See attached

Prepared by:  ywnfffip rpe/rnr Phone  465-3170
Division :~_ Family and Youth Services Date:. 4/26/88

Approved by Commissioner:  yitC jfal. HLCATrCACyn Date:
Agemoy: ’
Distribution (bz,preparer):

Legislative Finance

Legislative Sponsor

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget |
Impacted Agency(ies) page of



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No. n

V. ANALYSIS
IF. As,sumprnons :
This fiscal note assumes full funding of the Governor's FY 89 budget
for the Division of Family and Youth™ Services and GICCY
recommendation #1.

The Division estimates that there will be a minimum of 841 children in
foster care in FY 39. The additional review requirements will result
in the following additional professional and support staff time per
case to arra,nqe for the Par_ents and child's ava||ab|I|_tg, organize and
write materials and court time. The estimated 841 children will need
an average of two additional hearl_n(rjs, each of which are anticipated
to take a minimum_of 1 day of social worker time. 841 x 2 hearings x
1.5 hours = 12,615 hours.” 12,615 hours divided by 1350 working hours
in a year translates to 9 additional line social Wworkers. S_uPport
clerical staff will be needed to complete the hearing materials.

Because of the implied augmentation of the level and the quality of
services as a result of réview board expectations regarding  placement
decisions, there would be a need for significant jncreases in
resources.. .The exact need cannot be quantified, hov/ever increased
responsibilities attendant to this bill would necessitate even lower
caseloadks than the National Child Welfare League standard of 25 cases
per worker.

B, Program Summary , L .
The new”positions fequired by this legislation will be as follows:
- Social Worker |11 Anchorai%e 1 =Social _Worker 111 Ketchikan
S

3 - Social Worker !l Fairban 1 - Clerk Typist IlI An_chora(k;e
1 - Social Worker Il Juneau 1 - Clerk Typist IIl1  Fairbanks
C. Computations _
Personal Services - 9SocialWorker [1]'s 398.1
2 Clerk Typist [11's 56.2
Travel 18.0
Contractual* 49.5
EUpp“est first | 2%8
ipment - firstyear on
R year oy 554

D. Economic Impact
There will be no impact on the State economy.

E. Impact on Local Government
There will be no impact on local governments.

* In successive years, space will be budgeted by
Department of Administration. _ _ _
**Successive years calculated at 4% increase for inflation.





