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REPRESENTATIVE
ADELHEID HERRMANN CO-CHAIRMAN
RESOURCES COMMITTEE
P.O. BOX 03
NAKNEK. ALASKA 09633
10071 240-4496 MEMBER
COMMUNITY & REGIONAL
Whiia in 1 AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Ha mmJunaau . .
Jiouse of IRepreskntatiuksS
JUNEAU. ALASKA 9901 1
(907) 465-4942. 405-4943
MEMORANDUM
DISTRICT 20
ADAK TO: Representative Nii”~o Koponen, Chairman
AKUTAN 1
NPT House HESS Committc
ATKA
ELKOFSKI - -
CLARK'S POINT FROM: representative Adelheid Herrmann
COLO BAY

DATE: March 29, 1988
SUBJ: Overview of HB 489

House Bill 489 would amend three sections of the
school foundation formula. It would add a small
schools section to the formula for single site
districts, change the formula for bilingual education
instruction units and change the hold harmless
provisions.

Section 1: ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY INSTRUCTION
This amendment would give additional instructional
units to small single site districts.

As the law reads now, the more sites a district has
the more money they generate. While this may seem
equitable many single site districts, particularly the
ones with a comparatively low number of students are
faced with high fixed costs and educational
requirements that are not factored into the formula.
The more sites a district has, the lower the ratio of
fixed costs to total budget.

Section 2: BILINGUAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTION UNITS.
This amendment would lower the weighted Average Daily
Membership (ADM) requirement to receive a second unit
for bilingual education.

As the law reads now, every district receives a
minimum of one instructional unit if they have a
bilingual program for one or more students.

This bill would add the following language: if the
weighted average daily membership is 13 or greater,
then a minimum of 2.0 units 1is allowed.

The result of this change would be to lower the cutoff
point to receive a second instructional unit. Under



HB 489
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current provisions, a school district must have a
weighted ADM of 24 before they could receive 2.0
instructional units for bilingual education. HB 489
would lower the weighted average to 13.

The way the formula is written now, a school could
have 2 or 200 students in bilingual education and
could conceivably receive one instructional unit, or
$60,000. IfT the students are spread out in a district
over several locations, it further compounds the
financial burden to the school district.

School districts with very low bilingual populations
and very high bilingual populations would not be
affected by this amendment. However, medium size
districts with bilingual populations resulting 1in a
weighted average from 13 to 45 (this could translate
to 13 to 250 students) T,ould receive additional
funding.

Section 24. TRANSITION.

This amendment would keep the hold harmless provision
at 90% for the three year transition period in 1988,
1989 and 1990. As the law reads now, the hold
harmless amount would be 90% in 1988, reduced to 80%
in 1989 and reduced again to 70% 1in 1990.

The result of this change would be that no school
district would receive less than 90% of their FY 87
funding for the three year transition period, unless
there was a reduction in enrollment. With the drastic
reductions that all schools have made over the last
two years this would help to stabilize their funding
and restore confidence future funding levels. Keeping
the hold harmless at 90% would insure that no school
would take another cut beyond what they have already
taken in the last 2 years, with the exception of
declining enrollments.

These changes to the foundation formula could go a
long way in reducing some of the inequities in funding
currently being felt by the school districts,
particularly in rural areas. In addition, they would
help to stabilize school funding for the next three
years, reduce the uncertainty of future budgets and
restore confidence in the funding process.
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DISTRICT 20 SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
AOAK
NP HB 489 An Act Relating to State Aid for Education
ATKA

0FS -

giI;\KRKF‘SKPIO\NT Section 1
COLD BAY
DILLINGHAM
%g&i”A”OR ,14.17.041 ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
EKUK Adds a new subsection (e)
EKW O K
FALSE PASS
N Provides for an additional single site
Kine cove formula to be added to the entitlement
KOKHANOK provided under 14.17.041 (a)-. This would
ouieanes allow small single site school districts
NN OO TAK to receive up to 2 additional units based
VIELSOM LAGOON the size of the school population.
NEWHALEN
NEW STUYAHOK
Lol on A single site district with up to 120
PEDROEAL students would receive 2 additional units.
PORT ALSV/ORTH A district with 121 to 160 students would
ORI e RN receive 1.75 additional units., A district
PO A CREEK with 161 to 250 students would receive
SOUTH NAKNEK 1.50 additional units. A district with
iF droroe over 251 students would receive 1
o1 o .
et additional unit.
TWIN HILLS
UGASHIK - - - -
UNALASKA The number of additional units is

inversely proportional to the number of
students in the school district.

Section 2 BILINGUAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTION UNITS
Adds language

This section would lower the weighted
average requirement in order to receive

a second bilingual unit. Currently,

every district with a bilingual progranm
receives one unit. A second unit is
provided when the weighted average in a
district reaches 24. This amendment would
lower the requirement to a weighted
average of 13.
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Section

3

Analysis

TRANSITION
Amends Hold Harmless provisions

Provides that the hold harmless payment to
school districts will be calculated at 90%
of the total (state and federal) FY 87
funding level.

Current lai-r uses the amount of state aid

received in FY 88 as the base for future

hold harmless payments. It also requires
the payment to be reduced to 80% 1in FY 89
and 70% in FY 90.
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STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION:
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:
REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE
Revision Date: Agency Affected: Education
Titlez . . state aid £or education. . RRTT- K-12 Supuort
Sponsor: Herrmann _ COHpOﬂHﬂS:

Requestor: Spnnsai

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY o1 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS _ 6.590,7 fi.596.7 6,0yb.i b,09b./ 0,0%0./

MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 6,596.7 6,596.7 6,596.7 6,596.7 6,596.7

CAPffAL

REVENUE
FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS :  (Attach aseparate page if necessary)
Assumes bill has a July 1, 1988 effective date.
Cost: Section 1 $2,727.0 (see column 6, attached)
Section 2 .$ 632.4 (see column 9, attached)
Section 3 y/f$3,237r3/ (s*d* column 10, attached)

rLeonr b,o9b. / 6,596.7 6,596.7

Prepared by: Phone;  #65-2800
Division : Date;  3-11-88
Approved by Commissio Date:  3-11-88

Agency. ~ Denartme  of Education

Distribution (by preparer#:
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Inpacted Agency(ies) page.  of



1 2 3 5
1 ALASKA PUSLIC SCHOCL FOUNOATION FUNOING PROGRAM
2 FY89 LEGISLATIVE PROJEC'.JN
3 AS 14.17 AVENCED PER HB 489 PROPCBALS

4 PREPAREO 2/24/88 PER HB 489 ADJ.

6 AREA FY 89 SINGLE SINGLE
CHOQL acst UNIT FUNDING FUNOING
8DISTRICT OIFF. VALLE COIN. UNITS COItl. UNITS
11 AOXK 1.27 160,000 ’

12 ALASKA GATBWAY 1.19 160,000

13 ALEUTIAN REGION . 160,000

14 ANCHCRAGE 1m 160,000

15 AWETTE ISLAND 1.03 160,000 .

16 BERING STRAIT 139 160,000

17 BRISTOL BAY 127 160,000

18 CHATHAt 1.03 160,000

19 CHUIGAH 114 160,000

20 COPPER RIVER . 160,000

21 CCROOVA jjj. 160,000

22 CRAIG 1.03 160,000 . 155
23 DELTA GREELY 116 160,000 116
24 OILLINGtWI 1.27 160,000

25 FAIRBANKS 1.04 160,000 om
26 GALENA 1.30 160,000

27 HAINES 1.05 160,000 0-® Oﬁ)
28 HOONAH 1.08 160,000 1.62
29 HYDABLRS 1.03 160,000 2.06
30 IDITAROCO . 160,000

31 JUNEAU 1@ 160,000 im
32 KAXE 1.03 160,000 1.50

33 KASHUNAMUT 160,000

34 KENAI 160,000

35 KETCHIKAN 160,000

36 KING COME 127 160,000

37 KLAUOCX 1.03 160,000

38 KOOIAK 1.09 160,000

39 KUSPLK 133 160,000

40 LAKE4 PENINSULA 131 160,000

41 LO4ER KUSXCKUM 142 160,000

42 LOUER YLKON 160,000

43 NAT-SU 160,000

44 NENAM 160,000 . 1.80
45 NOME 134 160,000

46 NORTH SLOPE 145 160,000

47 NORTHWEST ARCTIC 145 160,000

48 PELICAN . 160,000

49 PETERSBURG 1@ 160,000

50 PRIBILOf 1.30 160,000

51 RAILSELT 123 160,000

52 SAND POINT . 160,000 .

53 SITKA 1@ 160,000 1@

54 SKAGUAY 1.05 160,000

55 SOUTKAST ISLVC 1.04 160,000

56 SOUTHWEST REGION 131 160,000

57 ST. MARY'S 1.30 160,000 2.60
58 TANANA 1.30 >60,000

59 UNALASKA 160,000 .

60 VALDEZ 160,000 @

61 VWRANGHL 160,000

62 YAKUTAT 1.03  >60,000

63 YUKCN FLATS 146 160,000

64 YUKONHKOYLKLK 134 160,000

65 YUPIIT 141 160,000

%TOTALS 395 45.45

PER HB 489

COQUWN 5
TIMES
COLUffl 3

>76,2

1618

to
166,600
193,000
169,600

176,2%
1136,8%

197,200

1123,6%

160,000

A1)

0
>60,000
1133,200
193,000
0

kel

0
1108,000
180,400
0

0
1129,600

160,0(@

0
1133,200
160,000

1110,40b

O
1156,000
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1133,200
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1113,4%

0

to

12.727,000

00

3.67

D 0
166,6(:) %

SO
>266,698
0
1214,729

88888888
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58 EB R 8 88888

0
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160,6 Ee}
(R
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U
1196,719
D
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| I
to 0
y |
% 11,380,465
% 0
to ﬁ
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178,000 to
B Eel
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ﬁ >269,314
. 0
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mw "

10.54 1632,400 13,237.284

0] u
ADJ. FES H8 489  ESTIMATED
ITONAL  ADDITIONAL  GOQUWN 8 FY89 INCREASE PER
/BIC BIL/8IC TIMES HAD DISTRICT OE
UNILTS UNITS QOUW 3 HARMESS TO HB 439
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0
1214,729
el
O
0
166,6C0
193,000
169.600

1707,70b

1136.800
0
197,200
1123,600
1157,883
191,800
193,000
1130.600

1

1133,200
1289,719

0
1196,506

)
D

1108,00
180,4C0
11.380,465
O

1 600
axc

D
1

1110.400
to
0
1234.200
1156.200
1133,200

i)
1113.400
151.:00

169.000
13

Sb.SH.tw



Dillingham, Alaska

99576
Representative Adelheid Herrmann
?.G. Box V
Juneau. Alaska £n0,l1l February LOAS

Dear Representative Herrmann:

Dilxincnam City School D istrict faces a serious financial crisis
which is far 1::yond that being experienced by most districts. Thev nnv not
be making their true plight well enough known to you.

glillir..:;ia.;i has received the largest proportionate reduction 11 sc ice

revenues ifnier cae new running rmmula. Ihe school’s programs are reduced
far beyond thv.se cf surrounding districts and serious further redue: ions ;re
-anticipated. To complicate m .lready serious atoolcm. Dillingham falls

under t.u noia harmless provision of the funding formula and can expect,
emother large reduction for FY Ad in state revenues of 5600.000.

wr..-pored .hanges to the funding formula by HB 489 will corrocr some
>f these -efioieaceies. They are minor In relationship to the <'eerall
funding foi:nul.i but needed by smaller rural districts to prevent finane i ii
and program collapse. Additional dollars may be needed by some districts
that. £> *eyorif those proposals. We actively request your help :n this
m atter. i illinghar.; children ieservo nothing Less than that received mv

other districts in this -state.

thank: for your support.



Dillingham Charber of Comrerce

P.O. Box 348
Dillingham, Alaska
99576

DILLINGHAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

REQUESTING THAT FOUNDATION FUNDS NOT BE REDUCED TO INDIVIDUAL
SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN FT 39

NCW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Dillingham Chamber of Cannerce requests that
the FY"89 state operating budget for foundation support monies to school
districts not be affected by such a decrease; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no school district receive fewer dollars in FY"89 than
received in FY"88 except for declines in ehmi/latent.

DATE



Sand Point City School District

C John A. Davis @OX"GQ
Superintendent Sand Point, Alaska 99661 (907)383-2393

RESOLUTION 88-08
Adequate Single Site Funding

Whereas, The State of Alaska has determined education 1isS an
important service provided our citizens and,

Whereas, the State Department of Education has established
minimum graduation requirements and,

Whereas, many school districts serve only one community
ein a single site and,

Whereas, single site school districts are providing more
efficient use of resources over smaller multiple site
:.and,

Whereas, the current funding formula does not adequately provide
for the basic needs of a comprehensive school progranm.

Therefore be it resolved that the Sand Point Board of Education
urges that an adequate solution be supported to help
fund single school sites.

President, Sand Point Board of Education Date
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ceniii auu awaro-winning icat.ii-
ers, or evaluate field trips they
goon. Mehrtens said.

Cherry, who also taught jour-
nalism at Togiak and is president
of the Alaska Journalism Educa-
tion Association, said it took a
year to develop and build a repu-
tation at the High Times so the
best students would want to take
the class.

"l was just getting there." she
said. "l regret not doing it this
year.” yet. “it was so much work
I'm glad to be out of it.”

Journalism is “one of the best

learning tools, as far as practical
application, we have in the
school.” she said. She recalled
how her journalism students
would perk up in English class.
They wanted to leam what was
being taught because they knew
their name would be over some
article they had written in the
newspaﬁer. But Cherry said jour-
nalism has never been a priority
at Dillingham High School or any
other high school in Alaska.
\ "I told the kids I’m not play-
ing around here. I'm preparing
you for a part-time job when you
go to college, if you want it."
Cherry said. And sometimes stu-
dents wem to work during the
summer or after school at the
local newspaper.



STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF EDIT'ATION COLDBELT PLACE
301 WEST 10th STREET
POUCHF
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER JUHEAU. ALASKA 90311

March 18, 1988

The Honorable Adelheid Herrmann
Alaska State Legislature

P.0. Box Y

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Herrmann:

This letter 1is in response to your request for information on HB 489, Section
14.17.047, as it relates to Bilingual-Bicultural Education. HB 489 will
provide a minimum of two instructional units to rural and city school
districts that have at least 13 students in average daily membership 1in
bilingual-bicultural programs.

Currer :ly. districts receive a minimum of one 1instruction unit. Approximately
ten (10) school districts would receive additional funding under the revision
to the bilingual education formula contained in HB 489. My understanding 1is
that the primary reasons for the proposed change are due to:

a) Bilingual students spread over multiple school sites. Currently,
districts receive the same amount of funding for bilingual education
regardless of the number of school sites in which a program must be
provided. Example: Alaska Gateway has 120 students spread over seven
villages, yet it generates the identical number of instructional units
(one unit) as districts that have only one school site and as few as two
(2) bilingual students.

b) Multiple languages and cultures within one school district. Currently,
districts receive the same amount of funding for bilingual education
regardless of the numbers of language groups for which a program must be

provided. Example: Ketchikan, Sitka, and Juneau have relatively small
bilingual student populations, but must provide instructional services to
as many as five different language groups. Multiple languages require

additional costs for appropriate instructional materials, assessment
instruments, and appropriately bilingual instructional staff.

Please do not hesitate to call me at 465-2800, or Laurel Tatsuda, Program
Manager for Bilingual Education, at 465-2970 for further information.

Attachments



AAC 34.050 Identification and

Assessment of Language Dominance

Category Definition

A Speaks a language other than
English exclusively

B Speaks mostly a language other
than English, but also speaks
some English

C Speaks English and another
language with equal ease

D Speaks mostly English, but also
speaks a language other than
English

E Speaks English exclusively but

whose manner of speaking
reflects the grammatical structure
of another language

F Speaks English exclusively but
does not fit category E



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

TO: Marshall L. Lind, Commissioner date: March 25, 1987
Department of Education
FILE NO.

thru- Richard Luther, Director TELEPHONE NO.: 465-2970

Educational Program Support
SUBJECT: SB 119/HB 126

from Laurel Tatsuda, Program Manager
Bilingual-Bicultural and G/T Education

The B/B Regulations Task Force has the following recommendations regarding
state aid for Bilingual-Bicultural Education:

a. SB 119/HB 126: Amend Sec. 9 AS 14.17.047 BILINGUAL EDUCATION
INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS as follows:

Any funding community 1in which a bilingual program, approved
by the Department, is operated receives a minimum of 0.10
instructional units for bilingual education, and each
district in which such a program 1is operated receives a
minimum of 1.00 such unit when the weighted ADM is less than
13 and a minimum of 2.00 such units when the weighted AOM is
13 or higher.

b. INTENT LANGUAGE:

Sec. 9 AS 14.17 BILINGUAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS
shall be re-evaluated by the Department of Education for
revision based on weighted program costs consistent with
proposed revisions to bilingual education regulations.

We believe that these recommendations will alleviate the concerns of
districts that were facing substantial reductions in B/B funding
under the original SB 119/HB 126 proposal. Approximately 13
districts would gain 1.00 instructional wunit or a fraction of 1.00
instructional unit under this change. This proposal will not affect
districts that already generate through ADM more that 2.00
Instructional units or districts, with very few B/B students
(weighted ADM under 13); 1in need of only 1.00 instructional wunit.
Attached 1is a listing of districts and the estimated gain under this
recommendation.

Attachment
cc: Larry Huxel
Nat Cols

Bill Mulnix
Task Force Members

7403S
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AOAK

ALASKA GATEUAY
ALEUTIAN REGION
ANCHORAGE
WACTTE ISLAND
SERINS STRAIT
BRISTOL SAY
CHATHAT
CHUGACH
COPPER RIVER
CORDOVA

CRAIG

OG.TA GREELY
OILLINSKA(fl
FAIRBANKS
GALENA

HAIKS

HOOKAH
HYDABIR6
IOITARCO
JUCAU

KAKE
KASHIW1IUT
KOMI
KETCHIKAN

KINS COVE
KLAMXX

KODIAK

KUSPIK

LAKE 4 PENINSULA
LOWER KUSKCKUIfI
LOMER YLKOM
NAT-SU

NOft

NCRTH SLOPE
NORTHIJEST ARCTIC
PELICAN
PETERSBURG
PRISILCF
RAILBELT

SAND POINT

SITKA

SKASUAY
SON>EAST ISLAND
SOOTHCST REGION
ST. HARY'S
TANA*

UNALASKA

VALDEZ

tFANGELL

YAKUTAT

YIKON FIATS
WCON-KOWCLK
Y1FNT

TOTALS

$1,727,609
$4,549,033
*1,376,400
$126,445,507
$966,670
$11,467,570
$1,501,659
$2,104,870
$1,217,179
$4,347,287
$2,478,354
$1,250,990
$4,323,022
*2,546,495
U7.243.57S
$941,902
$1,910,997
$1,400,390
*995,376
$4,183,432
$15,437,396
$911,565
$1,525,566
$28,517,809
$9,067,468
$964,077
$771,018
$11,778,812
$4,052,751
$4,318,192
$25,705,829
$10,037,739
$29,552,448
$1,686,738
$4,671,572
17,768,020
$11,386,836
$588,773
$2,745,531
$1,500,496
$3,118,721
$1,195,610
$6,268,104
$872,403
$4,126,245
$4,579,440
$1,420,076
$906,802
$1,003,183
$2,463,126
$2,380,093
$920,960

$5,296,020
$5,955,076

SUXJ.950.097

$1,727,609
$4,522,433
$1,876,800
$126,445,507
$966,670
$11,467,570
*1,501,659
$2,108,870
$1,217,179
$4,347,287
$2,478,354
$1,250,990
$4,323,022
$2,510,695
U7.243.578
$941,902
$1,910,997
$1,400,390
$995,376
$4,183,432
$15,805,596
$911,565
$1,464.9W
$28,517,809
$9,007,868
$968,077
$771,018
$11,778,812
$4,052,751
$4,239,592
$25,705,829
$10,037,739
$29,552,448
$1,686,738
$4,671,572
$7,768,020
$11,386,836
$588,773
$2,743,531
$1,500,496
$3,118,721
$1,195,610
$6,206,104
$872,403

U, 126,245
$4,579,440
$1,342,076
$906,802
>1,003,183
$2,463,126
$2,380,093
$920,960
$5,243,820

$5,886,076
11 rm Ml

$440,357,097

iin Au/vA.

$60,000

$78,0%

to

to

Fﬁ)
$52,200

$69,000.
«.)

$633,000
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ALASKA GATEWAY SCHOOL DISTRICT

v 7

Ink. \In\kn 1710 Uo7 .

March 6, 1987

Ms. Laurel Tatsuda
State of Alaska
Dept, of Ed.

Box F

Juneau, AK. 99811

Dear Laurel:

The purpose of this letter is to let you know how SB119
affects the B/B, and Special Education Programs in Alaska
Gateway School District and to propose some changes 1in those
funding formulas.

The Alaska Gateway school District has an enrollment of
121 students in the Bilingual/Bicultural Program, representing
seven different cultural/language backgrounds. The students
are served with programs appropriate for their identified needs
in 7 different communities. Last year, the program generated
3 instructional units, $143,456.25. Cutting the program down
to the absolute minimum still cost us more than that. The
program cost $148,018 with the added cost coming from the
foundation. This was basic cost of staff with ALL supplies,
travel, equipment, or other instructional media cut out. This
year under SB119, the program will generate $68,652. The
bilingual/bicultural students have urgent needs for assistance
in order to succeed academically. Even though the student need
is there, and documented, the district will not be able to
adequately provide needed services for these students. With
the needs documented.and regulations requiring that they be
served, how can the state not provide at least the minimum
necessary to run the program. Anything less than this
minimum, will not give the students the service they need.
In order to run a basic quality program, which will provide
the necessary service to students, the .042 weight should be
increased to .138. Another idea might be to place weights or.
the type of program that is provided for students. In this
district we find that an SESC program costs less than fcSL
or LOESL. B/B, Transitional B/B, and High Intensity are the
most expensive. If you have to adjust the weight probably
this would provide the most rational base for it.

it Cdjio AR eV, .
LS 2663 W7 ). ;2to <07 ;i >>: 1Q 90" 154
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ADM x .042 x Lau Category Wt. x Program Wt.
Program Weight

B/B 1.8
T B/B 1.7 (These weights represent
ESL 1.6 the approximate compara—
’ tive costs of the different
HILT 1.6 types of programs in
SESC 1.4 Alaska Gateway.)
LOESL 1.6

The overall special education program in Alaska Gateway 1is
cut by 24% from last year®s funding level under SB119.

The Extended Learning (Gifted & Talented) Program cost
the district $85,292 during the current year. With the
new formula the district program would have to be cut by about
64%.

The district feels strongly that this program is developing
the promise of the future. Without this program, several
students will not be receiving the specialized training, support,
and direction they need to achieve their potential 1in areas
different from or beyond the regular school curriculum.

In order to maintain the quality of the program we now have,
we recommend that the weight for gifted and talented students
be increased from .025 to .056 the same as for Resource Services.
In this district, the costs for each of these 1is very similar.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sharon Sonnenberg
Director of Special
Services

Alaska Gateway School
Dist.

cc: Rep. Dick Shultz
Sen. Jack Coghill

SS/bh



DILLINGHAM CITY SCHOOLS DISTRICT

RESOLUTION 87-9

A RESOLUTION FOR SUPPORT OF INCREASED BILINGUAL EDUCATION FUNDING.

WHEREAS, bilingual/bicultural programs provide important skills and values
to Dillingham City School District students, and

WHEREAS, reading and language arts instruction in all grades 1is important
to basic skill development, and

WHEREAS, integration of the Yup®ik culture and values into the entire
curriculum is important to self esteem and to understanding of native Iissues

of Bristol Bay, and

WHEREAS, funding through the school foundation formula for FY 88 is 1/3
former funding for bilingual education wiLh significant inequities in the
dist Zibuton of funds, and

WHEREAS, chis school district is attempting to continue these programs through
the regular operating budget, and

WHEREAS, the regular operating budget has decreased significantly since FY 86
and cannot continue to financially support the needs of students sufficiently

in all programs,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Dillingham City School District requests
the Alaska Legislature and the Department of Education to review the funding
formula for bilingual education and remove inequities within the formula, during

the 1988 Legislative Session, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that increased funding is needed for this curriculum
area if serious problems 1in basic skill development in Native students 1is not

to increase, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that support be requested for bilingual funding changes
from the Alaska State Bilingual/Bicultural Advisory Committee, Alaska Federa—

tion of Natives, and other appropriate organizations.

WITNESSES:

DATE:
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District Offices

P.©. Dcx ©C3C9 \joe B. Cooper i

senana, Alaska 99760 Supjnn«nzer.t
(3C7)S$32-1594

May 4, L9g7

Dr. William G. Demmert
Commissioner of Education
State of Alaska

Pouch F
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Dr. Demmert,

. In response to your memorandum concerning a more permanent solution to
?ﬁ(lamf%ﬁaol aﬁg special education sections of the new funding bill, please consider
wing:

1. Even though Larry Huxel has assured you that the "hold harmless" clause
should Frowde sufficient funding for FY88 to those districts that are
facing large reductions in B/3 education funds, | do not believe this to
be true. ‘As you must be aware the "hold harmless" clause applies to .
total district funds and not to individual categories. Therefore it is
?mte conceivable that a district could lose more chan 10* of its B/B
unds and still not fall under fhe "hold harmless". It would seem chat

as Paul Harvey says you need "the rest of the story".

2. It would seem that rather chan Waltlng to try and amend a hill that
could in fact be cast in case hardened steel” that Che special education
and bilingual education sections of the bill should be changed now. If
you and the Department staff agree chat there "is a need to reassess the
V\{elﬁoh“ng" then why not do it now. If its not right now then let's fix
It row,

We appreciate the fact that you have taken the time to investigate the
recommendations from the B/B Regulations Task Force. We know that this 1s a time
of transition for you and that many of the facts pertaining to the new foundation



proposal may not be readily apparent,

information from your Director of
reviewing the above information.

FLL/clh
cc: Dr. Joe B. Cooper

Representative Ron Larson
Senator Paul Fischer

however, we would ask you to consider
Finance very carefully. Thank vou
erely,
0
Fred L. Lau

Assistant Superintendent

c*e
for



KUSPUK SCHOOL DISTRICT %

P.O. Box 108
Aniak AFaska 99557

(907) 670-4250 SUPERINTENDENT 3¢ SCHOOLS

Rob Clifit
P.O. Box 10S

Aniak, AK 99557
February 16, 1987

Laurel Tatsuda
State Bilingual director

dear Laurel:

~ 1 have. recentlY AeceZved SB 119, When | perused this
bill, 1 discovered that Bilingual Education in my district
would be cut,b%,moae than two thirds. Thu teem to be the
result Of weighing the Bilingual Aom one in accordance to
the regulations as they nowexist and then applying a new
factor. Which in e”eCt weighty the abm twice.

HopefuIIY this was in error and resulted firom those
who prepared this bill not understandln(‘; the present funding
method, Ifi this proposal becomes law it will make it di”-
icult H not impossible to Browde Bilingual services in
this district. |&we are able to provide services they will
not in any way approach the standard which now exist.

When consjdering the alleged financial situation the
state economy is in, it is to "he expected that cuts will
be made. However, the districts n_n?ht expect to he fund-
ed at a leve| which makes it possible to comply with
federal mandates.

Rob Clint

cc. Larry Huxel
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CHOGGIUNG LIMITED
RESOLUTION 37- 3

WHEREAS, bilingual/bicultural programs provide important skills
and values to Dillingham City School District students;

and

WHEREAS, integration of the Vup"ik culture and values into the
entire curriculum is important for the learning and
understanding of native issues in Bristol Bay; and

WHEREAS, Choggiung Limited is very supportive of the
incorporation of bilingual/bicultural programs into

the Dillingham City School curriculum; and

WHEREAS, the Dillingham City School District anticipates a
significant negative impact on the bilingual/
bicultural program because of decreased funding,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of
Choggiung Limited support the Dillingham City School District
request to the Alaska Legislature and the Department of Education
for a review of the funding Tformula for bilingual education,
including the removal of inequities within the formula; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of Choggiung
Limited support the Dillingham City School District"s request for

increased funding.

ADOPTED this day of Or.t"hps- 1987.



April 15, 1937

Or. Bill Demmert, Commissioner
Department of Education

P. 0. Box F

Juneau,

Dear Dr

The State Advisory Council for Bilingual/Bicultural Education has just
concluded their fourth quarterly meeting held in Anchorage, April 14-15,
1987. A major item of concern for the Council 1is the possible passage of
the SB119/HB126 on the Foundation Funding Formula for schools without the
proposed amendment to correct what we consider to be a major flaw in the
formula for Bilingual/Bicultural program funding.

The Council has been informed that Mr. Larry Huxel®s testimony against the
amendment carried considerable influence. Several legislators have been led
to believe that the amendment is not necessary and that Bilingual/Bicultural
programs will in fact be receiving more money this year than they did last

year.
We have also become aware that this bill will be closed out tomorrow,
April 16, 1987. IT the Department of Education plans to have a represen—

tative present, during the final considerations of this bill, we would like to
request the department®s support recognizing the additional funding required,
but feel it is a justifiable means for correcting an inherent flaw in the
formula. The amendment will provide a more equitable distribution of funds to
statewide Bilingual/Bicultural programs.

We appreciate your willingness to look into this matter and look forward to

more prosperous times. Please keep us informed. Best wishes!

Sincerely,

State Advisory Council for
Bilingual/Bicultural Education

TJ/fDb

1BEP2



KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
722 Mill Bay Road
Kodiak Alaska 99615
(907) 486-3131

March 2, 1988
Suzanne,

John asked me to give you some input relative to funding for Bilingual/Bicuitural
Education Programs in the State under the present funding formula. As you know,
Kodiak has come out on the short end of the funding formula.

Kodiak®s main problem with the present Bilingual funding 1is that all of our
Bilingual students fall into one "funding community”(Kodiak City Schools),
and within that one "funding community" we have many students of various
language backgrounds we are required to serve.

The formula is based on students falling into categories based on language
dominance... no English, only another language is a Category A, mostly another
language is a Category B, equal language ability is a Category C, mostly English
and some other language background is a D, English only with another language in
the family is an E.

A District whose students all speak a similar second language such as Yupik
would need only Yupik staff, and they would have programs 1in each village or
"funding community". They can afford under the funding formula to provide the
legally required lilingual education program.

Our program, featuring many kids from many Jlanguage backgrounds, requires an
"labor intensive™ approach due to the native language teacher aides required...
Korean, Spanish, Tagalog, etc.

The approach the Statewide Task Force on Bilingual Education ( a DOE group of
which 1 am a member) is advocating for 1is this. We would like to see all
Bilingual students categorized as either a Resource student or an Intensive
Resource student. This would do away with the A to E categories, and “would

base the actual funding per student on the type of services the student requires.

This approach would require additional state funding, but we feel is the most
equitable. It would especially help Districts such as ours with an immigrant
population and a fairly small enrollment.

If you get a chance, give Laurel Tatsuda or Mike Travis at the Department of
Education a call at 465-2970. The are the Bilingual/Bicuitural Education staff
for DOE, and have Ilots of information on the issue.

Thanks for the help,

Jim A*agan





